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August 21, 2008

Ms Jane Powell

Fernald Site Mger
DOE-LM-20.1

10995 Hamilton Cleves Hwy
Harrison, Ohio 45030

RE: Bio-Treatment Wetland Operation and Maintenance Plan
Dear Ms Powell,

Ohio EPA has received DOE’s “Transmittal of the Operations and Maintenance Plan for
the Fernald Preserve Visitors Center Wastewater Bio-Treatment Wetland,” dated
August 13, 2008. Ohio EPA has reviewed the plan and our comments are attached.

If there are any questions, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Dorna) &Golarne) j@() |

Thomas A. Schneider
Fernald Project Manager
Office of Federal Facilities Oversight

Cc: Tim Fischer, US EPA
Michelle Cullerton, Tetra Tech
Frank Johnston, Stoller
Mark Shupe, Geo Trans, Inc.
Michelle Waller, Ohio EPA DSW

femp: //Fernald Preserve Post Closure/Visitor Center/O&MBioWetland.doc
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OHIO EPA’S COMMENTS ON THE OPERATIONS AND
MAINTENANCE PLAN - BIO TREATMENT WETLAND

1. Commenting Organization: Ohio EPA Commentor: DSW

Section #: Health and Safety Pg#: 1 Line#:na Code: C

Comment: Prevent children and domestic animals from playing in the area to avoid
contact with potentially infections microorganisms. As there will not be personnel
present at the treatment wetland at all times, how will the public be kept out?

2. Commenting Organization: Ohio EPA Commentor: DSW

Section #: Septic Tanks Pg #: 6 Line#: B-1 Code: C

Comment: No signage currently exists to inform people not to dispose of personal
hygiene products into the septic system. Ohio EPA recommends installation of such
signage in the visitor center restrooms.

3. Commenting Organization: Ohio EPA Commentor: DSW

Section #: Subsurface Flow Wetland Pg#:8 Line#: A-3 Code: C
Comment: The water level in the SSF wetland should be at or slightly above the top of
the mulch layer until the plants have about 1-2 feet of new growth. During a site visit on
August 11, 2008, it was observed that the water level was below the mulch layer (mulch
layer appeared mostly dry), although the plants clearly do not have 1 -2 feet of new
growth yet. Also, yellowing of the plants was observed which corresponds to stressed
vegetation.

4. Commenting Organization: Ohio EPA Commentor. DSW

Section #: Subsurface Flow Wetland  Pg#: 8 Line #: A-6 Code: C

Comment: As mentioned in Comment #3, stressed vegetation was observed in the SSF
on August 11, 2008. It is likely, though, that the stressed vegetation is a result of a
lower water level and not due to high levels of effluent, as the Visitors Center is not
open yet.

5. Commenting Organization: Ohio EPA Commentor: DSW

Section #: Subsurface Flow Wetland Pg#: 14 Line #: H-3 Code: C
Comment: This section states that the perimeter of the planted basin will be lined with
welded wire fencing, and then strung with monofilament fishing line. On August 11,
2008, the monofilament fishing line was observed, but no welded wire fencing had been
installed.

6. Commenting Organization: Ohio EPA Commentor: DSW

Section #: Pumps Pg #: 16 Line#: A-3 Code: C

Comment: Please list the pump electrical service breaker numbers that have been
omitted.





