
FRIDAY MAILING 

INCLUDED IN THIS MAILING ARE: 

0 

0 

Draft Minutes from March 15,1997 Task Force Meeting 

"Nuclear Weapons at the Crossroads: Which Path Will We Take?" flyer 

0 Newsclippings 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

0 WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: The Waste Management 
Committee will meet on Monday, June 9,1997, to discuss the Silos Path 
Forward. The meeting will take place in the Uno Building at 6:OO p.m. 

0 SILO 3 - SECOND WORKSHOP: There will be a second workshop 
on Silo 3 on Monday, June 16,1997. The meeting will take place at the 
Plantation at 700 p.m. 

0 TASK FORCE MEETING: There will be a Task Force Meeting on 
Wednesday July 10, beginning at 6:OO p.m. in the Alpha Building. 

QUESTIONS: 

7 
Please call John at or Doug at with questions or concerns. 
You may also fax or e-mail us at: 

John FAX: 281-3331 E-MAIL,: john.applegate@law.uc.edu 
Doug FAX: 648-3629 E-MAIL,:  

I 
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Draft Minutes from the March 15, 1997 Meeting 

The Fernald Citizens Task Force met from 8:40 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. on 
March 15, 1997, at the Alpha Building, 10967 Hdton-Cleves Highway, 
Harrison, Ohio. The meeting was advertised in local papers and open to the 
public. Time was reserved for public input. 

Members Present: John Applegate 
French Bell 
Jim Bierer 
Marvin Clawson 
Lisa Crawford 
PamDunn 
Constance Fox 
J. Phillip Hamric 
Darryl Huff 
Gene Jablonowski 
Dan McElroy 
Gloria McKinley 
Graham Mitchell 
Jerry Monahan 
Robert Tabor 
Thomas Wagner 
Gene Willeke 

Members Absent: Thomas Rentschler 
Warren Strunk 

Designated Federal Official Present: Ken Morgan 

DOE Headquarters AlvinAlm 

Task Force Staff Present: Sheri Landfair 

Douglas Sam0 
, Crystal Sam0 

About 20 spectators also attended the meeting, including members of the public and 
representatives from DOE, Fluor-Daniel Fernald, and FRESH. 

a 
A United States Department of Energy Sitespecific Advisory Board --- *.^ ,.-- 
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Minutes, March 15, 1997 Fernald Citizens Task Force 

1 .  Call to Order and Approval of Minutes 

Chair John Applegate called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m. 

2 .  Announcements and New Business 

The Minutes from the January 11, 1997, meeting of the Tas 
and approved as presented. 

Applegate raised several members 
Hamilton County judge, and is thereby not 
We will be looking for a Hamilton County r 
from the government, and a replacement will 

identify, and recommended 

The committee also took a trip on the rail line to Cottage Grove in a smal l  passenger 
vehicle on March 12, 1997. 

Community Reuse Organization 

available in the reading room. It will be sent to all members. 
Lisa Crawford reported that the strategic planning is done, and a draft report is 
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Fernald Citizens Task Force Minutes, March IS ,  I997 

Health Efects Committee - 
Crawford reported that thls committee held a meeting last month. They are still in 

the process of going through background materials. Another meeting is scheduled for 
May. 

GAO Report 

March 18th. A copy will be sent to each member. 

DOE Ten-Year Plan and Budget 
Al Alm began his discussion of DOE'S Te 

Jack Craig indicated that the final GAO Report will be 

5.8 billion dollars, which was just slightly 
proposed a one-billion dollar privatization pro 
the most urgent risks as quickly as possible, 
compliance agreements. 

Alm said it is imperative 
it here, then we won't make it 
to achieve this, he would realloc 

these terms. 

they have compiled the recycling results from 

ierer reported that activities since the last Task Force 

at has been certified as clean. 

informed on a regular basis of activities on-site. They would also to see some early actions 
undertaken to improve the aesthetic quality of the site during construction. AU of these 
ideas were passed on to Jack Craig for consideration and comment. The Natural Resources 
Committee has lost a member, and is looking for a new member. Upcoming action items 
include continuing to track progress of the restoration plan. The excavation plan has been 
delayed until July. 

4 . 
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Fernald Citizens Task Force Minutes, March 15, I997 

4 .  Update on Silos 

Doug Sarno provided background and hstory of the silos on site. Then, 
Committee Chair Gene Willeke described the Waste Management Committee's 
recommendations. 

In August 1996, the Task Force was presented with a 
process for Silo 3 from vitrification to cementation. 
among the Task Force members and within the c 

The Waste Management Committee i questions and presented 
its preliminary recommendations to the Task 

1) Should the materials in 3? The committee 
recommended that they shod separation of Silo 3 
wastes is the major concern 
problems, and will most likely p 
and 2. 

materials in Silo 3? The committee 

ona fide back-up option for the treatment of Silo 1 and 
to abandon vitrification must be clearly and fully 

Pam Dunn asked if there was a question as to whether we could actually vitrify. Don Paine 
answered her that vitrification is possible, but we are faced with vitrifying 30 times the ' 
largest amount that has been vitrified in the world, in a timely and a cost-effective manner. 
We have a tremendous volume, and this is a unique situation. Saric asked what 
information needs to be known in order to discern if you can vitrify at that level. Alm 
asked what operation comes the closest to the situation we have here. Don answered that 
the one at Savannah River is closest, operating at 2 or 3 tons a day. 
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John Applegate brought the group back to the first question of whether to separate Silo 3 
from Silos 1 and 2. The silos are very different in terms of hazard. Graham Mitchell and 
Jim Saric both endorsed separating Silos 1 and 2 from Silo 3. Gene Willeke proposed that 
the Task Force adopt the first proposal, to separate the silos. If Silo 3 is separated from 
Silos 1 and 2, the waste can be disposed of at places other than the 
Silo 3 remains with the other silos, it will have to go to the Nevada T 

The Task Force voted unanimously to separate Silo 3 from Si1 

The second question was then addressed. What is the ap 

is trying to put all of the factors together tha 

pation is important, even if 
nt committee would be 

appropriate treatment technology for the 
with Pam Dunn’s and Lisa Crawford’s 

uate dual technologies. The cost of the 
1 as the question of when that double track 

1 amount of information left to be determined, couldn’t 

fide backup option. Doug Sarno suggested that we add to the outstanding concerns that the 
Task Force will work with DOE in determining the process for evaluating backup 
technologies. 

5 .  Opportunity for Public Input 

A question was asked from the floor. The following points were made: Why are you 
moving so strongly towards vitrification? Your pilot plant failed - the plant at Savannah 

Page 5 6 



Fernald Citizens Task Force Minutes, March 15, 1997 

fiver failed, and no other plant has been successful. No other country is proposing 
vitrification of materials that are so low in radioactivity. Heating materials to 1000 degrees 
is complicated and an unknown. What about the KISS principle? 

John answered that the uncertainties are driving the issue of setti 
We have always been operating under the context that we have a s 
will vitrify. 

process. 
says we 

John Applegate opened the floor to further public commen 

ad not developed a 
, he feels a decision 

Gene Willeke moved that his 

Committee and other stakeho 

major site to make a cleanup commitment and 

tion to wish Guy Guckenberger farewell, and added that 

the Task Force has had many of its successes. The motion was 
on. John offered the Task Force’s congratulations to him on his 

9 .  Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:27 p.m. 

I certify that these minutes are an accurate account of the 
March 15, 1997, meeting of the Fernald Citizens Task Force. 
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John S. Applegate, Chair Date 
Fernald Citizens Task Force 
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Deteriorated drums * 

repackaged at Fernald 
6v Niaholrr G. Jon8on 
J o w ! D C N ~  
CROSBY TOWHIP 

The laet of about 5,600 
drums of  thorium-bearing 

1 radioactive wade haa been 
repackaged for ehi laeut to 
the Nwade Test !fib, US. 

. D artment of Eaeqy offi- 3 announced Thmday- 
Officials eaid the drume~, 

which had been stored in a 
building at Fernald, had 
deteriorated and poeed a 
potentiai health threat for 
workere at the eite. 

“his ie part of the weete- 
management project to col- 
lect and package what we 
call 'legacy waote' located 
throughout the site," DOE 
spokesman Gary Stegnar 
said. 
DOE Othee Director Jack : Craig said the DOE and . Fluor Daniel Fernald, the 

; company hired to clam up 

the e l k ,  achieved a worker 
oeure rata of lese than 3 the original estimate by 

using pmductivi improve- 

in the fie#! 
Stegner said the tw*year 

tion, targeted for corn- 
; E n  in Apnl 1990, wa8 
completed 10 months ahead 
of schedule and will eave 

ayera about $400,000. 3 eanwhile, officide said 
Thursday that they ate 
investigating the apparent 
over-pressurization of a 
white metal box containing 
law-level waste that wa0 
bein stored in a Ferndd 

The incident occurred at 1 
am. Thursday, and the eitu- 
ation was etabilized by 2 
a.m., official0 said. 

No worken, were in the 
warehouee at the time of the 
incident, and no injuriee 

mntaeu eeted 'g yworkera 

ware 5 ouers. 

occurred, ad& S a i d .  
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,Indian remains unearthec M a y M ,  I Y Y Y  
Joumul News 
Frmr Page ... I . 
"lnrllan remains ungarttied ai Fernaid site 10 be reburied" 
Reporter: The Associated Press 

at Fernald site to be reburied 

Tho dsawrcad Prom 

round, and Ctrrls 
Pope, dig mvom 
Farnald $Ita k t the 

nburfal of lndlan remalna 

-.. 
Sy Kevin O'Henlon 
me ASS- ~ . r  
CROSBY m u m n v  

remnina unearthed d 
In a ram ceremony, 96U-year~ld Indian 

pxqject will be reburied 7 unday a -kucti* at a for- 

7 ate* 
mFeraalddUIllpmcea 

T h e ~ I & Z U O f M m ~ y M  5Tndinnn 
and one were dhcwered in 1994 
and 1996 during a federal ConstrUction 

ect m Cmaby Township, in northern 

They data tu about A.D. 1060, but 
are not 8ure to which tribe they rd, said Gary Stegner, spokesman 

tbr the U.S. Department of En-, which 
uwmeea the F d d  site. 

Seventeen American Indian nations 
lived in or p w e d  through the Ohio Velley 
in the 10th and 19th centuries. 
The burial i s  required under the 

Native American Grave Protection and 
Repatriation Act of 1990. The law sa 8 

muaeuma or institution8 that receive 
federal hdh or remains uncwereci 
on federai Id or during f d e d  con- 
struction projects, muet be reburied or 
etored aecotdrng to tribal wimhes. 

Because the origin of  the re&e 

P amilton county. 

. remaine or burial artifacts poeseseed 3: y 

could not be determined, gatratameat 
officiala contacted the Shawnee, Miami, 
Seneca, Delaware and Wyandot tribe8 
and the Native A m e r i e  AUiaace of 
Ohio for advice. 

 he tribe8 picked the p maid site 
h u e  the graves wil l  be an pmtected 
pmperty and b e  to whem +t ramaine 
were unearthed, said Joe schomaker, who 

the c!ammony filr Fluor 

Repatriation eneureB that eecred 
abject6 ere given pmpr treatment, e&d 
Flo d Leonard, chief of the Miami 
Trig e, which inhabited the Ohio Valley 
until the early 18001s. 

Same parta of Sunday'e oert?aoony at 
Fernald will include elaborate dancw and 

But Leonard eaid tha Miami Trib'e 
ruburial ce-ee are without fanfare. 

I t ' s  a very eimple m w  he mid. 

Sehmaker eeid the tribas are not 
concerned about the remains being 
bruitxi on the 1.060.aam F d d  site, 
Inany arte of which still are Cuntami- 

, T b s e i t e ~ u n r p i u m  mand tJm- 
P "- ~ n f m t ? o a ' s  nuchar 

- 

Daniel lS -*a F theam-cleaning 
upthe6itafwthegwernnrent. 

aangaperfbrmsdbyeametribes. 

It33doaeaeqrzietfyaspocrble. . 

Mtsd t fmdiafion. ' 

IO 
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Mqy 4!J,lYB'/ 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
Metro; cs 
"Ovetpressnrkarion causes d a m  at FerNakl" 
Reporter: 

- 

Overpressurization causes alarm at Fernald 

N0.030 P0EW002 

e. 

.I<. 
a .. A ~ I  site operations innl ing warehouse at the F e d d  Emri- tainer. 

potential hydrogen-generating r o n m e n ~  Manwemeat h1- t  ~~a ~ o u g ~  ., 
the day indicated there was- M'..J 

materials at  Fernald have been (FEMP) - the fOnner Fernaid 
suspended while officials investi- uranium PrfXeSW Plant - was 

h e  c-ue of h e  0-9- witnessed by a w o r k  vpalking r e h e  of d b X t h  material to"' 

E .  
* 

111 

tX 

. .  
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May 2S, 1997 
Joirrnai News 
A6, Picture Ti..i!r 

s m m e o h a t s  
Tho Frrnald Communlty Rlrurr Orqsnlzatlon ham r r d v r d  I 8150,100 

, otrnup #rant from tho U.S. Ooprrtmrnt of En a . no88 Locol , Bchoo m uprrintrndent and CRO Chalrman David &&am.. matad 
loft rhrker hands with Mlkr Ootmer, DOE Qhlo fkld oMtr CaWrct- 
t n g h c r r ,  at tho rant 11 nln . A I ~ O  pnrmt wore gqn ~ o o r o ,  CI~O 
mambor, rtindlnq rn#Jac! Crdg, DOE-FEMP offla0 dlroutor. ,. 

_ I  . I  
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Metr& B I 
“Indian remain.9 reburied in ritual” 
Reporter: Lucy May 

’ Cincinnati Enquirer 

Indian remains 
reburied in ritual 
Contruction turned them up 3 years ago 
BY LUCY MAY 
The Cincinnati Eauirer 

With the slice of a blade Sua- 
day, Chief White Bear kept a 
promise he made three years 
ago to himself and to people 
who lived 950 years ago. 

When the remains af about 
25 Indians were unearthed dur- 
ing a construction project near 
here three years ago, the chief 
promised that he w d d  not cut 
his hair until they were re- 
mrned to earth. 
On Sunday, he kept t he  

promise. cutting off his top 
knot during a reburial ceremo- 
ny at the fomer F e d d  urani- 
um pmcessing site and offering 

CROSBY TOWNSHIP - 
it as a gdt to the ancestors. 

“It is one of our jobs,” said 
the chief, whose English name 
ia Oliver Collins and who pre- 
sides over a tribe in West  
Portsmouth, Ohio. “It’s one of 
the things we love to do b e  
cause it really needs to be done 
on a mass scale.” 

The ceremony marked the 
first time h d h  remaim found 
on private land have been rebu- 
ried on federal mil for protec- 
tion purpoeea, said Tricia 
Thompson, spokeawomaa of! 
Fluor Daniel Ferwld, the gov- 
e m e n t  contractor hired to 
clean up the site. 

(Pleaee Bee INDIAN, 
Page Be) 

Indian: Remains 
reburied in ritual 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE a i  
The remains were un- 

earthed in 1994 and 1995 
during a federal construction 
project in Crosby Townehip. 
They date to about 1050 

A.D.. but experts are not 
sure to which tribe they be- 
Ion l said Gary Stegner, 
spo Be m a n  for the US. De- 
partment of Energy, which 
oversees the Fernald site. 

Seventeen American Indi- 
an nations lived in or passed 
through the Ohio Valley in 
the 18th and 19th centuries. 
By 1450. the Shawnees had 
established camps in most of 
Northern Kentucky and 
southern Ohio. After dec- 
ades of struggle, they faced 
their ultimate defeat in No- 
vember 1811, when William 
Henry Harrison attacked 
their headquarters on the 
Tippecanoe River and  
burned their town to the 
ground. 

The reburial was required 
under the Native American 
Grave Protection and Repa- 
triation Act. I t  says remains 
or burial artifacts possessed 
by museums or institutions 
chat receive federal money 
or  remains uncovered OR 
federal land or during federal 
construction projecta must 
be reburied or stored ac- 
cording to tribal wishes. 

Part of the reason it took 
three years to rebury the 
remans was the complex 
navigation through federal 
rules and regulations that 
had to be done, Mid Joe 
Schamaker, Fluor Daniel 
Fmald‘s cultural resources 
manager. 

It also took time, to n e p  
tiate with all the t n h  mth 
an interest in what ha ned 
to the remains. he $air 

Since the ongin of the 
remains could not be deter- 
mined, government officials 

Ah “ s 

contacted the Shawnee, Mi- 
ami, Seneca, Delaware and 
Wyandot tribes and the Na- 
tive American Alliance of 
Ohio. 

T h e  tribes picked the  
Fernald s i te  because the  
graves will be on protected 
property and close to where 
the remains wen uneanhed. 
The tribes requested that 
the exact location not be 
identified. Ms. Thompson 
said. 

The remains included 
those of three females ages 
2, 13 and 30: and those of a 
16-year-old male who waa 
buried with a dog. There 
also were panial remains of 
16 to 20 other people. 

About 100 people were to 
take part in the ceremony. 
Several members of the au- 
dience cried as tribal lead- 
ers, dressed in traditional at- 
t i r e ,  p e r f o r m e d  t h e  
cenruries-old burial rites in 
their native tongue. Because 
the participant6 consider the 
ri tual  sacred, r epor t e r s  
could not watch it. 
Mr. Collins. co-chairman 

of the Native American Alli- 
ance of Ohio, said the alli- 
ance is pushing House Bill 
429  in Columbus, which 
would change the definition 
of a cemetery to include 
American Indians. That, Mr. 
Collins said, would help 
American Indians protect 
the graves af their ances- 
tors. 

“Would you like it if your 
mother’s remaina were in a 
box on a shelf somewhere!” 
asked Beagle Billock. busi- 
nm manager of  the North- 
east US. Miami Internation- 
al Tribal Council. “It’s so the 
people can k a t  rest.” 

The Associated Press con- 
tributed to this trov. 
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Which 
Path 
Will We 
Take? 

NUCLEAR WEAPONSAT WE II 
CROSSROADS: 

I1 Whlch Path Will We Taka? 

DATE: Thursday, June 12,1887 It 
TIME: 7:OO - 9:OO p.m., 

PUCE: Venice Presbyterien Church 
Layhigh Road 

Ross Ohio .I 

I Did you think that when the brlln Wail 
came down and the Sovlet Union dlrroM 
that the Cold War wab oven 

I Do you think that the US ia now Ieadlng 
the world away from the threat of nuclear 
wan 

II Am you aware that the US Is bkfng 
money form clean-up of bomb factodes and 
putting it into m8ratch and development of 
nuclear weapons? 

The Mllltaty Production Network present8 ib newrat Road Show 

Join ua for: 

An infomatlve and engaglng half-hour 811do Show, presented by a MPN member living and 
worklng in the shadows of a nuclear bomb factory, and knowledgeable about lssuee of nattonal and 
international concern, 

An opportunity to Aak Que8tlonr about nudear weapons production and nuclear waste, and 

A chance to find out about Tangible Steps you can take to help make the world a safer place. 

The Military Production Network is a national alliance of organizations worktng to addmas Issues of 
nuclear weapons production and waste clean-up. 

For mom inbrmation about the Road Show, pleese contact the Milhry Production Network et 
(206) 547-3175 or FRESH.  et (573) 738-8055. 




