
FRIDAY MAILING 

8 0 0  

INCLUDED IN THIS MAILING ARE: 1 
I 0 Announcements 

0 

0 Public Meetings/Workshops for 1997 

0 Newsclippings 

Draft Minutes from Task Force Meeting on May 10,1997 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

ROSS TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES MEETING: There will be a meeting 
of the Ross Township Trustees on Thursday, June 19,1997, at the Ross 
Fire House. Topics will include an update on the "aesthetic barriers" 
and work being done in connection with natural resource restoration. 

DOEEEMP MEETING: DOE-FEMP representatives will explain 
various aspects of the Accelerated Cleanup Plan and future Project 
Priorities to stakeholders with a question and answer availability 
session during and after the presentation. This meeting will take 
place on Monday, June 23,1997, at the Alpha Building, Classroom B. 

.. 

DOE PUBLIC MEETING: There will be a DOE Public Meeting on 
Tuesday, June 24,1997, to discuss Waste Placement Issues for the on-site 
disposal facility at 7:OO p.m. in the Alpha Building, Classroom B. 

RECYCLING METHODOLOGY PUBLIC MEETING: The final 
installment in the series of recycling workshops will take place on 
Tuesday, July 8,1997, at the Alpha Building, Classroom B. This 
meeting will respond to stakeholder input on the Draft Final Recycling 
Methodology, recently been made available for public comment. 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT WORKSHOP: DOE-FEMP will hold this 
workshop in response to requests from stakeholders, and will discuss 
what is envisioned for public involvement in the future, as well as 
answering questions and obtaining input from the attendees. The 
meeting will take place on July 24,1997, at the Alpha Building. 

TASK FORCE MEETING: The next full Task Force Meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, July 9,1997, at 6:OO p.m. in the Alpha Building. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (Continued): 
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COMMUNITY REUSE ORGANIZATION: There will not be a 
CRO meeting in the month of July. Individual committees will meet, 
but the regularly scheduled full CRO Board will not meet again 
until August. In addition, please note that CRO now has a message 
line at 648-4168, which has recordings of the latest news and changes 
in CRO meetings. If you have any questions, you can also leave a 
voice message, and someone associated with CRO will return your call. 

DOE ACCELERATED CLEANUP PLAN: The Draft Discussion 
version of the DOE Complex-Wide Accelerated Cleanup Plan was 
formally released to the press and to the public on Thursday, June 12, 
1997. An audio news conference, with members of the press calling in 
with questions from across the DOE Complex, was held at 2:OO p.m. on 
the 12th. Public Affairs personnel in DOE -FEW and FDF also mailed 
a copy of the plan to each member of the Fernald Citizens Task Force on 
the same day as its public release. Release of this draft discussion form 
of the document puts into motion a 90-day comment period designed to 
gather stakeholder input, and you are encouraged to review the 
document and respond to DOE. 

I I 
Please call John at or Doug at with questions or concerns. 
You may also fax or e-mail us at: 

John FAX: 281-3331 ' E-MAIL: john.applegate@law.uc.edu 
Doug FAX: 648-3629 E-MAIL:  

2 
~ 
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Draft Minutes from the May 10, 1997 Meeting 

The Fernald Citizens Task Force met from 8:32 a.m. until 10:45 a.m. on 
May 10, 1997, at the Alpha Building, 10967 Hamilton-Cleves Highway, 
Harrison, Ohio. The meeting was advertised in local papers and open to the 
public. Time was reserved for public input. At the conclusion of the 
meeting, members toured the site. 

Members Present: John Applegate 
French Bell 
Jim Bierer 
Marvin Clawson 
Jack Craig 
Lisa Crawford 
Pam Dunn 
Constance Fox 
Danyl Huff 
Gene Jablonowski 
Dan McElroy 
Graham Mitchell 
Robert Tabor 
Thomas Wagner 
Gene Willeke 
Thomas Rentschler 
Warren Strunk 

0 

Members Absent: None 

Designated Federal Official Present: Gary S tegner 

EPA Headquarters: Jim Saric 

Task Force Staff Present: Tereza Marks 
Crystal Sarno 
Douglas Sam0 

About 20 spectators also attended the meeting, including members of the public and 
representatives from DOE, Fluor-Daniel Fernald, and FRESH. 

A United States Department of Energy Site-Specific Advisory Board 3 
Post Office Box 544 Ross, Ohio 45061 51 3.648.6478 
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1. Call to Order 

Chair John Applegate called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m. 

2. Announcements and New Business 

Applegate announced that the March minutes will be distributed for review in the 

It was announced that Jack Craig was replacing Phil Hamri 

Since the Task Force last met, the General Acco 

next Friday mailing. 

DOE. 

saw a continuing role for the Task Force, to p 

Lisa Crawford distributed materials 
Network containing several mentions of Fe 
EPA Annual Report. 

. .  

mplex will be released on 

take a look at the plan and rep0 

week night, instead of on a 
on Wednesday, July 9: 

e update on recent road changes. 

installed at the intersection of Route 128 and 

new right turn lane is under construction at the Old North Site 

: Hamilton County plans to resurface Willey Road in late 1997. 

response delays by putting'a traffic cop at Willey Road, by adding a right turn lane on SR 
128, by proposing alternate routing, and by implementing staggered shifts. 

Due to road changes, Emergency Response Teams will require as much as five 
additional minutes to respond to emergencies in some areas. 

Wagner indicated that the committee was confident that a lot of careful thought has 
gone into managing these transportation issues. 
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Monitoring and Recycling Committee 
Pam Dunn, Committee Chair, noted that there will be a meeting on May 2 1, to. look 

at revisions to the recycling protocol, the monitoring results from Area 1 Phase 1, the status 
of the Integrated Environmental Monitoring Plan, and soil certification. 

Natural Resources Committee 
Committee Chair Jim Bierer reported that on May 25, there will be a reburial of the 

SR 126 and Willey Road. 

4. Budget and Schedule Issues 

for a site of this size, but the Task 
previous recommendations and de 
issues. 

these changes affect the 
is in helping with these 

oved by the end of the Jack Craig said that muc . 

adbume commented that the loss of $41 million is a significant reduction in 

put up the initial costs of construction to be paid later on by the government as results are 
achieved. If that money is not made available by Congress when it is due, then the site will 
have to pay it out of the operating expenses. 

I 

I 
I l 

An audience member asked which plant is be razed next. The boiler plant will be 
razed, followed by Plant 9. He noted that in Plant 8, there is a kiln that can be used to dry 
out materials. 

. 



Minutes, May 10, 1997 

Doug Sarno suggested three ways for the Task Force to get involved in budget 
issues: 1) provide input for technical decisions, 2) keep the site high profile to protect the 
budget, and 3) give direct recommendations on efficiency issues, i.e., define inefficiencies 
and find ways to deal with them. Sarno asked if giving direct recommendations is 
something in which the Task Force would like to be involved. He said the Task Force was 
already providing input for technical decisions and keeping site profile high. 

be open and honest, 
this on, we need a and lay issues on the table. S 

did not receive an a partial answer. Vitrification 

ation that we do get. 

ttee be established to handle this issue. It 

posed path forward. 

nced that EPA has decided that a ROD amendment is needed for Silos 1 
lanation of Significant Differences (ESD) is all that is necessary for Silo 

In this case, the difference in cost from the original estimate is enough to make the ROD 
amendment for Silos 1 and 2 necessary. With Silo 3, the scope has remained the same, the 
technology is basically the same, and the cost is in the same ball park. Thus, the ESD will 
be sufficient for Silo 3. This explains why there are two regulatory processes being done, 
the ROD amendment and the ESD. 

~ 

Gene Willeke asked who makes this decision. Saric replied that it is an agency 
Saric stated we are looking at a 12 - 18 month time frame for the ROD decision. 

amendment. 
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John Applegate pointed out that it seems as if we will be doing a lesser evaluation 
on Silo 3 with just the ESD. Saric said that is not the case; the ESD will look at all of the 
relevant factors. Applegate asked why one will take over a year and one will take only a 
few months. Doug Sarno explained that the ROD had more formal comment periods 
between DOE and the regulators, adding the extra time to that process, commenting that 
both the ESD and the ROD are thorough processes. 

Lisa Crawford asked for an official written statement from 
explaining how they came to the decision about the ROD and t 
concern that this might be a way to avoid vitrification. 

relations people. She would like to have the 

Lisa Crawford asked J to stop during the 

occur. 

ask Force members conducted a tour of the site to 

ertify that these minutes are an accurate account of the 
ay 10, 1997, meeting of the Fernald Citizens Task Force. 

John S. Applegate, Chair Date 
Fernald Citizens Task Force 

Gary Stegner Date 
Designated Federal Official 

. 



PUBLIC MEETINGS/WORBsflOPS FOR 1997 (some TBD) 

JANUARY 
7 CROMeeling 
11 CitizmsTaskForce 
22 STCG 
23 FRESH 

APRIL 
1 CROMacting 
3 FRESH 
I5 DOE .community Mtg. 
22 DOE IO-Year Plan Me. 

JULY 
8 Rec).dmgMethodology 
9 CitizcnsTaskForce 
14 Public Involvement Worksbop 
16 CP&T 
24 FRESH 
TBD STCG 
TBD SilosPmject Worksbop 
TBD Asuifu Restoralion Workshop 

OCTOBER 
7 CROMeuing 
TBD OLJIIARASA 
TBD Soilslwatcr 

FEBRUARY 
4 CROMecting 
12 IRT Availability Session 
12.13 Health E f f w  Subcomminec 
26 IRT Public Briefing 

MAY 
6 CROMeezing 
7 Wsubmmmlttee 
7.8 Health EfYim subcommittee 
IO r'aslrForoe 
14 Sios Project Workshop 
20 Joint Response 
21 CP&T Mtg. 
21 EMSubalmmitlee 
22 FRESH 
27 OUZ/OUS Worlthhop 

AUGU!ST 
5 CRO Meeting 
TBD COmmuniryMeetiag 
20,21 Health Effects Submmmittee 

NOVEMBER 
4 CROMeea'ng 
15 C i r k  Task Force 
19 CP&T 
20 FRESH 
TBD STCG 
TED CommMiry Meeting 
TBD Health Effects Subcommiaee 

For more inlormation, dease call Gary stemer at 648-3153. 

MARCH 
4 CROMtxting 
13 CTF/FRESH &DOE/FDF 
IS Citinms Task Fore 
18 STCG 
19 CPBtT 

3 
3 
9 
10 
12 
16 
23 
24 

JUNE 
Silos h j e a  Wkshp. - Nevada 
CFlO Meeting 
WM submmmittee 
STCG 
h4PN-H Roadsbow 
Silos Pmjed Workshop 
Accelerated cleanup Plan/BudgeL 
OSDF Roundtable 

SEPIXMBEB 
2*$C4$0 Meaing 
17 CP&T 
XI Citi&!TaskFcme 

TBD STCG 
TBD Natural Resources Workshop 
ope0 House 

25 FRESH. 2 

DECEMBER 
2 CROMeeting 

a '  
i 
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Thursday, June I5 I997 
Fernald event 
riles Vegas 

Nevada-bound cargo 
burst at loading dock 

BY TIM BONFlELD 
The  Cinclnnatl Enqulnr 

When a waste shipping container at Fernald burst open at the seams last 
month, the radiation didn’t escape the building. 

But the political fallout has reached aa far as Las Vega - where oficials 
Tuesday called for a halt ro.a!I fbther waste shipments from the former 
uranium processing plant. . 
The incident be an at about rl a.m. Mnr 22 at Fernalds Building 30, the 
loading dock w If ere low-level radioactive waste is prepared for shipment to its 
final storage place. 

A metal box big enough to contah the wastes fnm, I9  industrial-6ize 
55-gallon drums was packed and reedy for B 2,400-mile journey by Uuck 
from the former Fernald uranium processing site to the Nevada Test Site near 
Las Vega. 

Shipment was planned within 10 days - but it never happened. Instead a 
chemical reaction of unknown origin caused the metal box to burst open. 7he 
eound was loud enough to be heard by M employee outside the building, who 
alerted emergency crews. 

Energy Depanment officials at Femald called it an “averpressurization event” 
But two Nevada congressmen, rho mayor o f  Las Vegas and the executive 
director of a Nevada nuclear waste agency call it a potentially serious 
problem. 

They want nll truck shiprnmk from Fernold to stop. pending further 
investigation. 

“It could have hap ened io downtown Las V e g a  That warn passas within 50 
yards of some the Rotals downtown. We would like to see all of  these 
shipments rerouted.” said Roben Loux, executive director for the Nevada 
Agency for Nuclear Projects. 

So far, DOE has only partially complied. 

Fernald workers have stopped shipping the wastt that apparently Fggered the 
chemical =action, but they have continued sending other wanes since the 
incident, In fact, eight trucks have made the run since May 22, said Fernald 
DOE spokeaman Gary Stegncr. 

On Tuesday, Reps. Jlm Gibbons, R-Nev., and John Ensign, R-Nw., sent a 
lemr to Energy Secntary Fedarico Pens objecting to the shipmen&. 

“We find it disturbing that DOE would choose a mute through the Las Vega3 
Valley, seemingly without consideration to the public health and safsty risks, 
for trnns ortation o f  mdioactivo warn," rhe letter said. “In concern fyf tho 
safely utour citizens, we are aaking you to suspend further action ... 
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Fernald officials say this is the first serious incident involvmg its low-level 
nuclear waste since shipment3 began in 1985 - and they say it wasn't all that 
ssrious. 

No one was injured. No radiadon was detemd ouuride Building 30. 

So far, Fernald has shipped 4.9 million cubic fees or about 125 million 
pounds, of low-level radioactive warrte. On average, 40 trucks a montb make 
the run from Femald west through Evansville, Ind, St. Louis, Amarillo, 
Texas, Ragstaff, A r k ,  and Las Vegas. 

An investigation af the May 22 incident is expected to be completo in about a 
week, said Dave Korlowski, associate director of  safety and assessment at 
Femald. 

Nevada officials - who lost a lawsuit several years ago to block the waste 
shipments - say &e Femald incident is a clear example of why even low-level 
radioactive wastes should not pass through heavily populated areas. 

But DOE oficiala said re-routing the waste to avoid I.as Vegas would 
increase accident risks by adding more than 100 miles to the trip. 

The Auociated Press contributed to this repon. 

2 o f 2  

Camnents'l Quertions? Crillclml For Wcbito i r suq  tail e online editor. 
For The Eoqulnr. send a 't I 
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&ne i3.1997 
Journal News Fernald waste ......................... 
Front Page 
"DOE: $68 per year neededfnr cleanup" 
Reporter: h h n  Nolan, Associated Press DOE: $6B 

per year 
needed for 

Fernald e 

CINCINNATI 

The U.S. Department of 
Energy ma not be able to 
clean up ra d: 'oactive waatea at 
Fernald and other sitee within 
the promised 10 yeara if Con- 
gress doesn't provide S6 billion 
per year to do it, a DOE official 
said Thursday. 

The de artment hopes to 
permade E ongreee to fund the 
environmental management 
program at that level because 
the DOE envieions that, at  a 

0 reduced $5.6 billion annual 
funding levei, it  will not get the 

. job done at all aitee, said Al 
Urn, aaeiotant secretary €or 
environmental management. 

The department's aim is to 
comply with environmental 
lawe and subatantially com- 
plete the cleanups in 10 years 
to avoid running up long-term 
coets. Alm said. 

Members of the Military R o -  
duction Network. a nationwide 
coalition reprenenting people 
who live near radioactively 
contaminated DOE sitee, said 
they are concerned that the 
agency is transferring money 
that could be used for cleanup 
into weapoae programa. 

We're not cutting back on 
our  cleanup commitment." Alm 
said fmm Waehington during a 
teleconference. 

(Comlnuod fmm Page A l l  

"Senator Glenn M y  believes that 
we need to continue the cleanup 
effortr at Feanald and m a s  the coun- 
try. If we don') do it now, ltll cost even 
mora mono UI the long iun," Glenn 

Tho 1.n Alar d..aibd ir based o n  
c m Inaccurate a o u m  tiom. 

the Militaay Ppduction Networ! aaid. 
The gmup mad tho plan b i l e  ta ana- I -dh lyze d dtea fbr which DOE is responei- 

spokesman I; McCleary eaid. 

8.a.d) 
'But that did not reassure 

n;ei hbore of cleanup eitea. AJm 
sail if the program receivee 
annual ftnding of $6.6 billion. 
the  DOE ant ic ipates  that 
cleanu would not be com let- 

site near Denver and at the 
Nevada test site by 2006, 

"Under all scenarioe, work at 
major sites would continue 
paat 2006," he said. 

"It aounds pretty clear to me 
that they are saying they won't 
be able to frniah their cleanup 
in Ohio and Colorado in 10 
years,'' said Suean Gordon, 
director of the Military Produc- 
tion Network. 

Representativea of the Seat- 
tle-baeed organization a r e  
meeting with neighbore of DOE 
aites nationwide. That included 
a eeesion Thursday ni ht  with 
Ferneld Reeidenta for !kwiron- 
mental Safety and Health. . 

"Cleaning up these sitee 
ne& to be the f irst priority. 
That's the commitment we feel 
the government gave us, and 
that'e the commitment we 
want them to hold to," said 
Lisa Crawford, preeident of 
FRESH. 
U.S. Sen. John Glenn, D- 

Ohio, said he wante t h e  
cieanupa to be given priority. 

(Please som RRNALD, Fago AZI 

ad in &io, at the Rocky P lata 

ble, accepts weaker enviionmenhl stan- 
dards than thoee rquirad by cleanup 
agreementa and aeoumee 8te ped-up 

aitee without a final plan or iatmm#l 
participation by communities along 
ahi mentmutes. 
drnald proceeeed uranium for use 

in nuclear woaporu frum 1961 until 
production stopped ia 1989 to coocen- 
trate 'an cleanup. The DOE is doing 
cleanupe at more than 160 srtee 
hationwide. including eighth Ohio. 

Yhiprnenca of nuclear wastes B etween 



Fernald Community Reuse 
Organization Chair 

Ac9ulsWon 
Page 5 
"Fernadd Cbmnrrnuy Rewe 0rganlr;otlon Chait" 
By Dr. David Mc wlulomr 

The Rmald  Community RaUee 
Organization (CRO) continua UJ @D Wpc- 
rienco and chart a CDUCBC for the furun that 
will addrcee the ne& of stakcholdcra who 
live near or work at Ihc F m d d  
Envimnmmtd Management PIUJCCt Relv 
Roas. Ohia. 

With thc i m p d i n g  clo8urc of the U.S. 
Dcpanment of Energy (DOE) owned 
Fmeld sire, DOE is roaching OUI w strrke- 
holdcrs lo m i s t  displaced workem and 
impacted communilics fmm losing eco- 
nomic fooling dlcr Ihc site completes 
cleanup. Last fall. DOE estnblishcd the 
Ferndd CRO to nsearch and p v i &  rcc- 
ommcnbtions on pmpr~y and equipment 
muse. worker rnnsiuon and CCOnOmiC 
development issues rcsuldng from down- 
oiting ai the Femdd sitc. The cornpsidon 
af thc group generally rcflccta the IaXIl, 
In-iownehip ciimmunilies (Crosby, Row 
nnd M-n Townshipr) surrounding the 
F c d d  sire. Membcn incluck local wi- 
Jenu. bushes Iadcts.  local elected dTi- 
CiUlS. educa~ors, economic Jevcl~penl 
rcgionol planncrs. and RmdJ cmployccx 

A8 a starting point. DOE provided a 
chaner, o p r i i i t d  ground rules md a mis- 
sion 8taKII)cnI for considemion. Following 
months of urglmidng. planning. and ground 
work typ id  for any new cummuniry p u p .  
the CRO initialed a planing process 10 
build a etrong foundaaon and B ~ L  a clear 
path forward. (Ine of the firs1 aciiona we 
identified wae IO complete the eppliccrlion 
process for a sm-up grant from DOE 
which requid ikarpontion aa a non-prof- 
ir organization under the sutc of Ohia We 
occomp(iehcd boch u d v i t k s  in April, curd 
DOE awardd o (me-ywr. $150.100 SW-up 
g m l  to thc CRO on April 30. The CRO 
will usa tho gmnc lo mMn profWi0nal con- 
sulmnr services w help the group orgonizr. 
plan its economic Jovelopment and pubtic 
involvcmtnt etmtcgios, devclop perfor- 
mance mc3aurcs. and establish ite Orrice 
wilbin Ihc cammunily. The pan: is effcc- 
tbo May 1. 1997 through A p d  30, 1998. 
we arc cumntly applying (0 the Internal 
Revenue Scnice for exemption from fedcr- 

-4hwomt fax under Sccuon SO01 (C) (3). ...-.- 

sitins. We will suwcy swkeholders to deler- 
mine their needs, inrcnst. and opinions; 
invctc slDkeholdcts to jorn our cammiltce, 
Y appropriate: and mnttnue m hold open. 
local matinw. 
The Fcmld CRO IS proud of our accom- 
plishrnenrs. Howcvcr. we m just a g i n -  
ning our task. Our s h a d  commitment is IC1 
cngage in an honest and ethical dcctsion- 
muhng pnxesr. promote thc consciencioua 
use uf tax d0ll;mrs. and v i d e  oppwtunitics 
lor an a p n  cxchange of id-. UltimaWy, 
wc hop our work will sowe tho nccds and 
interest of our communities by gcncdng 
sound economic development @am that 
slrenglhcn our ewnurnic future 89 FernaW's 

-denup pgreucs. -- 

Tu lead rha Fernold Communlry Rewc 
Ogdzalion. DOE appoinicd Dr. Duvid 
McWiilm. mperinrandmi of ROJJ Local 
&hod Dlmia, p1 rhe choir Dr. McWilMmr 
kor WOVW In edreelun for mom rhnn 26 
ysorh and has mMer f and dorromle degncs 
In !an#ua#e commmlcallonr fmm rha 
Unhmity of PIIubnrlh. 




