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| INCLUDED IN THIS MAILING ARE:

Announcements

Draft Minutes from Task Force Meeting on May 10, 1997
Public Meetings /Workshops for 1997

Newsclippings '

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

ROSS TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES MEETING: There will be a meeting  ~
of the Ross Township Trustees on Thursday, June 19, 1997, at the Ross
Fire House. Topics will include an update on the “aesthetic barriers”
and work being done in connection with natural resource restoration.

DOE/FEMP MEETING: DOE-FEMP representatives will explain
various aspects of the Accelerated Cleanup Plan and future Project
Priorities to stakeholders with a question and answer availability
session during and after the presentation. This meeting will take
place on Monday, June 23, 1997, at the Alpha Building, Classroom B.

DOE PUBLIC MEETING: There will be a DOE Public Meeting on
Tuesday, June 24, 1997, to discuss Waste Placement Issues for the on-site
disposal facility at 7:00 p.m. in the Alpha Building, Classroom B.

RECYCLING METHODOLOGY PUBLIC MEETING: The final
installment in the series of recycling workshops will take place on
Tuesday, July 8, 1997, at the Alpha Building, Classroom B. This
meeting will respond to stakeholder input on the Draft Final Recycling
Methodology, recently been made available for public comment.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT WORKSHOP: DOE-FEMP will hold this
workshop in response to requests from stakeholders, and will discuss
what is envisioned for public involvement in the future, as well as
answering questions and obtaining input from the attendees. The
meeting will take place on July 24, 1997, at the Alpha Building.

TASK FORCE MEETING: The next full Task Force Meeting will be
held on Wednesday, July 9, 1997, at 6:00 p.m. in the Alpha Building.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (Continued):

O COMMUNITY REUSE ORGANIZATION: There will notbe a
CRO meeting in the month of July. Individual committees will meet,
but the regularly scheduled full CRO Board will not meet again
until August. In addition, please note that CRO now has a message
line at 648-4168, which has recordings of the latest news and changes
in CRO meetings. If you have any questions, you can also leave a
voice message, and someone associated with CRO will return your call.

O DOE ACCELERATED CLEANUP PLAN: The Draft Discussion
version of the DOE Complex-Wide Accelerated Cleanup Plan was
formally released to the press and to the public on Thursday, June 12,
1997. An audio news conference, with members of the press calling in
with questions from across the DOE Complex, was held at 2:00 p.m. on
the 12th. Public Affairs personnel in DOE -FEMP and FDF also mailed
a copy of the plan to each member of the Fernald Citizens Task Force on
the same day as its public release. Release of this draft discussion form
of the document puts into motion a 90-day comment period designed to
gather stakeholder input, and you are encouraged to review the
document and respond to DOE.

QUESTIONS:

Please call John at-or Doug at-with questions or concerns.
You may also fax or e-mail us at:

John FAX: 281-3331 E-MAIL: john.applegate@law.uc.edu

Doug FAX: 648-3629  E-MAIL: &
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Chair
John S. Applegate

Members

James C. Bierer
Marvin W. Clawson
Lisa Crawford
Pamela Dunn
Constance Fox, M.D.
Darryl D. Huff
Thomas B. Rentschler
Warren E. Strunk
Robert G. Tabor

Dr. Thomas E. Wagner
Dr. Gene E. Willeke

Ex Officio

L. French Bell
Jack Craig

Gene Jablonowski
Graham Mitchell

Draft Minutes from the May 10, 1997 Meeting

The Fernald Citizens Task Force met from 8:32 a.m. until 10:45 a.m. on
May 10, 1997, at the Alpha Building, 10967 Hamilton-Cleves Highway,
Harrison, Ohio. The meeting was advertised in local papers and open to the

public. Time was reserved for public input.
meeting, members toured the site.

Members Present:

Members Absent:

Designated Federal Official Present:

EPA Headquarters:

Task Force Staff Present:

At the conclusion of the

John Applegate
French Bell

Jim Bierer

Marvin Clawson
Jack Craig

Lisa Crawford
Pam Dunn
Constance Fox
Darryl Huff

Gene Jablonowski
Dan McElroy
Graham Mitchell
Robert Tabor
Thomas Wagner
Gene Willeke
Thomas Rentschler
Warren Strunk

None

Gary Stegner
Jim Saric
Tereza Marks

Crystal Sarno
Douglas Sarno

About 20 spectators also attended the meeting, including members of the public and
representatives from DOE, Fluor-Daniel Fernald, and FRESH.

A United States Department of Energy Site-Specific Advisory Board

3

Post Office Box 544

Ross, Ohio 45061

513.648.6478
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.saw a continuing role for the Task Force, to please 1

Fernald Citizens Task Force Minutes, May 10, 1997

1. Call to Order
Chair John Applegate called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m.
2. Announcements and New Business

Applegate announced that the March rrunutes W111 be distributed for review in the
next Friday mailing. :

It was announced that Jack Craig was replacing Phil Hamric o sk Force for

DOE.
Since the Task Force last rnet' the General Acco

that there was not much for the Task Force to work on

Applegate noted that the Ten-Year Plan for X :complex will be released on

May 21, and comments will be du ransportation Committee
take a look at the plan and report b
Applegate suggested that the’ ; week night, instead of on a

eld on Wednesday, July 9.

e update on recent road changes.

lights installed at the intersection of Route 128 and
nderway from I-74 through Ross. The repavement will
ill require lane closings until then. A right turn lane is to
1 upgrade of a small bridge south of Ross is scheduled
ne closings.

d: Hamilton County plans to resurface Willey Road in late 1997.

On -Site; The North Access Road will be closed on July 1. The rerouted North Access

Road will be open in October. The site is looking at ways to limit traffic and emergency
response delays by putting a traffic cop at Willey Road, by adding a right turn lane on SR
128, by proposing alternate routing, and by implementing staggered shifts.

Due to road changes, Emergency Response Teams will require as much as five
additional minutes to respond to emergencies in some areas.

: Wagner indicated that the committee was confident that a lot of careful thought has
gone into managing these transportation issues.
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Fernald Citizens Task Force Minutes, May 10, 1997

Monitoring and Recycling Committee

Pam Dunn, Committee Chair, noted that there will be a meeting on May 21, to-look
at revisions to the recycling protocol, the monitoring results from Area 1 Phase 1, the status
of the Integrated Environmental Monitoring Plan, and soil certification.

Natural Resources Committee '

. Committee Chair Jim Bierer reported that on' May 25, there will be a reburial of the
. Native American remains and a special ceremony. He reported that;#in response to
committee recommendations, DOE will produce a bi-weekly publicati p the public
informed on what will be happening on site starting within the next t
will be mailed. DOE is proposing to implement tree plantings as
SR 126 and Willey Road.

¢ barriers along

4. Budget and Schedule Issues

Doug Sarno noted that the July 1995 Tas
accelerated clean up plan that was based on a cert

-how these changes affect the
~role is in helping with these

issues.

Jack Craig said that much
calendar year. As these wastes ar
therefore, less cost.
sector. However, DO
_cannot ‘find a purchaser they will have to
Nevada. This will probably cost several
fact, the budget includes the projected
r legacy waste projects are on schedule and
ject to overpack the thorium drums is well ahead
98. There will be extra funds as a result Plant 5

save money as the work progresses.

ell said that if the privatization money is cut, it would result in a
ut. Jack Craig expects the site to get one half of the $41 million in
budgeted.

: J 1 'Bradburne commented that the loss of $41 million is a significant reduction in
the budget. Jack Craig explained that privatization funding requires private contractors to
put up the initial costs of construction to be paid later on by the government as results are
achieved. If that money is not made available by Congress when it is due, then the site will
have to pay it out of the operating expenses. 4

An audience member asked which plant is be razed next. The boiler plant will be

razed, followed by Plant 9. He noted that in Plant 8, there is a kiln that can be used to dry
out materials.
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Fernald Citizens Task Force Minutes, May 10, 1997

Doug Samno suggested three ways for the Task Force to get involved in budget
issues: 1) provide input for technical decisions, 2) keep the site high profile to protect the
budget, and 3) give direct recommendations on efficiency issues, i.e., define inefficiencies
and find ways to deal with them. Sarno asked if giving direct recommendations is
something in which the Task Force would like to be involved. He said the Task Force was
already providing input for technical decisions and keeping site profile high.

Doug Sarno noted that DOE is countmg on increased productivity. over the life of
the project in order to meet its budgets. If the Task Force were to b me_involved in
efficiency issues, it would create a committee to examine these issues:
time.

Gene Willeke said that the Task Force is committed to. an up and
that we should be working to move the site in that directi

James Bierer said that the Task Force is extremely important in what: pening
on the site. It is imperative that the Task Force _ i sition in
upcoming decisions.

-DOE to be open and honest,
we take this on, we need a

Pam Dunn said that for this issue, it is im
and lay issues on the table. She also noted that
commitment from DOE to that effect 1
financial information. Applegate ask i D eSentative, if that was a
problem. Jack Craig answered n: d i
this information would help to mov
information need to occur in Washi
Applegate said they would definite
Rentschler said that h
did not receive an a

‘of the changes to obtain this
eed to happen on site. John
ance of the regulators. Tom
equesting financial information. He
ettlng only a partial answer. Vitrification

accurate info ation that we do get.

Lisa Craw mmittee be establishéd to handle this issue. It
. was agreed. :

d cost. Any of these factors could represent changes from the existing ROD.
In this case, the difference in cost from the original estimate is enough to make the ROD
- amendment for Silos 1 and 2 necessary. With Silo 3, the scope has remained the same, the

technology is basically the same, and the cost is in the same ball park. Thus, the ESD will

be sufficient for Silo 3. This explains why there are two regulatory processes being done,
the ROD amendment and the ESD. _

Gene Willeke asked who makes this decision. Saric replied that it is an agency

decision. Saric stated we are looking at a 12 - 18 month time frame for the ROD
amendment.
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favorable. There have not been any public meetings

. going to meet with them. John Applegate would

Fernald Citizens Task Force Minutes, May 10, 1997

John Applegate pointed out that it seems as if we will be doing a lesser evaluation
on Silo 3 with just the ESD. Saric said that is not the case; the ESD will look at all of the
relevant factors. Applegate asked why one will take over a year and one will take only a
few months. Doug Sarno explained that the ROD had.more formal comment periods
between DOE and the regulators, adding the extra time to that process, commenting that
both the ESD and the ROD are thorough processes.

Lisa Crawford asked for an official written statement from E
explaining how they came to the decision about the ROD and the E:
concern that this might be a way to avoid vitrification.

headquarters,

Pam Dunn asked if we had any information from the
they would accept cementation waste from Silo 3. Nina Akgu
returned from Nevada, and the indication from the \

with NTS, and will provide a workshop to the ci

meeting, and Tom Wagner is
ite someone from the Nevada
CARB to join our Waste Management Committee. ' »

Lisa Crawford asked Ji
period during which the ROD

cerﬁfy that these minutes are an accurate account of the
May 10, 1997, meeting of the Fernald Citizens Task Force.

John S. Applegate, Chair Date
Fernald Citizens Task Force ‘

Gary Stegner Date
Designated Federal Official ‘
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PUBLIC MEETINGS/WORKSHOPS FOR 1997 (some TBD)

15 DOE .Community Mig.
22 DOE 10-Year Plan Mtg.

7,8 Health Effects Subcommittee
10 Task Foroe

14 Silos Project Workshop

20 Joint Response

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH
CRO Meeting 4  CRO Mecting 4 CRO Meeting

{1 Citizens Task Force 12 IRT Availability Session 13 CTF/FRESH & DOE/FDF

? STCG 12,13 Health Effects Subcomumittee 15 Citizens Task Force

23 FRESH 26  IRT Public Bricfing 18 STCG
19 CP&T

APRIL MAY JUNE
1 CRO Mecting 6 CRO Mesting 3 Silos Project Wkshp. - Nevada
3 FRESH 7 WM Subcommittee 3 CRO Meeting

9 WM Subcommittes

10 STCG .

12 MPN/FRESH Roadshow
16  Silos Project Workshop

9 Citizens Task Force

14 Public Involvement Workshop
16 CPAT

24 FRESH

TBD STCG

TBD Silos Project Workshop

TBD Aquifer Restoration Workshop

TBD Community Meeting
20,21 Health Effects Subcommittee

21 CP&T Mig. 23 Accelerated Cleamup Plan/Budget
21 EM Subcommittee 24  OSDF Roundtable
22 FRESH
27 OU2/0US Workshop
JULY AUGUST . SEFTEMBER
8 Recycling Methodology 5 CRO Meeting 2% CRO Mecting

17 CP&T

20 Citizéns'Task Force

25 FRESH- >

TBD STCG

TBD Nasural Resources Workshop

Open House

OCTOBER
7 CRO Mesting
TBD OUI/ARASA

TBD Soils/Water

NOVEMBER
4 CRO Meeting
15 Citizens Task Force
19 CP&T
20 FRESH
TBD STCG
TBD Commnmity Meeting
TBD Health Effects Subcommittee

For mare information, please call Gary Stegner at 648-3153.

DECEMBER
2 CRO Mecting

.
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Thursday, June 12, 1997

Fernald event
riles Vegas
Nevada-bound cargo
burst at loading dock

BY TIM BONFIELD
The Cincinnati Enquirer

When a waste shipping container at Fenald burst open at the seams last
month, the radiation didn't escape the building.

But the political fallout has reached as far a3 Las Vegas - where officials
Tuesday called for a hait to all further waste shipments from the former
uranium processing plant. !

The incident beﬁan at about ] a.m. May 22 at Femald's Building 30, the
loading dock where low-level radioactive waste is prepared for shipment to its
final storage place.

A metal box big enough to contain the wastes from |9 industriai-size
$S-gallon drums was packed and ready for a 2,400-mile journey by truck
from the former Fernald uranium processing site to the Nevada Test Site near
Las Vegas.

Shipment was planned within 10 days - but it never happened. Instead, a
chemical reaction of unknown origin caused the metal box to burst open. The
sound was loud enough to be heard by an employee outside the building, who
alerted emergency crews.

Energy Department officials at Fernald called it an "overpressurization event.”
But two Nevada congressmen, the mayor of Las Vegas and the executive
director of a Nevada nuclear waste agency call it a potentially serious
problem.

They want all truck shipmenﬁ from Fernald to stop, pending further
investigation.

"It could have happened in downtown Las Vegas. That waste passes within 50
yards of some the ﬁotels downtown. We wauld like 1o see all of these
shipments rerouted,” said Robert Loux, executive directar for the Nevada
Agency for Nuclear Projects.

So far, DOE has only partiaily complied.

Femald warkers have stopped shipping the waste that apparently triggered the
chemical reaction, but they have continued sending other wastes since the
incident. In fact, eight trucks have made the run since May 22, said Fernald
DOE spakesman Gary Stegner.

On Tuesday, Reps. Jim Gibbons, R-Nev., and John Ensign, R-Nev,, senta
letter to Energy Secretary Federico Pena objecting to the shipments.

"We find it disturbing that DOE wauld choose a route through the Las Vegas
Valley, seemingly without consideration to the public health and safety risks,
for transportation of radioactive waste,” the lctter said. “In concem for the
safety of our citizens, we are asking you to suspend further action ... "

PRB2/883
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Fernald officials say this is the first serious incident involving its low-level
nuclear waste since shipments begen in 1985 - and they say it wasa't all that
serious.

No one was injured. No radiation was detected outside Building 30.

So far, Fernald has shipped 4.9 million cubic feet, or about 125 million
pounds, of low-level radioactive waste. On average, 40 trucks a month make
the run from Femald west through Evansville, Ind., St. Louis, Amarillo,
Texas, FlagstafT, Ariz., and Las Vegas.

An investigation of the May 22 incident is expected to be compliete in about a
}veek,lcslaid Dave Kozlowski, associate director of safety and assessment at
ernald.

Nevada officials - who lost a lawsuit several years ago to block the waste
shipments - say the Fernald incident is a clear example of why even low-level
radioactive wastes should not pass through heavily populated areas,

But DOE officials said re-routing the waste to avoid l.as Vegas would
increase accident risks by adding more than 100 miles to the trip.

The Associated Press contributed to this report,

Comments? Questions? Criticlsms? For Websits issues, tel} Greq Nobla, online editor.
For The Enqulrer, send a *Lottar to the Editor. :
Cogydaht () 1996-97 by The Clncinnati Enquirer, s Ganneit Co. Inc, newspaper.
Bleszo tall us how tg Improve this site,

NO.316 P293-993

http://enquirer.com/editions/1997/06/12/1ac_femnald. html

06/12/97 06:55:25
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Sune 13, 1997
Journal News
Front Page
"DOE: $6B per year needed for cleanup”
Reporter: Jotin Nolan, Associated Press

Fernald .

(Continued from Page A1)

“Senator Glenn firmly believes that
we need to continue the cleanup
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Fernald waste
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DOE: $6B
per year
needed for
cleanup

By John Nolan
The Associsted Press

CINCINNAT!

The U.8. Department of
Energy may not be able to
clean up radioactive wastes at
Fernald and other sites within
the promised 10 years if Con-
gress doesn’'t provide 36 billion
per year to do it, a DOE official
said Thursday.

The desarc’ment hopes ta
persuade Congress to fund the
environmental management
program at that level because
the DOE envisions that, at a

- reduced 35.56 billion annual

funding level, it will not get the

. job done at all sites, said Al

Alm, assistant secretary for
environmental management.

The department’s aim is to
comply with environmental
laws and subataatially com-
plete the cleanups in 10 years
to avoid running up long-term
costs, Alm said.

Members of the Military Pro-
duction Network, a nationwide
coalition representing people
who live near radicactively
contaminatad DOE sites, said
they are concerned that the
agency is transferring money
that could be used for cleanup
into weapona programs.

“We're not cutting back on
our cleanup commitment,” Alm
said from Washington during a
teleconferences.

NO.345 P@P2/802

‘But that did not reassure
nmghbors of cleanup sites. Alm
said if the program receives
armual funding of $5.5 billion.
the DOQE anticipates that
cleanug would not be complet.
ed in Qhio, at the Rocky Flats
site near Denver and at the
Nevada test site by 2006,

“Under all scenarios, work at,
major sites would continue
past 2006," he said.

“It sounds pretty clear to me
that they are saying they won't
be able to finish their cleanup
in Ohio and Colorado in 10
years,” said Susan Gordon,
director of the Military Produc-
tion Netwark.

Representatives of the Seat-
tle-based organization are
meeting with neighbors of DOE
gites nationwide. That included
a session Thursday night with
Fernald Residents for Environ-
mental Safety and Health. -

“Cleaning up these sites
needs to be the first priority.
That’s the commitment we feel
the government gave us, and
that’s the commitment wae
want them to hold to,” said
Lisa Crawford, president of
FRESH

U.S. Sen. John Glenn, D-
Ohio, said he wants the
cleanups to be given priority.

(Plaase see FERNALD, Page A2)

ble, accepts weaker environmental stan-
darda

than those required by cleanup

agreements and assumes §te
shipmenta of nuclear wastes

ped-up
tween

offorts at Fernald and across the coun-
try. If we don't do it now, it'll cost even
mo:-kea money in 'hﬁ l&:g run,'.'dGlenn
okesman Bryan McCleary said.
Wn. lan Alm dncrlhoﬂo based on
unraal&dc or inaccurats gssumptions,
the Military Production Network aaid.
The group said the plan fails to ana-
lyze all sites for which DOE is responai-

sites without a final plan or i
participation by communities along
shipment routes. :
ernald processed uranium for use
in nuclear weapons from 19561 until
production stopped in 1989 to concen-
trate on cleanup. The DOE is doing
cleanups at more than 160 sites
nationwide, including eight in Ohia.
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Page 5 Fernald Community Reuse

"Fernaid Community Reuse Organtza!iau Chair”

By Dr. David McWilliams

The Femald Community Reuse
Organization (CRO) continues to gain expe~
rience and chart a course for the future that
will addresa the needs of stakeholders who
live near or work at the Fernald
Environmental Management Project near
Ross, Ohio.

With the impending closure of the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE) owned
Femald site, DOE is reaching out W stake-
holders 1o agsist displaced workers and
impacted communilies [rom losing eco-
nomic footing afler the site completes

Orgamzatlon Chair

MMA{LMMM

Qur vision is o work together, share
resources and provide a safe, family-cen-
tered environment while encouraging eco-
nomic growth. The CRO is now positioned
10 establish commitices which will develop
specific action plans for each of these strate-
gies. As an example, one commiltee will
develop a Fernald land reuse plan that
encompasses the necds of the community
whilc maintaining enviroamental safety and
cosUeffectivencss. Another commiutee will
determine available equipment and materi-
tis at the Fernald site and develap a plan o

Qur meetings normally occur on the
first Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m. at the
Rosa High School Media Center. We invite
you 1o aftend and participate as we work
through these issues. If you would like (o
be added to our mailing list, wish (o share
your input and ideas with the CRO, or just
want to confirm a meeting date and time,
we encourage you 1o call or write to: W

Fernald Community Reuse Organization
P. O. Box 38, Roes, OH 43061

cleanup. Last fall, DOE established the ~ oquitably distribute these resources in a (513) 484168
Fernuld CRO 10 research and provide rec. timely faghion to avoid wasting reusable
resources. A third commitiee will determine (hetp://www.fernald.gov)

ommendations on property and equipment
reuse, worker transition and economic
development issues resuling from down-
sizing at the Femnald site. The composition
of the group generally reflects the local,
lri-lownship communities (Crosby, Rosy
and Morgan Townships) surrounding the
Fernald site. Members include locai resi-
dents. business lcuders. local elected ofTi-
ciuls, educators, cconomic developers/
regional pianncrs, and Fermuld employces.
As 4 swurting point, DOE provided a
charter, operational ground rules and 3 mis-
sion stasement for consideralion. Following
manths of argunizing, planning, and ground
work typical for any new community group,
the CRO initiated a planning process (O
build a strong (oundation and set a clear
path foarward. One of the [irst actions we
identified was to complete the application
process for a stan-up grant from DOE.
which required incorporation as a non-prof-
it arganization under the state of Ohio. We
uccomplished both uctivities in Apnl, and
DOE awarded a one-year, $150, 100 start-up
grant o the CRO on April 30. The CRO
will use the grant (o rewin professional con-
sultant services to help the group organize,
plan its economic Jdevejopment and publiic
involvement strategies, develop perfor-
mance measures, and cstablish is office
within the community. The grant is effec-
tive May 1, 1997 through April 30, 1998,
We are currently applying to the Internal
Revenuc Service for exemption from feder-

—Aalincome mx under Section 501 (C) 3).

[ L

r‘-——-—

regional economic ‘initiagves and conslder
jssues impacting the Fernald work force as
site cleanup activities progress. We wiil
continue to enhance our network with local
and state economic development organiza-
tions to coordinate cffons and benefit from
exisling programs.

Throughout the process,public involve-
ment will be critical to our success. We will
develop a comprehcnsive plan for involv-
ing our stakeholders in the CRO’s decision-
making process. Our goal is to inciude
public input in all of our plans and deci-
sions. We will survey stakeholders to deter-
mine their needs, interest, and opinions;
invite stakeholders to join our cammitlee,
as appropriate: and continue ‘o hold open,
local meetings.

The Fernald CRO is proud of our accom-
plishments. However, we are just begin-
ning our task. Our shared commitmentisto
cngage in an honest and ethical decision-
making process, promote the conscientious
use of tax doltars, and provide opportunities
(or an open cxchange of ideus. Ultimatey,
wc hope our wark will serve the needs and
interest of our communities by generating
sound ecomomic development plans that

. strengthen our econumic | utum as Fernald's

Sleanup progresses.

To lead the Fernald Community Reuse
Organitation, DOE appointed Dr. David
McWilliams, superintendent of Ross Local
School Dissrict, as the chair. Dr. McWilliams
has worked in educaion for more than 26
years, and has masrer's and doctorate degrees
in language communicaiions [rom the
Unidversity of Pitisburgh.






