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EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE MEETING: The inaugural meeting of 
this new Task Force committee will take place on Monday, July 7,1997, 
at the Uno Building from 7:OO p.m to 9:OO p.m. Briefings will include 
presentations on federal budgeting, the F E W  baseline, and optimiza 
tion efforts associated with the baseline. The committee will have 
an opportunity to develop a problem statement and begin a work plan 
to address it. 

RECYCLING METHODOLOGY PUBLIC WORKSHOP: The final 
installment in the series of recycling workshops will take place on 
Tuesday, July 8,1997, at the Alpha Building, Classroom B. This 
meeting will respond to stakeholder input on the Draft Final Recycling 
Methodology, recently made available for public comment. 

TASK FORCE MEETING: The next full Task Force Meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, July 9,1997, at 6:OO p.m. in the Alpha Building. 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT WORKSHOP: DOE-FEMP will hold this 
workshop in response to requests from stakeholders, and will discuss 
what is envisioned for public involvement in the future, as well as 
answering questions and obtaining input from the attendees. The 
meeting will take place Monday, July 14,1997, at the Alpha Building. 

WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE TRIP: The Waste 
Management Committee will take a day-trip to Brookhaven 
National Laboratories in Upton, New York, on Wednesday, 
July 16,1997, to look at current research on micro-encapsulation 
processes. 

Please call John at or Doug at with questions or concerns. 
You may also fax or e-mail us at: 

John FAX: 281-3331 E-MAIL: john.applegate@law.uc.edu 
Doug FAX: 648-3629 E-MAIL:  
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ACCELERATED CLEANUP PLAN VIDEOCONFERENCE: On 
Tuesday, July 22,1997, there will be a videoconference between A1 
Alm and stakeholders to discuss the recently released ACP discuss- 
ion draft. This will take place in the Health and Safety Building, 
Room 111, from 700 p.m. to 9:OO p.m. 

FRESH MEETING: The regularly scheduled FRESH meeting will 
take place on Thursday, July 24,1997, at Venice Presbyterian Church 
on Layhigh Road in Ross. The meeting will begin at 730 p.m. and is 
open to the public. 

SILO 3 PUBLIC WORKSHOP: There will be a Silo 3 Public 
Workshop at the Alpha Building on Tuesday, July 29,1997. This 
meeting will take place from 7:OO p.m. to 9:00 p.m. The tentative 
agenda involves presenting further data to the public. It also will 
address responding to request for deliverables made during the Silo 3 
Workshop on June 16th in an effort to continue narrowing the 
technology option to be presented in the Silo 3 Explanation of 
Significant Difference (ESD). 

. 

COMMUNITY REUSE ORGANIZATION: There will not be a 
CRO meeting in the month of July. Individual committees will meet, 
but the regularly scheduled full CRO Board will not meetagain 
until August. In addition, please note that the new CRO message 
line (648-4168) has recordings of the latest news and changes 
in CRO meetings. If you have any questions, you can also leave a 
voice message, and someone associated with CRO will return your call. 

1 
Please call John at or Doug at with questions or concerns. 
You may also fax or e-mail us at: 

John FAX: 281-3331 E-MAIL: john.applegate8law.uc.edu 
Doug FAX: 648-3629 E-MAIL: 

, at 



DOE: Fernald clean-up won’t finish by deadline 
BY I’M BONFQLD 
’ Ibcc i lKhnat i~u im 

Witb $6 billioa a year, lbe U S  
~ d E = w l D O E ) p r e -  
dicts it laa clean up most ndioac- 
tive waste at most d the nation’s 
nuclear weapons sites by 2006. 

But M matter bow much maaey 
Coorpcos tbrowa in. c l e ~ t u p  at 
F d  will ml be M y  compiete 
by that dadline, DOE offidals said 
Friday. 

In fact, uadw tbe &test ream- 

dan#eraro waste at F d d  - 
. .  

=oded Pb mttrs - 
dudgeb the K-65  OS- tbe most 

won’t even stut until 2006. 
00 Thursday, AI Abn. DOE a6- 

sistant secretary for ewimnmental 
emenl, presented a plan thal 

cleanup efforts at seven nudear 
waste sites in Ohio, plus the Rocky 
Flats site aear Denver. and the 
Nevada Test Site by 2006. 

But if funding is limited IO $5.5 
billicm a year. none d tbe deadhe 
would be met, Mr. A h  said. 

Witb full fualing, the W E  plans 
aU nudear mteri- 

eting all grmmdankr treatment %y 2005. Those awnnphions were 

Zr “SUbetulLhBp” completiag 

a L l f M r r 7  als from F e d  by 1- and corn- 

based 00 data f r m  1995. and are 
i l ~  longer valid. said Ken Morgan, 
spa&esnun for WEs Ohio field 
OlIiCe. 

The biggest change has beenr 
failure of a pilot vilrification plant to 
test whether radium-laced waste in 
the silos d d  be rndted into glass- 
like beads before shipping &site. 

After an E u i m  investigation 
hst year, the%E acknowled ed 

far behind schedule. 
W E  dficials slill suppart witrili- 

cation. b u L  h e y  intend l o  hand Ibe 
pb to a new contractor. According 
to an independent review (earn re 

the vitrification project has f a& n 

part in April the soonest vitiifica- 
tiarr could begin is 2006. wirb com- 
plelion in 2011. 

If offkbls opt Lo encase the 
waste in cemcat, tbejobcwldstart 
in 2003 and be complete by 2008. 

Except for s ib  cleanup, Fernald 
has made significanl progress in 
clean-up. aemalitioa of plant build- 
ings, soil excavation and shipment 
d other stored wastes at F e d  
may be complete by 1999. 

Groundwater treatmenk is mov- 
ing ahead ol pr&ons for 2015 
comp&tion, but may not mee~ the 
2005 deadhe presented to Con- 
gress, Mr. Morgan said. 



Fernald cleanup firm agrees to pay $8.4 million E 

Whist le blower 
to get big chunk 
F t m  rtrR mW rdnnVaT8 

The company hired by the 
U.S. Department of Energy lo 
clean up the heiwily polluted 
Fernald uranium processing 
plant will pay 38.4 mlluon to set- 
tle a lederal wNstleblower law 
suit. 

Fluor Daniel Femald said 
Thursdey it wrmld d e  the 6uit 
accusing the company 01 bilklng 
tarpayers out of more than $92 
mWlon 

The settlement is the l a r m  
Lor a wbbllehlower case IltIgabd 
by 8 p r t W  lawyer a d  not the 
US. Justice DBpartmenl, sald 
Justice Depatment afflcials 

Fluor DaIW Pernald. a sub 

charged the government mom 
sidlary of Flw corp.. has 

tban $1 bUbn s b  It  WBS 
awarded tbe fiveyear, $2.5 bib 
Uon cantract in 1992 Lo manage 
the cleanup at the site 18 d e s  
northwest of Cincinnati. 

The company said it agreed to 
pay $3.7 @ion for apparent vi* 
lettons. including $2.6 U i o n  to 
the governmenl; 5 1.7 million In 
attorney lees; and $3 million ta 
the former company engineer. 
William Watt, who filed the law- 
suit against Fluor Daniel 
Pe&d Walt, 59, reslgned h-om 
Fluor Daniel Fernald in January 
1995 over mmpany practices. 
US. District Judge S. M h u r  

Spiegel approved the seltlement 

"This linally brings an end b 
a very &tubing attach on the 
integrity of our operations." said 
John Bradburne, president of 
Fluor Daniel F d d  
''We have vigorously investi- 

gated these cldms, found no 
wrongdoing and spent nearly $2 

ThI-USday. 

0 the case against Fluor Daniel 
Major a i x u s a l h s  against Flu- 

01 Daniel Femald indude: . Uwghg mslwialr, labor, penses. 
design work andadrninistralive 
expenses lo the gouernment. 
a Submitting false dalmr for 

millions of dollars for lirms work- 
ing with fluor Corp.. the parent 
company of Fluor Dank1 fernald. 
to obtain rhe cleanup contract. 

I) Ch- the gowermnenl 
for unappcoved of unallowed ex- 

Prepari'Rg a deanup @an in 

I Retaliating against Willjam 
1993 tilled with false data. 

Watt. a fom@f company en9i- 
neer. because he spoke out 
against company praclices. 

million in our defense. In LNS 
p m m ,  we succeeded in &feat- 

the safe cleanup of the Fernald 
sib." 

h g  hall the orlgiaal claims and 
strongly belleve those remaining 
hem no meril" 

Bradhume said the company 
chose ta settle Lbe remninlng 

coming so castly and had be- 
come "8 &traclion l . ~  the cuitl- 
my ' s  principal miuion. namely 

claims because the suit was be- 

The plant processed uranium 
for the government's productlon 
of nuclear weapons trom 195 I 
until July I W .  

Watt, now oC Augusta. Ga. 
filed a federal Fhbe CLaimS Act 
and retaliation lamuit Dec. 6. 
1993. H e  UCUSIXI the company of 
committing fraud between 1893 

and nanclal 1895 and by creating performance phony re ti- $ 
He sald the company chargec 

Porn- 

materials. design work. hbor 
and administrative costs to 
unautborlzed government con- 
trol and charge accounts. 

And he said the conipany sub 
mitt& false claims for millions 
of dollars on behalf at cornpa- 
n1e.s that teamed with Fluor 
Corp. to oblain the Fernold con. 
tract. 

"Bill Watl feels h a t  the sr~tlt 
nienl vindicates his charges 
brought against Fluor on hi3 
own behalf and on behall or U.S 
tnupayers," Watts' attarnem sal 
in a statement released ~ h m s .  P 
day -1. UI 

Had the uuhlsthblower CW 8 
gone ta trlal under the fedaral 
False Claims Act, Fluor Danlel 
Fernald officials could have 
been ordered to pay Iriple darn- 
ages - 9376.6 iirillion. i! 

UI 

.- 



Time to clean up the clean-up 
It‘s time for Ohio’s Coiigressmen to against him because he spoke out and 

step up and find a fix for the incessant tried to stop the “abuaes.” He re- 
management problems of the clean-up signed in January 1995. 
at Fernald. Congreasional hearings - If the case had gone to trial, Fluor 
avoided during a recent GAO audit - Daniel Fernald officials risked paying 
are needed now to detcnnine the triple damages of $276.6 million, if 
fitness of the contractor to found liable. In signing the 
handle any pad of the multi- agreement, the company ad- 
billion d o h  job and of the nutted no wrongdoing at Fer- 

nald. According to a company Department of Energy to 
monitor it. press release. Fluor settled 

Fluor Daniel Fernald, the because the k i t  was too 
contractor that taxpayers are costly and distracting to liti- 
paying to clean up the nudear gate and because of adverse 
contaminated site in north- publicity. 
west Harmlton County, has 
been warned numerous times by DOE 
about safety and frnanciai i sm-age -  
ment problem. In 1993-94, Fluor 
officials came under fire from a Con- 
gressionl oversight committee, but 
continued to rack up vialations in 
1995 and 1996. 

For the last 16 montha, The En- 
quirer has revealed financial misman- 
agement by Fluor, lack of government 
oversight and other problems in the 
deanup. As a result, the U.S. Govern- 
ment Accountmg offtcc (GAO), at the 
request of local Congressmen, investi- 
gated. The audit was Limited in scope, 
but in Map, the Energy Departmeat 
stripped Fluor of an important part of 
the project, ciring findings of the GAO 
that confirmed The Enqwamreports. 

Fluor kept the overall contract and 
continues to win others from DOE. 
This week. the Teflon-conmctor 

dodged another bullet. Rum Daniel 
Fernald agreed to pay $8.4 million to 
settle a federal whistleblower lawsuit 
that alleged the company bilked tax- 
payers out of more than $92 million in 
the cleanup of Fernald. 

Wb,iatlehlower William Watt of Au- 
gusta, Ga.. former Fluor Daniel Fer- 
nad project control engineer, Ntd a 
federrl h-it ifi 1993. ne ekimal 
the company “committed fraud” ham 

perfonnance report8 and retaliated 
1992-95 through phony financial a d  

Meanwhile, Fluor’s three- 
year contract extension at Fernald. 
recommended by Ohio DOE officials, 
is on Energy Secretary Federico Pen- 
a’s desk to be signed any day. 

Fluor’s Femald operation, accord- 
ing to DOE, is intended to be the 
model for clean-ups at other U.S. 
nudear sites. Laat year, DOE gave 
Fluor a $5.5 billion contract to clean 
up H a n f d  nuclear site in Washington 
state. If Fernald’s the model, this 
could make other government waste 
tales look like nursery rhymes. 

But the story gets worse. During 
the whistleblower settlement talks, a 
DOE lawyer told Judge S. Arthur 
Spiegel that it would be virtually im- 
possible for the department to know 
whether Fluor or its partneg would 
by ro recover the $8.4 rmlliaa from 
taxpayers by incrementally billing the 
cast back LO the DOE throufgh Various 
invoices. 

So if the Energy Department ad- 
mittedly can’t provide oversight 
enough to protect tax money, then 
somebody else should. And Ohio R e p  
resentatives Rob Portman and Steve 
Chabot and Senators John Gfem and 
Mike DeWme ought to ask who. They 
SborJd quastion, too, the f%nesn af 
Fluor Daniel to continue at Feraad or 
participate in any other federal pro). 
ects, until there is rebblc aaUtiny. 

5 
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June 21,1997 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
Mem, 6 9  
"Job pmgmm to aid nucleur foci/& workers rhreorened" 
Reporter: Paul BaHon, Enquirer Wnshiniplon Bureuu 

Job program to aid nuclear 
facility workers threatened 
Fernald employees 
receive benefits 
BYPAULBARTON 
Enquirer Washington Bureau 

WASHJNGTON - A federal 
program designed to provide hiring 
preferences and job assistance to 
longrime workers at Fernald and 
other former nuclear weapons 
om is under attack in the Howe, 
with key adion set for next week. 

Membera of the military prw 
eurement subcommittee of the 
Howe N m i o ~ l  Security (hmmit- 
tee have moved to strike a pro- 

known as Section 3161 of the r ationai Defense Authorization 
Act. 

The pmgrem prwides hiring 
preferences to longtime warkers at 
nudear weapons s i t a  as cleanup 
m r k  is contracted out. 

For those who don't have the 
slrills to till cfeanup jobs and can't 
he retrained, the program provides 
Bcverence and job search help, 
among other bmefits. 

It is also designed to help com- 
munity economic development ef- 
farto 80 that area3 can generate 
jobs for former weapons plant 
wofktrs. 7. 

seh John Glenn, Pohio, played 
a leading role in passing the pro- 
gram in 1992, which cavers more 
than 1,900 workers at Fernaid and 
108,000 nationwide. 

&publicans in hngress, led by 
Rep Duncan Hunrer of CaUfornia, 
the subamunittee chairman, have 
questioned the program's costs be- 
cause workers @veri sevemce 

'We've got some 
concerns about the 
administration of the 
proflam. Our concern 
would be that the 
pro am needs to be 

taxpayer dollars. 
ma r ing best use of 

- Bdan Boaanconey 

benefits bave sometimes been 
hired back at different plants. 

Supporters of the program, Id 
by Rep. Tony Hall,. Pohio, a n  
trying to  get the defense bill 
amended to call for a sNdy of the 
program instead of elimination. 

The Ctinton adminismtion has 
alw said it opposes elimination. 

A vote on the House floor is 
expected next week. 
"We should never forget the 

DOE workera who helped us win 
the Cold War," Mr. Glenn said 
Friday. 

Rtp. Rob PO-, R - T ~ x T ~ c ~  
':I%*, WouId support a review i$ 
the p r o m  but not elimination, . .  
his office said Friday. . I . . .  

"We've got some concerns 
about the administration of the 
program." said Brian kanceney, 
Mr. Portman's press secretary. 

"Our concern would be that the 
program needs to bc making best 
we of taxpayer d o h a . "  - . .. .. 



8 4 3- * June 21,1997 
Jtwttal News 
Local. A3 
'fTuxpnyers won't #et Fernald bill" 
Repnner: Associafed Prc.n Taxpayers won't - . " -  

get Fernald bill i .w f 

Government says public does not have 
to pay $8.4 million settlement cost . ' 

Had the caee e t o  trial fhrrrroelmd- 
aIyQNwm under the federal dee CTaim' 

Act, Fluor Darud Fernaid of8-t 
Taxpe em will not pay an ciale could have been o r d e d t a v  

$8.4 d m  whiatleblower aet- ay triple damages - up 'to 
tlementforthecom anymanag $276.6 millian - if found' ...... 

The compan 8 parent, Fluor: Fernald uranium plant. 
The eettlement ie between Corp., I d e ,  alif., ea$ the 8et. 

Flwr Daniel Fernald and ita for- tlement would not affect 
mer emplo ee William Watt, h c e s  and would be BhaFed by 

Energy, owner ............... ..................... Watt had 
of the Fernald accueed the 
6ite. The Depatlment Of Energy 'is company of, 

Watt, a for- notaprtytothka@eement, e u b m i t t i a g  
mer Fairfeld a d  cosf~ -&d it fah c l m m  firr 

milliane afdol. and wouldnotbechargeableto lare ~ behalo 
the government.' of cornpaniea. 

project control 
e n g i n e e r ,  
charged in a that teamed 
1993 lawsuit. Ken Morgan with Fluor 
*at the Enegy Depanment spokesman c~rp. to 0- 
pany commit- ..................................... the Fernald 
ted fraud by contract 4 

creating phony financial and 1992. He eaid the compan 
perfilrmaaes rl"poIt8. charged mate-, deeigu & 

Fluor Daniel Femald con- laborandadmiwtmtivecoeteT6 
tinuee to deny wrongdaing. unauthorired govemmmt con- 

"DOE is not a party to thie tr01anddzarp;eaceounte. 
a eernent. and coata aseocrat- An audit completed thin ye& 
+$with it would not be charge- by the General Accounting 
able to the goverament," Emr- Office, Con ese' i n v d  tivS 

Department spokesman LVDS d F l u o r  D d b  &I Morgan said in a written nald of eeveral of Watta' 
etaternent Frida . tiann,cmnpan PresidentJa 

F 

ing the cleanup o F the f m e r  liable. 

aaid the dS. Department of Fluor'aprojectpartners. 

c? 

.... 

T 
He said Fluor &miel in Bradbume sai% 

*%~%omplon. a *e- 
woman tror F l u  Dnniel F d 4  
said tho armpsny will not aak to 
be nimbrpsedfar my ofthe coet. 
W e  won't ark, the won't 

reimburse ... It w i d  a a w m r  
ha en,'' Thorn don eaid. 

%or Danie r Fernald eaid 
Thursday it midid tbe sew 
msLIt to dpmd the mourrtho coda 
of fl ting'the ryit and the' dglbndww. 

I 

7 
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June 24,1991. 
Journal News 
Local, A3 
"State approves funds :o renm Fernald contraci" 
Reportefi Juna TPlrben, Thomas News Service 

State approves .I .. funds to renew Tt I. . 

Fernald ,:contrack 
By Janw Tabbm. plant, 60il contamination and 

.'lhOfll#OIl N m  8-IW . ;;two d o e  with"cuntamina+ 
COLUMIUS . .I .e:  I . JDateriale, Stegnersaid. . ' 

.-. me. tieanup of the two 6 
Cleanup effort8 at the' for- may taka untii2007, but Steg- 

mer Fernald uranium pro- . ner aaid the other arvtij 
cwsing plant appear to be on ehould meet the 2006 dmdlme 

2006, U.S. Department of meat'ofEnegyandOEP T- am schedule for completion in set for the e i b .  The D 

Energy spokea'man Gary working on the cl~anup. .'- . 
Sterner said Monday. 'The contract for Gedpraos, 

A date-spending aversight* which the state CbnkoiIiiq 
anel Monday. approved . Board approved without corn- E 400,000 to renew a two-year ment, wae e request of the 

contract wi th  HCI G e o k e ,  :QEPA. GeoTrans ie a Vir- 
the company hired ta perform ' ginia-be~ed company that epe- 
ground-water contamination... cializee in detailed ground- 
testing at Fernald. ' ' '  water monitoring and testing, 

The corn anfa &CBI wiU 'aad: remediation design 
be needed &r at liaat two mom .:Mew, Gianforcaro mid. ' 
yeara. said Ohia EnvLoamen- 'Fluor Daniel Fernald is the 
tal hurction Agency spokee-. Department of Energy's con; 
woman Beth Gianlofiara.. . tractmfor h. cleanup. .A 
+ Ground-water eontamha-' :: The '$400,000 CeoTrenr . 
tion is  one o f  six cleanup pm- cantract will be paid by thh 
jecta in the works : a t  the . etate and reimtnimed by the pt, whicb clbred .in 1868. ' Department . o f  Bnsr 

ther remediation projecte according to documcnte a 
am a waete pit, the physical wizh the Controlling Beard. 

, 
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