
A=- 

FRIDAY MAILING 

INCLUDED IN THIS MAILING ARE: 

0 Newsclippings 

CAB MEETINGS: 

0 FERNALD CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD MEETING: The next meeting of 
the Fernald Citizens Advisory Board will be held on January 17,1998, at 
8:30 a.m. in the Alpha Building. 

OTHER MEETINGS: 

0 

0 

FERNALD CLEANUP PROGRESS BRIEFING: The January Fernald Monthly 
Cleanup Progress Briefing will be held on Tuesday, January 13,1998, at 
6:30 p.m. in the Alpha Building, 10967 Hamilton-Cleves Highway. 

FRESH MEETING: The next FRESH meeting will be held on Sunday, 
January 22,1998, at 730 p.m. at the Venice Presbyterian Church on Layhigh 
Road in Ross. 

QUESTIONS: 
Please call John at  or Doug at ith questions or concerns. 
You may also fax or e-mail us at: 

John Fax: 281-3331 E-Mail: john.applegate@law.uc.edu 
Doug Fax: 648-3629 E-Mail: 
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January 6,1998 
Jowna! News 
Front Page 
WOS launches probe of Fernald w a t e  spill" 
Reporter: Mcholas G. Jonson 

DOE launches probe 
of Fernald waste spill 
By Nfcholar G. Jonson DOE w e  in WE&- 
JournrCNowa 
ROBS TOWNSHI? YZi2ri the inveatigatim 

will focua on the DOE3 opera- 
The U.S. Department of tione at F d d ,  aa well BB the 

8Xl-iZWt3Etigatiian 
a December inci- 

dent in which aa much rn 2 
da of radioactive reeidue E the former F m d d  ura- 

IAiW V E B *  p h t  flpued 
'on B highway near Kiagmaa, 

* Ariz. 
,,#@ugh state and federal 

o Q ~ E  determined the Dec. 
16 incident cawed no threat 
to the public, all shipments 
from Fernald wem suapend- 
ed Fding an iavestig$ion. 

EPnviionmentirl enpneer 
David Raat, one of two DOE 'y 
ofRciale from Fernald to visit 
the incident eite, said he 
expecte the euepeneion to 
elow the cleanu process for 
eeverd weeks. H ut he said 
the suspension probably wi l l  
not change the number of 
ahipmenta sent thia year for 
dieposd at the Nevada Teet 
Site near Mercury, Nev. 

"Given our ehipment fore- 
cast, if we can resume ehip- 
menta in the a p v g ,  I'm con- 
fident we can ehll make our 
eetimeted amount of ship- 
menta for the yBar," he mid. 

Raat said officials fram 
the DOE'S Ohio field office 
in Miamisburg began 
aeeembling a team of inves- 
tigators within a few days of 
the mcident. 

The team is composed of 
re resentatives from the DBE 'a field offices in New 
Mexico, Idaho and Nevad~, BB 
well as envkonnrental man- 
agement and environmental 
eafety and hedth wrta h m  

r t l a l l ~ a n d ~ u l e n t  
of the cmtainare used to ehip 
the Waete .  

"Everything's fair game 
here," Raat aaid We have ta 
find out what the root caume Q€ 
thie W a e P  
Lika previous shiprnente, 

tbe W a a b  involved in the Ari- 
uma inc iht  had been loaded 
into eeven.white metal boJcee 
Ilwuudn 4 &at lang, 4 feet Q feet wide. 

e of the boxfs caatained 
depletedandslightl enriched 
wnnium residue i om Fer- 
nald'~ weahwater treatment 
laot. The other two contained ih ding debria and 6ltIation 

rrand. 
Thw boxes had been loaded 

on an l&wheel traEtar-Mer 
truck for ahi ent to Nevada. 
Though o r aalskmwthat 

broken welds allowed the 
material to leak from the 
bow,  they are unsw how 
the breaka occurred. Hun- 
dreds of aimilar ahipmenta 
had been traneporbed without 
an pmbleme. 

k r t  said that before the 
Dec. 16 incident, the DOE 
had made about 1,400 ship- 
menta from Fernald using 
the metal boxes. 

"That'e why we have to 
find out what happened, 
what changed and what's 
different, and methodically 
walk throu h each of those 
proceasee," kast said 

h a t  said the have 
re rt is due in 
0Ri"O field d c e  by 

N0.224 P882/802 
0- 

- tii 119 
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January I, 2998 
The Clnclnnatl Post 

WiirorlabHigh hopes doe a new year" 
22A Editorial 

High hopes for a new year 
ne of the joys of New 
Year's Day is thinking in 
cyclical terms. The old is 

done with, one can imagine, and 
the new about to begin. 

It's the dsy to resolve to bet- 
ter ourselves and leave behind 
all that was unfortunate; a day 
to regard past habits and mis- 
takes merely as the cost of 
Iemiag. 

But we are not going to want 
to say goodbye to everything 
th8t came our way in 1897. 
Most of US surely would love 

to see the extension of more 
than a few trend lines, chief 
among them that of an economy 
that grew robustly. 

Employment waa 8t record 
hiohs and inflation at record 
lows in the 12 months just gone. 
Incomes were up, too, and the 
worst danger now Is ulet our 
politicians won't let good 
enough alone. 

So herd8 hoping that Con- 
greas continues to give Aist, 
Greenspan a Zree hand, and that 
Congrerre and the lame duck 
CUnton administration stay the 
coume on a balanced budget 
and find the gumption to ad- 
dress the longterm solvency of 
the Medlcam, Medlcaid and So- 
cial Security progrsms. 

Closer to home, there are 
plenty of New Year's resolutions 
for those responsible for making 

e public policy decisions. Here are 
some on our list. 
In Columbus: 

M Scbooi hmdlng. The overrid. 
ing priority is for Gov. George 
Voinovich and the Legislature to 
craft sn inteLUgent response to 
the Ohio Supreme Court man. 
date for an overhaul of the state 
school fundhg aryatem. 

The school lobby is being 4t 

the other eatreme we thoee (in- 

goveraor) who 868131 to believe 
It's poosible ta get naeded tm- 
mvamenta tn ONO ecbools for 
mtbg ia the way of new taxes. 

There are plenty ox ways to 
raise the necessary money, and 
there's a sensible proposal (the 
cine advanced by the BEST co- 
alition) on the bble for spend- 
ing it in ways that will help Ohio 
children learn better. 

Any plan the Legislature sub- 
mite to voters should also in- 
clude 8 major expansion in char- 
ter school options, BS well as 
safeguard8 to ensure that the ex- 
tra money being pumped into 
schools buys emaller classes 
and improved qusllty, rather 
than merely maklng it easier for 
teacher unlons to secure raises 
for the exlstlng workforce. 
I Electric utulty deregulation. 

Opening the electrlc utilfty In- 
dustry to campefiuon holds 
such promise of lower rates that 
it ought to be pursued - but 
carefully. 
The leaders of a legislative 

tssk force on the topic recently 
announced their conclusions, 
the full task force report is im- 
minent, and the time is ripe far 
leglfslstive debate sncl decision. 

ready pseaed deregulation bills, 
and Congress is in the process 
of developing a national super- 
structure for the process. 

In a perfect world, Oht0'6 de- 
regulation p h  would be consid- 
ered 88 part and parcel of the 
school funding debate (because 
the former requires major 
changeo in tax policies that af- 
fect schools). However, the con- 
sensus fs these topics are too 
complicated to consider toge4h- 
er: U so, deregulation should 
come Fight atter education. 

I Eleatlone. Ohioans will 
choose a new governor and a 
full siate of statewide office- 
holders in 1898; those choices 
will determine which party con- 
trols the reapportionment pro. 
cma after the 0000 Ceneun. Ohio 
will also pick a successor to re- 

0 

One fifth of the states have Sl- 

Once WedY and Ugh-handed; at 

C l U d h g  two Republicans who 
Want to sucaeod Votnavloh oe 
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tiring U.S. Sen. John Glenn. Be 
it resolved the campaigns will 
be substantive and decent. 

Growth management. This 
term Is beginning to meke its 
way into public policy debates. 
That's good. States like Oregon 
have shown the legislature can 
play a useful role in promoting 
sensible land use patterns an8 
protecting natural resources. 
Closer yet to home: 
Ft. Washington Way. Political 

leaders must cement tunding for 
Ft. Washington Way and get the 
project launched. It wiU make a 
safer connection between 571 
and 1-75, improve access to 
downtown 8nd reconnect it with 
the riverfront - all for a reason- 
able price. 
I Stadluma/RlverOront. The 

first order of business is to forge 
a city-county agreement on the 
Bengals' stadium. Then make a 
deciaion on the Reds' stacUum. 
Then lock in plans for the Un- 
derground Rallroad Freedom 
Center. Then design a grand 
public space along the water. 

' Then tie it all together with 
smaller, enduring projects that 
complement the exbting down- 
town core. 

Ambitious oak are 

.nation, state and 
Greater Cincinnati 
region. 

within reac a for the 

m 1-71 Corridor. 1908 should 
bring a decision on what i m b  

provements to W e  in the 1-71 
corridor. A Ught rail system con- 
necting the ahport, downtown, 
Pfll Hill, the zoo, the northern ' 

Island would be wondertul - 
but before embracing such an 
ambitious effort, citieena slnd 
policy makers need to accept 
the local tax burden it would re 
quire snd the land us8 controls 
(promoting higher density hous- 
out the corridor to make such a 
m a  trsllsit eysbm viable. 

suburbs a d  Pwmount  -6 

ing) that will be needed through- 

... 

m Bud system. Wlth or without 
light rsil, Greater Ctncinnati 
needs a tmly'regional bus sys- 
tem. The biggest one now, MET- 
RO. relies almost exclusively on 
the Cincinnati income tax for lo- 
cal operating funds, which all 
but dictates a cityoriented bus 
system. We need one that takes 
people where the jobs are, and 
the jobs aren't all In downtom 
Cincinnati any more. 
I ReglonaUam. The past year 

has brought a remarkable, and 
welcome, interest in ways to ad- 
dress needs on a regional bssis. 
The corporate sector is leading 
the charge, but increesingly po- 
litical and civic leaders are com- 
ing to understand that Greater 
Cinclnnati's competitlveness 
wlll be controlled by forces that 
often extend beyond polltlcal 
boundlsrtes rooted in the 19th 
Century. The challenge is for the 
players to identify what region- 
alism really means, and sort out 
areas where action on a broad 
front makes most sen=. 
I Clnclnnatl schools. The bts- 

M c t  needs to s a y  the course an 
the reorganization plan and pro- 
duce a restrained, common- 
sense proposal for addressing 
the district's building needs. 

PoUce radlos/compufem. 
Hamilton County commission- I 

ers need to find a better way to 
pay for a modem radio system 
and computers for public safety 
forces. 

W Ferneld. The contractor ruld 
regulators have made solid prog 
ress in cleaning up tbe site, but 
n 1Q98 they need to resolve the 
vexlng problem of how to re- 
move and safely store wastes 
born the IC45 silos. 
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December 31,1997 
Weapons Complex Mo&r 
Page 3 
*F7uar Donlei to Issue RFP for Retrieval System for SUO Waste 

Ehptesslons of Xnlen?st Due Jan 17'' 

FLUOR DANIEL TO ISSUE RFP FOR 
RETRIEVAL SYSTEM FOR SILO WASTE 
Expressions of Interest Due Jan. 17 

Fluor Daniel intends to issue a nquesr for proposals in 
April for a fixed-price contract to design and build an 
Accelerated Waste Retrieval System for residues from 
Silos 1 and 2 at the RmaId Environmental Management 
Pmject. The contracror also will perfom a mock-up test 
of Fluor's concept for the AWRS. Fluor officials require 
expressions of interest by Jan. 17 and anticipate awanf- 
ing a contract around Sept. 20. 

The AWRS is to include a full-scale Waste Retrieval 
System, a Tnurskr ?ink Area, and a Radon Control 
System. The cancq~l for the AWRS includes retrieval of 
all material h m  the silos; transfer of the material to the 
TTA for temporary storage; decantaminadon of both 
silos; of the makrial born rhe 'ITA to a planaed 
full-scale stabilization Wlity; and mtml and treatment 
of the radon generated in the headspace of the silos, thc 
TTA, and the WRS. Fluor persoanel will perform the 
full-scale operations. 

The f\lll-scale, mock-up testing will simulate the actual 
WE retrieval as closely as possible, by using a benign 
surrogate rhar has the physical qualities of the residues. 
The mock-up will use prrssures and flow rates under 
which the retrieval sysrem will need to uansfkr the actual 
wastes. Silos 1 and 2 will be breached for the epecific 
purpose of connecting the Radon Control System to the 
silos for headspace radon control. 

(Interested panies should submit a srandard SF 254 to 
Fluor Daniel Rmdd, Attn: Bill Hensley (MS52-3), 7400 
Willey Road. Hamilton, OH 45013-9402 or RO. Box 
538704. Cincinnati, OH 452534704. Contact Hensley 
at 513-648-4478. (CBD, 12/18/97)1* 
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December 31,1997 
Weapons comP(exMonitor 
Page 4 
"Fluor Dan&/ Fentald Gets 73% of Fee, Excellent lo Unsat&facrory Ratings" 

FLUOR DANIEL FERNALD GETS 73% OF FEE, 
EXCELLENT TO UNSATISFACTORV RATINGS 

Fluor Daniel krnald earned $9.11 million out of a 
possible $12.42 million-73 perrent-of performance- 
based incentive k s  for the period of April 1 through 
Sept. 30, 1997, receiving ratings from "Excellent" far 
technology development to "Unsatishctory" tbr quality 
assurance. Ohio Field OfRce Manager Leah Dever, 
bllawing the advice of the Performance Based Fee 
Board, determined that Fluor eaxned 67.5 out of 92 
possible points. Dever in her letter to Fluor Daniel 
Fernald President John Bradburne lauded the contractor 
for excellence in Tkchnology Development support; 
completing the Thorium Overpacking Project; on-site 
disposal hciliry activities; baseline compliance; and 
enhanced work planning. Hawcver, she told Bradburne 
that "rhe waste disposition activities" which led to the 
averpressurization of a waste container was a "major am 
of concern". . . .since work procedures and convols were 
found to be inadequate and led to an unsafe condition." . .  
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December 30,1997 
Journnl Pnss 
Poge 2 
"Fernald Update" 

- 1 1 9  

Fernald update 

There will be a Fernald 
Cleanup Prograss briofing at 6:30 
pm. Tuesday, Jan. 13, in the 
Alpha Building, 10967 
Hamilton-Cleves Road, n w  
Hamson. 

The briefing will explain tho 
critical analysis performed on tho 
U.S. Dcpartmcnc of Energy's plan 
for early rcuieval, aanrfer, and 
mmpatary atorago of ailor 1 ond 
2 residucr. 

Thort crlso wdl k 8 revlow of 
publlc cornmanta from 
rtal6holdar. I 

For more information, call 
1-513648-3 153, 

: 

. .  




