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FRIDAY MAILING

INCLUDED IN THIS MAILING ARE:

a Quick Reference Packet: Operable Unit Two

Q Quote from “Putting Customers First ‘97: Standards for Serving the American
People” by President Bill Clinton and Vice President Al Gore

Q Draft Agenda for the March 14, 1998, Fernald Citizens Advisory Board Meeting

Q Newsclippings

CAB MEETINGS:

Q JOINT FERNALD CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD/FRESH WORKSHOP
ON GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT PRACTICES: This workshop will
be held on February 25, 1998, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. The location is to
be announced.

Q FERNALD CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD MEETING: The next meeting of
the Fernald Citizens Advisory Board will be held on Saturday, March 14, 1998,
at 8:30 a.m. in the Alpha Building, 10967 Hamilton-Cleves Highway.

OTHER MEETINGS:

a COMMUNITY REUSE ORGANIZATION MEETING: The CRO will meet on
Tuesday, March 3, 1998, at 6:30 p.m. in the Ross High School Media Center,
3425 Hamilton-Cleves Highway.

Q FERNALD CLEANUP PROGRESS BRIEFING: The March Fernald
Monthly Cleanup Progress Briefing will be held on Tuesday, March 10, 1998,
at 6:30 p.m. in the Alpha Building.

QUESTIONS:

Please call John at - or Doug at -with questions or concerns.
You may also fax or e-mail us at: - _ '

John Fax: 281-3331 E-Mail: john.applegate@law.uc.edu
Doug Fax: 648-3629 E-Mail: “ l
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To: Citizens Advisory Board Members
FROM: Doug Sarno

SUBJECT: OU2 Quick Reference Packet
DATE: February 6, 1998

In our continuing effort to keep the CAB up-to-date on operations at Fernald, we are
providing quick reference sheets to outline activities in each operable unit since the
ROD. This month’s focus is Operable Unit Two.

Doug




I Quick Reference: Operable Unit 2 Activities | .
7 - As of January 1998

June 1995)-- 0U2 ROD signed
August 1995 )-- GeoSyntec awarded design contract for 0SDF (On-Site Disposal Facility).

June 1996) -- Pre-Final Design Package and Draft Final Remedial Action Work Plan for 0SDF submitted to EPA and OEPA.

= September 1996 ) -- Testing and demolition associated with the test Pad Program completed.

October 1996)-- Final OSDF design package was submitted to USEPA and OFPA.
-- Contract to construct the North Entrance Road and Haul Road
= awarded-to-Barrett-Paving-MaterialsInc:

== RFP for Phase I construction of the OSDF issued.

April 1997)-- Contract for Phase 1 construction of the 0SDF ' e — » - Construction of Haul Road begun.
awarded to Petro Technologies, Inc. —
--Villiage Building Services began construction of the
Leachate Conveyance System (ICS ).

June 1997 )-- O5DF Phase 1 construction begun by clearing and grubbing of the pine stand
in the northwest corner of the OSDF footprint.

July 1997 )-- Current North Access Road closed in support of Phase I construction.
- Construction of Relocated North Access Road begun.
--Cell 1 excavation begun in preparation for liner installation.
-- Construction of the sediment basin for OSDF Phase I completed.

August 1997 ) -- Excavation of Cell 1 liner completed.
-- Installation of cell 1 horizontal perched groundwater monitoring

well and Cell 1 compacted clay liner initiated .
~ Excavation of Cell 2 begun.

September 1997 )-- Installation of Cell 1 horizontal perched groundwater
monitoring well completed.
== Portion 2 cell excavation completed.

- Installation of Cell I compacted clayliner completed.
-- Installation of Cell 1 secondary composite liner initiated.
-- Installation of southern and eastern portions of LCS completed.
- Relocated North Entrance Road Paving, shoulder work, and painting completed; road reopened.

November 1997 )-- Asphalt poving, shoulder work, and painting to finish Haul Road completed.

- Installation of Cell 1 secondary and primary composite liners, leak detection system,
. leachate collection system, and protective cover completed.
-- Standard Startup Review performed.
-- First placement of impacted material.

Next Steps:
- @ Complete remediation of Southern Waste Units (1998) : S
o Complete remediation of Lime Sludge Ponds and Solid Wastes Landfill (after 2000)
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DATE _

June 1995

August 1995

May 1996

June 1996

September 1996

October 1996

December 1996

January 1997

Quick Reference:

Operable Unit 2 Activities
As of January 1998

CACTIVITIES o BT

OU2 ROD signed.

GeoSyntec awarded design contract for OSDF (On-Site Disposal
Facility).

e Preliminary Design Package for Waste Unit Remediation, Pre-[‘inal
Design Package for Haul Road, and Draft Remedial Action Work
Plan for Haul Road sent to.Agencies.

¢ Pre-Design Field Investigation completed.
e OSDF Test Pad initiated.

Pre-Final Design Package and Draft Final Remedial Action Work Plan
for OSDF submitted to EPA and OEPA.

e All testing and demolition associated with the Test Pad Program
completed.

e Maintenance of the Active Flyash Pile washout initiated.

e Final OSDF design package was submitted to USEPA and OEPA.

» Contract to construct the North Entrance Road and Haul Road
awarded to Barrett Paving Materials, Inc.

e RFP for Phase I construction of the OSDF issued.

e Periodic maintenance of the Active Flyash Pile washout completed.

o Construction of modifications to the seepage control system in the
South Field completed.

¢ Preparation of the East Field for installation of groundwater
monitoring wells for Cells 1 and 2 of the OSDF completed.

e 90% Design Package for the OU2 Southern Waste Units submitted to
DOE.

e Design of Haul Road and rerouted North Entrance Road was
approved by OEPA.

e Installation of four Type 2 groundwater monitoring wells for Cells 1
and 2 of the OSDF initiated; two eastern wells were completed.

e Agencies’ comments to the 90% Design Package for the OU2 Southern
Waste Units addressed.



February 1997

March 1997

April 1997

June 1997

July 1997

August 1997

Construction of Haul Road begun.

OSDF Groundwater/Leak Detection and Leachate Monitoring Plan
submitted to Agencies.

Clearing and grubbing for construction of the Haul Road completed.

Contract for Phase I construction of the OSDF awarded to Petro
Technologies, Inc.

OSDF construction begun.

Village Building Services began construction of the Leachate
Conveyance System (LCS).

OSDF Phase I construction begun by clearing and grubbing of the pine
stand in the northwest corner of the OSDF footprint.

Preparations made for the construction of the Relocated North Access
Road.

Draft Site Preparation Plan for Area 2, Phase I and the Certified for
Construction Drawings Area 2, Phase [ submitted to Agencies.

Procurement process for awarding the site preparation contract for
the Southern Waste Units initiated.

Current North Access Road closed in support of Phase I construction.
Construction of Relocated North Access Road begun.

Cell 1 excavation begun in preparation for liner installation.
Construction of the sediment basin for OSDF Phase I completed.

LCS lines installed in the areas of the Vitrification Pilot Plant
Access Road, the Haul Road, and the trailers west of the main FEMP
parking lot.

Technical report ¢ontaining updated flood routing modeling for
Paddy’s Run and revised cross-sections showing flood elevations and
groundwater elevations issued to Agencies.

Field sampling activities under the Project-Specific Plan for Area 2,
Phase I Site Preparation Areas Sampling initiated.

OSDF Groundwater/Leak Detection and Leachate Monitoring Plan
submitted to Agencies.

Excavation of Cell 1 liner completed.

Installation of Cell 1 horizontal perched groundwater monitoring
well and Cell 1 compacted clay liner initiated.

Excavation of Cell 2 begun.

WAC Attainment Plan submitted to Agencies.

Response to comments on Remedial Action Work Plan submitted to
Agencies.

Pressure testing on installed leachate lines performed.

Work on southern and eastern sections of the LCS begun.

Drainage culverts for Relocated North Entrance Road installed.




September 1997

October 1997

November 1997

December 1997

Next Steps:

!

Design of Haul Road and Rerouted North Entrance Road was
approved by USEPA.

Installation of Cell 1 horizontal perched groundwater monitoring
well completed.

Portion of Cell 2 excavation completed.

Gravel base/geotextile for Relocated North Entrance Road and
portions of Haul Road installed.

Installation of Cell 1 compacted clay liner completed.

Installation of southern and eastern portions of LCS completed.
Final testing of leachate lines initiated.

Relocated North Entrance Road paving, shoulder work, and painting
completed; road reopened.

Asphalt paving on southern and northern portions of Haul Road
begun.

Installation of Cell 1 secondary composite liner and leak detection
system begun.

Installation of Cell 1 primary composite liner initiated.

Electrical instruments for Manholes 1, 2, 3, and Permanent Lift
Station installed.

Preparation for Integrated Construction Acceptance Testing and
Systerns Operability Testing begun.

Asphalt paving, shoulder work, and painting to finish Haul Road
completed.

Installation of Cell 1 secondary and primary composite liners, leak
detection system, leachate collection system, and protective cover
completed.

Standard Startup Review performed.

First placement of impacted material.

Closed out Relocated North Entrance Road and Haul Road projects:

e Complete remediation of Southern Waste Units (1998).
e Complete remediation of Lime Sludge Ponds and Solid Waste Landfill (after 2000).

-

&

-—Installation of Cell 1-secondary composite liner-initiated. --—— —---- - - -

286
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Operable Unit 2

On-Site Disposal Facility Project and Soil
Characteriztion Excavation Project

March 1997

Operable Unit 2

Operable Unit 2 -- the On-Site Disposal Facility
Project and Soil Characterization and Excavation
Project -- is one of five areas being remediated at
DOE’s Fernald Environmental Management Project
(FEMP). Each operable unit was defined based on
its location or the potential for similar technologies to
be used in the ultimate cleanup.

Operable Unit 2 includes the Solid Waste Landfill,
Lime Sludge Ponds, Inactive Fly Ash Pile, Active Fly
Ash Pile, and the South Field Area. These areas
were used to dispose fly ash from the boiler plant,
spent lime from water treatment activities, sanitary

waste, and construction rubble from past operations
at the FEMP.

Remedial Design

Design of the On-Site Disposal Facility (OSDF) is
being performed under the Operable Unit 2 project.
The OSDF will be located on the eastern side of the
FEMP and will be designed to contain 2.5 million
cubic yards of waste material from Operable

Units 2, 3, and 5.

On Oct. 14, 1996, the final OSDF design package
was submitted to the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and Ohio EPA. The design of the
haul road and rerouted north entrance road was
approved by U.S. EPA on Sept. 27, 1997, and by
Ohio EPA on Jan. 22, 1997.

Due to the physical location of the Operable Unit 2.
waste units to one another and to other remediation
_areas, the remedial action will be implemented in
three separate pieces: Southern Waste Units
(Inactive Fly Ash Pile, Active Fly Ash Pile, and South
Field); Lime Sludge Pond; and Solid Waste Landfill.

The tentative excavation schedule for each of the
separate remediation areas is: :

-- Southern Waste Units, 1998,
-- Lime Sludge Ponds, after 2000;
— Solid Waste Landfill, after 2000.

s
s

The actual excavation schedules will be established

when the prefinal design packages for each area are
submitted to EPA.

" 4509 3/97



Operable Unit2 Soil Remediation Project

Remedial Action

On Oct. 14, 1996, the final remedial action work plan
for the OSDF was submitted to U.S. EPA and Ohio
EPA. On April 3, Fluor Daniel Fernald awarded
Petro Environmental Technologies Inc. the contract
for Phase I construction of he OSDF. Phase [
includes constructing the liner in the OSDF’s first cell.
OSDF construction began in April 1997.

On April 7, Fluor Daniel Fernald authorized Village
Building Services to begin mobilizing for construction
of the OSDF’s Leachate Conveyance System.
Installation of telephone poles began April 8.
Construction of the Leachate Conveyance System,
which will carry leachate from the OSDF to the
Biodenitrification Surge Lagoon for eventual treat-
ment at the Advanced Wastewater Treatment facility
(AWWT), will be performed by Village Building
Services Inc. and will begin in April 1997.

The contract to construct the haul road and the
rerouted north entrance road was awarded to Barrett
Paving Materials Inc. on Oct. 7, 1996, and construc-
tion of the haul road began in February 1997. Phase [ ™=
construction of the rerouted north entrance road,

which will run on the east side of the OSDF, is

currently scheduled to begin in July 1997.

For More Information

For specific questions regarding Operable Unit 1, contact Rod Warner, DOE-FEMP
Operable Unit 2 branch chief, 513-648-3156; or send an e-mail message to

Rod_Warner@fernald.gov.

For more information about the PEIC and its resources, call Rene Eichhold,
513-738-0164, or send an e-mail message to Rene_Eichhold@fernald.gov.
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" “"March 14,1998
Alpha Building, 10967 Hamilton-Cleves Highway, Harrison, OH

8:30- 8:50 a.m.
8:50- 9:50
9:50- 10:05
10:05- 10:15
10:15- 11:00
11:00- 11:15
11:15- 12:00
12:00- 12:15
12:15- 12:30

12:30 p.m.

Bi-MONTHLY MEETING

DRAFT AGENDA

Call to Order and Opening Remarks
White Metal Box/Systems Discussion
Copper Recycling

Break

Review of Past Recommendations
Contflict of Interest Statement

1998 Priorities and Schedule
Committee Updates

Public Comment

Adjourn
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_Saved more_than $2 billion on an environmental restoration-project.
Partnering with customers can have big pay-offs. DOE set up a citizens advisory
board at its Fernald location, near Cincinnati, Ohio, to help with an environmental
restoration project. Local citizens offered reasonable solutions that the community
could live with, that helped save a bundle on the project, too.
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January 26, 1998
Inside Energy
el
f;flck With aim Plan, Board Tells DOE" STICK WITH ALM PLAN, BOARD TELLS DOE

Assistant Secretary for Environmental Management Alvin
Alm received a strong endarsement of his legacy at DOE last
week. as an advisory board called upon the department to
stick with his plan for accelerating the cleanup of contami-
nated nuclear-weapons facilities after he leaves office this
week.

The Environmental Management Advisory Board
unanimously approved & resolution supporting the plan,
which calls for completion of cleanups at most of DOE's
contaminated sites by the yeer 2006, as well as motions

endorsing key components of the plan,.such as privatuzstion- — - - —- - - ———

and wechnology deployment.

While the endorsement itself was not surpriging, in light
of the board's involvement in the plan's development, it was
timely, with Alm scheduled to lzave DQOE Friday.

“The one thing the program needs now is swebiliry and
execution,” EMAB Co-Chair David Badde said aftes the
board's meeting in Washington Wednesday. “We know what
to do. We've got a reasonabie plan.”

“The underlying message at that meeting was concern
over continuity,” the board's ather co-chair, Douglas Costle,

said later. “There's been a lot of frustration over getting this
(Continued on page 1]}

STICK WITH ALM PLAN, BOARD TELLS DOE . ... . .. begins on page 1

program on & schedule, with milestones and accomplishments, so that work is actually gening done, instead
of just policymaking.”

“There’s always concern in an agency when a new team arrives,” Costle, chairman of the Instsute for
Sustainable Communities and former administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, added. ""The
questan ig how to educate them 3o that they can interact intelligenty.”

Alm called the board's endorsements “very pasitive,” and added that they “will be very helpful” in
persuading his successor to stick with the so-called National 2006 Plan.

The board's votes followed several reponts an a draft version of the plan. including one specifically
warning DOE nat to allow the new assistant secretary for entvironmental management to abandon Alm's
strategy. As of last week, the White House had not decided on a replacement for Alm, who joined the
department in 1996. ’

*TThe year] 1998 will inevitably bring about substantiai change for the EM program. not the least of
which will be a transition to a new assistant secretary and key staff,” a report from EMAB 2006 Strategic
Planning Comminee said. “Through this year. though, we foresee a need for contnuity, to allow several
components of the program tme to mature — {0 be tried and improved upon rather than changed substan-
dally”

Brian Costner, of the Energy Research Foundation in South Carolina, who chaired the 2006 Strategic
Planning Commifiee, urged Alm to “get this message to your replacement as soon as possible, and ... in a

INSIDE RNIRGYMQ FEDERAL LANDS — Junuary 26, 1998 11
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way that gets his or her attention.”

Alm proposed the 2006 Plan last year out of concern that Congress and the public eventually would lose
interest in the cleanup program and cut funding for it. He reiterated last week that the program is more likely
10 receive continued support if it establishes clear and realistic goals for accelerating its work and complet-
ing as many of its projects as passible by 2006.

DOE plans to release a revised draft of the plan 10 Congress and the public in February or March, Alm
said.

The report by Costner’s committee applauded the plan’s emphasis on specific projects, rather than the
program’s traditional focus on broad activities, and suggested that any changes should be kept 10 a
minimum. “Although refinements may well be needed to improve the performance of the management
system, for example, in [the] definition of prajects and in DOE oversight, changes this year should be small,
10 provide time to adequately evaluate the system,” the report said.

The plan’s reliance on project management also was praised in another EMAB report examining that
specific issue. “Pushing responsibilities and focus down to the project level is not only possible, but it is
the right way to go,” said the Integrated Planning, Accountability and Budgeting System Commirtee, which
investigated activities at Fernald Environmental Management Project in Chio and the Rocky Flats Environ-
mental Technology Center in Colorado.

“As DOE picks the best contractors avallabie to impiement Plan 2006, the contractors (rather than the
government employees) should in most cases provide ‘project managers' at the site level,” the repost said. *
... As we were hoping for, we did sce clear indications that, at Fernald and Rocky Flats, this approach is in
fact in place or clearly developing.”

The committee, which was chaired by Joel Bennett, of Parsons Brinckerhoff Inc., offered advice on ways
of improving project management, including making sure DOE allows contractors to hire enough qualified
personnel to complete the cleanup activities and alleviate “severe restricions™ on security clearances,
which the panel said are interfering with work at Fernald and Racky Flats, and possibly at other sites. -

EMAB also approved a resolution supporting efforts by the Environmental Management division to
promote the deployment of new technologies nesded for its projects, as well as a motion urging EM to hire
personnel specialized in privatization.

Edgar Berkey. of Concurrent Technologies Corp., who chaired an EMAB committee which reviewed the
technology-deployment initiative, said it had not received sufficient support among individuals managing
DOE’s cleanup projects. Berkey cited several reasons {or the tepid response. including the belief among
some managers that “the technologies being developed are not addressing their specific needs.”

“It takes time,” Berkey said of DOE's attempts to build support for the technology-deployment program,
adding his committee found some progress. For example, officials working on high-level-waste technologies
have done “an excellent job,” he said. “Other focus arcas have been successful to a lesser extent.” he
added. .

Alm, however, stressed the urgency of implementing new technologies, especiaily in light of congres-

sional criticism that the program has been a failure. “If we don’t show some progress in deployment, first.

we're not going to achieve the goals of the 2006 program, and we also risk losing the technology program.
There are enough eritics of the program and of the lack of deployment ... " he said.

An EMAB committee studying privatization criticized EM for beginning complex initiatives, such as the
Tank Waste Remediation System project at the Hanford Site, without adequate foresight or expertisa. The
panel’s report said it found “no DOE-wide (much less DOE/EM) policy to encourage or reward
privatzation,” adding “procedural and cultural barriers exist.”

The resolutian an privatization approved by EMAB calls on EM to hire personnel familiar with contract,
financial, insurance. labor. legal and other topics associated with such activities. Such personnel. commitee
members said. would work in conjunction with an existing deparmment-wide Contract Reform and
Privatization Oflice. — Bill Laveless

P@g3-003
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February 3, 1998
Journal-Press

Page 124

“Fernald Cleanup Meeting"

Fernald cleanup meeting

A Femald cleanup progress
meeting will be ar 6:30 p.m.
Tucsday, Feb. 10, in the Alpha
Building, 10967 Hamilion-Cleves
Highwsy, acar Harrison.

The meeting will be a review
of major cleanup projects, and
Department of Energy -
representatives will discuss the
results of their investigation into
the leaking: white mewal box waste
conwiners, -

NO.804 PR32-882
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"Fluor Daniel Fernald Receives "Corparation of the Year'"
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— Flour Dawiiel Fernald Receives

“Corporalion o/ the Year”

foadli
Daniel Femald:os*Cemporation.af e Yeat” Figiie app
working with small, smalidisadvantaged ond womanewned businesses.
Fiuer Daniel Fernald has distinguished itself in the area of sociosconomic
development, and many of the pragrams implemenied ot Fernald are consid-
erad to be a medel within the Deperimant of Energy Complex,
“} was honered to accept this award on behalf of Fiuer Danisld Femald”,
said John Bradburne, Fluer Danie! Fernald president. “Strong support from
Fiuor Corporation, the Department of Energy, and Fluor Daniel Fern
management have helped us achisve fremendeus sucoess In our cutre
efforts at the local and national level.”
Fluer Daniel Fernold established an office of Small and Disadvantaged .
Busmm Uflllzqﬂen ln 1994 The company is ccnwoly mvoivad in and sup
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February 08, 1968

Test Site refuses low-level radioactive
waste

By apnin
LAS VEGAS SUN

The Nevada Test Site is still refusing to accept
low-level radioactive waste from Fermnald, Ohio, until
four major issues under investigation have been
resolved, the U.S. Department of Energy said today.

"The Nevada Test Site is still not accepting low-level
nuclear shipments from Fernald," DOE
spokeswoman Nancy Harkess said today. The Test
Site's low-level radioactive buriaf sites do not accept
any liquids in the waste, she said.

Four white metal boxes among seven shipments of
dirt and chalk-like silica contaminated with uranium
that came from Fernald leaked liquid both at the
Test Site and in Kingman, Ariz., in December.
Fernald was a uranium processing plant for nuclear
weapons.

DOE investigators were surprised that liquid could
collect and leak cut of the containers and that
contractor Fluor Daniel Fernald failed to deliver a
strong, tight container required by the contract,
including failure to test the boxes.

The investigators concluded that vibrations on the
road caused the leaks.

No radioactive contamination was discovered in the
almost two gallons that leaked out of the truck in
Kingman. The truck's load was repacked and
returned to Ohio from Arizona.

02/09/98 07:00:21

NO.782 P@a3-v04
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Although the leaking liquid was not a threat to public
heaith, safety or the environment, DOE investigators
blamed the releases on:

* containers with known design flaws;

* failure to understand excess liquid would form
during shipping;

* failure of formal and rigorous oversight between
the DOE in Ohio and Nevada;

* failure to provide proper attention and oversight to
the shipments because of a "relatively low potentiat
threat to public heaith and safety."

DOE Ohio Field Office Manager Leah Dever
directed an analysis of technical and aperations
issues.

Dever has required an action plan to correct the
failures within 45 days.

Acting Assistant Secretary for Enviranmental
Management Jim Owendoff has directed DOE Ohio
and DOE's other sites to review the investigation
report, evaluate waste containers and assess
contracts and how waste is packaged.

In addition, Owendoff established a working group
to develop specific technical guidelines to ensure
that such ieaks do not happen again.

"We are traubled by lapses in contractor
management and DOE oversight, especially
because problems with the containers had been
identified on previous occasions," Owendoff said.

"The environmental management program can be
successful only with a commitment to doing it right
the first time-and to a disciplined approach to quality
control,”" he said.

Both the state of Arizona and the DOE responded to
the leaking truck in Arizona. Three other trucks were
discovered at the Test Site, 65 miles northwest of
Las Vegas.

02/09/98 07:00:25
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The Cincinnati Post

Lacal News, 5A

"U.S. blames contractor for leaking radioactivity”
Reporter: Assoclated Press
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U.S. blames contractor

Awsociated Preas

The U.S. Department of Energy on Friday
nlamed faulty containers and inadequate su-
pervision for a leak from s radioactive waste
shipment Dec. 15 {n Arizona

The departmen: said Fluor Daniel
Fernald, the contractor it hired to clean up
radioactive wastes at the Fernald site near
Cincinnati, failed to praovide strong, tight
containers.

The report said the contractor slso gave
inadequaste sttention and supervision to the
waate Lransport program.

The department said in a report about the
leak that it also must improve its own super-
visjon and internal communications.

"The root cause . .. was that the Fluor
Daniel Fernald contracting process did not
dellver a strong, tight container as required
by contract specifications,” the report con-
cluded.

The shipment was near Kingman, Ariz.,
when water was discovered leaking from twa
of seven metal containsrs being transported
in a tractor-trailer {roin the 1,050-acre
Fernald site to the department’s Nevada
Test Site.

The white metal boxes used for the ship-
ments measure ¢ feet by 4 feet by 7 feet, larg-
er than a kitchen refrigerator.

The leaking boxes carried solid waste —
earth and chalk-like silica with trace
amounts of uranium — but were found to he
leaking water that {ormed in the wastes.

for leaking radioactivity

Investigators concluded that the water
seoped through container cracks that devel-
oped during handling at Fernzald.

Road vibrations during transit then
opened the cracks further, it said.

Arizona authorities sent to the scene
found no evidence of radiological contamina-
tion or a public health thresat.

But the shipment was brought back to
Fernald for the investigation that led to Fri-
day’s report.

The department halted all waste ship-
ments from Fernald to the Neveda site after
the leak was found. :

The shipments won’t he resumed for at
least two months while the department and
Fluor Daniel Fernald investigate the designs
of all containers now in usde to determine
whether the wastes can be safely shipped. of-
ficials said Fridsy.

Flhuor Daniel Fernalad said {t accepts re-
sponsibility and will make the corrections
the department wants.

It also will appoint waste transportation
specialists to serve as an independent review
board, company spokeswoman Tricia
Thompson sald. .

“Hapefully, they'll fix it,"” sald Vicky Das
tillung, vice president of Fernald Residents
for Environmental Salety and Health.

“We need those shipments to get going.”

FRESH represents people who live near
the former Fernald plant.

N
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nStrong Case for Supporting Technology Development

Strong Case for Supperting Technology Development

Despite the dramatic cuts 10 the OTD program, depart-
ment budget support documents make a strong case that
the 2006 cleanup plan depends on aggressive technology
development and deployment. The briefing handouts
respond directly to the attacks from the House Com-
merce and Appropriations Commirttee that the funds
provided for technology development have wasted
taxpayers dollars because of lack of deployment and
atilization of new technologies in actual cleanup. Brief-
ing documens cite the deployment of 40-OST supported
technologies in FY97 with plans for achieving 109
deployments over FY98 and FY99. Among the recent
accomplishments, EM highlights are:

~ 20 innovative technologies demonstrated to
stabilize the first of eight nuclear reactors at
Hanford,;

— 23 new technologies demonstrated at Argonne

National Laboratory-East, including a robotic
arm for dismantling nuclear reaciors in highly
radjoactive conditions;

— Nine new technologies demanstrated at Fernaid,
including a hand-held cutting torch that uses
liquid oxygen and gasoline to dismantle thick
metal structures despite tust and dirt; and

— Radwaste mixer pumps developed at Oak Ridge
National Laboratory (o allow waste 10 be re-
moved without adding water. «

NO.779 P@92-892
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The Cincinnati Enquirer
Metro, Page Bl

"DOE blames leak on design”
Reporter: Tim Bonfleld
continued

FUBL UL HEFHRIRS 7 DUUG SHEMU

Fernald: Design change
led to radioactive leak

CONTINUED PROM PAGE B1

CGR has been the sole supplier of
the boxes since August 1995. Ta
date, the company has provided 2,856
boxes to Fernald. at a cost of about
$600 each. Of those, 1,085 have been
filled and ahipped to the Nevada Test
Site; 13 have been shipped else-
where; 1,152 have been filled but
remain at Fernald; 56 have been
overpacked into other containers at
Fermald; the remaining 550 boxes are

empty.

The DOE r states: "“None of
the white metal boxes delivered and
accepted were of the same desigx as
the metal box supplied by CGR for
testing prior to contract award.”

Among the key differences: The
central one of three [-beams running
across the bottom of the boxes was
changed. [nstead of running to the
edge of the box, the beam stops about
1 inch short. When filled with heavy
waste, the beam pushes into the bot-
tom of the box, creating a leak, said
David Kozowskd, associate diractor
for safety and assessment for DOE-
Fernald. .

The change was significant, be-
cause the boxes that leaked contained
only about 5,500 pounds of waste —
far less than the expected maximum
weight capacity. )

Not anly was the design change
made without DOE’s awareness,
Kozlowski said DOE dida't know that
Fluor Danjel Fermald agreed to drap
an annual battery of tests required by

the original contract with CGR. The
drop tests, vibration tests and com-
pression tests probably would have
revealed the flawed box design,

“Clearly, in hindsight, waiving of
the testing requirements was a poor
idea,” Mr, Kozlowski said.

Larty Glass, operations manager
for CGR, said his company is working
with investigators to study the cause
of the leaks, He referred other ques-
tions about changes in the box design
and test requirements to Fluor Daniel
Fernald.

Tricia Thompson, spokeswoman
for Fluor Danie] Fernald, said her

company agrees with the DOE report |

and plans to spend the next few
months correcting problems cited.

Fluor Dapiel plans no action
against CGR. ''We accept responsibil-
ity for that,” Ms. Thompson said.

The DOE report noted several
other problems:

» DOE officials at Fernald “need
to improve their contractor over-
sight,” including conducting formal
audits and monitoring corrective ac-
tions once problems are detected.

» Fernald cleanup workers need
to use better materials to 2bsorb
liquid in the white metal bozes,

® DOE officials at Fernald were
not required to immediately notify
Nevada officials about the leaking
truck in Kingman because the inci-

t dent ha pened in Arizona. So they

didn't. Now, communication and noti-
fication izaues will be clarified.

NJ. rrb
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The Cincinnati Post
Lacal News, 6A
" Future sclentists”

Reporter:

D225 FUBLIC AFFAIRS + DOUG SARMHO

MO. 733

PBB2-004

Future sclentists

Sycamore High Schoat Sclence Team mambars
cheered another right answer at the Greatar Cin-
cinnati Reglonai Sclence Bowl Saturday. Kevin
Lacher, Jonah Knobler, Blake Scholl and David

Bender defeated Lakota West to win a trip to

Washington, D.C., for the Natlonai Sciance Bowl.

Twanty-four teams participsted Saturday at Cin-
cinnati State Technical and Community College.

|
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Local, AS

Reporter; John Nolan, Associated Press

"Uranium unwanted at site”
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"Group eyes marketing options for land"

Reparter: Nicholas G. Jonson

Journal News

February 9, 1998
Local, AS
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Building

foundation

Crosby kids use

Lego -:.E:_w kitsta learn bask each
physizs

3

1 1 .

familiar toys _-o learn
Sixth-gradery a: Crosby Elemen- Students and theis parens are also  balancing, s field trip, teacher

tary School are using spocialtzed E<=o.g to tour Fernald’s facilities
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February 11, 1998
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Flosr Dextel Fernald public affatrs administrator Sae Walpole helps Croshy

workshops and  sixth grade class- Legos. The studeats learn baste physics by using the popalar bufiding toys.
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"DOE finds design, oversight errors”

Reporter: Nicholas G. Jonson

Journal News
Local, A3
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EM Progress

Poge 18

"Native American Remains Re-Interred at Fernald She”

18 .EM Progress

Native
American
Remains
Re-interred at
Fernald Site

On May 25, 1997, Native American
remains and associated artifacts dat-
ing back 950 years were interred on Fer-
nald properry——protected Federal land—
during a sacred ceremony performed by
represensatives from several Tribes. The
discovery of these historical remains and
artifacts during a 1994 construction pro-
ject, and the senes of evencs that followed
the discovery, have resulted in 4 true suc-
cess storv for the Fernald Environmental
Management Project and several Natve
American Tribes.

“Today is a dav for celebrarion. Today our
ancestors can begin their journey home.”
said Chief White Bear during the ceremo-
ny that culminaced 2 three-year collabora-
tive effort on the part of the Department,
several Narive American Tribes, and Joe
Schomaker, the FEMP's Manager of Cul-
tural Resources and coardinaror of the
event. "Qur goal was o honor the wishes
of the Native Americans.” Schomaker said.
“lt was challenging because we couldn?
link these remains to a specific Tribe so we

‘which included

had to coordinare our eftorts with several
Tribes. One thing they all agreed upon was
that they wanted the remains reburied—
not put on display in 2 muscum.”

The Native American remains—which
inciuded an adolescent boy and his dog—
were discovered on private property dur-
ing inseatlacion of pipelines tor a public
water supply projecs. Partial remains of
approximarely 20 more people and
numerous artifacts were also found. The
interment of these remains on Federai
land was advantageous for the Tribes
because stricter guidelines apply for the
protecrion of historical remains on Feder-
al properny.

Nacional Park Ser-
vice spakesperson
Tim Mckeown said
he belicves the May
25 ceremony
marked the first in-
graund curation in
the State of Chio.
Because the specific
Tribe of origin
could not be deter-
mined. the customs
of several Tribes
were incorporaced
into the ceremony,

singing, drumming,
white sage burning.

“This is a grear dav. Our people can rest
now,” said Bill Sarori. one of the spiritual
leaders who presided over the curarion.

lack Craig. Direcror of the DOE-FEMP

Office. commented, “This evenc is a shin-
ing exampie of Native American Tribes
and the U'.S. Government working col- -
laborativelv o derermine the best possible
solution for protecting ene remains while
not impeaing che cleanup in progress a:
Fernald.”

For mors infgrmation cenmct
Gary Stegner at 513-648-3153. =

Jo# Schomaker (lefi). Cultural Resources Manager for Fluor Danie!
Fernald. calks about the reburial of Narive American remains and
assaciated arnifacts with Robere and Helen Griffin of the Shawnee

and gift offerings.” Tribe.
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he Quick Win program, a facer of

the Department of Energy's Mixed
Waste Focus Area, has been markedly suc-
cessful in achieving the goals of its orga-
nizers. They envisioned nort only a suc-
cessful cechnology demonstration, bur
also the quick cleanup of small unique
quanrities of mixed waste.

Managed at the Department’s Idaho
Naticnal Engineering and Environmental
Laboratary, the Mixed Waste Focus Area’s
Quick Win program is an innovarive
effort to demonstrare and deploy marure
rechnologies to treat mixed waste ac
Department sites nationwide. By the end
of FY 1997, the annual $2.4 million
Quick Win program will have helped 14
sites reduce their mixed waste invenrories
by treating a toral of 653 cubic meters of
mixed waste. In additian, 10 of the 27
‘projects funded aver the lase ewo years are
expected to continue treating mixed waste
ar various sites.

Pantex Quick Win

Among the “quick wins” is 2 projecc to *
treat high explosives at the Pantex Plant in
Amarillo, Texas. The technalogy was fund-
ed because customers were locking for an
alternative 10 open burning of the disman-

“Mixed Waste Focus Area’s Quick
Win Program Helps Sites with
Unique Mixed Waste Problems

U

Year knd Editian 1997 Em Progress 19 .

ded marerials. “Ceruainly, it {the Quick
Win pragram] has been extremely benefi-
cial to us,” said Vincent Zebrowski, a focus
area customer in the DOE Amarillo Area
Office. Zebrowski calls the project the
“most promising of alternacives” that ath-
erwise would have lacked funding for test-

- ing this year had it not been pegged a5 a

“quick win.” The funding enabled
researchers to scudy the technology's capa-
bilities as well as ics picfalls while the tech-
nology neurralized 500 pounds of contam-
inated high explosives. Zebrowski remains
confident that the technology can be mod-
ified and fully implemented at Paneex.

Los Alamos Quick Win

Ac Los-Alamos. a “quick win" technology is
being credited with saving more than

$1 million in storage, transportation, and
offsite treatment costs. The process uses
clectrochemical methods to remave the
hazardous compnnent of mixed wase.
Nincty drums were treated with this tech-
nology under a “quick win” demonsus-
tion, and the project proved so successful
the lab applied for 2 permit to build a
mobile treatmenc facility co treat even
moare mixed waste. Researchers estimare as
much as 30 percent of the mixed waste
generared by Los Alamos and Sandia labs

annually could be tradrad with this tech-
nology.

“It [the technology] is often viewed as roo
expensive, bue by the same token, this
gives us an opporcunity 0 save money.”
said Juan Caorpion, who managed the scor-
age area for this waste at Los Alamos. "It's
markerable, too. The technology could be
used at any site generating heavy metals.”

Fernald Quick Win

At the Department’s Fernald plant, the
Quick Win program funded a technology
to treat some 2,500 S5-gallon drums of
radioactive and hazardous sludges, seils,
and debris left over from the site’s work
processing uranium for nuclear reacrors
during the Cold War. The technology,
developed by Terra-Klean Response
Group, Inc.. Del Mar, California, cleaned
up 15 percent of Fernald’s cri-mixed
waste. Evenually, the cechnology will be
used to rtrear the entire inventory.

“It was a new way of doing business.” said
Jay Roach, who manages the program for
the focus area. Roach said the idea was to
seck solutions for the lower prioricy cus-
romer-identified mixed waste problems,
or “low-hanging fruit,” thar could be
addressed in a relatively quick timeframe.
Other criceria mandare thar the rechnolo-
gy must be low cost and demonserated
within a given fiscal year.

For more information contact
Ron Fontana ac 208-526-5015, &>
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Fernald Conducts
Successful
Emergency
Response Exercise

n May 20, 1997, the Deparrment of

Energy's Fernald Envirconmental
Management Project (FEMP) conducred
a successful joint emergency responsc
exercisc. The excrcise tested the FEMP's
emergency preparedness and emergency
response capabilities working in conjunc-
tion with state and local agencies.

Emergency response teams from the FEMP
and local communities took part in field
acTivities in response 1o an emergency sce-
nario reflecting an evene thac could occur ar
or near the Fernald site. The scenario
involved 2 FEMP truck hauling tharium
waste colliding with a local company’s
anker truck carrying hazardous chemicals,
spilling the contents of bath vehicles and
injuring both drivers.

This exercise differed from those in years
past in two respects. It was held offsire to

simulace a wansporwtion incident in which

the FEMP was not in command. and it
involved privace companics. "Combining

.NO.828 PoB5.005

resources with our neighbors helped reduce
che individual costs of the exercise while
satsfying all of our individual require-
ments,” said Jack Craig, Director of the
DOE-FEMP Office.

“The potential for an actual event having
off-site impacr has been significandy
reduced at the FEMP since chemical inven-

‘tories used during the former uranium pro-

duction mission have be=n removed from

the site,” Craig added.

For mere information conact
Gary Sregner at 5i3-648-3153, ©
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Fernald Compietes Thorium
Overpacking Project Ahead

of Schedule

Working in an almost completeiv
empey Thorium Warehouse, the
last few remnants of radioacrive marerials
were repackaged on May 20, 1997. A
dedicared team of workers safely repack-
aged the last of approximately 5.600 detc-
riorared drums of radioacrive thorium
waste materials at the Department of
Encrgy’s Fernald Environmental Manage-
ment Project (FEMP). Due to cthe deteri-
orated condition of these drums and the
potential health threar associated with the
waste, this projcct had been identified as
one of the site’s highest cleanup priorities
by regulators. stakeholders, and the
Departmenc of Energy.

The two-year operation, targeted for com-
pletion in April 1998, was completed ten
months ahcad of schedule and under
budget. The early completion translares
into approximarely $400.000 in direcr
cost savings.

"Most importandy, the DOE and Fluor
Daniel Fernald achieved 2 worker exposurc
qare of less than half te original estimare by
implementing numerous produ Tivity
improvements suggested by the actual work-
ers in the ficld.” said Jack Craig. DOE-
FEMP Office Director. "As a result. what we
realized overall was 2 safer project. a shon-

ened schedule. and a significant cosr savings -

T0 taxpavess.”

William Muno, Regional Superfund
Direcror for che U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA), said. “This kind of
work is consiseent with Fernald's acceler-
ated cleanup plan which combines cost-
effective and aggressive remediation with-
our compromising safecy or regulatory
guidelines. It is a significan step toward
complering the overall project.”

Tom Schncider. Fernald Project Manager for
Ohio EPA. said Ohio EPA is picased with

A lone worker in the now empry Thorium
Warehouse removes the lass of 5.600
deteriorated drums of radioactive thorur:
shar were successfully repackaged for saf?
shipmens and disposal off the Fernald sire.

the success of the proiect. “Thorum residues
at Fernald have besn a major concern for
Ohio EPA since our inital involvement with
the site. We are pleased with the success of
this project has achieved in addressing one of
the most significanc waste strearns at che Site
in a safe. dmely. and cost-effective manner.”

For more informaton zontact
Gary Stegner at 513-648-3153. =
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