
FRIDAY MAILING 

INCLUDED IN THIS FRIDAY MAILING: 

0 Newsclippings 

CAB MEETINGS: 

0 OFF-SITE COMMITTEE MEETING: The Off-Site Committee will meet on 
Monday, April 13,1998, at 6:30 p.m. in the Jamtek Building, 10845 
Hamilton-Cleves Highway. 

ON-SITE COMMITTEE MEETING: The next meeting of the On-Site 
Committee will be held on Wednesday, April 15,1998, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Jamtek Building. 

EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE MEETING: The Efficiency Committee will 
meet on Wednesday, April 15,1998, at 7:30 p.m. in the Jamtek Building. 

0 

0 

OTHER MEETINGS: 

0 APRIL MONTHLY PROGRESS BRIEFING: The April Monthly Progress Briefing 
will be held on Tuesday, April 14,1998, at 6:30 p.m. in the Alpha Building, 10967 
Hamilton-Cleves Highway. 

QUESTIONS: 
Please call John a or Doug at with questions or concerns. 
You may also fax or e-mail us at: 

John Fax: 281-3331 E-Mail: john.appIegate@law.uc.edu 
Doug Fax: 648-3629 E-Mail: 

I 
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PEQA ON DOE CLEANUP: WE ARE, 
ABOVE BUDGET, BEHIND SCHEDULE 
Crusades for Privar~zanon, Htveels 
2004 Closure Dete tor Fernatti 

Energy Secretary kderico kila aamined LO the House 
National Security Milirary Procurement Subcommittee 
this pasr week that the depanmenr is 'where ir is' on 
cleanup, "above budget and behind schedule." He made 
the statement in respoilse 10 a query from k p .  Adam 
Smith (D-Wash.) H w e r ,  iarer in the session he 
offered quire the opposite projecrlon on the cleanup of 
Femald: It would be cornplerea and the site closed by 
2004-tun, years ahead of the 2006/10-year-cieanup plan 
deadline. And he repeared his 2006-closure refiain for 
Rocky plats, making no menrion of the 2010 cleanup 
date that is being projecrcd by state and local officials 
(WC Moniror, Vol. 9 No. 11). ?'he Secretary went on to 
champion DOE's privacizatbn initiative, succeeding in 
garneririg support from Rep. John Spratt (D-S.C.). 

Pressed on h b i r m s  at Hsnford 

In initially awkward cccnange, Srmth asked Pciia 
exactly what DOE is doing IO stop the leaks at the 
Hanfird rank farms while the ~epanmmc evaluates bids 
fiorn BNFL and Lockheed Marrin to treat ar.4 vitrify 
tank m t e  (W Muniror, Vol. 9 No. 3). The Sucrerary 
did not provide a direct answer, saying only, "Our 
numwr-one priority is to protect the [Columbia] River. " 
Smith then proceeded to expouna on the problem being 
encountered with the removal of spent fuel from Han- 
brd's K Basins, where estimated coscs have increased by 
$274 million and the projar completion date is delayed 
to 2003 (WC Moniror, VoI. 9 No. 4). He mentioned 
npons of poor mrtnagtment ay the sire contractor. buc 
h i l a  refused to blame Fluor Daniel. applauding the 
company fix issuing a cure noucc to K-Basin subconrrac- 
tor Duke Engineering & Services. 

Smith men mentioned DOE's went tendency to miss 
milesrones at Hanford and elsewhere, &rred to &rears 
of lawsuirs from vanous Governon, and asked a pair of 
pregnant questions: "The reason we haven't net the 
gods is? What do you plm fa do if a lawsuit is 
brought?" But Peaa refused to offer easy solutions or 
rmgarcoar the problems: "Obviously we hope we don't 
get sued. These are senuu8 problems. and I've been 
talking witb IWashington] Governor [Gary] Locke often 
about how to work them out." 

1 3 7 9  

FUtb Placed in l)rivatization CMef 

Spran then asked the Secretary wny privarizatiori would 
result in spending less on ciranup pm~ecrs. "lf conu-ac- 
ton raise their bid to include a fbdge fctor br un- 
knowns, wny would [DOE] expect to get a better rare'!" 
he asked. Rna aga ofterect no nspome bur annuunced 
chat he had just named a privanzation chief (1yc M m i -  
fur, Val. 9 No. Il), describing him (Walter Howes) as 
"someone who knows how to negotiate with private 
contractors." Spran then remarked that there was a 
"better case fur $500 million (for privatmtionj than $1 
billion [DOE's privatuanon request tiom the previous 
year], bui h e  important thing is that we get enough this 
year to keep the program going."q 

2 
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DOE ACKNOWLEDGES OEEP FLAWS 
IN CLEANUP PROGRAM 
Agrees ro Review AN Mejar Projects, in 
Rsspanse to IEER'S 8foed-8esed Criticism 

The Department of Energy Office of Environmental 
Management has responded to a sweeping indictment of 
the 2006 cleanup plan h m  the Institute of Energy and 
Environmental Research (WC Monitor. Vol. 8 Nos. 40 
& 41) by agreeing to put in place independent reviews of 
all major projects and committing to rectify inconsistent 
estimates af DOE's transuranic waste inventory. Hawev- 
er, after a nearly five-month review by about 25 head- 
quarters EM staff. DOE has failed to address many of 
the serious issues raised in Conraining the Cold U4r 
Mess. co-authored by IEER President Dr. Arjun Mi- 
jani and associate Marc Fioravanti. In a 40-page re- 
sponse to che report, the EM Office is silent in regard EO 
IEERs chatge that the kcelemred Cleanup plan should 
be scxapped and President Clinton should create a 
narional commission to restrucnm the cleanup program. 
As for the authors' charge that "EM does not have 
national nmediation or low-Iwel waste msnagemcnt 
standards," DOE argues that the National Contingency 
Plan is a "flexible approach" that provides "a consistent, 
national framework for site-specific decision making. ' 

Archaic Data, Fgster Migmtion of Pu 

DOE limited the mponse to four mas: TRU-waste 
management; Hanfotd HLW tank fanns; radiurn- and 
thorium-contarninated mate at Ferndd; and general 
programmatic issues. The major concessions m that key 
premises of DOE's TRU-waste plan are based on 
inhrmation dared to the early 1980s and are no longer 
valid. and char plutonium is moving $r fasrcr through 
the soil than anticipated at Oak Ridge, Hanfod, and the 
Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboraro- 
r y e  

Stlll at Odds Over WIPP 

Makhijani and Fioravanti lemain .highly critical over 
DOE's intention to begin tr&rring waste to the Waste 
Isolation Pilot Plant this year. "It's the wmng priority," 
declared Fiorwsnti. "Buried wastes m already contami- 
nating .soil and groundwater at several sites, which pose 
a risk far greater than those for stored wastes scheduled 
to go to WIPP." But the authors an clearly pleased thar 
DOE took their mport so seriously. "The wry Let (hat 
DOE has undertaken a serious review of our report 
represents a positive break from its past partern of all too 
fmluently ignoring incomrenient advice," remarloed 
Makhijani. 4 

3 
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DOE SEEKS ADVICE ON FUTURE USE 
OF COMMERCIAL DISPOSAL FACILITIES 

DOE'S Acting Assistant Secretary fix Environmental 
Management James Owendoff is looking for outside 
guidance outside in order io determine "whether to 
continue or change [the depanment's] existing poiicies 
related to he use of commercial facilities for the dispos- 
al of LLw]W and MLLW. (Aside: According 10 one 
DOE o#cial she c u m  policy is that commem*al 
disposalfaciliries should play a small mle (see nory 
beluw). 'I The solicitation, published chis past week 
(Federal kgisrer 3/19/98) was described by one depart- 
ment official as an anempt to go beyond "internal belly- 
button contemplations" to develop a "proacrivc" policy 
to guide DOE decisions. 10 put "all the cards out on the' 

NO. 541 P882488 
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table. I' The action no doubt was taken to aid rhc depart- 
ment in reacting to the Mera l  court suit challenging the 
department's continued use of the Emirocare of Utah 
disposal bil i ty  (see nluted n0f-r) even though Owend- 
off remarks in the FR Notice that any department policy 
"could be affected by, and may have to wait the resolu- 
tion of" Waste Control Specialists' (WCS') morion for 
a preliminary injunction against the depamnent. 

laput On Use of WCS, hidlaw Sought 

The Notice requests specific input on the potential use of 
WCS' disposal hcility in Andrews County, Texas, and 
a h i d l a w  Environmental Services Inc. proposed facility 
located in Deer Trail, Colo., about 70 miles 08s; of 
Denver. The WCS site would be licensed either by 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission or h e  relevanr sute 
agency (NRWMErchange, Voi. 16 No. 14). Laidlaw's 
plans include applying for site pennits and licenses: but 
a1 DOE'S expense. Under Laidlaw's plan, the federal 
government would also obligafe funds to maintain the 
site in a condition ready to receive w t e .  In return, 
Laidlaw would be required to build a disposal cell and 
commit to receiving the waste. 

Rrspecdves.. . Make A Decision, DOE 

Tlre EM mquesr for oulside input on rhe u e  of commer- 
cial disposal facilities. described by oficials as a way ro 
eftablish a department-wide policy, appears on it 3 firce 
to be a credible initianve but it sun?& isn't proactive. 
Tire depanment has been opemting under a "de facto" 
policy ro use priwre fadities whenever necessary to 
meet sire cleanup schedules. That is the case at Rocky 
Flars and Fernuld. Borh sires' cleanup schedules depend 
on using Envimcate of Utah's faciliry. Funhennore, the 
EM pmgmm in paniculal: and the depamnenr in 
geneml, has adopted prim'zarion as irs by wotd. And 
finally, it's tuther obvious that no such nquert wuld 
have been sought if not for she WCS coun ruir. 

But. be rhar as it m y ,  Owcndofl can q e c r  from the 
solicitation: 

- Fmm companies prvnuning disposal sem'ces. thut 
their sites ofer safe, flcient, economical disposal. 

There win be no consensus rAar niu allow DOE to 
easily move fonvard on making a decision. llte only 
result DOE oflcials can expen is u disparity of views, 
begging f ir  someone io maRe and jus@ a decision. So 
why doesn't the EM just put Brth u dmft decision or 
po l iq  and then ask for input. It would suaiy saw a lot 
qf rime and avoid wasting a lot ofsta$ mou~ces. 4 

- Fmm amwrd Fernald and Rocky Rars, an endone- 
ment f i r  wing commcmiai firciiities; - h m  public internst groups, that any commercial 
sires should be properly licensed by either the stare 
or NRC - From (he stint? of Newda. which undoubtedly wuld  
be rhe ncipienr ql most of the waste not destined for 
cammenial sites. an absolure 'yes' on using com- 
menial sites: 
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Perspectives 

KAIS E R * H I L L  
c o r t r ~ l ~ r  

March 12.1898 

Mr. Edward L. Helminski 
Publisher 
Weapons Complex Monitor 
ExchangeIMonitor Publications, Inc. 
1828 Jefferson Place NW, Suite 100 
Washington. DC 20036 

WEAPONS COMPLEX MONITOR ARTICLE - RGC-02B-BB 

Dear Edward, 

I’m writing this letter in response to the article ’Cleanup Contractor Says OOE Needs 
Better Trained Staff,“ (Weapon6 Complex Monitor, January 27, 1998, Page 4). I would 
like to respond to the last paragraph In the attide. 

Fsrnald on Pace, but Fat Muat Bo 
Bawd on the findings at Femald and Rocky Flats, 
descrlbed by Heiberg as “two of the least complex sites,” 
the rsvlew team Is of the view that the DOE cleanup 
program suffam from contractors who aren’t executing 
and riddled wlth federal workers who don’t know how 
to kiupervloe. Speaking as a former contractor, Heiberg 
told the board, ‘the Depenment of Energy mugt get rid 
of contractom who aren’t doing the job.“ Notably, how- 
ever. he went on to give Fernald good marks saying the 
revfew group “found that Fernald was on a good pace to 
Close ffl 2006.’ 

I believe the above paragraph portrays to your readers that Fernald is performlng well, 
and also infera (by absence of comment), that Rocky Flats must not be doing the job. I 
have reviewed both the Project Management Review Group report, and pmsentatlon 
notes from Mr. Heiberg’s briefing to the Environmental Management Advisory Boerd 
(EMAB), on January 21, IQQa. Both accounts indicate that Mr. HeiberQ’s quotes wem 
taken out of conto%t. This article has been discussed with General Heiberg and he 
concum with this vlew. General Heiberg said that the cornmltteb was impressed with 
the progrses that Rocky Flat8 had made toward closure and in establishing 8 proJect 
baseline. He dld emphasize the need for an independent validation of the baeelinb and 
we concur. Also of special note was that Kaiser-Hill and t h e  DOE Rocky Flat8 Field 
Office had eatobliehad e businsas-lrke and rffoctiuo rrlatiaoship that was orrontlsl If 

Kalw-Hil l  Compsny, L.L.C. 
C h n r r  Address: Rocky  Flart Envirtinmenral Techncrlugy Slre, Srate Hwy. 93 and Cactus. Rocky Flats. CQ 80007 * 303.966.7000 
Mading Addrcrr: P.0. Box 464. Gddcn. Cointadti 80402-0464 
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Edward L. Helminski 
March 12. 1998 
98-RF-00939 
Page 2 

closure by 2006 was to be achieved. General Heiberg indicated he would be willing to 
discuss this matter with you if you wish. His office telephone number is 703-550-1782. 

The Department of Energy’s Rocky Flats Field Office (DOURFFO) and the Kaiser-Hill 
team have worked very well as a team to create a ‘Closure Project” baseline. and are 
working together to continue the refinement and the execution of the baseline plan. We 
are working together to identify technical and management opportunities that will lead us 
to closure of the Rocky Flats Environmental Technology Site by 2006. 

We would be pleased to have you visit the Rocky Flats Environmental Technology Site 
and let us review with you our Closure Project plans. Please contact my assistant, Ms. 
Randi Okey. if you would like to visit the Rocky Flats Environmental Technology Site, 
Ms. Okey’s telephone number is (303) 966-9820. If you wish to further discuss the 
Monitor‘s article with me, I can be reached at (303) 966-9870. 

Sincerely, 

Robert G. Card 
President 8, CEO 
Kaiser-Hill Company, L.L.C, 

LFB:dwd 

cc: 
E. R. Heiberg I l l  
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AT RICHLAND . . . . . . . , . . . I . . . FLUOR DANIEL, DYNCORP AGREE ON COST CUTTING 

Fluor Daniel Hanford and subcontractor DynCorp have 
agreed on a plan expecred ro save $60 million in 
Hanfbrd infrastructure cosu over the next five years 
(WCMoniror, Vol. 9 No. 2). The plan is [o cut about 
$10 miilion this fiscal year and each subsequent year 
through FY2003 by shrinking invencones of vehicles and 
equipment, demolishing some old facilities, possibly 
vacating other facilities, and perhaps further subcontract- 
ing some services. The companies will study whether 
some services would be cheaper and performed more 

efficiently if kept in-house or privatized or subconrracred 
out. officials from Fluor and DynCorp explained. 

DynCorp already is scudying whether the company's site 
fabricarion services depamnent should be kcpi in-house 
or somehow spun off to function as a separate business. 
Those services consist of [wo 200 Area machine shops 
hat make metal parts and components for Various 
Hanfbrd projects. Other DynCorp sections 10 be studied 
include three 300 Area laboratories that handle calibrat- 
ing equipment. nondestructive examinations, and engi- 
neering funcum. 
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DOE Field Office Business Forum 

Dansitioning to an Aggressive Program 
for Cleanup, Closure & Rm'tuliutiorz 

... at DOE-Femald, Mound Lab 
May 11-14, 1998 

Kings Island IM & Conference Center 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Co-sponsored by: Fluor Daniel Fernald 
Babock & Wilcox of Ohio 
Exchange Monitor Publications & Forums 

Speakers include: Jim Fiori, (Acting) Dep. Assist. Secretary, ER, DOE-EM 
Leah Dever, Manager, DOE-Ohio Field Office 
Jack Craig, Director, DOE-Fernald Project Office 
Nat Brown, Director, DOE-Miamisburg EM Project Office 
John Bradburne, President, Fluor Daniel Fernald 
Pete Heckman, President, B&W of Ohio 

. . .p  lus key Fernald, Mound program managers, state & 
federal regulators, local oficials, and more 

With sessions on: t 

t 

t 

t 

w 

b 

b 

b 

b 

Fernald's Cleanup Pian to Meet a 2003 Closure Date 
Technology & Outside Contractor Needs to Accomplish Cleanup & DLD 
Innovative D&D Vxhnologies being deomnatraced at Fernald 
New Plans to Deal with Fernald SUO Waste 
Use of Vitrification & Alternative Waste Form 'khnologies 
The New Workforce Infrastructure at Fernaid & Mound 
Long-Term Institutional Control & Monitoring Needs 
Regulatory Requirements Governing Cleanup 3 

DOEOFO Bushes Procedures 
Local Fxonomic Dcmlopment Plans to A t a r  Dusincsscv 
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Fernald meetlng 
set for April 14 

U.S. Department of E n y y  
representatives will present 
Fcmald's camcdve action plan 
regarding leaks horn whim meral 
boxos at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 
14, at me Alpha Building. 10967 
Hamilton Clew Highway, near 
Hamson. 

FunaId project managus also 
will provide updates on aU major 
cleanup projects. 

For mare information, call Gary 
Stegner, 1-5 33-648-3 153. 

N0.541 PB08/888 
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"spring clean-up time It as arrived " 
By: Gay i%rer 

Apriloffers acouple ofopponunilics 
io become friends with planct earth. 
Craeby Township Spring ClMn-Up RI- 
rives on April 17, 18 and 19 in order lo 
help you wiul lhase spring cleaning 
chorcs. The Dumpsters will be placed in 
NCW Battimoreend New Haven and 8rc 
inrendcd for use by Cros0y Townshiv 
residents only. This is always a very 
popularevent so plan io participatmulp 
and help cleanup your township and 
maintenance suff hank you for your 
pwticipauon and cooperation. 

Garden Street Jron and Metal 
(OSI%M) 7500 New Hovcn Road, will 
neain hclp you celebrale Emh Day on 
Wednesday, Apri122, wilh specinl pric. 
ing on aluminum cans oi\ly. GSI&M 
pays cash lor .recyclnblcs. For addi- 
tional info call 738-2678. Re-ducc. re- 
use, re-cycle! 

The following is a brief summary of 
some of the activities of the mees irl 
beiwecn Ihc regular meeting dates dur- 
ing h e  month of Much: 

March2- huusteesmettoexemino 
the nccd for a pan-timc Township 
adminisvalor. 

March 2- VUSLCC Gary Siorer at. 
icnded chc 1998 annual meeting of thc 
Homilion County District Advisory 
Council. The purpose of rnecting wns L(, 

clcct officers, and LO appoint a mcmbcr 
iollicHomiltonCounty Banrd olHcalth. 
and io review the annual rcpnrc of the 
healih disdcr. 

March 3 - Lhe trustees mct with 
D.A.G.Conswclion managers andD.R. 
Brooks Architecls 10 discuss the senior 
center. The senior cenrer is 5.500 squarc 
fcct and will takc 5-6 monlhs IO corn- 
pletc. Consmuon is schdulcd io begin 
on April 6. 

March 3- trusrec Storerattendcd two 
meeiings of rhc Femald Community 
Reuso Organization (CRO). The first 
wag the communicadon and public h- 
volvement committee. which discusscd 
and acted on revision of'lho CROpublic 
pwticipauon plan. The second was thc 
land muse. equipment. nnd materials 
committeo, which discusscd thc Native 
American Alll8flCe proposal. and rhc 
industrial sitc markering asscssmcnt 
study. 

March IO - muustee Siorcr attended 
the March monrhly cleanup progress. 
the DOE and FlourDaniel Femald rep- 
resenkxivcs discussed thc cnvkonmcni 
moniloring program. 

March 14 - KUSW Jane Ehpcr 31. 
iended the Fernald Citizen Advisory 
board meeting. 

Crosby Corner 
By Gary Storer 

Much 1 h - the mstccs mct with Mr. 
Eric Fryer, senior project mnnager for 
public rnanagem~tand regionalaffairs 
ai Miami University. These ongoing 
meetings are to determine township job 
dcscnptionsandan insgratcd polysched- 
ulcd Tor township employees. 

March 1 A - uusws S t o m  auended 
thccighlh meeting orrheFcmdd Health 
clfccls suhcommiicc. Thc March 1998 
Fcmald Risk Assessment Report pro- 
vi&$ ihc rcaults of rhe fist phase of the 
entirc p q c c t  and focuses solely on the 
poicnlisl of increased tales of lung 
canccr. The repon is availablc for re- 
view at thc public environmenlel infor- 
madon center (PEIC). 

March 19 -uus~sHarperandsuxer  
ntrendcd the monrhly meeting of the 
Crosby Township Historical Society. 
The program was presented by Cricket 
Hayden from Bright. Ind. 11 focused on 
clohingshernadefrom thccarly I HOOs, 
ns we prcprtrc for the Crosby Township 
hi-centennial cclchralion in the y m  
2003. 

March 23 - m & e s  Storcr dclivered 
rhe rhud lnlercommunity Cable Rcgu- 
latory Cominission (ICRC) conimunity 
I live report. 

March 24 - mstm SLorer nrrended 
ihc Cinwgy Management and Govern- 
rnenrofficials update meeting. Cmergy 
managemenigavca progress repon since 
heir merger was consumrnatcd lhree 
ywrs ago. 

March 26 - u u s t c ~  S t o w  ntrendcd 
their monihly F.R.E.S.H. meeting. 
Updates were hard  an the Paddy'sRun 
Rond sitc, advanced wasie rcwieval 
(AWT) and wastc pit Rmediauon by 
Intcrnntionol Technology Corporation. 

Fcrnald personnel arc safcly remov- 
ingdieconicntsofobou113 I T-Hoppers 
containing 1.4 million pounds of en- 
richcd umniom biicuidepowder.Thc T- 
hopper contenn arc being repackaged 
inlo 55-g&llon drums for sale and ship- 
mcntoft'siic. This projeci is expwted M 
bc complered by August 1998. 
Work dong Willey Rmd will con- 

iinoe t~1fOUgh March. Trenching mcn- 
vntion. pipe placement, roadway work 
andc1ectrica)powerinsrallalionareyomc 
of ihc ongoing consuuclion jobs coil- 

ncacd with thc Soulhfield Aquifer 
Resrodon project. Safe shutdown at. 
tiviues in plant 8 were completed in 
March. Safe shurdown bperatjons con- 
unue in planls 2, 3 and 6 and will be 
initiated in the cooling water tower, 
propane storage building and rank farm. 

The pound hreaking caemony for 
the Crosby Township senior cenced 
adminisuativecornplcx was canceled in 
March due to 8 degree temperatures. I\ 
is rewheduled Tor April 14 ai 3 p.m. ai 
the Civic center, M d  l e  public is in- 
vited. Wc a* smy far any inconven- 
ience. 

Hamilton County's yard waste my- 
cling drop-off sites were opened an 
March 13. Rumpke sanitary IandNl i s  
the clorsl location for Cmsby Town- 
ship. There is no charge for yard waste 
drop-off, however, you will be asked u) 

follow rulcs such as yard WSE must he 
brought to location in containcrs or 
brown pepr bags. Call 333-4732 for 
complete set of drop-off site rules. 

The Crosby Tumship mstees will 
mcei April 13 and 27. See you there. 
Other important d a m  in April include: 
Palm Sunday/Daylight Saving Timc, 
April 5;  Good Friday. April 10; Easter, 
April 12, ux day, April 15; Earth Day/ 
Secrewy Day. April 22. Cincinnai 
Flower Show, April 22-26. 

Crosby Comer is mitton by Gary 
Starer in ancfforttoimpmvacommuni- 
cation between h e  LluSteeSand the Cid- 
zens of Cmsby Township. 

Thc IRS audiu tha tax reurn of 
nlmositwomillion Amaicanseachyuu. - Working women. 

I t  
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" Whltewater Township grumbles (IT wnrerlfnes" 
By: KImbalI Perry 

11379 

-Whitewater Township 
grumbles at waterlines 
By Klmbsll Pow 
~ o e i  e ~ q f i  reporter 

Whitewater TownsNp resb 
dents arc updlet that growth is 
going to erode the area's lural 
nature - and thfit they are help 
ing to pay for if. 
, A8 part of a prqjfxt to help 

western Hamilton County 8x. 
pand, waterllnes will be installed 
fbla aummer along Harrison Av- 

ue west of Ohlo 128. at B cost 
53.2 mllllon. 
Of that, pmgerty owners will 

. Vicky Eccard ie upbet that 
she ia having to gay Sla,aoo of 

I that cost and she doesn't want 
- the waterlines. 
. "I thlnk We an outrageoua 
amount," MS. Eccard add. She 
hae 8 thrreaecre lot on Harrison 

, AOenue across from Whltmater 
Park. 

"Most of the people aut here 
can't afford it. I don't know what 
people are going to do." 

Harrison Avenue reddent 
Gina Schwegler, who will have to 
pay $8,462, thtnks the work will 
ruin the rural atmosphere. 

"I'm upset becaucle U they get 
clty water up here, there wlll be 
development. I like where I live. 
I don't want development." she 

Commfaalonete add Monday, 
though. that they are planning to 
approve the project despite 8 pe. 
tltlon &om resklenta objecting to 
the aeeeeaments. 

.-- 3 
, pgy ~ i . o s 5 , o m a .  

Sad. 

I Hearings set 
I A publlo hsarlng on the 

water llne prolea will be held 
Wednesday before Hamltton 
County cornmlselonera at 
thelr downtown admlnth-  
tlon bulldlng. 
I Another publlc hearing 

Is scheduled for Thursday 
evening In Whltsweter Town- 
ship. 

The biggest cornplelnt re- 
volves around "panhandle lofe." 
Several subdivisions along the 
proposed water route have mui- 
tigle lots that have narrow strips 
of street frontage leading to 
wider, larger tracts oil the street. 

To try to be fair, Hamiltan 
County officials decreed that the 
emallest frontage for whlch lots 
will be Gsebsed Is 80 feet, even if 
the actual lot size Is smaller. 

"The eesy way to measure 
benefit (of water lines) is front 
 footage^," county Public Works 
Director Gary Van Hart told 
commissIonere Monday. "But 
panhandle lots negate that." 

There Is no zoning in Wte- 
water Township ta prevent lob 
from being dlvided up that way. 

Whitswater Trustee Ray 
BchaIble ie to be hit with the 
largest aeseasment. He will have 
to pay more then 382,000 for wa. 
t8r linea in front of his gmpsrty. 

The upset Whitewater Town- 
Bhip residents may get even an- 
grler. 

The lnstalletion 02 the water 
lines along Harrison Avenue W !  
be followed by sewer lines. Resl- 
dents also will have to pay lor a 
portion of that work. 

Metropolitan Sewer District 
officials expect to spend $1.2 mil- 
lion lnstalllng trunk sewers In 
the area as part of a plan to 
place sewers were there now are 
none in Hamiltan County. 

The completion of the Harrl- 
fion Avenue water project will 
fulflll the commitment Ramilton 
County olLlcials made to Clnch- 
natl Water Works 88 part of the 
deal to extend waterlines to 
Crumby Township and the ~ t e s  
around the old Fernald uranlum 

To get water to the Fernald 
area, where reeldents for years 
used bottled water out of fear of 
contaminatlon, Hamilton Coun- 
ty officials cut 8 deal with Cin- 
cinnati Water Works. The water 
works agency agreed to extend 
water to thet area but needed a 
guarantee of 200,000 gellane 
nowing through those pipes to 
keep the water from wing stale. 

Bscauee Feinald was a gov- 
ernment facUty, the Department 
of Energy paid $8.5 milllon o l  
the $10.8 W o n  cost o! that part 
of the water plan to get water 
llnes to Fernald 

The tatel project costs $21.1 
mllllon. 

pmCOS&g p h t .  
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A Nuclear Waste Dump's Murky Deals 

Wnshiigton Post Staff Writer 
Monday. April 6, 1998; Page AI 

CLIVE. Utah - Deeu in the Great 
Sdt L&e Desert, 4d miles from the 
nearest town, freight cars are lined 
up before dawn, laden with 
hazardous cargo, Tractor-trailers and 
dump trucks h v e  as the sun 
climbs, adding to the procession of :':::; $::-'* gavemmenrs 
radioactive waste haulers that snakes 
for a mile across tlie sand. 

Delays can stretch for hours or even days here, for this is the home 
of Envirocare, the only private dump in America that handles the 
U.S. government's nuclear waste. Since 1993, more than 14 million 
cubic feet of lightly radioactive dirt and junk from the Department of 
Energy (DOE) has been entombed at this isolated dump - mostly 
because there was nowhere else for it to go. 

Envirocare has won contracts worth as much as $250 million from 
thc DOE alone and is projected to receive another $350 million from 
the department over the next five years. In exchange, the dump hus 
given the federal government something it needs very badly: a 
reliable way to get rid of mountains of low-level radioactive debris 
without breaking budgets or triggering lawsuits from states and 
corninunities near Contaminated sites around the country. 

But this mutually beneficial rclationship hns become clouded by a 
scandal that threatens the dump's future, and with it the government's 
plans for cleaning up contaminated Cold War bomb factories, 
uranium processors and other facilities. 

In a series of revelations over the post year, Envirocare founder and 
owner Khosrow Semnani acknowledged paying $600,000 to 
then-1 Jtah Radiation Control Division Director Larry Anderson, the 
state regulator responsible for the dump's license and safety. 

The nature of tlie payments remains in dispute, and there is no 
evidence so far of serious safety problems at the dump. But the 
scandal has raised questions tibout the validity of Envirocare's 
license and the adequacy of the state's response to the dump's history 
of safety violntions -which include chunks of radioactive material 
literally falling from boxcars and top managers scoring a perfect 
zero on radiation competency tests. 
Perhaps more important, the confroversy has focused attention on 

I '!,lIi< pil&- 

On the Web 
Envirocarc's 
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the government's near-dependcncy on a single private dump. and 
how it has responded to Envirocare's problems. 

Faced with a massive bacldog of waste and few available 
alternatives, three federal agencies apparently chose largely to ignore 
the budding Envirocare scandal and keep the waste stream flowing, 
A fourth, the DOE, which supplies most of thc waste, cut a deal with 
Envirocare that tbrced Semnani to step down temporarily as 
president but guaranteed the company could continuc to receive 
wasfe and bid on new contmcts. 

Top DOE managers strongly defend their response to the scandal. 
Freezing the shipments based on mere dlegations, they say, would 
surely have exposed the government to litigation and long delays in 
the cleanup of scores of hazardous waste sites around the country. 

"We made EL hard business decision on behalf of the taxpayers," said 
one senior official, who insisted on anonymity because ofpending 
lawsuits. ''And wc were the only ones who did squat." 

But a federal judge, ruling in a related Texas case, said DOE policies 
that allowed Envirocare to retain its virtual monopoly suggest that 
"something is amiss" at the department. "It may be a case of 
incompetence, or it may be something far worse," said U S .  District 
Judge Joe Kendall. 

Meanwhile, the loss of Envirocare's services - the thing government 
officials sought most to avoid - may already be occurring. An 
injunction issued by Kendall has temporarily frozen the awarding of 
new DOE contracts to Envirocare, stalling the cleanup of 1 million 
tons of contaminated waste at a federal plutonium production facility 
in Fernald, Ohio. An Envirocare rival subsequently asked Kendall to 
expand his injunction to halt all government waste shipments to the 
Utah dump. 

A federal grand jury in Salt Lake City investigating the payments to 
Anderson could issue indictments within days or weeks. Federal 
officials are bracing for the possibility that the dump might be sold 
or closed, which could force government agencies handling the 
cleanup to scramble to find places to put the 2 million cubic yards of 
waste projected to go to Utah over the next few years. 

The problems have prompted calls for possible hearings on Capitol 
Hill. One congressman who is  considering an investigation is Sen. 
Robert C. Smith (R-N.Il.), chairman of the Senate's strategic forces 
subcommittee, who worries that the fallout from the Envirocare case 
may be delays in waste cleanup that could cost the country $200 
million a year. 

"ITthis stuff starts building up and you can't dispose of it, you can 
find yourself in the danger zone real fast," he said. 

As the successor to the government's Cold War-en Atomic Energy 
Commission, the DOE has inherited the task of cleaning up the 
radioactive refuse from uranium mines, munitions facilities and 
other sites around the country. The most dangerous, highly 
radioactive material will end up in other more scaled repotzitrrrios 

http://www. washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/frornpost/apriI98/~~ te6. htm 4/8/98 
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built to last thousands of years. But in sheer volume, the bulk of the 
waste is made up of constniction material, mineral ores and 
contaminated soil -wastes that are only mildly radioactive but still 
too "hot" for burial in ordinary dumps. 

1 

Although some of these low-level wastes are stored at the 
government installations where they originated, ever larger amounts 
are loaded into freight cars and shipped to Utah. 
Envirocare was opened in 1987 by Semnani, who apparently had 
found a valuable ally for his project in Anderson, then the state's 
chief regulator for nuclear waste. According to court documents, 
Anderson approached Semnani in 1986 and offered to serve as a 
private consultant while still at his state post. In return, Anderson 
was to receive a $100,000 advance payment dong with 5 percent of 
the profits. 

Neither Semnani nor Anderson would agree to be interviewed, but 
tlieir accounts of the relationship emerged from an unusual lawsuit 
filed by Anderson in late 1996. In the suit, Anderson acknowledged 
receiving money from Semnani but denied there was anything 
improper about the payments. In fact, Anderson claimed that the 
dump owner broke their agreement and shortchanged him by about 
$5 million. 

Semnnni, in a responsc to the Anderson suit, acknowledged making 
the payments of $600,000 in cash, gold coins and a condominium in 
Utah's Park City ski resort. But he characterized the payments aa 
extortion, saying he feared Anderson would cause problems for his 
company or even shut him down. He did not report the alleged crime 
to authorities because lie feared he would not be believed, a 
spokesman for Semnani said. 
Regardless of the nature of the payments, the dump flourished under 
Anderson's watch from 1987 to 1993. A confidential state report 
from 1990 concluded that Anderson appeared to have "lost 
objectivity with regard to Envirocare." Tlie division director 
repeatedly overruled his staff by reducing fmes against Envirocare, 
and he once pressured workers to complete in three months a license 
review that would normally take 1 I I2 years, the report said. One 
clearly exasperated state worker told the auditors: "He [Anderson] 
listens to Mr. Semnani more than he listens to his staff." 

State enforcement files from the time of the payments portray a 
company struggling to handle its job. Especially in the early years, 
inspectors' reports describe sloppy management and chronic 
violations that drew small fines, if any penalty at all. 
Clouds of contaminated dust were left to blow across the dump site 
into the open desert. Waste was buried before it was properly 
analyzed and labeled. Once, in a routine test of Envirocare's ability 
to measure the radioactivity of incoming waste, company officials 
failed to correctly label any of the 10 smplcs they were asked to 
idcnfify , 

Charles Judd, a Semnani lieutenant who took over as Envirocarc's 
president after the scandal emerged, acknowledged "rough spots" in 
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the company's early history, but denied the dump was given specid 
favors. "Envirocare was just starting up," he said. "You'd expect that 
there would be issues. But we learned, and Anderson and his people 
learned." 
Despite DOE's increasing reliance on the dwnp, federal oversight 
was relatively limited until the scandal broke in January 1997. DOE 
and the Environmental Protection Agency launched extensive 
investigations that resulted in hundreds of thousands of dollars of 
fines against Envirocare, but those inquiries had barely begun when 
DOE decided against severing its relationship with the facility. 

The DOE entered into a "consent agreement" that forced Semnani to 
resign as president and withdraw from the daily operation of the 
company for 18 months. 
But the deal, signed in May, allowed Semnani to retain his 100 
percent stake in Envirocare and to install his longtime vice president 
as his successor. The agreement, drafted in consultation with 
Eiivirocare attorneys, also allows Envitoc'e to continue to bid on 
new government contracts. Days after it was inked, Envirocare was 
awarded 57 million in new business from Kaiscr-Hill Inc., a 
Denver-bused DOE contractor that is supervising the cleanup of 
waste from DOE's Rocky Flats weapons complex. 

The deal prompted Sen. Lauch Faircloth (R-N.C.) to send a letter to 
Energy Secretary Fedenco Peiia questioning why the department had 
not sought tougher concessions. T h e  consent agreement makes it 
appear that the Department needed Mr. Semnani ... and would, 
therefore, agree to his terms," Faircloth wrote. 

But DOE officials defend the agreement as the only reasonable 
alternative, given the lack of formal chmges'in the Envirocare case. 
"We had allegations, the initiation of an investigation and not much 
more than that," one senior spokesman said. "A year later, there's 
still RO indictments, much less a conviction." 

Energy ofticials say they don't like their dependence on Envirocare 
either and are taking steps to encourage competition, But for now, 
the DOE relies on commercial disposal for some of its waste, and 
Envirocare is the only company that provides it, "We can only dump 
iii a regulated facility," the spokesman said. 

The agency can, if it chooses, authorize new dumps under the 
powers granted to it by the Atomic Energy Act. DOE officials 
recently began studying that option, but they acknowledge that step 
would be controversial and would overturn a long-standing 
department policy of deferring to states. 

The permit issue is at the heart of the October injunction against 
DOE by Judge Kendall, who temporarily halted the department from 
awarding new disposal contracts. Kendall ruled in favor of a Texas 
company, Waste Control Specialists LLC, which spent $50 million 
to develop a dump site in west Texas but until now has been denied 
a chance to bid on contracts bccause it lacks a waste permit from the 
state. 

1 3 7 9  Page 4 of 5 

4/8/98 



NO.577 P887/807 84/89/98 88:22 PUBLIC AFFAIRS + DOUG SARNO 

Washingtonpost.com: Featured in Today's Newsp ... Page 5 of 5 

""lie DOE had all kinds of options, but they were comfortable," said 
Martin Malsch, a former NRC deputy general counsel who now 
represents WC S. 
The DOE is hoping the immediate crisis will ease this week when a 
federal appeals court considers whether to throw out Kendall's order. 
But critics say the DOE will have to find new ways to encourage 
competition soon or it could find itself in the same predicament. 
"There are other companies out there that can do the job, and some 
are being turned away ... for reasons that are bogus," said New 
Hampshire's Smith. "It doesn't pass the straight-face test for me." 
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