% ~ 161g

FERNALD
CITIZENS

ADVISORY

== FRIDAY MAILING

INCLUDED IN THIS FRIDAY MAILING:

Q Technical Report Summary: Work Plan for Ecological Research Grants Operable
Unit 4 Supplemental Project

Q Newsclippings

CAB MEETINGS:

Q ON-SITE COMMITTEE MEETING: The next meeting of the On-Site
Committee of the Fernald Citizens Advisory Board will be on Wednesday,
September 9, 1998, at 6:00 p.m. in the Alpha Building.

Q OFF-SITE COMMITTEE MEETING: The Off-Site Committee of the Fernald
Citizens Advisory Board will meet on Wednesday, September 9, 1998, at
7:30 p.m. in the Alpha Building.

Q EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE MEETING: The Efficiency Committee of the
Fernald Citizens Advisory Board will meet on Thursday, September 10, 1998, at
6:30 p.m. in the Alpha Building.

OTHER MEETINGS:

Q MONTHLY PROGRESS BRIEFING: There will not be a Monthly Progress
Briefing in August.

a OHIO OPERATIONS POLLUTION PREVENTION WORKSHOP: The 2nd
Annual Ohio Operations Pollution Prevention Workshop will be held August
11th through 13th at the Marriott Hotel in Dayton, Ohio. CAB members have
been invited to attend. If you are interested in attending, please contact Alisa
Rhodes, Fluor Daniel Fernald, at (513) 648-4968 or alisa.rhodes@fernald.gov.

QUESTIONS:

Please call Jim at-or Doug at- with questions or concerns.

You may also fax or e-mail Doug at:
000001
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What is the Work Plan for Ecological Restoration Research Grants Operable Dhit 4 (OU9)
Supplemental Project?
As part of the Dispute Resolution Agreement regarding OU4 milestones for the Fernald Vitrifica-

tion Facility, USDOE-Fernald and USEPA agreed to five environmental projects and a cash pen- FERNALD
alty. One of these projects was the establishment of ecological research grants. This document CITIZENS
identifies the actual field work and project-specific designs that will be used in implementing ADVISORY
these research grants. BOARD

What is the purpose of these ecological research grants?

The purpose of these grants is to conduct pilot-scale ecological restoration activities in the field
that will be representative of possible site restoration strategies. The research grants were selected
based on the ecological restoration activities outlined in the Natural Resource Restoration Plan
(NRRP). The proposed activities will involve establishment of native forest cover and grasslands.
Annual reports will provide information on the status and progress of each grant.

What are the research grants?

* Representative Vegetation Plots
The goal of this grant is to investigate the most effective density of seedlings and saplings
required for the successful restoration of areas on the Fernald site: The project will proceed
in three phases: vegetation analysis (year 1), site planting and restoration (year 2), and
monitoring (years 2-5). The area to be used for this grant is in Area 8 Phase I and is cur-
rently covered with pastures comprised of dense fescues interspersed with old field herbs.
Existing tree cover is limited to small patches on the steepest areas of slope. During the
vegetative analysis phase, the woodlots immediately north of the project area will be
analyzed to establish a baseline and profile of the existing local vegetation. The profile will
serve as a template for the second phase of the project in selecting species and planting
densities. The second phase will involve the establishment of eight half-acre plots to
assessthe optimal target density per acre for establishing native cover. During phase three,
the vegetation plots will be monitored twice a year during the growing season and trees
will be measured for both survivability and growth. An average value will be calculated
for-each plot. A cost-benefit analysis will also be conducted to examine the econometrics
behind species composition, spatially-patterned densities, and herbivore protection treat-
ments. :

» Establishment of Prairie Vegetation on Undisturbed Areas :
The purpose of this grant is to evaluate the optimal management method of establishing a
newly-planted prairie on undisturbed areas at the site. Undisturbed areas may contain
high nitrogen levels, which can encourage the growth of non-prairie grass species. This
project will also occur in Area 8 Phase I. The grant will take place over three growing
seasons. In season one, the design and layout of research plots will be conducted, while the
experimental planting and evaluation of management will occur over the next three
seasons. The research area will consist of twelve plots, each measuring approximately 12
feet by 50 feet, providing for four experimental plots in triplicate. There will be one group
of control plots and three groups of treatment plots. The control plot will be left unat-
tended, while the experimental plots will have applications of wood chips over the surface
soil, multiple mowings, and selective herbicide treatments. The seeding of each plot will
consist of native prairie grasses and a nurse crop. The plots will be monitored only over
the growing season. Biomass, percent cover, and species diversity will be measured.

00000<

e Establishment of Prairie Vegetation on Disturbed Areas
The purpose of this grant is to evaluate the optimal method for revegetating prairie species
on disturbed areas of the site. The study area will consist of 2 acres of disturbed grassland
along the east boundary of the FEMP in Area 1 Phase I. The project will take place over .
three growing seasons. The first season will focus on design and layout of research plots,
experimental planting, and evaluation of various methods. Measurement and evaluation
will be conducted during the growing season. Plantings started in year 1 will be evaluated

Technical Report Summary:
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for suitability in establishing a prairie on various sites. In the second year, some plots may
be cleared and planted with new combinations. The third season will include some addi-

tional planting of the most promising combinations to test their suitability for specific site >
characteristics. In the first year there will be 45 test plots, each measuring approximately 20 FERNALD

feet by 20 feet, providing for 15 experimental plots in triplicate. Another ten plots could be CITIZENS
added during the second year. The seeding of each plot will consist of cover crops and ADVISORY

native prairie grasses. Management procedures will consist of a combination of mowing, BOARD
mulch/mowing, and herbicide application.

—

e American Chestnut Restoration
The purpose of this project is to reestablish a population of blight-resistant American Chest-
nut trees at the FEMP. These trees will be used to obtain information on the resistance and
survivability of hybrid American Chestnut trees that have been exposed to the chestnut
blight fungus. Hybrid seeds, which are 7/8 pure American Chestnut, will be obtained from
the American Chestnut Foundation. Seedlings, both hybrid and pure American Chestnut,
will be grown for one year in a nursery at Miami University Middleton campus. At five
months of age, the trees will be exposed to the chestnut blight fungus. Surviving trees will
be planted in a secure area in Area 8 Phase I in the same geographic area as the revegetative
test plots. A small number of Chinese Chestnut seedlings will be planted for comparison,
since they are resistant to the blight. Trees will be monitored for shape, growth, shade
tolerance, and resistance to the blight. During years 3-30, monitoring will be conducted on
an annual basis.

¢ Identification and Control of Invasive Plant Species
The purpose of this grant is to identify invasive plant species and to evaluate control meth-
ods. The study area will consist of approximately 85 acres of mid-successional woodland
bounded to the west by Paddys Run, to the east by an access road, to the north by State
Route 126, and to the south by a tributary to Paddys Run. The woodland is dominated by
American Elm with openings of old field vegetation. The grant will take place over five
seasons. In the first season, a floristic analysis will be conducted to identify plant species
and collect specimens. During the second season, an experimental plan will be written and
instituted to control the invasive species. Experimental plots will be designed and imple-
mented to assess control methods and the interspecific competition between indigenous
and non-indigenous plant species. The proposed design is expected to contain 10 blocks of
four treatment combinations for a total of 40 plots measuring approximately 10 feet by 10
feet each. Years 3 and 4 will be devoted to monitoring the plots. Measurements taken will
include vegetative response to the treatments, species diversity, and plant cover.

* Development of Ecological Restoration Case Study
The purpose of this grant is to develop a means of using current research and scientific
literature to help evaluate and make decisions about ecological restoration alternatives.
The literature would be used in evaluating such issues as herbivore control, establish
ment of native forest cover, maintenance of migration corridors, techniques for bank
stablization, and monitoring activities. In addition, an approach will be developed
to describe how the ecological restoration will be implemented. This information will be
available through the Fernald web site (www.fernald.gov). The web site will also provide a
forum for discussion on ecological restoration issues. e

The total estimated costs for unplementmg all of the research grants is $245,000.

for Ecological Restoration Research Grants Operable Unit 4 Supplemental Project, USDOE-Fernakd, May 1998, Document #40300-WP-000
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(issued July 28, 1998 for On-Site Committee)
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“Enquirer Turns Over Notes In Chiquita Story Probe”

By: Staff and Wire Reporis

NO.842 PBB2/024
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Enquirer turns over notes
in Chiquita story probe

All sides mum
N closed hearing

‘ram staff and wire repcrts

A special progecutor obtained
:otes and records from the Cin-
innati Enqguirer in an investigsa-
ion of whether it used stalen
naterial for stories about the
Jhiquita banana company, an at-
orney for the newspaper said

WVednesday.

The lawyer, Jack Rubenstsin,

vould not specify what material

the Enquirer turned gver. He al-
50 would not identify four news-
paper employees he said were
subpoenaed angd questioned by
{nvestigators. '

He sald the employees did not
have to go before a grand jury
that is probing whether propri-
etary documents or voice-mail
messages were stolen from Cin-
cinnati-hased Chiquita Brands
International Inc. The FBI and
Hamilton County sheriff are also
investigating. ]

Special Prosecutor Perry An-
cona declined to comment.

Harry M. Whipple, the

ihe reporting was based.

The Enquirer paid Chiquita
more than $10 million, which
Chiquita’s management has said
allowed it to evade a lawsuit.

Chiquita sued Gallagher on
July 2 In federal court, contend-
ing he damaged its reputation
and induced three current and
former employees to give him
stolen, proprietary documents
and to help him steal messages.

Gallagher hus asked Hamilton
County Common Pleas Judge
Norbert Nadel to excuse him
from testifying before the grand

jury. Nadel said after a closed

Enquirer’s president and pub- burg (Fla.)
lisher, said he could not com- Times, already
ment because of the ongoing in- has appeared bc
vestigations. o fore the panel
Asked if the newspaper tried [ but declined
to tight the subpoena for its re- comment.
porting notes, he said: “I don't On June 28,
think I can respond to that at the Enqﬁlrer re-

this point. It's not the right

time.” Michae) stories about
Rubenstein said he did not Gallagher Chiquits and

know whether the prosecutor said it had fired

might try to bring other Michael Gallagher, the lead re-

Enquirer employees before the porter. The néwspaper's manage

grand jury. Jeff Harrington, a
former Enquirer business re-
porter now with the St. Peters-

ment sald Gallagher may have il
legally obtained Chiquita voice-

hearing Wednesday: “I'm not
saying anything ... no, no, no.”

Crallagher and his attorney,’
Patrick Hanley, declined com-
ment.

If Gallagher is ordered to ap-
pear before the grand jury, he
still may decline to testify on
grounds it could violate his Fifth
Amendment right against self-in-

_crimination.

The civil lawsuit demands un-
specitiod. monoy damages {rom
Gallagher, the return of all confi-
dential materials and that he
identify all third parties to
whom he gave copies.

000004
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“Chiquita Reports Increase In Second-Quarter Income”

By: Staff Report

NO.842 PRO3/004

Page | of 1

Chiquita reports increase in second-quarter income

Journal-News staff report
CINCINNATI

Chiquita Brands
International Inc. reported
Wednesday that gecond-
quarter sarnings were helped
by the settlement the
company received from the
Cincinnati Enquirer over a
seriea of articles the newa-
paper has since renounced.

or the que\rter, Chiquita

000005

reported net income of $53
million, compared with net
income of $41 million during
the eame peried in 1997,
“The increase in second-
quarter earnings was
grimarily due to improved
anana pricing in the
company’s major markets,
despite the continued effect
of a stronger dollar in
comparison with European
and Japanese currencies.

The company’s other buui-{c;
ness units also performed.
well, in line with expecta.-
tions,” according to a news. -’
release from Chiquita. s
The company said unusual. ..
charges — primarily write--
offs of a nonoperating invest- -
ment and long-term produe« °
tion assets — were offset by -
the settlement “in excess ‘of -
$10 million” that Chiquita
received from the Enquirer. -
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"Chiquita Voice-Mail Played"
By: John Nolan/The Associated Press

'é;’ 1616 laof!

Chiquita voiCee-mail' plajied

Ex-reporter’s copies

shared, lawyer says.

Harry M. Whipple, presxdent and
publisher of The Enquirer, declined to
comment Thursday.

Chiquita has denied any involve-

to whom he gave cbpies of voice-mail
tapes. -

Mr. Manley said a chent of bm,

BY JOHNNOLAN . " ment i the slleged kidnapping, WHch 1" g of by ‘d??f':.,f’;d
| The Associsted Press 7. gaftesmhuh:ag ‘:‘g‘;"n“ %g:“;fe";%’:é Chiquita ddcuments in ]une. M:

' play the tapes.

aper repotter ﬁred o
susplc:on t.he illegally obtained
voice-mail messages from the Chigui-
ta banana company played some of
the tapes for\ the lawyer of a man
‘slumg hiquita, the lawyer said Thurs-

ay

Mike Gallagher said he had ob-
tained the tapes frem a person at
Chiquita Brands Internations! Inc.
with authority aver the company’s
voice mail system, said Robert
Manley, 2 Cincinnati lawyar for a
former fruit company agent who ac-
cuses Chiquita of trying to have him
kidnapped in 1990 in Honduras.

Mr. Gallagher played at least eight
and possibly 20 of the tapes months
ago for Mr. Manley, apparently in
hopes of obtaining information, the
lawyer said. Mr. Manley represents
Emnst Stalinski, a former Honduran
sgent for the Insh fruit exporting
company Fytfes Ple. Mr. Manley de-
clined Thursday to discuss what he
heard on the tapes,

“They were not particulaﬂy useful
to me, as far as my case,” Mr.
Manley eaid. “"He never gave me any
g:acuments, any tapes, anything like

t

Mr. Manley saxd he had no agree-
Jqent with Mr.Gallagher and that Mr.
Gallagher had\come on his own to

Chiquita last November in Cincinnati
federal court after unsuccessfully pur-
suing his complaint in Honduran
courts.

The Cincinnati Enquirer on May
3 published an 18-page semes of
stories, based on g year-long investi-
Eauon Mr Gallagher, questioning

hiquita’s business practices and re-
porting about the Stalinski lawsuit.

On June 28, The Enguirer ve-
nounced the series in a front-page
apology, saving it was paying Chiquita
more than $10 million to settle claims
and had fired Mr. Gailagher in the
belief that he improperly obtained
voice-mail tapes on which the series
was bazed.

Chiquita announced Thursday that
shareholders who had sued the com-
pany after The Enqguirer published its
May 3 series have valuntanly dis-
missed the lawsuits in state court.
The Enguirer saud the stories con-
tained untrue accusations'and conclu-
sions and created a false impression
of Chiquita's business practices.

Mr. Gallagher has declined to
comment, He and his lawyer did not
return calls Thursday.

Chiquita is suing Mr. Gallagher m
U.S. District Court, demandin
turn of all confidential materials he
has and asking the court to order Mr.
Gallagher to identify all third parties

Manley mdfi s office, after The En-
guirer’s published apology to Chiqui-
ta, turned all those documents over to
8 special prosecutor mveat:gating
whether property was stolen from
Chiquita. The FBI and Hamilton
County sheriff are also investigpting.
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NO.283 PB22-003

p7-28-98 ©@8:27 PUBLIC AFFAIRS - DOUG SARRNO

Page 1 of |

July 27, 1994

The Cincinnati Enquirer

Page B4

“Founder To Leave Fernald Board”
By: Rachel Melcer

Founder to leave
Fernald board

Chairman accepts teaching position at IU

- 1616

And he i pleased that the CAB
united behind 2 “balanced approach”
to the cleanup: Instead of insisting
that every inch of radioactive maten-
al be hauled off and dumped some-
where else — at great expense and
as a potential shipping hazard — the
group agreed that the bulk of very
low-level hazardous materials can be
stored on the Fernald site. Quly the
mote dangercus items are being

Y RACHEL MELCER Ty, moved to the Nevada Test Site and
lrina canci:aﬁ Enguirer It's been a othggr mhf:eg :::pp:. -
; . of i y y a nio acco!
John Applegeate, founding chairman | N life-changing needs not just of this conm “!:y' bu%

of the Fernald Citizens Advisory
Board, is about to go through with-
drawnl. ‘

He is relinquishing his connection
to the former Fernald uranium pro-
cessing plant in Crosby Township —
ag well as his job as professor of

N ¢xperience.

| I'm not sure
\ I knew what
lo expect or
had any idea

of dother communities a3 well,” he
said.

Mr. Applegate also said he has
enjoyed working with DOE and Fluor
Daniel officials, who over the years
have come to respect and work with
the CAB in a productive way.

gfmgmenéal la:v ‘gcmet U't‘j"e‘;lsi‘;? o W{mt I was “He has led the group to make
posilt‘i!g‘:n at f;di:naa eni:etes?tcy ifgx geuting into. some very valuable recommends-

" tions,” Fluor Daniel spokeswoman
Bleomington. —~ John Applegate Kathy Graham said. “He's been a

There will be no more lengthy
meetings ahout low-level radiaactive
waste, vitrification, dose levels or
aguifes contamination. He is through
mediating discussions between com-
munity member}, local officials, the
Department of Energy and site man-
agement company Fluor Danie] Fer-
nald.

He will have to find 2 new way to
spend “thousands of hours” of his
time. And he says he will miss it.

“It's been a life<changing experi-
ence,” he said. “I'm not sure I knew
what to expect or had any idea what ]
was getting into” when the CAB first
met in the surnmer of 1993,

“For a couple of vears, it was
really an all-consuming activity. But [
leave it with a strong belief that when
government opens up and really
works with its citizens, it can do
really terrific things.”

The advisory board was created to
connect the community with the
agencies respongible for cleaning up
the Fernald site, part of the Cold War
nuclear weapons complex. Loca! offi-
cials, concerned citizens and technical
experts joined to watch over and help
direct the process.

“Semehow, John was able to pull
our personalities together in a2 way
that we were able to make cohesive
decisions. He's a person who was
easy to like and easy to respect,’ said
Jim Bierer, 2 Ross Middle School
science teacher and CAB member
who is taking over as its chairman.

Mr. Apéalegate said he is proud
that the CAB completed its 1995
comprehensive ceport on his watch,
And he is confident that Mr. Bierer
and the rest of the panel will see it
though to implementation.

very effective leader, and his style
and approach have been exactly what
we were looking for.”

The (ormer chairman will always
be remembered for a board game he
created based on the Fernald site.
Players could move around piles of
waste, try different means to dispase
of them and try to stick to a budget,

“The main idea was to get discus-
sion going. To get people, first, to
understand the issues and, then, to
figure out what they wanted to do. It
gave them a sense of the conse-
quences of the decisions that they
made,” Mr. Applegate said,

Although he has presided over his
last CAB meeting, Mr. Applegate will
continue working with the DOE at a
national level.

“Sg that will help to ease me out
of the habit,” he said. “Think of it as
the (anti-addiction) patch.”

PR
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“Unlicensed Engineer’s Work OK With Envirocare”
By: Associated Press - Salt Lake City

\

Unlicensed engineer’s
work OK with Envirocare

No major problems
found at dump site

The Associated Press
SALT LAKE CITY

Envirocare of Utah, where
radioactive wasate from the
former Fernald uranium
proceassing plant.is to be
dumped, said it found no
major problems with work
performed by an unlicensed
engineer who approved
conatruction plans for a low-
level radioactive waate dump.

State regulators roaming a
state database of licensed
engineers thia month couldn’t
find the name of Alan
Bargerstock, the former
director of engineering for
Envirocare.

The compan said
Bargerstock, 61, claimed ta
have an engineering degree.

But an investigation found
Bargerstock was unlicensed,

though he poesessed a profes-
sional engineer’s stamp. He
was reeponasible for certifyin
the structural capability an
other duties at the dump in
Tooele County. :

Company Pregident
Charles Judd said a review
by outside engineering firms
did identify typographical
errore and minor changes in
drawings. -

“We are making some minor
changes but found no prob-
lems,” he said.

The reviewed drawings will
be submitted to the state
Department of Environmental
Quality, which has suspended
permit changes and the
renewal of Envirocare's
license until it reviews the
documents.

U.S. Department of Energ
officials earlier this mont
expressed concerns about the
impact of the Bargerstock
incident on the pace of the
Fernald cleanup.

NDO.883 P@a3-/083
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"Westfed Helps Build Habitat House"

Westfed helps build Habitat house

‘Cincinnati Habitat for Humani-

\ ty had a dedication ceremony July

12 to celebrate the completion of a
house on Herron Avenue in South
Cumminsville in partnership with
the Johnson family.

This particular house was spon-
sored by Westfed, a federation of
west-side churches and businesses
committed to sponsoring CHfH
homes. This is the fourth house
built by Westfed. :

Westfed consists of Groesbeck

United Methodist, St. Catharine of
Siena, St Peter & St. Paul United
Church of Christ, Westminster
Presbyterian, Westwood First
Presbyterian and Westwood Unit-
ed Methodist churches; and
Cincinnatus Sasvings & Loan,
Fluor Daniel Fernald; Guardian
Savings Bank, Harvest Home Sav-
ings Bank, Oak Hills Savings &
Loan, and Union Savings Bank.

NO.116 PB22-603
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#Fernald Waits For OK To Ship Waste To Nev."”

By: Rachel Meicer

000010
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Low~level radioactive waste awaits processing at the Fom‘al_d"

-complex in Crosby Township.

Fernald waits for OK
to ship waste to Nev.

Inspectors expected
to.give findings in Aug.

BY RACHEL MELCER
The Cincianati Enquirer

CROSBY TOWNSHIP — Ever
since a radioactive waste shipment
from Fernald to Nevada leaked onto a
Kingman, Ariz., roadway seven
months ago, officials at the former
uranium grocessing plant_have been

eir i's and crossing their
fingers. ' :

Now a team of inspectors from the
Nevada Test Site, repository of the
nation's radioactive waste, is at the
Fernald plant to determine whether it
can resume shipments that were
abruptly halted after the Dec. 15
accident. - .

“We want to actuslly verify that
they are doing the right thing,” said
Mike Noaland, assistant radioactive
wagte acceptance project manager for
Bechtel Nevada, which oversees the
Nevada Test Site.

The leak, which Department of
Energy (DOE) officials say did not
endanger public hesaith or the envi-
ronment, was caused by a faulty
““white metal box™ that had been the
cornerstone of the shipping program.
The 4-by-4-by-7-foot containers were
loaded onto trucks at Fernald, about
18 miles northwest of Cincinnati, and
hauled on interstates and federal
roads across the country.

The DOE began an intensive re-

view process, beginning with an inter-
nal report and winding down with this
week's inspection by Nevada person-
nel. The team is expected to release
its findings to the DOE in about one
month and then, if the report is
favorable, final Energy Department
apptoval ghould come ‘‘fairly quick-
ly._('i DOE spokesman Gary Stegner
saa,

Engineers are designing new con-
tainers to handle the waste, and a
manufacturing contract may be
awarded this %all, said Don Paine,
Fluor Daniel Fernald vice president of
waste management.

Officials gave this account of the
December accident:

Material that appeared ta bath the
naked eye and X-rays to be dry was
loaded into white metal containers,

which had stood up to cross-country’

shipments virtually without incident
since 1986. But the bumps and jolts of
transit caused the material to sepa-
rate. Liquid then leaked through a
stress fracture that developed in the
box. The truck driver found the lesk
during 2 routine roadside safety
check.

The DOE accident investigation
revealed that personnel at hoth sites
were not careful enough in their
oversight of the low-level radioactive
waste because it does not pose a
severe, immediate safety threat, And
Fernald scientists should have known

that liquid could leak out of the mate- | .

rial during shipment, the report said.

e cmcinn Enquirer/Gienn Hartong






