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FCABUPDATE ’ 

Week of August 25,2003 
(Last update was July,7,2003) 

Stewardship Committee Meeting 
Thursday] September 11,2003 6:30 p.m. 

FCAB 1 Oth Anniversary Celebration 
Friday September 12, 2003 6:OO p.m. 

FCAB Retreat 
Saturday] September 13, 2003 8:30 a.m. 

Trailer T-214 On Site 
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8/14/03 Draft FCAB Meeting minutes 

8/13/03 Stewardship Committee Meeting Summary 

9/13/03 FCAB Retreat Draft Agenda 

9/11/03 Stewardship Committee Meeting Draft Agenda 

SSAB Responsibilities letter from Jessie Roberson 

SSAB Budget letter from Jessie Roberson 

Natural Resource Damages letter to Trustees and Judge Spiegel 

Records Management letter to Jessie Roberson 

Fluor Fernald Injury Statistics CY July 2003 

Fernald Closure Project Safety Performance 

Articles & News Clippings 

A survey is being conducted by F-CHEC on the use of cisterns by residents who live within five 
miles of the site. Anyone interested in filling out a survey should contact Sue Walpole. 51 3-648- 
4026 

Please contact Doug Sarno or David Bidwell at The Perspectives Group 
Phone: 51 3-648-6478 or 703-837-9269 Fax: 51 3-648-4141 or 703-837-9662 
E-Mail: djsarno@theperspectivesgroup.com or dbidwell@theperspectivesgroup.com 
Visit the FCAB website at www.fernaldcab.org 
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The Fernald Citizens Advisory board met from 6:30 p.m. to 9:20 p.m. on Thursday, 
August 14, 2003, in T-214 at the Fernald Closure Project site. 

Members Present: 

Members Absent: 

Jim Bierer 
Sandy Butterfield 
Marvin Clawson 
Lisa Crawford 
Lou Doll 
Pam Dunn 
Glenn Griffiths 
Gene Jablonowski 
Robert Tabor 
Steve DePoe 
Jane Harper 
Graham Mitchell 
Gene Willeke 

French Bell 
Lisa Blair 
Kathryn Brown 
Blain Burton 
Tom Wagner 

Designated Federal Official: Gary Stegner 

The Perspectives Group Staff: Douglas Sarno 
David Bidwell 

Fluor Fernald Staff: Sue Walpole 

Approximately ten spectators also attended the meeting, including members of the 
public and representatives from the Department of Energy and Fluor Fernald. 
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General Announcements and Ex-Officio Comments 
Jim Bierer called the meeting to order. The Board approved the minutes from its June 

- 12th meeting. 

Jim noted that all SSAB Chairs received a letter from Jessie Roberson in mid-June, 
which reiterated DOE’S commitment to the boards but instructed them to limit their 
attention to Environmental Management issues. Doug Sarno promised to include a copy 
of the letter in the next mailing to FCAB members. Jim also announced that the FCAB 
budget for FY04 had been reduced from an estimated $240,000 to around $200,000. 
This reduction is not as large as that imposed on some other SSABs in the DOE 
Complex. Jim stated that the Board may have to curtail some of its activities, but should 
be able to continue its regular meeting schedule. Doug stated that FCAB resources 
would be discussed at the Board’s retreat in September, but added that it appears the 
budget for FY05 will drop to $1 00,000. 

Jim reviewed a letter from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, in response to the 
FCAB’s support regarding the designation of silos waste as 1 le.(2) materials. Jim noted 
that this issue might be moot, because language that would resolve this issue has been 
added to a Congressional appropriations bill. Jamie Jameson explained that the 
appropriations language has not yet been approved, but Fluor remains confident it will. 
be. He also thanked the Fernald community for its support of Fluor’s effort to have the 
materials designated 1 le.(2). 

Jamie acknowledged a recent newspaper article that raised concerns about safety at the 
Fernald site. He discussed the safety records of different groups of workers and of the 
site as a whole. Jamie stated that site workers from the Fernald Atomic Trades (FATLC) 
have the best safety record in the Complex-a Recordable Incident Rate of 0.61-and 
that workers on Fluor’s self-perform projects have performed nearly as well. He 
explained that a higher rate of accidents has occurred among subcontractors. Jamie 
stated that Fluor staff members have been added to the subcontractors’ management 
teams, in an effort to build a culture of safety within those teams. The total site has an 
incident rate of 1.43. Lisa Crawford asked about the newspaper report, which stated 
that an independent safety review found that many laborers believe schedule is more 
important than safety at the site. Jamie stated that the reviewers spoke first with 
employees who no longer work at the site, but added that he and his staff have been 
speaking with workers at the site to address this issue and promote safety as the top 
priority. Lisa also stated that community members are concerned about reports of “near 
misses.” Jamie stated that all accidents and near misses are investigated and added 
that these incidents are often exaggerated through the rumor mill. In response to a 
question by Jane Harper, Jamie stated that 14 medical personnel are employed at the 
site, but that all after hour first aid calls currently go to Crosby Township. 

. 

Glenn Griffiths stated that the site has an excellent safety program and record. He 
provided copies of DOE safety reports. Glenn stated that although the site has a good 
record compared to other industries, DOE is not satisfied. He discussed measures 
being taken at the site to improve the safety awareness of new employees. The FCAB 
members reviewed the safety information distributed by Glenn and asked for additional 
information, including a comparison of Fernald to other closure sites in the DOE. 
Complex. Lou Doll stated that he had reviewed safety statistics for the site and believes 
there have been more injuries recently because there are more people working at the 
site and performing difficult tasks. Doug promised to include copies of the information 
provided by Glenn and Jamie in the next mailing. 

2 
80Q003 



,$ 6 f r;F 
‘.C J r;. Full Board Meeting Draft Minutes August 14,2003 5 0 3 6  

. .  
Jamie thanked Graham Mitchell for hosting the annual tour for Congressional staff 
members. Graham stated that he received postive feedback on the tour, which was 
attended by representatives of Senators DeWine and Voinovich’s offices, as well as the 
Governor’s office. Jamie noted that Assistant Energy Secretary, Bob Card, also toured 
the site in early August and was very enthusiastic about progress being made at the site. 

Sue Verkamp of the Fernald Community Health Effects Committee (F-CHEC) provided a 
brief presentation and showed a short video. The mission of F-CHEC is to continue past 
efforts to study the health of people who worked at and lived near the Fernald facility and 
increase awareness of health effects. Currently, F-CHEC is partnering with the 
University of Cincinnati to study the use of cisterns by residents who lived within five 
miles of the site after 1958. A survey of these residents is being conducted; anyone 
interested in filling out a survey should contact Sue Walpole. The survey should be 
completed by December, 2003, with a report of findings anticipated in 2004. Jim asked 
Sue to return to a future FCAB meeting to report on the survey findings. Doug offered to 
post information regarding F-CHEC and its project on the FCAB Web site. 

The FCAB discussed at-length the newspaper articles and editorials that had appeared 
in the Cincinnati Enquirer on the two preceding days. FCAB members and ex-officio 
members stated that the articles were misleading and had not included full information 
on the issues they addressed. FCAB members stated that the site should confront the 
paper regarding these articles, because the community is concerned about the potential 
impacts of sensational journalism. Gary Stegner and Jeff Wagner stated that they had 
spoken to the editor and the new reporter who had written the articles and invited them 
to the site for an orientation. 

Gene Jablonowski reported that the U.S. EPA had conditionally approved the ROD 
Amendment for Silo 3 and the ESD for Silos 1 and 2. In response to a question by Pam 
Dunn, Johnny Reising stated that DOE would submit an outline of an Institutional Control I 

Plan to EPA in November. FCAB members asked to review a draft of the outline, before 
it is submitted to EPA’. 

Discussion and Approval of FCAB Letters 
The FCAB discussed two draft letters and approved them for distribution. 

The first letter was a follow up to the Natural Resource Damages Roundtable, held by 
the FCAB in May 2003. The letter outlined outstanding issues and presented values that 
should guide settlement of the NRD lawsuit. Gary Stegner agreed to supply the group 
with a more accurate estimate of savings from not having to backfill areas of the site that 
have been excavated. The group approved the letter, with this revision. The letter will 
be sent to the Natural Resource Trustees and copied to the judge overseeing the NRD 
lawsuit, the DOE Office of Legacy Management, other DOE. leadership, SSAB Chairs, 
and the Ohio Congressional delegation. 

The second letter expanded on FCAB concerns regarding records management and the 
availability of user-friendly information following site closure. The letter was drafted in 
response to Jessie Roberson’s April response to recommendations in the FCAB report, 
Telling the Story of Fernald. Doug summarized FCAB concerns that a lack of outreach 
to residents in the area will result in misunderstandings about the site and calls for 
further remediation. FCAB members offered some editorial changes and asked that the 
letter reiterate recommendations that DOE provide information resources beyond what is 
required by federal law. The Board approved the letter with these changes. It will be 
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sent to Jessie Roberson and copied to the Office of Legacy Management, other DOE 
leadership, SSAB Chairs, and the Ohio Congressional delegation. 

Steps to Achieve Post-Closure Education Goals 
Doug reviewed discussions that occurred at the August 13th Stewardship Committee 
meeting. At that meeting, Gary Stegner presented different options for making site 
records accessible to community members, ranging from building an on-site education 
facility to shelving select records in a nearby library. At the Stewardship Committee 
meeting, community members reiterated their positions that the site must become an 
asset to the community, that local citizens will be the only continuous presence at the 
site, and that continued education is required to maintain community awareness of the 
site. Doug stated that achievement of these goals does not necessarily require the 
construction of the proposed multi-use education facility (MUEF), but there must be 
some structure or organization in place to conduct outreach and manage education 
resources. Doug stated that an individual or organization must emerge from the 
community to serve as a champion for these issues. He added that any new 
organization must be in place by September 2004, if these goals are to be realized 
before site closure. He stated that much of the upcoming FCAB retreat would focus on 
these issues. 

Bob Tabor suggested that the FCAB should develop a resource that would graphically 
explain the difference between records management and the availability of information. 
Others supported the need to better communicate the benefits of telling the story of the 
site. 

Steve DePoe reported that the Stewardship Committee discussed two roles that should 
be assumed by the FCAB over the next year. First, the Board should develop more 
concrete recommendations regarding information needs. Second, the Board should act 
as a “midwife” to a new organization focused on post-closure outreach and education. 
This could mean pulling together individuals and groups to gauge their interest and 
explain community needs. Doug stated that he and David Bidwell would draft a strategic 
plan to address these issues. 

Upcoming SSAB Chairs Meeting 
Doug announced the next SSAB Chairs Meeting would be hosted by the Paducah site, 
with a tour on Thursday, September 25 and the meeting held on Friday, September 26‘h, 
and Saturday, September 27th. Doug explained that DOE Headquarters designed the 
agenda for this meeting. The Board briefly discussed concerns that the focus of 
Headquarters agenda is,apparently to have the SSABs justify the value of their work. 
Board members stated that past Chairs meetings have been valuable opportunities to 
share ideas and learn about issues facing the entire DOE Complex. 

Lisa Crawford, Pam Dunn, and Bob Tabor, will represent the FCAB at this upcoming 
Chairs meeting. Sue Walpole will coordinate travel arrangements for the group. 

Doug noted that several members of the Paducah SSAB resigned earlier in the week. 
He will provide any follow-up information to the FCAB and inform the Board if these 
resignations will impact the Chairs meeting. 
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5036 Risk-Based End State Policy and Implementation Plan 
The Board briefly reviewed the recently released Risk-Based End State policy and the 
draft implementation plan. Lisa Crawford stated that the policy does not provide 
adequate guidance to DOE to involve the public in making decisions regarding end 
states. Glenn stated that the Fernald site would be required to produce two documents 
to satisfy the requirements of this new policy. The first is a vision document, which 
should be relatively simple to produce because an end-state vision has already been 
established for the Fernald site. The second document would provide a map for how the 
site would achieve that vision. Glenn is awaiting guidance from DOE-Ohio regarding 
these documents. FCAB members asked U.S. EPA and Ohio EPA to remain firm on 
requirements agreed to in the existing Federal Facilities Agreement for Fernald. 

The meeting adjourned at 920  p.m. 

Upcoming Meetings 
The Annual Retreat for the FCAB will be held on Saturday, September 13 at the Fitton 
Center in Hamilton, beginning at 8:30 a.m. Breakfast will be available at 8:OO. 

All FCAB members are invited to attend a I O t h  Anniversary celebration at the Fitton 
Center on the evening of September 12. Each member may bring one guest. Invitations 
are being mailed directly to the members. 

The Stewardship Committee will hold a regular meeting on Thursday, September 11, 
2003, in T-214, from 6:30 to 8:OO p.m. 

James Bierer Date 
Fernald Citizens Advisory Board Chairman 

Gary Stegner Date 
Deputy Designated Federal Official 

000006 
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late: August 13,2003 

ro p ics : 
FCAB role in meeting the community’s post-closure information needs. 

4ttendees: Fernald Citizens Advisory Board , 

Marvin Clawson 
Steve DePoe 
Pam Dunn 
Bob Tabor 
Tom Wagner 

FRESH 
Carol Schroer 
Edwa Yocum 

The Perspectives Group 
Doug Sarno 
David Bidwell 

U.S. Department of Energy 
Gary Stegner 
Anne Wickham 

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
Donna Bohannon 

Fluor Fernald 
Joe Schomaker 
Jeff Wagner 
Sue Walpole 
Eric Woods 

Other 
Jim lnnis 
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General Updates 
3oug Sarno called the meeting to order and reviewed the meeting agenda. 

Joe Shomaker announced that he and Eric Woods had met with representatives of the Miami Tribe from 
3kalahoma. They continue to show an interest in reburying remains at the Fernald site, but they expressed 
2oncern regarding both the scope of contamination at the site and certification of areas as clean. Joe is putting 
:ogether information to send to the Tribe. Representatives of the Shawnee will also visit the site before the end 
Df August. 

Eric Woods announced that designs have been submitted to DOE for two restoration projects. One project 
Nould complete the restoration of the Northern Pines area, west of Paddys Run. The other was for a second 
Netlands mitigation project, located on the northern end of the site between Pit 5 and the north woodlot. The 
designs should be available for review by the Stewardship Committee at its October meeting. 

Eric also announced that talks have continued with the U.S. EPA and Ohio EPA regarding the development of 
an institutional control plan. DOE has proposed to submit a preliminary document to the U.S. EPA by 
November 15th. Members of the Stewardship Committee asked to review the document before it is submitted 
to the EPA, and Gary Stegner stated that the committee would be able to conduct an unofficial review. Gary 
reported that DOE Headquarters still desires public input on planning for long-term stewardship, and that Dave 
Geiser and Mike Owen are likely to visit each closure site in November, when the Office of Legacy 
Management is up and running. Gary also reported that the site has received no feedback from Headquarters 
on the Stewardship Plan that was submitted earlier this year. 

Meeting Post-Closure Information Needs 
Doug stated that it is important for the Stewardship Committee to address how the community’s post-closure 
information needs will be met. In the past, the Fernald community has proposed the construction of a multi- 
use education facility (MUEF) to meet the community’s needs. Doug stated that the Stewardship Committee 
should consider other options as well and discuss what role the FCAB should play in addressing this issue. 
Doug stressed that the FCAB is not likely to exist for more than another two years, and its activities will be 
reduced over that time. Funding for the FCAB has been reduced in FY04 and is likely to be cut in half for 
FY05. 

Doug briefly reviewed the Board’s past decisions and recommendations regarding post-closure information 
and education. The Stakeholders Vision for the Future of Fernald states that public education should be the 
primary future use of the site. The FCAB recommended criteria for achieving that vision also focus on public 
education and propose the construction of an education facility. The FCAB’s 2002 report, Telling the Story of 
Fernald, outlined the critical role of information in community-based stewardship and the continued protection 
of human health and the environment. That report also presented the types of information that were identified 
as important by the Fernald Community and conceptual plans for a MUEF. Doug stated that these 
recommendations by the FCAB has not resulted in a clear plan for how post-closure education and outreach 
will be achieved. He stated that DOE has not committed to providing information beyond what is required by 
law, and settlement of the NRD lawsuit is not a definite funding source. 

Gary reviewed a handout that presented several options and cost estimates on how DOE could provide access 
to site records. These options include building an on-site MUEF, building a county library branch on the site, 
leasing space in a nearby building, renting space in a township building, using space in the soon-to-be-closed 
Ross Middle School, or the relocation of trailers currently used for offices at the site. Gary stated that storage 
of the current Administrative Record for the site, plus the artifacts managed by Joe Shomaker, would require 
about 1500 square feet. He reminded the group that DOE is obligated to provide some degree of access to 
records, but that obligation has not been defined clearly. He will discuss this issue with the Office of Legacy 
Management relatively soon. Gary reported that representatives from the Hamilton County Parks District 
visited the site recently, and may be interested in managing the natural resources at the site. He reminded the 
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group that the DOE Grand Junction Office had been designated as the steward for the on-site disposal facility 
(OSDF) and other controls. 

August 13,2003 

The Stewardship Committee members discussed Gary’s presentation and how to meet the community’s need 
for information. Specific discussion points are listed below: 

Information an.d public education. resources should be available at the site, even if it means that a less- 
developed building would be used. 
Local townships would likely welcome any funds from DOE to develop a facility. Crosby Township should 
have an opportunity to compete for these funds. However, Crosby Township already has the Senior 
Center and a relatively new library building. 
Storage for records and artifacts could be designed to use space more efficiently. Moveable shelving 
would allow materials to be stored in a much smaller amount of space. 
Nearby universities may be interested in setting up a satellite campus at the site, as a location for teaching 
environmental courses of study. 
Any files maintained at the site would be copies of official records. The community will need to determine 
which records need to be copied before official records are sent to a storage facility. CJ 

There may be unique opportunities to fund the construction of a facility if it was designed as a model “green 
building” (Le., it was constructed with environmentally preferable materials). 
A facility could also serve the needs of site stewards and be used for the storage of equipment. 

VZ 

Steve DePoe suggested that over the next year the FCAB should serve two functions regarding this issue. 
Stewardship Committee members agreed that these were appropriate roles for the FCAB: 

1. The FCAB should develop more concrete recommendations or criteria to guide DOE on how to provide 
post-closure information to the community. 

2. The FCAB should serve as “midwife” to a new organization that would assume community leadership 
on this issue. This could entail bringing interested organizations and individuals together to discuss 
their interest in managing outreach to the community. 

Doug stated that the FCAB could work towards holding a workshop with interested parties in the next three to 
four months. This would require that someone develop relationships with potential attendees. The group 
suggested teachers, education institutions, cultural institutions, environmental organizations, municipal leaders, 
and site retirees as possible attendees of this workshop. Committee members discussed the need for the 
FCAB to clearly define community needs and set minimal criteria for what was acceptable to them before 
holding this workshop. Eric Woods stressed that any new or existing organization should maintain a 
relationship with the Grand Junction Office and natural resources steward for the site. 

Steve stated that he envisions Fernald Living History, Inc. being involved with this issue, and that the 
organization would discuss the topic at its meeting on September 2nd. He noted that Fernald Living History 
had not yet obtained 501(c)3 status, but he plans to pursue it. He stated that that providing information to the 
Fernald community is consistent with the organization’s mission. 

Doug stated that he and David Bidwell would work on a strategic plan for how the FCAB should address this 
issue and have it available at the September 11 th Stewardship Committee meeting. Then, the topic would be 
discussed at the FCAB Annual Retreat on September 13. 

Next Meeting 
The Stewardship Committee will hold its next meeting on Thursday, September 11, 2003, in Trailer 214 from 
6:30 to 8:OO p.m. 
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FCAB RETREAT 
Fitton Center 

Saturday, September 13,2003 

DRAFT AGENDA 

, 

. .  

8130 AM - 9100 AM 

9100 AM - 9115 AM 

9115 AM - 9130 AM 

9130 AM - 10:15*AM 

10:15 AM - 10130 AM 

10130 AM - 12100 AM 

12:OO PM - 1100 PM 

1100 PM - 1145 PM 

1145 PM - 2% PM 

2115 PM - 3100 PM 

Breakfast 

General Announcements 

Review of Goal Accomplishment 

Self-Evaluation of Board 
ldent ifi ca tion of positives and sig n i fican t achievements 
Identification of things that should be improved or 
changed 

Break 

FCAB Role in Future of Fernald 
Strategy from Stewardship Committee 
Review and approve comprehensive recommendation to 
DOE 
Make specific commitments to effort 

Lunch 

FCAB Resources 
Budget size and what this means 
Identification of possible cuts in activities 
Planning for future cuts and loss of key site staff 

FY04 Goals and Priorities 

FCAB Structure and Calendar 

Chair through closure 
Vice-chair through closure 
Committee structure through closure 
Meeting days and times for FY04 

Membership (Guards Union, Tom Wagner retirement) 
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Positive 

Raised significant issues regarding cleanup, 
closure and stewardship 
Stayed in touch with the community through 

Improve 
Attendancekommitment of FCAB members 

Understandingkommunication on 
outreach (e.g., records workshop) 
Focused on long-term stewardship 

acceleration strategies 
Don’t let closure and LTS detract from 

Sponsored roundtable discussions 
Coordinated well with SSAB members at other 
sites 
Looked at “big picture” of DOE complex and 
environmental cleanuD 

Commitment and continuity of core FCAB 
members 
Produced timely recommendations and 
comments on DOE documents and site issues 
Remained flexible; able to address wide range 
of issues 
Continuity of support staff and facilitator 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

0 

cleanup; keep cleanup focus 
Positive media coverage 

Relationship with elected officials 

DOE communication with the FCAB between 
meetings 
CAB input on format of future technical 

FISCAL YEAR 2003 FCAB GOALS 

Stay up-to-date on the Silos Projects, including schedule and changes to the project design. 
Provide input on the ESD and ROD amendment. 
Stay up-to-date on the handling and shipping of Waste Pits materials. 
Stay up-to-date on the Utah waste tax ballot initiative. 
Continue work on long-term stewardship. Meet with DOE LTS staff. 
Continue to monitor cleanup activities at the site. 
Stay up-to-date on restoration projects and activities of the Natural Resource Trustees 
Conduct an FCAB site tour, with frequent stops. 
Stay up-to-date on records management at the site. 
Stay up-to-date on Native American activities. 
Coordinate with the Grand Junction Office on long-term stewardship issues. 
Conduct or sponsor a Multi-use Education Facility feasibility study. 
Provide input on the site long-term stewardship plan (anticipated by January 31, 2003). 
Recommend to DOE, U.S. EPA, and Ohio EPA that the site develop a Long-Term 
Stewardship ROD. 
Explore potential site stewards and partners for long-term stewardship activities. 
Meet with community groups to discuss who will take the lead in advocating for and seeking 
funding for an education facility. 
Meet with DOE, Fluor, and regulators to explore their commitment to an education facility. 
Conduct an in-depth needs assessment for an education facility. 
Explore potential partners in developing or managing an education facility. 
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING 
T-214 

Thursday, September 11,2003 

DRAFT AGENDA 

6:30 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. 

6:45 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Develop corn pre h ens ive reco m mend at i o n on 
Future of Fernald 

Develop plan and identify partners for Future 
of Fe rna I d 

7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

8:30 p.m. Adjourn 
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Department of Energy 
Washington, DC 20585 

June 25, '2003 

Mr. James Bierer 
Chairman 
Femald Citizens' Advisory Board 

Dear Mr. Bierer: 

The purpose of this letter is to reiterate the mission, objectives, and scope of the 
local Site Specific Advisory Boards (SSABs) associated with nine Department of 
Energy (DOE) environmental clean-up sites, and also to restate my commitment 
to support the Boards activities. 

The SSABs are organized and managed by the Office of Environmental 
Management (EM) and, in accordance with the Environmental Management Site 
Specific Advisory Board (EMSSAB) authorized charter, provide me, the 
applicable Site Managers, and any other DOE officials that I designate, with 
information, advice, and recommendations relative to issues affecting the EM 
program at the various sites. Although the reporting responsibilities and 
authorities at a number of sites have changed recently - sites at which EM does 
not have a lead role - I expect the SSAB individual charters and objectives for 
those sites to focus specifically on EM program activities and issues, ensuring that 
the Board charter and activities do not include matters beyond these parameters. 

The Boards represent a strong commitment by DOE to enhance its relationships 
with the communities surrounding DOE sites by considering community concerns 
and values in the Department decision-making processes. 

If you have any further questions regarding my restatement of the 
EMSSAB charter provisions, or require additional information, please 
call Ms. Sandra Waisley, Acting Director of Intergovernmental and Public 
Accountability, at (202) 586-3087. 

Sincerely, 

*i& Assistant Secretary for 

Environmental Management 

50 36 
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Department of Energy 
Washington, DC 20585 

AUG 1 5  2003 

5036 

Mr. Jarncs Rierer, Chair 
Fcrnald Citizens’ Advisory Board 
P.O. Box 538704 
MS 76 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45253.8704 

Dcar Mr. Bierer: 

This is to clarify the guidmcc ai\d direction provided in my letter, dated July 7, 
2003, to the Dcpartmeiir of Energy (the Department) site managers regarding the 
Office orEiivironmenta1 Maiiageinent (EM) Site Specific Advisory Boards 
(SSADs). I want to assurc you that the Department views the SSABs crucial. to 
accomplishing our cleanup mission. 

The EM SSAB Charter’s provisions require the Depanincnl of Energy 
(thc Department) to pivvide the resources sufficient to canducr EM SSAB 
business. Thal suppon rcmains undiminished and the guidance calls for no 
rcduction in funding. My ob~ec,tive is to insure that the SSABs’ independcnce is 
maillrained in their relationslup with the Dcpwtment. Accordingly, m y  
memorandum is intended to iiicrcase the visibilily and accountability of resources 
provided to support SSAH activities, and not intended to impact the erkctiveness 
of the SSAB or other stakeholder activitjcs. 

Fudicr ,  thc guidance did not make m y  statements regardiug elimiiia(ion of 
information flow or excliailge with the site contractors. Wr wait  to insurc that 
the integrity of thc SSARs is prcserved, as well as [he credibility oC their work 
proclucr. Only by insuring this indcpeudetice will thc optimum value be provided 
to the community while tendering ai efficient cleanup operation for rlic Ainerican 
taxpayer. I believe we can accomplish both and we inust continue to strive to 
enhance our perforinawe in att,iiiling h a t  goal. 

I l ie  SSABs represent a slroiig conrinitmeiit by the Department to coiitinue its 
tdationship with communi ties surrounding the Sires by cansidcring 
community concerns and valuer: i n  the Departmenr’s dec.ision-inaking processcs. 
It is our duty to manage h e s e  Boards responsibly, and ensure that they are 
structured and operate in a 1nai)Iier that maximizes their objcctivity and siiccesses. 



2 

If you have any further quostions, please call me at (202) 586-7709 or 
Robert F. Warlhcr, Manager, Ohio, at (51 3) 246-0018. 

Sincerely, 

*d-. Jessie Hill Roberson 
Assistant Secretary for 

Environrncntal Management 

cc : 
Johnny Reising, DDFO, Fernald 
Gary Stegner, DDFO, Fcmald 
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5036 
August 18,2003 

Chair 
James C.  Bierer 

Vice Chair 
Thomas E. Wagner 

MCV?Ibe?S 
Lisa Blair 
M. Katlxyn Brown 
Blain Burton 
Sandy Butterfield 
Marvin W. Clawson 
Lisa Crawford 
Stephen P. Depoe 
Louis Doll 
Pamela Dunn 
Jane Harper 
Robert G. Tabor 
Gene E. Willeke 

Ex Officio Members 
L. French Bell 
Gene Jablonowski 
Stephen H. McCracken 
Graham Mitchell 

Support Staff 
The Perspectives Group 

Mr. Bill Kurey 
U.S. Fish &Wildlife Service 
6950 American Parkway, Suite H 
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068-41 32 

Mr. Tom Schneider 
Ohio EPA 
401 East Fifth Street 
Dayton, OH 45402-291 1 

Mr. Pete Yerace 
DOE Fernald 
7400 Willey Road 
Hamilton, OH 4501 3-9402 

Dear Sirs: 

On May 8, 2003, the Fernald Citizens Advisory Board hosted a roundtable 
discussion of the State of Ohio’s Natural Resource Damages claim at Fernald 
and its potential settlement (Case No. C-1-86-0217). We appreciate the 
participation of each of the Natural Resource Trustees in this event and their 
willingness to discuss the issues with us. We gained a much greater insight into 
both the process and the status and have identified the major questions that 
must be resolved before settlement is possible.’ While we expected to identify 
such issues, we were quite surprised at the lack of a clear process or timeline 
for resolving these issues and reaching a settlement of the claim. 

As a result of the workshop, the FCAB identified three major unresolved issues 
that present the greatest obstacles to reaching settlement. First, there is 
disagreement regarding the amount of time required to ensure that ecological 
restoration projects are established and how long DOE will be responsible for 
maintaining ecological conditions at the site. Second, it is unclear what is 
appropriate for DOE to pay as compensation for groundwater damages or how 
those dollars should be spent. Third, the Trustees have not determined the 
degree to which the construction or maintenance of educational and other public 
facilities (such as an education center, trails, or parking areas) could be 
supported by the settlement. 

Each of these issues would have a profound impact on the Fernald community, 
because resolution of these issues will partly determine conditions of the site 
after remediation is completed. The Fernald community has repeatedly 
communicated its desire that the remediated site continue to serve as an 
integrated community resource and asset. This is an essential component of 
creating a legacy of community-based stewardship necessary for the long-term 
understanding and acceptance of the vast quantities of hazardous materials that 
the Department of Energy is leaving behind in our community. Therefore, the 
FCAB advocates that the following principles be used to guide the resolution of 
these issues: 

Public education remains the primary focus of the future of the Fernald 
site. 

Because cleanup levels at Fernald will require perpetual stewardship 
and federal ownership, any settlement of the Natural Resource 
Damages claim should ensure that resources are set aside to provide for 
the perpetual care for natural features of the site and any attw*$, 
public facilities to be constructed. c; ’< .: k l g  
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The FCAB fully supports the placem’ent of any monetary payments into an interest-bearing trust, 
which can be used to maintain ecological restoration projects and public facilities over the long term. 

Although DOE bears the ultimate responsibility for ongoing stewardship of natural resources at the 
site, the FCAB supports the development of partnerships with nonprofit organizations, academic 
institutions, and local governments in order to conduct necessary maintenance and other beneficial 
activities. 

The amount of any monetary compensation for damages to groundwater should be based on 
reasonable cost estimates for long-term support of the programs or activities, including long-term 
maintenance, that those dollars will be expected to support. 

The Fernald Citizens Advisory Board has a long history of constructive input to the Fernald site remediation. 
Our recommendations on cleanup levels and accelerated cleanup resulted in over $2 billion of savings by 
DOE’s own estimates. Not having to backfill excavated areas or bring in expensive topsoil is saving an 
estimated $40 million more. We are concerned by DOE’s recent shift in approach to its long-term 
responsibilities, which will leave the community with a site that, while presumably managing human health 
risks, serves no useful purpose. We believe such an approach will quickly lead to community backlash 
against the wastes that have been left behind, which is certainly not in anyone’s interests. 

The Fernald Citizens Advisory Board looks forward to a continued relationship with the Natural Resource 
Trustees and to providing input on any potential settlement of the Natural Resource Damages claim. If you 
have any questions regarding the issues discussed in this letter or if there is any way that the FCAB can be 
of assistance to you or your organization, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Since rely, 

Jim Bierer 
Chair 

cc: 
The Honorable S.  Arthur Spiegel 
Senator Mike DeWine 
Senator George Voinovich 
Representative John Boehner 
Representative Steve Chabot 
Representative David Hobson 
Representative Rob Portman 
SSAB Chairs 
Sandra Waisley 
The Honorable Jessie Roberson 
Jack Craig 
Anthony Eitreim 
William F. Hartwig 
Christopher Jones 
Timothy J. Kern 
Mary Knapp 
Graham Mitchell 
Mark Navarre 
Johnny Reising 
Bob Warther 
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Chair 
James C. Bierer 

Vice Chair 
Thomas E. Wagner 

Membe7-S 
Lisa Blair 
M. Kathryn Brown 
Blain Burton 
Sandy Butterfield 
Marvin W. Clawson 
Lisa Crawford 
Stephen P. Depoe 
Louis Doll 
Pamela Dunn 
Jane Harper 
Robert G. Tabor 
Gene E. Willeke 

Ex Offzio Members 
L. French Bell 
Gene Jablonowski 
Stephen H. McCracken 
Graham Mitchell 

Suppott Staff 
The Perspectives Group 

The Honorable Jessie Hill Roberson 
Office of Environmental Management 
U.S. Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20585-01 13 

Ms. Roberson: 

Thank you for your April 21,2003, response to the recommendations 
presented in our report, Telling the Story of Fernald: Community-Based 
Stewardship and Public Access to Information. We appreciate the feedback 
regarding both the management of federal records and the information on 
current efforts at DOE Headquarters to address the records management 
needs of closure sites. The Fernald Citizens Advisory Board (FCAB) will 
continue to work closely with Fernald site personnel on records management 
issues as the site prepares for its transition to long-term stewardship. 

Records management issues recently become more complicated at Fernald, 
when the management of pre-I 992 contractor records was removed from 
the renegotiated Fluor Fernald closure contract. At this time, it has not been 
clearly communicated to the public how and when DOE intends to tackle this 
work. We believe careful coordination between all levels of DOE 
management and Fluor Fernald will be critical to successful, careful 
disposition of all records at Fernald. The FCAB will continue to monitor this 
situation closely during FY2004. 

We recently learned that DOE held a meeting this past April to discuss 
records management issues at closure sites, a significant focus of that 
meeting was the transition of records management responsibilities from the 
Office of Environmental Management to the new Office of Legacy 
Management. We believe that due to the scope of this issue and its 
importance to sites facing closure in 2006, DOE must soon provide its sites 
with guidance on how this transition will occur and with the resources that 
are needed to successfully complete'the work. We also hope that DOE will 
seek input from its SSABs and other community members regarding this 
issue, since it will have a profound impact on what information is available 
regarding these sites after remediation is completed. 

Technical records are important, but they alone will not meet the public 
information needs. Although federal records will continue to play an 
important role in long-term stewardship, the real message from Telling the 
Story of Fernald is that the community desires access to a broad range of 
information, presented in a user-friendly, accessible format. The protection 
of human health and the environment at these sites will require a high level 
of awareness in the community for as long as residual waste is present. We 
believe that this is only achievable through ongoing educational outreach. 
These needs cannot wait until the end of 2006, when management of the 
site is transferred to Legacy Management, to be addressed. By that point, it 
may be too late to preserve, describe, and catalogue some of the resources 
that are most important to the community such as photographs and historical 
artifacts. 
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Your April 21 2003, letter responded only to Recommendations 7 through 10 of Telling the Story of 
Fernald, which were designated as “Steps that Need to Be Taken at a National Level.” We are also 
interested in DOE’S response to Recommendations 1 through 6, entitled “Steps that Need to Be Taken 
at Fernald.” Several of these recommendations relate to information of a scope and format beyond 
what is required of federal records managementl but we believe that they are necessary to ensure 
continued success of the remedies that will be in place at Fernald. Although these recommendations 
would have to be implemented at a local level, their fruition would require financial and political support 
from DOE Headquarters. In summary, these recommendations state that DOE should take the 
following steps to ensure public access to information: 

I. Commit to supporting public access to site information on an ongoing basis 
2. Manage site records in a way that meets the community need for information 
3. Prepare stewardship information with community needs in mind 
4. Develop information resources that are specific to community needs 
5. Establish an outreach program to communicate to the community what information resources 

are available 
6. Identify a long-term manager of public information and solidify a funding source for information- 

based activities 

Through the end of this year and into FY2004, the FCAB will continue to work locally to identify 
important resources and provide input on the kinds of access that will be most beneficial. We will also 
continue to press for national leadership on this issue from the Office of Environmental Management. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Bierer 
Chair 

cc: 
Mike Owen 
Sandra Waisley 
Senator Mike DeWine 
Senator George Voinovich 
Representative John Boehner 
Representative Steve Chabot 
Representative Dave Hobson 
Representative Rob Portman 
SSAB Chairs 
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August 20, 2003 
The Harrison Press 
f ront  Page 
"Crosby voters asked to approve 3.5-mill fire levy" 

Crosby voters asked to 
approve 3.5-mill fire levy 
By Tina Emmick 
SlRfl'Wricar 
Crosby Township trustee9 agreed 

Monday, Aug. 11, 10 plece a 3.5-mill 
fire levy before voters this November to 
improve emergency service in the 
township. 

Township residents turned down the 
aame levy last my. h s t e e s  anribute 
the failure to low voter turnout and Inck 
of education about the levy's impor- 
tance. 

Of the townrhip's approximate 1,800 
ngislekd voters, jus1 351 cast votes 
l a o ~  May. The levy failcd by 25 votes, 
It wa6 the first time township fru~tces 
had put a fue levy before voters since 

"We were very disappointed with 
voter turnout,"said mstee Jane Harper. 
"Basically, 18B people decided the fare 
of all township residents." 

Levy advocates say additional 

I 198g. 

money is needed 10 run the depamnenr 
a6 rhe township faces anticipated 
growth. The township will no longer 
receive mumal aid from the Fernnld 
Fire Department because cleanup of the 
former Fernald uranium processing 
plant is nearing completion. Cleanup is 
slated to be finished by 2006 and the 
facility will be closed. 

Firefighrers from the Femald plant 
were often the first responders during 
an emergency in Crosby Township, 
according to mstees. 

Without aid from Fcmald. the 
Crosby fire dqartmenl will havc to rcly 
mostly on volunteer liiefighters who 
have fin average response Lime of 8- 1 I 
minutes. About 75 percent of tmcrgcn- 
cies occur during shifts covered by vol- 
uareers who respond from [heir homes, 
said fire Chief Bruce Downnrd. 

Downard would like to have twofire- 
fighters on duty around the clock at rhe 

New Haven fire nation. This Lould 
rcducc responsc rime to 1-2 minutes, he 
said. 

The proposed levy could generate 
about 6200,000 per year, enough IO 
provide 24-hour coverage. seven day9 
per week. 

The township's fire department is 
funded by an existmg 4.5-mill levy that 
generates abour $170,000 annually. A 
1-mill levy pays for a full-time emer- 
gcncy medical technician, the depart- 
ment's only full-time employee. 

Billing nonresidents for emergency 
runs to Miami Whitewater Forest 
brings in about $10,000 per year. The 
depnntnent is supplemented by about 
%7,0M) io %lO,OOO per year fmm the 
township's general fund, said township 
clerk Melody Inman. 
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August 14,2003 
The Cincinnati Post 
Front Page 
"And the tower comes turnblin' down" 

A N D  T H E  T O W E R  C O M E S  T U M B L I N '  D O W N  

, J '  :* JASON 0.6EIVfor The h o t  
Yhe 360,000-gallon, 2 6 9 - f O O t  West Water Tower at the Femald slte was brought xdwn last weekend whtsn It 
was Imploded at 8:30 a.m. Saturday. The tower supported Industrial and flre protection needs slnce S63 at 
the former uranlum processlng faclllly, which closed In 1986. It took only ebout 15 pounds of explosives. ' 

I 
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"Fernald tower toppled" , 

* ' *  ?age B1 

Fernald 
tower 
toppled 

NO. 912 P884/886 

50 qp 

Water tank was a landmark 
er will be ocrapped in a L2@ 
am atowe hciiify on the 
site that also will store low 

took less than Sve seanda That portion of the site 
to wipe out the okyllne at will remain under the care 
Fernald of the U.S. Department of 
n e  we8t water tower, Energyinperpttuitg. 

easily the most dominant The rat of the 1,05(r 
feature in the former urani- acre facility eventually will 
urn gracmaiag plant's ~ky- be m e d  Into a park 
Ilnt, wlb(p imploded with a ?ha tower orisinally 
aeries of quick blaets of nE w810 pqbted with a redaand. 

' troglycain Saturday, then white checkerboard pat- 
toppled over with a thud. tern that led many nearby 

The lirbfoot tower pre residant8 t o  believe the se- 
vided some 350.000 gal- cretioe p h t  made dog 
Ions of water for &e sup food instead of the etuff of 
prweion at the plant since nuclear wtapons. 
J.963. Adding to that myth was 

n e  implosion was' the the plant's name: It was 
latest step In the $4.4 bil- cded  a "feed materials 
lion cleanup at the fonner plant" becauee Ur821u.m ' 
nuclear foundry here, 18 was extracted kern metal, 
miles northwest of Cicin- thcn shipped as "feed" to 
nad In westem H d t o n  other nuclear sites that 
County. produced bombs. 

That project is sched- Iht water tower w a ~  
uled br completion in painted with a bluecheck- 
2006. I tred pattarn in the 196h. 

Dennfs Carr. the senior Ftuor is under pre8,sue 
project director for Fluor to meet its 2006 deadline 
Corp., the cnmpany man- to Sniah, the cleahup, 
aging the deanup, 6ajd moved up h i a  year from 
he'e not entimental about ZOJO. 
see@ the old tower taken Moments dter the tow- 
down er fell, Carr joked "All 

'I've been wanting to right, now get back to 
see this job gat done since workl" 
1986," he said 

?his ia one more step.' E-mail dhbpale8snquirar- 
The m e a  from the tow- .corn 

By Dan Klepd 
?pu Cineiand*Enqubrr 

CROSBY W. - It Iwdradioi3ctivewa5te. 

O Q Q 0 2 4  
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"Fernald landmark fatk " 

FERNALD LANDMARK FALLS 

. ., . . .  . 1  

1 

le West Water Tower at the  Ferneld Closure Project was 
ppled Saturday morning. The 350,000-gallon. 269-foot 
jh tower supported Fernald's industrlal and f ire  
otectlon needs since 1963. The checkered tower was 
ce a symbol of the site's role In the nation's weapons 
oduction program for 40 years. Left, the lnltlal blast from 
tht charges of nitroglycerin seuer the metal legs of the 
ucture. Above, the tower falls. 
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"Fernald lsndmerk falls 
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at the Fernald Closure proled. 
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"Fernald icon soon to be a memory" 
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Fernald icon soon to be a memory 
By Dan Nepal 
7 A e  Clnciflnoti Enquirar 

CROSBY W. - The most 
visible vestlee of the former Fer- 
nald uranium enrichment plantwill 
go out with a bang Saturday mom- 
ing. 

Actually, a series of eight small 
bangs will collapse the 27@foot 
west water tower at the 8:30 a.mim- 
plosion. 

The tower wag completed In 
1963 to provide water for fighting 
fires et the plant's new buildinge, 
after the foundry was expanded in 
the late 19509. Painted in red-and- 
white clieckerboard, many neigh- 
bors were convinced the secretive 
plant mat3 rnakmg dog food instead 
of makina products used to make 

gallon water tank. A total of 15 
pounds of explosiva will be used 
at the implosion, which is not open 
to the public 

Crews, have already precut the 
tower's legs to ensure the tower 
falls south, similar to the way lum- 
berjacks cut one side of a tree be- 
fore chopping It down so it fall~ in a 
particular direction. 

The chargee won't blow up like 
normal wplosives. They are de 
signed to blow out on one side on- 
ly, so the e n h  force of h e  e x p b  
sion will be used to cut through the 
tower's lege. 

"It's almost like taking a knife 
and cutting through hot butter," 
said Michael Stevens, manager of 
demolition projects for Fluor Fer- 
nald. m e  e~plosives are warned 

time basis, said that designwasnot 
an attempt to ~Ndle~d neighbors. 

'The tower wan painted red and 
white according to federal aviation 
requfrements," snid Kispert who. 
now works as the site historian. "It 
had to be idenlifed for low-flying 
a i r 4  There WBB very little inter- 
action between the pubkwith t h e  
operations 81: the plant So It was a 
natural association for them tn 
make. Tbey aee the red-and-whlte 
checkerboard. they %ee the sign 
out front say 'Feed Materials Plant' 
and mey .assodated it with live 
9tmk ked." 

In rcdity,.feed materiale related 
to extracting uranium from raw 
ore. The uranium was then 
shipped to "feed" uranium to other 
nuclear facilities, which' would 

atomic bombs. make the bombe. and placed td make a precise *cur Enqulnr l o  
, Bob Kispert, who a w e d  work- Eil$ charges of nitroglycerin right through the steel." Rle femlller red-and-whlte check- 

ing at Feniqd in 1954 and retired in' wi4 be'ueed to cut through the six ered water tower at the Fernald 
1992 b? now works there on a part- metal legs SupporUng the 350,000. Emd ~ k ~ e ~ u ~ ~ e ~ 9 u j ~ e y . c ~ ~ ~  . . plant soon will be no more. 

000027 
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“Get answers“ 
. * -:e ’Eaitorial Page 

changed their cleanup timetable for The cleanup process involves 
the Fernald plant site yet again and pumping out contaminated water 
now sayremovingradioactivetainted from a series of extraction web, d e  
groundwater could take until 2020 - conlaminating it, then pumping it 
or longer. As recently as April, Fluor back into the ground to force more 

Fernald cleanup 1 Extended again 
Get answers 

000028 



88/14/83 88:56 PIJBLIC RFFRIRS + SRRNO 

The Cincinnati Enquirer 
"Fernald safety faulted" 

. . .  

Fernald 
. .  . , .  . . .  

( .  . . '  . .  

safety 
faulted 
Workers say priority 
i s  meeting deadlines 
By Dan #kpd 
'Ikr Ctncinrnm' Enquirrr 

n o  nudear safety re- 
views of the $4.4 billion clean- 
up of Fernald say workers be- 
Ueve safety talces a badc seat 
to completing the job on 
time. 
The Defense Nudear Fa- 

cilities Safety Board, a federal 
watchdog agency created by 
Congress, said in an Aug. 7 
report that there have been 
five near-miss accidents in 
the last year that a u l d  have 
ended in death or environ- 
mental contamination. 

Construction giant Fluor 
Daniel is supervising the nu- 
clear cleanup at  the aite ls 
miles north of Cincinnati for 
the US. D e p m t n t  of Ener- 
gy, and the company stands 
to reap hundreds of &ne 
In bonus- if deadlines are 
met. 

Tlmeline 
Milestones In the history of Fer- 
nald. Al8 

'The deadline for comple 
tion of the groject was recent. 
ly moved up from 2010 to 
2006. 

?he agency's report said 
that the number of accidents, 
lnjuries and mar misses at 
the site have increaeed, but 
did not give an exact number. 

However, just last month, 
the government withheld 
$100,000 of SSO0,OOO in bonus 
money from Fluor, citlng re 
peated safety problems and 
near-miss accidents that oc 
curred from April through 
June. 

That deferral wa9 a result 
of overhead work and falliDg 

. 
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I Workers say they 
believe safety secondary 

From Page Al disturbing. "If the workers arc safe, the Key dates In the 
equipment It was the.second such  communi^ feels safe," she said. plant'§ histow 
deferral for the company in the "Ihe Im few years we've walked a . 
past year. fine line with safety. I undcrshd Fsrnald, In Cmsby Township, pm- 

' W e  Fluor's upper manage- the schedule is reelly important to duced raw rnatadals used In atomlc 
ment places a strong emphasis on them, but I don't give a d m  if bombs for more than 30 years before 
safety, information from project &cy walk out the door in 2006 or It closed. A cleanup of the site 1s un- 
safety and qualjty personnel in the not They need to get a handle on der way, wlth some of the most com- 
field indicates .that many project this." plicated, and dangerous, work ahead. 

rneeblag the schedule is the top unclear why workers in the field 
priority,".Ihe safety board report tlhk meeting the schedule Is 
says. "Ihe board belleves the safe more important than mfety, "but it low.grade 
ty culture of the contractor's proj- wna noted that the prlme contract metal to 
ect and field managementneeds to provides (fbmcid) incentives for 198B: Foundry closes. Class-adon 
be improved." . ', . . . . rnceling schcdulce but not for  lewsult on behalf of 14,000 nelgh- 

A .tern of oificials from the meeting sdew targets." bora ofther plant, elleglng the govem- 
DOES Femdd field a 5 c e  will At least two farmer employees ment fallea to notify resldonrs d pol- 
have to appear before the board in have tiled complaints against Flu- luted ddnklng water and radon gas In 
Wa&ington withlp 90 days to aut- or, alleging they were fired for the air. settled for $73 rnjltlon. settle- 
line safely plans they will uGe to Ex C O n h a b  raising Safety COnCtrnS ment also raqulrsd lllctlme health 
the prablqs.. '. that keatened 

around the plant merous d e f y  reviews. it has ag 
parently been slow to react to sde . Fluor Daniel subeidiuy Fluor Fer- 

subkontractors,' the report mya. tive for completing tlic job safely. 
"DOE has also been slow to r e  If a worlw is Idled or the envlron. slra, Of least $4.4 bMon 
gueat officially that Fluor pay mofc. ment contaminated, the .,project bBfore Ifs  complete^ 
attention to'working with aubcon- will be shut down for in exwlded 1994: Cless-actlon lawsult brought by 
tractors to improve safety." . period of time. And that, he said, former workers settlad for $15 mllllon, 
The DOE commissioned its would make it imposslble to corn- becamlng the nst legal victory far any 

0- safety review in Msy that plete the proled by 2006 - and for group of nuclear wofien. %e woken 
reached many of the same cooclu. the company to COhCt its heen- claimed they were erposd to den- 
sions. While the DOEkommis- tive bonuses. lsrous levels of radlatlon without be- sioned report say3 there are no, 
"urgent 38fety huts requiring im- feels that schedule ie more impor- 2o03: nuor Dan,el signs new con- 
mediate action," it concludes that tant than safety, 111. wish them 
worken in the field think dead- good iu& on their next ussign- tractcheng'n~ comptedon deadlffle 
lines bump safety. menc" Jameson a i d .  We will not from 2010 2o06* 

T i e  team observed what is finish this job in 'OG i: it's not done 
best described a1 easygoing salely." actlons that are effectlvely convey- 
cmplscency about eafety at the Dave Ikzlowsld. former direc. ing that focus." Kotlowski said, 
Fernald site," the DOE repon tor of safety for the DOE at Fer- adding that employees involved in 
saye. T h e r e  wa6 B widespread ndd. 9iGd a Learn of about four an accident now must meet with 
!ew among the workers inter. DOE manwers from the Ohia thecomp~ny'spresidcnt and their 
newed hat meeting schedules Field Office d l 1  travel 10 M'rashhg. superviaor to tall;. about whet 
%as mansgemenfs top priority ton and meet with Llic Defense Nu. caused the accident nnd what they 
and that the level of S a f ~ l y  at rhe clear FadIides Safety Board. I& could do differently. ' 
Fernald site is good enough. 210wdfi wag recently promoted to The safery board report ac- 

' n e  team attended a safev a supelvisor position in the Office knowledges several new glans to 
meeting which had to be stopped of Project Acceluation. . increase worker safety, including 
in the middle due to video diffkul- "Senior management is convey additional training, performance 
ties and People felling asleep," the hg a strong message of safety and reviews and improvements in 
report says. of saong work performance.' he training of new employeen. 

Lisa Cradord. Dresidenr of the eaid. "Howwar." the report rnyo, *die 
Fernald Residents for Envimn- "Ithinl< thatisnotbehacarried plan has many of the s m c  ele- 
mental Safe@ md Health, which through d of the sub-levels of ~nents 8s previous plans that have 
has been battling the government nranagernent. Workers were not not resulted in the desked im 
over the site forl9year.s and won a liearing that as a consistent mes- provemenis in safety." 
class-action settlement of S73 mil- sage. 
lion in 1989, said the rfpons are "But Fluor has) talcen severel 

and field IIWltlgWS believe ... The DOE rwofl says it is 1853: ~ ~ ~ ~ l d  Feed Metedels pmduc- 
.b,,glng opemtlon teklng 

and 
med In weapons. 

3 b ~  the &an- monttorlng of  people who llved . .  "Althdugh Fuor' conducts n u  up. 
ButJamie Jameson, president of 1992: Construct,on glsnt 

, problems . it3 n&, said there is b m ~ d  sa'sctcd as proled managar Of a 
msssive c'eenup Of the 1*050-acre 

"Anyone on this project that lng Informed ofthe dsk, 
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Page B2 
“Cleaning water beneath Femald will take longer’’ 

Process may go on until 2020 
By ban Klepal 
The  Cincinnati Enqufmr 

CROSBY W. - Cleanlng up 
the groundwater underneath the 
former Fernald uranium enrich- 
meat facility will take at leaet 10 
yecm longer than expected, and 
perhaps more. 

Bill Hertel, assl3tEurt project 
manager for Fluor Daniel, said the 
procees of pulling contaminated 
groundwater out of the aquifer, 
&eating If and injecting it back into 
the ground a d d  go on until 2020. 
Hertel made the commente 1Les- 

day during an annual update on the 
state of the environment at the $4.4 
billion deanup OR more than 1,000 
acres. 

“here are two huge plumes of 
contamination in the groundwater 
under the facility, where the urani- 
um measures between 500800 
p~ per bllllon. It has to be 
cleaned to 30 parts per billion b a  
forethe water is considered safe for 
drlnbing and t h e  project is consid- 
ered corndete. 

50 36 

of timea to get it out” 
This inlc shin is about 170 acre8 

large. 
I h e  procear is complicated. 

Fust the water is puled out 
through a series of extraction wells. 
After the wak is cleaned, it is 
pumped back into the grolmd, 
pushing more contaminated wnter 
toward the extraclion wells. 

Hertel said the plumes have 
shrunk very Ilttle, but the levels of 
uranium contamination within the 
plumes have gone down. 

There is dso concern that heavy 
ralns could push the iuanium con- 
tent higher in the groundwater & 
tu project managers ehiak they’ve 
finished. 

T b t ’ a  why the state will, check 
thoeelev&tiveyears after lheproj- 
ect wlnda down, 
US. Department of Energy 0%- 

ciale are talking with the a t e  to de 
tennine whether the groundwater 
has to be cleaned to a Ieyel higher 
then 30 ppb to cornamsate: for rain. 

But it3 water wid30 ppb Qf 
um aafe to drink? “According tafhe 

‘*Cle& the aquifer is a lot Like Ohio EPA it is,” Hertel said, 
a0 ink stain in your shirt,” Hertel 
said. “You have to wash it a bunch Emarl dklepal@snquirer.com 
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dl ii3~zTech receives $200K tu remodel" 

BizSech 
receives 
$200K to 
remodel 
0fficial:Newspace 

.&!' - will help newly 
s . fomedbwinases , 

Bar BEIAW ZIMMEILMAN 
Rn nre JOMNALNEWS 

&WIU"ON- BlzTech Cen- 
ter, a business incubator, 
received $200,000 on Tuesday 
from the Department of Energy 
and the F e d d  Closure Project. 

T h e  funding will help in 
remodeling the center's offlce at 
20 Hi& st. 
"The money will be used for 

our Phase I remodeling," said 
Marilyn CoUmer, acting manager 
of Bk%h 

According to Collmer, t h e  
remodeling will generate space 
and resources to  help newly- 
formed small businesses. 

"The purpose of a business 
Incubator is to  nurture young 
firme, helping them to aurvive 
and grow during the  start-up 
period when they are most vul- 
nerable," according to a recent 
BizTech statement. "Incubators 
provide hands-on management 
aseletance, acceu to financing, 
training and orcheatrated expo- 
sure to  critical business and  
technical support eervlcea." 

With Phase I completion, 
10 tenant suites and a training 
and resource8 center will be 
available for occupatlon. 

Also included will be manag- 
ing o f f k e s  and a conference 
room, according to Collmer. 
"This (grant) puts the money 

back in the community,' eaid Jeff 
Wagner, a spokesperson from 
RuorFernald. 

Biz?& was mated two years 
ago with a parherehip hetween 
Hamilton's Department of Eco- 
nomic Development, the W e d  

-e see BIZTECH IC2 

Bmch 
Incubator receives 
$200K to remodel 
conttnuedfromc1 

Development Company of But- 
ler County Inc., and the Fernald 
Camunity Reuse Organization. 

According to BizTech  official^, 

50 3'6 
H A M I C T O N  
Incubator funds 
to aid businesses 
A business incubator 
received $200,000 on 
nesday from the Depart- 
ment of Energy and the 
Fernald Closure Project. 
The funding will help gen- 
erate space and fesowce9 
to help newly-formed 
small businesses. 

LOCAL C1 

the partnership ie projected to 
generute more than 200jobs. cre 
ating more than $1 million for 
the community d d n g  the next 
three to five yeare. 
"In addition to presenting an 

opportunity to spur economic 
development and create joba, it 
retains homegrown entrepre- 
neurs, develops the next genera- 
tion of CEOS and creates wealth 
for the future,'' mid Jenea N o d  
Allen, vice Mman of B i z " a  
Board of ~ s t e e s  and Director 
of the Certified Development 
Company of Butler, Inc. 

According to &ciala, Bizl'kch 
Center tenants will receive a 
complete package of servicee 
included in the i r  rental fee. 
Among t h w  will be awe99 to a 
digital photo copier, a fax, a 
postal meter, TVIVCRS, overhead 
projectors, a reception area, a 
work and dinbg area, phone and 
access to  phone  jacks, basic 
utilities and  the  use of a 
conference room. 

800032 
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Accidents at Fernald result in 
deferral of $100,000 in bonus 
By Dan Klepel 
me Clnrhnati Enquirer 

Repealed mfety problems and 
near-miss accidents at the $4 bUon 
cleanup of the former Fernald tua- 
nlum*enridment plant in north- 
west Hamilton County have caused 
the Seder$ govemenl to withhold 
SlOO.000 m bonus money liom the 
company maging the work 

based construction company man- 
aging b e  cleanup for the US. De- 
partment of Energy, was eligible 
for a $500,000 bonus this quarter, 
which ran from April through June. 
Fluofe management was informed 
in a July 25 letter that a portion of its 
bonus wns being delmed. 
s ’The deferral is a result of inci- 
dents involving overhead work and 
falling equipment, which occurred 

Fluor P ,Daniel, the California- 

within the past 90 days,” says the 
letter, signed by the DOE’e on-site 
manager, Robert Warther. 

It is the second deferral in the 
past year for Fluor Daniel. Safety is- 
eues were tiled a9 the reason for a 
Sll8,OOO deferral for July through 
September 2002. In addition, 
$36,000 was permanently withheld 
Lorn Fiuor. because of safety i+ 
wee between January and March 
2002. 

Fluor Daniel is eligible to get the 
bonue money it 
I The company demonstrates 

the issues leading to the eafety vie 
lations have been corrected. 

DOE oversight does not iden- 
tify any additional safety issues 
from now until the end of the year. 
I There are no additional hoist- 

ing/rigging incidents, or near-mise 
incidents before the end of the 

year. 
Fluor spokesman Jeff Wagner 

said the company is not contesting 
the deferral. 

‘We agree there are safety ie 
suesthat need to be addressed, and 
we’re working on those.’ he said. 

Three safety incidents in partiti 
ular caught DOE’S eye and led to 
the cash being withheld: On Apfl 
23, a 4mch pipe struck and injured 
a demolition worker: a week later, a 
&foot piece of ateel rebar fell on a 
worker and injured him; and on Ju- 
ly9, a24-footsteel beam fellfrom 20 
feet during the building of a steel 
tower. Even though the last inci- 
dent happened after the reporting 
period ended, DOE included it be- 
cause i(: was the second ”hoisting“ 
incident withln 90 days. 

Gary Stegner. DOE’apokesman, 
said the deferrals are meant to ad- 

dress specificincidenta. He said the 
2002 deferral addreased different 
issues than this yew. 

me issue this time w89 very 
specific, involving overh work,” 
Stegner said. “rhee’e 
dents all occurred in th 
demolition) project. I doubt that 
there is any lcind of real trend. Safe- 
ty issues wiU arise on a project of 
this site. If we think something is 
critical enough, we will deduct (a) 
fee from them.” 

Afee deduction in 2002 occurred 
after a worker was exposed KI n u  
ious fumes. Wagner said that inci- 
dent resulted in the company put- 
ling in new safety standards. But 
there have been nearly a dozen in- 
cidents ofconuuninated respinton 
at the aite in the past three months. 

h a i l  &klepal@enqrtirer. corn 

&fig 
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"Ferneld hosts final public tour of  site" 

5036 a 

The Depanmenr of Energy DOE) 
and Fluor Fernald hosted its final. 
public tour of the Fernald Closure 
Project (FCP) in Ohio on June 10, 
2003. Nearly 600 interested neigh- 
bors, scakeholders, rep13tors, and 
fope r  employees boarded buses to 
pi' one last glimpse of Fernald be- 
fore it reaches safe closure in 2006. 

tion Cent& was the first link in a 
chain of government facilities that 
manufacrured the atomic bomb. 
During the Cold War years, workers 
were responsible for producing high- 
purity uranium for the nation's 
nuclear weapons complex. The sire's 
mission shifted from uranium produc- 
tion. to environmental restoration in 
the late 1980's. Building denlolition 
began about 10 years later. Today, 
there i s  not much leh of die former 
uranium production facility. 

good feeling," said Jim Anness, a 

The former Feed Materials Produc- 

"I was a pan of history and thats a 

Fernald hosts final public four of site 
former 30-year 
Fernald worker. 
"Driving around 
here, all the 
memories came 
back and ir al- 
most felt Me 
yesrerday. I 
worked in every 
building, on ev- 
eiy roof, and in 
every hole." 
"Many good 

people have 
worked ar this 
site through the 
years,*said 
DOE-FCP Acting Director Glenn 
Griffichs, who spent the evening 
grilling franks for the crowd and 
cliatting with arrendees. "This event 
is a great my to showcase our 
cleanup efforts and thank the folks 
who have been a part of Femald's 
past, present, and future." 

Nearly 600 people gathered for Fernald's last public tour. 

Lare this summer, crew6 will com- 
plere demolition of the last four pro- 
duction complexes and bring down 
the west water tower h a t  was a site 
icon for more than 50 years. Restora- 
tion activities will create undeveloped 
green space diat will become habitats 
for many native plmu and animals. Q 

OQ0034 
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" I  12 laid off at  Fwnald as cleanup progresses" 

1 12 laid off *at Fernald 
as cleanup progresses 
Fluor Pemald. clennup contractor 

at the U.S. Depanment of Energy 
(DOE) Fmald Closure Project, has 
releascd 112 wage employees in 16 
job classifications defined in the col- 
lective bargaining agreemenr with the 
Fernald Atomic Trades and Labor 
Council (FAT&=). 

Employees nffeclcd werc notified 
of the planned action in early May. 
This is h e  finr layoff under Fernnld's 
2006 site closure plan to t tqe t  repre- 
sented workms. The impacled job 
classifications include operations, 
maintenance and aervicc positions. 

Fluor Pemald will eliminate 60 
salaried positians in 23 job clnssifice- 
Lions b o u g h  voluntary and involun- 
tflry separarions IO m a t e  a leaner 
support organization and invest more 
cleanup dollars in field activities. 
Some of the impacted jab classifica- 
tions include engineering, human 
~CSOU~CCS, support service.# and infor- 
mation management, 

Altho'ugh moBt cleanup projects an 
reaching midpoint or nearing ample-  

tion, the Silos Project will require an 
increase in field suppon and staffing 
over the ncxr rhree years as wase 
handling. frentmenf and shipping 
faciliries are built. 

The slaffing change& are parr of 
DOE'S and Fluor Femnld's plan to 
complete cleanup of the 1,OSO-acre 
site in Crosby Township by 
December 2006 or sooner. 

As cleanup projects, such as the 
weste pits and building demolition. 
are completed, Fluor Femald will 
continue to adjust the workforce to 
meet he site's changing need&. 

Since 2001, more than 400 
employees have left the site through a 
combination of voluntary and inval- 
untery wpamtions. normal Rtuition, 
transfers and reductions in temporary 
SI&. The current employment level, 
excluding cubconlractors. is approxi- 
mately 1,390 salaried and represented 
employees. 
Por more information. contact 

Gary Steflner, 648-3153 or Jcff 
Wagner, 648-4898. 

' ( I  
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The Cincinnati Enquirer 
"Fernald released tainted rain water" 

Fernald 
released 
tainted 
rainwater 
By Dan Klspd 
'IBe ClrcinnoH Enquirsr 

UU)SRy 'Iwp. - More 
than 2.9 milllon gallone of 
rainwater tainted with urani- 
um ma aiacharged 6-om the 
Fernald nuclear cleanup site 
directly into the Great Mami 
River earlier tlk month. 

The water carried levels of 
uranium nearly three times 
the amount allowable for safe 

The diecharge - which con- 
tinued for 50 coneenitive 
hours, July 1 W  - is permit- 
ted by the Ohio Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency. It was 
caused by hard rainfall and 
portions of the plant's water 
treatment faciity belng down 
for maintenance. 

Of6ciala with Fluor Daniel, 
the company managing the 
$4-4 blllloa deanup at the for 
mar uranlum enrichment 
plant. nay the discharge wae 
neceeeq  to prevent rata&- 
age basins on the eite from 
overflowing into Paddy'e Run, 
a small strcmn fhat bleeds dl- 
re& intn the Great Miami 
Aquifer. The aquiferwae con- 
hmimted whUe the plantwas 
operating from 1953 through 
1989, and pwifyhg he under- 
ground water is one of the 
largest aspeps& of the cleanv. 

Tom Schnalder. Fernald 
supervisor for the OEPA, mid 
the &ate would prefer that no 
contaminated water be de. 
charged into the river. But, he 
said that's not redietic. 

"lt'snot thepreferred situ- 
tion, but i f9  one that's going 
to happen,' Schndder said of 
the dlscharsrce, 2naineerin 
bystems tuve mratione, an% 
when you exceed them you 
have to have a reasonable al- 
ternative. l l i b  ia the best al. 
krna tive." 

drinking WBW. 

Page 1 of 

The bedne, are designed to 
handle rainfall from all but 
storms 80 severe they only 
tend to happen once every 
decade. Despite that the OB 
PA allom the ate up to 10 die 
charges per year that don't 
count in the monthIy averag- 
fng of the d u m  content in 
Be plant's water discharges -. 
which are supposed to meet 
drinkingwater standards of 

Bill Hertel, asiietant man- 
ager of the aquifer reatoration 
and waatamter project at Fer 
nald for Fluor Daniel, said wa- 
ter in the b a d q  has a urani- 
um content ofabout 325 parts 
per billion. But that waterwae 
mixed with cleaned water ae it 
was dischuNed into the river. 
We dscharge he to six mil- 

See ER?U.D, Page E!! 

' 30 parteber hiion. 

2 
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July 18, 2003 
The Cincinnati Enquirer 

' ' 8  "!Fernsld released fainted rainwater" 

Fernald; 2.9 million gallons 
of tainted rainwater dumped 

From Page E1 

lion gallons per day into the river," 
Hertel said. 

mal's not renewing to environ- 
ment&$ or neighbors of the 
plant 

Glen Brand, Midwest teprem- 
tative for the Siena Club, mid no 
uranium should be pumped into 
the river. He called for 3 Btudy of 
the eflect discharged uranium is 
having on fish and other wildlife. 
"Direct dumping of uranium- 

tainted water into the Great Miami 
Rfver L not acceptable, and the 
cleanup treatment system needs to 
be sitffident to properly treat all of 
the water," Brand said. 'The ays 
tern ie not adequate and we can cer  
tainly do better. We should have ca- 
pacity to hold water for all but the 
most freakish weather events.' 
La& yeat Fernald had six dis- 

chargee, tolaling 7.3 million gat- 
lono, which were exempt from their 
moddy uranium averages. They 
also bad four days of exemptions 
wlien the water treatment plantwas 
down for malntenance. Those die 
charges, deo exempt from monthly 
averrcges, totaled more than 23 mil- 
Uon gallons of tainted water. 

Llea Crawford, head of the Fer. 
nald Cidzen'e Advlmry Board, said 
the planfs neighbors were notifled 
that the diechargea would happen. 
"hey are a part of life wound the 
plant. 

"It's, a be deal, and nobody like8 
if" Crawhrd said. "But at the m e  
time, we've had a tan of rain and 
then's nowhere else to take it Any- 
time you get Into a situation like 
thl8,youwoaderaretheydoingthe 
right thlng, end are they only doing 
what they've reportad to us. 

We don't have a 100 percent 
guarantee on h t .  We'd all like to 
lee nothing go into the river, but 
that's not going to happen." 

Fernald produced raw materids 
for atomlc bombs for more than 
three decades. ?he plant produced 
high-grade uranium, Milch WBB 

lhen shipped lo p h t ~  that manu. 
fachued bombs. Cleanup of the 
1,OSO-acre d e  started in 1992 and 
wlll cost Eexpayen at least $4.4 bil- 
lion before it's complete in 2006. 

A serietl of lawwits resulted In 
more than $90 million in paymenta 
by the government and lifethe 
health modtoring for people who 
live around lhe plant. The lawsuits 
and a newspaper Investigation led 
to the concluslon that managere 
Wed to noti@ workers of danger- 
ous conditions and that the govern 
ment failed to PO@ residenta of 
polluted drinking water and radon 
gas into the air. 

Page 2 of 2 
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"Uranium planr dumps polluted rainwater into Great Miami River" 

ti+L ' .  

Uranim plant dumps 
polluted rainwater into 
- 

Great Mami River 
official: l3maI.d 
not in violation 
of federal standards 
Ika ASSOUAT~D Pnass 
CINCINNATI - More than 

2.9 million gallons of polluted 
rainwater WE dirrcherged into 
the Great Miami River from the 
s i te  of a former uranium 
proceesing plant earlier this 
month, authorities said. 
The ura'niumtain ted water 

from the Femald eite emptied 
into the rivet for 50 hours. but 
did not violate any envlronmen- 
tsl standarde, authorities said. 
Heavy rains and mahtenance at 
the facility caused the dlscharge. 

The discharge into the river 
prevented retalnage basins from 
overflowing into a amall stream 
that bleeds into the Great M i d  
Aquifer, said officials with Fluor 
Daniel, the company managing a 
$4.4 billion cleanup at the site. 

That equlfer wae contaminated 
when the plant operated about 

18 milea northwest of Cincinnati 
from 1969 to 1089. 

Tom Schneider, F e d d  super. 
visor for the Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency, 8dd the dip 
charge was hard to avoid. 

"It'e not the preferred situa- 
tion, but it's one that's going to 
happen," Schneider said. "Ens- 
neerlng e y e t m  have limitations, 
and when you exceed them you 
have to have a reamnnble alterna- 
tlve. This ie the best alternative." 
Lisa Crawford, head  of the 

Pernald Citizen's Advisory 
Board, aaid the plant's neighbow 
were notiffed that the dischagea 
would happen. 

"It's a bi# deal, and nobody 
likee it," Crawiord sald. "But at 
the same time, we've had a ton of 
rain and there's nowhere else to 
take It." 

Environmentalists expreseed 
concern. 

Glen Brand; Midwest repre- 
sentatlve for the Sierra Club, 
called for a etudy 6f the die-  
charge'e effect on 8qh and other 
wildlife. 

NO. 795 P804/004 
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Pages 6 & 7 ,  
"Fluor Fernald trims 700 jobs t o  meer 2006 cleanup and closure deadline" 

r. 
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Fluor brnald trims 100 jobs to meet 
2006 cleanup and dosure deadline 

Energy Department contractor Fluor Fernald last week lald 
off 112 unlon employees and said it would cut 60 more posi- 
tlom today duly 7) to create a leaner organizadon - a  move 
company offid& expect wlll free more dollan for ongoing 
accelerated environmental cleanup actividet at t h e  Femald 
Closure Project in Ohio. 

complete cleanup of the 1,050-acre site by December 2006. 
Offlcfals have said workers can expect annual staff reduaions 
untll2006. 
Lan Aprfl, Fluor Femald laid off 61 employees. Since 

2001, more than 400 employees have leh the site through 
voluntnry and iuooluatuy separations, normal attridon, 
transfers and reductlons in temporary staff, the company 
s a d  in P statement Tuesday. 

aquifer deanup, as well as bullding dernolitlon et the former 
uanium production site, by the end of 2006. 

The company sald t h e  latest reduction attempts to better 
dlgn the workforce with the remaining cleanup work at the 
site. The Femald Atomic Trades and Labor Coundl was nowed 
in May that positions would be ellminared. "As far as job place- 
ments, we haven't been able to accompltsh that for all," 
FAT&LC President Gene Branham ssid in an interview Tuesday, 
FATBLC represenb 13 local d o n s  at Femald "We had 546 
[union employees at Pemald] and lost 112, and 16 to 18 of 
them retked. We now probably have a llttle over 400 union 
employees at  the site right now.'' 

Ln the fall, Fluor Femald plans to again adlust the size and 
skllls mlx of the work force to meet the  site's changhg needs. 
"If you break down all of die .. . numbers that wlll be excess, my 
Brrt cut at it is they u e  too deep," Branham safd. W e  may be 
going to the well a llnle too often and a ltnle too deep, both ln 
management and labor," he sald. 

Branham sald some of the 16 job ciarbflcatlans defined in a 
collectlve bnxgalning agreement with m o r  Femald should be 
proteaed, ntch BS people in charge of packaging and shlpplng 
transuranic waste to a low-lev4 waste dump in Utah. "You can't 
rn a remedlatton opuadon sitting in an oBce some damned 
place. Somebodfs got to get In t he  trenches and flnd out whafs 
happenlng, and that's my concern," he said. 

OEidals sald the stpff reductions are part of Femald's plan to 

The depsltment hopes KO complete contaminated soil and 

DOE in 1992 hired Fluor Femdd to manage the site, 
once used to produce high-purity uranium metals for 
nuclear weapons, Those operations, whlch continued for 35 
years, ceased In 1989. In 2000, DOE awarded Fluor Femald a 
'closure contract" wlth the goal of completing the site's 
cleanup by 2006. 

Last week, Pluor Femald work a m  also completed a major 
regulatory milestone. They helped dear the Plant 1 Pad, whlch 
once held more than 100,000 containas of waste. The majority 
of the waste was shipped to the Nevada Test Site. Recently, 
many of the contihas were moved to the site's Waste PlU 
RemccUal ActIan Project, where their contents were combined 
wftb waste pit material and shipped to Envfrocare, B company 
SpOkcSman sad. 

Although most environmmtal deanup projects at Fernald 
me readring OT nearing conpledon, the Sllos Project wlll requlre 
an kzaease in Held support and s t a g  over the next Wee 
years as waste handllng, treament and ShIppbg fadlltia are 
built. "he prolcct indudes vacuuming dry low-level waste fxam 
the aging silo. Once t h e  matdal has been removed, i t  will be 
packaged and shipped to NIS 01 a permitted waste disposal 
fadliv. - S h m  T%TIY 
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"Enhanced monitoring wells a t  Fernald aid aquifer cleanup 'I 

' *  

Enhanced 
Monitoring Wells 
at Fernald Aid 
Aquifer Cleanup 

round warer scientists at h e  G Depmrnenr of Energy's Fernald 
Environmencd Msnagcment Project arc 
using multilevel monitoring wells to 
assist in cncking che remediauon of 9 

170-acre uranium concamination plume 
jn rhe Great Miami Aquifer, which cov- 
ers ~pproximately 360,000 acres. The 
aquifer underlies the Ferndd site and is 
one of rhe hrgest sole source aquifers in 
the nation. 

The rnulrilevel wells have lower installa- 
rion costs than srandard wells and pro- 
vide data from a large cross-section of 
the plume so scientists can more closely 
monitor die pcrlorrnance of Fernald's 
ground water restoration program. 

Mulrilevcl monitoring wells allow scien- 
r i m  to rnoniror LIP LO six different depth 
in tcrvals per we11 and spot sample che 
borromi of &e wells. For large concami- 
nirion plumes like Fernald's, which mca- 
sures 40 to 50 fccr dccp in places, multi- 
level wells provide d3t3 from across die 
entire plume. With this additional 

knowledge, scientists can determine 
sppropriare extraction well pump m c s .  

Previously, Fernald scienrisrs used repcri- 
rive direct push sampling, a process in 
which cechnicimns "push" a sample rod 
into the ground to a desired depth, and 
multiple srandard rnoniroring wells to 
monitor the portions of rhe plume rhar 
are rhicker &an 15 feer. Alrhough borh 
are proven ground warer monitoring 
tcchniquea, they are lesr effective with 
larger, rhicker c o n m i n a t i o n  plumes. 
Direcr push sampling can provide sam- 
pling at discrete lcvds in the aquifer, bur 
it requires a significant effort and cost 
ourlay to resample at  the same locarion, 
limiting rhe sample frequency. Six moni- 
toring wells would be required co provide 
rhc six dcpth inrcmls obtained from one 
multilevel wcll. 

"After more than a yoar of tcsring, mulri- 
level wells have proven to be effective 
tools in tracking rhe cleanup of the 
aquifer," said Rob Janke, DOE-Fcrnald 
project manigcr. 

For more Informadon, contact Rob ]anlo at 

(5 13) 648-3 124. or rob.Janke@fQrnald.gov. 
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Fernald Rail Operation on Track for 
2004 Completion 

h e  most extensive rail operation in T the Department of Energy (DOE) 
complex is enabling che'Fernald sire in 
Ohio to accelerate rernediarion and dispo- 
sition of a 3 7 - 3 ~ ~  waste pit area that once 
contained over one million tons of low- 
lcvcl radioactive waste. Fernald is fewer 
than wo years from cornplcring the 
remediation. 

In March 2003, F e r d d  workcrs shipped 
the 73th rrain of material IO Envirotarc, a 
licensed commcrcial disposal hcility near 
Clive, Utah, a5 parr of DOE'S Iong-term 
cleanup plan for the Ware Pits Projecr, 
one of five Iemediarion projects at  the 
site. 

The w c  pit area contains six waste pits 
(which range in size from one to five acres 
and vary in depth from 10 to 40 fecr), a 
burn pit and clear well. During past ura- 
nium production operations, Fernald dis- 
posed ofsolid and liquid processing mat- 
erial and refining residues in the wute 
pirs and incinerated materials, such as 
laboratory c h c m i c ~ l ~  and refming 
residues, in the burn pic. The clear-well 

scrvcd u a scrtling basin Far processing 
waur. 

Prior to initiating full-sale remediation 
of the wasre pits, Fernald constructed 
111 1 1 -track rail yard and procured 170 
gondola railcars and three locomotives. 
Sincc the first train lcfr the sire in April 
1393, Femdd has maintained a steady 
shipping cycle of one rrain every two co 
three wckc. As the waste is excavated, 
cleanup workers haul it by rruck [o 
onsitc remediation facilities where they 
process and treat die w c e  to remove 
excess rnoisrure, load it into double-lincd 
railcars with secure lids, and asscmblc thc 
cars inro a unit train for shiprncnt to 
Envirocare. Ovcr a fivcyur shipping 
period, Fcrndd estimates it will transport 
124 trains of waste to Envirocare. Each 
train consists ofabout GO railcars and car- 
ries approximately 6,000 tom of waste. 

As ic nears its fourrh year of operation, 
Fcrnald has shipped more chin 500,000 
Ions, an equivalent of 25,003 trucWoads, 
of an estimated 790,000 con8 of processed 
waste to Envirocare and is on schedule to 

FmaldS trnin crtw a.urmb&s 61 gondok 
milcurs to make tbt 75th unir tnzin TO 

leave the site loaded with wartrpir 
mat&. On average, each uiiir train 
curries 6 000 tom of wme. 

complerc m c e  processing operations by 
the end of 2004. 

"By orcamting h e  waste pits, wc are 
eliminating ycc another source of ground 
watcr contamination to the underlying 
aquifer," said Dave Lojek, DOE Wasre 
Pits project manager. "Every train that 
1c;lvcs our pres and arrives safely ac the 
diaposal facility brings us one step closer 
to complccing rhis project." 

For more Information on the Waste Pits 
ProJecc. contact Dave Lojek at (5 i 3) 648- 
3 I27 or davc.lolek@fernald.gov. 

.. 
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Fernaid's New 
Tech no logy 
Reduces Radon 

er rigorous operabiliry resting, che Ah Department of Energy's (DOE) Fer- 
nald sitc tcsccd a nc\vpdon conrrol q ~ -  

:; rem i&ecernLcr 2002 char rcduccd the 
conccnmrion of radon gu in  wo con- 
crete wasre scoragt silos by 9S percent. 
This is the firrr step in the remold of the 
silos' ~vastc which is scheduled to be corn- 
pieced in May 2006. 

Known as rhc K-G5 Silos, rhe aging SIZLIC- 

rures were conscrucred in che 1350s and 
concain 8,900 cubic lards of low-Ic\*el, 
radium-bearing \ w ~ .  "The new system 

b. 

c 

reduces ndiarion rxposure levels 5 0  work- 
e r ~  can safely removc the waste from 'the 
silos in prepararion for treatment and dii- 
posd," said DOE Silos Projcct Manager 
Nina Acgunduz. 

The Radon Control Sysrern (RCS) rraods 
about 40 yards from the earrhcn-bermcd 
silos. Fans within the RCS draw the 
radon-bcaring a i r  into the facility via a 
series of valves and piping connrcrcd co 
manwvqrs (like manholes) on top of rhc 
Silos. The radon gas is removed by paning 
rhc air rhrough filters conraining accivarcd 
carton. Once rhc air has craveled through 
[he carbon beds i t  passer through HEPA 
filrers to remove any remainins parricu- 
lacc from the radon decay chain. 

000042 

The next srcp in remediating Fcrnddi  
silos will begin in June 2003 when Fer- 
nald clcanup crews will initiitc iniralh- 
tion of waste r e r r i e d  equipment around 
&e silos. Using waccr jets 3nd durrjf 
pumps, the crew will remove rhe clay-like 
waste from chc silos and transfer ir co four 
7 j0,OOO-gallon ccmyorar). scaragc ranks. 
Trcarmenr planr operators will then blend 
rhc wasre with cement to produce loose 
concrete suicablc for safe packaging and 
offsire rranaporrarion. 

for more informarlon, contacc Nlna 
Alqunduz at  (S 13) 648-3 I IO or 
nins.akgunduz@feensld.gov. 
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"New Fernald stewardship web site" 

New Fernald 
Stewardship 
Web Site 

c Fcmald Closure Project has T: aunchcd a new Web sire describ- 
ing the site's plans for post-donurc sur- 
veillance and maintenance of the On- 
Site Disposal Facility snd restored areas 
of  the Fernald sire. 

Since the larc 199Os, rhe Deparrment 
of Energy (DOE) and Fluor Fernald 
have been working with sralceholdero ra 
prcpan for t h e  sire's rransition to long- 
term storvudrlip &et sire rcmcdiarion 
is complete in larc 2006. Thc Web sire, 
htrp://www. ~rald.govlFucure/Fucure. 
hrm, indudes Fernald's Comprehensive 
Scewardship Plan and informarion 
about records managcmenr require 
mcncs, Funding, and the Department's 
stewardship policia.a,nd guidsnce doc- 
uments. Informacion k b o  available 
on Ferndd's find land usclpublic use 
plans and clanup progress. 

For more Informatfan, conma Gary 
Stegner at (5 13) 648-3 IS3 o r  
gary.stegner~frrnald.gw. 

' 
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Last of weapons-grade plutonium is removed from Rocky Flats 
nuclear site in Colorado 
August 21, 2003 

By Jon Sarche, Associated Press 

GOLDEN, Cola.?- Crews have finished removing the last of more than 12 
tons of weapons-grade plutonium left a t  Rocky Flats, marking a milestone 
in a $7 billion cleanup of the former nuclear weapons site that closed in 
1989. 

The 6,000-acre (2,400-hectare) site 25 kilometers (15 miles) northwest 
of Denver is slated to become a national wildlife refuge after the cleanup 
ends in 2006. 

"Rocky Flats ... is no longer in the nuclear weapons business," Energy 
Secretary Spencer Abraham said?this week?in a statement issued in 
Washington. Removal of the plutonium was finished 12 years ahead of  
schedule, Abraham said. The material will be shipped to a site in South 
Carolina for conversion into fuel for nuclear reactors. 

For 40 years, Rocky Flats manufactured plutonium triggers for nuclear 
weapons. I t  was shut down in 1989 for safety violations, leaving more 
than 12 metric tons of the highly radioactive metal. 

Gene Schmitt, the Energy Department's site manager, said with the 
plutonium gone, about $2 million spent each month on security can be 
applied to  cleanup work. 

Linton Brooks, the Energy Department's undersecretary for nuclear 
security, said the last of the plutonium left Rocky Flats in late July. 

The environmental group Green peace International on Tuesday criticized 
incentives for contractors to  accelerate the cleanup, saying the South 
Carolina facilities have safety problems and were unprepared for the 
plutonium. 

Rocky Flats still has lower-grade waste, such as contaminated equipment, 
that will be transported to  a site near Carlsbad, N.M. 

Source: Associated Press 
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