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Monthly Progress Report Summary - May 1998 

CAB MEETINGS: 

0 ON-SITE COMMITTEE MEETING: The next meeting of the On-Site 
Committee of the Femald Citizens Advisory Board will be on Wednesday, 
September 9,1998, at 6:OO p.m. in the Alpha Building. 

0 OFF-SITE COMMITTEE MEETING: The Off-Site Committee of the Fernald 
Citizens Advisory Board will meet on Wednesday, September 9,1998, at 
7:30 p.m. in the Alpha Building. 

0 EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE MEETING: The Efficiency Committee of the 
Fernald Citizens Advisory Board will meet on Thursday, September 10,1998, at 
6:30 p.m. in the Alpha Building. 

OTHER MEETINGS: 

0 MONTHLY PROGRESS BRIEFING: There will not be a Monthly Progress 
Briefing in August. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

0 SSAB SURVEY: Judith Bradbury will be contacting members of the CAB by 
telephone throughout the summer to conduct a survey for DOE on the SSABs. 

QUESTIONS: 

Please call Jim at or Doug at  with questions or concerns. 
You may also fax or e-mail Doug at: 

I -  
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MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT SUMMARY 
MAY 1998 

OPERABLE UNIT 1 --¤ WASTE P ITS REMEDIAL ACTION PROJECT 
Major Work Activities - May 1998 

0 

Completed Shandon Yard upgrade. 
Completed on-site rail infrastructure construction. 

OPERABLE UNIT 2 -1- ON-SITE DISPOSAL F A C I L I T Y  (OSDF) 
Major Work Activities - May 1998 

OSDF 
- Awarded OSDF Phase WSouthern Waste Units excavation subcontract to Petro 

Environmental Technologies Inc. 
Began moving containers of debris to OSDF Transfer Area (this activity to continue 
throughout construction of OSDF). 

- 

OPERABLE UNIT 3 -1- FACIL IT IES CLOSURE & DEMOLITION PROJECT 
Major Work Activities - May 1998 

Safe Shutdown 
- Performed various utility disconnects in Tank Farm Complex. 

Decontamination and Dismantlement (D&D) 
- Prepared structural steel surrounding two northern boilers for demolition in Boiler 

Plant/Water Plant. 
Size-reduced and containerized precipitator breeching and support steel from Boiler 
Plant/Water Plant. 
Began removal of exterior components such as pipe bridges/conduit from Building 78. 
Began mobilizing site support subcontractor for Sewage Treatment Plant Complex. 
Decontaminated and free-released 53 tons of rail as of May 29,1998 as part of Recycling 
Supplemental Environmental Projects. 
Inspected /prepared containers of shredded copper for shipment to recycling vendor. 

- 

- 
- 
- 

- 

OPERABLE UNIT 4 -1- SILOS PROJECT 
Major Work Activities - May 1998 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Submitted Draft Silo 3 Remedial Design Work Plan to rebwlatory agencies. 
Issued Silo 3 Request for Proposal (RFP) to potential contractors for bid on May 6,1998; held 
pre-proposal conference May 27-28,1998. 
Completed addressing comments from stakeholders, independent consultants, and regulatory 
agencies on Accelerated Waste Retrieval Project RFP; issued RFP for bid on May 26,1998. 
Prepared for award of Silos 1 and 2 Proof-of-Principle Testing RFP contracts; awards in four 
technology families expected in early June. 



OPERABLE UNIT 5 
Major Work Activities - May 1998 

0 Soils Characterization and Excavation Project 
- Initiated bioengineering stabilization of Paddys Run embankment in vicinity of 

Southern Waste Units retention basins; includes such efforts as installation of natural- 
fiber matting to encourage vegetative growth and mitigate embankment erosion. 
Completed certification sampling in Area 8 Phase I (13-acre tract of Femald property 
west of Paddys Run). 
Submitted Precertification Project Specific Plans for real-time surveys and physical 
sampling to regulatory agencies for Area 9 Phase I (northern portion of off-site tract of 
land located east of Fernald’s eastern property line). 
Began design of On-Property Public Access Habitat Area. 
Initiated two Ecological Research subprojects (American Chestnut Restoration and 
Identification and Control of Invasive Species). 
Commenced public involvement process regarding final land use at  Femald with 
presentation at May meeting of FRESH. 

- 

- 

- 
- 

- 

Aquifer Restoration and Waste Water Project 
- Completed Standard Startup Review of new Sewage Treatment Plant and commenced 

operations on May 8,1998. 
Completed construction activities for South Field Extraction System/South Plume 
Optimization System/Injection Demonstration combined projects on May 13,1998. 

- 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 
Major Work Activities - May 1998 

Low-Level Waste Certification 
- Successfully completed Standard Startup Review for Movement of Above-Grade Debris 

to OSDF Transfer Area; initiated operations on May 13, 1998. 

0 Mixed Waste Shipping 
- Initiated plan for certification sampling of mixed waste eligible for shipment to 

Envirocare of Utah, Inc. 

0 T-Hopper Repackaging System 
- Total of 37 T-Hoppers repackaged as of May 29,1998. 

0 Organic Treatment Project 
- Began investigating potential off-site treatment options, as well as the possibility of 

on-site use of thermal desorption technoloby (i.e., removal of contaminants via heat). 

DOE Operational Readiness Review (ORR) for Activities Involving Enriched Restricted 
Materials 
- Pre-start items were satisfactorily closed and verified complete on May 14, 1998, with 

authorization to restart activities given by DOE on May 20, 1998. 
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July 11, 1998 
The Cinclnnat l  Enquirer 
Page 81 
"Ex-Reporter Faced Questions e:fore" 
Associated Press 

1 5 8 8  

4 'hiquita: Bx-reporter challenged. before 
NTINUBD PROM PACE B l  
i not return calls seeking comment 
iday. 
Harry M. Whi le, president and 
blisher of the ?! nparrrer. said the 
wepaper is reviewing what Mr. 
llla her. haa done since he joined 
3 Aprrerin ige5. 
Mr. Galla her was fued June 26. 

'0 days be P ore the Enquirer ran a 
mt-page ,apology,, renouncing his 
ay 3 stories cntslzing the Ch~quu 
nana company's business practlcea. 

The newspaper mid it believes Mr. 
Gallagher illepUy obtained Chiq$ta 
employees' volctmad~ in putsung 
the etory. 

The newspaper also a eed to pay 
chi uita mon than dmrllion to 
set% the case; Chiquita had not Ned 
mit. A atate grand jury is investigat- 
ing whether pmpecy wa? stolen from 
Chiqita. Chrquta IS a w g  Mr. Gal- 
laghet, who wae not a party to the 
En jiwh .settlement. E. Gallagher did not return mes- 

sages eeekin comment on Friday. 
Hie tawyer, &trick Hanley, declined 
to comment. 

Ia bh 1986 atones, Mr. Gallagher 
quoted "an assistant U.S. attorney 
who asked to remain unnamed" as 
ufiine a mod jw had begun heariag 
teetimony on alle@ drug-smu fin 
in a Michigan pnron and we i ? !  cte 
that gun& and supennsors would be 
indicted. 

?e FBI inveetigaal after the 
smnes ran and accused Mr. Gallagher 

of fabn'cating the source. No lpat 
jury had met, agcnta said. IMr. GuUa 
her and hie nmpaper defended k 
reporting; Mr. Gallagher later said 1 
believed the FBI had staned tl 
investigation to diacredit him becau 
he had obtained infatmatian the F 
did not want publicid. 
Dawn Moritz. an FBI spokeswol 

an in Detroit, said Friday she was c 
familiar with the prison stories a 
could not comment. 
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July 11, 1998 
The C i n c i n n a t i  Post 
Page 7A 
'IF81 Accused Reporter Before" 
Post S t a f f  Reporter 

N0.876 P803/886 

FBI accused reporter before 
A fired Clnclnnatl Enquirer 

reporter, charged in 8 lawsuit 
with stesllng voice-mall from 
Chiquitfi Brands International, 
was accused by the FBI years 
ago ol fabricating a source 
when he worked for anorher 
Gannett newspaper. 

In 1986. the €31 chtirged 

concocted a nonexistent assis- 
tant U.9. attorney,. then Used 
hlm 89 tin unnamed source for 
stortes on prison drug smug. 
gllng that were corngletely 
false. 

Gellagher wrote the rtories 
for the Lansing (Mich.) State 
Journal and both he and the 
paper stood by the stortes. ln. 
sisting the source was e real 
person. 

The source was quoted in at 
bast four stories that alleged 
there was B multlmilllan-dollar 
drug trade in Michigan prisons 
that was aded 8nd abetted by 
bQWdS m d  prison Rdmlnistrn- 
tors. 

Ron1 Rucker Waters, man- 

chat Michael G 8; whey h& 
Michael 
Gallegher 

aging editor 02' 
the Lenslng 
newspaper, 
confirmed on 
Thursday to 
the ASsoclated 
Press that Gal- 
lagher worked 
at the paper 
from 19tlS to 
1987 but de. 
clinud tu c u m  

ment further She was not 4 t h  
the newspaper at the time, 

Then-editor Thomas Cslli- 
ntm, now editor at the Demo- 
crat and Chronlcle In Roches- 
tor, N.Y., did not return calls 
seeking comment on Fridey. 

Enquirer publisher Harry 
M. Whlpgle said the newspa. 
per Is lnvestigating whet other 
sterflers knew about the Chi- 
quita section and also review- 
ing Gellegher's work since he 
joined the Enqulrer in 1999. 
On June 28. the Enquirer 

began a series of front page 
apologies to Cincinnati-based 
Chlquita for their Muy 3 spe- 
cial section. written by Gal- 
lugher and ruporter Cameron 

McWhlrter, whtch sharglg d t .  
icized the bensns COmganfa 
business practices. 

In addition to the apology, 
the Enquirer also agreed to 
pay Chiquits more then LlO 
million 

The Enqulrer said its Chi- 
quita section was based on sto- 
I m  voice mail and "created a 
talut! and misleading lmpres- 
sion of Chiquitci's busineae 
practices" In Central Amerlca. 

"he paper also fired Gal- 
lagher. saying he had lied to 
them about the source of Chl- 
quita VOiC&Mall convereations 
upon wnich much of the 18. 
page special section waa based. 

A grand jury is hveetigatlng 
whether the voiceaail was 
stolen tlnd Chlquita has sued 
Gellegher. charging him with 
violating federal and state 
wiretapping laws, fraud, defa- 
mation and other illegal acts. 

The FBI also is Investigat- 
ing the cave. 

Gallagher did not return 
calls seeking comment. Hls 
lawyer, Patrick Hanley, de- 
olined comment. .. - 
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July 12, $998 
The C i  n c i  nnat i  Enquirer 
Idi tor ia l  Page 

'Ileu readers which 
allegations a n  true 

I congratulate the Enqtrirat 
for its front-page apology i o  
Chiquita Brands lnternational 
Inc. due to errem and illegal 
information-gathering tech- 
n ues. Howewr, I am dis 

payment to Chiquita, nnd partic 
ularly, at the completc lack of 
explanation to your readers of 
the terms under which this pay. 
ment was made. 

Clearly, the reports about illa 
gal and unethical activities in 
Central America were bascd on 

which was at least partially k&a- 
al. It is (he Enquirer's rcsponuibili 
ty. once allegationr have been 
made in the comprehensive mat) 

iierinwhich they w r e  reported. 
to now attempt to clarify which 
allegations are factual, which arc 
nol. and which o t h m  cannot be 
wriSed by legal means. 

If, as I fear, part at the senle. 
ment with Chiqita involved an 
agreement to no longer report 
vn this mater In any way. tlicn 
h i s  would constilutc an cgr~. 
gious violation of journaiivtic 
erhics, much worse than the 
actions of a few rogue Enquim 
reporters. Why? Because thifi 
wou represent an instirutional 
decifon to denyreaders the 
iruth, which we are rclying on 

rn 2 yed ar thc "SlO million-plus" 

. infomation about Chiquita 

I 

thc f?ncqrirrrtu report. 
Your rraders deserve the fol- 

lowing: 
b A copy of the agreement 

you si(tned with Chiquita. 
h investigation to veri&, 

point-bypoint. the allegations 
made in your Chiquita report A 
w e .  blankel "renunciation" 
@st docsn'l cut it 

ROSS M. LEOh 
Western Hill: 

With apology 
came justice 

I'd like to address the authors 
3f letters i o  h e  editor published 
lune 30 regarding the Enquir- 
?r's apology to Chiquita. 

In nu cJlhPr cnunuy would 
hcy see such crriticd letters to 
hc editor. published by thc rdi- 
or. 'Ihank I;od for OUT country - md for the Enpuinr 

Irt's dig a little drcper hcre. 
Ihe editur apoloRized for thc 
inethical way in which rJle infor. 
nation was obtained, not Tor the 
nformao'on. Noticc that (two 
encr writers July 1 did). I hope 
he banana people use some of 
hat $10 million to hcner the 
%onditions o l  thcir rrnpbyces. 

L i d  please forgive the rcn. 
lency wc havc in this country to 
Jrnp on somronc. who is dnwn. 
IC a p d ~ ~  %'w published. Oer 

1 of 

I. - 
$10 million was paid, UIC 
reporter was punished. What 
more is necessary? Justice hae 
been done. All ol this was very 
providential. Who among us can 
cast the first stone? 

MARY RUlH BOUDOT 
College Hill 

Recheck reporter's 
previous articles 
Now h a t  the Enquirer has 

tldrnitted that reporter Mike 
Gallagher resorted to unethical 
and illegal activity in his Chiqui- 
ki investigation. shouldn't Mr. 
Gallagheis previous efforts be 
wbjccted to this newfound edi- 
.ond S C I - U ~ ~ ~  arid ovctxight? I 
d e r  specifically to thc months 
ung "Dangcr and 1)eccit" 
*ne% cndlmly trumpcted by 
hc Enquirer m an cxposc ol' tlic 
ruth about Fcmald. 

At the tirnr, many individuals 
md organizations clme to the 
%maid clcaniip effort contcnd- 
!J that Mr. G;9wher's charges. 
ncluding thc exisicncc and L'IW 
w p  of u n d c  worlrinacondi- 
inns. fraudulcnr hilling md fal- 
t3cation o[ work schedules 
vcre based on !he dubious risc 
if anunymous POII~CCX, at well 
IS Mr. Callaghcfs sclctrtivc.. 
vU+wvitig inlcqmtatirm t i l  
irrblic documcnts. 
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J u l y  12,1998 
The C i n c i n n a t i  Enquirer 

, -  . ,  Editorial Page . .  

I ~ow-iip wiiort on Iiio c-ar)r.nw 
:iad findillus ol thc v:lrious 
invcutigations promptcd by the 
numerous dlcgations made in 
thc ardcls. Ucly, thc moa 

irivatigatioris wa Lhc onc by 
tlie (;overnnienc Accounting 
01ficc. Whilc finding some 
room lnr improvcment in the 
manliuement of the Fernald 
opttrillions, the resulting report 
determined that virtually dl of 
the m o d  serious churges made 
by Mr. (;allaqher were unwb 
stantiatcd. 

A&pin. I challen~c thc &nq& 
e m  do  that rallliw.up snidy. You 
owc ir to yriur rcadcrs. ilic stir- 
rounding coiiiinuniry and thr 
pmiid work lorw ai Flmnld. 

dctiililccl cwd costly Of thew 

I HILL WESl'ERMAN 
Broolrviilc. Intl. 

Community shows 
support for Lindner 

I was iiihillu\t U ~ O I I  rL' dinfi 

C'tiiqiiita. Tlirrr :IIT i w  morc 
tlai#crous ~irincipics Ihiin irrc. ! ynnribtc jotiriiatisrn. iiild I am 

. 'iirc that Cliiquitn's busincss ;is 
w c 4  iis its criiploycc~~ linvc sui. 

i icrcd irrcpanblc harm. 

I hc fronr-paec ;ipolnpir!: 3 o 

11 has always bwn dilficult lor 
me 10 untlvrri;ind Uic lhpirerf  
iicnauvisin tirw:crd thc Lindnrr 
hnrilv. as tlicy I~avt? Ixw such iI 
jjositivc brcc  in our community. 
We in the medical 6clJ join 
those in Ihc business. sports 
and arts worlds, ctc.. in cxprew 
inK our apprcciutiun for thc 
Lndncrs' conlinuing support 
and loyally to Cincinnati. 

DR ROBERT 11. OSHER 
[odian I i i l l  

Entire report should 
not be thrown away 

Realizing that the phone 
taws wcw acccssed illegally, 
and that your papcr was suffcr- 
ing rcal damagc in Lhc cconom- 
ic community tom its exposc 
'In tlic niultinationd giant C h i p  
i ta, that you couldn't pi)ssibly 
;land bchind Ihc work ofpour 
qwlm m d  considcrinr how 
m r h  if wciailtl cost you. woultl- 
i ' t  i t  bc hir  io nllriw for 3 iollow- 
~p which woiild sori out Ihc 
nftrrmir~irin thill could br ascw 
ained withoui thc use olthe ille 
;ai rcconlings? \%%at about all 
Iic' cvcwimcss wstirnonv horn 
hosc "in ihc lirld?" 

You'vc I hrown a w y  an out- 
ilmntling piccc [if work bwause 
JI a sniall. hut. LTintt4. sikvib 
:ant llaw in thc ethical p r o m  

durc of cvidcncr garhering. l i t  

rcsult was that you dixounrrd 
111~. wholi: piccc unjudy. 

JOAN KRUEGEI; 
bvelmc 

unite to fight 
irresponsibility 

The entire nation owes CYI 
Lindner a debt of gtatitudc. 
Only hc tiad thc ability to stand 
up against thc kind of rcporting 
not really intcrcstcd in fact. but 
seeking headlines Thc Little RU) 
has no protection against this 
i)nslaughl Combine reporters 
with attorneys general using thc 
powcr of subpocria and our kcc- 
doin is gone. 

Akorricys gcncral subpocna 
my rccords thcv choose. using 
11ircat of irnprisonmcnt Tlicn, 
lKilh thc information they gath- 
-r, use that information to file 
:tiit againsl ynu.'rhey know that 
/ou do nvt h a v ~  in rrstify 
igainst yourself. but thry do not 
nlorni yoir o l  this lad. 'Ihis, of 
'oiirsc. is a violation of oiir Fifth 
hendment r i~hh.  

Auomcya general can close 
inv church in [his muon that 
hey choose. 'hey can subpoc 
iil my church rccords. thcn 
vhrc you CM lilc a "quash." 
hcy c3n lorcc you, undcr thrcar 
ilimprisoarnait. to submit your 

records for rcvicw, costing you 
thousands of dollars in legal 
few arid othcr costs They hnc. 
in fact. forced you to testify 
iixlrainul YOUWCU, a violation ol 
the Fifth Amendment 

mation to file charges against 
the church. Congregational 
churches - such as Baptist, 
Christian or independent - arc 
pardcularly vulnerable. An of 
this is in violation of the First 
Amendment: 'There can be no 
law passed curbing or restrict. 
ing the spread of religions." 

U.S District Judge James 
Robertson, dismissing the 
Hubbcu charges, along with the 
action of Carl iindner standing 
up against bully reporters, give 
us the two greatest acts in 
defense olaur freedom in 50 
years. Judge Robertson and Mr. 
ljndner will go down in history 

two men who. mom than MY- 
one clsc. turned the tide from 
slavery to freedom. 

Wc niust dl hang togethcr 
agaiiisr tlic riithless reporters 
and arrogant attorneys genori 
or wc surely will hang scpamrc 
ly This nation under God must 
not chanfie tu read -Illis nation 
iindcr arrogant and ruthless 
attorney *and irresponsible 
rcportcrs." 

HISHOP D. GERALD LACH 
Pcrldlcton 

lhey can then ugc this infor- 
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Enquirer ouorstatcd the situation 
c‘mv italic81 nt Fornald, the site did 
have serioua probleme.” 

Was Chiquita just 
replay of Fernald series 

July  11, 1998 
Journa 1 -News 
Opinion Page 
“Was Chiquita Just Replay o f  Fernald Ser 
By: Oirk Allen 

I By Oirk A”sn 

Allen 

articles caused him to “launch Borne 
pretty intense lnnka of my own to see 
if we had problems. I really needed 
to know that so I could get i t  fixed. 

“After all of those looks, ,we could 
not substantiate the (Enquirer) alle- 
gations,” he said Wedneeday. “We 
did find some thin that needed to 

that were alleged.” 
Ken Morgan, director of public 

affairs for the field office of the 
Department of Energy, said it was 
not DOE’S charge to  evaluate news 
covera e of i ts  operatione - but 
noted taat the department‘s evalua- 
tion of Fluor Daniel Fernald’s perfor- 
mance should be apparent. 

‘We have extended their contract,“ 
Morgan said. “They have made 
remarkable progress in the cleanup, 
saved billions of dollars (from origi- 
nal coet projectione) and ehown dra- 
matic improvements in most areae. 

“Our goal is t o  make ourselves 
borin to the news media,” Morgan 
add*%. “You do t h a t  by doing a 
good job.” 

be fixed, but not t r e willful things 

rresponsibillty In 
dealing with materiel ‘I that people need to 

know can have a tremendous 
detrimental effect: 

John Bradbume 
President. Fluor Daniel Fernald 

Let’s not pretend that nnyone has 
a monopol on virtue. Heck, this 
newspapor r ost one that went a11 the 
way t o  the 1J.S. Supreme Court. 
That was the Nov. 1, 1983, article on 
Daniel E. Connnu hton, who was 
running €or H a n d t o n  Municipal 
Court judge. 

Connaughton eued Harte-Hanks 
Communications Inc., our arerrt 
company at the time, for liber based 
on a similar complaint - that the 
Journal-News hnd ignored exculpa- 
tory material and basically done a 
hatchet ‘ob on him, When the mat- 
tcr finafly found ita wa to Wayh- 
in on, the national me&a held its 

Supreme8 were going to revise libel 
laws with respect to tho definition of 
n public pereon. 

They didn‘t.,On June 22. 1989. 
they simply said hc wins. you loue, 
BO pay the man. Period. (Ho aued for 
10 million and was  awarded 
200,000.) 
“I roally feel etrongly that, a free 

co f’ lective breath for fear the 

8 
”..“on :? ‘.“ ..;+..I + r  L L ,  1-:..-1 - L .  _^.. 

Bradburne. “But a responsible free 
pram is what we have to have ... 
not o n e  t hat  in dis  crim i n ~1 t c! 1 y 
attacks for the sake of a news atory. ... Irreeponaibility in dealing with 
material that people need to  know 
can havo a tromendoua detrimental 
effect.” 
“Yes, I think w e  were anfairly 

treated,” Bradburne added of the 
“Dan er and Deceit” series. “Wo pro- 
videf all  sorts of data ,  wri t tan 
responses. We bent over backwards 
to be honest and truthful. We sup- 

lied hours and hours ;f work. ... 
kone of *at got printed. 

Bradburne said the series “had a 
very negative effect on the people 
here.” 

When Joe Feiertag, who did an 
oatstanding job covering Fernald 
for this newspaper for five years. 
left the.J-N in April 1996, he took a 
look at thetongoinp,deanup in a 
final column. 

An excerpt from his assessment: 
“Recent revelations in the media 

tell us that the cleanup contractor 
cannot  f ind 150 int-apectc‘on Logs 
(about 5 percent o f  the tots l l ,  The 
contractor may even haoe misspent  
$7 million to $10 million (about 8 
percent of the site’a annual budget). 
We’ve also heard of sh0dd.y uork- 
manehip  iriuolvinR a new toostc 
treatment uni t .  (One of the  main  
ieeuea in question: the buildingk con. 
Crete floor. I 

“I’m not sii,gResting that iiiopci*trntt 
logs aren’t important, or that $7 1 ) r i L -  
lion to $10 million is a pal tn* aquln. 
But it’s important to note tficrr ),inn? 
of these revelatiom have been cttiled 
from p u b l i c  documents  und fj-onl 
Fernald‘s c forts to police itmlf.“ 

what our job is all about. Some- 
times. apparently, bottcr tllan \VP 
do. A recent letter to the aditor in 
the Enquirer mid, in part, “It is 
appalling that newffpapera in this 
country ... resort to such low I ; w  
tics in order to soil newepa erb :imi 
attempt to win awards. W t e n  will 
repartcrs nnd editors ro:ilize Ih:lc 
this brand of “got you” ,j~:iirnidi.SJ? 
destroys p e o p l ~ ’ ~  liveg. c i ircer~  : 1 1 1 ( 1  

b u s i  nos fie s ? When w ill re p ) 1’ 1 1’ ‘’9 
and editors reslizc that not !+‘r’’ 
fact and quote need8 to bt! ‘ I ’  :’ 
ainistor light?” 

The leeeon from all 01‘ ’ ’ ”.’ 
mentaw: play fair. R P ~ J J I I  ‘ 1 ‘  ’ : ”’< 

The pub f ic certainly understands 

straight- Give bath .~idt*+. ” ‘ ‘ I  “‘r 

tho end, “gotchii” j ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~  ‘ “:’’\’ 
- not for ; ! \ \ ~ : l I ’ l ~ ~ .  ! :: 

~ ~ ~ ’ y ~ .  : , , . ; * t i t B t t  rinpc ef / i t r i r  

000008 
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July 15,1998 

page BI 
"Banana union Lender PRY visit" 

CIncinnali Enquirer 
Page I 

e t Banana union leaders pay visit 
Chiquita doesQ't 
rule out meeting 
I3Y JOHN NOLAN' 
The Associated Press 

Weeks d t e r  a newspaper re- 
nounced critical stories about 
Chiquita. union leaders repre- 
senting employees of the ba- 
nana company's Honduran sub- 
sidiary met with local activists. 

They declined to reveal what 
,they discussed. 

Monday's meeting, in the 
city where Chiquita is based. 
was with a delegation froni SI- 
TRATERCO, the union repre- 
9entin.q workers lor Tela Rail- 
road Co., the Honduran 
subsidiary of Chiquiw Llrands 
International [nc. 

The Hondurans declined to 
talk directly with reporters. 
Community activists said they 
could not comment about why 
the delegation came. 

Chiquita President Steven 
Warshaw said he had not been 
aware of the visit, but would bc 
willing LO mcet if it could be 
arranged. 

Cliiquita is involved in con- 
tract negotiations with the 
uman, but the tal!ts are handled 
in Honduras, 'Mr. Warshaw said. 

In May, The Cincinnati En- 
yuiier published stories ques- 
tioning Chiquita's business 
practices in the Ceiitral Arneri- 
can countries. including Hondu- 
ras, where it obtahs bananas 
[or worldwide export. 

On June 28. the newspaper 
renounced the stories, fired ;I 
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"Envirocure Obtains Long-Delayed Contract For Fernald Waste Disposal ** 
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. .  

ENVIROCARE OBTAINS LONG-DELAYED CONTRACT FOR FERNALD WASTE DISPOSAL 

department's r ernald Environmental Manngernent Project in Ohio. Soon after the decision was announced, 
Waste Control Specialists, which hnd Elcd a lawsuit that had delayed the contract, asked DOE for P 

briefing on the award. 
Under the contract, Envirocare will accept and dispose of soil contaminated with low-level radioactiv- 

ity horn Femald and DOE'S Mound Plant, also in Ohio, and its West Valley site in New York, according to 
Ken Alkema, director of government f i r s  for EnvirocBte, Clive, Utah. Tbe contract is potentially wonh 
about $66 million over 10 ycan. 

an injunction that had bamd DOE from awarding any commercial low-level or mixed-radioactive waste 
disposal contracts, The ruling reversed and dismissed a decision in October by a federal district COW 

judge in Texas granting the injunction sought by WCS, of Houston. WCS and DOE had disagreed on 
whether the agency had the discretion to require WCS to obtain a state permit for a dump in Texu before it 
would allow the company to bid on the f c m d d  conuoct. WCS sued DOE after the dcpmmcnt denied it the 
disposal conmct for the Fernald site. 

On July 6, the Dismct Court granted a motion by WCS to dismiss the case. WCS spokesman John Kyle 
said the company realized "that our claim was premature and _.. that WCS can pursue its due proctss and 
procedural claims against DOE [later] should WCS so choose." 

WCS also had sued Envirocare, alleging libel and antitrust violations. Tha~ suit is still pending. 
Alkema said the first waste shipment from Fernald is expected in April 1999. The total tonnage to be 

shipped from Fernold over the first year i s  roughly between 68,000 and 70,000 tons, a DOE official said. 
For now. Fernald sire olljcials are moving f o n v d  with plans for a $23.5-million waste processing 

facility. The Environmental Protection Agency approved design plans for it last month. Ground breaking, 
officials said, could come as early as the end of this month. 

Once the facility is built, officials can make an assessment about whether the waste materials need to 
be crushed. sqredded or pried. The facility nlso will measure and monitor the radiological levels in the 
waste and determine whether they are acceptable to the waste criteria for disposal. Ultimately. the goal is to 
produce a railcar unloading facility i\s the material is processed. CSX Transponarion railroad runs a branch 
line that feeds into the Femald site. an official said. The facility will be adjacent to the Waste Pits Reme- 
dial Action Project (WRAP)  in the northwest corner of the site. IT Cop. will build and operate the facility. 

For the Fernald project, about.\ million tons of soil contaminated with uranium and thorium and some 
chemical contaminants. such as arsenic and lead. will be disposed of. 

DOE last eek awarded a long-delayed conmct to Envirocare to dispose of low-level waste at the 

. 
The award resulted from o decision by the Fifth Circuit Court of Appals May 14, in which it threw out 
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