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Hazel O’Leary, energy secretary, explains Mound plan with U.S. Rep. Tony Hajl 

OfLeary / says Mound on way 
Officials hope more U.S. funds follow 
By Tim Gaffneb 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

Department of Energy Sec- 
retary Hazel O’Leary gave 
Miamisburg $10 million 
Wednesday to help convert 
the agency’s Mound plant to  
a high-tech industrial mall. 

In the first Visit by a secre- 
tary of energy, O’Leary cut 
the ribbon on the agency’s 
new Ohio field office a t  
Mound, toured a machine 
shop that has been a leading 
candidate for early conver- 
sion and chatted with several 
Mound employees who are 
trying t o  start up small com- 
panies at the plant. 

She also gave signals that 
Mound is heading where she 
w a n t s  t h e  E n e r g y  
Department’s other nuclear 
weapons plants to go. 

“I have a very strong sense 
that you’ve caught the Vision 
of change,” she told a packed 
auditorium. In a press confer- 
ence, she said Mound is “out 
front” in efforts / t o  change 
from its Cold War role of pro- 
ducing nuclear weapons com- 
ponents to cleaning up its 
property and finding new 
missions. 

Still, some Mound employ- 
ees who fought the Energy 
Department’s decision to  
phase out the plant’s weap- 
ons work are skeptical of the 
agency’s commitment t o  
commercialization. 

“The words are good but 

the implementation is poor,” 
one employee said as O’Leary 
cut the ribbon on the field office. 

The fiela office itself. is an 
example of how Energy Depart- 
ment actions have produced 
mixed results. 

Mound used to  repoh to  the 
Energy Department’s Albuquer- 
que field office in New Mexico. 
Now it reports to the Ohio field 
office on site. Local officials 
believe having an arm of the 
agency on site will make it much 
more responsive t o  local 
concerns. 

But the Energy Department 
funded the office by carving $4 
million from the budgets of 
Mound and two other sites it 
supervises. “That is something 
I’m not happy about,” Miamis- 
burg Mayor Dick Church said. 
“Hopefully they’ll find other 
ways of funding the field office ” 

But nobody complained about 
the $10 million check O’Leary 
brought to town. 

Indeed, officials said it’s just 
one step in a major redevelop- 
ment program for Mound. 

It follows $4 million the 
agency gave the city earlier this 
year, and city officials expect 
another $18 million to  follow if 
the agency fully funds a three- 
year, $28 million plan the city 
proposed this month. That plan 
is part of a five-year effort the 
ci ty  envisions b u t  hasn’t  
detailed. 

Michael J. Grauwelman, the 
city’s Mound transition manag- 
er, said the check demonstrates’ 

H Redevelopment programs: 
Mound Reuse Committee: 
$95,527 
Infrastructure Integration: 
$183,540 

Business development pro- 
grams: 
Community Improvement Corp.: 
$274,625 
User Center* and Transition 
Work: $115,010 
Business Incubator: $504,519 
Mirketing: $318,570 
Technology Transition: 
$1,351,092 \ 

Business assistance pro- 
grams: 
Financial Assistance: 
$2,059,316 
Facility Improvements: 
$3,059,000 
Capital Asset: $2,038,801 

*User Center: Will allow busi- 
nesses limited use of Mound 
facilities without signing a 
lease 

Source: City of Miamisburg 

the Energy Department’s com- 
mitment to Mound’s conver- 
sion and should improve the 
chances of getting additional 
funds from other federal agen- 
cies and Ohio. 
U.S. Sen. John Glenn, D-Ohio, 

who accompanied .O’Leary 
with U.S. Rep. Tony.Hall, D- 
Dayton, and other elected offi- 
cials, said the agency has 
‘funded $45 million in cleanup. 
work at  Mound this year. 
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Miamisbkg:will roll out the red 

.carpet Wednesday for Secretary 
of Energy Hazel O ' L e e ,  hoping 
her visit. to' the, agency's Mound 
Plant will :spur .economic devel- 
,opment, efforts; 

With the .:  high^ school band 
:playing:.md a'contingent of feder- 
.'al;%tate:'Cind loc'al officials looking 
on, O'Leary is to cut the ribbon 

a new ; Energy Department 
office," present a check to 
pay 'for' commercialization 

.efforts at the plant and inspect 
exhibits o f .  several potential 
Mound businesses. 

But officials say she will not be 
able t o  %ounce the first Mound 
business Ilssart-up, something 
they ' have.-.been hoping,  for 
months ,she would do. After .more 
than .a; year .of .efforts; no .corn- 

' pany. is ieady.to start turning the 
former '.j:nucleai " weapons phn t  

. .  into.b;@d.uStrialpark. .. ' 

:. ..One :of. the; facilities O'Leary is 
to be s h o h i s  Mound's high-tech 
machine' shop: I t .  was the,.first 

: enterprise.'that 3ocal. officials-tar- 
geted :for_+immercialization. 
Sh3p;employees have created a 
company, .Mound Manufacturing 

c.'; in hopes of taking it 

. ."We're excite& to see her. She's 
the bigishot that department," ' 
Al: Hodapp, machine. .shop .man- 
ager and .Mound Manufacturing 
president, : s,aid Monday. ''But 
we're a little; disappointed we're 

ot farther along. We'd like to 
w her a business in progress." 

f that isn't -possible, officials 
hope .at.least to impress O'Leary 

,& 

. .  ... . : ' : , . . . .  . . .. 

gP 
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plan,' Miahisburg Mayo 
Church, said it appears 
well-received. . ; , > - * - c  

.' An agenda for O'Leary's visit;*$ 
calls for her to present a check..!.o; ; 
Church. Church said he doeq;tS 
know how big it will be, but ;he 
said.he.expects it to fund the qst,!. 
yearof the plan. -- 

. : ' .,The plan would expand on 
' ' tial conversion efforts the agency. _ .  
'has funded with $4 W o n .  
:. The funding and the.openhg;&- 
a field' office haven't erased the:: 
skepticism o f .  some M0u.ndi.i 
employees who.' believe th3;:: 
agency 'simply wants to  shu&j 
down Mound 'as quickly ..qji 
possible.' : 

.IAL this was appeasement';, i~ 
.quiet I opposition as the Ener&:'j 
Department shut down Mour$S;: 
'defepse' work, one employee c o x u ~ ~ ~  
p1ained:Employees "are Still out : 

there'.looking for jobs and the- 
t e ch no1 o:g y ' s c on t i nu in g t.0~' 

Mound. -developed, produc@ 
and'tested nuclear weapons.com-- 
ponents, but its defense worljt 
was phased out at the end oft&? 
federal "fiscal year Sept. 30:*' 
Employment there has dropped 
by .nearly 1,000 from its pe"ki-9f: 

... 

- .' .: 

. .  

erode.".. . ::- ?i;1IC; 

2,398 in 1985. . -.. 
. .  
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I would be the fk spacecraft to feel the full brunt of any new Radioisotope Thermoelectric Generator poky.  The Ener- 
*gv Department had planned to spend around $10 Inillion to develop the plutonium-powered tmit. 



Gs Face Funding Meltdown 
By LEONARD DAVID 
Special to Space News 

I Gs) after 1996. 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Energy Department 
decided to stop funding work on plutonium 
ered Radioisotope Thermoelectric Generators 

The decision has added to the concern among 
scientists and engineers at NASA and the Energy 
and Defense Departments that budget and political 
concerns may end America’s space nuclear power 
programs, making it more difficult to conduct mis- 
sions to the outer planets such as the planned Pluto 
Fast Flyby. 

The Energy Department and its network of facili- 
ties and contractors design, build, fuel and test ev- 
ery RTG earmarked for NASA and Defense Depart- 
ment spacecraft. 
“As far as I’m concerned, we’re really in a crisis 

right now, or in the near future,” Alan Newhouse, 
director of the Energy Department’s ofice of space 
and defense power systems, told Space News. “It’s 
not pleasant to look ahead and see what looks like a 
wall. We like to see a highway with a path.. . a 
route to follow. . . work to do and missions to sup- 
port. But it’s not clear that’s there,” he said. 

Newhouse said as a result of Energy Department 
i996 budget decisions, as presented to the Office 
of Management and Budget, the agency has cut the 
entire nuclear space reactor program and all sup- 
port to NASA far RTG development after the Cas- 
sini mission to Saturn. It is scheduled for launch in 
1997. A letter to NASA from the Energy Depart- 
ment advising !he space agency of the cutbacks 

lznergkes RTGS 

was.sent Oct. 14, Newhouse said. 
“What that means is that if we are going to have 

RTGs, NASA is going to have to pay,“ Newhouse 
said. 

In the past, NASA has paid for the RTGs actually 
flown in space, but not for development of new 
RTG units, nor the Energy D e p e e n t ’ s  infrastruc- 
ture to supply the generators, Newhouse said. ’ 
“They [NASA] are quite distressed about it,” he 
said. 

RTGs: which convert heat from decaying plutoni- 
um into electricity, are considered essential for 
missions to the most distant planets in the solar 
system where solar panels are not able to produce 
enough power. W e  scientists designing future 
missions such as the Pluto.Fast Flyby would like to 
use RTGs, the only RTG production currently ap- 
proved is for the Cassini mission. According to a 
Clinton administration source, the Office of Science 
and Technology Policy had hoped to have a space 
nuclear policy completed this fall. “Quite frankly, it 
is not a very high priority,” the source said. Policy 
deliberations are ongoing and administration offi- 
.cials hope to complete thein by January, the 
source said. 

The view that a crisis exists or is in the making 
regarding RTGs is not shared by NASA‘s AI Diaz, 
deputy associate administrator for space science. 

“I don’t have any current concerns,” Diaz said.‘ 
“There’s a dialogue going on [between N.GA and : 
the Energy Department] and both sides are taking i 
about their own strategc view of thek future. It’s 1 

See NLICLEW, Page 20 i 
...... I 

NUCLBIR, From Page 1 
early in that process. I really 
think it premature to even try 
to characterize where we are,” 
the NASA official said. 

Helping to fuel the space 
nuclear power program dilem- 
ma is  the post-Cold War 

The Clinton administra- 
tion has embraced the 
end of U. S. - Russian 

tensions by closing, re- 
ducing or rescoping the 
Energy Department’s 
nuclear labor force. 

downsizing of the entire U.S. 
nuclear weapons industry. The 
Clinton administration has 
embraced the end of U.S.-Rus- 
sian tensions by closing, re- 

ing or rescoping activities 
he nuclear labor force un- df er the Energy Department’s 

purview. Several of these 
same facilities, such as Los 
Alamos Laboratory in N.M., 
Savannah River Site in Aiken; 
S.C., and government-owned 

and contractor-operated 
EG&G Mound AppliFd Tech- 
nologies in Mianusburg, Ohio, 
are also critical to space nu- 
clear power efforts, includmg 
RTG development. 

It is not clear whether the 
cutbacks will affect the pro- 
duction of RTGs that need to 
be ready in time for the Cas- 
sini launch. 

Newhouse said that the En- 
ergy Department “is planning 
and still hoping to make the 
[Cassini] schedule. 

“It’s not a free ride. We’re 
confident that we will deliver 
the RTGs to Kennedy [Space 
Center] six months before the 
flight in October 1997. We’re 
confident we can do it, but it’s 
not going to be easy,” Ne- 
whouse said. “We have prob- 
lems keeping all our. facilities 
going that are doing the 
work.” 

The fmt spacecraft to feel 
the full brunt of any new RTG 
policy would be NASA’s Pluto 
Fast Flyby, Newhouse said. 
The Energy Department had 

been planning to spend in the 
range of $10 million to begin 
development of an RTG unit 
for the Pluto sojourn. “We are 
not going to be able to do that 
now,” Newhouse said. 

Robert Staehle, manager of 
the Pluto Fast Flyby prepro- 
ject at NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory i n  Pasadena, 
Calif., said the Energy De- 
partment has been extremely 
cooperative in helping to pre- 
pare for the proposed Pluto 
mission. 
Staehle said the Pluto Fast 

Flyby should not be viewed as 
a last American mission to use 
nuclear power sources. 

“If we are going to the real 
outer solar system, beyond , 
Pluto, and then bridge that 
gulf to the stars, we are going 
to do that with nuclear ener- , 
gy,” Staehle said. 

“If the Energy Department 
budget. . . decision is not ei- 
ther overturned or NASA told 
to do the funding, and provid- 
ed the money to do it. .  . we 
will be out of the business of 
providing RTGs after Cas- 
sini,” Newhouse said. 

In a June 27 letter to Terry 
Lash, director of the Enera 
Department’s Office of Nucle- 
ar Energy, Col. Richard Davls. 
commander of the Air Force’s 
Phillips Laboratory, Kirtland 
Air Force Base, N.M., urged 
continued support for space 
nucelar research. 

Davis said the Air Force and 
Energy Department need to 
maintain work on space reac- 
tor power and propulsion con- 
cepts that could decrease the 
cost of Air Force launches and 
e n h a n c e  s p a c e c r a f t  
maneuverability. 
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transition. I 
S i g m a ,  ,Electromagnetic 1 

Shielding Technologies Inc., the ’ 
first company to announce plans ; 
to locate at the Mound plant, has ! 

i announced that it has delayed its I 

coming to the Mound for at least , 

six months. I 

, S i g m a  Tech announced in i 
January that it  plans to develop 
and manufacture 1 i g h t w e i g h t 
plastic shielding materials at the : 
Mound, employing about 15 { 
people initially with projected 
growth to 180 employees by . 
1997. 

I 

Mi am is b u rg ’ s Mound 
- 

. .  
1 Transition office had hoped too 

see Sigma Tech sign a lease f o r , ,  
a Mound building by the end of 
September , .  but now the ; ’ 

Nebraska-based company plans ’ 

to test produce materials in  ; 
South Carolina, where a compa- 
ny,engineer lives, before open- j 
irig u p  shop at t he .Mound ,  
according to David Gonsior, 1 
business development manager I 

I 

i 

for the transition office. I 
r ! 

“They’re saying they’re look- j 
ing forward to coming to the , 

Mound,” he said. 

c 
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The first.company to  aX'u iO@y-  

plans ' to  locate a t  the Mo,-gp3 
plant has pushed back its.sche_d- 
ule by. a t  least- .six m o n m ,  
Miamisburg's Mound t r d v o n  
office said Thursday,. 'c '  

ing Technologies Inc., also kngaqp 
as Sigma' Tech, anno.unce@i,h 
January its plan to develop 4g# 
manufacture lightweight p l w .  
shielding materials a t  .*he 
'Department 'of Energy p1.m. 
Sigma Tech president Victol;$. 
Rivas said the company ' in i t e  
would employ about 15 peopl&w. 
it developed products but wW. 
. .Miamisburg's Mound, trapsi-. 
tion"office; which .is:. 'leadhg. ' 

efforts to commercialize the 3@- , 
.acre plant, had hoped to :.&?. 
Sigma Tech sign a lease fq?,W 
Mound building by the end;-$of: 
September. . .  . .  ;?,I& ... 

But now tlie Nebraska-bas& 
firm .plans to test-produce SI&@.: 
batches ". of ..materials in Sopth 
Carolina, where a company e a- 
neer lives, before setting up: P op..  
at Mound, said David S. GonSior, 
business development manag& 
for the transition office. .. 

"They're saying they're $kIl 
looking forward to comin&''& 

. "We're counting on their &. 

Rivas could not be reache.$fbr: 
comment Thursday. 

By rimothy R. Gaffney 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS ..; 7 

Sigma Electromagnetic Shi!$- , . 

. 
grow to about 180 by 1997.. . .  j-a . . .  

. . .  

d:) 

Mound," Gonsior said. ''1 ::.I. 

h g  back." Ll-.!b 
7.  f 

t*>ii . -  
I*..,. . .  . . .  
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EG&G gives check #or center 
Warren Sherard,  Deputy Dr. James Williams, Mathematics Resource Center. 

Manager of the DOE Superintendent of Dayton Public This check brings the total 
Miamisburg Area Office. and Schools recently. contribution of DOE and EG&G 
Jack Clark,  President and to $53,000 to make possible the 
General Manager of EG&G pre- The funds will go toward the establishment of the Resource 
sented a check for $25,000 to district’s new Science and Center. 

. to benefit 
the Miamisburg 

Youth Center 
ART 
AU N 

1860 Belvo Road 
Miamisburg, Ohio 

October 15, 1994 
DA TE: Saturday, 

PREVIEW: 6:30 p.m. 

AUCTION: 7:30 p.m. 

ADMISSION. $7.50/person 
$14.OO/coupIe 

c r 
\ 

c 
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p - -  -not followed at Mound: 
. .  

. - .  
. by STEVE’SANDLIN . . 

Assistant Editor .; i 

A breakdown in procedures means that workers .: 
who worked on tw0:’decohamination .projects at 
the Mound plant in:-Miamisburg ]may- have to be- . 
retested .for.radioactive contamination. . ’ . . 

The Department of Energy discovered on -Sept:;’ 
30,that it had ‘not.fo1lowed its own’procedures .in i 
analyzing worker urine samples at the Mound. The : 
breakdown was observed in two decontamination 
and declassification projects - one that took I 

place in Building R in 1991 and another that took ’ 

place in the’ HHWD Waste Transfer Line in 1993 : 
- involving the c1eanup;of radioactively .contami:, . 
nated soi1s;’according. to EG&G .spokesman Mark ’ 

Becker. “ 
Becker said that urine samples taken following 
ese two projects were not sent Li-outside labs for ‘ 

e h e c k i n g  as required by the DOE’S non-routine 
controls of the. bioassay program. Bioassay is an 
integral part of an effective radiation’program. 

uals. involved in ‘the work were either ‘exposed or 
contaminated, said Becker. . :. . . 

‘‘We set up a lot of field’monitoring for such pro- 
.. jects and personal protection equipment. that pro- 
vides control of the work activity,?’ he said. “But ’ 

the bioassay, although important, does not provide 
radiation control. It is a verification of the effec- 
tiveness of the radiation control used.” 

.’ 

’ ’ 
However, there is a low probability that individ- , 

not promptly sent off-site for analysis, said 
Becker. 

SAMPLES FROM the 1991 cleanup’ involved 
about 30 workers and weren’t sent off for. :‘over 
two years,” he said. When some of those samples 
were sent for analysis, the resulting data “did not 
appear to be reliable. for bioassay purposes,” said. 
Becker. . 

“We’re trying to recover what we can of those 
samples so we can send them. to another lab, but if 
we can’t we may have to ask those workers to be 
retested,” he said. . 

The 1993 cleanup ‘involved 90. workers and’those 
samples are expected to be sent to a lab soon with 
results expected by the end of‘the:year, said 
Becker. , .. . I 

“That represents 120 samples out of the appro*: 
mately 12,000 we take a year so the number isn’t 
significant,” he said. “But it is a significant issue 
to us becau.se the procedures didn’t work.” 

Becker said that every effort is being made to 
contact the 120’workers involved in these projects 
to notify them of the breakdown .in procedures 
Work on activities involving these same radionu- 

-clides has been halted until a thorough review of 
procedures is completed and corrective- measures 
implemented, he said. 

- -- . .. 

The worker samples.were to have been sent to 
outside labs as Mound doesn’t have the capability 

.. to analyze for such radionuclides as Actinium 227, 
: .- but the samples involving these.,radio&clid& I 

were ‘allowed to accumulate at Mound ’and were ’ 

“‘We are setting up a internal investigation team 
of EG&G Mound.employees’ to review the 

.‘process, see what, went wrong and fix it,” said 
Becker. “And we’ve. set up  a 24-hour..employee 
hotline for those who may have been involved and . . . .  . 

. .  
. .  have questions.” .. . 

. .  . .  . .  . .  

The numberof that hotline is 865-5252., 
.. 
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'iMound plays catch-up om tests: --.- _. 
. .  . .  , . _  . . .  

. .  
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i - Urine samples . .  were-stored . .  . for-years . .  -'.... ,. 

I .  . .  . ~ .  . . 
~ .. . . .  . .  . . 

By Timothy R. Gaffney . ,; j .I . . , . nated Bith radioactivity. . 
. 

DAMONDAILYNEWS . ; ' : - .': . .  , .: .. . . . .The samples should have been 
. .. . sent off-site' for analysis immedi- 

The Mound Plant is r e v i e ~ g  ' ately' after being collected, Sahd 
how it checks workers. for Adia- . said. When the samples 'were dis- 
tion exposure after ': some ' urine covered, the 1991 batch was sent 
samples were allowed to Sit for sev- . out, but the resulting data ap- 
eral years arid theqwere ,riot ade- peared unreliable, he said. - 
quately tested, ix: Department' of EG&G spokesman Mark Beck& Energy spokesman said Tuesday said the Company is Collecting ma- . Becker said the Energy Depart- 

The problem is Unlikely to have tends involved 111 andymg -the. ment on Friday ordered EG&G to 
put any Mound-workers' Safety at 1991 samples to see whether accu- stop work in areas where off-site 
risk, but. could result @ a .Penalty rate data can still be collected. The analysis is required until Mound, 
.against ,plant. operator,, . EG&G 1993: batch was held, he said. A h a  completed a review of its' 
Mound Applied Technologies InC.,' separate contract is being drawn ty-control procedures. 
said Gregory Sahd, spokesman for up to have samples analyzed. Urine isjust one of sever$. 
the Energy : Depart 'S. . .  Ohio The samples were t@en from of samples, ,collected to:.ensuie' 
Fieldoffice. ! .: . . .  ' ' . ~ .' . . WOrkerS who Were CleaIWlg Up SOfl workers haven't been con$&inati. 
This year Mound e ees dis- ' COdXiiIibg actiniuin, a radioactive' ed by ridioactive mate&s,~sahd~ 

covered that 30 u m e  S.&PleS COl- substance Mound used 111 .the . and Becket &&Samples 
1ected.h 1991 and 90 collected in 1950s; Sahd said. He said Mound collected,qom the gir, from .work; 
1993 had been leff.to Sit in a Stor- has' the simples analyzed by. an erst nost+ . . . -  from clothing.. . I :. 

.,. longer uses actinium and lacks the 

. .  

. 

. .  _ .  age building. The samples Were outside laboratory because it no . . . . . .  . 

. .  ' .  . .  SEE MOUND/SB . . .  . 

. .  
. .  . - method to test for it. . . .' . .  

.! . 

ciudes a clause t h a t  awards 
EG&G Mound an extra fee for 

, . . . . , . . ! . - .  ' 

! 
1: I ' :Analysis. . d .  of th'e other samples 'good peiformance..'"We're'.~~ the 

iilshows;'alow probability that indii. grading period right ,now.-:.. ." I'm' 
i ! $d.uak @olved in the work were . sure it will have, an impi3cv: on the 
. !-either e ~ o s e d  or. cont&ated:"' derforinance award fee, Sahd said. 

f ;  CONTINUED.FROM/IB 

- L I  i .  . - .  , , ; ::.: .:. ~. - . 
; according: to;: p ,, Energy Depart- ;:' '; .&,h .&a. ' &d&'t.' $Ay 
I ment statement. ' . . how;:much such a penalty might ::I. But.Becker'said urine tests. or. --..c . . . . .  
! bio;asays, aik important because 

i .  : tliey.validate.the other data  
i . :!'Bioassay is the best way to see 
:if there's anything taken into the 

i . i  body," he said. 
'.: EG&G ,Mound operates - the  
iplant under an Energy Depai-t- 
!merit. contract. The contract. in! 

. . ,  
' .  .. . . 

. .  ... . 
cuac.: 

Me*anwhile;'Mou& is trying to, 
not@the 120 workers involved in 
the two projects to notify them of 
the breakdown in procedures. 
Workers. who have questions 
about tfie problem may=call a spe-- 
cial hot line at 847-5252. 1 

.. - ' ,  
. .. 

. I. . .  .. . . . 



Meeting Notice 
CERCLA QUARTERLY 
PUBLIC MEETING 

(Must show proof of U.S. Citizenship to  attend) 

Environmental 
Restoration 
Program 

WHEN: Thursday, September 22, 1994 
7:OO p. rn 

WHERE: EG&G Mound Cafeteria 
Building OS-East 
Miamisburg, Ohio 45343 

SUBJECT: Soil Sampling Update 
Operable Unit Update 

For more information. contact: 
EG&G Mound Community Relations at (513) 865-4140. 

EGcG MOUND APPLIED TECHNOLOGIES e.$ 
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Red tape 
causes 

\ 

snugs for 
by STEVE SANDLIN 

Assistant Editor 
Miamisburg has taken the first 

step to the building of a new 
swimming pool. 

The Miamisburg City Council 
passed an ordinance at their Oct. 
18 meeting, approving the pur- 
chase of 41.72 acres of land at 
the intersection of Heincke and 
Maue to be used as the site of a 
new swimming pool. 

The purchase will cost the city 
$634,132.27 and the funds will 
come from the city’s contin- 
gency fund. 

“This is a very important 
strategic purchase for the city,” 

id City Manager  John Q eithofer., 
The purchase of the land gives 

t h e  city an area for a new $4 
million swimming pool project 
that is to be funded by the U.S. 
Department of Energy. The 
DOE will be using the area of 

(Continued from Page 1) 
“This is a very exciting project 

f o r  the community,” said 
Weithofer. “It will serve our 
parks and rec needs now and in 
the future. 

“The park will be centrally 
located and expansion will be 
possible in the future,’’ he said. 

Weithofer said that the city’s 
new parks and recreation direc- 
tor, Becky Benna, would be a 
key player in the  pool project 
because of her past experience 

e n  helping cities build new 
pools. . .  

“We’re going to want a lot of 
public input,” said Benna. “This 
project will reflect..what the 
community wants.” 

1 

1 

1 

the t h e  city’s Municipal 
Swimming Pool as a staging 
area for environmental cleanup 
work in Community Park and 
the pool will be unavailable for 
use. 

The area of the acreage will 
allow the new park area to con- 
nect up with the city’s present 
Sycamore Trails Park and allow 
a new entrance to that park area 
to replace the current entrance 
thatbits close to the intersection 
of Heincke and Ohio 725. 

Weithofer said that the DOE 
has already made a payment of 
$1 million to t h e  city for t h e  
swimming pool project, but that 
that money was not used to fund 
the purchase of the land. 

“IT’S THE DOE’S policy that 
they don’t buy land,” he said. 
‘But they are in essence buying 
us a new swimming pool. 

(Continued on Page 11) 
. __ 

The city council was in full ‘ 
support of the purchase of the 
land. 

“We are in effect exchanging 
$630,000 for a $4 million swim- 
ming pool,” said Council mem- 
ber Paul Gutshall. “This is the 
type of thing the contingency 
fund is for and we need to have 
the money available for these 
types of opportunities. 

“There’s no question of t h e  
need for a new swimming pool 
in this community,” he said. 

The new pool should be under 
construction by 1996, according 
to Weithofer. 

“The goal is just  one more 
year at Community Park,” he I 

said. 

Mound 
by STEVE SANDLIN 

Assistant Editor 
The commercialization of the 

Mound facility has been hitting 
a few snags in. recent weeks as 
the city tries to interest busi- 
nesses in locating there., 

Mike Grauwelman, the city’s 
Mound transition manager, gave 
the Miamisburg City Council an 
update on the progress of the 
city’s commercialization efforts 
at the Oct. 18 council meeting. 

Two things have been slowing 
the progress of getting business- 
es located at the Mound - the 
equipment issue and the .EPA 
release of the, .buildings at .the 
Mound. 

“We’re havino a significant P amount of growing pains,” said 
Grauwelman. 

He said that businesses are 
reluctant to commit to moving 
operations into t h e ,  Mound 
because the  city and-the: U;S; 
Department of Energy.,,? 
t$’tt!igg but  ‘s9.fi.i 1 e . q ~  
issues. The DOE is -.cohtending 
that some of the equipment at 
t h e::MO un d : s h o u 1 d be, t r an s - 
fezedjfor use at 0ther.D 
and-the ,. . . .  city .is’-trying;-t 
the.equiprnent remains here:. : . 

“Until we get the machinery 
issu’e settled, companies are 
going to be reluctant to.: commit .. 
to us,’,;said Grauwelmak‘.‘They 
don’t. want the D0E.t.o- pull  
some equipment out from under 4 

them.” ’ . . i  

Grauwelman .said h e ,  has 
hopes that the equipment issue j 
will finally be settled-by this I 
week. . 

’ 

. .  I 
. .  1 

. .  
- (Continued on’Page 11) 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

The U.S. EPA is throwing a I 

1 f ew more, snags into the 
process. Before a building can‘ e 

be leased to businesses by the 
city, the EPA must check it out 
and release the buildings. 

- 

“THIS PREAPPROVAL by 
the EPA is required before ten- 
ants  can move in,” said 
Grauwelman. 

He said that the city has sub- 
mitted 20 buildings at the site to 
the -. EPA __- for approval and the 
agency is required tocomplete ’ 

their checks within 60 days, but 1 

two of the buildings have been 
awaiting approval for more than 
90 days. 

“This is a very complicated 
thing,” said Grauwelman. 
“There are so many people that oi ave to sign off on the buildings 
that it is taking more time than 
they anticipated. 

“Once the U.S. EPA becomes 
more comfortable  with the 
process, it should move a lot 
more quickly,” he said. “We 
should have an  inventory of 
buildings available by the end of 
the year.” 

The waiting game the city has 
had to play may have cost the 
complex one business. 

Sigma Tech, one of the first 
businesses to announce they 
would come to the Mound, has ’ 

I at least delayed those plans for; 

I six months and are working on’ 
their  prototypes at a si te in;  
North Carolina. 

“We hope they will return in 
six months,” said Grauwelman. 

Mayor Dick Church Jr. said 
hat despite these growing pains,’ a he city is committed and opti- 

mistic about the future of the 

Mound. He hopes that today’s’ .:. . technology based economic 
.visit by .-Energy,.Secretar.y Hazel development and she.has to be a 
O ’ l e a r y  will help spur  the ,  force to get this thing moving.” 
process on. The city’s.efforts on behalf of 

“We’re the only facility left the Mound will continue, said 
that is working on community; Church. 
based economic development,” I “We’re making history here,” 
he said. “The Secretary has the he said. “And we’re very proud 
opportunity to be a leader in this of the job,that we’re doing.” 

.. . - . . .  . . . 
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building but i t  will go a long ty and personal tangibles taxes 

(Continued from Page 1) 
The money is an unexpected 

but pleasant surprise for the 
school system, said John 
Maletta, board of education 
president. 

“It’s always nice to welcome a 
new revenue source,’’ he said. 

@It might not build a new school 

way to buying books and sup- 
pi ies .” 

tiations with the DOE is a spe- 
cial burden study to determine 
the amount of money lost to area 
agencies as the result of the 
plant‘s tax-exempt status, Quill 
said. 

“We‘re trying to determine 
what the area could have 
evolved into,” the county trea- 
surer said. ‘The 300-plus acre 
site could have developed into 
housing, business or industrial 
sites which would have supplied 
nearly SO years worth of proper- 

Also part of the ongoing nego- 

for theschool system, he added. 
The special burden study has 

been commissioned by the city 
of Miamisburg, the county and 
the Miami Valley Rapid Transit 
Authority and results are expect- 
ed to be submitted to DOE by 
year’s end. 
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Moundactivist. j 

critical of DOE 
MTAMISBURG (AP) - A local 

activist is skeptical about whether 
the US. Department of Energy 
will finish an environmental 
cleanup and commercialization of 
the Mound nuclear weapons plant. 

Dan Grove, president of the 
Mound Citizens Action Group, 
said Wednesday that he hopes 
-Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary 
will be able to implement her 
plans but that she has trouble 

“Those bureaucracies are so 
big that the secretary has trou- 
ble getting her arms around her 
own department,” he said. 

Although the Mound plant is 
one of the Energy Department’s 
least contaminated sites, it 
should not be neglected, he said. 

“It ought to be cleaned up even 
faster so it can be made avail- 
able to the private sector that 

Earlier Wednesday, Ms. 
O’Leary toured the plant and 
presented city officials with a 
$10 million grant to  help convert 
Mound to commercial use. 

‘ controlling her agency. 

much quicker,” Grove said. 
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Restoration : 
Program 

Public Comment Period 
NOTICE 

Beginning November 15,1994, and conttnuing through 
December 30. 1994. the Department of Energy is accepting 
publlc comment on the Proposed Plan for Operable Unit 1 
a t  the Mound Plant in Miamfsburg. Ohio. This Proposed Plan summarizes 
for the public the preferred cleanup strategy. the rationale for that prcfer- 

sencc. reviews the alternatives presented in the Remedial Investigation Re- 
port and Feastbtlity Study @I/&), and presents any waivers to & a n u p  

standards which may be proposed for this Operable Unit A public hearing on this Proposed Plan is 
scheduled for 7:OO p.m.. December 8, 1994. at the Miamisburg Civic Center, Council Chambers. 10 
N. First Street, Miamisburg. OH 45342. Operable Unit 1. Area 6, of the Mound Plant In Miamisburg. 
occupies approximately 4 acres in the southwestern portion of the Plant. fuea B tncludes a historic 
landfill site, which was used by Mound from 1948 to 1977. There are known releases of volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs) from Operable Unit 1 into the adjacent Buried Valley aquiler. In addi- 
tion. tritium has been detected in water samples taken from wells in Arca B. although the concen- 
tration is below the safe drinking water guidelines. 

. 

In this Proposed Plan, DOE is recommending Collection. Treatment and Disposal of Groundwater a s  
the p r e f e d  remedial action. After consideratfon of all comments received. a final Record of Deci- 
sion will be issued formalizing the remtdiation decision. 

The Proposed Plan has been reviewed by regulatory agencies and on-site rcrnediation is expected to 

n e  public is invited to reviewfhe Plan entitled "Operable Uni t  1 Proposed Plan-. at the DOE 
CERCLA Public Reading Room; Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 E. Central Ave ... Miamisburg. 
Ohio. 

begin in mid-1996. 

_. 

All comments Fgarding the Proposed Plan should be directed to: 
Jolene Walker n EG&G community RehCions .. un P.O. Box 3000. OSE-245 
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Public Comment Period 
NOTICE 

, Ekglnning November 15.1994. and continuing through' 
December 30. 1994. the Department of Energy is ampt ing  
public comment on the Proposed Plan for Operable Unit 1 
at the Mound Plant in Miamlsburg. Ohio. ?his proposed Plan summarizes 
for the public the preferred cleanup strategy, the rationale for that prefer- 
ence. revlews the alternahves presented in the Remedial Investlgation Re- 
port and Feasibility Study (RI/FS). and presents any waivers to cleanup 

standards which may be proposed for this Operable U n i t  A public hearing on this Proposed Plan is 
scheduled for 7:OO p.m.. December 8. 1994. at the Miamisburg Civic Center, Council Chambers. 10 
N. FIrst Strect. Mlamisburg. OH 45342. Operable Unit 1. Area B. of the Mound Plant-in Miamisburg. 
occupies approximately 4 acres in the southwestern portIon of the Plant Area B includes a historic 
landfill site. which was used by Mound from 1948 to 1977. There are known releases of volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs) h m  Operable Unit 1 into the adjacent Buried Valley aquifer. In addl- 
tlon. tritium has been detected In water samples taken from wells in Area B. although the concen- 
tration is below the safe drinldng water gufdelincs. 

Environmental 
Restoration 
Program 

In this Proposed Plan. DOE is recommending Collectfon. Treatment and Disposal of Groundwater as 
the preferred remedial action. After consideration of all comments received. a final Record of Deci- 
sion will be issued formalizing the remediation decision. 

The Proposed Plan has been rcvlewed by regulatory agencies and on-site remediation is expected to 

?he public is invited to review the Plan entitled "Operable Urut.1 Proposed Plan'. at the DOE 
CERCLA Public Reading Room, Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 E. Central Ave.. Miamisburg. 
Ohio. 

in mld-1996. 

All comments regarding the Proposcd Plan should be directed to: 
Jolene Walker 
EG&G Community Relations 

FGgG MOUND P.0. &rr 3000. O S E - X ~  
MhLsburg. OH 45343-3000 
1513) 865-4140 

6.$ 
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. .  Secretary “ ,:n B’Leary brings 
anearly ._ -i z ; ;Christmas -LA-. .- . gift to Mound .- . 

.* 
by STEVE SANDLIN Dick Church Jr. “We want to 

Assistant ’Editor . ’ show you how far we have come 
U.S. Department of Energy and how far we need to go. 

Secretary Hazel O’Leary visited _- “Businesses are operating here 
the Mound plant last Wednesday 
to officially open the Ohio Field 
Ofice for DOE. 

She‘also brought with her a 
$10 million check - seed money 
for  the Mound Partnership’s 
efforts to commercialize the 
Mound facility. 

O’Leary also took a tour of 
some of the facilities at the 
Mound, spoke with local offi- 
cials and got a chance to see 
some commercialization efforts , 
first hand. 

‘This is a high level show and 
t e 1 1, ” s aid Mi am i s b u r g May o r 

today,” he said. “And with the 
support of the DOE, more will 
come.” 

Also speaking were U.S. 
Representative Tony Hall and 
U.S. Senator John Glenn. 

“The Mound team seems to be 
overcoming the challenge of 
joining bureaycrats and busi- 
nessmen to turn this technology 
over for private use,” said Hall. 
“Dick Church is a visionary, a 
tremendous guiding light for this 
effort.” 

Glenn said that of all the 
defense plants undergoins con- 

- -  c- . 
version from defense purposes 
to private purposes, Mound “has 
the best chance of success 
because they have the right tools 
to get the job done. 

“The DOE is facing the tough- 
est job they’ve had since the 
department was created in scal- 
ing back the nuclear weapons 
complex,” he said. “And never 
before has the DOE been so 
willing to listen as they have 
during this city’s efforts to com-. 
mercialize the Mound.” 

O’Leary praised the efforts of 
the Mound transition team. 

“THERE IS a good team here 

, (Continued on Page 3) 

U.S. SENATOR John Glenn, Mayor Dick Church, Energy Department Secretary Hazel 
O’Leary and U.S. Rep Tony Hall at Thursday’s press conference. PHOTO BY STEVE SANDLIN 



1 -- 0 Leary eo. 

(Continued from Page 1) 

in support of the Mound,” she 
said. “I don’t think it’s going to 
be long before we see a lot of 
good things happening here at 
the Mound. 

“We are so pleased with this 
partnership,” she said. 

O’Leary said s h e  supported 
Glenn’s efforts to have the Ohio 
Field Office for the DOE located 
at the Mound because “if we are 
going to deliver, we have to be 
on site.” 

O’Leary unveiled a huge check 
for $10 million for the  city’s 
efforts at commercialization, 
stating that the check was “seed 
money” for the efforts. 

Church said “a lot  of the 
money will go to development 
programs, such as technology 
transition to help keep key peo- 
ple here at the Mound and some 
will go into facility improve- 
ments. 

“For example, there is just one 
electric meter at the Mound,” he 
said. “We need also to make city 
water and sewer available.” 

Church released details on how 

the money would be spent as 
follows: 

Mound Redevelopment 
Programs - $95,527 to the 
Mound Reuse Committee and 
$183,540 for infrastructure inte- 
gration. 

Business Development 
Programs - $274,625 to the 
Mound Community 
Improvement Corporation; 
$115,010 for User Center and 
transition work; $504,5 19 for 
the Business Incubator; 
$3  18,570 for marketing and 
$1,351 1,092 for technology tran- 
sition. 

Business Assistance 
Programs - $2,059,316 for 
financial assistance to business- 
es; $3,059,000 for  facility 
improvements and $2,038,801 
for capital assets. 

At a press conference follow- 
ing the tour of the Mound 
Machine Shop, O’Leary defend- 
ed the length of time it has taken 
the DOE to sign lease agree- 
ments with Miamisburg for the 

. .  

Mound facility. 
“When I first arrived at the 

DOE, it took 23 months to draft 
an agreement with a private con- 
tractor,” she said. “That has now 
been reduced by 50 percent and 
we have developed some model ’ 
contract language to reduce that 
time further.” 

To questions about environ- 
mental clean-up at the Mound, 
O’Leary said the DOE is com- 
mitted to the clean-up in full. 

Glenn said that $45 million is 
. “here right now for clean-up and 
the Mound is not as contaminat- 
ed as several other sites. 

“I think you’re going pretty 
doggone good,” he said. 

O’Leary also said that DOE 
and the City of Miamisburg 
have finalized an agreement on 
what equipment will remain at 
the Mound plant and what will 
be moved out for use at other 
DOE sites. 

Deputy Secretary Bob 
DeGrasse said that “$2.2 million 
worth of equipment will stay at 
the Mound: some will move.” 

Church said the city is “satis- 
fied with the agreement.” 

O’Leary said the city’s work at 
commercializing the Mound has 
been a major effort. i. 

“The most exciting thing is the 
exciting potential to take this 
technology and deliver it to 
small  businesses,” she said. 
“And this has been an extraordi- 
nary achievement.” 
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d caught budget crossfire. : 
e/ 

&nergy Department - -  
passing buck to NASA 
By Timothy R. Gaffney 
DAYTON 04,lLY N € W  

A team of Mound scienhts 
aiic! technicians who have helped. 
America’s efforts to explore $he 
oukr  solar system may feel Ibst 
in space as the.  Energy D e m -  
ment and NASA spar over who - 
if anyone - will pay for k i r  
work in the future. 

The Mound team assembles 
and tests ’plutonium-fueled elec- 
tiical generators called RTGS or 
radioisotope thermoelectric gen- 
erators. The space agency uses 
RTGs to power macecraft on 

. .  . . _  ..I . .. . 
. .. . -. . . . . - . . - . 

Cassini spacecraft will yse 3 of Mound’s RTGs to provide epic journeys to th;! outer solar 
system, where sunlight is too fee- 
ble for solar cells tobe effective. 
RTG-powered spacecraft have 

made spectacular scientific 

SEE MOUND/7A 
. . .. 

1:O N1’ I N U ED FRO M / l A  

,liscoveries and beamed back 
;cunning pictures of distant 
;.-,-orids that are bareiy visible in 
!.clescopes. Two RTGs power, 

electrical Dower on Saturn mission 

$Name: Radbisotop Thermoelectric Generator. ’ 
QI Appearance: Barrdshaped with narrow fins to radiate &cess heat. 
I Purpose: Provide ectrical power on longduration space missions. 
BY How it works: Coacert thermal heat from decaying plutonium-238 to 
electrical efiergy. 

Current and futuninissions requiring RTGs 
Ulysses: One RTG, merational, circling sun in polar orbit. 
Gaiileo: Two RTGs. qerational, mission to orbit Jupiter, scheduled to enter 
Jupiter orbit Dec. 7,l995. 
Cassini: Three RTGSplanned, mission to orbit Saturn, scfeduled for 
launch in October 197. 
Pluto Fast Fly-by: !he RTG, planned, mission to f ly  by Plub, not funded. 
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Public Comment Period 
NOTICE 

Beginning November 15.1994. and continuing through' 
Qcambcr 30.1994, the Department of Energy is acccptlng 
publlc comment on the Proposed Plan for Operable UnIt 1 

for the public the preferred cleanup strategy. the rationale for that prefer- 
en=. reviews the alternatives presented In the Remedial Investigation Re- 
port and Feaslblllty Study (FU/FS), and presents any waivers to cleanup 

standards whfch may be proposed for this Operable U n i t  A public hearing on this Proposed Plan is 
scheduled for 7 : O  p.m, December 8, 1994. at  the Miamisburg Civk Center, Councd Chambers, 10 
N. First S t m t .  Miamisburg. OH 45342. Operable Unit  1. Area B. of the Mound Plant in Miamisburg. 
occupies approximately 4 acres in the southwestern portion of the Plant. Area B includes a historic 
landfill site. which was used by Mound from 1948 to 1977. There are known releases of volatile 
organic compounds [VOCs) from Operable Unit 1 into the adjacent Buried Valley aquifer. In addl- 
tlon. mtium has been detected in water samples taken from wells in &ea B. although the concen- 
tration is below the safe drinking water guidelines. 

In thfs Proposed Plan, DOE is recommending Collection. Treatment and Disposal of Groundwater as 
the preferred remedial action. After consideration of all comments received, a final Rccord of Deci- 
sion will be issued formallzing the remediation decision. 

The Proposed P h  has been reviewed by regulatory agencies and on-site rernediatfon is expected to 

The public 1s invited to rcvicw the Plan entitled "Operable Unit 1 Proposed Plan", at the DOE 
CERCLA Public Reading Room. Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 E. Central Ave.. Miamisburg. 
Ohio. 

Environmental 
Restoration 
Program 

at the M O U ~  Plant in M w b u r g .  Ohio. n i s  P ~ O ~ O X ~  Plan summarizes 

~ 

be@ in mid- 1996. 

All comments regarding the Proposed Plan should be directed to: 
Jdene Walker 
EG&C Communfty Relanbns n FGxG MOUND P.O. ~ a r 3 0 0 0 , 0 ~ ~ - 2 4 ?  
M W b u r g ,  OH 45343-3000 . 
(5131 865-4140 

6* 
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MIAMISBURG, Ohio- 
October 26,1994-At the in- 
vitation of U.S. Representa- 
tive Tony Hall, the Depart- 
ment of Energy Secretary 
Hazel O'Leary officially 
opened the Ohio Field Office 
for DOE today at a joint news 
conference with officials from 
the Mound Advanced Tech- 
nology Center (MATC) and 
the DOE. 

O'Leary noted that "Our 
goal is to make departmental 

urces available to com- , @ :ity partnerships for local -I 
business development that ' 

supports the President's 

d 

broader- objective of stimu- 
lating economic growth." 

DOE and E G & G em- 
ployees and representatives 
were on hand during 
O'Leary's news conference at 
the Miamisburg Mound facil- 
ity, as were a number of fed- 
eral; state and local officials 
including U.S. Senator John 
Glenn, Representative Hall 
and Miamisburg Mayor Dick 
Church. 

Following the news con- 

.. . 

- Energy Secretary O'zrOry (thefint Afkan-American to hold the cabinef position) 

Preneurs for the new Mound 

ter. After a tour of the machin- . 

ference' O'Leary visited with 
political and business leaders, 
including a number of new 
and potentid business entre- khanced Technology Cen- elllplOyeeS. 

talk to the EG&G Mound officials and well wishers at the announcement. 

personal address to the DOE 

The Miamisburg Mound 

has been in operation as a 
highly secured, Federal 
nuclear weaponry technology 
center since 1947. Over the 
next few months and years, 
the Mound will be returned to , 

the City 'of Miamisburg and ' 
the Mound Community Im- 
provement Corporation forde- 
velopment and implementa- 
tion as a private industrial 
operation. The Department of 
Energy (DOE), in conjunc- 
tion with E G & G, is in the 
process of reconfiguring gov- 
ernment operations at thesite. 

Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary unveils simulnted check f o r  $10 million dollars as Miamisburg Mayor Church, 
U.S. Senator John Glenn and Dayton Congressman Tony Hall assist. 
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TESTING .. THE soil .. this year. 

, The Mound RI will serve the 
additional purpose of determin- 

"background" levels of con-, e ninants in the region. Many 
of the contaminants being found 
in background soil studies will 
not have resulted from Mound's 
operations. Because thd Miami 
Valley is highly industrialized, 

.. . _ _  - a  . ....- 
. . levels ofmany contaminants in 

the environment will be higher. 
than in less industrialized areas.' 
Contaminant levels within a 
20-mile radius of Mound are' 
being evaIuated. 

Under the RI, extensive Sam- 
. pling of groundwater, air, soils, 
surface water and sediment is 

.._. - --- ___--  -.- 

i being used in analyzing riskst0 
human health and ecological 
systems posed by any contami- 
nation from Mound. These risk 

; 8 .  analyses will determine the 
action taken to restore contami- 
nated areas. 

For safety, quality and bud- 
. getary reasons, Mound's CER- 

CLA Program will take many 
. years to complete and will cost 



v .  -- ..--------- --- - _ _ _ _  
will be completed throughout. 
the 1990s. -e site-wide Record 
of Decision-(ROD) is scheduled 
for 2007, with full, long term 
restoration complete by 2017. 

CONCERNS 
Studies by DOE, regulators 

and government health agencies 
Ipfore'the initiation of Mound's 
CERCLA Program found no 
immediate threat  to hfiman 
health or'the environment as a _ _  
result of known contamination 

. from Mound. Current CERCLA 
testing led by DOE and over- 
seen .by regulators is furthering 
the ' investigation into the 
long-term effects and treatment ' 
of accumulated Iow-level conta- 
minants within the specific envi- 
ronment of the region. The ulti- 
mate goal of  the CERCLA 
Program is to restore all contam- 
inated areas so tha t  further 
industrial uses can be accom- 
plished. 

Unlike most DOE sites han- 
dl ing radioact ive material, 

ound sits amid a residential & unity and within a highly 
. populated region. It also sits 

atop a small  "tongue" of the 
Buried Valley Aquifer, the 
groundwater system underlying 
the Great Miami River and sup- 
plying drinking water to  the 
Mound Plant and many regional 
communities. I 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

- ~ 

1 ' IN CERCLA 
. WHO? Anyone interested in 

Mound's Environmental . .I Restoration Pegram is encour- I 

' aged- t o  become involved. You I 
really can make.a difference by j 

..participating .'.; .. ;in .-.,:. .the " CERCLA 1 
Pro ;am..-*.: $,gens 'r o f . .!the. . j 

I Miamisburg area &:~&ticuleyi. 

have the greatest -stake in the 
encouraged to take part as they 

outcome of this project ' ..::: . 
WIN'? Thd Comprehensive 

Environmental .. Response, i 
. Compensation and Liability Act I 

of 1980 (CERCLA) empowers 1 
the federal government io inves- ' 

. . tigate and, if necessary,. restore 
sites where contamination may I - 

- .be  hazardous. to health or. the: 
. environment. Also called 

ltSuierfund", CERCLA is on;' 
of very few laws that involve the : 
public directly in important . .  pro-. 
ject decisions. . _ .  - . 

WHEN? There are many:  
opportunities for the public to ' 
become involved in CERCLA: 
These include CERCLA public ' 

meetings, work-shops, presenta- 
tions before local' government 
and community groups and 
classroom programs. At any 
time, the public may review and 
comment on CERCLA -docu- i 
ments, all of which are kept in a : 
Reading Room (see below). .In 
addition, there .. will . . be . - special . - - i . 

1 
.-.. _.._- ---. 

ment on major CERCLA deci- i 

sions. Meeting dates and corn- 
ment periods are announced in i 

--:.-advance through newspaper ads i 

' 'WHERE'? QuarterIy public ( 
. meetings on Mound's CERCLA ! 
.Program are held at accessible 2 

.. . locations in .the. local .area; i 
.. 'Meetings and other activities are 
' .  i announced through advertise-. : ' 

. i .  ments in the Miamisburg News, : 

j .the Dayton Daily- News and in 
. . "Superfund Update", a newslet- ' 
.: ter sent to those on the CER- : 

CLA mailing list. ' The  
,Miamisburg Senior . Adult  
.Center, 305 Central Avenue, i 
Miamisburg, Ohio, houses a .  i 
Reading Room' containing CER- i 
CLA documents for public . 

----- ~ . -. '(ContinuedonPage14)' . . .- . - .- . . 

. . .  (see below). .. :i ; . * 

. 

. .  

, 

Mound 'restoration I.. - _  
. -. 

-_  
. .  . . : . . .. . .  

. -  
. .  .. 

. .  
, ... 

... , . .  

. .  
. .  - _  

. .  . .  (Continued from Page 10) .:.'. . ' ..- . ' . 

review. These are just a few of many opportunities for Public Participation in the CERCLA Program. 
. WHY? Environmental concerns can affect both the immediate health and the overall standard of liv- 
ing in a community. CERCLA recoFizes your stake in the community, and the law is designed to make 
your input felt Further, Mound contlnues its effort to be a good neighbor in the Miamisburg community 
by surpassing the law's requirements for public participation. The program in place was designed 
around concerns expressed by area residents, and it will be revised when necessary to respond to chang- 

*For more information on Mound's CERCLA Progkm, including how you can peicipate, call' the . 

concerns. .. 

Mound Community Relations.Offke at (513)865-4140. 
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MOUNQ Public Comment Period 
NOTICE 

Beginning November 15,1994. and continuing through' 
December 30. 1994. the Deuartment of Enerev is accepting 
public comment on the P r o & e d  Plan for Ograble U r h  1 - 
a t  the Mound Plant in Miamisburg. Ohio. This Proposed Plan summarizes 
for the public the preferred cleanup strategy. the rationale for that prefer- 
en=. reviews the alternatwcs presented in the Remedial Investigation Re- 
port and Feasibffly Study (RI/FS). and presents any walvers to cleanup 

standards which may be proposed for this Operable Unit A public hearing on this Proposed Plan is 
scheduled for 7:OO pm.. December 8, 1994. a t  the Miamlsburg Civic Center, Council Chambers, 10 
N. First Street. Miamisburg. OH 45342. Operable Unit 1. Area B. of the Mound Plant in Miarmsburg. 
occupies approximately 4 acres In the southwestern portion of the Plant. h a  B includes a historic 
landfill site. which was used by Mound from 1948 to 1977. There are known releases of volatile 
organlc compounds WOCs) from Operable Unit 1 into the adjacent Buried Valley aqulfer. In addi- 
tion, mtium has been detected in water samples taken from wells in Arcs B. although the concen- 
tration is below the safe drWdng water guidelines. 

In this Proposed Plan, DOE Is recommending Collectlon. Treatment and Disposal of Groundwater a s  
the preferred remedial action. After consideration of all comments rcceivd. a final Record of Deci- 
sion will be issued formalizing the remediation decision. 

The Proposed Plan has been reviewed by regulatory agencies and on-slte remediatlon is expected to 

The public is i n v h d  to review the Plan entitled "Operable Unit 1 Proposed Plan", at  the DOE 
CERCLA Public Reading Room, Miamisburg Senior Adult Center. 305 E. Central Ave.. Miarmsburg, 
Ohio. 

Environmental 
Restoration 
Program 

be@ Ln mid-1996. 

All comments regarding the Proposed Plan should be directed to: 
Jolene Walker 
EG&G Community Relations 

Minmkburg. OH 45343.3000 
15131 865-4140 

n EEzE /MOU'' P.O. ~ a r  3000. osiz-245 
G* 
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Rai at worked 

By Timothy R. Gaff ney 
DAMON DAILY NEWS 

A commercial laboratory that 
gave questionable results on radia- 
tion tests for Mound Plant em- 
ployees was raided by the Justice 
Department this month, accord- 
ing to the Department of Energy. 

A search warrant was served 
Nov. 8 on Controls for Environ- 
mental Pollution, a testing lab in 
Santa Fe., N.M., because of similar 
questions raised over tests it made 
on samples submitted by the En- 
ergy Department’s Sandia Nation- 
al Laboratory in Albuquerque, 
spokesmen for the Energy Depart- 
ment and Sandia said. 

Mound stopped using the lab 
before the search warrant was 
served, Mound spokesman Mark 
Becker said. The search warrant 
apparently resulted from ques- 
tions Sandia had been raising 
about the testing of its samples as 
long ago as 1993, Sandia spokes- 
man Rod Geer said. 

As part of its quality control pro- 
cess, Geer said Sandia slipped de- 
liberately “spiked” samples, sam- 
ples tha t  contained radiation 
sources it doesn’t use, and blank 
samples into the regular urine ’ 
samplesit sent to CEP for testing. 
The results it got back raised ques- 
tions about whether the lab was 
giving accurate results, he said. 

Mound questioned CEP’s test- 
ing this year on about 30 employee 
urine samples and tried to double- 
check the testing by examining the 
lab’s testing equipment, Becker 
said. 

Energy Department spokesman 
Rick Oborn said the office of John 
Kelly, US. District Attorney in A- 
buquerque, served the search War- @ rant with assistance from the En- 

a 

ergy Department. Kelly was una- 
vailable for comment. 

The questionable testing in- 
volves samples from about 600 
Sandia employees, Geer said. 
Most of those tests were aimed at  
establishing “benchmarks” 
against which future tests could be 
compared. The tests included 
samples from about 40 employees 
who may have been exposed to 
radiation. 

“The plan is to retest those 40,” 
although all employees have been 
notified of the problem, Geer said. 
“There certainly has been no audi- 
ble cry of alarm” from the employ- 
ees, he said. 

The Energy Department is in- 
vestigating whether other sites 
and employees may have been af- 
fected, Obornsaid. 
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- Understanding _ -  _. environmehtal -- 

kstoration -1. at the Mound Plant I 
. ~~ 

. . - ._. . . 
, _ .  __-.. _-..-- - .  

This the f int  in a series of i ' 

'- periodic'articles to inform. the.! 
community about the 1 
Environmental Restoration ; 
Program currently undenvay at : _- 

' the  Department of Energy's 
(DOE) Mound Plant it! ' 

Miamisburg. The articles hav2 ' 

previously appeared in  the : 

. Superfund Update, which is pre- 
pared approximately eiglir t h m  . 
a ,  y e a r .  b y .  EG&G Mound 

. Applied Technologies, manage- . . 
ment and operating' contractor 

- for the DOE'S Mound Plant. 
Operated by EG&G Mound ~ 

Applied Technologies for the i 
U.S. Department of Energy ! .  
(DOE), Mound Plant has bekn j 
part of the Miamisburg, Ohio, . . . 

community since 1947. ' . .Environmental ' 

toration (ER) Program began 
z in 1984 to address known and 

possible releases of hazardous 
materials. Mound was added to 
the nationwide CERCLA, or 
"Superfund", Program in 1989, .. 
to further assessment and 
cleanup activities. 

Outside the ER/CERCLA 
Program; Mound's regular oper-. 
ations include. the development 
of safer methods for the treat- 

- ment and storage of hazardous 
materials, with applications in 
many industries. Mound's: . 
long-standing Waste 
Management and. Waste 
hlinimization Programs (created 
in 1991) are dedicated to the 
nos: effective possible treat- 
men: and reduction of all wastes 
senerated on-site. 

En v i ro n me n ta I 
The  Mound has had an . 

Pvl o n i t o rin g 
g a m  since 1945 to track the 

e n t * s  emissions into the envi- 
ronment as a step in conuollin,o 
pollution. . Thz annual 
E n v  i ro n m en  ta 1 M o n i to r i n g 
Report has been available to the 
public for more than 20 years. 

- 

. -- 
. .. _. i m y  OpEMn-ON$::.-.:I 
-. ::'.In 1974, Mound Ggan'a Ah-; 
. cai evduation of waste manage-: 
ment practices dating to  the: 
p1ant's.startup in 1948. It w.as. 
determined at that time, that 
while Mound had operated with-. 
in federal standards in effect at .- 
the time, these standards have 
become increasingly strict as. 
more .is learned about the effects i 
of contamination on the environ- i 

. ment . - I  

In . 1984, . a '  DOE: 
Environmental Restoration (ER) , 

Program was initiated at the site ! 
to detect and restore contaminat- : 
ed areas in and around the site. i 

In 1986,.a preliminary assess- i 
ment under that program con- 
cludzd that contamination from i 
Mound caused no immediate f 
threat to human health or the . 
environment ,  but possible . 
long-term effects required fur- i 
ther study. 

.- -7, - . - - _.- . -._ -- 

THE CERCLA PROGRAM 
In 1988, DOE sought to besin 

a CERCLA Program at Mound, 
providing an opportunit). for 
U.S. EPA involvement in 
Mound's ER Program efforts. A 
Federal Facilities Agreement 
(FFA) was signed in 1990 
between DOE and the USEPA. 
This 1egal.document binds DOE 
to the site's assessment and 
cleanup under CERCLA stan- 
dards and binds USEPA to the 
program's oversight. Ohio €PA 
was added to the E A  in 1993. 

Complete environmental 
restoration of Mound Plant 
under CERCLA will M e  more 
than 20 years to accomplish. 
This duration includes the cur- 
rent years of preparatory testing 

~ and evaluzoi-to understand the 
long-term environmental signif- 
icance of contamination that 

. .. .~ 

I .poses no- immediate-threat to  
.. human health or the environ- 
' ment. 

.Short-term cleanups, called 
. '  -removal actions, may also be 

. undertaken to control more 
: urgent contamination or threat- 

. . ened releases of contaminants 

long-term actions' can be 
planned. . 

' i n t o  the environment until . 

REMEDIAL INVESTIGA- 
. .  TION/FEASIBILI"Y STUDY' 
; In 1990, the long work of a 
; CERCLA Program began a t  

'Mound. The first major step'is- 
to identify any site contaminanti 

. - and evaluate their potential risks 
to human health 'and the envi- 

* ronment. Based on this  site 
characterization, planners then 

' 

select the most cost effective 
cleanup methods. . 

This process is known as the 
R . e  m e d i a 1 
InvestigatiodFeasibility Study, 

. or RI/FS. The RI/FS is a 
. lengthy, exhaustive process of 

gathering and verifying data, 
assessing risk and evaluating 

. cleanup technologies. - . .:'..2 . 
The EWCERCLA Program is 

now conducting a Remedial 
Investigation (RI) to character- 
ize known and possible contam- 
ination by radioactivity and 
waste chemicals in the regional 
environment as  a result  of 
Mound's operations. 

The RI also is characterizing 
. the area environment itself - 
. mapping groundwater systems, 

. bedrock formation,. soil types 
and other important geological . 

.features - as well as identifying. 
local f lora  and fauna (with 
emphasis on endangered 
species), wet lands, breed in g 
grounds and other ecological 
features. 
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Retires at Mound 
Jack Clark, president and gen- 
eral manager of EG&G Mound 
Applied Technologies Inc., will 
retire effective Jan. 2, the com- 
pany announced Tuesday. 
EG&G Mound operates the 
Mound Plant in Miamisburg 
for the Department of Energy. 
Its parent company, EG&G 
Inc. of Wellesley, Mass., 
appointed Earl N. Fray t o  
replace Clark effective Tues- 
day:Fray was general manager 
of EG&G Idaho, which man- 
ages the Energy Departr,ient's 
Idaho National Engineering 
Laboratory. Clark has been 
with EG&G for 32 years, 
including 26 in Id&?o. He has 
been at Mound since 1988. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30,1994 0 5 8  j- 
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MOUND - Public Comment Period 
NOTICE 

Beglnnlng November 15.1994. and continuing through 
December 30. 1994. the Department of Energy is a m p t i n  
publlc comment on the Proposed Plan for Operable Unit 1 
at the-Mound Plant in M i d b u r g .  Ohio. This Proposei Plan summarizes 
for the public the preferred cleanup strategy. the rationale for that prefer- 
en=. reviews the alternatives presented in the Remedial Investigation Re- 
port and Feasibility Study m/=), and presents any waivers to cleanup 

standards whfch may be proposed for thfs Operable U n i t  A public hearing on this Proposed Plan is 
scheduled for 7:OO p.m.. December 8. 1994. a t  the Miamisburg Civic Center, Council Chambers. 10 
N. First Street. Miamhburg. OH 45342. Operable Unit 1. Area B. of the Mound Plant in Miamisburg. 
occupies approximately 4 acres in the southwestern portion of the Plant. k e a  B includes a historic 
landfill site. which was used by Mound from 1948 to 1977. -There are known releases of volatile 
organic compounds [VOCs) from Operable Unit 1 into the adjacent Buried Valley aquifer. In addi- 
tion. tritium has been detected in water samples taken from wells in Area B. although the concen- 
tration is below the safe drinldng water guidelines. 

In thls Proposed Plan. DOE is recommending Collection, Treatment and Disposal of Groundwater as 
the preferred remedial action. After consideration of all comments rrceived.,a final Record of Deci- 
sion will be issued formalizing the remediation decision. 

The Roposed Plan has been.reviewed by regulatoly agencies and on-site remediation is expected to 

The public is tnvited to review the Plan entitled "Operable Unit.1 Proposed Plan". at the DOE 
CERCLA Public Reading Room. Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305.E. Central Ave.. Miamisburg. 
Ohio. 

Environmental 
Restoration 
Program 

begin in mid-1996. 

All comments regarding the Proposed Plan should be directed to: 
JoIene WaUcer 
EC&G Community Relations n. EGgG MOUND . P.O. ELX 3 0 0 0 , 0 s ~ - 2 4 5  
Mhlsbwg. OH 45343-3000 
1513/865*4140 

t 
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You Are Invited 
to attend the next Mound Plant public meeting. 
The meeting subject will be twofold: 

First, members of the public will hear an 
update on the status of Mound's Waste 
Management program. This will include an 
opportunity for members of the public to pre- 
sent comments on the Drafl Site Treatment 
Plan. 

Second, members of Mound's Environmental 
Restoration staff will present an update on 
Operable Unlt 1's Proposed Plan. This Pro- 
posed Plan is currently in a public comment 
period. Members of the public will have the 
opportunity to formally comment on that 
Proposed Plan at this meeting. 

Both documents are available for review at 
the Public Reading Room, 305 Central Ave., 
Miamisburg, OH 45342. 

'I EGcG MOUND &7 

For more information, please contact Jolene Walker, 
EG&G Community Relations at (513) 865-4140. 
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Bringing Navy to-Mound is crazy 
To The Editor: 

In response to Ray Mitchell’s 
editorial on Nov. 9 “Bring Navy 
to.Mound,” I would like to set 
the record straight. What Mr. 
Mitchell wants to do with the 
Mound is put a nuclear waste 
dump there. 

This is an idea that he has 
brought to Council before and 
blamed partisan disagreements 
for its lack ‘of implementation. 
He also claims that Montgomery 
County staff is stalling this pro- 
posal, but the reality is that the 
idea is simply crazy and without 
any merit. 

Mr. Mitchell also states that 
Senator Glenn and 
Representative Hall will back 6 im if Montgomery County 
makes an official request. I find 
that hard to believe since I spoke 
with Senator Glenn personally 
after he spoke ;rith Mr. Mitchell 
on the issue. 

In his conversation with Mr. 
Mitchell, the Senator was asked 
if he knew about his idea for the 
Mound. When I asked the 
Senator how he responded upon 

learning about the proposal, he 
chuckled that his response to 
Mr. Mitchell was “if the City, 
County and State would go for 
it, come see me” implying that 
‘such support was not likely. I am 
inclined to believe that this idea 
does not have Senator Glenn’s 
support. 

As for what the rest of us are 
supporting at the Mound, there 
are private businesses working 
there now that are not operated 
or contracted by- EG&G or the 
Department of Energy (DOE). 

There are also more business- 
es very close to signing leases 
for buildings on the site, but 
progress is slow as we attempt 
to break DOE out of old para- 
digms under which they find it 
comfortable to operate. 

Mr. Mitchell stated that his 
proposal has been evaluated by 
the University of Dayton, but 
such an evaluation has yet to 
surface declaring the merits of 
this proposal. I suggest that Mr. 
Mitchell bring this evaluation to 
me personally and I will ensure 

a prompt and thorough review 
by the Cityls Mound Transition 
team. 

Otherwise, I would enjoy a 
reprieve from Mr. Mitchell’s 
round-robin crusade between 
City, County and State officials 
to locate a nuclear waste dump 
in the heart of Miamisburg. 

If Mr. Mitchell has a plan that 
will benefit this community,’ 
then by all means he should pro- 
duce it. If not, he should stop 
throwing.cold water on the sen- 
sible and profoundly difficult 
work of the Mound Partnership 
to convert the facility into a 
viable, positive commercial 
enterprise. 

As a member of City Council, 
I will never support the siting of 
a nuclear waste dump in  our 
community and I strongly resent 
such proposals from those who 
fail to inform themselves fully 
of the grave implications such a 
plan could have. 

. 

Andy N. Alford 
City Council 
Second Ward 
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Public Comment Period 
NOTICE 

Begirdng November 15.1994. and contlnulng through 
December 30. 1994. the Department of Energy is accepting 
public comment on the Proposed Plan for Operable Unit 1 
at the Mound Plant in Miamisburg. Ohio. This proposed Plan summarizes 
for the public the preferred cleanup strategy. the rationale for that prefer- 
en=, reviews the alternatives presented in the Remedial Investigation Re- 
port and Feasibfflty Study (N/FS), and presents any waivers to cleanup 

standards which may be proposed for this Operable Un i t  A public hearing on this Proposed Plan is 
scheduled for 7:OO p.m. December 8, 1994. at the Miamisburg Civk Center. Council Chambers. 10 
N. First Street. Miamisburg, OH 45342. Operable Unit 1. Area B. of the Mound Plant in Miamkburg, 
occupies approximately 4 acres in the southwestern portion of the Plant. Area B includes a historic 
landfill site. which was used by Mound from 1948 to 1977. There are known releases of volatile 
organlc compounds (VOCs) from Operable Unit 1 into the adjacent Buried Valley aquifer. In add!- ' 

tion. tritium has been detected in water samples taken from wells in Arta B. although the concen- 
tration is below the safe drWdng water guidelines. 

In this Proposed Plan, DOE is recommending Co!lection, Treatment and Disposal of Groundwater a s  
the prefen-ed remedial action. After consideration of all comments received, a final Record of Deci- 
sion will be issued formallzing the remediation decision. 

Environmental 
Program 
Restoration 

The Proposed Plan has been reviewed by regulatory agencies and on-site remediation is expected to 

The public is InvIted to review the Plan entitled "Operable Unit 1 Proposed Plan". a t  the DOE 
CERCLA Public Reading ho rn .  Mtamisburg Sedor Adult Center, 305 E. Central Ave.. Miamisburg. 
Ohio. 

be@ in mid-1996. 

All comments rcgarding the Proposed Plan should be directed to: 
Jolene Walker 
&G&C Community Relations . 

(513) 865-4140 
&* 
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0 Mound CEWCW meeting to feature 
unique, two section format 

The upcoming public meeting 
on environmental restoration 

’activities at the Mound Plant in 
Miamisburg, being conducted by 
the United States Department of 
Energy (DOE) and its contrac- 
tor, EG&G Mound Applied 
Technologies, will feature  a 
unique format. The meeting will 
take place Thursday, December 
8 at 7 p.m. in the Miamisburg 
Council Chambers at 10 N. First 

‘Street in Miamisburg: The meet- 
ing will be the first to combine 
topics from two Mou.nd pro- 
grams - environmental restora- 
tion and waste management. 

Oba Vincent, DOE’S Associate 
irector of Environmental el anagement will lead the meet- 

ing. During the first portion of 
the public hearing, Mound’s 
Waste Management Group will 
be holding a public hearing on 

the Draft Site Treatment Plan. 
The Draft Site Treatment Plant 
i s  currently available in  the 
Mound Public Reading Room 
for public review and comment. 
This public hearing is part of the 
ongoing public participation 
effort for Mound’s compliance 
under the Federal Facility 
Compliance Act. All  public 
comment received during this 
hearing wi l l  be considered by 
both the State of Ohio EPA and 
DOE for inclusion in the Site 
Treatment Plan, due to submittal 
to the Ohio EPA in February. 

After completion of the Waste 
Management presentation, there 
will be a public comment hear- 
in: on the Operable Unit (OU) 1 
Proposed Plan. This public hear- 
ing is being held as part of the 
OU1 public comment period 
currently in process. All com- 

ments received by the public at 
the hearing will be considered 
by.Mound in finalizing the  
Operable ‘Unit  1 Record of 
Decision. 

The public is encouraged to 
attend these management meet- 
ings and to ask questions regird- 
ing the environmental activities, 
offer suggestions and evaluate 
results and decisions. Citizens 
who wish to be added to the  
Mound mailing list for twice- 
quarterly newsletters,  fact  
sheets, etc., or receive a compi- 
lation of previously distributed 
materials in a CERCLA note- 
book, should arrive early. 

Questions regarding the meet- 
ing or Mound’s Environmental 
Management Program can be 
directed to the EG&G 
Community Relations 
Department at 865-4 140. 
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You Are Invited 
to attend the next Mound Plant public meeting. 
The meeting subject will be twofold: 

First, members of the public will hear a n  
update on the status of Mound's Waste 
Management program. This will include an 
opportunity for members of the public to  pre- 
sent comments on the Draft Site Treatment 
Plan. 

Second, members of Mound's Environmental 
Restoration staff will present an update on 
Operable Unit 1's Proposed Plan. This Pro- 
posed Plan is currently In a public comment 
period. Members of the public will have the 
opportunity to formally comment on that 
Proposed Plan at this meeting. 

Both documents are available for review at 
the Public Reading Room, 305 Central Ave., 
Miamisburg, OH 45342. 

EGrrrG MOUND e* 
For more information, please contact Joiene Walker, 
EG& G Community Relations at (513) 8654 140. 
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Clark retires from EG&G, Fray 
. . . . . . . . . ... . .-. . .. ... . . , . . . . ... . . . . . . . .- 

-to his post 
. -~ 

Jack Clark,  President and 
General Manager of EG&G 
Mound Applied Technologies, 
the management and operating 
contractor for the Department of 
Energy’s Mound Plant ,  has 
announced his retirement effec- 
tive January 2, 1995. 

At the same time, James 0. 
Zane, Senior Vice President of 
EG&G Inc., announced the 
appointment of Earl N. Fray to 
the position of President and 
General Manager of EG&G 
Mound, effective November 29, 
1994. 

Clark will join the EG&G cor- 
orate staff and will remain 

here until his retirement date. 
“My plans are to eventually 

move back west to be around 
my children and grandchildren,” 
Clark said while making his. 
announcement. “When I leave, I 
will have a special place in my 
heart for Mound, Miamisburg 
and the Greater Dayton commu- 
nity.” 

Clark has 32 years of distin-. 
guished service wi th  EG&G, 
including 26 years at the Idaho’ 
National Engineering 
Laboratory. He is a 1961 gradu- 
ate of the Idaho State University 
receiving ’a Bachelor’s degree in 
mathematics. He also attended 
the U.S. Army Engineering 
School and is a registered pro- 
fessional engineer. 

He came to Mound following 
EG&G’s successful bid in 3988 
for the contract to operate-  

ound and has served in vari- .“ ous capacities including Vice 
President of Facil i ty 
Management, Vice President of 
Administration and Associate 
General Manager. 

a 

His community involvement 
includes serving as Chairman of 
the Executive Board for the 
Miami Valley Council, Boy 
Scouts of America, Chairman of 
the Mound United Way 
Committee and served on the 
board of directors of the 
Miamisburg Area Chamber of I 

Commerce. He has been hon- 
ored with several awards by the 
Boy Scouts for his volunteer 
work. 

Clark and his wife Marjorie 
reside in Franklin and they have 
five children. 

Earl N. Fray has more than 30 
years of commercial and DOE 
M&O experience and has 
worked for EG&G since 1977. 
He previously served as General 
Manager of EG&G Idaho with 
responsibility for the manage- 
ment, operation and perfor- 
mance of a 5,000 person, $500 
million company at the Idaho 
National Engineering 
Laboratory. 

“I am excited about coming to 
Mound and the Greater Dayton 
community,” he said. “EG&G 
Mound has been successful in  
its operation of Mound and has 
the potential for greater things. I 
look forward to managing this 
contract.” 

Fray also served as President 
and Chief Executive Officer of 
the 1,500 person, $1 15 million 
EG&G Washington Analytical 
Services Center (WASC), where 
WASC provided a wide variety 
of services and products to both 
commercial and government 
customers. Prior to joining 
EG&G, he served in a variety of 

marketing and management 
positions for TRW and General 
Electric. . 

He earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in  electrical 
engineering from Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute in 1962. 

EG&G Mound Applied 
Technologies Inc. is a subsidiary 
of EG&G Inc. EG&G is a global 
technology company that pro- 
vides instruments and optoelec- 
tronics and mechanical compo- 
nents to manufacturers and end 
users in the automotive, medical 
and aerospace sectors. EG&G 
also provides a broad array of 
technical services to industry 
and government customers. 
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Report finds danger at Mound 
35 sites reviewed 
in plutonium storage 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
Energy Deparment plans a 
complex and costly repackag- 
ing of tons of highly radioactive 
plutonium after an internal re- 
view found storage conditions 
that endanger workers and 
possibly the public. 

The review, ordered last 
March, examined plutonium 
storage at  35 government sites, 
including two in Ohio.’ 

Investigators found plutonium 
in leaking and corroding. pack- 
ages, in crachng plastic bottles, 
in old decaying buildings and in 
pipes, ventilation vents, equip- 
ment and machinery. 

“Overall, the inventory of plu- 
tonium presents significant 
hazards to workers, the public 
and environment, and little 
progress has been made to ag- 
gressively address the prob- 
lem,” the draft study concluded. 

The task force study, involv- 
ing 26 metric tons of plutoni- 
um, was made public by the de- 
partment Tuesday. 

Tara O’Toole, the departmen- 
t’s assistant secretary for envi- 
ronment, safety and health, 
said that while workers face a 
threat of contamination, the 
likelihood of plutonium expo- 
sure to the public is extremely 
low. While the plutonium stor- 
age sites for the most part are 
relatively isolated from the 

.general public, thousands of 
people work at the plants. 

- “There’s no question that we 
have serious issues here that 
we’re going to  have to handle,” 
OToole told reporters. She said 
some repackaging of plutonium 
already is under way a t  a num- 

Plutonium threat 
In 13 Departrent of Energy sites, as many as 28 tons of highly 
radioactive plutonium are being stored in aging and vulnerable 
surroundings ihat endanger workers. 

New Brunswick, 111 .  Hanford, Wash. Rocky Flats, Colo. 
I Argonne West, Idaho . I Pantex, Texas I Argonne East, 111. 

Source: Plutonium Working Group Report 

ber of plants, and that stabi- 
lization of the stockpiles is a 
top priority. 

She acknowledged the task 
will be time-consuming and 
costly and s a d  $200 million 
would go to reduce the risks a t  
Rocky Flats, in Colorado, alone. 

‘“The report clearly indicates 
that a number of catastrophic 
accidents are possible,” said 
Daryl Kimball of the private 
Physicians for Social Responsi- 
bility. He said the findings 
should be a warning to the new 
Republican-led Congress not to 
cut weapons plant cleanup 
funds, as some GOP lawmak- 

Investigators singled out the 
Rocky Flats weapons plant 15 
miles outside Denver as posing 
the greatest potential danger. 

-ers have suggested. - -- 

AP/Wm. J. Castell 

The report also raised con- 
cerns about the handling and 
maintenance of plutonium 
stockpiles and wastes’ at a 
dozen other department 
plants; including the Hanford 
reservation (4.4 metric tons) in 
Washington state, the Savan- 
nah River weapons complex 
(2.1 metric tons) in South Car- 
.olina, and the Mound Plant (57 
pounds) near Miamisburg. 
They-were singled out as hav- 
ing the greatest vulnerability 
after Rocky Flats. 

The Mound Plant, which pro- 
duced detonators for nuclear 
weapons, has a comparatively 
small amount of plutonium. 
But it was criticized for having 
questionable packaging and an  
inadequate air filtration sys- 
tem in case of a release. 

, 
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.Plutonium storage a threat 
Mound high-on list of sites vulnerable to catastrophes 
FROM STAFF AND WlRE REWKTS 

WASHINGTON - As much as 
26 metric tons of highly radioac- 
tive plutonium is being stored in 
conditions that could endanger 
workers and “potentially threaten 
the public and-surrounding envi- 
ronment,’’ an internal Energy De- 
partment report says. 
- The review, which examinedplu- 

tonium storage at 35 government 
sites in more than a dozen states, 
including the Mound Plant in Mia- 
misburg, found plutonium in leak- 
ing and corroding packages, in 
cracking plastic bottles, in old de- 

n Plutonium 
e0 NTI N U ED FROM/ 1A 

health of our workers. 
According to Becker, Mound is 

waiting for the Energy Depart- 
ment to tell them where they can 
move the excess plutonium. He 
would not disclose how much plu- 
tonium, saying “that‘s classified 
information.” 

He said Mound is working to im- 
prove safety analysis and the 
plant’s human resources depart- 
ment is looking into ways to keep 
down employee turnover. 

The federal government plans to 
end bomb-making operations at 
the Mound Plant by the end.of 
1995. The plant assembles, fuels 
and tests plutonium-powered 
electrical generators for space 
probes. But most work, however, 
focuses on cleaning up nuclear and 
chemical contamination at  the 
plant. 

“Overall the inventory of pluto- 
nium presents si@cant hazards 
to  workers, the public and environ- 
ment and little progress has been 
made to aggressively address the 

roblem,” the draft study conclud- 

Tara O’Toole, the Energy De- 
partment’s assistant secretary for 
environment, safety and health, 
said Tuesday that “there’s no 
question that we have serious is- 
sues here that we’re going to have 

e d .  

caying buildings and in pipes, ven- 
tilation vents, equipment and ma- 
chinery. 
. The sites examined also includ- 

ed the Portsmouth Gaseous Dim- 
sion Plant in Portsmouth, Ohio. 

The report, whose findings were 
made available to Mound in Au- 

t gust and September, found three 
areas of concern. said Mark 

the safety of storing plutonium. 
Lastly, the report said because 
Mound has lost nearly 800 workers 
in the last two years, new workers 
are not as familiar with safety pro- 
cedures, Becker said. 

Mound is already working on re- 
solving the issues raised by the En- 
ergy Department’s report, he said. 
“The issues we have are relatively 

Becker, manager of’public ,affairs - S m a l l  in comparison’ with .other 
for Mound. . .  . sites;” he said..‘‘Our beliefis that 

Mound is .we  do -not pose a potential threat 
storing too much’ plutonium. Seb-. to  the . .  environment or to the‘ 
ond, the report said Mound should 

.SEE PLUTONIUM/lOA 

,,fist, the report 

improve its system of analyzing 

to handle.” She said efforts were 
under way to repackage plutoni- 
um stockpiles. 

O’Toole cautioned that the pos- 
sibility of public exposure to pluto- 
nium is extremely low and likely 
would occur only if a storage facili- 
ty  were struck by a catastrophe 
such as an earthquake or tornado. 

“The main threat is to workers,” 
she said. 

The department made public 
the draft report after some copies 
were leaked to private advocacy 
groups and to reporters. .G$.Je-L 
view, which was undertaken:&y: 
about 200 technicians, had been 
requested by Energy Secretary 
Hazel O’Leary in March and was t o  
be released early next year. 

The report cited the Rocky Flats 
weapons facility 15 miles outside of 
Denver as posing the greatest po- 
tential danger, with 12.8 metric 
tons of plutonium believed to be 
on the site in various forms, from 
liquid solution to residues trapped 
in building ducts. 

When the Colorado plant  
stopped plutonium operation five 
years ago, little attention was giv- 
en to long-term storage of the ma- 
terial because production was ex- 
pected to resume, officials said. 

“The end of the Cold War caugl& 
people by surprise,” O’Toole said:2 

But in the years since then when 
it became clear the plutonium wy 

I. no - I-_ longer going to be:used €?r 
weapo‘hk,: little wak done-fo‘mtkt 
the changing events and “plutoni- 
um materials continue t o  be 
stored (at Rocky Flats) without 
appropriate packaging in facilities 
not suited for extended storage,? 
the report said. (4 

After Rocky Flats, the Hanford 
reservation (4.4 metric tons) hr 
Washington state, the Savannah 
River weapons complex (2.1 met-; 
ric tons) in South Carolina, and 
the Mound Plant (26 kilograms) 
were singled out as having t h e  
greatest vulnerability. 

While Mound has a comparative? 
ly small amount of plutonium, it‘ 
was criticized for having question- 
able packaging. 
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Mound 
leases 

Announcement 
today says who 
By Timothy R. Gaffney 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

The conversion of the Mound 
nuclear weapons plant is begin. 
ning to pick up steam. 

For more than a month, current 
and former Mound employees, do- 
ing business as the Mound Manu- 
facturing Center Inc., have been 
using the nuclear weapon plant’: 
high-tech m%chine shop to turn 
out commercial parts for aero- 
space customers. 

A number of other companies 
have wrapped up negotiations on 
the first set of leases for Mound fa- 
cilities. Miamisburg city official. 
have scheduled a lease-signing 
ceremony for 10 am.  today. 
Al Hodapp, president of Mound 

Manufacturing, said his company 
how has nine fulltime and two 
parttime employees. Although it 
has not signed a lease to use the 
plant’s machine shop, the compa- 
ny has worked out a “user facility 
contract“ that allows it to pay for 
the t i e  it uses the shop and its 
equipment. 

, Mound Manufacturhg turns out 
precisely machined par ts  for 
NASA, the energy and defense de- 
partments and industrial custom- 
ers, Hodapp said. 

The contract  allows Mound 
Manufacturing to start doing busi- 
ness without a lease. Hodapp has 
negotiated for a lease to use the 
machine shop for more than a 
year, but he said negotiations have 
been very complicated, in part be- 
cause other companies are also in- 
terested in using the facilities. 

@ 

_. . 
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Michael J. Grauwelman, Mia- 
misburg’s Mound transition man- 
ager, wouldn’t say which compa- 
nies are to sign leases today. 
Hodapp said he has heard the 
companies include Star City, Inc., 
and several small “incubator” 
businesses. Star City representa- 
tives could not be reached for 
comment. 

A four-story building that Mia- 
misburg has identified as a busi- 
ness incubator is one of the build- 
ings involved in the lease-signing, 
Grauwelman said. Three floors wiU 
be leased, he said. Grauwelman 
said his transition office, now in 
the Miamisburg Civic Center, may 
also move into the building. 

Several companies have been 
negotiating to lease Mound facili- 
ties, which are owned by the De- 
partment of Energy. Most, like 
Mound Manufacturing, are small 
start-ups formed by Mound em- 
ployees or retirees who hope to 
take advantage of Mound’s high- 
tech manufacturing and testing 
facilities. 

A city chart listing seven compa- 
nies that have applied to use 
Mound facilities indicates they 
would create between 115-135 
jobs. The plant has lost more than 
1,000 jobs from its peak employ- 
ment of about 2,398 in 1985. 

But the city’s Mound conversion 
stafl is mapping out a three-year, 
$28 million plan to turn the plant 
into a high-tech industrial park. 
The Energy Department has fund- 
ed $10 &on so far. 
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STOREDPLUTONIUM 
IS LIABLE TO LEAK, 
~ O V E R N M E N ~  SAYS 

RISK CALLED ‘SIGNIFICANT’ 

Deadly Radioactive Substance 
Was Pct  Aside Temporarily 

During 80’s Arms Cuts 

By MATTHEW L. WALD 
.American nuclear weapons plants 

have thousands of containers of plu- 
tonium that could spill their deadly 
contents before the material is prop- 
erly disposed of, posing significant 
risks to workers and some risks to 
the public as well, the Department of 
Energy said yesterday. 

The plutonium, 26 metric tons in 
liquids, solids and powders a t  13 
sites around the country, was left 
over when production of nuclear 
a r m s  materials abruptly stopped in 
the late 1980’s. Because few thought 
the shutdown would become perma- 
nent, much of the plutonium is being 
stored in forms that can leak. 

‘.‘The containers were really only 
intended to hold the stuff until we got 
around to recycling it in the next 
weapons campaign,” Dr. Tara J. 
O’Toole, Assistant Secretary of En- 
ergy for Environment, Safety and 
Health, said yesterday in a telephone 
conference call with reporters. Now, 
she said, radiation from the plutoni- 
um is breaking down metal and plas- 
tic in the containers; several have 
already leaked, prompting an  exten- 
sive study. And plutonium has been 

leased into the air inside weapons 
ants when cans have been opened. 
Some containers are so old that no 

one knows the form of the plutonium 
inside. Lawrence Livermore Nation- 
al Laboratory, in Livermore, Calif., 
has 282 such containers, of which 8 

are bulging because of “unanticipat- , 

ed conditions,” according to the En- 
ergy Department report, which was 
released yesterday. 

Dr. O’Toole made her comments 
after the Rocky Mountain News re- 
ported on the study on .Monday. The 
study identified Roc% Flats, near 
Denver, a s  being the most vulnera- 
ble, but also noted problems at the 
Savannah River site, near Aiken, 
S.C.; Hanford, near Richland, 
Wash.; the Los Alamos National ’ 

Laboratory in New Mexico; Odk 
Ridge, Tenn., and the Pantex Plant 
near Amarillo, Tex. 

Some data in the report had been 
released before, but the depart- 
ment’s overview, detailing 299 safe- 
ty and health problems, gave a dis- 
mal impression. 

“Over all, the department’s inven- 
tory of plutonium presents signifi- 
cant hazards to workers, the public 
and environment, and little progress 
has been made to aggressively ad- 
dress the problem,” the report said. 
“At nearly all major sites, this as- 
sessment identified conditions which 
pose hazards to workers, and sev- 
eral sites have vulnerabilities that 
could affect the public and environ- 
ment.“ 

The Energy Department is work- 
ing on ,plans to repackage the ma- 
terial and said it may take 10 to 20 
years to find a long-term solution to 

Cofltinued oti Page D20, Column 3 
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Stored~6u~o~taum Poses Dangers, 
Energy Department Sais 

Continued From Page AI 

the storage and disposal problems. 
Arjun Makhijani of the Institute 

for Energy and Environmental Re- 
search, which has been critical of the 
Energy Department, said: “What 
they have done to turn-off the weap- 
ons complex, in everyday terms, is 
like turning off your car, including 
power steering and power brakes, 
when you’re going down the road a t  
60 miles per hour. You lose all the 
tools for controlling the beast.” 

The plutonium is in various 
forms; some ofit is not in containers 
at all, but in piping, air ducts and 
process tanks. No one is certain how 
much is in pipes and ducts, Dr. 
O’Toole said, but “we think we know 
where most of it is.” 

The material in tanks could con- 
centrate itself in  a way that could 
cause an accidental nuclear chain 
reaction, and the plutonium in ducts 
and pipes could also accidentally 
come together into a “critical mass” 
during cleanup operations, officials 
said. Such a chain reaction would not 
produce much of a blast but could 
give off a life-threatening shower of 
neutron radiation in the immediate 
area, experts said. 

Plutonium stored in plastic bags 
or metal cans attacks its packaging 
in several ways. In some cases radi- 
ation breaks down plastic and makes 
hydrogen gas. “Eventually you have 
a pressurized container, and that 
stuff leaks into the environment,” 
Dr. O‘Toole said. 

She said that in  other cases, the 
radiation weakens the metal in what 
the department calls tuna cans, 
small containers of plutonium. 

u 
The plutonium study, described as 

the largest the department has done, 
concluded that packaging is “widely 
deficient for long-term storage,” 
which Dr. O’Toole said meant 10 
years or more. 

Department officials said yester. 
day that they did not know how long 
it would take to repackage materials 
or to process them into more stable 
forms, or how much it would cost. At  
Rocky Flats, where plutonium was 
shaped into the form used in bombs, 
the Energy Department will spend 
$200 million to stabilize plutonium, 
Dr. O’Toole said. 

Meanwhile, conditions in the 35 
sites covered in the study are  getting 
worse, the study said. Weapons 
plants have lost staff, Dr. O’Toole 
said, and preventive maintenance 
has been cut back. 

Groups opposed to nuclear weap- 
ons described the risks as  grave but 
said that, because of budget prob- 
lems, a cleanup was not assured. 

“The Republicans have been talk- 
ing about cutting what is generally 
thought of as an environmental 
cleanup program, some green, tree- 
hugging program,” said Daryl Kim- 
ball, a spokesman for the Physicians 
for Social Responsibility. “ I f  you 
take a look a t  risks that are out 
there, one needs to think twice 
whether these programs can be re- 
duced.” 

The design of some plants makes 
inspections difficult. the Energy De- 
partment’s report said. At Rocky 
Flats, some containers with liquid 
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HOW IT HAPPENS 

The Breakdown of Plutonium Storage 
’ ,I 

Tape 
Two layers of ... 
polyethelene Hydrogen Plastic breach . 
plastic 
Plutonium Plutonium . .  
Lead-lined hydride 
outer can .. 

STORAGE Five kilograms of BREAKDOWN Radiation from the DISPERSAL When the can is ’ I. 

plutonium metal wrapped in plutonium breaks down the opened and the bag pulled. the .~ 
plastic, placed in a lead-lined , .plastic. creating hydrogen, bag disintegrates and oxygen . :. 
outer can and sealed with tape - 0 ,  

10 years ago. um to form plutonium hydride. with the plutonium hydride to .-. 

, .’ 

which interacts with the plutoni- from the air reacts chemically 

disperse the plutonium, con- 
taminating the area. r 

Source: 10s Alamos National Laboratory 
. .  

The New York Tlines 

plutonium solutions have neutron- 
absorbing material inside, to reduce 
the chance of an accidental chain 
reaction. That material can be in- 
spected only by draining the tanlis, 
but the tanks cannot be drained.be- 
cause Rocky Flats is shut down. .; 

The report found numerous risks 
to ‘workers, from the chance of an 
accidental chain reaction, which cre- 
ates a localized shower of radiation, 
to the breakup of plutonium into fine 
particles, which can cause cancer if 
they are inhaled. It found several 
situations that could pose risks to the 
public, but said that all of them were 
unlikely to become problems. . ’ 

Those included five buildings at 
Rocky Flats with more than 8;OOO 
drums containing plutonium and 
combustible materials, where large 
internal fires or explosions could 
break the buildings open. Some 
buildings at Rocky Flats are also 
vulnerable to earthquakes and air- 
plane crashes. 

~ ~ u t o n i u m  in solutions in 1a;ge 
tanks a t  Savannah River, a plutoni- 

’ um manufacturing site, could acci- 
dentally concentrate and cause a nu- 
clear reaction, allowing it to become 
airborne, the study found. At  the 
Mound laboratory site in .Miamis- 

burg .  Ohio, a building where plutoni- 
um is stored has no high-efficiency 
filters to protect the public if the 
packaging fails. At Hanford, in 
Washington State, where plutonium 
was manufactured and purified, ‘15 
unused buildings have “plutonium 
remaining in equipment or under- 
neath scalants such a s  paint,” the 
report found. “Some of these facili- 
ties have combustible structures and 
roofs; fires could result in off-site 
releases of plutonium.” . :,- 
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Ex-staffers lease areas of closing nuclear lat 
By Timothy R. Gaffney 

1 Eight budding businesses, on 
Monday signed leases that will let 
them set up shop at the Mound 
plant in Miamisburg. 
. Although chey represent just a 
handful of jobs, the businesses are 
the first to sign leases for the com- 
mercial use of facilities at a De- 
partment of Energy nuclear weap- 
ons plant. 

The signing ceremony capped 15 
nths of efforts by federal, state 
local ot‘fcials to begin convert- @ g Mound to commercial opera- 

!ions. The Energy Department is 
phasing oui the plant’s weapons 
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work. 
The companies signed leases 

with Miamisburg’s’ Mound Com- 
munity Improvement Corp., the 
city’s economic development arm. 

“The action that we are taking 
today will provide new jobs and 
opportunities,” said City Manager 
John Weithofer, speaking as presi-: 
dent of MCIC. 

He said all of the businesses: 
were started by current ,pr former 
Mound employees. “We’are proud 
of what they have achieved as a re-’ 
sult of their vision and their perse- 
verance,” he said. 

The businesses will create 30: 
jobs initially. That number should 
grow to 75 by 1996, officials said. : 

That’s a drop in the bucket corn- : 
pared to the approximately _ _ _  . .  ..._ _ _  1,000 
jobs hound has lost in the past 
few years, and Weithofer warned 
not to expect dramatic changes. ’ 

“We recopize that progress will ; 
slow and steady, and our indi- i 
ual gains are likely to be modest Q nd incremental,” he said, .-... -, .. .’ , 

More companies are negotiating 
leases. 

Miamisbur;: Mayor Dick Church 
introduced 3dl Thaler, president 
of Thaler Machne Co., who said he 
wants to  move some of his busi- 

. 

Name: American Home Deco- 
rating Froducts 
0 President: Cherng Chang 
0 Business: Assembly and mar- 
keting ni calendars and home deco- 
rating mterials . 

sl Name: Indus3ial Imaging 
Associates 
0 President: George Wooten 
0 Business: Socic imaging 
technology for quality and safety 

.testing 

Name: Kinetica Inc. - 
Q President: Jim Pickard 
0 Business: Safety and hazard 
analysis of reactive chemical 
processes 

-- WName: MCK Analytical, Inc. 
0 President: Chris Kinard 
0 Business: Environmental 

analysis and evaluation . \ 

. ,*. 
I Name: Mound Engineering N ‘’ 

0 President: William Meflen . .,!jy+ 
0 Business: Safety analysis of + 

.I Name: Star City Inc. 
0 President: AI Munger . . . .k4. 0 Business: Munitions ._ 

I Name: Technology &Quality . ’ 
Services Inc. 
0 President:.Stan Abrahamson;! 

, 0 Business: Facilities planning 3 

and management 

and Analysis Group Inc. 4 

nuclear shipping packages 7 
9 

. * I  

.a\* 

I Name: Wheatville Technology . . J4 
Inc. :3.4 
0 President: Dick Carlson x 
0 Business: Precision detonator5 

‘? 
’ hPL 

fuels 

ness to Mound’s high-tech ma- 
chine shop. 

Thaler said his company, which 
specializes in precision machining, 
could use the facilities because his 
business has been growing and be- 
cause 14 of his employees formerly 
worked at Mound and know how 
to use the equipment. 

Another Mound s tar t -up,  ’ 
Mound Manufacturing Center 
Inc., has been using the shop on a 
fee-for-use basis. -4 Hodapp, presi- 
dent of Mound Manufacturing, 
said his 11-person company has 
suspended lease negotiations be- 
cause of questions about where it. 
will be located. 

The !exes are accually subleases 
with hliamisburg, which is leasing 
the facAities from the Energy De- 
partmeno for S1 per year. 

Michae! J. C-rauwe!man, Mound 
transition mmager, said seven of 
the eight businesses are leasing 
space in a four-story building that 
will s e r e  as a business incubator. 

He said they are getting below- 
market rates for their space - $3 
per square foot for office space and 
$4 per square foot for lab space 
during the first year. The total 
leased incubator space is 39,000 
square feet, he said. 

Star City Inc., a wholly owned 
subsidiary of EG&G Inc., will oc- 
cupy 30,000 square feet- in- four 
buildings a t  “market rates,” 
Grauwelman said. He declined to 
disclose the exact amount, saying 
it would hurt the city’s marketing 
efforts. Another*EG&G company, 
EG&G Mound Applied Technol- 
ogies Inc., operates the Mound 
plant for the Energy Depdrnki t .  
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Vi 
e next Mound Plant public meeting. 

subject will be twofold: 

First; members of the public will hear a.n 
updato o:i the status of Mound's Waste 
Management program. This will include an .. 
oppriunity for members of the public to pre- 
sent comments on-the Draft Site Treatment 

Second, members of Mound's Environmental 
Restoration staff wilt present an update on 
Operabls Unit 1's Proposed Plan. This Pra- 
p9,sed Flan Is currently In a pub!ic comment 
period. Members af the public will have the 
opportunity to formally conmeni on that 
'Propsed Plan at this meeting. 

Both documents are available for review at 
the Public Reading Room, 305 Central Ave., 
Miamisburg, OH 45342. 

0 GGZiZ &f~U/VD 6 + -- 
For inure infofmation, please contact Jolene Walker, ' 

EG&G Corrrrnmity Relations at (573) 865-4140. 

, 
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POUND NOTICE OF.PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Operable Unit 4 

Miami-Erie Canal 
Removal Action Engineering EvaluatiodCost Analysis 

Beginning J u l y  18, 1994 and continuing through August 19, 1994, the 
Dept. of Energy will accept public comments on the Removal Action . 

Engineering Evaluation/ Cost Analysis (EE/CA) within Operable . .  Unit 4,  
the Miami-Erie Canal. Res to ra t Ion 

Program 
In this Removal Action EE/CA, the DOE is recommending Excavation and Disposal as the.pre- 
ferrea'removal action alternative. . .  

This Removal Action EEKA has been reviewed by the regulatory agencies. 

The public is invited, and encouraged, to review the EE/CA at the DOE Mound.CERCLA Public . 
Reading Room, Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 Central Avenue, Mihisburg,.Ohio. 

. .  . ,- . .... 

- - 

All comments regarding the EEKA should be direct,ed to Jolene Walker, 
EG&G Community Relations, P.O. Box 300. OSE-145, 
;Miamisburg, Ohio 45343-3000. 

EGcG MOUND APPLIED 

.. 
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NEW MOUND businesses ana officials from the City of Miamisburg, EGSrG and DOE 
celebrate the signing of Ieases: PHOTO BY STEVE SANDLIN 

. by STEVE SANDLIN 
.Assistant Editor . . 

In a’ historical moment that 
Mound Trznsition officials have 
been workiEg toward for the 
past. 15 months, eight new busi- 
nesses signed leases to operate 
at  . t h e ’  Idlound . Advanced 
.Technology Center. at special 

emonies held Thursday .at the 

All of the new businesses will 
be operated by former Mound 
employees. 

“Today, we get converted,” 
said Miamisburg Mayor Dick 

@ ramisburg Civic Center. ’ . 

Church Jr. “We’re writing a new 
chapter i n  the  history of 
Miamisburg and proving that the 
Mound is fatile ground for pn- 
vate businesses .” 

Miamisburg City Manager 
John Wciihofer, who serves as 
chairmail of the Miamisburg 
Community Improvement 
Corporation. said, ”This is the 
first of its kind in the country.. ’, 

“,We are seeing the beginning 
of a major ecor,omic endeavrjr 
for. the entire Miami Val.le)l 
region,” nc said. “These leases 
represent aii.initinl . .. . . 30 to.75.j.obs 

w i t h .  t ha t  number e2pe.Cted to 
grow. ” 
.:,Weithofer said that. negotia- 
tions are continuing with several 
more companies who have been 
attracted to the MATC because ‘ 
of its combination of profession- 
al people and state-of-the-art 
equipmmt and facilities. 

One of the companies that 
signed a lease Thursday is Star 

. .City ‘Incorporated, a subsidiary 
of EGgiG, which has already 
begun operations on an interim 
basis. The company designs 
small precision devices for mili- 

’ tary and commercial munitions, 



c L 

prociucrs rind also plans to 
ksploit other available technolo- 
s i c s  at thz Mound., such  as 
ceraniics md printed circuits. 

Star City will initially employ a o to 12 people, growing to 35 
within the first year of operation. 
The business will occupy 30,000 
square feet of four buildings at 
the Mound site and has  signed a 
five year lease with additional 
options tot a 1 ing another f i v 2 
years. 

.. 

“THE DOE has invested mil- 
lions of dollars in the technolop 
o f  explosives and ignition 
devices.” said S tar  City 
President AI Munger. “We now 

. . hope. to bring this.;knowledge to 
the private sector ar.d build upon 
that 2s a marketing base. 

“Private business has battled 
ttie’ bureaucracy for a number of 
years to set to this technology, 
and iiow we are.in the position 
to make it easy as our doors are 

‘open,“ he said. 
The Mound Business 
evelopment Center ,will host ‘6 e other seven businesses which 

signed leases, all of which are 
headed by current or  former 
Mound employees. The center 
will occupy 36,000 square feet 
of the former COS Building, to 
serve :is a business incubator for 
the growth of new companies. 

- Lease terms for these tenants are 
three years with graduating lease 
rates over the term. 

“Our intent from the very 
beginning was to establish a 
solid program to help people,” 
said Miamisburg’s Mound 
Transit ion Manager Mike 
Grauwelman. “The signing of 
these leases represents the 
achievement of two objectives 
the community had set for itself 
relative to the Mound. 

“The first objective was to pro- 
vide. Mound employees the  
.opportunity to control their own 

uture throush business owner- .chip rind entreprene~nalism,~’ he. 
said. ”The second was to pro- 
vide ;i \;chicle for the creatir.,o 
and locatins of new businesses 
at the Mound.” 

The  .tenants at the Mound 
B us i 11 ess De ve 1 opmen t Cent e r 

are: 
The Mound Engineering Br 

Agnlysis  Group Inc., he&d’%Y- 
IVilliam Merten of West 
Cmollton, which conducts tech- 
nical safety analysis reports on 
nuclear shipping padxazes to 
certify their use. 

Wheatville .Technology Inc., 
?;ended by the father-daughter 
team of Richard and. Nola 
Carlson of West Alexandria, 
w h Ich manufactures pyrotechnic 
fuel for controlled detonation 
devices. 

* Tech,nical. & Quality 
S e r v ices.,’ headed by:. S tan 1 e y 
Abrahamson of Dayton, which 
is a facilities planning and man- 
agement ‘services firm. 

.. - .  

’ (Continued on Page 13) 

. .  

(Continued from Page 1) 
0 Kinetica Inc:, .headed by Jim 

Pickard of Miamisburg, which 
conducts safety and hazardous 
analysis on reactive chemical 
processes. 

Industrial Imasing 
Associates, headed by George 
IV’ooten of Centerville, which 
uses 3-D imaging sound waxes 
to inspect and evaluate manufac- 
tured materials for construction 
quality and potential defects. 

*. Ainerican Home Decorating 
Products, headed by Che’rng 
Chans of Miamisburg, which 
assembles and markets calen- 
dars and home decorating mate- 
rials. 

0 MCK Analytical, headed by 
Chris Kinard of Cincinnati, 
which conducts environniental . 

analysis and evaluation. 
Phil Hamric, manaser of the 

Dzpartment of Energy’s Ohio 
Field Office, said that the DOE 
is committed to supportin, 0 eco- 
nomic development at  the 
blcund. 

“This is a new way of doi.n,o 
business for the DOE,” he said. 

“We are charting a new path. 
“We are  proud of the hard 

work and commitment everyone 
has shown throughout this 
effort ,” said Hamric. “ B u t  I 
would also stress the integrity, 
innovation and team\r’ork 
between the city, DOE and oth- 
ers has made this possible.” 

Hamric made special mention 
of the efforts of Miamisburs 
Mayor Dick Church. He pre- 
sented Church with a cap with 
“Barrier Buster” printed on the 
front. 

Church however said that it 
wasn’t just his efforts that is 
fueling the Mound transition. 

“This really is a team effort,” 
he said.  “Without everyone 
working as hard 2s they have, 
we would not have made it 
work.” 

Other  businesses will soon 
sign leases to operate at the 
Mound, said Church. 

“There are currently business- 
es operating under temporary 
occupancy arrangemen is that 
will  be signed soon,” he said. 
“And we are looking for more.” 
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Pubfic Csmment Period 
NOTICE 

EkgLNllng November 15.1994. and conttnuing through 
December 30. 1994. the Department of Energy is accepting 
Dubllc comment on the Promsed Plan for Orxiable Unit 1 

Enwironmental 
Restoration 
Program 

standards which may be  
scheduled for 7:OO mm.. 

' i t  the Mound Plant in Miarkburg.  Ohio. Ths Proposed Plan summarizes 
for the public the preferred cleanup strategy. the rationale for that prefer-. 
ence. reviews the alternatives presented in the Remedial InvesUgation Re- 
pit and Feasibility Study (RI/FS); and presents any watvers to cleanup 
proposed for this Operable Unit. A public hearing on this Proposed Plan is 
December 8. 1994. at  the Miamisburg Civic Center, Council Chambers. 10 

N. First Street. M i a k b u r g ,  OH 45342. Operzble Unit 1. Area B. of the Mound Plant in Miamisburg. 
occupies approximately 4 acres In the southwestern portion of the Plant. Area B includes a historic 
landfill stte. which was  used by Mound from 1948 to 1977. There are known releases of volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs) from Operable Unit 1 into the adjacent Buried Valley aquifer. In addi- 
Uon. trlUum has been d e t e c t d  !n water samples &en from wells in Area B. although the concen- 
tiation is below the safe.drinkizg water gddeltres. 

-In this Proposed Plan. DOE is recommending Collection. T v t m e n t  and Disposal of Groundwater as 
the preferred remedial action. After considcratlon of aU comments received, a final Record of Deci- 
slon wUI be issued formalizing h e  remediation decision. 

The Proposed Plan h a s  been re*.<ewed by regu!atory agencies and on-site remediation is expected to 
begi? in mld-1996. 

The public is invited to review the Plan entitled "Operable Unjt.1 Proposd Plan". a t  the DOE 
CERCLA Public Reading Room, Miamisburg Senior Adult Center. 305 E. Central Ave.. Miamisburg. 
Ohio. 

N I  cornrnents regarding the Proposed Plan should be directed to: 
Jolene Wuker 
EG&G Community Relnrions 
P.O. Bau 3000, 0.52-945 
Miamisburg. OH 45343-3000 
15131 865-41;:O 

n e* 
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OFernald. ? budget irks Glenn 
t 

cleanup !J cash pays for settlement with ex-workers 
J 

:WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
d l i n t o n  admin i s t r a t ion  h a s  
y u e d  part of the money budget- 
ep to  clean up a defunct weapons 
p p t  in Ohio to pay for a lawsuit 
settlement reached with former 
@ant workers. 
!The Energy Department took 

$10 million from the cleanup bud- 
det €or the idle government-owned 
u$anium foundry near Femald, 
Ohio, to pay for the first half of a 
$20 million settlement. The agree- 
njent provides lifetime medical 
r.-,.:nitoring, repayment of t he  
workers’ legal fees and some cash 
cbmpensation. 
;The budget move “effectively 

made a trade between environ- 
mental cleanup and worker health 
and safetv when it is not necessary 
fbr such a trade to be made,” Sen. 

e p h n  Glenn, D-Ohio, complained 

in a l e t t e r  made publ ic  
Wednesday. 

The Dec. 10-dated letter t o  En- 
ergy Secretary Hazel O’Leary com- 
plained that Fernald unfairly was 
being forced to absorb the cost of 
the settlement. It said the condi- 
tions that led to the lawsuit exist- 
ed at  other government bomb- 
makingplants, not just Fernald. 

“Most DOE. and contract pro- 
duction workers were exposed to  
hazardous and radioactive condi- 
tions,” Glenn wrote. “At best it is 
illogical and at  worst vindictive to  
penalize the program now tasked 
with cleaning up for previous de- 
cades of abuse and neglect.” 

At the plant, DOE spokesman 
Gary Stegner confirmed that the 
fiscal year 1995 cleanup budget in- 
cluded $10 million for a lawsuit set- 
tlement. He referred questions 

about the decision to Washington. 
A DOE spokesman in Washing- 

ton asked for a copy of Glenn’s let- 
ter but did not immediately pro- 
vide a response. 

The court-approved settlement 
ended a suit brought .by*4,000 
workers who believed their health 
was harmed by exposure to radio- 
active and hazardous materials at 
the plant where uranium was pro- 
cessed for nuclear weapons for 38 
years. 

The settlement set up a $5 mil- 
Ikn fund to provide lifetime medi- 
.tal monitoring of the workers and 
established a separate $15 million 
fund Rom which the lawyer fees 
and emotional distress. claims 
were to  be paid. 

Fighting the case for 4% years 
cost the government another $15 
million. 
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24 test oositive 1 :::. 

for ’91 radiation 
.. 

By Timothy R. Gaffney 
DAYTON DAILY ?!E’.% ._ 

Some Mound TIAX aorkers are 
questionmg thex safety in the 
wake of botched uL?e testing and 
an. announcement Wednesday 
that at least 24 workers appear $0 
have been exDosed to radiation 

. L  

uring a i99i decontamination 
O t r o i e c t  . 

Managers at the Department-&. 
E n e r g  plaiit. in XiLnisburg say it 
will take up to SLY rnonths to  con- 
firm the pre!imhii; test results 
and determine h o x  rnuch radia- 
tion the workers receiwd. 

I n  the meantime, mnagers  said, 
the employees have been restrict- 
ed from any work ;hat might .ex- 
pose them t.0 more radiation, and 
Mound is reviewing its decontami; 
nation and testing procedures. 
Managers said the sit.cation pre- 
sents no public hedth hazard. 

But the president of a union io- 
cal representing hourly workers at 
Mound said the situation has cre- 
ated an uproar among employees : 
and caused some r.0 qcestion thee  

“For something like this to  hap:-, 
pen, there’s not much faith in the.:. 
system right now,” said Gary Nol--. 
ley, president of Oil, Chemical and. ,. 
Atomic Workers’ Enion Chapter-?: _.. . * 
4200. .‘-Z , 

Nolley said he is specially cog! 
cerned  because  o the r  safety-; 
checks mxie riuriiig the decon- 0 tamination projerr. including na;’ 
.sal swabs a d  ~r monitoringt. 
didn’t indicate 32 exposure ,prob- 
lem. 

.. ’ safety. . .  

Dayton, Ohio, Thursday, December 15,1994 
X ~ c ) n ~ n t  1994. C m c n  N.:-ID~MIS. IX. 

I:: Octocer. managers acknowl- 
edged .ziioit..;~g :20 urine samples 
to sit. or; shepies for months or 
years icstead of testing them 
proxptly for radiation. The sam- 
ples hc!uded those collected in 

SEE MOUND/lOA’ 
- .  

’ 2- 

’ ZCNTINUEi3 FROM/lA 
: -1991 from 30 workers who were de- 
: Zontaminating a building as part 

;of Xound‘s environmental restora- - Zion progam. 
: !- The 1991 samples, and a second 
:- .-batch of 00 samples collected- in 
: 3993. ianguished in a storage 

.%uildinguntil an employee noticed 
: .:them sitling on a shelf earlier this 
:y.ear. 
--.Mound sent the samples to  a 
zommercial lab for analysis, but 

1 Xound safety personnel ques- 
: rxioned the results. 
: 2: That lab, Controls for Environ- 
:-aent.al Pollution of Santa Fe, 
:3.>1.! is now the target of a U.S. 
-Department of Justice investiga- 

i !tion because of similar questions 
- iaised by the Energy Depart- 
: s e n t ’ s  Sandia National Laborato- 

: .;: Mound collected new samples 
.porn the employees in October 
’. ;!nd sent them to another lab for 
: .analysis. 
. _  =Michael Sullivan, Mound’s vice 
. $resident for environment, safety 
a d  health, said preliminary re- 
Bsplts on.26 of the 30 samples col- 
2gcted from. workers involved in 
she  1991 project came back..Mon- 
day. 
::All but two tested positive for, 
Sctinium-227, the radioactive iso- 
Sope the workers were cleaning up.. 
ti- “We believe that these .data are 
?&id?” Sullivan said. 

. z- Managers informed the affected 
1 Zorkers of the results Tuesday, 
. -:..Actinium-227 emits beta parti- 
: 3Ies and has a halflife of 21.7 years, 

ze-ming a given amount in a hu- 
. man -- body would only be half gone 
: .after that period of time. 
; 1.’ SuMvan said actinium-227 tends 
- la accumulzte in the liver, but he 

Ziownplayed the potential health 
fisk. 

. >- 
, .  

:. 

53 in .Ubuquerque. 

. 
* .  

- -: “Exposure to radiation has been 
, .  wnnected at’high levels with in- 
::duction of cancer and a various 
; Zumber of health effects. At very - fow levels it’s difllcult to say what 
.. xou’d see,” he said. 
‘i :-. Sullivan said more testing will be 

Tequired, and a complex formula 
:%ill be used to detennine each 
; 3orker’s radiation dose. “Unfortu- . aately, you can’t generate a dose 
s-dculation off of one sample,” he 
said. 

. .- The remaining four samples 
; ‘fiom the 1991 batch are still being - Xested. Sullivan said he expects to 
:get results on the second batch of 
: :90 samples in early January. 
. --He said managers met with the 
: :gmployees Tuesday and “laid out 
: :the facts” without speculating on 
: :possible health effects. “Certainly 
e :-me employees are concerned,” he 
;.>aid. 
- L-. Nolley used stronger words. 
. ---“There’s a few people that un- 
II’derstand with a (decontamina- 
; %ion) job you’re going to  take some 
. risks, but there are a few people 

- -- 

. --. 

- 7 -  . 
* :- 

7 .-_ 

* Le. . _. 5. 

who are torn up,” he said. 
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DOE cuts for cleanup sites 
worry Mound, Miamisburg 
By Timothy R. Gaffney the cleanup wbrk have begun 
DAMON DAILY NEWS questioning their safety. 

Bracing for bad news, Miamis- 
bu rg  Mayor Dick Church  on 
Thursday afternoon said he would 
be “totally against” major cuts in 
money for cleaning up nuclear 
weapons sites. 

The Mound Plant is one of those 
sites, and Church is concerned be- 
cause the city is hying to convert it 
into a high-tech industrial park. 
Success hinges in part on getting 
the 306-acre hilltop site decon- 
taminated, as well as getting mil- 
lions of dollars in economic devel- 
opment financing from the Energy 

ven at  current funding levels, 
e Mound workers involved in 

Clinton administration sources 
say the Department of Energy has 
prepared a plan to cut $22 billion 
from its budget over five years, in- 
cluding $4 billion for weapons 
plant cleanup, according to news 
reports. The agency is spending 
$6 billion on cleanup this year, in- 
cluding $45 million at  Mound. 

The cucs me part of a broader 
government-cutting plan Presi- 
dent Clinton outlined in his speech 
to  the nation Thursday night. 

Envi ronmenta l  c leanup a t  
Mound has become the dominant 
activity as the Energy Department 
phases out its weapons programs. 
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workers contaminated 
during ’91 projec 
Union president says 
workers are afraid 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

At least 24 Mound workers appear to have been contaminated by 
adiation during a 1991 decontamination project. said Mike 
;ullivan, EG&G Mound’s new vice president of environmental 
afety and’health. 
Workers at the plant are afraid for their safety as the result of the 

iews, said Gary Nolley, president of the Oil, Chemical and Atomic 
.Vorkers union chapter at the plant. 
Sull’van held a press conference last Wednesday to announce that 

!rel#ary results from some’,bioassay testing of some 30 workers 
vho ad been tested for the presence of Actinium 227 in 1991. 
Those samples, and a second batch of 90 samples collected in 1993, 
.ad mistakenly been laying around in a storage building unt i l  an 
mployee noticed them earlier this year. 
Mound sent the samples to a commercial lab for analysis, but  

dound personnel questioned the results. That lab, Controls for, 
:nvironmental Pollution of Santa Fe, New Mexico, is now the tar- 
St of a U.S. Department of Justice investigation because of ques- 
ions raised by the U.S. Department of Energy. 
Mound collected new samples from the employees in dctober . -  and 
:nt them to another lab. 
‘A preliminary report.sh’ows that of the 26 results we’have back 1. 
Jm the 30, 24 have a positive indication for Actinium 227,” said j 
tllivk. He said that more testing will be required and a complex 
mula.will be used to calculate each worker’s radiation dose. . . .  1. 

an additional six months for credible 

Sullivan said that m 227 is a “unique isotope” that does not 
:cur in nature and it very hazardous. He said that the material 
nds . .  to collect in the liver after being inhaled, but said that a poten- - .  

risk’to.,the . .  exposed.workers is very low. 

“Exposure to radiation has been connected at high levels in induc- 
ancer‘ and a various number of health effects,” he said. “At 

er levels, it’s difficult to say what you’d see.” 
Mound officials notified the employees affected and has them on 

2stricted duty, away from any possible further contamination. 
Sullivan said that there was no 

:idication of contamination dur- 
2 9  the decontamination process 

. . . . .  I . .  L...... 
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where the workers were exposed. 
He said that air monitors and other 
physical controls showed no indi- 
cation of contamination. 

‘It’s unusual to have indications of intakes of radiation with no ?r pparent incident that caused them,” he said. “While this is a rela- 
tively high hazard job, to the best of our knowledge, the people 
working the job followed the procedures at that time. 

’-We’ve talked to the employees and they are certainly- con- 
cerned,” said Sullivan. “They want .to know ‘what’s the risk to 
me? ’ ” 

Many workers, not just those affected by this contamination, are 
concerned for the safety at the Mound plant, said Nolley. 

“Just how did we get hot?” he said people are asking. “Where did 
the system fail? 

“This has got a lot of people in an uproar,” said Nolley. “Thlxe’s 
not much faith in the (safety) system anymore.” 

Nolley said that he knew of some workers, including himself, i!iat 
worked in the same area where the 24 workers were when they 

were contaminated, and “to my 
“It’s my job to  make sure the work is done safely ... 

I f  I’m not confident, we don’t do the zcork.” 

knowledge, I was never tested. 

asked. 
“Why wasn’t I tested?’ he 

- Mike Sullivan 
vice president of environmental safety and health 

Sullivan defended the state 

“It’s my job to make sure 
Of safety controls at the 
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-FRANKLIN Chronicle 1 Tuesday, December 27,1994 
- _____ 

Mr. Wizard? 
. .  . .  

John Hehmeyer of EG&G Mound' Laborato- by the Department of Energy,'which does sci- 
ries presents a demonstration on magnetism ' ence presentations for,..allrhstudents I. i.n all 
and electricity to fourth-graders a t  Gerke Eie- grade levels. The goal of.;fbeiprograhm 'ist to 
mentary School fast week. Hehmeyer ,is part get students .interested,,in ,Scien>e. and .math 
of an education outreach program sponsored through these hands-on presentations:.,'. I. ' '.. 

. .  ... . . .  . .  
_I , . 
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EXTENSIGN NOTICE 
THE PUBLIC COMMENT PEFUOD FOR THE 
OPERABLE UNIT 1 PROPOSED PLAN HAS 
BEEN EXTENDED TO JANUARY 31.1995. 

Opcrablc Uni t  1 ,  Arca B, of thc Mound Plant in Mlamisburg. occupics ap-  
proxlmatcly 4 acres In the southwestern portion of the Plant. h a  B in- . 
cludes a hlstoric IandRll sltc. which was uscd by Mound from 1948 to 1977. 
Thcrc arc know~i rclcascs of volalllc organic compounds yVOCs) from. Op- 

erablc Unit I into the adJaccnt nuricd Vallcy aquifer. In addition. MUum has been dctcctcd In water 
samples takcn froin wclls in A r m  B, although thc conccntration is bclow thc safe drinking water 
guidclincs. 

Enyjronmental 
Frog ra m 
Restoration 

This Proposed Plan summarizes for the public the preferred cleanup strateg..the rationale for that 
prefercnce. reviews the alternatives prcscnted in the Remedial Investlgation Report and Feasibility 
Study (RI/FS], and presents any waivcrs to cleanup standards which may be proposed for this 
Operdblc Unlt. In thls Proposed Plan, DOE is recommending Collection. Treatment and Disposal of 
Groundwater as the preferred remedial actlon. After consideratlon of all comments received, a final 
Record of Dccision will be issued formalizing the rcmcdiation decision. 
Eased on comments received at  the Dec. 8 .  1994, Proposed Plan Public Meetin , it 
was determined that additional. supplementary information is needed. to e fain 

the CERCLA Public Reading Room by January 3. 1995. The PubUc Comment 
for the Operable U d t  1 Proposed Plan has been extended to January 31.  199E?e%E 
public is invited t o  review the Plan entitled "Operable Unit 1 Proposed Plan". (and 
supplementary information) at the DOE CERCLA Public Reading Room, Miamisburg 
Senlo; Adult Center, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisb*xrg. Ohio. 

All coinmcnts rcgarding the Proposed Plan sliould be dirccicd lo: 
Jolene Walker 
EC&G Community Relalions 
P.0. BOX 3000. OSE-245 
hfiamisburg. OH 45343-3M0 
15 I31 865-4 1 40 

the referred Remedial Action. This information will be provided t o  the pubAlc "p in 
the P o m  of an addendum to the Proposed PIen and will be available for review in 

United States  
Department of Energy, 
I\:8ound Plant, 
Miamisburg, OH 
Thursday, January 12,1995 
1 p.m. - Mound Cafeteria 

The United States Deparlrnent of Energy has prepared a draft 
Strategic Plan for the Mound Site in Miamisburg, Ohio, and will 
conduct a public meeting to gather public input into the plan. The 
public is invited to attend this open public meeting to be held at 
Mound on Thursday, January 12, 1995, at 1 p.m. Individuals will 
be required to bring some form of photo identification for entrance 
into the facility. Interested individuals can review the DOE Strate- 
gic Plan which is currently available in the DOE Public Reading 
Room located at the Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 E. 
Central Avenue, M iamisbu rg . 

For more information on the DOE Strategic Plan or the meeting,'. 
contact Mike Reker, Miamisburg Area Off ice, U,S. Department of 
Energy at (513) 865-3254. 

. .  

.., 
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No leaking plutonium barrels at 
Mound, officials sa 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

There are no leaking barrels of 
plutonium at the Mound, accord- 
ing to EG&G officials who 
appeared at the Miamisburg City 
Council meeting on Dec. 20. 

Mike Sullivan, EG&G 
Mound’s new vice president of 
environmental safety and health, 
and Richard Higgins, another 
new EG&G environmental offi- 
cial, appeared before the council 

er questions as a result of 
re tow news reports of employ- 
ees who were tested with radia- 
tion exposure and reports that 
several DOE sites, including the 
Mound, have improperly stored. 
radioactive materials. 

“We do have small quantities 
of plutonium at the site, but 
there’is no risk to the communi- 
ty,” said Sullivan. “We have no 
leaking drums of plutonium at 
the Mound.” 

Higgins said that the Mound 
has less than one tenth of a per- 

cent of the plutonium holdings 
of the Department of Energy, 
“even though news reports made 
it appear we had much more, we 
only have about 30 kilograms. 

“And there is no evidence of 
leaking or corroded packages of 
plutonium at the Mound,” he 
said. 

Eventually, all plutonium will 
be removed from the Mound 
site, probably fairly soon; how- 
ever, Higgins told council that 
the tritium on site would not be 
fully removed until about 2001 
if a waste site can be found by 
then. 

THE TRITIUM presents no 
danger to the community at large 
either, said Higgins. , 

‘The risk is negligible, for the 
city of Miamisburg it is about as 
close to zero as you can get sta- 
tistically,” he said. 

Sullivan said that throughout 
the years the work with radioac- 
tive materials at the Mound, 

there has never been “any threat 
to the community.” 

He said that EG&G takes sam- 
ples of soil, water and air from 
as far away as 25 miles away to 
check for any possible contami- 
nation from the plant. 

“We took 4,500 samples last 
year and only 1,600 to 1,700 
samples are required each year,” 
said Sullivan. 

The officials also addressed the 
recent reports of 26 Mound 
workers’ tests coming bzck posi- 
tive for doses of Actinium. 

“We do not understand yet 
how this happened,” said 
Sullivan. “As far as we can tell, 
people were following the prop- 
er procedures at the time.” 

Procedures for keeping track of 
the bioassay samples taken from 
employees who work in a haz- 
ardous site have been improved. 
said Sullivan. 

“We now have a rigorous chain 
of custody process for these 
samples,” he said. 
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MOUND Public Comment Period 
EXTENSION NOTICE' 
THE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOR THE 
OPERABLE UNIT 1 PROPOSED PLAN HAS 
BEEN EXTENDED TO JANUARY 31,1995.  

Operablr Unit 1,  Area B. of the Mound Plant in Miamisburg. occupies 'ap- 
proximately 4 acres in the southwestern portion of the Plant. Area B ln- 
eludes a historic landfill site. which was used by Mound from 1948 to 1977. 
There are known releases of volatile organic compounds (VOCsJ from Op- 

erable U n i t  1 into the adjacent Buried Valley aquifer. In addition, tritium has been detected in  water 
samples taken from wclls in Area E. although the concentration is below the safe drinking water , 

guidelines. 
This Proposed Plan summarizes for the public the preferred d e a n u p  strategy, the rationale for F a t  
preference. reviews the altcmatlves prescnted in the Remedial Investigation Report and Feasibility 
Study (RI/FS). and presents any waivers to cleanup standards which may be  proposed for this 
Operable Unit. In this Proposed Plan, DOE is recommending Collection. Treatment and Disposal of 
Groundwater as the preferred remedial action. After consideration of all comments received. a final 

Based on comments received at the Dec. 8, 1994. Proposed Plan Public M e e t h  it  
was determined that additional, supplementary information is .needed to  e k i n  

the form of a n  addendum to the Proposed Plan and will be available for review in 
the CERCLA Public Reading Room by January 3. 1995. The Publk Comment eriod 
for the Operable Unit 1 Proposed Plan has been extended to January 3 1 .  1 9 9 2  The 
public is invited t o  review the Plan entitled "Operable Unit 1 Proposed Plan". (and 
supplementary information) at the DOE CERCLA Public Reading Room, Miamisburg 
Seruor Adult Center, 305 E. Central Ave.. Miamisburg. Ohio. 

All comments regarding the Proposed Plan should be directed to: 
Jolene WaUter 
EC&G Community Relations 
P.O. Box 3000. OSE-245 

- 

. .  

Environmental 
Restoration 
Program 

Record of Decision will be  issued formalizing the remediation decision. - .  

the preferred Remedial Action. This information will be provided to the pub 7 IC in 

hfiamisbug. OH 45343-3000 
15131 865-1140 

- .  
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A80'VE: Chevy Blszers ~cIl c ~ f f  ;!;e asserrrbly line in Moraine. The redesigned sport-utility vehicfe 113s 

scld well enough fcr GM ?; ;x!d 1,000 jobs at  the X.lo!ziine Assembly Plant. 



The auto industry boomed, 
and autoworkers worked 
record overtime. 

It was the year that mega- 
retailers came t o  the area, giving 
long-standing companies even 
more competition. The biggest 
corporate reshuffle of the year was 1 
Mead Corp’s sale of its computer 
inform at ion business . 

Reporters Mike Casey, Jim Dil- 
lon, Jim Bohman and Tim Gaffney * 

e 

LER: AI Hodapp, president of 
Mound Manufacturing Center, Inc., 
watches machinist Pete  
Hutchinson operate  a computer-, - 

controlled grinder. Several small  
companies  like theirs have 
started doing commercial work at 
Mound. 
PHOTOS BY SKIP PETERSON A N D  ED ROBERTS 
DAMON OAILY NCNS 

Blazer hits the road 
General Motors Corp.3 Moraine Assem- 

bly Plant was the scene of the big automo- 
tive news in 1994 and will continue to boo: 
local employment this year. After the com 
pletion of a S300-mdlion retooling project, 
the plant reopened in May to produce 199: 
Chevrolet Blazer and GMC Jimmy. 

The plant relied heavily on teams of 
hourly and management employees to 
ensure quality in the new sport utilities. Fc 
example, hourly workers received permis- 
sion to shut down the assembly line to  fix 
quality problems. 

Sales for the vehicles persuaded GbZ to 
add a 1,000 workers in 1995 to start addi- 
tional production the mid part of this yea 

. 

Honda to expand 
Last year Honda Motor Co. said it 

will create at least 725 jobs in Ohio, 
where it already has 10,500 employess. 

The automaker will increase auto 
production at East Liberty from 
150,000 to 220,000 cars a year by 1997. 
Company officials say that will mean 
400 new assembly jobs. , 

In addition, Honda will expand its 
Engine Plant in Anna, boosting annu- 
al production from 500,000 to 750,000 
by 1998 and adding 200 workers. The 
research and design facility near 
Marysville will add about 125 workers 
to  begin development of two new 
Acura models. 

. prepared these highlights for 1994: 



Thousands wait for jobs 

bYAck for its fiscal year ended Oct. 31, 1994, mark- 
ing the company’s first profitable year since 1989. 
The reason: booming truck sales. The local 
impact: 500 good-paying jobs at  one of the Miami e The issue ofjobs became a showdown between 

Navistar International Corp. broke into the 

alley’s biggest employers. 

the Chicago-based company and its union workers 
in Springfield, where Navistar has 5,700 employ- 
ees. Workers rejected concessions, but Navistar 
still announced it would add jobs at Springfield. 

The truck manufacturer needed the workers to 
keep up with expanding demand. The prospect of 
jobs paying $18 an hour brought thousands of 
applicants. 

Ketterhg gets good news  
Kettering got some relief in its efforts to find 

new business for Gentile Air Force Station in 
May when the Defense Department announced 
plans to  put a 750-job military payroll center 
there for the Defense Finance and Accounting 
Service. 

Gentile is one of the mrlitary sites that is 
being closed as part of the government’s effort 
to rightsize the military for the post-Cold War 
world. Dominated by the Defense Electronics 
Supply Center, which is being consolidated 
with a sister unit in Columbus, Gentile 
accounts for nearly 2,000 local defense Jobs. 

_. - .- , SEE YEAR/4G 

b Year 
COKTINUED fTK:M/lG 

Fjj~;st s teps  :A Mound 
- - -  Another local defense site, the 
M o m d  nuclear weapons plant, 

., w.on i t s  first small victories in 
efforts to  convert to commercial 
wmk as the.Department of Ener- 
...gylp hases out wcapons making. 
l c i In  October ,  Depa r tmen t  of 
$&hergy Secretaiy Hazel O’Leary 
- k k s e n t e d  Miamisburg officials 
:kvith a check fo: $10 million, the 
-first instal lmet i t  of what  they 
hope will be a $28 million eco- 

: B b i c  redevelor tnent for Mound. 
:;.‘f,n December,  c i ty  officials 
;&pped 15 mocths  of efforts by 
:$igning leases with eight small 
’$companies that will use Mound 
-fu analytical se:vices and manu- 
,fac.turing. . .  
;&ery expands 
““$early three years after busi- 

ess losses raiszd doubts about 
e s - s u r v i v a l ,  air shipper Emery 

Worldwide announced comple- 
tion of a $33 million expansion 

pmd modernization of i ts  North 
. M e r i c a n  hub a4 Dayton Interna- 
t ional  Airport. 

. . _  - .. 

. ;fifter losing $: 08.5 &ion from 
1 t t U  through 1E91, the company 

‘-r-csv_amped i ts  business plan, ’ 
f9cused on ne,v marke ts  and 
jogged $34 million in earnings for 
the first half of 1994. 

4 subsidiary of Consolidated 
.Freightways, Inc., Emery has  
more than doubled its Dayton 
yofk  force since 1991 to  2,300 
employees. 

0.R the info road 
-$lead Corp. exited the so-  

-called informati In superhighway 

- -  

Steven C. Mason: Presided 
over sale of Data Centrzll 

in 1994 when it sold Mead Data 
Central, better known as LEIUS- 
NEXIS, to Anglo-Dutch publish- 
ing giant Reed Elsevier plc for 
$1.5 billion. ~ 

Steven C. hlason, Mead’s chair- 
man and chief executive, 
announced in mid-May t h a t  
Mead would sell or spin off the, 
$551 million electronic publishing 
and information retrieval unit by 
the end.of  the.year  so Mead 
Corp. could focus on its core for- 
est products business. The deci- 
sion affected 3,700 Mead Data  
employees worldwide, including 
2,000 based in Miami Twp. 

Eventually, Reed Elsevier beat 
such major media companies as 
Toronto-based Thomson Corp. 
and Los Angeles-based Times- 
Mirror Co. for the rights to  Mead 
Data. Mason and Herman Brug- 
gink, executive director of legal 
and medical publishing for Reed 
Elsevier, announced the  pur-  
chase agreement Oct. 4. 

Reed Elsevier and Mead com- 
pleted the  deal Dec. 2 . .Reed 
changed Mead-Data Central’s 
name t o  LEXIS-NEXIS and  
announced its intent to increase 
profits, primarily through 
in c r e as e d rev en u e. LE X I  S -, 
NEXIS also will offer a broader; 

._ . .. . .. . .. - 

range of titles in 1995, including 
some in book and CD-ROM form. 

Reed Elsevier started making 
management changes at  LEXIS- 
NEXIS Dec. 19 by replacing 
Rebecca Wendy Bass. vice presi- 
den t  of legal information ser- 
vices, with Paul Brown, a top offi- 
cial with Butterworths, Reed 
Elsevier’s legal publishing arm 
based in the United Kingdom. 

Big stores hit area 
The Dayton are2 witnessed a 

proliferation of retail stores in 
1994 as Lowe‘s, Best Buy, Kohl’s 
and SUN Television & Appli- 
ances opened multiple outlets 
here. Shoppers benected as one 
sale followed another. 

Lowe’s, a home-improvement 
and electronics chain from North 
Carolina, opened four 140,000- 
square-foot stores. Best Buy, a 
consumer electronics chain from 
Minneapolis, opened t h e e  stores 
t h a t  compete with REX TV & 
Appliance Centers aEa Roberds, 
a furniture, electronics and appK- 
ance retailer. Late in the year 
SUN Television & Appliances 
arrived from Columbus with its 
fist two Dayton arei stores that 
compete with all of the above. 
Meanwhile, Roberds and REX 
erected additional stores near 
the Mall at Fairfie!d Commons in 
Beavercreek. 

Kohl’s, a fast-growing speciali- 
t y  department stores company 
from Milwaukee, brought new 
competition to Elder-Beerman, 
Lazarus, :J.C. Penney and Sears 
by opeliing three area stores. 

New anchor at Mall 
The 25-year-old Dayton Mall 

began work in 1994 on a remodel- 
ing prograrg that wdl place a new 
J.C. Penney s tore  in the f ront  
parking lot and a fourth depart- 
ment store, McAlpin’s, in the cur- 
rent J.C. Penney building. 

T h e  $20 million tha t  JMB 
Retail Properties, Chicago, is 
spending on mall improvements 

. includes renovated concourses. 
The changes are to keep current 
with the five-anchor Mall at Fair- 
field Commons in Beavercreek 
and shopping centers springing 
up around the area. 

In addition, a site at the rear of 
the mall near Sears has been set 
aside for a fifth anchor store. Mall 
officials hope to sign Parisian as 
the next anchor. 

Sears and Lazarus a h  com- 
pleted remodelings of  their Day- 
ton Mall stores in which both 

, retailers added sales floors. 



Fuss over PCs 
., L-ast %ummer the Centerville 
Board of Education raised the ire 
of Jerre L. Stead, chairman of 
AT&T Global Information Solu- 
tions, (formerly NCR Corp.) and 
his subordinates when the ' e schools selected IBM Corp. to I 

supply nearly 500 personal com- I 

pu te r s  for elementary class- I 

rooms. Stead objected strenu- 
ously tha t  his company could , 
provide similar computer hard- ! 
ware and software for $250,000 ' 

less than the $2.1 million being 
paid for IBM equipment. The 
company sent  letters t o  1,700 
current and retired employees 
explaining its position. 

The anger expressed by top 
management at  AT&T GIS 
threatened an impo&ant vote on 
a 5.9 mill school operating levy. 
Two previous votes on larger 
levies had failed and major cut- 
backs loomed. 

Tensions cooled early in Octo- 
ber when the school board and 
Stead issued a conciliatory letter 
in which Stead declared the com- 
pany's suppor t  for quality 
schools. School district voters 
approved the tax levy in Novem- 
ber by a 52 percent ratio. 

Shopsmith OP tightrope 
Shopsmith Inc., a locally based 

manufacturer and marketer of 
woodworking power tools for '  
hobbyists, skirted financial disas- i 
ter in 1994 when the lingering 
effects of the early 1990s reces- 
sion slowed product sales a t  its 
chain of 22 Woodworking Unlim- J 

ited stores across the United : 
States and Canada. The compa- 
ny was forced to close all of its 
stores except for the one next to 
the factory on Poe Avenue. That 
setback caused publicly-traded 
Shopsmith shares to be delisted 
on NASDAQ.  However, by 
November, Shopsmith was a 
much smaller operation, again 
selling i ts  five-in-one Mark V 
power tool through mall and 
county fair demonstrations and 
mail order. In the fiscal second 
quarter, ended Oct. 1, 1994, the 
company reported a net profit of 
$265,000 or 11 cents per share. In 
the same quarter a year earlier, 
the company posted a net loss of 
$1.3 million or 55 cents per share. 

. 

I 
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ories, changes 

of the Mound and brought with her a $10 million check - seed 
money for the Mound Partnership’s efforts to commercialize 
the Mound. 

1994 was also the year that ;I citizens committee, the Friends 
of Miamisburg, accepted the challenge of trying to find ways to 
revitalize Miamisburg‘s downtown. As part of a National 
League of Cities program. a consulting firm. Hyett-Palma. 
developed an action plan to revitalize the downtown. A com- 
munity partnership was formed with the city and efforts are 

.ongoing to raise funds LO set plans in motion. 
Other businesses moving into or expanding in Miamisburg 

during 1994 included MIM, Trader Publishing. the.DOE Ohio 

(Continued on Page 14) 

Miamisburg 1994 ... 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Field Office, LMosier, Hi-Teq, Best Buy, 
Sears home Life. McDonald’s, Taco Bell, 
the Lone Star Steak House and the Manor 
Care Nursing Home. 

Monarch Marking, Pitney Bowes, 
announced that they intend to sell the busi- 

Also in 1994, the parent company of 

lergy Secretary Hazel O’Leary tours the Mound ness. 
achine shop. P 

Other highlights of 1994 included: 
The city police department received a 

$225,000 grant under the new Crime Bill laving human resources ... 
by STEVE SANDLIN 

Assistant Editor 
The year 1994 was a historic 

Miam isburg. 
pments at the Mound 

jvanced Technolo,vy Center 
:minnted the news throughout 
2 year. 

passed by Congress to hire three new police 
officers. 

Aubrey Baker was promoted to Assistant 
Police Chief. 
. Miamisburg Police Officer James Royse 
was named the I994 Officer of the Year by 
the Montgomery County Association of 
Police Chiefs. 

The city’s parks and recreation depart- 
ment received a new director, Becky Benna. 



' ~ T h q j t y  received :i portion of a $4.6 mil- 
li6n $-:& it-om DOE for the relocation of 
Community Park which will include a new 
$3.2 million s\virnmin,v pool complex. 

The old Mound Golf Course Clubhouse 

Elf new clubhouse. 

Bicycle Adventure brought 2,700 cyclists 
into town for an overnizht visit. 

tom down and construction is in process 

The Sixth Annual Bob Evans Great Ohio 

Maue Road improvements were complet- 

Three new firefighters were hired to 
ed and the road reopened to traffic. 

bring [he strength of the city fire department 

The city began a study on trash pickup 
services i n  the city, raising a lot ofcontro- 
versy by suggesting that they may charge 
cilizens for trash pickup in the future. . 

7 -  to -)-I. 

Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary joined EGSrG, City of Miamisburg and other local offi- 
cials in a ribbon cutting ceremony for the new DOE Ohio Field Office that has been 
located at the Mound facility. 

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE 
United States 
Department of Energy, 
Mound Plant, 
Miamisburg, OH 
Thursday, January 12,1995 
1 p.m. - Mound Cafeteria 

The United States Department of Energy has prepared a draft 
Strategic Pian for the Mound Site in Miamisburg, Ohio, and will 
conduct a public meeting to gather public input into the plan. The 
public is invited to attend this open public meeting to be held at 
Mound on Thursday, January 12, 1995, at 1 p.m. individuals will 
be required to bring some form of photo identification for entrance 

to the facility. Interested individuals can review the DOE Strate- 
Plan which is currently available in the DOE Public Reading b oom located at the Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 E. 

Central Avenue, Miamisburg. 
For more information on the DOE Strategic Plan or the meeting, 
contact Mike Reker, Miamisburg Area Off ice, U.S. Department of 
Energy at (513) 865-3254. 
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United States 
Qepartment of Energy, 
Mound Plant, 
Miamisburg, 02-1 

I p.m. - Mound Cafeteria 
Thursday, January 12, -1995 

The Uni-ied States Department of Energy has prepared a draft 
Str&egic Plar, for the Mound Site in Miarnishrg, Ohio, and will 
condcc! a pubiic meeting to gather public input into the plan. The 
public is invited to attend this open public meeting to be held at 
Momd on Thursday, January 12, 1995, at 1 p.m. Individuals will 
be required to bring some form of photo identification for entrance 
into the facili!y. Interested individuals can review the DOE Strate- 
gic Plan which is currently available ip, the DOE Public Reading 
Rooiri located at the Miamisburg Senior Atkilt Center, 305 E. 
Cenirsl Avenge, Miamisburg. 

For more information on the DOE Strategic Plan or :he meeting, 
contact Mike Reker, Miamisburg Area Office, U S .  Department of 
Energy at (51 3) 865-3254. 

__.- 
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T I E  PTJBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOR TEE 
OPEFLWLE -3NT 1 PROPOSED PLAN I U S  
SEEN EXTZKDED.TO JANUARY 31. 1095. 

Opcrablc Unit 1 ,  Arca 0, of thc Mound Plant In Mlaniisburg. occuplcs ap-  
proxinia!cly 4 ncrcs In Ulc southwcstcrn portion of thc Plant. Area B In-. 
ciudcs a hlutor!c 1ar:dnll sitc. which was uscd by hlound koni 1948 to 1977. 

arc h o w n  rclcascs dvolatilc organic compounds (’?OCs] from Op- 

Environmental 
Ramlalion 
7:ograrn 

crablc Unit 1 Into thc adjaccnt Euricd Vallcy aqulrcr. In addition, tritium I& bccn dctcctcd In watcr 
samplcs talccn from wclls in Arca 8. although Ihc conccntrallon Is bclow thc s a k  drhklng watcr 
guidcllncs. 
Thls I’roposcd Plan summar-zes Tor thc public Ihc prcfcrrcd cleanup strategy, thc ratlorialc for %at 
prcicrcnce. revicws Uic altcrnaCvcs prcscntcd in thc Ikmcdial Invcstfgat!on Report and Feaslbllity 
Study [Rl/FSl,  and p r c x n t s  any :vaivcrs to clcanup standards whlch niay bc proposcd for this 
Opeii~blc Unit. In thls P r o p s c d  Plan. DOE is rcconinicndlrig Collcclion. Treatment and Disposal of 
Grorindwatcr a s  thc przfcrrcd rcrncdlal act!on. A k r  consIdcrat!on of ail comments rcccivcd. a final 
Rccord of Dccislon will bc  !ssucd rormal!zing the rcrncdiation decision. 
Brsed on c o m i e n t a  r-czivtd st the Dee. S ,  1394, Proposed Plsn.Plzblic Meetins, !t 
waa deterrnined that 2dditio:izI. Y : I ~  lemcntary informetian !e nzcded to CT?R?* 
f-be referred Remedial Action. This k o r n a t i o n  will be provided to the pub I: In 
tSs 70x11 of an sddendrnrn 20 the Proposed Plan and mill bc Z-iailable for review in 
the CERCLA B”ubl1ci 2 e z d h g  Ii‘som by January 3, 1095. The Plb:lc Comment period 
for the Operable Unlt 1 .?ropoecd Plan has been extended to  Jmusry 3 1 ,  199b. The 
pubI!c is invited t o  review t h e  Pian entitled “Operable Unit I P r o p o ~ e d  Plan”. (znd 
eu3 1ementcu-y hfor-mat!an) st t h e  DO2 CERCLA Public R e a s n g  Room, Miamisburg 
S n L r  Addt Center. 295 E. c:ntra\ kve. ,  Miamisburg, Ohio. 

All cornmcnts regarding thc I’roposcd [:Ian should bc dlrcctcd io: 
Jolerie Walker 
EG&G Corilniuriily Relolbris 

hf Inn &burg, 01 I 4534349UO 
P.0. DU 3000, OSE-24.5 

(S ?31 865.4 140  
n 
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Tiri:rsday, .ianuary 12, 1995 
1 p.m. - MGLind Cafet.?ria 

The Uniied States Departmeni oi Energy has prepared a drz.ft I 
Strategic Plan for the Mound Site in hiliarnisburg, Ohio, and wiil 
conduct a public meeiing to gather public input inio the plai1. ?he 
public is invited to attend this open pub!ic meeting to be held a:. 
Mound on Thursday, Jariusry 12, 1595, ai 1 p.m. Individuals ;:;ill 
be required to bring same form G! photo identification for ei;tr?nci 
into the facility. Inimsted individuals c m  review the DOE Etra;e- 
gic: Plan which is currently available in !he DOE Public Fier;diiig 
Room located at the Miamisbuig Senior Adul! Center, 305 E. 

For inore information on the DGE Strategic Plari 
:ontact Mike Reker, iL!iamisburg Area Of!ice, 

Central Avenue, Miamisburg. 

Energy at (513) 865-3254. 
MW"IPI.; - -=- . -__I - - .  
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by STEVE SANDLXN 
Assistant Editor 

With the respcqsibility of the 
overseeing of the Mound facility 
moving from the Albuquerque 
off ice  of the Department of 
Energy to  the new Ohio 
Operations Office of the DOE, 
the  Miamisburg Area Office OF 
thc DCE located at the iMound is 
preparing a strategic plan for the 
transition of the Mound from a 
defense site to a commercial 
site. 
The Miamisburg Area Office 

held a strategic plan meeting 
Thursday ‘to allow stakeholder 
inpct to the planning process. 
“We wact to get stakeholder 

input ,  especially i n  the early 
sta,oes of the pi.eparatic;n of this 
report,” said Mike Reker, a rep- 
resentative of the blianiisbur,o 
Area Office o f .  the DOE. 
“Un 1 i ke the way t h i n gs have 
been done i n  the past, we arc 
trying to open t:p now and we’re 
asking you to be involved.” 

Reker said the major areas of 
emphasis for the strategic plan 
are technology and econornic 
d e w  I o pmen t , security, en v iron - 
mental and waste management, 
safety and health, stakeholder 
i n vo I ve rn e n t , coin m u n ic a t i on s 
and trust, human resources and 
diversity and busine.ss systems ’ 

and organizational development. 

MBJQR CHANGES coming 
in fiscal year 1995 at the Mound 
that will have to be detailed in 
the plan include the completion 
of the defense program’s nuclex 
production mission, conversion 
uf the Mound plant from defense 
pro,vrains to environmental man- 
nzzment. lransition of the report- 
ing f r o m  Albuquerque to the 
Ohio Field Office and continucd 
safe implementation of safe 
shutdown and nonnuclear recon- 
fizuration activities, said Reker. 

He said continuing missions at 
the p la i t  include nuclear energy 
for the radioisotopic thermoelec- 
tric generator heat source, envi- 
r o n n? e n t al rii an age m en t an d 
transition to commercial uses. 

“The strategic plan provides a 
critical l ink that will integrate 
each of these major changes into 
the planning process,” said 
Rzker. 

Reker said that he has a tight 
time frame for the completion of 
the strategic plan and plans to 
have the final plan finished by 

Those wishing to view the 
DOE Strategic Plan can gain 
access to a copy at the DOE 
Public Reading Room located at 
the Miamisburg Senior Adult 
Center at 305 E. Central Ave. in  
Miamisburg. 

Scpt. 30. 



Dayton Daily News 
Dayton, OH 
(5 = 230,000, D = 180,000) 46 u SUNDAY, JANUARY 22.1995 

_ _ _  - ~ 

to attend the next meeting of :he Mound 
Action Committee. This upcorning 
meeting topic will cover: 

8 The Miami-Erie Canal, Dperabie 
Unit 4. Discussions wili focus on 
proposed cleanup levels. 

Mound Action Committees are 
fast-track, focus groups that are 
looking at various issues at the 
Mound Plant and gather public 
opinion on those issues to assist 
irr the decision-making process. 

7 documents are available for review 
at the Public Reading Roam, 305 Central 
Ave., Miamisburg, OH 45342. 

- 

u .-...M---s w---- 

For mere informaticm, please contact Gregory Sahd, . 
DOE Public Affairs at (513) 8654434. 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
MOUND n 

COMMENT PERIOD 
Operable Unit 5 

DRAINAGE CONTROL DVTEXIM 
Environmental RESPONSE ACTXON 
Restoratron ACTION MEMOIZA.NDUM~MOVAL 

SITE EVALUATION Program 

Beginning January 25. 1995. and continuing through F e b r u G  28. 1995, the 
Department of Energy will accept comments on the Action Memorandum/ 
Removal Site Evaluation for the Operable Unit 5 Drainage Control Interim 
Response Action for the Mound Plant in Miamisburg. Ohio. 

In this Action Memorandum, DOE is recommending Option 1 - Intercept Drain- 
age Control as the preferred Interim Response alternative for this Action. 

The public is invited. and encouraged, to review and comment on the Action 
Memorandum for the Drunage Control Interim Response Action at the DOE -----. - ... - .. - . . . . . .  m . . . . .  A . e,%,- ---LA, 

CLKLLA ~ D U C  Keaamg Koom. iwamisourg >emor Aaui[: Lemer. JUD Lenua  
Avenue, Miamisburg. Ohto. 

All comments regarding the Aciioq Memorandum should be directed to: 
Jokne Walker 
WA P- PA--. ~ - 4 k .  DArC)- -  .- 

D " EGaG MO e* 

. . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  
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. .  

. .  
.I.. 

. . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . .  
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Public Comment Period 
EXTENSION NOTICE 

' THE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOR THE 
OPERABIZ UNlT 1 PROPOSED PLAN HAS 
BEEN EXTENDED TO JANUARY 3 1 . 1 9 9 5 .  

Operable Unit 1, Area B, of the Mound Plant in Miamisburg. occupies ap- 
proximately 4 acres in the southwestern portlon of the Plant Area B In- 
cludes a historic landm site, which was used by Mound from 1948 to 1977. 
There are known r e l e a s  of volatile o r m c  compounds (VOCs) from Op- 

Environmental 
Restoration 
Program 

erable Unit 1 into the adjacent B a e d  Valley aquifer. In addition. tritium has been detected in water 
samples taken from wells in Area B. although the concentration is below the safe drinking water 
guidelines. 
This Proposed Plan summarizes for the public the prcfcrrcd cleanup stratcgy. thc rationale for that 
preference. reviews the alternatives presented in the Remedial Investlgation Report and Feasibility 
Study (RI/FS). and presents any waivers to cleanup standards which may be proposed for* this 
Operable Unit. In this Proposed Plan, DOE is rccommcnding Collection, Treatment and Disposal of 
Groundwater a s  the preferred remedial action. After consideration of all comments received, a flnal 
Record of Decision wtll be issued formalizing the remediation deddon. 
Based on comments received at the Dec. 8. 1994. Propoeed Plan Publlc Meetin it 
was determined that additional, sup lementary infoormation is needed to e kin 
the referred Remedial Action. This Tnformation WW. be rovided to  the pubipc in 
the form of an addendum to the Proposed man and will h available for review in 
the CERCLA Public Reading Room by January 3. .1995. The Public Comment rid 
for the 0 erable Unit 1 Propoaed Plan has been extended to January 31. 1 9 9 r T h e  
public is%vited to review the Plan entitled "Operable Unit 1 Proposed Plan". (and 
sup lementnry information) at the DOE CERCLA Public Reading Room. Miamisburg 
& d o r  Adult Center. 306 E. Central Avc.. Miamisburg. Ohio. 

All comments regarding the Proposed Plan should be directed to: 
J d m  Wcllker 
EG&G ComrrmnUy Relations 
P.O. B ~ K  3OOO.OSE-245 
MfPmlsbug. OH 45343-3000 
(5131 865-4140 
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EG&G INC. (EGaG MOUND). 
FAST FACTS 0 Headquarters: Wellesley. Mass. 0 Local operatlon: EG&G Mound Applied 

Technologies 
1 Mound Avenue P.O. Box 3000 
Miamisburg, Ohio 45343 a Local phone: (513) 865-4020 0 Local fax: (513) 865-3952 a Business: Scientific 
instruments/Department of Energy support 0 Founded: 1947 0 Total employees: 26,000 0 Local employees: 1,290 
B FINANCIAL REPORT (9 MONTHS) 

Sales 1994 1993  
$992.4 million $979.2 million 

Net earnings 1994 1993 
S(17.5 million). $34.9 million 

Net earnings 1994 1993 
per share $( .32) 3.62 

FORECAST 

I STOCK INFORMATION 0 Tlcker symbol: EGG 0 DDN Newsllne code: 32414% 0 Stock exchange: NYSE 0 Stockholder Information telephone: (617) 

0 Common shares outstandlng as of Dec. 1, 
1994: 55.1 million 0 1994  high/low: 19/13% 0 Worth of $1,000 invested on Jan. 1, 
1994: $864 0 Worth of $1,000 invested on Jan. 1, 

H MANAGEMENT INFORMATION 0 CEO's name/age: John M. Kucharski, 58 0 1993  cash compensatlon: $540,020 0 Local top executlve: Earl N. Fray 

431-4306 

1989: $1,187 

EG&G Mound is completing its shift from production of nuclear weapons components to projects 
for environmental cleanup and building decontamination. Employment continues to shrink. Earl 

Fray, who replaced Mound chief Jack Clark in November, said EG&G Mound and 
the Energy Department will discuss extending its Mound contract by two years 
beyond its Sept. 30, 1996 expiration date. But overall, changes in the Energy 
Department's approach to site contracts, especially changes that jncrease the 
contractor's liability exposure, has quenched EG&G's desire for new contracts. 
EG&G now treats that business as discontinued operations. 0 Short-term: The Institutional Brokers Estimate Systems' survey found: 1995 per-share earn- 

ings forecast: average $1.26, range $1.20 to $1.30. The survey's advice: Hold. 0 Long-term: Value Line says earnings growth will rely heavily on new ventures, holding promise 
for superior three- to five-year stock growth, but at gieater risk. 
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urg to seek 
ublic input for 
ew pos 
by STEVE SANDLIN 

Assistant Editor 
Plans are going forward to 

construct a nzw family aquatic 
center for Miamisburg; and the 
Miamisburg Parks and 
Recreation Department is look- 
ing for input’ from the public 
concerning what they would like 
to see at the facility. 

The  U.S. Department of 
Energy has committed $4.6 mil- 
lion for the construction of a 
new pool and park as the site of 
the present pool and Community 
Park will be unavailable for use 
in 1996 due to environmental 
cleanup efforts as a result of the 
decommissioning of the Mound 
Plant. 

The city has conceptual 
designs for the 41-acre park to 
be located at the new park prop- 
erty on Heincke and Maue 
Roads,  but they want to get 
feedback from experts and the 
general public, according to 
Becky Benna, director of the 
Miamisburg Parks and 
Recreation Department. 

“Our goal for the facility is to 
accommodate as many needs as 
possible with the limited money 
that we have available for the 
project,” she said. “We want to 
meet with the public to discover 

their proyam needs.” 
Benna said that the city’s con- 

ceptual plans include such items 
as an outdoor pool, water slide, 
water play equipment, a bath 
house, sand volleyball courts, 
basketball courts, tennis courts, 
playground equipment, a fitness 
walking trail and bridges to con- 
nect the new site with’sycamore 
Trails Park. 

”HOPEFULLY, IN the future 
we can build a recreation center 
at the site, but there will not be 
enough money for that now,” 
she said. 

Benna said the conceptual 
plans will be presented at an 
upcoming public meeting and 
are meant toe “a starting point 
for discussion. 

“The key is we want to make 
the public ‘own’ the park,” she 
said. ‘We want to accommodate 
as many of their desires and 
wishes as we can.” 

To accomplish that, the .Parks 
and Recreation Department is 
seeking citizens to serve on a 
special Parks and Recreation 
advisory bohd to help provide 
public input on the project. 

Benna said the department is 
soliciting Miamisburg residents 

(Continued on Page 12) 

Burg 
(Continued from Page 1) 

who may be interested in  
becoming a member of the ad 
hoc citizen advisory committee. 
The committee’s purpose will be 
to provide the city with input 
regarding programming opportu- 
nities and facility design for the 
project. Residents interested in 
being considered for the com- 
mittee must submit a “Letter of 
Interest” to Rebecca Benna, 
Director, City of Miamisburg 
Parks and Recreation 
Department, 10 N.  First St., 
Miamisburg, Ohio, 45342. 

Submission deadline is 
February 9, 1995. The letter 
must include the resident’s 
name, address, telephone num- 
ber, a brief explanation of why 
the resident is interested in 
becoming a member of the com- 
mittee and his or her involve- 
ment in park and recreation pro- 
grams. If you have any ques- 
tions, please contact Benna at 

“It’s the community’s park and 
we want t o  involve them as 
much as we can,” said Benna. 

However, just as important as 
citizen input, will be the profes- 
sionals hired to do the design 
and the work, said Benna. 

The city, in seeking a design 
firm for  the project, is now 
accepting RFPs or Requests for 
Proposals from qualified firms 
that are experienced in design- 
ing, park, aquatic and recreation 
center facilities. 

“Although the design is impor- 
tant, on-site supervision of con- 
struction is equally important in 
assuring the project is completed 
as specified by the city,” said 
Benna. “If we don’t supervise 
the construction, my experience 
is that we will have problems 
down the road without it. 

“We have received a lot of 
interest from design firms, want- 
ing to be involved,” she said. 
“But they will have to meet our 
qualifications to be considered.” 

866-4532. 
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Mound Plant’s Environmental Monitoring 
QProgram . -  tests soil samples 

This article is part of a series 
to inform the local community 
about rhe Environmental 
Restoraiion Program currently 
raidenvay at the Department of 
Energy’s Mound Plant in 
Miai~isbitrg, Ohio. The articles 
have previously appeared in the 
“Superfiiiid Update “, which is 
published approximately eight 
times a year by EGBG Mound 
Applied Technologies, the man- 
aging and operating contractor 
for the DOE? Mound Plant. 

The background soil sam- 
pling conducted in 1993 marks 
an important step in Mound’s 
Remedial Investigation. It is the 
first of four off-site soil investi- 
gations that assess the nature 
and extent of contamination that 
may have resulted from past 

tions at Mound Plant. rn ackground” describes the 
no$mhl conditions of an area’s 
environment. The establishment 
of background levels is a neces- 
sary part of any environmental 
investigation into the effects of 
possible contamination. The 
Background Soils Investigation 
at Mound seeks to establish the 
normally occurring levels of 
several important chemicals and 
radionuclides in regional soils. 
Samples were taken from soils 
thought to be unaffected by 
Mound’s operations. The set- 
tling of air emissions from plant 
stacks is the primary way that 
Mound’s past operations could 
affect the composition of 
radionuclides in local soils. 

Mound has conducted back- 
ground soil sampling as part of 
its Environmental Monitoring 
Program and results were pub- 

d in a previous Mound Site k& ironmental report. The cur- 
rent CERCLA sampling is much 
more extensive and looks at a 
long list of nonradioactive 
chemicals. 

VARYING BACKGROUNDS 
Establishment of local back-. 

ground levels is necessary 
because soil composition can 
vary widely among regions. 
Differences in the concentra- 
tions of naturally occurring 
chemicals and naturally occur- 
r i n u  radioactive elements, in 
addition to materials placed in 
soils by man-made sources such 
as industry and agriculture, 
determine an area’s soil back- 
ground. Even a potential conta- 
minant like plutonium occurs in 
soils due to fallout from nuclear 
testing. 

9 

The Mound Site-Wide Soils 
Investigation used U.S. 
Department of Agriculture refer- 
ences to identify 8 different soil 
types and 16 different mapping 
units within the study area. 

BACKGROUND AND 
CLEANUP 

Cleanup decisions under 
CERCLA are made based on 
any excess risk posed to human 
health and the environment by 
contaminants in concentrations 
above the background level. 

It is- important to note that 
background levels are not conta- 
minant-free. Few environments 
today are wholly “clean” (as a 
result of modern life). 
Background levels are accepted 
as normal conditions and for 
practical purposes must be the 
starting point for investigations 
into excess contamination. 

~ .. 
i Scientists specializing’in risk 

assessment then calculate the 
potential for any excess contam- 
inants to reach people’ and 
wildlife through- the enviiori-’ 
m.ental.~~.pathways’~.~foun~. in;. the . .  

coin’munity. Soil‘ is considered a 
potential pathway because food 

-..... . .).. ...... 

is grown in it, animals and chil- 
dren may eat it, and people such 
as farmers are in regular contact 
with it. 

BACKGROUND SAMPLING 
FIELDWORK 

A total of 96 soil samples 
were taken regionally by 
Mound’s CERCLA program to 
establish background levels. At 
each of the 16 mapping units, 3 
surface soil samples were col- 
lected and 3 sub-surface sam- 
ples were collected from a depth 
of 2 feet. Sampling locations 
were chosen after a study of 
wind directions and depositional 
patterns to avoid soils contain- 
ing  material deposited from 
Mound’s stacks. 

Samples were collected at 
depths from 0-2 feet using stain-. 
less steel spades or hand augers. 
Some samples for the 
Background Soils Investigation 
were collected in conjunction 
with the Ohio EPA, which ana- 
lyzed its samples independently 
to check against the results of 
Mound’s analysis. 

ANALYSIS OF BACK- 
GROUNDLEVELS - 

Samples collected for the 
Background Soils Investigation 
were analyzed to determine nor- 
mal ranges for the following 
chemicals and radionuclides: 

Chemicals: pesticides, PCB’s, 
inorganic compounds, bismuth,. 
fluoride, organic carbon, 
nitratehitrite, chloride, sulfate, 
Ph; 

Radionuclides: isotopic plu- 
tonium, thorium, uranium, tri- 
t i u m ,  strontium-90, gamma 
emitters. 

Results from the background 
soil sampling program have 
been published in a report enti- 



TAKING RECENT off-site soil samples. 
tled “Operable Unit 9 - Avenue, Miamisbuig, Ohio. 
Background Soils Investigation For more information on  
Soil Chemistry Report”, which Mound’s CERCLA program, 
is available for public review at including how you can pr t ic i -  
the CERCLA Public Reading pate, contact EG&G 
Room, Miamisburg Senior Community Relations at 
Adult  Center,  305 Central 513-865-4140. 

- __-____ 

MESH meeting scheduled 
T h e  public is invited munity Room of the 

M i  ami sbu rg En v i ronm 
Safety and  Health (MESH onight’s meeting will 
monthly meeting which ar lude the election of offkers. 

or membership forms, call 
on Cowdrey at 847-9697. 

isburg Civic Center. 
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Public Comment Period 
EXTENSION NOTICE 

. THE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOR THE 
OPERABLE UNIT 1 PROPOSED PLAN %S 
BEEN EXTENDED TO JANUARY 31.  1995. 

Operable Unit 1. Area B. of the Mound Plant in Miamisburg. occupics .ap- 
proximately 4 acres in the southwestern portion of the Plant. h a  8 in- 
cludes a histork landfill site, which was used by Mound lrom 1948 to 1977; 
There are knowri releases of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) from Op- 

erable Unit 1 into the adjacent Buried Valley aquifer. In addition, tritium has been detected in water 
samples taken from wells in Area B. although the concentration is below the safe drinking water 
guidelines. 
This Proposed Plan summarizes for the public the preferred cleanup strategy. the rationale for that 
preference. reviews the alternatives presented in the Remedial Investigation Report and Feasibility , 

Study (RI/FS). and presents any waivers to cleanup standards which may be proposed for this ' 

Operable Unit. In this Proposed Plan, DOE is recommending Collection. Treatment and Disposal of 
Groundwater as the preferred remedial action. Alter consideration of all comments received, a final 
Record of Decision will be issued formalizing the remediation decision. 

it 
was determined that additional, supplementary information is needed to e k i n  
the preferred Remedial Action. This information will be provided to the pub?c in 
the form of an addendum to the Proposed Plan and will 'be available for review in 
the CERCLA Public Reading Room by January 3, 1995. The Public Comment period 
for the Operable Unit 1 Proposed Plan has been extended to January 31.  1995. The 
public is invited to review the Plan entitled "Operable Unit 1 Proposed Plan". (and 
supplementary information) at the DOE CERCLA Public Reading Room. Miamisburg 
Seruor Adult Center, 305 E. Central Ave.. Miamisburg, Ohio. 

All comments regarding the Proposed Plan should be directed to: 
Jolene Walker 
ECSLG &rrununity Relations 

Environmental 
Program 
Restoration 

. Based on comments received at the Dec. 8. 1994, Proposed Plan Public Meetin 

P.O. BOX 3000. OSE-245 
Miamisbug. OH 45343-3000 
(5131 865-4140 

THE MIAMISBURG/WEST 
CARROLLTON NEWS 

January 25.1995 

to attend the next meeting of the Mound 
Action Committee. This upcoming 
meeting topic will cover: 

The Miami-Erie Canal, Operable 
Unit 4. Discussions will focus on 
proposed cleanup levels. , 

Mound Action Committees are 
fast-track, focus groups that are 
looking at various issues at the 
Mound Plant and gather public 
opinion on those issues to assist 
in the decision-making process. 

Both documents are available for review 
at the Public Reading Room, 305 Central 
Ave., Miamisburg, OH 45342. 

For more information, please cohtacf Gregory Sahd, 
DOE Public Affairs ai (513) 865-4434. 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
COMMENT PERIOD 

Operable Unit 5 
DRAINAGE CONTROL INTERIM 

Environmental RESPONSE ACTION 
Restoration ACTION MEMORANDUM/”MOVAL 

SITE EVALUATION Program 

Beginning January 25, 1995, and continuing through February 28, 1995. the 
Department of Energy will accept comments on the Actlon Memorandum/ 
Removal Site Evaluation for the Operable Unit 5 Drainage Control Interim 
Response Action for the Mound Plant in Miamisburg. Ohio. 

In this Actlon Memorandum, DOE is recommending Option 1 - Intercept Drain- 
age Control as the preferred Interim Response alternative for this Actlon. 

The public Is invited, and encouraged, to review and comment on the Action 
Memorandum for the Drainage Control Interim Response Action at  the DOE 
CERCLA Public Reading Room, Miamisburg Senior Adult Center. 305 Central 
Avenue. Miamisburg, Ohio. 

AI1 comments regarding the Action Memorandum should be directed to: 
Jolene WaUcer 
EG&G Conununity Relatbns 
P.O. BOX 3000, OSE-245 

(513) 865-4140 
lMoUND Mlamlsburg, OH 45343-3000 
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MBUNC 
I . NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

COMMENT PERIOD 
Operable Unit 5 

DRALNAGE CONTROL INTER12H 
Environmental R E S W N S E  ACTION 
'Restoration ACTION MEMORANDUMIIZEMOVAL 

SlTE EVALUATION Program \ 

Beginning January 25. 1995, and continuing through February 28, 1995. the 
Department of Energy will accept comments on the Action Memorandum/ 
Removal Site Evaluation for the Operable Unit 5 Drainage Control Interim 
Response Action for the Mound Plant in Mlamisburg, Ohio. 
In this Action Memorandum, DOE is recommending Option 1 - Intercept Drain- 
age Control as the preferred Interim Response alternative for this Action. 

The public is invited. and encouraged, to review and comment on the Action 
Memorandum for the Drainage Control Interim Response Actlon at the DOE 
CERCLA Public Reading Room, Miamisburg Senlor Adult Center, 305 Central 
Avenue, Miamisburg, Ohio. 

All comments rtgarding the Action Memorandum shouId be directed to: 
Jolene Walker 
EG&C Community Relations " EExG MOUND r2&5H7t!g3m 

i (513) 865-4140 G* 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1,1995 

Miamisburg residents inter- 
ested in having a say in the 
proposed park and aqua cen- 
ter should send a letter of 
interest to: 
H Who: Rebecca Benna, direc- 
tor of Miamisburg Parks and 
Recreation Depament 
D Where: 10 N. First St., 
Miamisburg 45342 
D When: Deadline is Feb. 9. 

Include: Name, address, ‘ 

telephone number and a brief 
explanation of why you are 
interested in becoming a mem- 
ber of the committee. Include 
any involvement in park and 
recreation programs. 
W Questions? Call Bema at 
866-4532. 

a 
Miimisbwrg seeks panel members 
Group will lead way 
on..aquatic center, park 

By .Cathy Mong 
‘OAVrON DAILY NEWS 

Miamisburg residents have 
.until Feb. 9 to submit applica- 
‘tions to be on an ad, hoc.citizen 
advisory’ committee to help steer 
the; .direction of the proposed 
Family Aquatic Center and 41.6- 
acre park; . 
, :The committee will provide the 
.city- with input regarding pro- 
‘ s a n g  and design for the 
park, said Parks and Recreation 
Director R.ebecca A. Benna. 
’ :The ‘new park? to be built. at 
Heincke and Maue roads, is 
.expected to be completed by the 
summer of 1996 and will replace 0 Community Park, which will 
become a neighborhood park. 
I .Bema said the park’s concep- 
:tual.: design is, complete and 
includes a family aquatic center, 
sand volleyball, tennis court, bas- 
.ketball court, a fitness walliing 
trail,:..‘ playground equipment, 
shelter and picnic area, green 
space and a multipurpose field. . 

1 .  “Down the road we’re hoping 
’to :receive funding  for a 

..- 

“The citizen board will con- 
duct public meetings to solicit 
feedback and assist the city staff 
and design consultants to  deter- 
mine the final design of the park 
and aquatic center,” Benna said. 

Funding for the project, includ- 
ing cleanup of Community Park, 
is possible because of a $4.6 mil- 

-lion U.S. Department of Energy 
grant. . .  

“The DOE is providing a grant 
that will help us construct the 
amenities we’re losing ‘from the 
existing Community Park,” 
BeMa said. 

Community, a 24-acre park on 
First Street, will eventually be 
closed as part of the Mound 
Plant environmental restoration 
program. 

The park is hcluded ‘in ’the 
cleanup because a portion of the 
old Miami-Erie Canal bed in the 
park is contaminated with traces 
of plutonium waste.. : . 

. . ‘The waste, ‘discovered 20 years . 

.ago, has not been considered a 
health hazard. because it has 
been trapped in sediment ..and . 
covered with water. 

Cleanup is set ‘to begin in 1996, 
after which time it will be .a 
neighborhood park, B e v a  said. 

The . community pool ..will 
. . .  .. . . .  remain open this ye,=. , .  , , ,. . * .  . ’ 
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-New budget cuts money for cleanups such 
as Mound’s 

By Timothy R. Gaffney 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

:While Congress clamors for 
budget cuts, the Department of 
Energy claims a $300 million bud- 
get incfease in 1996 will position 
it to  save taxpayers $14.1 billion 
over the next five years. 

The extra money would go into 
new technology to help the agency 
do more with less and severance 
packages to  help propel people 
out of the work force, Energy Sec- 
retary Hazel O’Leary said. 

But there are no increases for 
the Mound plant in the $17.8 
billion budget  proposal t h e  
agency unveiled Wednesday. 

Instead, the plans slash money 
for environmental cleanup work 
at Mound, eliminating 300 jobs. 

No official budget figures for 
Mound were available Monday, 
but knowledgeable sources said its 
funds would be cut by about $30 
million from 1995’s $151 million. 

The Mound plant made nuclear 
weapons components, but the 
agency is phasing out its work as it 
shrinks its weapons complex. The 
work force is now down to about 
1,260 people from its 1985 peak of 
2,398. Eventually the agency plans 

to turn over most of the site to 
commercial development. 

Existing plans call for spending 
$408 million on cleanup projects 
at Mound from 1996 through 2000. 
The new funding proposal would 
slash that by $180 million, accord- 
ing to  the Energy Department’s 
Ohio Field Office figures. 

Local Energy Department  
managers conceded the cuts 
mean Mound will have to rework 
its environmental cleanup plans 
to keep a scheduled completion 
date of 2014 from slipping. 

“The reality is we’re going to 
have to be more cost-effective,” 
said Oba L. Vincent, associate 
director of environmental manage- 
ment for the Energy Department’s 
Miamisburg area office. 

Miamisburg officials are skepti- 
cal the agency can meet its 
cleanup commitments at the pro- 
posed funding levels. 

“If it takes 11 years more to get 
the job done, it means they have 
a presence in the facility 11 years 
longer. It ends up costing them 
more,” Miamisburg City Manager 
John Weithofer said. 

Without drastic changes in 
plans and cooperation from fed- 
eral and state regulators, the site 
would also run expensively afoul 
of the law. Field office figures 
s h o w - h e s  could reach nearly 
$59.6 miUlon by 2000. 

“My gut feeling is they can’t 
meet the compliance commit- 
ments and they cannot clean up 
the site quickly enough” to sup- 
port Miamisburg’s plan to convert 
the 306-acre site to a high-tech 
industrial park, Weithofer said. 

Miamisburg Mayor Dick Church 
said he expects the department to 
do a thorough cleanup at the 
nearly 50-year-old plant. 

“It was a clean site before they 
got here,” he said. 

. -  
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Mound plant may 
ace hea cuts 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

While President Bill Clinton’s pro- 
posed budget for the U.S. Department 
of Energy for 1996 shows a $300 mil- 
lion increase, there are no increases for 
the Mound plant in the $17.6 billion 
budget. 

In fact, while DOE Secretary Hazel 
O’Leary didn’t address the Mound in 
her press conference Monday, DOE 
officials here said that the Mound will 
probably have its $151 million budget 
cut by $30 million in 1996. 

In the short term, this means that 300 
jobs would be lost at the Mound. DOE 
officials said that about 200 of those 
jobs can be phased out due to attrition, 

100 people would probably be fac- 
layoffs by the beginning of the I996 

said the budget cuts for cleanup at the 
Mound are i l l  considered. 

schedule.” 
Ohio Field Office officials figure that 

fines could reach $59.6 million by 2000 
fiscal year in October. “THIS B’UDGET cut means that i t  if federal and state regulators don‘t 

through the year 2000 on cleanup pro- 
jects. The new funding proposal would 
slash that by $180 million, according to 
the DOE’S Ohio Field Office. 

will take the DOE I I years longer to 
cleanup the site and that’s only goin! to 
escalate their costs,” he said. “How IS it 
going to save money i f  they have to pap 
$20 million in fines to‘the EPA because 
they haven’t cleaned u p  the site on 

throughout Hazel O’Leary’s speech on 
Monday. she didn’t mention economic 
development once and that is supposed 
to be one of the missions of the DOE 
now,” he said. 

Church said th i t - t he  S I 0  million 
promised by the DOE for economic 
development or the money promised by 
the DOE for a new park and pool com- 
plex for the city wouldn’t be affected by 
the budget cuts. . 

Church said the city will remain 
steadfast that the DOE clean up the 
Mound site as soon as possible. 

“We are not going to be shortchanged 
on this,” he said.  “ I n  1946, when 
Mound came here, that was a clean site. 

“It’s going to be clean again when 
they leave,” said Church. 

Church said that city officials wi l l  be 
going to Washington, D.C.. March 5-14 
to speak with legislators and DOE offi- 
cials about the budget cuts. 

Miamisburg Mayor Dick Church Jr. 
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MOUND 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
COMMENT PERIOD 

Operable Unit 5 
DRAINAGE CONTROL INTERIM 

Environmental RESPONSE ACTION 
Restoration ACTION MEMORANDUM/REMOVAL 

SITE EVALUATION Program 

Beginning January 25, 1995, and continuing through February 28, 1995. the 
Department of Energy will accept comments on the Action Memorandum/ 
Removal Site Evaluation for the Operable Unit 5 Drainage Control Interim 
Response Action for the Mound Plant in Miamisburg. Ohio. 

In this Action Memorandum, DOE is recommending Option 1 - Intercept Drain- 
age Control as the preferred Interim Response alternative for this AcUon. 

The public Is invited, and encouraged, to review and comment on the Aclfon 
Memorandum for the Drainage Control Interim Response Action a t  the DOE 
CERCLA Public Readihg Room, Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 Central 
Avenue, Miamisburg, Ohio. 

All comments regarding the Action Memorandum should be directed to: 
Jolene Wufker 
E M G  Community Rehtlons 
P.O. BOX 3000. OSE-245 

15131 865-4140 
" EGgG hlhrnkburg. OH 45343-3000 G* 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
COMMENT PERIOD 

Operable Unit 5 
DRADVAGE CONTROL mEIUM 

Environmental RESFWNSE ACTION 
Restoration ACTION M E M O R A N D ~ ~ M O V .  

SITE EVALUATION Program 

Beginning January 25. 1995, and continuing through February 28, 1995. the 
Department of Energy will accept comments on the Action Memorandum/ 
Removal Site Evaluation for the Operable Unit 5 Drainage Control Interim 
Response Actlon for the Mound Plant in Miamisburg, Ohio. 
In thfs Actfon Memorandum, DOE Is  recommending Option 1 - Intercept Drhn- 
age Control as the preferred Interim Response alternative for this Action. 
The public is invited, and encouraged, to review and comment on the Action 
Memorandum for the Drainage Control Interim Response Action at  the DOE 
CERCLA Public Reading Room, Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 Central 
Avenue, Miamisburg. Ohio. 

All comments regardhg the Actlon Memorandum should be directed to: 
Jolene wcllker 
EZ&C C o m U y  Refattons 

'P.O. BOX 3OOO.OSE-245 

(513) 8654140 
R FGxG MOUND MLamlsbulg. OH 45343-3000 c..$ 

- .. . -_. _ _  .. . . .  . . .. . 



Dayton Daily News 
Dayton, OH 
(5  = 230,000, D = 180,000) 
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tr 
You Are Invited I 

to attend the next CERCLA Quarterly 
Public Meeting. 

The meeting will feature an 
update on the Interim Response 
Actions currently underway at 
Mound. Each Operable Unit 
Manager will present a summary 
of recent and planned activities 
within each Interim Response 

For more information, please contact Jolene Walker, 
EG&G Community Relations at (573) 865-4140. 
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Meeting on Mound 
3'. 

WEDNESDAY, FEURUARY 15.'1995 

A quarterly public meeting on 
environmental cleanup activi- 
.ties on the Department of 
Energy's Mound plant is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Thursday 
iii the Miamisburg Civic Cen- 
ter. 
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Science Bowl - 
attracts 32 
teams to UD 

Thirty-two high school 
teams from Ohio and Mich- 
igan will face off at  9:30 a.m. 
Saturday in the fifth annual 
Miami Valley Science Bowl 
at  the University of Dayton. 

Teams will be vying for a 
top prize of an expense- 
paid trip to Washington, 
D.C., for the Department of 
Energy National Science 
Bowl April 28 to May 1. 

Saturday’s competition 
will involve answering 
science-related questions in 
a quiz format. The competi- 
tion will continue until 4 
p.m. when the finals of the 
double elimination tourna- 
ment are scheduled. 

All  t h e  prel iminary 
rounds will be in the Jesse 
Philips Humanities Build- 
ing on the UD campus, with 
the finals in the Boll The- 
ater in Kennedy Union. 

The trip to the national 
competition will go to the 
local winning team, but the 
top three teams will share 
in a variety of prizes, 
including U.S. Savings 
Bonds, specially designed 
wristwatches, and plaques. 

Each participant will 
receive a long-sleeved 
T-shirt . 

The initial competition in 
1991 saw 24 high schools 
compete, with Beavercreek 
High School taking the title 
a n d .  advancing t o  the  
National Science Bowl, 
where they finished fourth. 

Volunteers from two of 
the sponsors, the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s 
Miamisburg Area Office 
and EG&G Mound, will 
serve as moderators, judg- 
es, and scorekeepers. 

Other sponsors of the 
annual event are UD, the 
Roy F. Weston Co., SAIC, 
and the Terran Corp. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22,1995 o 22;s 

. -  
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to compete 
in Science Bowl at UD 

Local teams are gearing up to 
compete  i n  the 5 t h  Annual 
Miami Valley Science Bowl at 
the University of Dayton.on 
Saturday, Feb. 25. 

Teams will vie for a top prize 
of an espense-paid trip to 
Washington, D.C. for  the 
Departnient of Energy National 
Science Bowl held April 28 to 
May 1.  . .' 

The competition involves 
answering science-related ques- 
.tions i n  a quiz. format. 
Competition begins at 9:30 a.m. 
and will continue until 4 p.m. 
when the finals of the double- 
elimination tournament are 
scheduled. 

AI1 preliminary rounds will be 
held i n  the Jesse Philips 
Hunianities Building on the UD 
campus, with finals being con- 
ducted i n  the Boll Theater in 
Kennedy Union. 

The trip to the national compe- 
tition.goes to the local winning 
team, but the top. three teams 
will share in a variety of prizes, 
including U.S. Savings Bonds 
of $500, $200 and-$100, spe- 
cially-designed wrist watches, 
'and championship plaques; 
Each participant will also be 
receiving a speciallv-designed 

long-sleeved t-shirt for partici- 
pat i ng . 

The Miamisburg team includes 
coach Wayne King andL panici- 
pants Nicholas Aultz, Kyle  
Krueger, Susana Porges, Bobby 
Thompson, Patricia Orick and 
Mark Mihal. Representing West 
Carrollton &e coach James 
Sparrow and participants Joel 
Phillips, Greg Smith, Tammy 
McDaniel, Chris Dvorak and 
Matt Grasse. 

Both local teams will begin 
opening rounds at IO:  15 a.m. 
West Carrollton will meet 
Preble Shawnee team "A" and 
Miamisburg will pair up with 
Beavercree k . 

Volunteers.  from the 
Depart men t of €ne rg y ' s  
Miamisburg Area office and 
EG&G Mound Applied 
Technologies will serve as mod- 
erators, judges and scorekeep- 
ers. Other local sponsors include 
the Roy E Weston Company, 
SAIC and the Terran 
Corporation. 
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MOUND 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC . 
COMMENT PERIOD 

Operable Unit 5 
D W A G E  CONTROL INTERLlti 

Environmental RESPONSE AC2"ION 
Restoration ACTION MkMORANDuM/REMOVAL 

SITE EVALUATION Program 

Beginning January  25. 1995, and continuing through February 28. 1995, the 
Department of Energy will accept comments on the Action Memorandum/ 
Removal Site Evaluation for the Operable Unit 5 Drainage Control Interim 
Response Action for the Mound Plant in Miamisburg. Ohio. 

In this AcUon Memorandum, DOE is recommending Option 1 - Intercept Drain- 
age Control as the preferred Interim Response alternative for this Action. 

The public is invited, and encouraged, to review and comment on the Action 
Memorandum for the Drainage Control Interim Response Action a t  the DOE 
CERCLA Public Reading Room, Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 Central 
Avenue, Miamisburg. Ohio. 

All comments regarding the Action Memorandum should be directed to: 
Jolene WaUcer 
EG&G Community Relations 
P.O. BOX 3OOO.OSE-245 

(5 13) 865-4 140 
lMoUND Miamisburg, OH 45343-3000 e* 
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You Are Invited 
to attend the next CERCLA Quarterly 

The meeting will feature an 
update on the Interim Response 
Actions currently.underway at 
Mound. Each Operable Unit 
Manager will present a summary 
of. recent and planned activitles 
within each Interim Response 

For more information, please contact Jolene Walker, 
€G& G Community Relations at (513) 8654 140. 
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&ound’s hydrogeology - -  - -  - investigation focuses on 
contamination of groundwater 

Titis ai-tide is part of a series ~ 

to itiforin the iocai cornrniinity 
(I bo i i  i En v iron in en  t a1 , 
Rest o ro t ion Prop ra rn current 1 y 
rrriderwa! (it t i le Departrnenl of 
E ti e rg! *.r M o i i  ti 2 I’ IN n t in 
Miairi isbii rg, Oh io. TI1 e art ides  
h~ive pwvioilsly cippeared in the 
‘‘ Si.{/> e r f ;  1 n ~ l  Cpda t e ’ * , I vli ick is 
p i t  blisli eel ci py i-asirna rely r iy h t 
titnrs LI year by EG&C Mound 
Applieel Teckriologies, die inan-. 
agin,o ~ i i d  operating cotitroctor 
jo r  the DOES MoLind Plant. 

The  recently completed 
Hydrogeology Investigation 
fieldwork is an extremely impor- 
tant part of Mound’s CERCLA 

.Program as a whole. 
Hydrogeology describes study- 
ing the interaction of groundwa-’ 

rock. Mound.’s ongoing 
ter with underground soil and 

Hydrogeology Investigation 
concentrates on  finding and 
assessing any contaminated 
g rou n d w a t e r pos s i b I y f I o w i ng 
into the Buried Valley Aquifer 
(BVA), a vast deep layer of 
water-permeable sand and gravel 
de.posited atop local bedrock 
during the Ice Age. The RVA 
underlies the Minini -Valley and 
siippljcs drinking water - t o  
regi’onal communities, including 
Mi ami s b ii  rg . 

G ro ii n d wa te r nio v i’n g from 
localized areas on the Mound 
Plant site and entering the BVA 
is a significant “pathway” 
t hrou ti which contaminants 
from Mound could come in con-’ 
tact with ‘the community. 
Understanding the nature of 
local groundwater requires not 
only measuring flow direction 
and rate, but also “mapping” 
subsurface features - bedrock, 
soil, sand and other materials - 
through which the water flows. 

th  e 

a 

: 

C a  t‘ure 
. &ell Observation 

G r o u n d w a t e r  
Level During 

Pumping I Wells 
Static I Land \ G r o u n d w a t e r  1 Surface 

\ Level 
\ \ 

Years of groundwater moni- 
toring at Mound have provided 
substantial information on the 
hydrogeologic features beneath 
Mound Plant and its vicinity. Yet 
further study was necessary to 
clarify the hydrogeology of 
many areas important to-  
Mound’s CERCLA Program. 

A total of 99 monitoring wells I 

and piezometers (wells for ’ 
recording water leve I s) were 
installed on and around Mound 
Plant within two miles of 
Mound’s cleanup study areas 
Operable Units 1 and 9 (OUI & 
OU9). 

characterize the Aquifer, a task 
that requires more data than was 
;iv a i I ab le f rc in pre v i o ii s s t ii dies. 
“Characterization” means form- 
ing a detailed picture of the 
physical makeup and possible . 

/ 

The wells are being used to , 

contaminants within a given 
e ii v iron menta I system. 
Characterization undertaken by 
the Mound Hydrogeology 
Investigation includes the study 
of: 

Composition and layering of 
bedrock underlying and sur- 
rounding the Buried Valley 
Aquifer. 

Other subsurface influences 
on groundwater flow. 

Water quality within a sus- 
pected contaminated groundwa- 
ter plume originating from an 
old open burning disposal area 
in Operable Unit 1 .  

Water quality in areas of the 
BVA with no suspected contami- 
nation from Mound Plant to 
de term i ne “background” leve I s. 

Drilling, installation and 
equipping of the newest group 
of wells began in  October, 1992, 



a\nd was completed in April of 
1,993. After boreholes were 
drilled, the wells themselves 
were installed. Finally, certain 
wells were equipped with elec- 
tronic instrumentation that pro- 
vides groundwater data used i n ,  
t h e  calculation of t h e  rate a t .  
which groundwater moves 
beneath the areas being tested. 

Soil and rock samples 
obtained during drilling are 

‘ being analyzed for their physical 
properties, as well as for the 
presence of chemicals and 
rad ion ucl ides. 

a 

The Aquifer Test began in  
1993, for use in the investigation 
of Operable Unit I (Area B). 
One well measuring approxi- 
mately two feet in diameter was 
pumped continuously for  30 
days. This well is referred to as 
the capture well. 

Up to 680 gallons of ground- 
water per minute were drawn 
from the capture well, located 
on-site near Mound’s western 
boundary, during the continuous 
pumping period. This water was 
routed through a plant discharge 
line and discharged under an 
NPDES permit to the Great 
Miami River. 

Pumping the capture well 
temporarily lowers t h e  water 
table, and the amount of this 
“drawdown” is measured at 
neighboring wells installed in 
the Aquifer. Also, the rate that 
the water table returns to normal 
after pumping ceases is m,ea- 
sured. To measure the rate of 
groundwater flow during pump- 
ing, a non-toxic “tracer” chemi- 
cal was introduced into the 
Aquifer from an on-site well and 
monitored at the capture well. 
Samples to test the quality of 
groundwater moving to the cap- 
ture well were taken throughout 
the pumping. 

This Aquifer test was con- 
ducted using a network of S2 
monitoring wells and piezome- 
ters on or near Mound’s western 
side. The aquifer test ended in 

.. i 

Investigation. ! 

.. . 

1993, and marked the  end o f ;  
fieldwork for the OUI Remedial 1 

Regular sampling of newly ; 
i n s t al I ed off -s i te we I I s beg an 
during September of 1993. i 
Water quality analysis from 
these wells is being used to ; 
determine whether slow move- . 
-ment.of contaminants into t h e  
aquifer from areas w i t h i n .  
Mound, Plant is occurring. ’ 

Additionally, water levels in ten 
Operable Unit 9 wells will be 
.monitored continuously by the 
electronic . instrumentation 
installed on them to .assess 
long-term and seasonal rates of 
groundwater flow. 

Information from t h e  
Hydro g e o I o g i c In vest i g at i on 
eventually will be, used i n  t h e  ’ 

investigations of addi t ional’ ,  
Mound Operable Units.  
Background levels for  water 
quality established by Operable 
Unit 9 will be compared to qual- 
ity levels measured in the future 
for t h e  investigations into 
Operable Unit 2 (Main Hill) and 
Operable Unit ‘ 5  (South 
Property). Along with Operable 
Unit 1 ,  these two Operable Units 
cover the entire area withh-tlie 
Mound Plant. 

I 

’ 

-For  more information.. on 
Mound’s ,C’ERCLA program, . . . . 

:includi,ng how -you  can partici- !. 

pate, contact EG&G Community 
Relations at 5 13465-4 140. 
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IC allocates about $250,00 r :  
Mound transition ef 

Officials of the Miamisburg 
C o  m m 11 n i t  y Improve men t 
Corporation (CIC) have taken 
action allocating over one-quar- 
ter of a million dollars to aid in 
t h e  transition efforts of the 
Mound Advanced Technology 
Center (MATC). The CIC action 
is primarily focused on research 
and marketing efforts to speed 
the  cohversion of the Mound 
facility from public use to pri- 
vate use, generating more busi- 
ness opportunities and jobs at 
the facility. 

Miamisburg City Manager 
John Weithofer, who serves as 
chairman of t h e  Miamisburg 
CIC, said “we have worked 

uite hard i n  recent months to- coordinate the transfer of equip- , 
ment and faci l i t ies  f rom the 
Department of Energy (DOE) to 
the community. We have made 
great strides in solidifying this 
foundation for t h e  future, and 
now are prepared to escalate our ,  
activities in  order to aggressive- 
ly market the human and physi- 
cal assets of the Mound.” I 

Transition Manager Michael J. 
Grauwelman said ‘‘The market- 
ing endeavor of Mound capabili- 
ties will initially include two tar- I 
geted technologies. Over  t h e  ’ 
next several weeks, we will be , 
defining our target markets.for .. _. - - -  - . 

these capabilities in  an effort to 1 
attract companies willing to I 
invest in the community. In con- 
junction with this. very targeted 
approach, we will be pronioting I 

our efforts to these capabilities ’ 

n an effort. to attract companies.. 

ni ty .  In conjunction with this 
very .targeted .apTroac h,:, we-wi 11. 
be.promoting our efforts to these j 

.I willing to invest in the commu- 

targets through specific national 
trade publications. Through 
these two parallel efforts, we 
will increase our opportunity to 
secure long term business 
investments in  the site which 
will secure the assets of the . 
Mound.’’ 

Along with this marketing 
e f fo r t ,  the M ATC bus i ness 
offices will soon move to the 
Mound facility. Grauwelman 
said “We are i n  the process of 
es tab1 is hi  ng permanent head- 
quarters for our operation in a 
former laboratory/office build- 
ing at the Mound. This will 
establish a presence on the site 
which is needed to‘adequately 
support  and coordinate our 
activities. The move will be 
completed in the next two 
months.: 

Grauwelman noted that addi- 
tional professional staff suppoft 
needed for the MATC effort has 
been identified and will be 
brought on board in the coming 
months. “We need to add pro- 
fessional management personnel 
and staff with expertise in spe- 
cific areas. We expect to recruit 
from the Mound and from the 
metropolitan area. This includes 
securing team experts in such 
areas as business development, 
technology conversion and 
strategic and facility site plan- 
n i ng.” 

“An environmental advisor is 
also a high priority for the 
office,” said Grauwelman. “This 
position would oversee the safe- 
ty and health aspects of the con- 
version effort, which remains an 
important issue for successful 
site transition. And, we will uti- 
lize the‘services of the Small 

Business Development Center 
of the Dayton Area Chamber of 
Commerce at this time to assist 
the Mound incubator program. 
Their extensive expertise in this 
area is important to incubator 
growth and business success.” . 

The Miamisburg Mound has 
been i n  operation as a highly 
secured, federal n u c l e a r ,  
weaponry technology center ’ 
since 1947. The Department of 
En erg y. i n c o n j  unction with 
EG&G,  is in  the process of 
transferring the resources of the 
facility from public use to pri- 
vate industry conversion by the 
Mound Community 
Improvement Corporation. 

Other primary sites in various 
stages of transition and econom- 
ic development besides t h e  
Miamisburg Mound include the 
Savannah River Site at Augusta, 
GA and Aiken, SC; the Rocky 
Flats Site a t  Denver and 
Boulder, CO; the Pinellas 
County Site at  Tampa/St. 
Petersburg, FL; the Oakridge 

. Site at  Knoxville, TN;  t h e  
Kansas City Site at KS and MO; ,’ 

the Idaho Site at Idaho Falls, ID 
and the Hanford Si te  at - 
Richland, Pasco and 
Kennewick, WA. 
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Nuclear waste debate 
heats up at Los Alamos 
By William J. Broad 

Debate has broken out among 
federal scientists over whether 
t he  planned underground 
dump for the nation's high- 
level atomic wastes in Nevada 
might erupt  in a nuclear 
explosion. 
The debate, set off by scien- 

tists at t h e  Los Alamos 
National Laboratory in New 
MerJco, concerns the planned 
repository deep below Yucca 
Mountain about 100 miles 
northwest of Las Vegas. 

Planning for the repository 
began eight years ago and stud- 
ies of its feasibility have cost 
more than $1.7 billion. The fed- 
eral government wants to open 
the repository in 2010 as a per- 
manent solution to the prob- 
lem of disposing of wastes from 
nuclear power plants and 

NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE 
nuclear warheads. 

The possibility that buried 
wastes might detonate in a 
nuclear explosion was raised 
privately last year by  Dr. 
Charles D. Bowman and Dr. 
Francesco Venneri, both physi- 
c is ts  a t  Los 'Alamos, I n  
response, lab managers formed 
teams to investigate the idea 
and, if possible, disprove it. 
"If we knew how to put the 

stake through its heart, we'd do 
it," said Dr. John C. Browne, 
head of energy research at the 
lab. 

The spent fuel from nuclear 
reactors is permeated with plu- 
tonium, significant afnounts of 
which would remain active for 
more than 50,000 years, long 
after the steel canisters that 
once held it had dissolved. 
Bowman argues that serious 

dangers would arise thousands 
of years from now, after the 

steel canisters dissolved and 
plutonium slowly began to dis- 
perse into surrounding rock. 

The rocky material, he said, 
could start a chain reaction by 
slowing down neutrons that fly 
'out of plutonium atoms under- , 
*going spontaheous decay. . ; 

The review team concluded 
the theory held serious flaw,$ 
Browne said. First, dispersal 9f 
plutonium would take much 
longer than envisioned - so 
long that the plutonium woad 
have mostly decayed. I 

Second, the review team felt 
that if a plutonium pile did 
begin to heat up, the reactiob 
would automatically slow dowp 
and stop as the heat made tly 
pile expand. 
Third, the team felt that an$ 

reaction would be too slow to 
cause an explosion and a pile 
would simply heat up like 
reactor. I 
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Schools compete in science bowl 
Winner going 
to Washington U 

By Jim Babcock 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

For the fourth time in Eve 
years, a team of Beavercreek 
High School science students 
has answered its way to the 
U.S. Department of Energy 
National Science Bowl. 

The Eve-member team cap- 
tured the fifth annual Miami 
Valley Science Bowl champion- 
ship Feb. 25 with a dramatic 
come-from-behind victory over 
second-place Fairborn High 
School. 

Science Bowl competition 
pits teams of high school stu- 
dents against each other in a 
quiz format. 

The teams score points each 
t ime a member correctly 
answers a science-related 
question. 

The Beavercreek team’s 
spoils of victory include a $500 
savings bond and a Science 
Bowl wristwatch for each mem- 
ber, a team plaque and an 
expense-paid trip to Washing- 
ton for the April 28 through 
May 1 national competition. 

The Fairborn team received 
$200 savings bonds, Science 
Bowl wristwatches and a team 
plaque. 

The third-place finisher, Har- 
rison High School from Farm- 
ington, Mich., earned $100 sav- 
ings bonds, Science Bowl 
wristwatches and  a team 
plaque. 

A total of 32 high school 

High schools and how they finished in the fifth annual Miami Val- 
ley Science Bowl: 
H flrst place - Beavercreek 
H Second place - Fairborn Team “A” 
W Third place - Harrison (Farmington, Mich.) 

Fourth place - Kettering Fairmont 
H Fifth place - Centerville and Middletown 
H Seventh place -Wayne and Fairborn Team “B” 
H Ninth place - Miamisburg, Carroll, Franklin Team “A” and 
Arcanum Team “B” 
II 13th place - National Trail, Trotwood-Madison, Vandalia-Butler 
and Arcanum Team “A” 
W 17th place - Bellbrook, Greenville, Dunbar, Lemon-Monroe, 
Eaton, Hamilton Badin, Preble Shawnee Team “A” and Franklin 
Team “B” 

25th place - Blanchester, West Carrollton, Little Miami, Mead- 
owdale Teams “A“ and “B,’: Chaminade-Julienne Teams “A” and 
“B,” and Preble-Shawnee Team “B” -_ 

teams vied for the Miami Valley 
championship, which was spon- 
sored by the Energy Depart- 
ment Dayton Area Office, 
EG&G Mound Applied Tech- 
nologies Inc. and the University 
of Dayton. 

Except for the Harrison High 
School team, all teams were 
from the Dayton area. 

The Beavercreek team was 
on the winning side of the 
double-elimination competition 
until losing a semifinals match 
to the Harrison High School 
team. 

The 134- to 124-point loss 
droaped the Beavercreek team 
into the losers bracket, from 
where it reached the Enals only 
after defeating Middletown 
High School for a second time 
and then reversing its fortunes 
against the Harrison team. 

In the Enals, the Beavercreek 
team could win the champion- 
ship only by twice defeating an 

undefeated Fairborn team “A”. 
It did just that, winning the 
first match by a score of 96 to 
76 and the second by 114 to 92. 

The second match featured a 
come-from-behind effort that 
saw the Beavercreek team rally 
from a 56 to 36 deficit at the 
match’s halfway point. 

“Beavercreek came on really 
strong there,” said Mark Beck- 
er, EG&G Mound public affairs 
director. “They had to, because 
it was do-or-die for them.” 

Beavercreek teams also won 
the Miami Valley championship 
in 1991,1993 and 1994. 

The 1991 team finished 
fourth in that year’s National 
Science Bowl, while a 1992 
team was runner-up in the 
Miami Valley bowl. 

The 1995 team will compete 
in the National Science Bowl 
against 44 other high school 
teams from across the United 
States. 
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Mound workers 
to get - 1  help from 
o.s.u.,’ Sinclair 

i 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

Ohio State University is joining Sinclair 
Community College in developing an educa- 
tional training program that could aid displaced 
Mound workers. 

OSU, along with the help of such “distance 
sites” as Sinclair, will offer a six- month certifi- 
cation program designed to prepare people for 
entry level, technical positions in environmental 
reclamation and will offer a graduate fellowship 
program in environnlental sciences. 

OSU received a $3 million grant from the U.S. 
Department of Defense to pay for the program. 

“The DCID created this environmental partner- 
* ship not only to meet their own work force 

needs in cleaning up thousands of contaminated 
defeme installations, but also to assist with the 
training of dislocated defense workers and 
young adults for employment in the environ- 
mental industr},” said Len Smith, Sinclair’s 
industrial training coordinator. 
“Hopefully, h e  can help these displaced 

employees to come back i n  with different 
ski 1 Is.” 

@ 

SINCLAIR WILL provide local facilities 
and support for the certification program, but 
support will be phased in as educational ele- 
ments are developed, said Smith. 

“An initial class of 25 students will be select- 
(Continued on Page 13) 

Mound workers ... 
(Continued from Page 1) 

ed for training at OSU April 17 through October 
6,” he said. “After that class, we hope the training 
will be available at Sinclair.” 

S m i t h  said those interested i n  the proFram 
should have some background in math and science 
as the program features technical material. 

“We need good quality people in this program, 
hopefully that already have a degree,” he said. 
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“But  those-with some background in math and sci- 
ence should be able to quickly get up to speed.” i ’ 

Those who would like to learn more about the , 
program may contact A. Thomas at (614) 292- 
5485 or Smith at 449-60 18. 

‘”This is a major effort,” said Smith. “It’s good to 
see Ohio State and Sinclair cornbhe strengths to 
meet a need in the communities.” 
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a Burg officials meet in Washington to 
discuss ‘Mound 2000’ cleanup plan 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

The city of Miamisburg wants the Mound to be 
cleaned up in the r..:xt five years. 

Officials of the city, the Mound Community 
Improvement Corporation and t h e  Mound 
Advanced Technology Center met with U.S. 
Department of Energy officials and legislators in 
Washington D.C. to promote their Mound cleanup 
plan - Mound 2000. 

Miamisburg Mayor Dick Church Jr. said he met 
with Thomas Grumbly, DOE Under Secretary in 
charge of the Mound site, to promote quick 
cleanup of the Mound site. The DOE has projected 
that the cleanup will take until 2025. 

“We presented them‘ with our Mound 2000 pro- 
posal that they just come in and put all their 
resources to work so they can be out of here in 
five years,” said Church. “At this 2oint, millions 
of dollars have been spent and very little dirt has 
been turned. It makes sense for them to just come 
in and do the job,” he said. “It would save a lot of 
money - millions of dollars - it would get them 
out of here and it would free up the complex for 
more economic developnient efforts.” 

Church said DOE 0ffici:tls seemed rece‘ptive to 
the proposal. City officials also met with local 
Congressmen and governor’s representatives to 
f i l l  them in on Mound 2000 and present budget 

(Continued on Page 3) 

(Continued from Page 1) 
concerns. 

CHURCH SAID he was 
“very concerned” about the cur- 
rent atmosphere of budget cut- 
ting i n  t h e  government now, 
fearing that the budget already 
proposed for  the Mound for 
1995 could be scaled back fur- 
ther. 

“That would really jeopardize 
what we are trying to do here,” 
he said. “But our  legislators told 
us they support what we are try- 
ing to do and will try to shield 
us from any further budget 
cuts.” 

Church said the group also met 
with Ed.  Mastel and Earl 
Wahlquist of the DOE’S 
Radioisotopic Thermonuclear 
Genekor  Space Program while 
in Washington D.C. 

“I t  looks as though the RTG 
program will stay at the 
Mound,” said Church. “A report 
on that is to be released soon 
and that’s good news for the 
Mound.” 

Church, City Manager and 
CIC Chair John Weithofer and 
MATC Manager Mike 
Grauwclinan also attended a 

national workshop and seminar 
during the trip by the Energy 
Community Alliance. The  
alliance is an organization of 
communities across the U.S.  
which serve as host sites for 
DOE facilities. Church serves as 
the national secretary for the 
organization. 

“We heard Newt Gingrich 
speak and we also heard him 
and President Clinton speak at 
the National ,League of Cities 
meeting,” said Church. Other 
Miamisburg officials that attend- 
ed the National League of Cities 
meeting were Vice Mayor Hazel 
Eisele and council members 
Mady Ransdell, Dave Wood, 
Andy Alford and Bill Fuller. 

“Some of the things that 
Gingrich was saying just scare 
me to death,” said Church. “A 
lot of the program cuts he is 
talking about will affect pro- 
grams that are important to the 
citizens of Miamisburg.” 

All in all, the Washington D.C. 
trip was a successful one, said 
Ch tirc h. 

“It was a great trip, very pro- 
ductive,” he said. “And it’s great 
to be home.” 
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City of Miamisburg 

An annual report to the citizens of Miamisburg 

Community Partnerships 
Guide City in 1994 

ineteen ninety-four was 
an outstanding year that 
brought together 

Miamisburg citizens, businesses 
and city government in community 
pannerships. The people who live 
and work in Miamsburg responded 
enthusiastically when asked to help 
City officials. address the many 
complex challenges facing the 
community. This high level of 
participation places the city on the 
leading edge of a national trend in 
which citizens cooperate and 
collaborate with their local govern- 
ments, offering fresh ideas and 
new vitaliG for the good of the 
community. partnership support. 

Eight business located at Mound Advanced Technoloo Center with 

New initiatives invite participation 

In Miamisburg, citizens have accepted highly 
important volunteer roles as advisors and decision 
makers in the efforts to create the Mound Advanced 
Technology Center. The  City’s goal is to create new 
jobs by leveraging the country’s investment in the 
human and technological resources at Mound and 
converting those.resources to private business uses. 

A new initiative this year brought citizens together 
to develop plans for the future of Miamisburg’s 
downtown and historic neighborhoods (including 
everything west of Seventh Street). The Friends of 
Miamisburg, a conimittee of citizens, mec over a 
period of months to develop ways to promote and 
improve the area. Their reconimendations, along 

with those of a downtown revitalization expert, have 
formed the basis of a downtown action plan that is 
already being implemented. 

In the ever-growing volunteer program throughout 
City operations, 275 volunteers donated 20,000 
hours of service, working side-by-side with City 
employees saving an estimated $120,000. Some 
programs and activities would not be possible 
without volunteer help. Best of all, these citizens are 
enjoying themselves white learning about their city 
government and stretching the City’s resources. 

The volunteer program expanded i n  1994 with the 
addition of a volunteer coordinator. That  position is 
the result of a collaborntive arrangement between the 

(corrtiniied on page 2) 
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Residential 

development 

kept a brisk 

pace in 1994, 

with 93 new 

home permits 

- issued as 

of the end of 

November. 

.- 

continued from page 1 
City and EG&G Mound that provides stafing for the 
CERCLA Reading Room at the Senior Adult Center. 

1995 will bring new opportunities 
New initiatives in 1935 will provide opportunities 
for new community partnerships. A strategic 
planning process will bring together citizens, Ciry 
Council and staff to establish a vision and a working 
plan to guide Miamisburg’s future direction. 

Also, citizens will be asked to share ideas on the 
design of the Family Aquatic Center planned near 
Sycamore Park and on the future of refuse collection 
in the city. As Miamisburg moves toward commu- 
nity-based policing, citizens will take a stronger role 
in many aspects of public safety. 

1974 IN REVIEW 
The events and projects highlighted in this report 
represent unique and special accomplishments. I t  is 
also important to remember that the Ciry daily 
fdfills its mission of providing high quality services 
to citizens. At rhe heart of that mission are services 
such as police and fire protection, traffic control, 
road maintenance, refuse removal, water and 
wastewater services, and recreation services and 
facilities. In  1994, service levels were maintained 
despite decreased staffhg and increased demand. 

The Mayor, City Council and City Administration 
hope you will read with interest and pride this report 
on what the Miamisburg community accomplished 
in 1794. 

A Economic Development 
The best news of 1394 was the growth of businesses. 
About 1,100 jobs were added by attracting new 
commercial and industrial businesses such as Best 
Buy, Sears Home Life, Lone Scar Steak House, 

McDonald‘s, 
Taco Bell, 
Manor Care 
Nursing 
Home, MIM 
Industries, 
Trader Pub- 
lishing, ATT, 
Mosier, Hi- 
Teq, and the 
DOE Ohio 
Field Office. 

Look for 
moderate 
growth in - 

Best Buy was 
ne ufrhe many 

business that 
contributed tu 

strung retnil 
devclupmenr in 

1394. 

1335, as several new prospects for light industrial 
and commercinl businesses arc in the discussion 
stages. At the same rime, the City will continue to 
monitor the proposcd sale of Monarch Marking by 
its parent company, Pitncy Bowes. A task force of 
local and regional rcprcsenrativcs has bceti 
appointed to assist the City with econoniic develop- 

ment issues associated with the sale of this impor- 
tant firm. 

A Residential development remains strong 
Residentid development also kept a brisk pace in 
1394, with 93 new home permits issued as of the 
end of November. Pipestone remains popular with 
home buyers. Fifty-five units valued at $9 million 
have been built to-date. Ten lots remain in Section 
I1 and 40 new lots in Section I11 are slated to 
become available in late spring. 

Not only is new building highly valued in 
Miamisburg, but existing commercial and residential 
property continues to rise in value. A good indicator 
of this growth is the appraisal of all properry by the 
Councy auditor. In Miamisburg, the appraised value 
of property has risen from $200 million in 1970 to 
$300 million in 1994 - a 50 percent increase in just 
four years. A significant portion of this figure was 
generated by existing propercies. 

A Mound Advanced Technology Center 
I t  was a year of firsts for Mound. October marked 
the first time a secretary of the Department of 
Energy visited Mound. Secretary Hazel O’Leary 
brought good news with her endorsement of the 
Mound Economic Development Plan and seed 
money of $10 million to fund the first year of the 
three-year plan. The  funds target activities such as 
facility improvements, assistance for Mound 
businesses and marketing. 

Another first came when Mound became the first 
DOE facility in the U.S. to sign leases with eight 
private businesses - all of them started by former 
Mound employees. These exceptional individuals 
have shown the courage to take a risk to shape their 
own futures. 

Getting to chis point has been far from simple. 
Legislative battles have been fought and won; 
budgets have been reinstated; the Department of 
Energy’s Ohio Field Office, with a projected 250 
employees, has been opened; economic develop- 
ment programs are in place; and equipment issues 
have been resolved. 

A Partnerships have been vital 
None of these accomplishments would have been 
possible without the strong partnerships we have 
built during the transition process. Congressmen 
Tony Hall, Dave Hobson, John Boehner, Senator 
John Glenn and Governor George Voinovich have 
been outstanding supporters. Also, Montgomery 
County, the Chamber of Commerce and the Small 
Business Development Center have made key 
contributions to the City’s efforts. 

Right here in Miamisburg, ciuzens have stepped 
fonvard to serve on the Mound Community 
Iniproverncnc Corporation, which administers . 

h4ounrl fiiridiiig nnJ programs, and the Mound 
Reuse Committee, a n  advisory group representing ;I 



' . wide variety of community interests. Their support 
and guidance has been invaluable. With their help, 
Miamisburg remains at the forefront of defense 
conversion of DOE facilities around the country. 

@A Downtown Developments 
Last year, the Friends of Miamisburg, a citizens 
committee, accepted the challenge of finding ways to 
breathe new life into Miamisburg's downtown and 
preserve its unique historic character. As part of an 
innovative National League of Cities program, a 
joint effort with the consulting firm of Hyetc-Palma, 
Inc., nationally recognized experts in downtown 
revitalization efforts, resulted in the development of 
a comprehensive action plan. Among the recommen- 
dations is che formation of the Historic Miamisburg 
Community Partnership, a committee currently 
raising funds to set the downtown plan in motion. 

The Partnership has a full agenda for 1995, includ-. 
ing studies of parking, retention and expansion of 
existing businesses, possible building code amend-, 
mencs, residential programs and marketing and 
promotion activities. The cornerstone of the down- 
town revitalization is the hiring of a Main Street 
coordinator, a person who would work for the 
Partnership and serve much like a mall manager to 
coordinate activities and promote the area. The 
position would be funded through the Community 
Partnership and the Ciry. 

- 

0 A Community-Based Policing 
In October, the Ciry was awarded a $225,000 grant 

to hire three new police officers under the Crime Bill 
approved by Congress. With the two new police 
positions approved by Council in the 1994 budget, 
the City's authorized sworn strength is now 38. 

The personnel funded by the grant will allow the 
Ciry to introduce a new concept called communiry- 
based policing, which involves citizens and police 
working together on crime prevention and safety. 
This type of partnership has worked successfully in  
other cities because it gives law enforcement greater 
visibiliry and provides citizens a role in their own 
protection. Again, the City will ask Miamisburg 
citizens to take an active part in the safery, securiry 
and future of the community. 

The Police Department promoted Aubrey Baker to 
the position of assistant police chief in 1994. He 
joined the Department in 1979 as a patrol officer 
and has worked his way chrough the ranks. 

Miamisburg police sergeant Jim Royce has been 
named the I994 Officer of the Year b y  the Mont- 
gomery Counry Association of Police Chiefs. 

A Parks and Recreation 
The major Parks xnd Recreation Departinenr 

highlight for 1994 was the hiring of a new director, 
Becky Bcnna. She brings viluable experience, quality 
credentials, a cuscoilier service orientation and  
energetic leadership to - the job. 

Also in 1994, the City received the first payment 
of a $4.6 million grant from the Department of 
Energy to relocate Community Park. This reloca- 
tion is due to an environmental restoration project 
slated for the canal area in the park. The current 
Comm un  icy 
Park will 
eventually be 
used as a 
neighbor- 
hood park 
afrer the 
completion 
of the clean- 
up program. 

-The reloca- 
tion project 
includes a 
move to 41 
acres of properry adjacent to Syc.amore Park; which 
recently was purchased by the Ciry. The  major 
feature of the refurbished park will be a new, $3.2 
million Family Aquatic Center with a conventional 
pool, a zero-depth pool, water slides, picnic areas, 
sand volleyball, tennis and basketball courts. 

,The City will be asking citizens to participate in an 
advisory committee to provide direction on the 
needs, design, and facilities of Family Aquatic Center. 

Other highlights in Parks'and Recreation include 
the near completion of the $329,000 reconstruction 
of the Mound Golf Course Club House and the 
opening ofrhe Miamisburg Soccer Complex on 
Medlar Road, with seven soccer fields. 

A Street Improvements 
A new and improved Maue Road benveen 

Alexandersville and Gebhart-Church Roads was re- 
opened to traffic this fall. The beautiful new road, 
with its traffic 
and safery 
improve- 
ments, was 
worth the 
wait. A Scare 
grant to the 
Ciry pro- 
vided 
$844,000 
coward the 
$1 million 
project. The 
Ciry paid 

and kliarni Township, $5,000. 

The iniprovcmenr of Belvo Road from Byers 
Road co Rosina Drive was delayed to 1995 because 
of chc closing of Maue Road. The City did not 
want ro close two niajor'&t-\vest streets at the 
saiiir rime. Tlic coiitract for this project has bccn 
awarded a n d  construction will scart SOOII. 

Worrh the 
w i t  - Mmie 
Road a je r  
million dollar 
i?nprovrnrmrs. 



Mound plant in line 
for quick cleanup 

. By Tom Price 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 

WASHINGTON - T h e  
Mound nuclear weapons plant 
is a prime candidate for accel- 
erated cleanup that would 
make almost all of t h e  
Miamisburg facility available 
for commercial development 
by the year 2004. 

Mound workers are prepar- 
ing an acceleration proposal 
that Energy Secretary Hazel 
O’Leary said is “right on 

target”  with the  Energy 
Department’s goals for rede- 
veloping plants that are being 
closed. 

I t  could be “very tough” to 
fmd all the money needed to 
accelerate the cleanup during 
this period of federal budget- 
cutting, O’Leary told a group 
of reporters Tuesday. But, she 
said, “fast cleanup of areas 
where the requirements are 
u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  t h e  

SEE MOUND/GB 

Mound. 
CONTINUED FROM/lB 

technology exists moves us more 
quickly to private-sector enter- 
prise, which is just the vision we 
have for these sites.” 
.-Faster cleanup would enable 

Mi.amisburg to recruit more busi- 
nesses to the site more quickly, 
Mayor Dick Church Jr. said. 

It .also would save federal tax- 
payers’ money and show that 
“the Department of Energy can 
get in and clean up a site and get 
out,” Church said. “Let’s start 
t u w g  dirt, clean it up and show 
res.ults.” 

..Thomas . Grumbly, assistant 
energy secretary for environmen- 
tal.:-management, wants to pick 
some s i t e s  for accelerated 
cleanup and has asked the 
department’s Miamisburg Area 
Office to submit a proposal for 
Mound, department spokes- 
woman Wendy Butler said. 

‘The proposal will be submitted 
bp-.late May or early June, 
according to Oba Vincent, asso- 
ciate director for environmental 

’ management at the area office. A 
decision is expected by early 
October, Vincent said. . . 

.:As it is being developed, the 
proposal calls for the department 
tosspend about $380 million .to 
clean up Mound through 2004. 
Existing cleanup plans estimate 
costs at $680 million through 
2025, Vincent said. 

Acceleration would save 
money in the long run, he said, 
but would require more money to 
be:.spent over the next eight 
years, The proposal would make 

.- , i 

W Owner: U.S. Department of 
Energy 
W Operator: EG&G Mound 
Applied Technologies Inc. . 

H Location: Miamisburg 
Size: 306 acres, 130 build- 

ings 
H Employment: About 1200; 
peak was 2400 in 1985. 

about 90 percent of Mound avail- 
able for redevelopment, Vincent 
said. Not available would be 
buildings still housing Energy 
Department operations or used 
for storage of nuclear wastes. . 

Mound is expected to continue 
processing radioactive tritium for 
weapons until about the year 
2000, and those facilities might 
not be cleaned up by 2004, Vin- 
cent said. The plant might con- 
tinue producing energy sources 
for spacecraft indefinitely, he 
said. 

Some nuclear waste must 
remain at Mound until a disposal 
site is available, he said. 

Simply spending less time on 
the cleanup would save money, 
Vincent said. And, working 
closely with the Ohio and US. 
Environmental Protection agen- 
cies, Mound workers are develop- 
ing more efficient cleanup meth-, 
ods, he said. 

Even without accelerated 
spending, Vincent said, the plant 
probably will be cleaned up 
quicker and less expensively than 
expected in current projections. 
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DOE opens Freedom of 
Information Room at Mound facil i ty Reading8 -_ __  

! by STEVE SANDLIN ’ - 

. !  
Assistant Editor 

an effort to make.more 1 
information available to’citizensi 
in this post-Cold War era, the 
U.S. Department of Energy has 
opened a Freedom of . 
Information. Reading Room at 
the Mound plant. 

Officials from the DOE, a 

EG&G and the City of 
Miamisburg were on hand 
Thursday to participate in a rib- 
bon cutting to celebrate the 
opening of the reading room. 

“This is one more significant 
event and this one is big,’’ said 
Phil Hamric, manager of the 
Ohio Field Office of the DOE at 
the Mound facility. “We’ve gone 
a’step further as the information 
available here is beyond what is , 
requ ired. . .  

“We’ve included material we 
. :  . .  

felt the public would like to j 

have access to,” he said. 
The Freedom of Information 

Reading Room currently con- 
tains about 430 books and I ,200 
items of microfiche and includes 
material from the EG&G 
Technical Library, DOE orders, 
copies of the EG&G and FERM- 
CO contracts and historical doc- 
uments pertaining to DOE facili- 
ties in Ohio. 

ALSO, FINAL Occurrence 
Reports for the entire agency 
can now be accessed through 
Opennet, a computer program 
that provides an abstract of doc- 
uments that have been declassi- 
fied agency-wide. 

By mid-April, access through 
Internet will be avaiiable for 
documents pertaining to 
research ccnducted using human 
subjects and “Human Radiation 
Experiments: The Department of 

. .  

Energy Roadmap to the Story 
and Records. Other materials 
will be added as appropriate. 

Jane Greenwalt has been 
named the Freedom of 
Information Act Officer in 
charge of the reading room. 

to set this up,” she said. “The 
EG&G folks did a tremendous 
job.. 

“I hope the public makes this 
room their own,” said 
Green wa I t. 

The Freedom of Information 
Reading Room will be open 
Monday through Friday from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m. and from I to 4 
p:m. The telephone number in 
tlie room is 865-4078. At this 
time, the reading room wi I1 have 
no effect on the CERCLA 
Public Reading Room located at 
the Miamisburg Senior Adult 
Center in Miamisburg. 

“So many people have helped 

- .. - 

Miamisburg News 
Miamisburg’ OH 

Officer Jane Greenwalt and DOE Ohio Field Office Manager Phil Hanlric participate in a 
riblmn cutting ceremony to open the DOE’S new Freedom of Information Reading Room 
at the Mound facility. (W = 7,000) PHOTO BY STEVE SANDLIN 
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Mound plant a a. - - 
sacred or cash 

cow? Milking it 
for millions ... 

Conventional wisdom (whose?) says that I 
should not mention “the Mound,” Miamisburg’s 
old Cold War cash (sacred?) cow, or that we 
have been milking i t  for millions of dollars 
since 1947. Yes, I too have cashed quite a few 
Cold War checks, but never got blank ones. 

Maybe I should not mention Miamisburg 
Mayor Dick Church Jr.’s recent trip to 
Washington D.C. It is indeed his duty to try and 
milk more millions (for us) from the DOE and 
the Mound. I see, from my highlighted copy of 
“Mound 20 OO...” (THE NEWS, Wed. 3-22), that 
we and the DOE can cash the checks, uh ... I 
mean, clean up the contamination until 2025! 

Unlike Mayor Church, “Gingrich” does not 
scare me to death with some of the things he 
says; the unpleasant truth merely makes me ner- 
vous. Maybe that’s just because I’m a taxpayer, 
with nothing to lose but the other two-thirds of 
my paycheck. 

Yes, the nasty Newt and his budget-cutting 
buddies will indeed affect decades worth of pro- 
grams and promises that can neither be paid for 
nor kept. From the MCCAA to the Mound we 
go ‘round and ‘round. 

Milking more millions from the Mound is 
easier than wondering and worrying about. an 
abstract incomprehensible $5 trillion national 
debt. On one page, THE NEWS recently fea- 
tured the photos of the new babies of 1995. 
Like many people, it is hard for me to REALLY 
believe that each one of these beautiful little 
babies is at least $2,000 in debt ... or that some- 
day “they” will REALLY have to pay the 
national debt. 

Hey, maybe the,babies of illegal~aliens and 
unwed mothers will pay it for them. It is OUR 
duty to clean up their nation and their debt! 

THE MIAMISBURWEST CARROLLTON NEWS . 
Page 12 

Section 6 
Wednesday, March 29,1995 

CONVENTIONAL WISDOM (whose?) 
also says that I should likewise be scared of Pat 
Buchanan and Ross Perot, though (three years 
ago) my job almost went to Mexico. Pat, Ross 
and I were against NAFTA even before the $20 
billion bailout of Mexico’s peso ... and the free 
traders and corporate-communist raiders. 

Hey, I was ready to adapt, adjust and start 
filling out job applications and taking tests; I 
did it quite a few times before. Yes, my little 
Mound milkers, that’s life in the private sector 
a.k.a. the real world. I didn’t even have a work- 
ing spouse to pay for my house. Sad stories are 
like elbows: almost everybody has at least one. 
Although, most of us write our own at the big 
keyboard of life; I’ve done some sloppy (lazy) 
plotting with a few terrible typos. 

Like DESC, some day the Mound will be in 
the private sector; we do not need to pay for or 
promote a “good deal” or private property for 
private enterprise. 

I do want our environment and the Mound to 
be reasonably clean for the new babies of 1995. 
I also want the national debt cleaned up, 
because I do not want them to turn against their 
elders ... me. 

It will be awkward and unpleasant for us if 
Speaker Gingrich and his budget cutters abolish 
the Department of Energy; at least before i t  (or 
someone?) cleans up the Mound’s radioactive 
contamination ... and possibly 27,000 other sites 
at 9,700 other installations. 1t’s.going to cost 
over $41 billion dollars. How much over? 
Maybe, Israel, Mexico, and the UN will let us 
spend it on ourselves? 

No, unlike Mayor Church, Newt Gingrich 
does not scare me to death with what he says. 
However, I have decided that (at the present 
time) annexing our Miamisburg suburb would 
be a bad idea for we citizens of West Carrollton 
... unless we can give the Mound to Franklin. 

I’ve got it! Since Republican Senator Mark 
Hatfield has (finally!) replaced Democrat 
Senator Robert Byrd as Chairman of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, we can start getting 
our money back from those West Virginians! 

There is no point in crying over the spilt 
radioactive milk from the old Cold War cash 
(sacred?) cow. I guess we must milk the Mound 
for moremillions, until it is either cleaned up ... 
or is udderly dry. 

At least the Reagan haters cannot blame 
President Reagan for ending the Cold War - 
because Mikhail Gorbachev gets all the credit 
for that! 

Carrollton. 
Leon Harrison is a resident of West 
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:Mound cleanup 
.̂ -may get fast-track 

- ‘Limited’ problems 
kited by key official 
By Tom Price 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 

L- WASHINGTON - When it 
:;omes to cleaning up the nation’s 
:,Contaminated nuclear weapons 
-plants, small may be beautiful : and Miamisburg could benefit. 
: Miamisburg’s Mound Plant 
could be cleaned up for no more 

.than $541 million in 30 years, 
: according to the report released 
:by  the Energy Department on 
*Monday. That leads top Energy 
:Depadment officials to want to 
: do the cleanup even faster to get 
: it out of the way. 
* “I want to see in the near-term 
:many of these places, that are 
: not contaminated in a major way, 
:off of our rolls and back into 
e some productive use,” Assistant 

. Energy Secretary Thomas G m -  
bly said. 

M o u n d ’ s  p r o b l e m s  a r e  
“sufficiently limited’’ that G m -  
bly would like to accelerate 
cleanup there, he said. Energy 
Secretary Hazel O’Leary made 
similar comments last week 
about a Mound proposal to com- 
plete the cleanup by 2004. 

In its current draft form, that 
proposal estimates 90 percent of 
Mound could be cleaned up and 
converted to commercial opera- 
tions for $380 million under the 

.shorter timetable. Stretching the 
cleanup through 2025 would cost 
more than Tuesday’s report indi- 
cates - about $680 million, 
according to the estimate being 
prepared in Miamisburg, 

Officials in Washington .and 
Miamisburg said final costs 
should be lower than their cur- 
rent estimates because the 
department will learn how to do 
the cleanup more efficiently. 

- 
TUESDAY. APRIL 4. 1905 
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U.S. puts CEeunup 
At Nuclear Sites 
At $230 Billion 
@$+s By T I % f m Y  Norti B -7 

Staff Reporterof TIIK WALL S m a n  JUURHAL 
WASHINGTON - Cleaning up the na- 

tion's contaminated former 
nuclear-weapons facilltles will m t  $230 
billion and take 75 years, the Energy 
Department sald. 

Although the cleanup's cOst was pre- 
viously estimated by government agencies 
and othen at  5300 bllllon or more, the $230 
billion figure Is the most reliable estlmate 
to date. according toThomas Grumbly. the 
Energy Department's asststant secretary 
for environmentat management. He sald 
the new flgure was based on the first 
"bottomup" analysis of thedeanup activi- 
ties planned at  the varlous former weapons 
facilities. 

Even the new. lower flgure confirms 
that the weapons plants' careless dlsposal 
of nuclear waste throughout the Cold War 
created an envlmnmental disaster of un. 
precedented cost. "Thls Is larger than the 
amount of money the natlon Invested in the 
  pol lo space program." Mr. Grumbly said 
at a news conference. 

The SUO billion estlmate assumes that 
much, but not all. of the contamination 
would be removed, and that the sltea would 
stlll remaln largely Inaccessible to the 
public. 

The estlmate. whlch was required by 
Congress. doesn't include the S23 bllllon 
spent thus far on the cleanup- It also 
excludesmost projected cleanuplcwtn,for 
facilities thatarestill actively produdng 
or dtsassembling- nuclear.wcepomparlsts, 
such as the~mtex plana nearllmarillo. 
Texas.-A&texdudea entlrely deanups at 
the US- NBvp's n-onfadli- 
ties and aLtbeNeda~nudeartest alte. 

S t e p h e r * . M e ,  a guest SCbolaE. at 

countfngLUwe exdude& fadlftfes wuld 
lncreaeathecleamp estfmaW$!.-akleast 
SI0 bllllba., 

Meetlng3heSBfP billbmrcoat. target 
wauldi'requhspendlndlnga totaLoLS(4 
blll lm m a r s r t h m t h e Q M ' o w a h ~  
tlorcarrenw hasbudgeted fonthacleanup 
f ~ ~ i 9 9 8 0 o . a 0 0 B ? ~  GLrmrt)&8a&For 
th6t reasom hes& thsEaeqpDepafi 
mM4s n e g P f t a t l n g . M t k t c u t  
some of Its cbawpcnmmihnents. 

theB~kings!InstltUlionpeSUmateSlthat 
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EPA .defends 
.its budget, cites 

By Tom Price 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 

WASHINGTON - Energy Sec- 
retary Hazel O’Leary on Tuesday 
defended her department’s bud- 
get to a Congress that may cut 
funding for cleanup at nuclear 
weapons facilities, such as 
Miamisburg’s Mound Plant. 

O’Eeary told the Senate Armed 
Services Committee the Clinton 
administration already has 
reduced its cleanup spending 
plans and can afford to do so 
because of improved efficiency. 

But, she warned, “there are 
limits to LOW much the (cleanup) 
budget can be reduced without 
jeopardizing public health and 
safety and our ability to comply 

i th appl icable  laws and 
agreements.” 

A cut in the cleanup budget is 
likely t o  hurt Mound, said 
Michael Gessel, aide to U.S. Rep. 
Tony Hall, D-Dayton. That would 
be particularly true of Mound‘s 
proposd for accelerated cleanup. 

e 

While Mound proponents say a 
quicker cleanup would save 
money in’ the long run, it would 
require higher spending between 
now and 2004. 

Both congressional chambers 
already have passed legislation 
that would cut $100 million previ- 
ously appropriated for environ- 
mental restoration and waste 
management at the plants this 
yearl and conferees are trying to 
resolve differences in the bills. 

Cleanup advocates worry 
about deeper cuts for 1996 - 
especially in the House, where 
Budget Committee Chairman 
John Kazich, R-Westerville, has 
suggested abolishing the Energy 
Department to reduce the fed- 
eral deficit and Republicans 
must make massive spending 
cuts to fulfill their “Contract 
with America.” 
Sam Nunn of Georgia, the 

ranking Democrat on the Senate 

cuts 
. .  -. 

committee, told O’Leary that his:: 
panel is “probably more support-:. 
ive (of cleanup spending) than . 

I d a h o  Republ ican Dirk”  
K e m p t h o r n e  sa id  he .  is:,. 
“concerned that budget cuts to-i 
the environmental restoration:: 
and waste management account 
would make it difficult if not 
impossible for the Department of 
Energy t o  meet its cleanup 
commitments.” 

And Ohio Democrat John 
Glenn advocated an increase in 
the administration‘s cleanup 
budget, saying he is skeptical of 
plans to bolster cleanup through 
“increased efficiencies.” , 

“I think they have a way of not 
’ coming through,’’ Glenn said. “I 
think (in budgeting), when we 
don’t know what else to do, we 
say: ‘Well maybe we can get 
increased efficiencies.’ ” 

Hall is concentrating on fight- 
ing cuts in the adrrinistration’s . 
budget request in the House. 

The budget is “a bare-bones 
request that represents the mini- 
mum needed by the Energy 
Department to carry out ‘its 
numerous obligations and reduce 
risk,” Hall wrote in a letter he 
plans to circulate among House 
members. 

“Without full funding in fiscal 
1996, the weapons complex 
(cleanup) could be thrown sen- 
ously off schedule,” he wrote. 
“This could result in additional 
human health and safety haz- 
ards, breaking legal agreements 
with states, and delaying the 
time when the contaminated 
sites can be returned to safe and 
productive economic use.” 

The .administration wants $6.6 
billion for cleanup in 1996, up 
from $6 billion this year. But that 
represents an effective cut of’4 
percent because the cleanup 
workload increases, O’Leary said. 
For cleanup from 1997 through 

2000, she said, the administration 
iS requesting $5.5 billion less than 
was projected in earlier budgets. . . 

any in Congress.” . .  

- 
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JMound explores 
cleanup options 
New technologies could allow 
easier disposal of contaminated soil 

.. .. 

By James Hannah 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Operators of the Mound nuclear 
weapons plant said Friday they are 
exploring new technologies that 
might provide for a more efficient 
cleanup of a contaminated canal 
bed next to the plant. 

Monte Williams, manager of en- 
vironmental res torat ion for 
EG&G Mound Applied Technol- 
ogies Inc., said one of the methods 
could be used ifit proves effective. 

But he said the plan is still to dig 
the radioactive, plutonium- 

ced soil, pack it in boxes and ship 
it to Nevada for disposal. 

The excavation at the plant, lo- 
cated in Miamisburg, is expected 
to take two years and cost about 
$25 million, said Dan Carfagno, en- 
vironmental specialist for EG&G. 
The excavation is to begin in late 
1996. 
: Themen detajled the progress of 

Mound’s cleanup during a lun- 
cheon at the Dayton Engineers 
Club. 

The canal, which sits next to a 
highway and a public park, was 
contaminated in 1969 after an un- 
derground pipeline at the plant 
ruptured, releasing plutonium into 
the surrounding soils. Heavy rains 
washed the soils into the canal, 
where about one-third of a gram of 
plutonium was spread over a 1.5- 
f i e  portion of the canal bed. 
:Small amounts of plutonium 

have since been detected in canal- 
bed sediments up to 3 feet deep. 
Plant operators have said it poses 
no public health threat but must 
be cleaned up because it is on the 

deral Superfund list of hazard- 
s-waste sites. 

@Williams said there are several 
technologies that may be able to 
separate the plutonium from the 
soil. including the use of bacterial 

The status of environmental 
cleanup.activities at the Mound 
nuclear weapons plant: 

The‘bed of the Miami-Erie 
Canal next to the plant is con- 
taminated with plutonium. The.. 
Energy Department is finalizing . 
guidelines for the cleanup. 
BBI Volatile organic com- 
pounds, or VOCs, were found in 
soils around a storage shed. 
Most of the chemicals were re- 
moved from the soil using a M-. . 
por extraction process. More 

-sampling is scheduled.. 
R Soils around a firefighter 
training area were contaminated 
with petroleum. The soils have 
been’ removed to a treatment 
area.] 
0 Radioactive contamina- 
tion of soils around an aban- 
doned septic tank are being 
studied to determine the extent 
of contamination. 

. 

’ 

. .  . .  
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treat the soil on-site and avoid the 
high cost of transporting it for dis- 
posal in Nevada. 

“We’ll have a very small volume 
of contaminated media left over,” 
he said. 

Carfagno said there is an average 
of 1,200 picocuries per gram of plu- 
tonium in the canal soil. The plan 
is to reduce that to 75 picocuries. 

“The problem with plutonium- 
contaminated soil is that the plu- 
tonium adheres very strongly to 
the clay particles,” he said. “So the 
big problem is getting the plutoni- 
um separated from the clay 
paiticles.” 

The Mound Plant, which began 
operating in 1948, makes triggers 
for nuclear weapons. The U.S. De- 
partment of Energy plans to cease 
production this fall, leaving clean- 
UP of radioactive and hazardous 
waste as the primary activity. 

kcrobes to lbreak the bonds be- + Williams said it will take about 
tween the dirt and plutonium. 20 years t o  clean up the entire 

That would enable operators to Mound site. 
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Quill announces $83,000 check from DOE for 
PlLT payment to Burg schools 

Montgomery County 
Treasurer Hugh Quill 
announced Thursday at he has 
received a check in the amount 
of $83,706.88 from the U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE) 
representing compensation for 
lost property tax revenues for 
the Mound plant in Miamisburg 
for the tax years of 1992 and 
1993. This disbursement is 
called a Payment i n  Lieu of 
Taxes (PILT). 

“For many years now, the 
Mound property has not gener- 
ated a penny in revenue for the 
Mi am i s burg s c h oo I s y s t e m , .’ 
said Quill. “DOE has made 
good on its promise to pay 
Miamisburg back for tax dollars 
that could have been.” 

Because property owned b y  
the US. government has histori- 
cally been exempt from taxation 
by state and local governments. 
the Miamisburg school system 
has previously received no tax 
revenue from Mound. Several 
years ago the U.S. Congress, 
through Section 168 of the 
Atomic Energy Act, recognized 
that communities which host 
.nuclear defense related facilities 
are due compensation for lost 
property tax revenues. In 1992, 
the treasurer presented DOE 
with a bill for lost property tax 
monies. The $83,706.88 check 
represents payment for that bill. 

The agreement between 
Montgomery County and the 
DOE is also expected to include 
ongoing annual payments of 
$41,853.44. 

I n  a related initiative, 
Montgomery County, together 
with the Miami Valley Regional 

Transit Authority and the City of 
Miamishrg, has commissioned 
a tax impact study to determine 
whether Mi am is burg has 
i n c u r re d a “s pe c i a 1 b u r de n ” 
resulting from iMound’s pres- 
ence. 

The goal of the study is to 
evaluate the tax viability of the 
Mound site as i t  exists today and 
determine what its potential 
could have been had the site 
been allowed to develop com- 
mercially, industrially or resi- 
dentially. Quill plays to use this 
study to submit a special bur- 
dens claim to DOE by year’s 
end and, pending settlement, 
hopes to establish a tqust fund 
for the Miamisburg School 
District. 

“There’s much work yet to 
do,” said Quill. “Clearly, a case 
can be made for additional com- 
pensation based on more realis- 
tic land values. 
“M i am is bu rg sc hoo 1 offici a Is , 

Miamisburg city officials and 
Congressman Tony Hall joined 
us in this team effort. I wish 
they cohld all endorse the 
check,” he said. “However, this 
time of year, it’s always better to 
be cashing a check from the fed-. 
era1 government than writing’ 
one.” 
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Guest column on RTGs commendable, 
but some information was inaccurate 
To the Editor: 

I must commend you on the 
recent guest column written by 
William Schmidt of 
Farmersville concerning the 
Radioisotopic Thermoelectric 
Generators (RTGs) produced at 
Mound and used on the 
Voyager 1 and 2 missions. The 
perspective of how effective 
these units have been over the 
years and the information 
relayed from the depths of 
space was informational to 
your readers. 

First of all, it may be of 
interest to readers that the con- 
cept of RTGs was developed at 
Mound in the early 1950s. 

The technology that has 
made Voyager and other space 
missions successful, was pio- 
neered by scientists at Mound. 
Early in 1954, Kenneth Jordan 
was working on a project 
involving the conversion of 
nuclear energy .to usable elec- 
trical energy. He connected a .  
small steam engine to an elec- 
trical generator and used 
decaying radioactive material 
as a heat source to boil the . 

water needed to dive the steam 
turbine. The thermal energy 
could not keep u p  wi th  the 
demands of the turbine. 

A luncheon discussion with 
another Mound scientist, John 
Birden, resulted in the idea of 
using thermocouples - enough 
to make a thermopile - in con- @ junction with the radioactive 
material in order to conserve 

and harness the resulting heat 
and.senerate electricity. 

Within two hours, Jordan 
worked out the calculations 
which established the principle 
of the’nuclear battery. The first 
working model was constructed 
in a matter of days. It is on this 
principle, patented by Jordan 
and Birden. that all radioiso- 
topic-powered thermoelectric 
generators are based. 

However, Mr. Schmidt was 
not quite accurate on some of 
his information. He initially 
noted that the last RTGs deliv- 
ired to NASA by Mound and 
the Department of Energy was 
for Voyager, which is not true. 

In October 1989, the Galileo 
space probe was launched from 
the Space Shuttle Atlantis. . 

Providing the power for 
Galileo probe were two RTG 
units that were fabricated at. 
iMound. 

Galileo is currently en route 
to Jupiter on a mission to study 
the planet’s atmosphere, satel- 
lites, and surrounding magne- 
tosphere. The spacecraft was 
named for the Italian 
Renaissance scientist who, in 
1 6 10, discovered Jupiter’s four 
major moons with the first 
astronomical telescope. 

According to NASA, the 
spacecraft will reach Jupiter 
this year. The mission will be 
the first to make direct mea- 
suremenrs from an instrument- 

ed probe (to be launched from 
the spacecraft in  July 1995) 
within Jupiter’s atmosphere 
and the first to conduct long- 
term observations of the planet 
and its magnetosphere and 
satellites from orbit around 
Jupiter. It will be the first 
orbiter and atmospheric probe 

- for any of the outer planets. 

In October 1990, Ulysses, 
carrying .. one .- RTG, was 
launched in a combined effort 
between NASA and the 
European Space Agency. The 
Ulysses space probe’s mission 
is to explore the Sun and 
heliosphere and regions that are 
unexplored above the Sun’s 
north and south poles. 

The Department of Energy 
and Mound currently are work- 
ing on the RTG program for the 
upcoming Cassini mission, 
which is planned for October of 
1995 and will be studying the 
planet Saturn. 

Again, Mr. Schmidt gave us 
an excellent view of the RTGs 
purpose and what it has accom- 
plished on previous missions, 
but Mound has clearly been 
active in this program in recent 
years as well as preparing for 
another future mission. 

Sincere1 y, - 
Mark C. Backer 
Manager Public Affairs ’ 

EG&G Mound Applied 
Technologies, Inc. 
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Exueri-Center receives fundina 
E a r l  N. Fray  (left), general  manager  and  president of EG&G Mound Applied 
Technologies, and Warren C. Sherard (right), acting area manager of the Department of 
Energy’s Miamisburg Area Office, recently presented a check for $15,000 to the 
Miamisburg Experi-Center and its director, Deborah Gill. he contribution of funds is part 
of the DOE’S continuing support of science and mathematics education across the United 
States. Funds will go toward the operation of the Experi-Center, currently located in the 
bathhouse. a t  the Miamisburg Swimming Poo’l. The Experi-Center provides hands-on sci- 
ence activities for area schools. More than 1,200 students are expected to visit the center 
during this school year. 
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'Hard Choices Environmentai 
movement being torn apart by hype, myths 

By Patrick Moore, Ph.D. -- 

ore than 20 years agcj, I was one of a 
dozen or so activists who founded 
Greenpeace in the basement of 

A new brand of 
environmental ' 

extremism has emerged 

diversity of opinion, and 
even democracy. 

$0 radicalize their 'message. They demanded. . that rejects science, 
restrictions on human activity and the uses of natu- -=s ezs 

-4 
ral resources that far exceedany scientific justifica- 
tion.'That tactical decision created an atmosphere 
in which'many environmentalists today must rely 
on sensational rhetoric and misinformation rather 
khan good.science. Programs have gone forward 
without input from more knowledgeable environ- 
-mentalists and other experts; the public debate has 
been needlessly polarized as a result of the 
movement's unwillingness to collaborate with otii- 
ers less radical. 

In addition to choosing a dubious tactic, the 
environmental movement also changed its philos- 
ophy. along the way. It once 

rided itself on subscribing 
o a philosophy that 

:,transideological, and 
.transnational" in 

@ was "transpolitical, 



Eco-extremists entirely 
reject machinery and industry; they invoke science 
as a means of justifying the adoption of beliefs that 
have no basis in science to begin with. 

. .Anti-free enterprise. Although communism and 

.state socialism have failed to protect the environ- 
ment, eco-extremists are basically anti-business. 
They have not put forward an alternative system of 

‘ organization that would meet the material needs of 
society. 

-ti-democratic. Eco-extremists do not toler- 
ate dissent and do not respect the opinions and 
beliefs of the general public. In the name of 
“speaking for the trees and other species,” we are 
faced with a movement that would usher in an era 
of eco-fascism. 

The international debate over clearcutting offers 
a case study of eco-extremism in action. Groups 
such as Greenpeace and the Sieka Club have 
mounted major campaigns against clearcutting, 
claiming that it is responsible for “deforestation” 
on a massive scale in Canada and elsewhere. In 

, fact, no such deforestation is taking place in Can- 
. ada or the United States, and a ban on clearcutting 
could do more harm than good. 

use of hype and ’ 
myths by Greenpeace 

and the Sierra Club is symptomatic of the larger, 
problems facing the modem environmental move- 
ment. Confrontation too often is preferred over col- 
laboration, and eco-extremism has shoved aside 
the earlier spirit of tolerance and concern for the 
fate of humanity. The results have been harmful to 
the movement as well as to the environment we 
seek to protect. 

As an environmentalist in the political center, I 
now find myself branded a traitor and a sellout by 
this new breed of saviors. My name appears in 
Greenpeace’s “Guide to Anti-Environmental 
Organizations.” But surely the shoe belongs on the 
other foot: The eco-extremists who have taken con- 
trol of the nation’s leading environmental organiza- 
tions must shoulder the blame for the anti- 
environmental backlash now taking place in the 
United States and elsewhere. Unless they change 
their philosophy and tactics, the prospects for a 
protected environment wiUremain dim. 

- 

PATRICK MOORE is an expert on forest and energy issues, 
having earned a Ph.D. in ecology from the University of Bntish 
Columbia in 1972. He was a founding member of Greenpeace 
and served for seven years as a director of Greenpeace Interna- 
tional. 
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EG&G Mound 1 of 16 to get 
Friend of Education award 

a 

By: Cathy Mong 
D A ~ ~ O N  DAILY NEWS . 

EG&G Mound Applied Tech- 
nology in Miamisburg has been 
awarded one of 16 Ohio Friend of 
Education awards, sponsored by 
.the -National School Public Rela- 
tions Association. 

Nominating EG&G for the rec- 
ognition was Sharon Angel, pub- 
lic re la t ions  d i rec tor  for 

‘;I suggested to Greg White- 
head, the high school principal, 
thht EG&G be nominated,” 
Aqgel said. 

.She said the facility has been a 
paktner in education for more 
than 10 years. “They have been a 
good friend to schools.” 

In his letter, Whitehead wrote: 
“Since EG&G took over as con- 
tractor of the Mound,. they have 
been a generous supporter of OUT- 

,.M*sburg City Schools. 

science department. Like Mon- 
santo before them, they have 
awarded a ‘no-strings attached’ 
grant to  the department” which 
has grown from $2,000 to $4,000 
annually. 

Purchases through these 
grants include a high-powered 
telescope, a video microscope, a 
television and VCR, a laser disc 
player, student microscopes and 
gel electrophoresis kits. 

Besides donating money to var- 
ious projects, “they provide the 
expertise of their personnel to 
our high school science depart- 
ment and have been helpful’in 
that they have taken high school 
science teachers to Mound to 
observe what goes on in the sci- 
ence lab.” 

student for outstanding service. 

will be Friday in Columbus. 

Each year, EG&G recognizes a I 

A winner recognition banquet 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26,1995 o 
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anergy Dept, cutting 2-00 
jobs at Mound by October 

’ by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

The  U.S. Department of 
Energy announced Tuesday that 
about 200 involuntary layoffs 
will be required at the Mound 
Plant i n  Miamisburg by Sept. 
30, 1995. 
These layoffs are necessary 

because the future mission and 
budget level at the Mound can- 
not sustain the current work 
force, according to DOE offi- 
cials. - 

“This is what we expected as 
part of the budget process,” said 
Miamisburg Mayor Dick Church 
-. “But i t  may not be a: bad as a c seems. 
“We had been told by the area 

office that some positions had 
not been filled as people left and 
that would be included as part of 
the workforce rcduction,” he 
said. “I don’t know i f  that is 
included in this new information 
but if so that could mean that 
less than 100 people currently 
employed would lose their  
jobs.” 

According to DOE officials, in 
May, 1933, the DOE decided to 
consolidate the non-nuclear 
component of the nuclear 
weapons production complex 
‘and to cease operations at the 
Mound plant eventually.  I n  
response to. this decision, the 
DOE, in conjunction with stake- 
holders, developed a work force 
estructuring plan consistent 
i t h  section 3161 of  the 

-National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 1993. 
The purpose of this plan was to 

lessen the impact of the down- 
sizing of the Mound work force 

3 

on employees and their commu- 
nity. The first two phases 
involved an enhanced early 
retirement program and a volun- 
tary separation prosram. The 
number of involuntary layoffs 
was reduced by 41 8 positions as 
a result of these programs, said 
officials. 

DOE OFFICIALS said they 
are committed to assisting the 
employees who will be affected 
by the layoffs. Among the bzne- 
fits that will be made available 
to them are: retraining and edu- 
cation assistance to help them 
prepare for new careers: prefer; 
ence in  hiring for eligible 
employees for  new work at  
Mound or other DOE facilities; 
and a medical benefit extension 
to ensure that displaced workers 
and their families are not ivith- 
out medical insurance whi!e 
they search for new jobs. 

In addition, the Mound 
Transition Center will continue 
t o  offer career development 
assistance such as providin,o 
information on local job oppor- 
tunities, resume and job search 
training and access to a nation- 
wide job opportunity data base. 
The center is located at the 
Mound Plant and is available to 
all Mound employees from 
Monday through Thursday froni 
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

“This is why the Mound 2000 
program is so important,” said 
Church. 

That program, proposed by the 
city, would accelerate the 
cleanup at the Mound, thus sav- 
ing money and allowins the 
entire plant to be converted to 
civilian use more quickly. 

“The Ohio House of 
Representatives has a l ready 
passed a resolution in support of 
Mound 2000 and we’re waiting 
to hear from the Senate,” said 
Church. 

Church said he will be travel- 
in: to Washington D.C. next 
Tuesday and WedneFday as pan 
of the Dayton Area Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual visit and he 
will take the opportunity to meet 
w i t h  DOE off ic ia ls  about 
Mound 2000. 

He  will also travel to the 
nation’s capital on May 22-24 to 
meet with DOE officials on the 
matter. 
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I Mound conversion: EoBrgy 
Department officials r e e i v e  
proposal/2B :,22 

By Todd R. Wallack 
DAYTON DAILY NMlS ;E 

if3 

.,. 

.o 
‘b 1‘4 -04 

The Mound Plant appears 
headed for more t q o i l  over;jthe 
next two years, raising quesjions 
about the future of plans to .wm- 
rr.ercialize the site. f?. 

EG&G, the  Massachusetts 
ccxpany that manages th  ,.d 
cuclezr-weapons plant f o r  T he 
go-,rernment, notified wotR&s 
Monday that it will not seek8 an 
esension on its contract, set t o  
e q i r e  September 1996. . .2 

iost officials expresse&!Mr- 
se a t  the move, but E G & e i a s  

The company announced:llast 
y e z  that it planned to cut itsities 
to several Department of E d h  
wezpons sites around the &n- 
tq-! after changes in the Xon- 
trzcts made them less profitawe. 

Niamisburg officials said Ithey 
we:e disappointed, sayingts’the 
move could hurt plans to @m- 
mexialize the facility gradu&tly. 
“I wonder  how commi,tted 
(EG&G) wd.l be as a lame-%&k 
mziager,” Mayor Dick Church 

. :., 

1) e% hinting at it for monthsi? 

Said. 
Though EG&G has r e c s d  

mixed reviews for its part in eco- 
nomic development efforts,.-p.ffi- 
cia3 worry the company &$o 
ever! less during the r e m w g  
year and a half of its contract;: .’ 

The transition to  a new qp- 
agement team could f u r t p r  
delay the plans, Church said.? 

Few of t he  plant’s 4,200 
employees are  likely to;;;Cfe 
affected in the short run. “ W n  
FGkG took over the plant Qjp 

santo in 1988, there was aery 
turnover except in q g e r  

macagement,” Mound sp&+- 
m&? Mark Becker said. !h,41 
Energy officials said theyypn 

already think of a h a l f - d b p  
potentia! suitors ready to  $%e 
EGkG’s place. 

. . ,I  

Robert Folker, assistant .~$p- 
ager of the Energy Depart$&$ 
field office, said the agency,qll 
probably put the contract u n i i r  
bid this fall and select a new:@$- 
tractor by late summer of 199$i 

Possible candidates for ;.,&e 
$110 million to $120 W o n + o n -  
tract include Momson I C ~ U + ~ ~ ,  
an Idaho company with op0qj- 
tions in Cleveland, and Ja?,gs 
Engineering, a California com- 
pany that employs former E 
Mound CEO Jack Clark. 

“Change is always dismp&&,” 

good.” 

ItG 
Folker said, “but change 

Balancing z r;. 

. -  Mound conversion: 
Energy Department officials 

- 1 . .  
. .  

By.Tom Price 
. ’ $  

- .A proposal receive proposal/fiB 
yould save $1.1 
ert the Mound . group concerned about cleanup 

008 ,was ‘pre- Cowdrey - one of about 70. 
-ranlung Energy activists in washgton to meet , 

e, ‘neighbors Of . Department officials - said she : 
from around .the fears that additional budget 8 

. .  country ‘converged on, Washing- would doom the proposal for : 
. ‘ton to urge Conmess not to  con- accelerating the Mound cleanup. : 

tinue cutting funding for clean- That plan, prepared by the : 
.ing up the facilities. Energy Department’s Miamis- . 

The Senate and House budget burg &ea Office, would- require : 
Committees are beginning t o  the  department  to  increase ’ 

-write their Versions Of the 1996 Mound’s  c l e a n u p  b u d g e t  j 
budget resolution this week, and between now and 2001. However, i 
bomb Plant cleanups might be cleanup spending would drop to  
,cut in efforts to balance the fed- neariy zero by 2004. 
eral budget by 2002. Earlier this Accelerating the effort would 

,year, the new Republican major- cut cleanup costs to  $551 million. : 
.ity rescinded $200 milhon appro- from the $991 currently project- ; 
priated for. cleanup in 1995, and ed, the proposal contends. 
smaller cuts are proposed in an Total costs of decontaminating : 
additional 1995 rescission bill and operating the plant through :j 
t ha t  ,is in a House-Senate  2008 would be $1.2 billion. How- 
conference. ever,. the federal government 

“When funds for Cleanup are would have to  spend $2.3 billion 
not adequate, the health of our if cleanup and maintenance ’ 

community is affected and (the stretched through 2025. 
health of) our children and their Thomas Grumbly, assistant 
children and their chddren,” said Energy secretary, has said he I 
Sharon Cowdrey, president of wants to  accelerate cleanup at I 
Miamisburg Envi ronmenta l  one or more plants and that ; 
Safety and Health, a citizens Mound is a prime candidate. ; 

h t  to  civilian at Mound. 

sMonday. . with lawmakers and Energy 
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contract with Moun 
The Mound Plant faces the- 

possibility of another setback 
following the announcement by 
EG&G this week that the 
Massachusetts-based company 

. would not continue to manage 
the facility past the end of the 
current operating contract. 

According to Earl N. Fray, 
president and senera1 manager 
of EG&G Mound Applied 

(Continued from Page 1) 
contracts on DOE sites. EG&G 
took over management of the 
site from Monsanto in 1988. 

mercialize the property, and 
Mi ami s b u rg offici a 1 s have 
expressed concern over the pos- 
sible effect the management 

Plans are in the works io com- 

Technologies. Inc., the company 
would no longer pursue a con- 
tract extension to operate the 
Mound Plant once the current 
contract expires on Oct. I ,  1996. - 
EG&G announced last year that 
the company planned to exit the 
Department of Energy manage- 
ment and operations business 
which includes four remainins 

(Continued on Page 10) 

'turnover'may have on proposed 
business ventures. 

The DCE will probably be 
able to put the S110- to SIZO- 
million contract up for bid this 
fall, according to Roben Folker, 
assistant manager..of the 
agency's fjeld office. Selection 

of a new manastment company 
may be made b! the summer  of 
1996. 
Miamisburs Mayor Dick 

Church Jr. couldn't be reached 
for comment as he is i n  
Washington D.C. to sped, ii.ith 
the DOE on the Mound 2000 
program. 

Environmental worksh~p to deal with health 
questions 
All interested members of the 

public are invited to attend a 
workshop on community envi- 
ronmental health from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. on Friday, May 19, 
at the Day's Inn  Hotel, .Dayton 
South; 3555 Miamisburg- 
Cen tervi I le Road. 
The workshop is jointly spon- 

red by the Agency for Toxic 

(ATSDR), an agency of the U.S. 
Public Health Service, and the 
De part m en t o f En v i ro n m e n t a 1 
Health at the Boston University 
School of Public Health. 

8 ubstances and Disease Registry 

The workshop will deal'with 
questions and concerns citizens, 
workers and health professionals 
have raised about the possible 
health effects from. chemicals 
and radiation in the environment 
around DOE facilities. 

Topics covered to be covered 
at  the workshop: sources of 
information for finding out how 
chemical and physical agents 
may cause harm to human 
health: the types of studies car- 

ried out b y  epidemiologists;  
what kinds of health ,statistics 
are used in conducting a public 
health assessment; what types of 
health conditions may be related 
.to environmental contamina.nts; 
and how health assessors use 
information gathered from local 
health professionals and con- 
cerned citizens. 
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to attend the next Mound Plant public 
meeting, The meeting subject will be: 

' An update on the Mound Plant 
Site Communications Plan 

An update on budget and 
priorities for fiscal year 1996 
Congressional submissions 

An update on Mound 2000 
(a new strategy for clean-up 
at Mound) 

For more information, please contact Jolene Walker, 
EG&G Community Relations at (513) 865-4140. 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  H e a l t h  Workshop 
for t h e  C o m m u n i t y  

The Agency for Toxic Subsfances and Disease 
Registry(ATSDR), an.agency of the U.S. Public Health 
Service, and the Bosfon University School of  Public 
Health are sponsoring an envikonmental health workshop for 
the community. 

WHEN: 
WHERE: . 

Friday, May 19,1995 8:30 a.m.-4:30 pm. 
Days Inn Dayton South ' 

3555 Miamisburg-Centerville Road 
Dayton, Ohio 45449 

Concerned citizens, Mound Plant employees, and local 
health care providers are especially encouraged to attend. 

This workshop is provided to the public on a space-available 
basis, at no cost to participants; please pre-register by May 
17, 1995, to assure your place at the workshop. The Days 
Inn Dayton South is wheelchair accessible. 
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Earth Dav at rWHS 
Students at  biiamisburg High School obsen-ed Earth Day last month with a series of out- 
door activities includinia  biautification project and good old fun in the sun. Well,.actual- 
ly, the sun missed most of the activities but students braved the cold to spread mulch, 
plant trees, flowers and shrubs, and compete in interclass competitions such as softball, 
kickball arid ~oileyball .  Class projects included adopting a whale, painting murals and 
signs, and collecting money to “adopt an acre” in the Cost Rican rainforest called the 
Talamanca Corridor. PHOTOS BY SUSAN CARROLL 
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Earth Day at Experi-Center * 

Laura Hendley, 9, of Miamisburg got her hands dirty Saturday a t  one of the demonstra- 
tions available during Earth Day '95 a t  the Esperi-Center on First Street. Miamisburg 
junior Julia Johanan helped Hendley work a potting wheel, and explained to the young- 
ster the finer points of clay molding. Carolyn Stubb, 7, of h'liddletown earned a hair-rais- 
ing experience when she assisted in a demonstration of static electricity during Saturday's 
activities. The day-long event marked the 25th anniversary of the observance of Earth 
Day. PHOTOS BY SUSAN CARROLL 
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%e savs workers 

. .  .-. . : ..' . . . . . . . . .  
. 1  . .  . .  

By Timothy R. .Gaffn'ey . . . . . .  .'.'.; . -: 

:. The Mound Plant has found.no 
:evidence of radiation exposure 
after dobble-checking 29 workers, 
some of: wnose earlier tests indi- 
cated \hey had been exposed, 
safety managers said Wednesday. 

The &mm.lly thorough tests 
iatisfy %e Department of Energy 
plant's concerns about the possi- 
ble exfiosure of those workers 
during :a 1991 decontamiqation, 

DAYTON DAILY NEWS ' 

project.1- 
- But results are still out on tests 

of.aotfier 150 workers, said Rob- 
ert :?Benson, bioassay pr.ogram 
manager-.for 'EG&G Mound 
Applied Technologies Inc., the. 
nuclear .weapons plant's opera- 
tor. A union,official said botched 
testing '.'procedures have made 
workers'distfustful. . . . .  

A-testing snag surfaced in 
October .'when plant maxagers 
acknoWledged,..l20 urine samples 
had sat"on,shelves for months or 
years instead of being. analyzed. 
An .expanded. testing effort was 
marred by.flawed results from a 
commercial testing laboratory. 

I n  D e c e m b e r ,  M o u n d  
announced :that. a. batch of tests 
from a secorid 'lab indicated 24 
workers had been exposed to 
radioactive Actinium-227, which 
tends to collect in the liver and 
loses only half its ,potency over 
21.7 years. 

But the laboratory that per- 
formed those tests later learned 
contaminated. equipment could 
have produced false, exposure 
indications, Benson said. 

A testing snag surfaced in October 

acknowledged I20 urine samples 
had sat on shelves for months or 

years instead of. being analyzed. An 
expanded testing effort was marred 

by flawed results from a 
commercial testing laboratory. 

I i 

: 1 .  

' -  

1 %: 
' i  when plant managers I 

.. 

J 
He said Mound testing expens 

worked with the laboratory to 
improve its ability t o  test for 
actinium-227 and ran another 
round of tests. 

At the same time,.it had dupli- 
cate' tests made at the E n e r s  
Department's Argonne NationG . 
Laboratory, Benson ,said. EotX 
testsp.roved:neg$ive: , ; . ' .* ,.' ' . 

. . .  . _  . . . . . . . .  ...... . .  

He said he expects the r 
ing tests to be finished by t 

Gary Nolley: presiden 
Chemical and Atomic 
Union Chapter 74200, 
union has brought in 

.'.dent health physicis 
safety d a t a  and i 
wurkers. 

Of  A u ~ u s ~ : - '  
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I on I Valley 
in dispute 
I 
GOP proposals 
yorry some leaders - i  

I 

W 3 SHINGTON lorn Price BUREAU 
i 
IWASHlTlGTON - The great 

federal budget debate played out 
in front of Miami Valley commu- 
nity leaders Wednesday, as Clin- 
ton administration officials pre- 
dicted devastating consequences 
frbm Republican spending cuts 
afia GOP lawmakers proclaimed 
they would balance the budget to 
bfighten America’s fume: 

Cleanup of the Mound nuclear 
Geapons plant could be an early 
casualty of the cuts, Deputy 
q%sis tan t  Energy Secretary 
James Owendoff told the area 
lmders, who were in the nation’s 
cy i i a l  for their annual lobbying 
%it. 

‘Some GOP lawmakers have 
siggested cutting Sl’oillion to $2 
billion from’ the department’s 
c$anup fund, reductions that 
would diminish chances for the 
ptoposed acceleration of the 
Mound cleanup, Owendoff said. 

A $1 billion cut would force a 25 
percent reduction in Mound’s. 
1996 cleanup budget and eluni- 
nite an additional 297 jobs from a 
p$yroll already set to lose 300 
workers next year. 

:Miamisburg  Mayor Dick Church Jr. said he fears Republi- 
can plans to. also eliminate the 
Ehergy Department would “redly 
Qll what we’re trying to  do.” 

,Miamisburg has developed a 
gbod relationship with the  
Energy Department, and having 
td form a new relationship with 
sgme new agency “would be like 
reinventing the wheel,” he said. 

:Deputy Commerce Undersecre- 
t q  Gary Bachula told the Day- 
tonians that GOP plans to kill his 
depa r tmen t  .and end many 
t q c hnolo gy- develop men t pro- 
grams would damage attempts to 
piornote high-tech industry and 
convert mihtary technology to 
commercial uses. 

’ 

0 

;Technology is “the engine that 
makes everything else go,” 
Bkchula said. While Republicans 
say their cuts will save money, he 
s+d,.“this nation is not going to 
have any money if we’re not going 
to  c o m p e t e  in  t h e  g loba l  
economy.” 

,Some of the area leaders said 
the region would suffer from GOP 
p!ans t o  eliminate other pro- 
grams, such as subsidy of mass 
tr$nsit operations, support for 
volunteer programs, the Corpora- 
tion for Public Broadcasting and 
tde National Endowment for the 

!Others said they welcome the 
GbP move to  shrink the federal 
government. Republican lawmak- 
e$ insisted their efforts would 
produce long-term benefits. 

1“We’re going to have to decide 
if!we want to go through some 
stFain to get this done or if we 
w a n t  to wait till there’s real pain” 
when the national debt gets even 
larger, said Rep. Dave Hobson, 
RCSpringfield. 

q S .  

I 
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MOUND 

You Are Invited I I I 

to attend the next Mound Plant public 
meeting, The meeting subject will be: 

An update on the Mound Plant 
Site Communications Plan 

An update on budget and 
priorities for fiscal year 1996 
Congressional submissions 

(a new strategy for clean-up 
at Mound) 

An update on Mound 2000 

i 
1 

For more information, please contact Jolene Walker, 
EG&G Community Relations at (573) 865-4740. i 
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tions :and.'National Security committees to 
back. the. Clinton administration's plan to  

:spend' $6.6 billion cleaning up contaminated 
nuclear weapons production sites'next year. 

tees with jurisdiction over the topic, the 28 
Democrats and 14 Repubkans-warned that a 
cut in the administration's proposal would 
delay,  d e a n u p  of the  sites, including 

.,Miainisb~g!s Mound Plant. 
. . '  Cleanup ,supporters are worried that fund- 

':@g biJ.l,~$~cut in congressional Republicans' 
attempt'to:balance the budget by 2002. 

The*letter-writing campaign was organized 
by Tony'Hall, D-Dayton; Rob Portman, R- 
Cincinnati; Richard Hastings, R-Wash.; and 
David Skaggs, D-Colo. 

John Boehner, R-West Chester, signed the 
letter. Dave Hobson, R-Springfield, did not. 

..... In' letters .to the chairmen of subcommit- 
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Church is vice chairman . .  

of energy organization 
. . .  

- .  
. . ... . .  - .  
Miamisburg Mayor Dick 

Church Jr, has been elected vice 
:hairman of the Energy Commu- 
nities A.lhance, a national organi- 
zation of local governments that 
have major US. Department of 
Energy i n s t a l l a t i o n s  a s  
neighbors. 

The ECA represents the inter- 
?sts of energy communities by 
?stabfishing and communicating 
?olicy positions to congressional, 
DOE and key federal decision 
nakers. 

One of the org&zation’s goals 
s to ensure that Congress and 
;ne DOE consider. the impact, 

J 

their deliberations on’ the DOE 
complex would have on energy 
communities. 

“My election to  the position of 
vice chair will give the Mound 
community a stronger voice in 
the direction - of policy recom- 
mendations taken by ECA to the 
department and congress,” 
Church said. “It will provide yet 
another opportunity to keep the 
Mound transition effort in the 
forefront.” 

ECA also is a forum for its 10 
member communities to share 
information and experiences 
related to  DOE defense conver- 
sion issues as well as federal poli- 
cies, regulations and legislation. 

Church is ECA secretary and 
will assume his post July 1. 

Church: Hopes to  give 
‘Mound community a stronger 
voice.’ 



Miamisburg citizens train 
to conduct health survey 

Citizens of Miamisburg who are  
worried about radiation contamination 
from the Mound Plant, a nuclear 
weapons 

r - 3  
research and 
production facility 
owned by the 
Department of 
Energy, can now 
begin to get 
s o m e  answers. 
They will learn 
their role in the 
environmental 
health evaluation 
process at a n  
environmental 
health workshop Friday, May 19, from 
830 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. a t  the Day‘s Inn 
Hotel, Dayton South, a t  3555 
Miamisburg-Centerville Road. T h e  
workshop is free. 

Safety and Health group, M.E.S.H., 
requested that studies be done  to find 
out if health problems in the community 
a r e  attributable to pollution from the 
plant. This will be the first in a series of 
workshops designed to inform the 
community and teach them how to 
perform health surveys a n a  how to 
interpret the results. 

Shzron Cowdrey of M.E.S.H. said 
a health survey will detec: any “red 
flags” that could indicate contamination 
from the plant. She expects a n  increase 
in genetic problems in the Miamisburg 

The Miamisburg Environmental 

community will be found. . .  

Those health surveys a r e  
expected to be conducted by citizens 
during the second workshop, which will 
help empower the people who are 
affected by the pollution, said Cowdrey. 

“We’re the o n e s  with the concerns, 
we’re the o n e s  it effects,” she said. 

The workshop is being conducted 
by the Agency for Toxic Subs tances  
and  Diseases  Registry and  the  
Department of Environmental Health a t  
the Boston University School of Public 
Health. The  two organizations a r e  
working together to do the public health 
assessment  for the Mound Plant 
Superfund site. 

questions about what health conditions 
a r e  related to what environmental 
contaminants, where to  firid information 
on  t h e  effects of chemical 
contaminants, how health assessors 

u s e  information from local health 
professionals and  concerned 

citizens, and what the  
advantages a n d  

disadvantages a r e  of 
citizens carrying out their 

: own community health. 
surveys. 

a n y  citizen who has 
environmental health 
questions about  their 
community. Mound Plant 

The workshop will answer 

The workshop is for 

. .  . workers a n d  health 
providers a r e  also encouraged t o  
attend. 

. For more information Or t0 register 
contact Jody  ally a t  Boston University 
at (617) 638-4620. The.local contact is 
Sharon Cowdrey a t  847-9697. 

4 . T .  
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Burg seeks CERCLA volunteers 
The city of Miamisburg'  The duties for these positions 

Volunteer Program. is looking include assisting the public with 
for volunteers to supervise the usage of the Reading.Room and 
CERCLX Public Reading occasionally: assisting , the: 

: Room; 305 East Central Ave.,. Miamisburg.Senioi Adult Center 
: on Mondays from 6 to 8 pim: Evening Program"Coordinator 

and Tuesdays from 4 to 6 p.m. ' with light iecretanal duties. 
.. - .. . . . . . . . . ., . .  



MiamisDurg News 
Miamisburg, OH 
,W = 7,000) Wednesday, May 24. 1995 

We Need YOU m 

\- 

Thursday, 
May 25, 1995 

7:OO p.m. 
Miamisburg Cfvfc Center 

Community Room 
10 N. First Street 
Miamisburg, Ohio 

at the next meeting for the Mound Action 
Committee (MAC). This meeting, 
concerning the Department of Energy 
remediation of the Miami-Erie Canal in 
Miamisburg, Ohio, has the following 
tentative agenda: 

election of officers 
* update on CERCLA process 

concerning the Miami-Erie Canal 

Members of the public are encouraged to 
attend this meeting and provide their input 
on activities regarding DOE'S remediation 
of the Canal. 

For more information, please contact Jolene Walker, EG&G Community Relations 
af (513) 865-4140. 
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.An-'update:on Mound 2000 

For more information, please contact Jolene Walker, 
EG&G Community Relations at (573) 865-4740. 
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Church elected .vice chair of ECA 
,Miamisburg Mayor Dick 

Church Jr. has been elected vice 
chair of the Energy 
Communities Alliance (ECA), a 
national organization of local 
governments that have major 
U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) installations as neigh- 
bors. 

The ECA represents the inter- 
2sts of energy communities by 
establishing and communicating 

Congressional, DOE and key 
federal decision makers. One of 
the organization’s goals is to 
ensure that Congress and DOE 
consider the impact on energy 
communities of their delibera- 
tions on he future of the DOE 
complex. 

“My election to the position of 
vice chair will give the Mound 
community a stronger voice i n  

policy positions to 

the direction of policy recom- 
mendations taken by ECA to the 
Department and Congress,” said 
Church. “It will provide yet 
another opportunity to keep the 
Mound transition efforts in the 
forefront.” 

ECA is also a forum in which 
its ten member communities 
share information and experi- 
ences related to DOE defense 
conversion issues as well as fed- 
eral policies, regulations and 
legislation. 

Church currently serves as 
ECA’s secretary and will assume 
the vice chair’s post on July I ,  
1995. Other officers include 
Chairman Denise Smith of Los 
Alamos County, New Mexico: 
Secretary Dan Lathim of Pasco. 
Washington and Cliff Groff of 
Kennewick, Washington. 
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Bzergy Dept. cut 
by STEVE SANDLIN 

Assistant Editor 
Some members of Congress are talking 

?.DOLI[ cutt ing S I  billion from the U.S. 
De pa r I men t of En erg y ’ s En v i r o n men tal 
Management Program budget in  1996. a 
move that would severely disrupt clean-up 
activities at tlie Mound facility and other 
DOE sites around the country. 

Such a move would cut 525 million from 
;\IC M\/iotiixi’s 1996 budget ana cost the facili- 
:!’ 300 iiiore .jobs in addition to the almost 
300 alr~xd!’ slntzd to end in 1996. 

“This would be devastating to what we are 
:;!:ins io d o  here at the Mound.” said 
‘..liamisburg Mayor Dick Churcn Jr. “That 
a o u l a  cut down the employees at the 
klouna to SO0 employees and would rele- 
cate them to just being caretakers of the 
iacil it?.“ 

Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary is, also 
fighting the proposed’cuts. ,In*a:le,tter to’ 
Congressman Duncan .Hunter, chairman-of. 

e subcommittee on military procurement 
the Committee.:.on National SpJrity, she 

,aid such a cut in the DOE-budget:would . .  

cause severe disruption. 
“A % I  billion cut would prevent upgrades 

of certain safety systems, cause widespread 
delays in cleanup progress, result in large 
scale violations of legal requirements, cause 
significant job .losses including . .- lose of vital 
expertise and increase long tzrni C O S ~ ~ , “  :he 
stated. 
“The bottom line is that a billion doll:lr CtiC 

would create an untenable sititaricn hi- the 
Environmental Management proyam in pro- 
tecting the public health and eiiviroiiment of 
the American people.” 

Church said it was opportune that he \vas 
in Washington D.C. last week when :his sit- 
uation developed. He said he was in the cnp- 
ita! 10 promote the city’s Mound 2000 pro- 
gram that seeks to increase the rare of clean 
up of the site, when the news broke. 

(r 

“MOUND 2000 was well received. but it 
(Continued on Page 161 

Mound budaet e b e e  

(Cootinucd from 1’:cge I j 
kind of took a back scx when this G N I I ~ .  I I I ) .”   id 
Ch iirc h .  

B u t  the $ I  billion DOE C U I  1i;is qtiite ni lot of 
upposition-among local legislarors. hc said. 

“Both (Senator John) Glenn and (Senatoi. Mike) 
Dcwine .. . were . -. lipset -. .. . that . this Was beillg-!)roposed.” 

, .  would cost more Moundjo 
said Church. He also said area Congressmen are 
not in  support of tlie cut. 

A group of 43 members of the [I.:,. I-Iouse of 
Representatives sent a letter tc the n l i l c k d  coni- 
niittee chairmen protesting any cut of the DOE’S 
requested S6.6 billion budget for 1996. 

“We are deeply concerned that a cu( below the 
Fiscal 1996 request .will .seriously inipair the 
Energy Department’s ability to manage radioacti vc 

. .. . __._ 

-- . 
waste throughout the nation and ultimately delay 
the clean up  of contantinated nuclear sites,” s l id  
letter stated. 

. ”The fiscal I996 Energy Department .environiiien- 
tsl budget takes into consideration the nezd IO 
reduce federal expenses. It is a bare bones reqtiest 
that represents the minimum needed by the Energy 
Department to carry out i t  numerous obligations 
and reduce risk.” 

The letters were organized by Reps. To!iy Hall. 
Rob Portman, Richard Hastings and David  

Ohio representatives w h o  signed the letter 
iiicluded t.lall. Porcinan. John Boehner, Steve  
Chnbot Fr:uik Ci-cnierins. Marcli Kaptur, Steven 
LnToiirertc: n n d  Deborah Pryce. 

Church said he will again be i n  Washington D.C. 
nest u ~ r k  to lobt~y on behalf of the Mound and 
talk to legislalors arid DOE officials. 

Skaggs. 

One of tlic topics of discussion will be the recent 
miouncctnent oi’ EGkG that they will not seek to 
rennin ;IS .[lie tiinnaging contractor of the Mound 
facility litter tlieir contract runs out. 

“This-is more of an aggravation,” said Church. 
“It shouldn’t affzct our effons at the Mound that 
much. 
“We just need to make sure a new contractor 

understands and learns what \ye are trying to (lo 
here.” he said. 

Church said he is proud of what has been acconi- 
plished at the Mound, but i t  has been’a tough fight 
and will continue to be so. 

“Every time we take a step forward, anothtr 
obstacle is thrown in our path,” he said. “But this 
has been going on for four years and we will coti- 
time to try and be successful. 

“We are farther along by far than any’other 
defense plant in our commercialization efforts,” hz 
said. 
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o more businesses running at Mound 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

As obstacle after obstacle 
steps in the way of the efforts to 
convert the 3lound facility to 
<onimercial use. successes in 
;he conversion of the defense 
plant also continue to mount up. 

Yet twa more businesses are 
now operating at the Mound 
Advanced Technology Center as 
of Mondny. 

Those businesses are both pre- 
zision mxhining businesses - 
Yl oun d h.1 an u iac t uri n g Center 
Inc.  (hlMC1. ;I new Mound 
smploye-o\vned company, and 
Thaler Machine Company, a 
Dayton-based company estab- 
lished in 1951. The two busi- 
nesses share the former Mound 
machine shop. 

Together they bring 55 jobs to 
the facilitv. 32 of them being 
held by forher Mound workers- 

'Th i s  is a -good example of 
defense conversion in action." 

(Contitwed on Page 16) 
Bill Thaler, present of Thaler Machine Company, conducts a tour of t hc  company':; X P Y  

operations at the Mound Advanced Technology Center. (Photo by Steve Saildlitj) 

New business e o +  

(Continued from Page 1) 
said. MATC Board Chairman 
John Weithofer. who also serves 
as Miami.sburg's city manager. 
"With the transition o f . t h e  
machine shop io piivate sector 
use. Mound continues to lead the 
country in"  Depamnent of 

The  Mound Manufacturing 
Center Inc; consists of eight for- 
mer  Mound rinployees - AI  
Hodapp 111. David Burden, 
Robert Coblentz. Michziel 
DeVoe, Samuel Farler. J.nii- 
Frank. Steven Priser and Dnrrell 
Rhoades. 

Energy conversions." . . .  . 

"COMhIERCIALIZING 11x 
iiiachinr: shop alu.a!;s iiiadc 
sense io people becausl: ihey 
could sce how the kchnolo:y 

applies . in  the private sector,'! 
said Hodapp,.present of'the cor- 
poration. "This opportunity- the 
building, 'the. machines, the per- 
sonnel - was a once-in:a-life- 
t ime opportunity:.As former 
Mound em.ployees,- we kn-ew 
what we had and we couldn't let 
i t  pass." 

Established in  October, 1994, 
h.II\lC now has 15 workers, 13 
of them being former Mound 
cinployees. including the own- 
crs. It's growing list of cus- 
tonicrs inciudes primarily the 
uutornotivr and defense indus- 
tries. 

Thaler Machine Company has 
s igned  a sublease with the 
ivIATC for the entire 76,898 
q u x e  teet of the machine shop 
b u i i d i i i g  and iv i I I  use about 

IS.000 square feet of space IS 
well as various pieces of equip- 
ment,  co expand its ex is t ing  
operations. The company has 
aiso moved nine pieces of equip- 
ment. worth about $500.000. 
into the facility. 

MMC signed a 'use agreement 
with Thaler and the MATC for 
about 8.000 square fee[. With 
the help of the MATC, the com- 
pany will move to 'a  permanent 
site in six'to 12 months. Then. 
Thaler will occupy the entire 
machine shop. 

With  40 workers at the Mound 
facility. Thaler is increasing its 
employment by 50 percent. with 
19 of tnose'workers being for- 
mer Mound employees .  The 
company expects employment to 
; e ~ c n  60 within ' two  years .  

-. 
I nnler 's  c:isiomer list include: 

I he au toniot i vz. ai rcrat't, bo ttl in; 
and Z n i i n i n g .  hydraul ic  ana 
dr fe n s P i nu  u s ir i es. 
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Thursday, 
May25. 1995 

7:OO p.m. 
Miamisburg Civic Center 

Community Room 
10 N. First Street 
Miamisburg, Ohio 

at the next meeting for the Mound Action 
Committee (MAC). This meeting, 
concerning the Department of Energy 
remediation of the Miami-Erie Canal in 
Miamisburg, Ohio, has the following 
tentative agenda: 

election o f  officers 
update on CERCLA process 
concerning the Miami-Erie Canal 

Members of the public are encouraged to 
attend this meeting and provide their input 
on activities regarding DOE'S remediation 
of the Canal. 

For more information, please contact Jolene Walker, €GAG Community Relations 
at (513) 865-4140. 
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aurg takes first 
i ' 0  e 

step. in swimming 
pool project 

by STEVE SANDLIN --Assistarir-Edifo-r - . ' . -- -- - 

The City of Miamisburg wants 
to begin construction on its new 
pool and park complex by 
September and the city council 
set the wheels in motion at their 
May 16 meeting by authorizing 
a design team to begin work. 

The council agreed to allow 
City Manager John Weithofer to 
negotiate with a design team 
headed by Water Technology 
Inc. for professional design and 
construction management ser- 

.ices for the City's planned 41 
acre park and family aquatic 
center. 

Water Technology, based in  
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, will 
work with Leisure Concepts and 
Design Inc.. a firm based out of 
Mt. Prospect, Illinois that spe- 
cializes in park master planning, 
aTuatic facility development and 
I'a n d s c ape arch i ie c t u re and 
Matrix Architects-In?. . . .  . ,,,. .l,i.. .,. a .. Dayton 
based firm that.kpeciaiizes in 

- -%hitecture planning and interi- 

The city council authorized up 
to $40,000 for this work. 

'This is a very specialized type 
of park -development," said 
Parks and Recreation 
Department Director Rebecca 
Benna. "And this firm special- 
izes i n  this type of develop- 
ment." 

"This project is very critical 
@or the community," said 

fleithofer. "When the new park 
is combined with the existing 30 
acres of Sycamore Trails Park. it 
will be a major park area. 

"If the park is to be open in 

.- _--. 

oradesign;.. ..- !*'.-' 

_ .  . 

1996, we'have to be out to bid 
by September," he said. 

The city will continue to seek 
public input on what the new 
pool and park facility should be 
like, said Weithofer. 

"We'are focused on how we 
are going to get input from the 
community for the park - their 
park." he said. 

"WE'RE SHOOTING for 3 

Memorial Day opening i i 1  

1996," said Mayor Dick Church 
J r. 

The $40,000 for the besign 
work for the project will be paid 
by the U.S. Department of  
Energy, which is committed to 
funding the project to the tune of 
about $3 million,. 

"Our share-& the project was 
the purchase of the land," said 
Weithofer. 

However, with the DOE'S 
1996 budset in limbo due to the 
current wave of Congressional 
budget cutting, there is some 
city concern that the park 

(Continued on Page 8) 

Burg council. 
~('ontinued f r m  Page 1) 

project might lose some funding 
,>r ha\.e I'undin$ delayed. which 
would leave Miamisburg with- 
oiii ;1 coinniunity pool i n  1996 
while Community Park is being 
i.1cant.d l ip hy the DOE. 

..\ire have some assurances that 
our fundins will be there tor lis- 
ia l  .year 1995. but on October I 
svhzn fiscal year I996 begins. 
we don't know," said Weithofer. 
"We are pursuing that now." 

- 

t i !  nrhcr business. the city 
i:ouncii ;igrc::t.i to purchase the 
i!r>pi.rI!' ai 4.556 Benrxr Road 
for S 190.000 as the result of a 
1an.suit concerning Pipestone 
Golf Course. 

City Attorney William Forbes 
said that Jim and Alice Cooper 
of that address filed a sui t  in' 
Montgomery County Common 
Pleas Court because of concerns 
about "errant golf balls." 

The property is contiguous to 
Hole 8 of the golf course. 

"It made sense for us to pur- 
chase the property and settle the 
13\vsiiit to ensure the future 
development of Pipestone and 
not raise the risk of the interrup- 
tion of play," 'said Forbes. 

City council also passed an 
ordinance that makes it a misde- 
meanor for a person to allow a 
vicious or dangerous dog to run 
free. 

The ordinance describes a dan- 
gerous dog as one that has, with- 
out provocation, has chased or 
approached someone in a men- 
acing or attacking fashion or has 
tried to bite or otherwise endan- 
ger a person. 

A vicious dog is described as 
follows: 

Has killed or caused serious 
injury to any persons. 

Has caused injury, other than 
killing or serious injury to any 
person, or has killed another do3 
or domestic aninul. 

Has attacked a person or  
domestic animal one or more 
times. 

Is a pit bull terrier. 
Owners of these animals are 

required to keep them securely 
confined at all times and are 
required to obtain liability insur- 
ance of not less than $50,000. 



Wednesday, my 2.4, 1585 
AI I a mi s b u rg I OH 
!W = 7,000) 

h 

>. :: i.. :. - ’.. 
. .  good . .  . I.* f i z h ~ ~ d  ............ ..:. 

... .?x.:.. 
.. . . s . J r  ....* 

. .  .. . ....... .......... . > :  
._. . ....... : - .- . . 

EG&G “Mound -.’ Applied 
Technologi,es has  - b e e n  
.awaided’..:one of only.  15 
“Friend of Egucation” awards 
presented, to;..individuals, 
business and organizations in 
the state of Ohio by the Ohio 
chapter of . the  National 
School Public Relations 
Association; EG&G was 
nominated.for the award by 
Miamisburg high school pnn- 
cipal Greg Whitehead for 
EG&G‘s “generous support” 
of the science department.. A 
$4,000 orant has enabled 

: Miamisbcurg to . purchase 
..equipment such as a 
. .  . -. __ _ _  . . . .  

. . .  .-. 

M e m o r i a l i z i n g  
bombina victims 
Daymon Federa l  %redi t  
Union President is shown 
here with Board Chairman 
Carl King throwing dirt on 
a red oak tree that Dayrnon 
planted in memory of the 
lives lost at the bombing in ‘ 
Oklahoma City. Located on 
the third floor in the Alfred 
Mur rah  federal  building 
was the Federal Employees 
Credit Union, less than half 
of their, credit union staff 
survived. The tree was pur- 
chased by Daymon F.C.U. 
and contr ibut ions from 
employees of Dayrnon. 

powered,  telescope,’ video 
microscope and other scien- 
tific supplies. Pictured are 
Miamis b urg board president 

John Maletta and Earl Fray, 
president and general manag- 
er of EG&G, at a recent board 
meeting . 

-. - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. - ... .- ......... .............. - .. 
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County’s treasurer seeks federal funds 
By David Mendell 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

Montgomery County Treasurer 
Hugh Quill left for Washington 
on Sunday indecisive about how 
much additional money t o  
request from the federal govern- 
ment to offset lost tax revenue 
from the EG&G Mound Applied 
Technologies site. 

Today, Quill has been inside 
the beltway less than 48 hours 
and reality is sinking in fast. . 

He’s now hoping the annual 
allocation the county receives 
won’t fal l  victim to Congress’ 
zealous budget-cutting. 

“These Senate aides are look- 
ing at us like, ‘You want more 
money? Man, do you guys have 
an uphill fight,’ ” Quill said. “You 
try to find additional resources 0 

for the school district and com- 
munity and you wind up fighting 
for your life.” 

Over three days, Quill is meet- 
ing with officials of the US. 
Department of Energy and legis- 
lative representatives in an effort 
to boost money to communities 
like Miamisburg that have lost 
revenue after federal nuclear 
sites were shuttered. . 

Quill is canying a study that 
outlines. the commercial, eco- 
nomic and residential potential 
of the 350-acre Mound site - and 
how much the county is losing in 
tax revenue. 

“Although Congress has sud- 
denly found fiscal religion, we 
strongly believe it doesn’t dimin- 
ish their responsibility to  the 
Miamisburg community,” Quill 
said. 

The federal government now 
gives Montgomery County about 
$42,000 annually as Payment In 
Lieu of Taxes, or PET,  after 
reaching an agreement several 
years ago with local governments 
that have tax-exempt nuclear 
sites. 

Quill met Monday with Sen. 
John Glenn, D-Ohio, and meets 
today with Rep. Tony Hall, D- 
Dayton. 

Though o b t h g  more money 
in this era of frugality is quite a 
task, Quill said he will keep push- 
ing for additional funds. 

“There is no question the 
Mound has been an economic 
asset and has served the country, 
and we feel they have a continu- 
ing obligation to compensate the 
school and local authorities for 
those 350 acres,” Quill said. 
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0~ Votes boost base 
Mound changeover budgets reduced 
By Tom Price 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 

WASHINGTON - House rmlitary subcom- 
mittees Tuesday voted to hike administra- 
tion plans for spending on weapons programs 
managed at  Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, but to cut funds important t o  redevel- 
oping the Mound nuclear weapons plant. 

The actions are part of a broader move by 
the new GOP House majority to increase 
President Clinton’s overall military budget 
while reducing money for Defense Depart- 
ment efforts to help communities and busi- 
nesses recover from military downsizing. 

The National Security Committee is sched- 
uled t o  consider t h e  subcommittee 
recommendations today when it takes up the 
1996 defense authorization bill. 

The procurement subcommittee voted to  
cut $742 million from cleanup of nuclear 
weapons facilities, such as Mound. The 
research and development panel voted to kill 
the Technology Reinvestment Project, a $500 
million defense-conversion program thah has 
been tapped by area institutions seeking to 
compensate for post-Cold-War economic 
losses. 

Procurement subcommittee Chairman 
Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., implied the cut 
wouldn’t slow cleanup at nuclear weapons 
plants. but Energy Department officials said 
previously that a rumored $1 billion cut 
would force a 25 percent reduction in 
Mound’s 1996 cleanup budget and eliminate 
an additional 297 jobs from a payroll already 
set to lose 300 workers next year. 

The procurement subcommittee voted to 
add some $6 bibon to Clinton’s plan for 
weapons purchases - some $1 billion of that 
shifted from nuclear cleanup and other activi- 
ties that GOP leaders say do not directly 
increase U.S. military strength. 

“I thmk we’re taking a good, strong step 
towards recapitalizing our military,” Hunter 
said. 

The subcommittees did not release details 
of all their recommendations to the full com- 
mittee, some of which were discussed during 
secret sessions. 

Hunter mentioned some, including autho- 
rizing $553 million for parts that could be 
used in ad.dit.jonal B-2 Stealth bombers. . 

. 3  

General touts 
Wright-Pat 
By Timothy R. Gaffney 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

Top officials at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base want to make sure the base 
is the “center of choice” if the govern- 
ment centralizes airplane-related weap- 
ons programs, a three-star general said 
Tuesday. 

Lt. Gen. Richard Scofield, com- 
mander of the Aeronautical Systems 
Center at Wright-Pat, said ASC has 
launched a self-improvement initiative 
aimed at making it the most attractive 
place to put centralized acquisition 
programs. 

“There are a number of forces that are 
beginning to interact . . . which really 
give me pause to step back and think 
about how do we best plan for the 
future of the Aeronautical Systems 
Center,” Scofield said at  NAECON, the 
National Aerospace and Electronics 
Conference. 

Joint programs among services in 
developing new weapons have been the 
trend. But there have been calls to push 
the process even farther - one bill now 
in Congress would lump all weapons- 
buying under a single, new agency. 

At stake is Wright-Pat’s future as the 
Air Force’s management center for the 
development, procurement and support 
of major weapon systems, such as the 
F-22 fighter. 

ASC, Scofield’s organization, is 
Wright-Pat’s host unit, and its $20 bil- 
lion in acquisition work dominates the 
base’s activities. Wright-Pat is also the 
C4? headquarters base for ASC’s parent, 
the Air Force Materiel Command. 

. . .  
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.Quill to negotiate 
for $18 miNon grant 
.By Katherine Gazella 

; WASHINGTON - Mont- 
igomery County Treasurer 
Hugh Quill said Wednesday 
=will try to negotiate &I $18 
=on grant fiom the federal 
goyernment to compensate 
for lost revenue from the 
Mound Plant in Miamisburg. 
;.-.The money, which Quill 
would use as a trust fund for 
the area school districts, 
would offset lost revenue from 
land that is unusable because 
of contamination from nuclear 
waste. 
. ’  The grant also would be a 
“reverse incentive” for the 
government .to clean up the 
site, said QuiU, who has been 
in Washington this.week. 

“If they come in and clean it 
cp, we’ll be more than happy 
to give the money back,” he 
... sa$. 

The Mound Plant, owned by 

:WASHINGTON BUREAU 
the U.S. Energy Department 
and operated by EG&G 
Mound Applied Technologies 
Inc., is a nuclear weapons 
plant that is being closed. 
Local officials are marketing 
the  -si te for commercial 
redevelopment. 

Quill said he will meet with 
local Energy Department offi- 
cials to talk about the grant 
and to try to renegotiate the 
amount of money the govern- 
ment pays each year to com- 
pensate for Mound’s tax 
exempt status. 

The federal government 
pays Montgomery County 
$42,000 annually in lieu of tax- 
es. QuiU argues that a market 
value assessment of the 300- 
acre property would require $1 
million payments. 
During Quill’s three-day trip, 

Energy Department officials 
supported his contention that 
the government does not pay 
enough t o  offset lost tax 
revenue. 
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hio to hold Mound.. meeting 
The Ohio  EPA will hold a 

public information session on 
June  I regarding a proposed 
plan for treating mixed waste 
f rom the Mound plant .  T h e  
meeting will be at 7 p.m. in the 
Miamisbur:  Civ ic  C e n t e r .  
Communi ty  Room.  IO North 
First Street. 

Mixed waste contains both 
hazardous  and  rad ioac t ive  
waste .  T h e  development  and 
testing of nuclex weapons com- 
ponents at Mound generated the 
waste. About 101 cubic meters 
of mixed waste  are stored at  
!Mound, and approximately 3.5 
cubic  meters of mixed waste 
will be senerated in the next five 
ears. Approximately 200 cubic * eters of waste are to be gener- 

ated in the next f ive years by 
cleanup activities at the facility. 
This waste may be classified as 
mixed waste depending on how 
it is characterized as i t  is gener- 
ated. 

T h e  1992 Federal  Facil i ty 
Compliance Act requires the 
Department of Energy (DOE) to 
inventory the mixed- waste vol- 
ume, characterist ics,  existing 
treatment capacity and treatment 
technologies for 49 DOE facili- 
ties across the country. I t  also 
requires DOE to prepare plans 
for treating the mixed waste. 

The proposed plan for Mound 
ident i f ies  seven preferred 
options for treating mixed waste 
that is stored on-s i te .  These  
options include: 

* I  Commercial off-site treat- 
ment of vials of waste xylene 
and waste oils at the Inhalation 
Toxicology Research Institute in  
Albuquerque, N.M. 

On-site encapsulation of 
was te  lead loaded gloves,  
lead-acid batteries and lead 
shielding. on-site stabilization of 
waste liquid mercury. 

Off -s i te  incineration of 
was te  PCB contaminated 
kerosene at an  incinerator i n  
Tennessee. 

On-site thermal treatment of 
PCB contaminated absorbed oil 
followed by off-site incineration 
at an incinerator in Tennessee. 

On-site neutralization of liq- 
uid cor ros ive  wastes  f rom 
Plutonium 235 operations fol- 
lowed by disposal at the Waste 
Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) in 
Nzw Mexico. 

Off-site disposal of plutoni- 
um contaminated leaded gloves 
and aprons at the WIPP in New 
Me x ico . 

Ohio EP.4 is reviewing treat- 
ment plans for five DOE sites in 
Ohio and will order implementa- 
tion of the plans upon approval. 
Major decisions regarding DOE 
sites will impact local comniuni- 
ties. Decisions include the.loca- 
tions of treatment facilities, typz 
of treatment to be used, if and 
where waste will be shipped for.  
t reatment ,  how residue from 
treated waste will be disposed 
and a schedule for completing 

treatment. Public input will help 
Ohio EPA and DOE to develop 
final t reatment  p lans  that 
address citizens’ concerns. 

Citizens may submit written 
com men ts regarding the pro- 
posed site treatment plan at the 
meet ing or u n t i l  July 6 to 
Thomas Crepeau, Ohio EPA, 
Division of Hazardous Waste 
.Mana:ement, P.O. Box 1049, 
Columbus, OH 43216-1049. 

The proposed site treatment 
plan is available for review at 
the CERCLA Public Reading 
Room at the Miamisburg Senior 
Adult  Center ,  305 Central  
Avenue. It also is available at 
Ohio EPA’s Southwest District 
Office in Dayton. The number is 
(5 13) 285-6357. 
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MOUND 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

Decontamination 81 Decommissioning 
Mound Plant 

Miamisburg, Ohio 45342 
. .  

The U.S.. Department of Energy (DOE) has prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA)  
for seven decontamination-and decommissioning (O&D) projects at the Mound Plant in 
Miamisburg, Ohio, that have not been previously addressed in the Final Environrnen!al 
lmpact Statement for the Mound Facility (June . I  979). Based on the information 
presented in the EA, the DOE has determined that the proposed action is not a major 
Federal action significantly affecting the quality of the human environment within the  
meaning of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. Therefore, t h e  
preparation of an Environmental .Impact Statement (EIS) is not required and the 
Department is issuing a,Finding of No Significant lmpact (FONSI). 

This Environmental Assessment is available for review at the ivlound Public Reading 
Room, Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 Central Ave:. Miamisbury. OH 45342. 

Questions regarding this Environmental Assessment can be directed to Jolene Walker, 
EG&G-Community Relations, P.O. Box 3000, Miamisburg, OH 45343-3000: (513) 865- 
41 40. 

_. 
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CLA room Former Pirate coach name 
T h c  Ci ty  of Miamisburg  

’olunreer Program is looking 
r r  volunteers to supervise The 
:ERCLA Public  Reading  
loom, 305 E. Central ,4ve., on 
.londay evenings from 6 to 8 
1.m. and Tuesday evenings from 
to 6 p.m. 
The duties for these positions 
?elude assisting the public with 
sage of the Reading Room and 
ccas iona l ly  ass i s t ing  the 
/lianiisbur,u Senior Adult Center 
1 \*2 n i n g Program Coo r d i n a t or 
L i t h  l ight secretar ia l  dut ies .  

Both posi t ions are  ,excellent 
opportunities for a. secretarial 
student to “test the waters” for 
future career consideration and 
can  be l is ted on his o r  her 
resume. T h e  above positions 
also provide opportunities to aid 
an individual back into the work 
force after an absence by help- 
ing them regain their skills and 
confidence about their profes- 
sion. 

For more information, please 
contact Tammy Lentz at 866- 
8999. 

takes over UD softball team 
Former West Carrollton High 

School Softball  Coach Barry 
Reed  has  been  named the 
University of Dayton’s interim 
head softball coach. Reed will 
oversee the program until  a per- 
manent successor is named to 
replace former coach Daryl Ogg 
who resigned last week. Reed, 
who has been a Flyer assistant 
coach since 1993, is not being 
cons idered  a s  a permanent  
replacement for Ogg. 

Reed,  who is retired fro;  
EG&G Mound, currently teac! 
es classes in  business inanagc 
ment and engineering at the ui i  

versi ty. 
He was the head softball coach 

for  the Pirates  f rom 198 I t o  
1990. In that time he we.nt 156 
80 winning two league titles 
four district championships and 
one regional title. 
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By Tom Price 
WASHINGTO.N BUREAU . .  

i..,t? - '  ' . 
'..WASHIN.GTON - U.S. Rep. 

ill.; won'!p emission. from 
{s':,Comettee 'on ..Thurs- 

.-:'would;;make .accelerated cleanup 
:more likely at the Mound nuclear 
; weapons plant. 
: . ,The: measure - which would 
6e attached to the 1996 defense 
authorization bill - would order 
the Energy Department to  speed 
cleanups tnat would save federal 

,money, over :the long term and 
would release..land for economic 
development more quickly. 

The amendment would tell the 
depaftment to give priority to 
sites that'.are close to  populated 
areas, .pose significant risk and 
have the. greatest potential for 
privatization, commercialization 

, and economi'c development. A 
.. site would 'be eligible if it could 
:be  cleaned up twice as fast as the 
Energy Department planned in 

-. * 

-d;i:t&<off&r?-G ' amendment that 

.. 
its March 1995 cleanup report. 

Mound quahfies on all points, 
said Michael Gessel, the Dayton. 
Democrat's press secretary. Hall 
said he thinks the amendment 
unll pass, Gessel said, "but therf;: 
clearly are some hurdles aheact . 
before we can be certain." 

The Rules Committee has the 
power to  determine in most 
cases which amendments are: 
allowed to be offered when the 
full House takes up legislation. 

failed to win permission for two.  
other Mound-related amend; 
ments that were proposed. by 
other House Democrats. 

The Republican-dominated 
committee turned down me%;; 
sures that would have restored- 
$742 mihon cut by the National.. 
Security Committee from the 

' president's nuclear weapons; 
p l an t  cleanup budget  and 

, a n o t h e r  t h a t  would have  
restored $282 million of the cut. - 

The House is expected to takey 
up the bill next week. 

i. 

Hall, a committee member, - 

- 
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A low-level radioactive waste dump is The burden on the taxpayers, with The proposed plan calls for the 
one step closer to being a reality for Ohio. 
But a s  the Ohio House goes to vote, the 
questions of where to site the dump, how 

fe  it will be and who will foot the bill 
ave yet to be answered. 

The proposed dump would accept 
waste from the six states in the Midwest 
Compact: Ohio, Indiana, Wisconsin, Iowa, 
Minnesota.and Missouri. The compact was 
formed in 1981 after Congress passed an 
act that made all states responsible for 
their own low-level radioactive waste. To 
share this burden, states formed compacts 
to deal with the waste. Michigan was the 
site chosen for the first dump, but when it 
failed to locate a site, it was ejected from' 
the compact and Ohio became first in line 
for the dump. . 

The Ohio site would accept low-level 
radioactive waste, including medical 
wastes used for procedures like 
chemotherapy. .But medical wastes 
constitukless thamone percent of the 

.waste that would go into the  dump: 90 
percent would be-from the nuclear 
industry. That percentage could increase 
dramatically within the next 20 to 25 years 
as  nine of the 11 nuclear power plants in . 
the compact states are scheduled to be 
decommissioned. 

e. 

. 

Anything short of spent fuel rods 
uld be accepted by the Ohio facility 

be maintained for another 500 years. But 
environmentalists argue that 500 years is 
not enough to monitor plutonium, which 
has a half-life of 24,000 years. 

its 20-year life. Then thesite would 

building and maintaining a facility, could 
be enormous. Legislators expect 99 
percent of the operating budget to come 
from the generating sources. But actual 

chosen, and no plans to determine a 
location or the actual cost of such a facility 
will b e  revealed until after the bill is 
passed. 
. 
March 14. As  of press time, Senate Bill 19 
.is before the House but has yet to be 
voted on..Democratic members of the 
House Energy and Environment 
Committee released a statement Tuesday 
objecting to a quick decision on the dump. 

There is a rush to judgment on an issue 
that we, as a people and a state, will have 
to live with for five centuries," said Rep. 
Sean Logan (D-Columbiana). Gov. 
George Voinovich is expected to sign the 
bill. 
: 

federal government has to decide what to 
do with the mixed radioactive and 
hazardous waste stored at the 
Miamisburg Mound Plant. 

the federal government to store the waste 
on-site without being fined by state 
regulatory'agencies will expire on Oct. 6. 
.The Ohio Environmental Protection 
Agency held a meeting last Thursday to 
present the proposed disposal plan. The 
public can comment on the plan until July 

majority of the mixed wastes to be 
.disposed of by April 2001. Mixed wastes 
ccnstitute only a small part of the pollution 
at the ncclear weapons facility. 

costs can't be determined until a site is - M.T. 

The Ohio Senate passed the bill on 

. 

In related environmental news, the 

The three-year waiver that allowed 

.6. 
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ill -seeks 
E funds 

by SUSAN CARROLL 
Staff Writer 

T h e  Montgomery  County  
Treasurer ’s  Off ice  has  been 
negot ia t ing  wirh the U.S. 
Department of Energy to set up 
a trust fund for the Miamisburg 
school  system as  part  of the 
clean-up campaign the federal 
agency has established at the 
Mound plant. 

County Treasurer Hush Quill 
recent  1 y vis  i te d Wash i n  g ton 
D.C. a s  a member  of t he  
Nuclear Communities Working 
Group, a lobbying group made 
up of more than 20 tax districts 
nationwide .which have nuclear 

n t  facilities located i n  their 
e a .  

“My intent is to set u p  a trust 
fund for the schools,” Quill  said. 

. “They have taken the brunt of 
. ‘ t h e  s i tua t ion  f rom the very 

beginnine.” u 

1 The treasurer has approved 
. two bills to be placed before the 
! DOE field office at the Mound 

plant ,  each  ,with :funding 
requests earmarked. to. help-the 
Miamisburg school. distrjc.ti:One 
request, which Quill calls the 
”more realistic” of the two, is to 

I increase annual payment- in-  
’ lieu-of-tax monies to $700,000 

from the current S41353. 
The DOE agreed to the PILT 

monies during negoriations last 
year as part of the compensation 
due from years of lost property 
: taxes on the 300-plus acre  

, :EG&G Mound plant. Federal 
nd is exempt from property .(). es, the major avenue of fund- 

:ing for locals school .district. 
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The current breakdown for the 
annual PILT payment includes 
the lion’s share, nearly 52 per- 
cent,  for  Miamisburg schools 
with the county receiving 
almost 30 percent. Other shires 
go to the Miani  Valley Career 
Technology Center (more than 5 
percent), Miami Township (less 
than 1 percent). and the city of 
Miamisburg (mort than 13 per- 
cent). 

(Continued on Page 14) 

Quilleee 
(Continued from Page 1) 

THE SECOND option will 
include a promise from the fed- 
eral government and an $18 mil- 
lion investment. 

“The DOE has told us they’ll 
have the Mound plant cleaned 
u p  by the year 3025,” Quill said. 
“We’re giving them a vote of 
confidence.” 

T h e  bill submit ted by the 
county treasurer’s office asks for 
a lump sum payment o f  $ I8 mil- 
lion as a guarantee of comple- 
tion by 2025, he explained. The 
$18 million would be returned 
should the promised date be sat- 
isfactory,  o r  forfeited to the 
Miamisburg schools should the 
date be extended or abandoned. 

“We will hold that money i n  
trust for the schools,” Quill said. 
“As long as the federal govern- 
ment is going to hold 11s hostage, 
we’ll hold onto their money.” 

The lump sum figure is the 
result of a recent special burdens 
study commissioned by the city 
of Miamisburg, the county and 
other local agencies. While the 
city received some compensa- 
tion from the plant in  the form 
of an income tax,  Q u i l l  
explained, the school system felt 

r 

the largest burden i n  the costs of 
educating children moving into 
the area as  parents  were  
employed by the federal govern- 
ment at the Mound plant, and 
the additions of buildings as stii- 

dent population grew. 
“They’ve really lost out from 

the beginning,” Quill said. 
The two bil,ls were expected. to 

be delivered to the DOE’S field 
office at Miamisburg earlier this 
month .  “They’ve  been very 
helpful and constructive in  the 
past  ,” Q u i I 1 sai  d . “I be I i eve  
they’l l  g ive  both of these  
requests careful consideration.” -. 
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I .  Tonv Hall seeks quicker i .  
. .  

J I 

cleanup of Mound plant 
by STEVE SANDLIN 

Assistant Editor 
Last week, U.S. Rep. Tony 

Hall won approval from the 
House Rules Committee to offer 
a floor amendment that would 
require the Energy Department 
to speed up t h e  cleanup of 
nuclear si tes like the 
Miamisburg Mound plant. 

“We can save an estimated 
$1.1  billion in federal funds and 
cut’the time in half to clean up  
the Mound plant through a n  
accelerated cleanup schedule,” 
said Hall, who is a member of 
the Rules Committee. “This will 

reduce the t ime to get the 
Mound site ‘into commercial use 
to create jobs and generate local 
tax revenue.” 

Hail’s amendment directs the 
DOE to select sites for an accel- 
erated cleanup, giving the high- 
est priority to sites near populat- 
ed areas, that pose significant 
risk and that have the greatest 
potential for commercialization 
and economic development. 

The schedule for the cleanup of 
any particular site would be 
speeded up by at least 50 per- 
cent. The Secretary of the DOE 
would choose the sites .for an 

accelerated cleanup. 
The Hall amendment will be 

offered this week to the National 
Defense Authorization Act 
which funds defense programs 
next year for the Depanments of 
Defense and Energy. 

“The Energy Department is 
already moving to accelerate the 
cleanup for some sites,” said 
Hall. “My amendment will give 
the department the full  approval 
of Congress for this effort. 

“It will also ensure that poten- 
tial for economic development is 
a high priority for selecting sites 
for the program,” he said. 
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Radiation releases at Momd up in 1994 
MIAiiISBURG. Ohio (AP) - 

More radiation ’ was released 
from the Mound nuclear 
weapons plant last year than in 
1993 because of site cleanup and 
a pipe break, according to an en- 
vironmental report. 

The report, which was released 
Wednesday, said the plant’s re- 
leases of plutonium, tritium and 
uranium were below allowable 
limits and posed no health threat. 

EG&G Mound Applied Tech- 
nologies Inc., .which operates the 
plant for the U.S. Department of 
Energy, prepared the report. 

The plant makes triggers for 
nuclear weapons. Production is 
scheduled to end this fall. 

Sharon Cowdrey, head of the 
Miamisburg Environmental 
Safety and Health group, did not 
return a call requesting com- 
ment on the report. 

The document said. the plant 
released more plutonium-238 
into the air in 1994 than in each 
of the previous two years. 

“But the levels we were reading 
were barely above a background 
level,” said Michael Reker, envi- 
ronmental team leader for the 
Energy Department’s Ohio field 
office. A background level is radi- 
ation that occurs naturally in the 
environment. 

Officials said the plutonium in- 
crease was detected from a buildmg 
workers were dismanthg in July. 

Work on the project was halted 
and measures to reduce plutonium 
levels were used when operations 
resumed in November, Reker said. 
The work was completed iLlarch 28. 

According to the report, the 
plant in 1994 released about twice 
the amount of tritium, also known 
as  radioactive hydrogen, into the 

Great Miami River than it did in 
each of the previous four years. 

Reker said a water line beneath a 
tritium processing b d d m g  broke 
in April 1994. The water washed 
some tritium- and uranium-conta- 
mhated soil into the river. 

The break occurred on a Friday 
night and was not discovered 
until the following Monday, 
Reker said. 

None of the releases was signifi- 
cant enough to require investiga- 
tion or to be reported, Reker said, 
but officials notified the US. and 
Ohio Environmental Protection 
agencies about the releases. 

Graham Mitchell, chief of the fed- 
eral facilities oversight office of the 
Ohlo EPA’s southwest Ohio office, 
said that although the Mound 
cleanup could cause increased ra- 
dioactive releases, it has not result- 
ed in a public health threat. 
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By Torn Price 
WASHINGTON EURE~U 

WASHINGTON - The House 
on Thursday approved legislation 
sponsored by Rep. Tony Hall, D- 
Dayton, that would order the 
Energy Department to accelerate 
cleanup’ of nuclear .weapons 
plants such as the Mound Plant 
in Miamisburg. 

At the same time, however, the 
House voted to  cut President 
Clinton’s budget for weapons 
plant cleanup, a move that  would 
make it more difficult for‘ the 
d e p a r t m e n t  t o  f i n a n c e  
decontamination. 

The measures are included in 
the 1996 defense authorization 
act that passed the House and 
now goes to the Senate for fur- 
ther consideration. 

John Glenn, D-Ohio, a member 
the Senate Armed Services 

ommittee, is working on his 

own cleanup acceleration legisla- 
.tion. GleM is “fairly confident” 
the Senate will not cut Clinton’s 
cleanup budget, said Glenn aide 
Bryan McCleary. 

Hall’s measure would instruct 
the-Energy Department to speed 
cleanups that would save federal 
money over the long term and 
release land for economic devel- 
opment more quickly. Mound 
would qual@, said klichael Ges- 
sel, Hall’s aide. 

The House-passed bill would. 
authorize a $267 billion defense 
budget for 1996, up from $258 bilf 
lion in the president’s budget.- 
But the bill would cut $742 mil-: 
lion from the administration’s 
$6.6 billion plan for cleaning up 
nuclear weapons facilities. 

“In Fiscal Year ’96, if that nur& 
, ber sticks, it will be very difficult 
for the Energy Department to 
accelerate the cleanup at  any 
site,” Gessel said. 

. .  
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Ra d i oac t ive 
dump passes; 
activists seek 
referendum 

If Republicans continue to have their 
way, a low-level radioactive waste dump is 
coming to Ohio. But opponents of the 
dump hope the people of Ohio will have 
the final say on whether their state will 
become a radioactive waste dumping 
ground for six Midwestern states. 

Gov. George Voinovich signed 
Senate Bill 19 into Idw last Friday,.less 
than 48 hours after the House passed the 
bill generally along party lines, with 
Democrats objecting. This signals the 
beginning of a process to site and build a 
waste facility that could receive all 
radioactive waste shy of spent nuclear 
reactor fuel rods from Ohio,. Indiana, 
Missouri, Minnesota., Wisconsin and Iowa. 

. A bill usually takes several weeks to 
be printed and delivered to the governor 
for a signature. But S.B.19 was hand- 
delivered in written-form, hurried through 
by Republican supporters who wanted to 
cut the opposition’s opportunity to repeal 
the law, said Jeff Skelding, state lobbyist 
for the Ohio Sierra Club. 

Opponents gathering the 207,000 
signatures.necessary to get the- issue on 
the election ballot are now faced with the 
foe of low election turnout. I f  the bill had 
run its norma! course, the citizen’s 
referendum would have appeared o n  the 
‘96 ballot, when voter turnout will be high 
for the presidential election. But since the 

. bill was rushed through, the referendum 
will appear on the Nov. 7 ballot. Skelding 
said it will be harder to.get people out to 
the polls to vote this bill, and this dump, 
out of Ohio. 

No site has been chosen-for the 
dump, which will accept radioactive waste 
for 20 years and then maintain that waste 
.for another 500 years. Skelding said that 
because of political reasons and geogra- 
phy, southern Ohio seems the best 
candidate. Skelding said opposition to the 
dump from citizens has been high; but 
elected officials have ignored their voices 
and instead concentrated on the influence 
of the nuclear power industry, which will 
contribute 90 percent of the waste to the 
dump. . 

The cost of building and maintaining a 
radioactive dump hasn’t been determined, 
Skelding said. States around the country 
have formed alliances, called compacts, to 
deal with their radioactive waste and to 
date have spent over 5400 million on siting 
these facilities. Not one compact facility 
has been‘built, and Ohio’s quest for a site 

’ will only contribute to this growing burden 
on state taxpayers, he said; 

- Michelle Tedford 



Dayton Daily News I 
, 

WEDNESDAY, J l JNE 28. 1905 22 ’ Dayton, OH 
(5 = 230,000, D = 180,000) 

> .  

By-Cathy Mong 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

r. Miamisburg’s Mound Community 
Improvem’ent Corp. is taking, steps to 
b.ecome independent of the city. 
?A little more than a year old, the 
.MCIC is hiring six administrators .at the 
‘former Depaitment of Energy nuclear 
weapons plant. 
.I:..‘..‘ Thus far, the city staff has been sup- 
porting it,” said Mound Transition M m -  
ager : Michael J. Grauwelman. “This will 
b a departure from that. The magni- 

of the challenge we have here man- & s that it become self-smcient and 
not rely on the city any longer.” 
:-City Manager John Wiethofer has been 

president of MCIC. Grauwelnan, along 
with city employees David Gonsior and 
Roberta -Greene,. likely will be . offered 
positions with the MCIC. The positions 
to be filled jnclude president, property 
commercialization manager, technology . 
manager and administrative manager. 

In addition,. the city council is reap- 
pointing trustees. John Maletta Jr.‘.-and j 
JimVanTasseltO theMCIC. . ’ . . I 

Grauwelman; a Miahisburg city plan- 
ner for 10 years before faking the transi- 
tion position, said the group’s vision is’‘ 
for the 1.4 -on-square-foot Mound 
complex to bec0me.a resource to indus- 
try. He said high-tech resources exist 
on-site, aS..do oppokunities for training . 
and education, printing and financial 
services. “All of them collectieely pro- . .  

vide support.to industry and the market 
it serves could. be anywhere in the 
country.” ” 

Federal, state ‘and local officials have 
been working to convert the Mound 
plant to commercial operations now, 

the plant’s weapons woik is being rn sed out by the DOE. 
Approdmately 1,000 jobs were . lost 

during the past two years, but the new 
center is slowly gaining ground. 

According to an economic summary of 
the technology center provided by Grau- 
welman, the number of jobs created 

, .  

Official: Can’t rely on Miamisburg any longer 
since October 1994 is 225, but that 
includes 125 at the federal DOE field 
office. 

“In one.year, things are doing pretty 
well.. There are homegrown businesses 
that have popped up and lease terms are 
being’renewed. We’ve had some z . : . .  good 
successstories.” . . . ,: - 

Grauwelman said .the .corporation- is 
.‘.‘blazing . new ground here.- DOE has 
never had a situation quite like ths. The 
community and its efforts are new, as 
well. I’d have to say we’re very pleased 
with the progress to date .given the set of 
challenges we’ve been faced with. We 
still have a number of challenges to over- 
come, but feel confident we’ll reach our 
vision.” . .  

He said some of the challenges stem 
from the Mound having been run like a 
city. “It was a wholly integrated site that 
was;in essence, a city unto itself. It had 
its own sewer, police that .were provided 

.internally. We are not in a position to 
afford providing those services.” 

One business that has doubled ‘its 
growth since December is Thaler 
Machine Co. 
..Starting with 20 people in the high- . 

tech precision macluing building cen- 
ter, the company now has 44. “Growthb 
tied to the overall economy in Dayton,” 
said spokesman Lou Brinkman. “The 
type of.equipment they have fit the type 
of niche we work in.” 

Star City Inc., a munitions and wholly 
owned subsidiary of EG&G Inc., has 11 
employees and recently signed a $3 rml- 
lion contract with Lockheed Martin 

“There’s lots of good news,” Grauwel- 
man said. 

. .  

, 

. .  

Corp. 
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Congressional action : 

may result in quicker, 
clean up of Mound i 

by STEVE SANDLIN - 
Assist ant Editor 

The  U.S. .House of  
Representatives has approved a 
measure by Rep. Tony Hall to 
require the U.S. Department of 
Energy to speed up the clean up 
of nuclear weapons production 
sites such as t h e  Miamisburg 
Mound plant, and the U.S. 
Senate is expected to consider 
and pass the measure this week. 

“The legislation is aimed at the 
twin goals of saving taxpayers’ 
dollars and creating jobs,” said 
Hall. 

He said that by speeding up 
the clean up at some site, the 
DOE can dispose of the proper- 
ties more quickly, dramatically 
reducing overhead costs that 
would be required by holding 
onto the property. Also, my dis- 
posing of the property sooner, 

the facilities can more quickly 
be shifted to private commercial 
activities. 

The DOE has estimated it can 
save $1.1 billion and cut in half 
the time to clean up the Mound 
plant through an accelerated 
clean up schedule. 

“We need to cut down ihe time 
i t  takes to get the Mound site 
into commercial use to create 
jobs,” said Hall. “We want to 
move the property from being a 
drain on taxpayers to being a 
source of taxes.” 

MIAMISBURG Mayor Dick 
Church Jr. has been pushing a 
proposal to accelerate the clean 
up a the Mound, a proposai that 
has been dubbed Mound 2000. 
The proposal is supported by 
resolutions adopted by both the 

(Continued on Page 9) 

(Continued from Page 1) accelerated clean u p  giving as an amendment to the National 
Ohio Senate and House, the 
Mon tgomery County 
Commissioners and other area 
government and private organi- 

“We need to get the Mound 
cleaned up as soon as possible,” 
said Church. “The legislation to 
speed things up has passed the 
House and we expect it to pass 

. zations. 

the Senate. 0. .“Mound 2000 still has life,” he 
said. 

The Hall amendment directs 
the DOE to select sites for an 

highest priority to sites near 
populated areas, that pose signif- 
icant risk and that have t h e  
greatest potential for privatiza- 
tion, commercialization and eco- 
nomic development. : 

Under the accelerated clean up 
program, the schedule for the 
clean up of any particular site 
would be moved at least 50 per- 
cent ahead of the current com- 
pletion schedule. The Energy 
Secretary would select the sites 
for an accelerated clean up. 

The Hall legislation was added 

Defense Authorization Act 
which funds defense programs 
next year for the Departments of 
Defense and Energy. 

Hall praised the DOE for 
already taking steps to acceler- , 
ate the schedule for clean up at 
some sites. 

“My amendment gives 
Congressional sanction for this 
process and also directs t h e  
Energy Department to place a 
high priority on commercializ- 
ing unneeded weapons produc- 
tion facilities,” he said. 
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Maletta elected chairman of MMCIC ’ 

. . .  

.John Maletta Jr. was elected’ chair- 
man of t h e  Miamisburg Mound 
Com m u‘n i ty -Improvement -The organization is responsible for 
Corporation (MMCIC) by the organi- business’ development at the Mound 
zation’s board of trustees at its June Plant, ‘one of several a U.S. 
16 meeting. ’ Department of Energy facil i t ies 

“I’m excited over the potential at the undergoing defense conversion. 
Mound,” Maletta said; “Our intent is “We’re already off to a good start,” 
to get the Mound cleaned u p  and Maletta said. “We’re head and shoul- 
make it a viable are for private busi- ders above the other facilities who are 
ness.” also changing over to the private sec- 

consultant and is currently president . Maletta explained that he would 
of the Miamisburg Board of eventually like to see the entire hi l l  
Education. He succeeds’ Miamisburg developed for private business, creat- 
City Manager John Weithofer who ing jobs i n  the community which 
chaired the MMCIC since its incep- were previously lost due to .the 
tion i n  April 1994. Weithofer will  Mound’s shutdown. 

now serve as vice-chairman. . .  

Maletta is a self-employed safety- tor.” 
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Domenici backs Energy agency 
By Katherine Gazella 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 

WASHINGTON - Senate 
Budget Committee Chairman 
Pete Domenici went to bat for 
the Energy Department on Tues- 
day and predicted the agency 
will not be abolished. 

“I feel very comfortable that I 
will prevail and that the people 
who want to do away with the 
department will lose,” the New 
MexiCQ Republican said at a 
hearing of the Senate Energy 

Committee, on which he is the 
third-ranking GOP member. 

Support for the department 
from Domenici and otherBeJub- 
licans on the Energy COnnnittee- 
is good news for Miamisburg 
community leaders, who worry 
that eliminating the department 
would slow cleanup a t  the  
Mound nuclear weapons facility. 

Domenici’s stand counters 
efforts by House Republican 
freshmen t o  eliminate t h e  
department. But he said the 
“apparent frenzy” to kill the 

- - 

agency is not entirely unwarrant- 
ed. 

The s&ntiiic laboratories are 
t o o  e x p e n s i v e ,  and t h e  

. department’s maor functions, 
. . including nuclear weapons clean- 

ups, “are too slow to come to 
fruition,” he said. 

. Energy Secre ta ry  Hazel  
O’Leary told the committee that 
she is meeting Republican 
requests t o  down-size the  
department by cutting more 
than a quarter of its 17,000 
employees over five years. 

.. - _ _  - 
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ear age begins with _ -  at 
p blinding flash atdawn - 

lear Age dawns at  5:30 : 
16, 1945, in a blinding 

*my Maj. Gen. Leslie Groves, 
r tor  of the ultra-secret Man- a& Project, says in his report 

- to President Harry S. Truman, “I 
. e s t p a t e  the energy to  be i n ,  
.-excess of 15,000 to 20,000 tons o f :  
TNS; and-thls  is a conservative ! 
est$nate. 

‘;The light from the explosion 
~ l a s  seen clearly a t  Albuquerque, 
Sadta Fe: Silver City.and El Paso 
and other points to  about 180 
miles away. The sound was he.krd : 
to (he same distance, but gener- 
all$ to  about 100 miles. Only a 
few windows were broken,  
s l t ~ o u g h  one was some 125 miles .. 

aw4y.” 
Truman receives the  news 

while attending the “Big 3” con- 
ference at  Potsdam, Germany, 
with British Prime Minister Win- 
ston Churchill and Soviet Pre- 
mier Joseph Stalin. . 

Writing in the Reader’s Digest : 
Illustrated HiS tOnJ  of World War I 

II; Fletcher Knebel and Charles i 
IV. Bailey I1 say of the explosion, : 
:‘M@ who looked directly a t  it 
against orders were temporarily . 
Slivded. A giant sphere of fire , 

ed with hues of deep purple’. 
orange spread out for a mile. 

“The earth shook. A blast. of 
hot air rolled out a wave. The 
t.ower on which the bomb rested 
was vaporized. Miles away a blind 
woman cried out that she had 
seen a light.” 

’ 

s o  had most of New Mexico. 
The Army issues a phony press 
relqase in Albuquerque, explain- 
ingi that an ammuniton magazine 
.‘e#ploded early today in a 
reqote area of the Alamogordo 
Air Base reservation, producing a 
briliant i flash and blast which 
wete reported to have been 
obqerved as far away as Gallup, 
23- miles northwest.” 

almost four years of secret 
resFarch and testing, supported 
by ;$2 billion of U.S. taypayers’ 
ixor~ey, has paid off. An unlikely 
conibination of scientists, indus- 
tri$lists and Army men produces 
th ultimate weapon. 31 late December, 1944, Grbves 

one 10,000-pound bomb. Relent- 
less emphasis was placed on 
visual bombing. 

“The reasons were plain to  
those initiated into Manhattan’s 
secrets. With only one precious 
bomb, worth hundreds of. mil- 
lions of dollars in the bomb bay, 
they simply could not afford to  
miss the target.” 

As Tibbets and his men make 
practice bombing runs over 
Japan, a peace faction develops 
in the highest reaches of the 
Imperial government. Emperor 
Hirohito becomes a committed 
supporter of the peace move- 
ment. He suggests diplomatic 
feelers be made to  end the war. 

In June’ and July, Shigenori 

\ 

Togo, Japanese foreign minister, 
tries to persuade Russia to  “use 
its good ofices” for peace negoti- 

x- . ations with the AUies. But Stalin. 
preparing to  declare war o n  
Japan and invade Manchuria, 
t u k s  his back on the Japanese. 

I , George Feifer writes in his 

told Army Chief of Staff Gen. 
George C. Marshall the first 
bomb would by‘ready a t  the end 
of July 1945. Marshall ordered the 
Army Air Force to be ready to 
drop the atomic bombs on Japan 
once they are available. 
Tibbets picked 

The 509th Composite Bomb 
Group was created to do the job. 
Gen. Henry H. “Hap” Arnold, Air 
Force chief, personally picked 29- 
year-old Col. Paul W. Tibbets as 
its commander. Tinian Island in 
the Central Pacific was selected 
as the 509th’~ base of operations. 
Tibbets swore his officers to  
secrecy without them even know- 
ing what the secret was. 

“The 509th -was different from 
the outset,” Knebel knd Bailey 
write. “Flight operations were 
unlike anything ever seen by the 
airmen. Bombing practice was 
constant from 30,000 feet, and 
each plane always dropped only 

book, Tennozan: “While the civil- 
ian leaders had begun to whisper 
the hitherto shunned thought 
that the fighting would stop, they 
had scant hope it would. Japan 
remained dominated by t he  
Stipreme W a r  Cabinet’s military 
faction, the very kind of ‘Manchu- 
ria Gang’ activists and sympa- 
thizers who had. terrorized and 
assassinated opponents in the 
1920s and 1930s and dragged the 
country into a war whose aban- 
donment they now considered 
impossible. 

“To fight to  the death was 
indeed what the military zealots 
were determined to  do, and with 
the most ferocious resolve. To 
men such as War Minister Gen. 
Korechika Anami and Adm. 
Soemu Toyada, commander of 
the Japanese fleet, death for 
honor and Japan was more than 
ever life’s purpose. ‘We must fight 
t o  t h e  l a s t  man, ’  T o y a d a  
insisted.” 

Naotake Sato, Japan’s ambas- 
sador to  the Soviet Union, calls 
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the Japanese approaches to Mos- 
cow “ridiculous and and futile,” 
reports military historian Ger- 
hared L. Weinberg in A World at 
Arris. S a t o ,  h e  s a y s ,  
“recommended t h a t  Japan  
instead accept the Allied call for 
‘unconditional surrender,’ a s u g  
gestion independently sent to 
Tokyo by several other Japanese 
diplomats in Europe.” 

Surrender discussed 
The Americans, who had long 

ago broken the Japanese diplo- 
matic code, monitor the mes- 
sages between Tokyo and the’  
Japaqese embassy in Moscow. 
This intelligence, Weinberg says, 
tells the Americans two impor- 
tant things. 

“In the first place,” he writes, 
“these exchanges showed that 
the subject of surrender was 
actually under discussion in 
Tokyo, an entirely new feature of 
the situation. 

“Second, they demonstrated 
that so far the advocates of con- 
tinuing the war were d g  out 
over those who were prepared to 
surrender, but they might not 
always be wrlling to do so. Per- 
haps the blows of atomic bombs 
and of Soviet entrance into the 
war could swing the balance to 
t h e  f a c t i o n  which urged 
surrender.” 

On July 14, Adm. William F. 
Halsey’s audacious Third Fleet 
sails to within 12 miles of the 
Honshu coastline and bombards 
,the Imperial Iron & Steel Works 
at Kamaishi, 275 miles northeast 
of Tokyo. It is the first time in the 
Pacific war that the Navy has 
shelled a major installation 
within the home islands of Japan. 

Some 1,000 fighter-bombers 
from aircraft carriers 80 miles off- 
shore swarm over hitherto unat- 
tacked targets on northern Hon- 
shu and southern Hokkaido. 
Almost 3,000 shells - 803 of them 
16 inchers - are fired onto the 
target by the US. battleships 
South Dakota, Indiana and Mas- 
sachuse t t s ,  heavy cruisers 
Quincy and Chicago and nine 
destroyers. 

Navy unchallenged 
The two-hour bombardment 

destroys the huge steel mill and 
its adjoining coke ovens. The 
mighty naval force is unchal- 
lenged by the Japanese. 

Another Third Fleet squadron, 
led by the super-battleships 
Iowa, Missouri and Wisconsin 
and cruisers Dayton and Atlanta, 
ranges 200 miles north of 
Kamaishi on July 15 and hurls 

9 

. . .  
W Ma. Gen. Cialre L.:Che,nnault,:commander of the U.S. 14th Air 

Force in China, announces July 14 that he-ls,leavlng China and retiring 
from the Army.’The announceme.nt comes two ‘days after Lt; Gen. . 
George E. Stratemeyer is named:commander of’all U.S. Air Forces In 

Chennault, who is 55, founded and,commanded the American Vol- 
unteer Group in July, 1941. Better known’as the “Flying Tigers,”’ 
these .daring and highly skilled fighter pilots were incorporated into the 
Army Air Forces after the.Japanese sneak,attack on Pearl.Harbor. 
H Byron Nelson wins his second Professional Goifers.Association 

tournament July 15 at the Moraine Country Club . .  in Dayton; defeating 
Sammy Byrd 4-3 in ‘match.play. 

The Italian government announces.July 1 4  in Rome that it has ’ ’ 

declared war on Japan. The’action gives Italy the . .  uniqu 

. . . .  ..Ch,ina. ’ 

. .  . . .  
. .  

being on both sides in World War 11; . . ”, 

. .  - _  

1,000 tons of explosives into 
Hokkaido’s Nihon Steel Com- 
pany and Wanishi Ironworks, sec- 
ond largest producer of coke and 
pig iron in Japan. 

On the night of July 17, they 
sad35 miles down the east coast 
of Honshu with impunity, turning . 
their broadsides against scores of 
targets. Battleships Alabama, 
North Carolina and Great 
Britain’s King George V join the 
squadron off Hata Chi, 80 miles 
north of Tokyo. 

The big naval guns unload 
1,238 16-inch shells on the city’s 
copper, steel and weapons 

~ 

factories. 
It is the first British attack 

against Japan proper. Again, 
there is no retaliation. 

Fleet Adm. Chester W. Nimitz, 
Pacific Fleet commander, says at 
his Guam headquarters that the 
Navy assault on Japan opens the 
pre-invasion stage. 

. . . .  . .  . . . .  . .  . .  

1 CHARLES EliGLOVER is a World War: 
II veteran,: is: a.:forrrier: editor in chief of-. 

. ‘Cox Newspapers and :a former presiden? 
of Dayton Newspapers: He.wrote this as 
one of- a series.,of ’ reports recalling 
America’s:role in‘ World-War 11. . _  ,’“ i. . . . . .  . . .  
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By David Dah1 
ST, PETERSBURG TIMES. . 

::The day they tested the weap- 
o.n, the -men who built it wore 
.Welders’ glasses to protect their 
eyes and gloves. to cover their 
hands. They stood 20 miles away, 
turned their backs and waited. 

.Even from that distance, they 
could see the hills of New Mexico 
,glow-with the strength of a thou- 
%and-suns. The air heated, and 
?thundered. The blast disinte- 
(grated the tower where the- 
: weapon was mounted and gouged 
:a huge crater. . .  

.On that morning 50 years ago 
.Sunday, the scientists left their 
observation spot near Alamogor- 
:do, N.M., understanding that they 
had unleashed a power never seen 
-on Earth: .the awesome. force 
;yielded by the splitting of the 
‘atom.:: 

Onetwho was there said, “I am- 
sure that at  the end of the world, 
in the. last milliseconds of. the 
:Earth’s existence, man will see 

. .  

what we have just seen.” half-century of paranoia was pre- 
‘11 am become death,” scientist dicted,. by novelist William 

Faulkner h 1949: “There is Only 
the question: When will I be 

Consider the words of the 
nuclear age: Arms race. Deter- 
rence. Mutually assured destruc- 
tion. Intercontinental Ballistic force has Missile. Star wars. Meltdown. * 

twice in wm’ to ” But in the beginning, there was 
b o m b  Hire- the “Manhattan Project” and 
‘h ima l e s s  then, for the tdst and its site, than a month “Trinity.” The code name was 

Oppenheimer the test derived from a work by poet John 
and to bomb Donne that Oppenheimer hap- 

Nagasaki three days later. A t  pened to be reading, 

of the Manhattan project that bombs and the radiation. 
The fear it be agafn President Franklin ‘Eoosevelt 

has riveted the world since. authorized in late 1941 to make 
It led to an arms race that saw an atomfc bomb. 

the United States and the SOVkt The details of that  project 
Union stockpile n-10~ than 50J000 stayed a secret kom the Germans 
nuclear weapons. and Japanese, even though an 

It led people :to build bomb astounding 140,000 people were 
shelters in the 1960s and to pro- involved. The project cost $2 bil- 
test nuclear weapons and nuclear lion, a mind-boggling flgure in 
p l a n t s  in  t h e  1 9 8 0 s .  T h e  thosedays. I 

Robert Oppenheimer quoted 
from a sacred 
Hindu t e x t .  blownup?” 

e e e ’ Three Mile Island.’Chernobyl. 

least 190,000 people died from the The Trinity test was ihe result 
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By Todd R. Wallack 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

‘ Grace Thorpe, daughter of ath- 
letic great Jim Thorpe, was in 
Miamisburg on Sunday night 
campaigning for an issue $hat 
might be moot. 

Thorpe, along with local Amer- 
ican Indian leaders and environ- 
mentalists, is concerned that 

;- radioactive waste from the  
EG&G Mound nuclear weapons 
plant may be shipped to Ameri- 
can?Indian reservations out west 
for disposal. 

on Native Americans,” said Thor- 
pe, 74, who came out of retire- 
ment from American politics 
three years ago when she learned 
about plans to dump nuclear 
waste on her tribe’s land in 
Oklahoma. 

Still, the federal govermhent 

“There’s too much. . .  dumped 

. I  

I Who: Grace Thorpe, daughter :>’! 

What: Spoke at, the Miamis:.:’;. :. ’ j  

burg Civic Center on Sunday : + .’: :: 
El Why: Thorpe is concerned : ‘ 
that nuclear waste from the . ~ 

EG&G Mound nuclear weapons : ... i; 
plant and other sites might be. , . :. 
dumped on Indian reserva- .‘ ’_ :.. 
tions. . . . .  

. . ’ _  I of athlete Jim Thorpe. . i !  

night. . . . .  
. .  .‘ .. 

. ‘.. . . .  

. . L  

I , i. 

or Arizona, instead of keeping the: ; 
waste where it is or moving it toll 
an alternate site. 

Sunday’s meeting, on the 50th;: 
k v e r s a r y  of the first explosion 
of an atomic bomb, was intended K 
only to  make some local environ-,::! 
mentalists aware of the issue,;’ 

has not announced any decision Jones said. About 20 people-’: 
on where to put Mound’s waste. attended the mass-roots discus- ‘.’ 

But American Indians and 
environmentalists say they need 
to be ready for that possibility 
because as much as three- 
fourths of nuclear waste is 
dumped on tribal land. 

“It’s an issue that’s been been 
around for years, but has gotten 
very little attention,” said Guy 
Jones, executive director of the 
Miami Valley Council of Native 
Americans. “Most people don’t 
want to he@ about it.” 

Jones said he is concerned that 
the US. Department of Energy 
might be-planning to move the 
waste to reservations in Nevada 

sion . at the Miamisburg Civic:i.i 
Center. 

Thorpe, who said. she spends:.:: 
half her time on the lecture cjr-’;: 
cuit -these days, will be in Ohio.’.’: 
.through Thursday before return- i 

Jim Thorpe, who died in 1953, .: 
is widely considered one._of’: 
America’s greatest athletes: He.?, 
played both professional baseball ; 
ahd football, spending much of;.’ 
his career with teams in, Ohio;:,) 
including the Cincinnati Reds:.: 
Thorpe also wqn both1 the’:: 
decathlon and pentathlon at the 1. 

. .  

ing home to Prague, Okla. : I 

1912 Olympic games. I 
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Group opposes lab dump site 
By Todd R. Wallack 
OAMON DAILY NEWS 

To some American Indians’ 
distress, the  Mound nuclear 
weapons plant in Miamisburg 
said it has been shipping radioac- 
tive waste to a Nevada nuclear 
test site for years. 

That has upset local activists 
who say the test site belongs to 
the Shoshone tribe. The U.S. gov- 
ernment disputes the claim. 

“I’m totally appalled,” said 
Guy Jones, executive director of 
the Miami Valley Council for 
Native Americans. “They’re just 
taking it out of one community 
and putting it in another.” 

But an EG&G Mound spokes- 
man said the plant has been up- 
front about the action and was 

t 
surprised Jones didn’t know it. 

“We’ve mentioned it a t  public 
meetings,” spokesman Mark 
Becker said. “We are clearly ship- 
ping it out. You can see the 
trucks.” 

He also said the lab plans to  
dump low-level radioactive waste 
at a site in Utah, but it was not- 
immediately clear whether that 
land also is claimed by American 
Indians. 

On Sunday, the daughter of 
athletic great Jim Thorpe was in 
Miamisburg to speak against 
efforts to move nucledr waste to 
reservations. But at the time, 
Jones said the government had 
not announced what it planned 
to do with the waste produced at 
EG&G Mound. Now Jones said 
he plans to call another meeting. 

I .  
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.:TOKYO - Japan’s World War Suzuki was part of a team of 50 i 
JT-;atomic research team had no scientists culled from Japan’s ’ 
meal qualms about its goal - army and top universities to work 
Midirig ‘an atomic bomb and on developing the bomb. They 
.&eashing it on America, a team made abou t  11 pounds  of 
&ader.Said Wednesday. enriched uranium, he said - far 
; .‘“We.had no doubts about using short of what was needed to pro- 
‘$if.we cou1d:No one ever con- duce atomic arms. 
templated how terrible it would Americans found evidence of 
be,” physicist Tatsusaburo Suzu- the project after the war and 
ki, 83, said Wednesday. “We were dumped research equipment into 
just doing our best to put i t :  Tokyo Bay. But few Japanes? ; 

. I .  have provided detailed descrip- together.”’ ’ ’ 

S u z u k i  ! w a s  a l e a d i n g  tions ‘of the program, and the 
researcher in Japan’s .wartime Japanese army destroyed all 
effort to COnStiUCt an atomic : . records’of the.project at the end 
bomb. He spoke Wednesday in a . . of the war. 
rare and candid explanation of- Suzuki said the formulas the 
Japan’s World War I1 atomic United States used to create the 
bomb research. a . t o m i c  e x p l o s i o n s  o v e r  

Scientists-in Japan developed . Hiroshima and Nagasaki were j 
theories of how to build a bomb; similar to what his ‘team had : 
he. said, but never came Close to worked out.. 
actually making one because they He, said none of the scientists i 
lacked money and materials. working with him on the Japa- . 

So desperate were they f o r ’  nese .atomic bomb ever men-.; 
pa r t s  t ha t  military _ _ _ _ _  ,officials ’ .tioned any ethical .concerns : 
discussed scrapping a battleship-; ’ . about their project. 
and using the steel for the atomic : His attitude changed, he, said, 

when.-he visited Hiroshima and i 

“I was confident at the time we Nagasaki.shortly ‘after they were ; 
could have built a bomb if we had devastated in August 1945 in the 
better equipment,” he said. ! world’s only atomic attacks. .. 

Tap military leaders pinned j “After seeing that destruction,lI : 
desperate  hopes on atomic j am of the firm opinion that : 

weapons turning.the tide of ‘the f atomic weapons should.not ,have 
war in Jap,an’s favor, Suzuki said. ! been used,” he said. “If-you saq  , 

. . The project was supported,by . the”women and children. of : 
J a p a n ’ s  - r o y a l t y ,  a n d  t h e  Hiroshima and Nagasaki dying,- : 
emperor’s brothers were among weeping for water, you would feel i 
the -leaders who inspected and . the same way.” A quiet.man who ’ 
encouraged their work, he said. became an educator after Japan’s ! 

surrender, Suzuki has been 
mostly. silent .about the atomic . 
project since the war. 

’ 

. -.. . . 

.. ~. 

. .  . .  

, ’ 

experiments, Suzuki said. - .  . 

i. ’ 
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Truman -- decides tlo drop bomb - -- _- -- - 

By‘eharles E. Glover 
COX’NEWS SERVICE 

I1 1; 

Piesident ’: Harry S. Truman 
m’&es the the most fateful deci- 
sisri’of his political career JU~Y 22, 
wfien he gives the order to  drop 
&‘atomic bomb on a Japanese 
cityi: if the enemy rejects a final 
ulejmatum for “unconditional 
surrender.” 

.T$e historic decision - contro- 
versial to  this day - comes after 
Tdman meets at Potsdam, Ger- 
m@y, with his military and civil- 
iaii”advisers and British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill. They 
are_in Potsdam for a,  “Big 3” 
mkting with, Russidn Premier 
Jos-6ph Stalin. ’. 

Four cities are selected - 
Hiroshima, Kokura, Niigate and 
Nagas&. .One .will be hit as soon 
a s  the  weather permits visual 

. bombing after Aug. 3. The presi- 
de‘rit- and Churchill agree that 
Sfdin should be told about the 

@w, powerful weapon, but not 

Stalin receives cooly the news 
of ian “unusually destructive” 
weapon, simply saying he hopes 
th>!‘Americans will “make good 
use of it against the Japanese.” 
Ih a- biography of her father, 

Margaret Truman writes that the 
president, Churchill and Secre- 
tary of State James Byrnes 
“cbncluded that Stalin had faded 
to?&asp the sigmficance of the 
st&ement.” 

“It did not occur to them, at 
that time, with so many other 
immense problems on their 
minds, that Stalin, thanks to  his 
veiy efficient spies at LOS ~ l a m o s  

. (tfie New Mexico location where 
thC atom bomb was built) knew 

. alrhost as much about the bomb 
as $hey did.” 

Indianapolis en route 
Meanwhile, the U.S. heavy 

c d s e r  Indianapolis is to  arrive 
July 26 at Tinian Island in the ’ 

Celntral Pacific with Uranium-235 
for the first bomb, which is called 
Qttle Boy.” At 10 feet long and 
eighing 9,000 pounds, it is any- 

th@g but little. . 
There are only two bombs in 

thk U.S. nuclear arsenal. The sec- 
on‘d one, which is armed with 

a 

.. . 

’ pluiyfium, is named “Fat Man,” 
because developers believe its 
s h a p e  resembles  t h a t .  of 
Churchill. 

A-’. U.S. government. radio 
broadcast July 21 w q s  Japan 
that  the only alternative to 
unconditional surrender is 
“virtual destruction followed by a 
dictated peace.” The message is 
dtliyered in Japanese by Navy 
Capt.. E.M. Zacharias, a former 
attache in the Americah embassy 
in Tokyo. 

“Your ‘-opportunity to .  think .1 
over these facts,” Zacharias says, . 
“is rapidly passing. If Japanese 
leaders still prefer to  delay and 
look for miracles, they should 
remember that the cemetery of 
history is crowded with graves of 
nations - nations .that. were 

I doomed to extinction .because 
they made their. decision too 
late.”. i .. ” 

As if to emphasize Zacharias’ 
statement, sea and air attacks.: 
against ,Japan’s home islands’ 
increase in intensity during the 
third week of July 1945. 

On” July 19, more .than’ 600 
Superfortress bombers - ‘the .. 
largest fleet of. B-29s ever sent 
over Japan - lay waste to Hita- .. 
chi, Choshi, Fukui and Okasazki, : 
all on Honshu Island. Choshi is a : 
great food production center, 
while Fukui is one of the most 
important .industrial ‘cities on 
Honshu’s west coast. Attacking 
just before dawn, the Superforts 
also pound the giant Nippon Oil . 
refineryathnagasaki. ’ - .  

Attacking Tokyo Bay 
On the same day, 500 carrier 

planes from Adm. William F. 
; Halsey’s powerful Third Fleet. 

attack the shores of Tokyo Bay 
in great force, zeroing in on the 
naval shpyard at Yokosuka., 

Naval historian Samuel Eliot 
Morison writes, “The principal 
target was the battleship Naga- 
to, moored .close to the shore, i 

heavily camouflaged and well 
protected against the only prac- 
ticable air approach by anti-... 
aircraft batteries.” 

Fighter-bombers from the 
carrier Yorktown neutralize the 
flak guns and go for the enemy 
battlewagon. The . 32,000-ton 
Nagato is badly crippled, but not i 
so damaged that she cannot‘ be : 

used .in postwar atomic bomb 
tests at Bikini atoll, Morison 
says. 

Japanese warships July 24 are 
on the receiving end of one of the 
fiercest and most .destructive’ 
carrier plane attacks of the war;:., . 
Some 1,747 sorties are flown over ‘ .  

the Inland Sea, seeking out and : 
destroying the remnants of ‘I 
Japan’s once-mighty navy. 

At  Kure and Kobe, Morison ’ 
reports, -most of the heavy ships 
still left to the Imperial ,Navy 
were moored in coves, making.. 
access t o  bombers difficult.’ 
“Nevertheless,” he writes, ‘‘they ’ 

scored. heavily on warships that. 
had beenslugging it out with the : 
United .States Navy since early 

Surik at their moorings &e the 
battleships ‘Haruna, .’ Ise and 
-Hypga. and cruisers -Tone and .: 

.Aboba. :The ”&’. stiikes . d h a g e  ’ 
beyond.repair the new Japanese , 

aircraft.canier Amagi and sister 
carriers Katsuragi . and Ryuho, 
Morjson says. ,Hahey’s raids are 

.: made in .coordination with .a 625- 
:.:plme ;B-29 Superfortress attack 
.:cn .war p1ants’:in the  .Osaka- 
Nagoya area. 

.. “At least 180 of the B-29 forma- , 

tion made’forced landings at  Iwo : 

Jima on their return trip,” the 
Associated Press reports, adding, 
“They had been. hit b y  -flak or 

.were :.d~gerously low .on gas. 
. . N e ~ l y ,  2,000 .crewmen were in the 

. . . .- - . ..... 1 

1942.”- ..’ 

. planes:’!, .. . .  
.. . . .. .. - ’ 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ . .  . . . . _  :.r . .  .. . . . . .  .. . . . . . . .......l,.... ,-..- 
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. .  
. . .  . Five hundred thousand U S .  Army soldiers sweep through the 

American occupation zone of Germany July 23, searching all homes 
s.. and- buildings and taking into custody 80,000 Germans. 
. .  .Many are releasedlafter establishing proper identification, but the 
; surprise raids net .a number of former Nazi S.S. officers, who are being 

hunted down as war criminals. Some S.S. men - part of the late Adolf 
.Hitler’s elite guard .- are caught posing as discharged German prison- 

forms. They claim they have no other clothing. 
% . Brig. Gen. Edwin L. Seibett, intelligence.chief of U.S. forces in the 
European theater, tells the Associated’ Press a considerable number of 
guns; ammunition, K-rations, gasoline and vehicles are recovered, but 
there is no sign of an.organized German underground. 

Seibert says.the.Ger.mans had been given a week of grace, ending 
July 20, to’ turn.over all weapons, ammunition, radio transmitters and 

_.. other forbidden articles without fear Of punishment. 
: ’ .  “We wanted to act before there was even a chance of anything com- 

: ’ .  ing up and hitting us.infthaface,” he says.. 
.:B French Marshal ‘Henri-Phiiippe Petain; ’ “hero of Verdunl’ in World 
‘War I and accused traitor to France.in World, World II, tells a Paris court 
July 23:that tie is not guilty of. tre.ason, declaring, “While Gen. DeGaulle 
continued’tfie struggle abroad, I prepared the road to liberation.“ 

After France surrendered to the Germans in June, 1940, Petain 
became head of the puppet French goverment at Vichy. Former Pre- 
miers Paul Reynaud and Edouard Daladier charge that Petain had been 
in league with Hitler sidce 1934, and sold out France for personal pow- 
er.‘ ’ . . .  

Petain; now 89 years old;says.he served as:a shield to protect the . 

. . ers of war. Other persons arrested are wearing American Army uni- 

.;; .. 

. .. 
. .  

French people, adding: “If .I have treated with the enemy, it was to 
.-.spare you. Faced with the enemy’s demands, I surrendered nothing 
essential, although we. had daggers at our throats.” 

With the war over.in Europe, U S .  government agencies begin to 
relax tight waitime. restrictions. The War. Production Board announces 
July 1 9  that 10.5,million more pairs of leather shoes will be available 
for civilians. in the last quarter of 1945 than in the current quarter. 

‘1 .:The board’also authorizes manufacturers and warehouses to place 
-unrestricted orders for stainless’steel as-a result of a drop in military 
and.foreign. requirements for nickel. 

Rationing of gas cooking and heating stoves will end July 31. Quotas 
also’are relaxed-on home refrige.rators and washing machines. Restric- 

... tions on wood for furniture manufacturers are lifted July 21. . 
:< In an attempt to stop .hoarding and panic buying of soap; Secretary 

, .of Agricultire Clinton P. Anderson July 24 promises civilians a 
“substantiai. increase”- in.’soap supplies. 

. . .  

, . 

... Aboard’his flagship off Japan, ’ 

Halsey’says his, offensive is the i 
‘beginning of the “final plunge : 

into the heart of the Japanese ’: 

empire, adding ‘that the enemy i 
fleet has been “routed, beaten 
and broken.” 

“Because of our inferior status 
in quantity,’’ says a Japanese : 
radio announcer, “we are endur- .i’ 
ing the enemy attacks and evad- : 
ing futile exhaustion.” 

Some 3,500 miles southwest of ; 
Tokyo, Dutch troops on south- ’ 
eastern Borneo Zuly 21 seize the 
village of Bambodja, a mile and 
half north of the captured Sam- . 
bodja oil fields. 

On July 23, Australian Seventh I 

‘Division soldiers drive six miles ’ 

up Borneo’s Balikpapan Bay : 
without opposition. Gen. Dou- : 
glas. MacArthur says Japanese 
casualties on the oil-rich island 
are 4,306 killed and 441 captured. 

a. 
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Ex-workers 
:!ai Fernald 

a- a 

Deadline for applying 
.for benefits July 31 
.I . 

I HA.MILTON (AP) - Hun- 
dreds of former Fernald plant 
workers have not applied for 
benefits they could receive under 
a' $20 million settlement with the 
Energy Department. 
.' The deadline for applying'for 
lifetime medical monitoring and 

'.cash payments is July 31. Several 
thousand workers or their bene- 
ficiaries could qualify for a share 
of the out-of-court settlement, . 
the .Journal-News of Hamilton 
r e w e d . " . -  

t 3,500 people have sub- 
applications, said Eric 

ey, the attorney appointed 
e by the U.S. District 

Court to  oversee the program. 
Kemey said.he ,hopes to hear 

more workers or 

e available ' t o  
employees who- worked at Fer- 
nald. for at least sixcontinuous 
weeks before 1986. 'Certain sub- 
contractors also may qualify. .: 

Medical monitoring is to begin ' 

~$y:early August at the. Drake 
+enter Inc. in Cincinnati. Cash . 
?disb.ursement. should.  begin ' 

., around Christmas, Kearney said. 
..,The former Fernald employees..: 

,filed a class-action lawsuit in : 

'1990 against the Energy Depart- 
'ment. It alleged the plant's 
.former operator, National Lead 
. ofOhio Inc., did not tell workers 
' a ~ o u t  the health hazards of 
radiation exposure at the plant. 
' The Energy Department and.  : 
N&,O have 'denied q y  wrongdo- 
ing. The settlement of the law- 

. s ~ &  gllots at'least $5 million to 
cover annual physicals. The first 
physicals a r e .  expected t o  . 
'include chest'X-rays, 'blood and 
uiine analyses and '.prostate 
eiaminations.. 

a 

-2B o WEDNESDAY, JULY 26,1995 
- 

Xseparate. $15 million fund 
will be divided among workers 
oqce lawyers' fees are paid and 
money is set .aside for handling 
,workers' claims. Disbursements 
f roqthe  fund will be based. on 
the"hount of time an. employee 

.$orJted atthe plant. 
-...;The Fernald'plant is 18 miles 
. .  .-nokthwest of .Cincinnati. It pro- 
' c e s s e d  u:ranium for.  t h e  
government's production else- 
where of nuclear weapons from 
1951-through 1989, when pro- .. 
duction was ended so workers 
could concentrate. on cleaning 
up 'radioactive wastes at the 
site." 

.<.<. . ' s 

. .  
_ . ^  ,... a 
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%ese minor league Roosters 
have something to crow about 

Professional baseball 
is only a short drive 
away. 

Not down Interstate- 
75 to Cincinnati, but out 
Interstate-70 to Rich- 
mond, Ind., where you 
can watch the Rich- 
mond Roosters minor 
league team for $2.50 -’ 
(reserved seat) or $3.50 
(general admission). It’s 

Ron 
Jackson 
225-2392 

t the group Ala- ea had in mind 
when they sang 
“Cheap Seats”. 

If you are turned off 
by big salaries and 
work stoppages every 
coupleof years, the 
Roosters and their 
opponents in the 
Frontier League will 
satisfy your baseball 
appetite. 

The maximum sal- 
ary in the league is 
$700 per month. The 
mjnimum is $450. 

The Roosters 
appear to be catching 
on, attracting‘an aver- 
age of 1.400 fans a 

ance last week. 
“We’ve had a tremendous response,” said 

Gary Kitchel, the team’s director of sales 
and marketing. “Our attendance has sur- 
passed our expectations, along with souve- 
nir sales.” 

The Roosters have sold 1,300 green- 
and-orange Roosters caps. 

Teams making up the Frontier League are 
Chillicothe (Ohio) Paints, Evansville (Ind.) 
Otters, Johnstown (Pa.) Steal, Newark 
(Ohio) Buffaloes, Ohio Valley Redcoats 
(Parkersburg, W.Va), Portsmouth (Ohio) 
Explorers, Zanesville (Ohio) Greys and the 
Roosters. They’ll play 70 games in 75 days. 

Local players are Bart 
Davis (.330) of Eaton 
and pitcher Tom F’ron- 
ing of Sidney. 

It could be called the 
Last Frontier League. It 
is an entry-level minor 
leame, serving as the 
first major stop for 
youngsters who dream 
of making it to the 
majors. 

‘With the major 
leagues cutting back on 
their rookie and triple-A 
teams - they no longer 
have three apiece and 
are co-oping with other 
clubs - I think indepen- 
dent Class A teams, like 
in the Frontier League, 
will flourish in the 
future,” said Tom Coo- 
-per, the team’s director game. The team was off to a 16-9 start, good 

for second place behind Johnstown and 
Ohio Valley. 

Roudy,Rooster, the team’s mascot, enter- 

of player personnel. 

Roosters, call 317-935-7529. ’ 
For more information on the Richmond 

From 1981 to 1990, he built West Ca~~oll- 
ton High School into a softball powerhouse, 
compiling a 156-80 record, two league titles, 
four district championships and one 
regional championship. . 

The last three years he has served as an 
unpaid assistant coach of the University of 
Dayton’ women’s fast-pitch team. 

He recently was named the interim head 
softball coach for the Flyers. Reed will over- 
see the program until a permanent succes- 
sor is named to replace former coach Daryl 
Ogg, who resigned in May. 

sion I level,” Reed said. “Right now I’m 
scouting and getting the UD word out for 
possible prospects. I get a great deal of sat- 
isfaction teaching the girls the game. Last 
year I served as the pitching coach.” 

softball champions, got headlines for 
recruiting Tanya Harding kom Australia 
(”The Wonder ?om the Land Down 
Under”). Don’t look for Reed to be taking 
trips to Australia. He is scouring the soffball 
diamonds in Michigan, Indiana and Ohio. 

“I’m loolring at pitchers, since pitching is 
the name of the game,” Reed said. “When I 
watched the NCAA championships on 
ESPN, I came away impressed with the ~ 

speed of the game and the fielding. You 
have to emphasize those facets of the game. i 
I’ve been impressed with the caliber of tal- 1 
ent at fast-pitch tournaments in Cincinnati,’ 
Columbus and Indianapolis.” 

The Flyers suffered a 7-28 season last 
spring, but Reed feels the program is 
headed in the right direction with seven 
freshman starters. 

Before retiring, Reed was manager for 
human resources at EG&G Mound, and 
currently teaches classes at UD in business 

“I have no desire to be a coach at the Divi- 
, 

UCLA, the 1995 NCAA Division I women’s 

I 

, 

management and technology. 1 

between innings there is usually something 
special going on. In August, the Famous 
Chicken will make an appearance, W&W 
sports 

W YOU CAN. help area readers stay on top of what‘s 
happening in area sports and:recreatidn by passing 
along items of interest. Call Rod.JaCkson at 225- 
2392 or write to: Neighbors Sports Desk, Dayton 
Daily News, 45 S. Ludlow St., Dayton, Ohio 45402. 

. .  j 
i - 
i 

At the age of 59, B W  Reed is COnVeYhZ 
his enthusiasm for softball to  a younger gen- 
eration. 

show host Andy m a n ,  one of 
em’s shareholders, made’an appear- . 

. - - ..- ...-- .. . . ., . . . .  . . .  . . .  . 
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Area 7 Removal Action 
Mound Plant 

Miamisburg, Ohio 
Beginning August. 14, 1995, and continuing through September 16. 1995, 
the Department. of Energy will accept comments on the Action Memoran- 
dum for the Area 7 Removal Action a t  the Mound Plant in Miamisburg, 
Ohio. 

In this Action Memorandum, the Department of Energy is recommending 
the removal of contaminated soils in a 50 foot by 50 foot area to a depth of 
16 feet below the ground surface, using on-site temporary storage for the 
excavated soil, and off-site disposal in the future. 

The Action Memorandum 'was submitted to the -regulatory agencies in. July 
of 1995, and remediation activities will-begin'in.July of 1995. In order to 
maximize use of this construction seasori, public comments wiil be incor- 
porated. while the remediation'is in progress. 

'rhe public is invited to review t.he Action.Memorandum for the Afea 7 Re- 
moval Action a t  the DOE Mound CERCLA Public Reading Room, Miamis- 
burg Senior Adult Center, 305 Central Ave.. Miamisburg, Ohio. 

All comments regarding the Aktion Memorandum should be directed to: 
Jolene Walker 
EC&G Community Relatioris 

Miamisburg; OH 45343-3000. 
P.O. BOX 3000, OSE-245 , 

15131 865-4140 
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humans. He 
and his colleagues have highly 

‘ticized this report used to dispel 
blic fears about cancer risks from 

radiation. 

for the data by the National Cancer 
Institute, their own data actually fully 
supports the fact that cancer has risen 
around nuclear facilities and, in fact, the 

“Contrary to the conclusion drawn 

e 

Study: Mound 

cancer deaths were invariably within 
the influences of nuclear sites. And the 
study does not take into account cancer 

‘ incidence. 
Newborns are hundreds of times 

more susceptible to the effects of 
radiation than are adults, he said. 
Adults are more likely to get adverse 
health effects from prolonged limited 
exposure than from a similar singular 

Sharon Cowdrey tried to get the 

Miamisburg‘s cluster of health problems 
and cancer deaths - including that of 
her young son - are connected to the 
Mound nuclear facility. But no 
government body would accept the- 
connection, so no govemment- 
sponsored health survey could be 
performed to prove her suspicions were 
true. 

But one of the leading studies used 
to quiet citizen concerns is being 
reevaluated, and it appears to prove just 
the opposite of what it is being used for: 
nuclear radiation from the Mound is 
causing cancer deaths in Miamisburg. 

“There are a lot of things here in 
Miamisburg that people don’t want to 
connect because it’s fearful to connect to 
the [Mound] site,” she said. 

The study in question is “Cancer in 
Populations Living Near Nuclear 
Facilities,” conducted by the National 
Cancer Institute in 1990. The study 
looked at cancer deaths in counties with 
nuclear facilities and compared those 
deaths to control counties where no 

clear facilities are found. The study a cludes that there-is no cause-effect 
relationship between nuclear facilities 
and cancer rates. About the Mound, the 
report states that relative cancer risks 
“for the population living near the 
Mound facility show no evidence of 
adverse health effects.” 

a emment to recognize that 

But the summarv and conclusions 

does increase 
government has been hiding and 
preventing the public from knowing 
that the data shows a trend, clearly,” he 
said. 

The data shows a marked increase 
in cancers of the digestive tract and 
airway passages for children under 19. 
These cancers are increased by the 
release of radioactive alpha particles, he 
said. Alpha emissions are created in 
plutonium processing and the 
development of tritium technology, 
which the Mound has been doing since 
1947. 

Thirty-four years worth of cancer 
deaths in three counties around the 
Mound were compared to similar 
deaths in control counties. For children 
under 10, colon and rectum cancer was 
2.84 times higher around the Mound 
than in the control population. Deaths 
caused by cancer of the trachea, 
bronchus and lung were 3.76 times 
higher. In children ages 10 to 19, deaths 
for colon and rectum cancer were 4.63 
times higher, and thyroid cancer deaths 
were 3.82 times higher. 

government report still claims that 
populations living near nuclear facilities 
are at no risk. “From the evidence 
available, this study has found no 
suggestion that nuclear facilities may be 
linked causally with excess deaths from 
leukemia or from other cancer in 

Even with those statistics, the 

populations 
living nearby,” , 

do not 
accurately 
reflect the 
findings of the ‘Our findings are that 
Ernest throughout the recent study, said Dr. 

Steirnglass. A decade, that government 
professor of 
radiological officials and health officials 

have made attempts to cover physics at the 
University of 
Pittsburgh . up the seriousness of 
School of 
Medicine, radioactive releases.’ 
Steirnglass is Dr. Ernest Steirnglass 
an expert on . ._ 

cancer risk 
’ dosage, Steirnglass said. The greatest 
fear comes from constantly breathing 
the air and eating food grown around 
the site, he said. 

The 1990 study with its false 
summary is just another attempt by the 
federal govemment to keep the harmful 
effects of radiation away from the 
public’s eye, he said. 

“Our findings are that throughout 
the recent decade, that government 
officials and health officials have made 
attempts to cover up the seriousness of 
radioactive releases,” he said. 

So fhe members of Miamisburg 
Environmental Health and Safety 
(M.E.S.H.) are taking it on themselves 
to uncover the risks involved. When 
they asked officials to perform an 
extensive health survey of the area, 
Cowdrey and the others in the group 
were told there was no evidence of any 
health problems from radiation. This 
conclusion was based on reports done 
for the Mound by the Agency for Toxic 
Substances & Disease Registry. The 
reports confirmed that there are no 
health risks associated with the Mound. 

the reports, said Cowdrey, so the 
findings were certain to confirm old 
opinions. When the Agency appeared 
unwilling to collect new data, M.E.S.H. 
offered to do the legwork. This 
reevaluation of a critical study should 
give M.E.S.H. the evidence it needs. 

‘‘I hope that this will prove that the 
cancer survey is very needed,” she said. 

M.E.S.H. plans to begin collecting 
data in Miamisburg t h s  month. The 
survey will focus on people who 
currently live in the area and who have 
lived in the area at any time since the 
‘40s. The survey will catalogue not only 
:ancer deaths and incidence, but other 
health problems influenced by 
radiation, Cowdrey said. 

But old data was used to generate 

- Michelle Tedfori 



Deaths caused by cancer of the trachea, bronchus and lung 
were 3.76 times higher. 

In children ages 10 to 19, deaths for colon and rectum 
cancer were 4.63 times higher 

Thyroid cancer deaths' were 3.82 times higher. I 

What the study found 
The study was done of three counties near the Mound Nuclear 

Weapons facility (Warren, Butler and Montgomery). 
Comparisons are made to a control population. 

For children under 10, colon and rectum cancer was 2.84 times 
higher in the Miarnisburg.area than in the control areas. 
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MOUND We need you at the next'. . . 
MOUND PLANT 

CERCLA Quarterly 

Miamisburg Civic Center 
Community Room 
10 N. First Street 

Miamisburg, OH 45342 

Updates on on-going cleanup and commercialization 
activities at the Mound Plant in  Miamisburg, Ohio 
Presentation by Ohio Department of Health 
Representative on Cancer Monitoring Programs 

For more information, please contact Jolene. Walker, 
EG&G Community Relations at (513) 865-4140. 
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DOE:. 16,000 exposed 
to radiation tests 

Dayton Daily News . 
Dayton, OH 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 18,1995 0 3A 
_ _  - 

GKarenMacPherson . ' 

SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS SERVICE . . 
. .  .. - . 

C .  - -  . - .. 

::WASHINGTON -'.  he. U.S. : 

;Gergy D e p e m e n t  conducted 
435 human radiation'experiments 
i6volving 16,000 people during the 
C@ld :War, including, tests. 'on 
aborted fetuses,-hfants, pregnant 
and' nursing women, prisoners' 
..aDd institutionalized. children 
.and . adults, .Secretary.- Hazel- 
QLeary said Thursday. .. .' 

:<O'Leary released. DO 
-t$y of the experimen 
w'hs based 'on- .documents com- 
:pged 'during a $14 million, year- 
,long effort that involved search- 
iqg volumes o,f govern.ment. 
,records. : 

':She and other top DOE officials 
acknowledg2d that about 10 per-- 
'cent of the 435 experiments had a 
"dark side," including the now- 
.notorious .experiment in which 18. 
people -were- injected with pluto- 
nium without their-knowledge or 
consent during the late 1940s. 

*Only a few of the experiments 
were done in Ohio: 

. . . .  

In 1950, 76 hospital patients at 
Case Western Reserve University 
were injected with plasma protein 
'tagged with iodine-131, then - 
tested 24 hours later to.dete-e 
how much of the.iodine registered 

.At the' Mound- -Laboratory in 
Miamisburg, Ohio, researchers 
tested-various cleaning agents. to 
determine which did the best job 
o'f washing off . , radioact ive 
c o n t a a t i o n .  . : .': .';. , '  ':, , . ..., . . . 
,. ' T.he ' gro.up 0-f ' experiments' 
uncovered most recently by DOE 
involved .numerous instances in 

' which prisoners and. children '- 

including mentally retarded chil- 
dren - wereused. ' '. ' . 

But O'Leary also .'stressed that 
the human radiation experiments 
advanced .th.e development of 
nuclear medicine, which. has 
saved. lives arid pioneered new 
treatments for diseases. .. 

er, tells only a part of the tale of. 
the federal government's role in 
sponsoring human radiation 
experiments. 

in their urhie., .. .:. . . .  

The DOE compilation, howev- . 

a 
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2,  .7 .. Budget cuts prompt 42 layoffs at Mound : A :  

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

The operator of the Mound nuclear 
weapons  p l a n t  in Miamisburg  
announced the layoff of 42 workers 
Monday as a result of budget cuts 
related to the end of defense work . .  there. 

Mark Becker, a spokesman for EG&G 
Mound Applied Technologies Inc., said 
the layoffs will mainly affect salaried 

:* 3 - 
workers and will go into effect activity involves dismantling weap6nk 
Thursday. parts and ' recovering radioactive, ';!ri- 

Following the laYoEs, about 1,150 tium from some of the weapons. " . ' .  
workers be emploved at the p l a t ,  In addition, between 50 .  and -75 
which has made t r i a e m  and detona- Mound workers produce power. sup- 
tors for nuclear weapom since 1949. plies for space probes. That work is 

The plant's defense mission is to end expected to continue beyond Oct. 1, by Oct. 1, leaving Cleanup of radioactive Becker said, and hazardous waste as the primary 
At -one time, the plant had 2,500 activity at the 306-acre site. 

Becker said the plant's defense employees. 



. .  
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R&KI IIIQ evil, see no evil: 
Missing work logs at the Mound , 

A few years' worth of logs from the 
Mound nuclear weapons facility are 

issing. And the information in those 

who filed a lawsuit last week against the 
operators of the Miamisburg plant. 

Members of the Oil, Chemical & 
Atomic Workers International Union 
filed a suit in part because of 
unnecessary risk situations that workers 
have been put in and not informed of, 
and because of poor record keeping by 
the facility, said local union president 
Gary Nolley. The loss of these logs is 
just another example of the lax 
operating conditions plaguing the plant, 
he said. 

The missing documents are master 
logs that are kept of the day-by-day and 

, job-by-job activities happening in the 
Mound, Nollry said. At least two or 
three years' worth of information is 
"conveniently" not available, he said, 
from about 1989 to 1992. 

Included in these records were 
activities around the decommissioning 
of building R. In 1949 and 1954, 
according to the lawsuit, building R was 
contaminated with spills of radioactive 
actinium-227. A cement slab was poured 
o contain the spill. When workers a egan to decontaminate the building in 

1989, they were never informed of the 
hazard or issued protective clothing, the 
lawsuit states. 

decontamination were either not tested 

e logs could be vital for the union workers 

Workers involved in the 

for contamination, or the test samples 
took years to be evaluated, he said. . 
Others not directly involved in the 
decontamination process could also ' 

have been exposed. Nolley believes that. 
he could have been exposed to actinium 
while doing duct work in the crawl 
space above where the spill occurred. ' 

He has never been tested for exposure to 
the isotope. 

This event is the typical of the way 
the Mound is-run, he said. That is why 
the union filed a suit against the two 
companies that have operated the 
Mound, Monsanto Research Corp., 
which began operating the facility in 
1948, and, EG&G Mound Applied 
Technologies, which took over 
operation in 1988 and plans to leave the 
facility in 1996. 

Technologies would not comment on 
the lawsuit or the allegations. He said. i 
the suit had not yet been served to 
EG&G management. . 

If workers had known they-were 
exposed, they could have chosen to 
leave high-risk jobs, Nolley said. They 
assumed Mound operators were telling . : 

Mark Becker from EG&G Applied 

. .  
. themeverything. . . . 

"We knew there was.risk, and we 
thought at the time that we were being 
taken care of,'.' he said. In the six months 
in which Nolley has been investigating . '  

the case, work conditions have not . . 

improved, he said. . . 

The lawsuit calls for the addition of 
an independent organization to take 
over record keeping for the Mound, 
since EG&G seems incapable of keeping 
good records, he said. The lawsuit also 
seeks to develop funds to pay damage 
claims to workers injured from radiation 
exposure, since future claims would 
have little chance against EG&G, he 
said. "They'd just shut you out the 
door," Nolley said. Overall, the lawsuit : 
seeks to ensure future worker safety. 

- Michelle Tedford 



. . . ..... . . .__... :: 

Respect . .  . . .  the . .. Mound 
. ..I As Miamisburg heads into the 21st 
century, many positive strides have and are 
being made in the private and public sectors 
of our city that truly make i t  a great place to 
live. 

However, one blight remains withinour 
borders thatistruly tasteless, ifnotdownright 
barbarically insensitive. . 

While the historical Mound burial 
ground is one of our city’s most .majestic 
sites, the fact that the public-at-large is 
perini ttcd to traverse i t  via a staircase is truly 
appalling. 
. While the majority of citizens display 
appropriate behavior when visiting this 
burial site, it is not rare to find discarded 
alcoholic beverage containers, or other litter 
on the crest of the Mound. And while the city 
does an excellent job of maintaining the 
cleanliness of the site, the fact that anyone is 
allowed,toclimb to the top displays either an 
utter lack of sensitivity, respect for the dead, 
ignorance or possibly all three. 

How would each and every one of us 
feel if we knew that on any given day or 
evening, anyone who  wished  to w a s  
encouraged by a municipality to climb on 
top of our family’s grave in order to get a 
good view of the city? Although our current 
city leaders are npt responsible, they have 
the power to change it. 

Although the aforementioned gravesite 
is centuries old, that should not diminish the : 
respect we should show for those that have 
gone.before us, and the monument their. 
family and friends erected to them. 

- So as Miamisburg heads into the next 
century, I can only hope we can see fit to 
show the respectful and compassionate 
vision to abolish the lack of respect for the 
dead that the Mound burial site represents 
for the bygone forefathers and mothers of 
this land we now call America. 

Let’srestore theMound to thecondition 
those who built.it meant it to be maintained 
in. 

David B. Sparks 
Miamisburg 

.~ . 
. . _. 
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Wellfield 

vo I IIP a tek r s 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

Groundwater is t h e ,  most 
important source of drinking 
water in  Miamisburg and the 
c i t y  is looking for help from 
local business people and citi- 
zens to protect this  important 
resource. 

As part of the it’s wellfield 
protection program, the city is 

+ seeking spokespeople from the 
local community, including pri- 

7’. vate citizens, lodal - business rep- 
I -  

resentatives and representatives 
from the city to form a wellfield 
prJtection committee. 

The primary purpose of the 
committee, according to Claude 
Berry, the city’s superintendent 
of water and waste operations, 
is to determine what steps busi- 
ness, industry, government and 
private citizens must rake to 
protect the quality of the water 
we drink. 

“Many protection strategies 
will be considered including 
20 i i  i n g o\er lays ,  chemical 
inventory requirements and 
building permit reviews,” said 
Berry. 

Recommendations made by 
the committee will  likely be 
used to develop resolutions and 
ordinances to be considered by 
the city council. 

The formation of the wellfield 
protection committee is another 
step the city is taking in its well- 

.. 

’ 
- 

done to this point,” said Saxe. 
“They are very far ahead of the 
pack. ” 

Miamisburg decided to start 
the wellfield protection plan 
after finding some trace VOCs 
(Volatile Organic Compounds) 
polluting the wellfield in 
September 1989. The pollutants 
were detected at the city’s water 
treatment plant. 

“There was no health risk in 
what we found; the concentra- 
tions were well below EPA lim- 
its,’’ said Berry.“‘But we started 
an investigation.” 

AND THEY started to plan to 
protect the wellfield. 

In September 1992, the city 
teamed with West Carrollton to 
develop a wellfield protection 
plan and they submitted that 
plan to the Ohio EPA in August 
1994. The EPA endorsed it with 
recommendations in December 
1994. 
The first step of the plan was 

to determine where the drinking 

I 

water comes from and how long 
i t  takes to get to the city’s pro- 
duction wells. A boundary 
around the regional water supply 
identified the area within which 
groundwater would reach the 
wellfield in five years or less. 
That area was deemed the well- 
field protection area and 
includes portions of Miamisburg 
and Miami Township. 

Following that, the city devel- 
oped a list of potential sources 
of groundwater contamination 
for the area. 

Groundwater contamination 
can come from any number of 

’sources - from gas station cus- 
tomers spilling a little gasoline 
on the ground while pumping to 
someone dropping an open can 
of paint, said Saxe. 

“People dumping their used 
motor oil in the United States is 
more of a threat to the environ- 
ment than the Exxon Valdez 
was,” said.Saxe. “And we need 
people to realize this.” 

Developing ways to manage 
environmental risks to t h e  well- 

t 

field protection program, said * 

Heather Saxe, a hydrogeologist i 

from CH2M Hill, the company ’ 
that is working with , 
Miamisburg on wellfield protec- 
tion. 

“Mcamisburg has been very 
proactive in this  program,” she 
said. “They started well before 
the EPA (Environmental 
Protection Agency) required 
them to do it .  

“In fact, they are one of the 
most advanced communities in 
southwest Ohio in the work 

(Continued on Page 12) 

- 

field is one of the main goals of 
the wellfield protection commit- 
tee. The other major goal is pub- 
lic education. 

“There’s just so much potential 
contamination that people do 
that they don’t realize they are 
doing that we need to educate 
them to prevent the problem,” 
said Berry. 

As part of the wellfield protec- 
tion program, Miamisburg has 
recently installed several addi-_ 
tional groundwater monitoring 
wells. These wells were not 
installed to combat problems, 
but rather to help serve as an 
“early warning” system of 
groundwater contamination 
before i t  reaches production 
wells and fouls the city’s drink- 
ing water. 

Now the city i t  ready for the 
next step in the process, the for- 
mation of the wellfield protec- 
tion committee. Those interested 
in volunteering.to serve on the 
committee should contact 
Claude Berry at 847-6635 or 
Heather Saxe at 228-4285. 



Employees file 
class action suit; 
against , -  Mound 

- by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

A dozen present’and retired 
Mound workers, together with 
their union, filed a class action 
lawsuit in U.S. District Court in 
Dayton last week against EG&G 
Mound Applied Technologies 
and Monsanto Research Corp., 
the present and former operators 
of the Mound plant for the U.S. 
Department of Energy. 

The suit alleges negligence 
and fraud and claims that work- 
ers were “intentionally exposed 
to radioactive isotopes, includ- 
ing, but not limited to, actinium, 
pl u toni urn and uranium.” 

The lawsuit spiang from a 
recent incident i n  which the 
Mound failed to have bioassay 
samples taken from 30 workers 
fol lowing a decontamination 
project i n  1991, tested u n t i l  
1994. About 24 of those sample 
subsequently tested positive for 
the presence of Actinium 227, a 
radioactive isotope that was pre- 
sent at the scene of the deconta- 
mination of Building R. 

The lawsuit accuses EG&G of 
gross mismanagement i n  the 
handling of the samples and 
alleges that the company tried to 
conceal the presence of contanii- 
nation of the workers by claim- 
ing .the results were “false posi- 
tives.” 

Mound lawsuit,.. 
(Continued from Page 1) 

THE LAWSUIT states that as 
the result of the mishandling of 

I the aforementioned bioassay 
samples,  investigations by 
EG&G and an independent radi- 
ological consulting firm, Smith 
and Rich, supplied recommen- 
dations for better safety at the 
plant, but that none of the sug- 
gestions have been implement- 
ed. 

Mark Becker, spokesman for 
EG&G, said that the company 
has not yet been served with the 
lawsuit and thus could not com- 
ment. 

The lawsuit, which is seeking 
class action certification for ‘the 
1,000 current and retired 
employees, and the union, the 
Oil, Chemical & ,Atomic 
Workers Intern at i o n a I Union 

The lawsuit seeks: 
Compensatory and punitive 

damages in an unspecified 
amount. 

A fund set up by the court to 
pay for an independent analysis 
of radiation exposure at the plant 
and oversights by the manage- 
ment. 

A fund set up by the court tb 
pay damage claims of current 
and retired workers who have 
suffered injury as a result of 
their exposure to radiation at the 
plant. 

An immediate order prohibit- 
ing the company from destqoy- 
ing records. 

An order prohibiting the 
company from doing anything 
that will further harm the health 
and safety of employees. 

The suit was filed, in addition 
to the union, by Katherine E. 

. 

Miamisburg News 

0 Miamisburg, OH 
(W = 7,000) 

The suit states “EG&G know- 
ingly created a hostile en \ .  ‘iron- 
ment where reporting of health 
and safety problems - including 
the failure to process urine sam- 
ples - has been chilled and/or 
discouraged. EG&G knowingly 
created t h i s e n v i ron inen t i n 
order to prevent prudent health 
and safety practices and prudint 
testing practices from impeding 
the attainment of EG&G’s eco- 
nomic goals.” 

(Continued on Page 12) 

Dayton\, James Goldie of West 
Carroll ton, Wi 1 I iams Stephens of 
Dayton, Herbert Head Jr. of 
Dayton, Nancy Abner  of 
Miamisburg, Terry Gustin of 
Germantown, Gary Nolley of 
Miamisburg, Michael. Gibson of 
Franklin, Steven Schraub of 
Middletown and James L. 
Turner of Germantown. 

The lawsuit states “as a result 
of EG&G’s violzition of DOE 
orders and regulations, plaintiffs 
have suffered various physical 
and mental injuries including an 
increased likelihood of contract- 
irlg cancers and other debilitat- 
ing diseases caused by radiation, 
fear of contracting cancer, anxi- 
ety and emotional distress.” 

The suit was filed on behalf of 
the plaintiffs by the law firm 
Ell,iott Reihner, Siedzikowski & 
Egan P.C: of ‘B lue  Bell, AFL-CIO. asks for damages and Levell of Dayton, Gerald Ligon 

Y 

a long list of concessions. of Dayton’,- Eddie ’ Ford-of Pennsylvania. 
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CERCLA MEETING I 
There will be a 'Mound P l a n t ,  
CERCLA Quarterly Public ' 
meeting at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
Aug. 24, at Miamisburg Civic I 

Center's. Community Room, 10 
N. First St. 
Topics of interest: Updates on 

on-going cleanup and commer- 
cia.lization activities at ' t h e  , 

Mound Plant; and presentation 
by Ohio Department of Heath 
representative, on Cancer 
Monitoring programs. 
For more information, please 

call Jolene Walker,. EG&G 
Community Relations represen- 
tative, at 865-4 140. 

Miamisburg, Ohio 

iiioval A c t i o n  at t h e  DOE M o u n d  CEIICLA Public I l e a d i n g  Room, Mlamls- 
burg Senior  Adult Center, 305 CenI.ral Ave.. Miarri lsburg. Ohio. 

I 1 

Based on the analysis presented in the environmental assessment, DOE believes that the 
proposed action does not constitute a major Federal action significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment within the meaning of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, 42 
U.S.C. 4321 et Therefore, the preparation of an environmental impact statement is not 
required and the DOE is issuing this finding of no,significant impact. 

The Environmental Assessment is available for review at the Mound Public Reading.Room, at the 

Questions can be directed to Jolene Walker, EG&G Community Relations, (513) 865-4140. 

' Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 Central Ave., Miamisburg, OH 45342. 

.- 
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I a Mound workeas-face Layoffs.. . 
(Continued from Page 1) 

“We wanted for those employ- 
ees to have a little dignity so we involuntary layoffs 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

For the first time in decades, 
Mound workers have been h i t  
by perm a ne n t i n vo I ii n tar y I ay - 
offs. 

On Monday, 42 workers at the 
Mound were notified that they 
are losing t h e i r  j o b s - a s  of 
Thursday, said Mark Becker, 
EG&G spokesman. 

“The 42 layoffs are the result 
of budget reductions by  the 

. DOE (U.S. .Department  of 
Energy),” he said. “We were 
able to move 38 others who 
were in jobs that were unfunded 
for fiscal year 1996 to ‘open 
funded positions.” 

The workforce at the Mound 
has steadily declined since the 
DOE announced that defense 

‘ 

work at the‘plant would be dis- 
continued. In 1992, the work- 
force was reduced by 500 jobs 
and in 1994 the workforce was 
reduced by 350 jobs, but these 
reductions were accomplished 
by voluntary layoffs, retirements 
and early outs, said Becker. 

In 1990, there was a very small 
involuntary layoff of I2 persons, 
but all those were subsequently 
rehired and no permanent invol- 
untary layoffs have taken place 
at the plant since the “late 60s or 
early   OS," said Becker. 

Those employees who were 
laid off will receive two weeks 
pay and severance pay based on 
their vested years of service at 
the plant, as well as extension of 
their medical benefits. 

(Continued on Page 12) 

told them today (Monday) of the 
layoffs and gave them the 
option of staying until  Thursday 
or leaving earlier than that if 
they wished,” said Becker. 

“The layoffs will have no 
effect on the safety of the opera- 
tion of the plant,” he said. 

We need you at the next. . . MOUND 
MOUND PLANT 

CERCLA Quarterly 
Public Meeting 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24,1995 
7 : O O  p.m. 

Miamisburg Civic Center 
Community Room 
10 N. First Street 

Miamisburg, OH 45342 

TOPICS OF INTEREST: 
Updates on on-going cleanup and commercialization 
activities at the Mound Plant in Miamisburg, Ohio 

9 Presentation by Ohio Department of Health 
Representative on Cancer Monitoring Programs 

For more lnformatlon, please contict Jolene Walker, 
EG&G Community Relaflons at (513) 865-4140. 
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By Wes Hills  
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

For more than eight yea'rs, 
Katherhe E. Levell's work at the 

,..Mound in . Miamisburg included 
--'assisting with the decontamina- 

tion of several areas of the facility,.. 
.which builds detonators qd ' t r ig-  

'. gers for nuclear weapons. .. ..: . . 

. In October,.1994, Levell of Dzy- 
ton was called into a meeting @-id 
:told that a urine sample she pro:- 
vided in 1991 had .sat on.a.shelf 

.'. . until April 1994 before 
';, out for processing. 

. .  The sample, and a s 
I .sample, ,  t es ted  positive f o r ,  
,+: actinium-227, a radioactive iso- 
-. 'tope, according to a lawsuit filed 

uesday on behalf of Levell:and ' el other current a n d .  retired ' 

.Mound employees and -their 
s- 1 I. union, the ;,Oil, Chemical & 

Atomic Workers .International' 
Union;in US. District Court in 
Dayton. .. . . .  

The lawsuit, which, seeks class- 
actiori"'certification .on behalf of 

.more than 1,000 current and 

.retired employees, cl-s workers : 
were ' "intentionally :,exposed , to 
radioactive isotopes, . including, 
butmot limited to, actinium, plu- 
tonium .and uranium." Exposure 
.to such radioactive substances, in 
sufficient amounts over time, can 

':cause. health problems, including . 
' 'an increased risk of some types of 

cancer. 
Named as defendants .are the 

Monsanto Research Corp., which 
'0perated;the .facility from 1948 to 
1988, and. EG&G Mound Applied 
Technologies, Inc;,.: which is 
,scheduled .to ' e s t .  the facility in 
-;1996.: The facility is undergoing 
' ec .on . fa .m~i .na . t , ion ,  a n d  

o.mmissioning: .-. . . . , .; 
k .Becker; the Moun- 

of public affairs, said the 
is unaware of the law- 
cannot comment until 
s had an opportunity to 

review it, 
But Becker .said the Mound 

"has historically made every 

,. . 
. .  . 

... 

, ' In addition to unspecified compensstor),.and-punitive dapages, 'the 
lawsuit filed .Tuesday against EG&G's Mound Facility in Miam,isburg on ,.. . 

. .  . _ .  , . .  . .  behalf of its-ek!ployees seeks; . .. 

...E A fund setup by th-e court t y for;an, independent, analysis.of radia- 

... E . A  fund set up by the court to pay da.mage claims,for current and retired 
..workers who have suffered injury as a result of. their exposures to radia- 

lmrnediate~~order,directi?g,the company:to.:not destroy records.. 2 
her .: 

' '  , .::: tion exposure and oversight at-the.plant: : .. . . . . . . '  

. . , *  .. . 

order prohibitinglhe'company from any.. . .- rdize the employees'.heaith!.and safety. .-. 

. .  

.effort to protect its workers from.. 
radioactive exposures" and 
"worked extremely hard at mak- 
ing exposures,as low as reason- 
ably achievable." 

. T h e  lawsui t  claims t h a t  
improper testing or the ,failure to 

ers 8 and.:maintain ade-. 
rds has jeopardized the 

workers'health. . . 

It cites the case of Gary Nolley 
ofMiamisburg. ' . ' 

Despite.working at the plant for 
18 years; often around radioactive 
materials, N.olley . was-.never 
.tested-for actinium-227,- the .law- 
suit'says. He is now being treated 
for cancer, 'according to the-law- 
suit. 

. .  

. .  . . .. . 

ium .in"1949, and . a  subsequent 
spill in 1954, a cem.ent slab was 
poured over, the existing cement 
floor in building R to encapsulate 
the radioactive material, the law- 
suit claims. 

B u t ,  when workers  were 
assigned to decontaminate the 
'building in' 1989, they were never 

. . . . .  

told of the previous spills and not 
provided the proper protective 
safety clothing, the lawsuit says. 

The lawsuit notes that on Sept 
I 

lected from them in 1991 had sat 
on a shelf for about three years 
before being processed in 

actinium-227, the 
L i  

duced 24 positive results for 
exposure t o  the radioactive , 
material. 

While several workers experi- 
enced "ser ious e m o t i o n a l  
distress," the company offered no 
formal counseling or written 
guidance about the effects of 
exposure, the lawsuit says. 
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Worried 
about ‘- 

water? 
Miamisburg seeks 
citizens for panel I 

By Jim Bland 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

Miamisburg city officials are 
hoping to involve interested citi- 
zens in identifymg and recom- 
mending steps the city should 
take to protect its underground 
drinking water supply from con- 
tamination. 

Since low concentrations of 
volatile organic compounds (sol- 

, vents and petroleum products) 
were found in the city’s wells in 
September 1989, Miamisburg has 
been employing consultants to 
advise officials about the sources 
and scope of the threat and how 
to  cope with the problem. 

“What we’re looking for now is 
a committee of perhaps 12 to 14 
people,-including city staff, who 
have a concern about the future 
of our water supply and would 
like to learn more about how it 
can be protected,” said Claude 
Berry, the city’s superintendent 
of water and waste operations. “A 
technical background is not 
required.” 

He said the committee would 
examine and recommend strate- 
gies to prevent contamination. 

Committee members also 
probably would decide whether 
the city should expand the net- 
work of monitoring wells installed 
last year to track movement of 
contaminants toward the pro: 
duction wellfields, Berry said. 

The committee also would be 
asked to help set up a system of 
public education on the issue, 
working through schools, the 
news media and professional 
organizations. 

_- 

WEDNESDAY, AIIGIIS’I’23.199S 

Heather Saxe, an employee of 
the consulting firm CH2MHill of 
Dayton, will lead the committee. 

The company did the 1990 
study of the  contamination 
threat and worked from 1992 
through 1994 with Miamisburg 
and West Carrollton in develop- 
ing a joint protection plan. 

Berry said the committee 
probably will meet a couple of 
times a month initially to be 
briefed on what has gone on 
before. 

“They’ll probably be meeting 
monthly after that, until they 
submit their recorhmendations,” 
he said. 

“We would hope those inter- 
ested in participating would con- 
tact us within a month. We’ve set 
no deadline, but the sooner we 
get started on this, the better,” 
he said. 

Interested individuals should 
contact B e y  (847-6635) or Saxe 
(228-4285). 
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Q U ~  suit claims radiation,,, 
radioactive isotopes they may 
have been exposed to during the Plaintiffs include two-phase decommissioning and 

-. ____--- 
&xposure> 

decontamination of the research : 
building that began in 1989. four local workers 
. Other area pGintiffs among the 
12 include Steven’ Schraub of 
Middletown, Terry Gustin of I 

By John Carter 
Journal Staff Writer 

Certain workers a t  the Mound 
nuclear weapons plant in Mi- 
amisburg may have been un- , 
knowingly exposed to radiation 
several times the legal annual 
limit, claims a Hunter man who 
joined a class-action lawsuit last 
week. 

Michael Gibson is one of 12  in- 
dividuals along with the Oil, 
Chemical and Atomic Workers 
union that  filed suit against cur- 
rent  and former Mound .opera- 
tors. Gibson believes he was ex- 
posed to high levels of radioac- 
tive elements during the decom- 
missioning and decontamina- , 
tion of a corridor of the plant’s 
research building. 

Gibson, 36, of Hunter, who is 
so vice president of OCAW Local 

200, told The Journal he was 
ong many workers who were 

not informed by plant operators of 
& 

Germantown, and James L. 1 
Turner of Germantown. The suit 
names a s  defendants EG&G 
Mound Applied Technologies 
Inc., the plant’s current operator, 
and Monsanto Research Corp., 
the former operator. 

EG&G spokesman Mark Beck- 
er said the company had not re- 
ceived the suit yet and could not 
comment. 

Gibson said that ‘during the de- 
commissioning and decontamina- 
tion work, air monitors would fre- 
quently go off in the building. The 
management’s explanation was 
that i t  was due to radon gas being 
released into the air, he said. 

“We had no reason to disbelieve 
them,” hesaid. 

Part of the process of working 
in a contaminated environment 
included workers submitting 
urine samples. 

1 

Samples from 31 workers, sub- 1 

mitted in 1991, “sat on a shelf 
until 1994” before being tested, : 
Gibson said. Then in the fall of 
1994, more than half of them 
were informed they had tested 
positive for actinium or  other 
radioactive elements, he said. 

A second test in 1’994 yielded : 
the same results, he said. 

A third round of samples, sub- 
mitted in November, included 
some 200 people - much more 
than the original 31 - who had 
also worked on the same project 
and thought they might have 
been exposed a s  well. 

Gibson was one of them. The ~ 

results of the third test - done 
by two different laboratories - : 
were negative, Gibson said. 

He accounts for the difference 
by saying that in the three years 
between the alleged exposure and 
the third test, “the body would 
have absorbed’ and passed off 
some of the radioactive isotopes.? 

Gibson said the plaintiffs “want 
the judge to bring in some kind 
of administrator to take control 

. .  - 

. 

. 

Fernald’s stockpile of 
radium sparks big hunt 
El CINCINNATI - The U.S. De- 
partment of Energy has begun an  
international search for radium 
in response to cancer researchers’ 
efforts to save a cache of the rare 
element at the Fernald uranium- 
processing plant. The search was 
sparked by published reports 
that radium is important to can- 
cer research, said Owen Lowe, 
spokesman for the DOE’S Isotope 
Program Office in Germantown, 
Md. W e  now have people looking 
worldwide to try and.find other 
sources of radium that can be 
used by these researchers in 
their cancer projects,” Lowe said 
Wednesday. DOE officials said 
the 20 million pounds of radioac- 
tive waste stored in two silos at 
Fernald contains about 4,500 



. I  

Cincinnati Enquirer . j 
Cincinnati, OH Fernald cache sparks hunt at nuclear sites worldwide ’ 

whether they are storing. any radium-laced 
waste, and if so, how accessible it is. 

The  Energy Department also is contacting 
The US Department of Energy (DOE) has’ government nuclear experts from several cow-  

launched an international search for radium including Britain and F ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  to d e t e d e  
after learning of efforts by the world’s leading whether’they have radium that could be used by 
cancer researchers to save a stockpile of the the United States, L~~~ said. 
rare radioactive element a t  Fernald. Lowe said Wednesday it was too early to 

The search was sparked by a series of report on the results of the search. “We should. 
articles in The Enquirer detailing the impor- know more in about a week or two. Right now 
tance of radium to successful cancer research we’re in the process of running down all the 
projects, said Owen Lowe, associate director of rumors. So far we have not located ‘any radium 
isotope production and distribution for the supply other than Ferna1d.I’ 
DOE’S -Isotope Program Office in Germantown, Lowe said his staff is investigating reports 
Md. that radium may be in a DOE waste site in 

“We now have people .looking worldwide to Niagara Falls, N.Y. “We are trying to locate the 
try and find other sources of radium that can be people who would know what’s there. Some 
used by these researchers in their cancer proj- people have told us there is radium there, others 
ects,“ Lowe said. say no.” 

L~~~ said- he .had ordered members of his A uranium-processing plant was built in Niag- 

cleanup sites around the United States to see (Please see.RADIUM, Page A151 

IKE GALLAGHER 
incinnati Enquirer 

(5=341,046, D = 197,590) I 

staff to interview DOE managers a t  radioactive . ara Falls, and in 1944 and 1945, the waste that 

e * Worldwide search launched 
for- element 

TINUED FROM PAGE A1 COT generated - including radium i 
- was put in steel drums and stored ! 

.outdoors at a government facility j 

- near Model City, N.Y., DOE records 
... show. 
. ’ By 1952, the steel drums had 

.begun to rust and leak. Government 
workers had just built two concrete 
storage silos at Fernald, which was 
then a new- uranium-processing 
plant. A deckion was made to trans- 
fer the radioactive waste from New 
York- to the Fernald silos,. according 
to U.S. Atomic Energy Commission 
records. 

“The- leaking drums. were re- 
placed with new ones and shipped 
with. the better drums in rail cars to 
Fe.rnaldj” said Raymond B. Wolf of 
Miami. Township, a retired Fernald 
worker. 

1  was instqumental-in :.empffing.:l, 
the-drums into a tank of water to j 
make a slurry,” Wolf said. “This 

’ 

was then pumped into the silos.” 
Lowe said he. had “no idea” ~ 

whether any radioactive waste was : 
still stored at the sites in Niagara 
Falls or Model City. “We’re check- 
ing that out now.” 

OE officials say they. still are 
ng for ways to. extract Fernald’s @ ium without delaying a govern- 

ment-mandated cleanup schedule of 
radioactive waste at the former ura- 
nium-processing plant. . 

They say the 20 million pounds of 
radioactive waste stored in two silos 
at Fernald contains about 4,500 
grams of radium. That stockpile is 
the world’s largest known cache of 
radium. 

DOE has a contract with The 
Fernald Environmental Restoration 
Management Co. (FERMCO), to 
turn the radioactive wastes into 
glasslike marbles that  can be 
shipped to Nevada and buried. The 
process, known as vitrification, must 
be under way by the end of 1998. ’ 

But medical researcher fear that 
vitrifying the wastes before remov- 
ing the radium may make recovery 
of the element too difficult and cost- 
lY. 

“We are looking at this issue 
very carefully,” Lowe said. “The 
Department of Energy has been, and 
is, very interested in working close- 
ly with the medical community and 
addressing their (nuclear) needs.” 

The DOE maintains no listing of 
sites where radium exists, Lowe 
said. “Until now there really hasn’t 
been ‘any need, medical or other- 
wise, to keep such a list. But now 
there is an obvious need to find out 
where radium can be found besides 
Fernald. We may find Fernald is the 
only place. Right now, I just don’t] 
have that answer. We’re just peeling 
back layer by layer to see what’s out 
there.” 

Dr. Darrell Fisher of the Battelle 
Pacific Northwest Laboratories in 
Richland, Wash., considered one of 
the world’s preeminent medical 
physicists, is leading the fight to 
save Fernald‘s radium. 

“I believe the Department of En- 
ergy has now realized the vital need 
the medical community has in secur- 
ing this radium,” Fisher said. “The 
very simple truth is that without 
Fernald‘s radium, current and future 
cancer patients may die needlessly. 

“From the nuclear extraction ex- 
perts I have talked to, I believe we 
can remove Fernald‘s radium with- 
out delaying their cleanup sched- 
ule,” Fisher said. “We do not want 
to delay their work. That’s impor- 
tant for the public to know, because 
we understand the importance of 
getting that radioactive material 
cleaned up and disposed of.” 

Medical researchers say their 
concern over losing Fernald’s radi- 
um has intensified because of recent 
cancer research breakthroughs by 
Dr. David Scheinberg of Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in 
New York City involving the use of 
antibodies and a radium-based iso- 
tope to kill myeloid leukemia. Hu- 
man tests of the process are to 
begin this fall. 

Fisher said that if Scheinberg’s 
human experiments are successful, 
“without Fernald, there is not 
enough radium in the world to treat 
a large number of cancer patients.” 



Dayton Daily News 
Dayton, OH 
(S=230,000, D=l80,000) 

MONDAY, AUGUST 2S, 1995 : 
-. i .- - . 

.Experts say get radium first 
Speed of Fernald 
cleanup debated 

CINCINNATI (AP) - The 
medically priceless radium from 
nuclear wastes at the Fernald 

, uranium-processing plant could 
possibly be extracted without 
slowing down cleanup at the site, 
The Cincinnati Enquirer re- 
ported Sunday. 

Fernald’s radium has become a 
hot topic since the newspaper 
reported that it could be the key 
ingredient in some types of can- 
cer, including leukemia. 

Researchers want to extract 
the plant’s radium, the largest 
known cache of the substance in 
the world, before the wastes are 
“vitrified,” a process that turns it 
into glass-like pellets that can be 
safely buried. 

Officials at the Department of 
Energy and Fernald Environmen- 
tal Restoration Management Co., 
the contractor cleaning up the 
site, oppose anything that might 

. 

‘ *  delay the cleanup. The company after it has been vitrified.” 
wants the scientists to  extract The major flaw in FERMCO’S 
the radium from the vitrified and the DOE’S post-vitrification 
material. removal proposal is that there is 
Dr. Manoranjan Misra, a chem- no process for removing radium 

ical engineer at the University of from vitrified material since it has 
Nevada-Reno never been done 
and an interna- before, Misra’ 
tional expert in ‘It is less expensive to said. 
nuclear waste “I’m not say:. 
extraction, rec- remove the radium from kg it is impossc: 
ommended a its current date with this ble, but it could 
process he says r e a l i s t i c a l l y  
will skim the process than after it has take vearS 
radium, out of been vitrified.’ . milliok of dol: 
the wgstes. lars’to do treat-: 

“Acted upon . Dr. Manoranjan Misra, ability studies: 
quickly,  i t ’ s  chemical engineer . .  a n d  .o ther ; . :  
possible t h a t  r e s e a r c h  t o ;  
this process may not even delay ensure that it works,” he said. 
the cleanup schedule. This Misra’s proposal is also sup; 
radium-separation process could ported by Dr. Craig Timmerman; 
be set up to be an intermediary a scientist and manager.of engi- 
step to the vitrification,” Misra , neering and technology a t  
said. Geosafe Corp., in Richland, Wash. 

‘‘The’ process I am suggesting . Timmerman is one of.the scien- 
has already proven successful,” tists who first helped create the 
Misra said. “It is less expensive to vitrification process at Battelle 
remove the radium from its cur- Pacific Northwest Laboratories in 
.rent state with this process than the 1970s. 
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#eased into the .' : 

vironment in 
ayton than in any 

other Miami Valley 
city. After all, 
Dayton has the 

-:most businesses. I 

What is surprising ' 

'7s that Eaton comes 
in second, with four .. 

' faci i it i es re I e as i ng ' . 

274,828'pounds of 
:carcinogens - more . :: 
(than eight times . i 
.what third-place ! 

;Springboro \ 
:released. Check . j  

'-the map below to 
'see tiow local 
:: m u n ici pa I it i e s fa re. 
;These 1993 
-.numbers come 
.from the Ohio 

, 

nvironmental 
otect i o n Agency. 

Other big Ohio cities 

K Canton 
L Akron 
M Toledo 



CARCINOGENIC TOXINS 7 Yellow SprinPs 13,347 1 
RELEASED IN THE MIAMI VALLEY Troy 12,655 3 

10 Mason 5,550 2 
City released facilities 11 Greenville 4,860 4 

12 West Alexandria 2,400 2 
326,569 17 13 Piqua 2,090 1 

2 Eaton 274,828 4 14 Tipp City 1,110 1 
3 Springboro 33,385 1 15 Miamisburg 750 1 

- 4 Kettering 25,049 2 16 Moraine 750 2 
5 Lebanon 14,662 2 17 Xenia 747 4 

, 6 Springfield 14,372 8 18 Lewisburg 260 3 

1 10,796 9 Brookville 

Toxins ' No. of 

1 1 Dayton 
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Mound gets another one 
Companv to develor, lasers for manufacturing 

I J I 

By Timothy R. Gaffney 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

efense conversion efforts at the 
Mound nuclear weapons plant in 
Miamisburgme about t o  sprout 

. another new business. 
The Mound Laser and Photonics 

Center Inc. will officially open on Oct. 1 with a 
project t o  develop a way to  use lasers to  drill 
holes in electronic circuit boards. 

Company PresidentLarry Dosser said it will 
set the tone of the company’s business -using 
advanced laser and optical technology to  
improve manufacturing methods. 

MLPC will kick off its business in a three-way 
partnership with a laser-industry marketNg firm, 
Laser Fare Inc., of Narragansett, R.II, and ’ , 

T.I.M.E. Inc., a Mound-based organization aimed % 

a t  making the United States’ printed circuit 
board industry more competitive in the global. 
marketplace. 

to  craft technology developed for the Cold War 
into commercial business a t  the Department of 
Energy plant. Their aim is to  create new.careers 
as their weapons work winds down, as well as  t o  
preserve Mound’s world-class technology base. 

Most of the work left for the plant operator, 
EG&G Mound Applied Technologies Inc., is 
environmental cleanup. 

The laser business is just budding. Dosser, ’ 

who plans to  retire from EG&G by Oct. 1, said 
he will be one of three former Mound employees 
who WLU work full time for the business. Four 
part-timers will increase their work as the. busi- 
ness grows. 

Set up hasn’t been.easy, Dosser s a d .  
“It takes that long to develop the network’’ of 

industrial contacts, he said. “Obviously, we’re 
doing this nights, weekends and vacations.” 

The first project will be for T.I.M.E., an acro- 
nym for Technology Institute for Manufacturing 
Electronics. It was created as a not-fmprofit 
technology development organization by Circuit 
Center Inc., a local printed circuit board manu- 
facturer. 

Michael Ke,m, Circuit Center’s environmental 
safety manager, said the laser technique would 
replace mechanical dnlhng, saving money and 
reducing waste. . 

. 
. .  . .  

D 

Dosser is one of many Mound employees trying 

.. 

Help groups 
form umbrella 
By Timothy R. Gaffney 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

The heads of seven regional assistance 
organizations say they will try to eliminate 
the confusion that has resulted from the 
proliferation of centers and networks 
aimed at  helping local manufacturers. 

Manufacturers looking for financial or 
technical help face a bewildering array of 
acronyms - DAGSI, EMTEC, MVMEC, 
and so on - many of which offer similar- 
sounding services. 

The first step - creating yet another 
organization - may raise eyebrows. But 
David Ponitz, president of Sinclair Commu- 
nity College and one of the drivers behind 
the effort, said the idea is to  “make sure all 
those alphabet soups sit down and work 
together‘. . . and make sure you get the big- 
gest bang for the buck.” 
- That’sbecoming more important as’ Ohio 
commits more money to  the organization, 
Ponitz said Wednesday. The heads of the 
organizations are to announce m o n s  of 
dollars in new funding today. 

Here are the organizations: 
AIM (Advanced Integrated Manufactur- 

ing) Center; DAGSI (Dayton Area Gradu- 
ate Studies Institute;) EMTEC (Edison 
Materials Technology Center;) MVMEC 
(Miami Valley Manufacturing Extension 
Center;) NCIC (National Center for Indus- 
trial Competitiveness;) SAM - SBDC 
(Southern Area Manufacturing - Small 
Business Development Center,) and WTN 
(Wright Technology Network.) 

The heads of those organizations are cre- 
ating a coordinating body called the South- 
west Ohio Regional’Technology Network. 

It isn’t clear yet whether it will be 
identllied by acronym. 



yiamisburg: Larry Dosser, president of Mound Laser and Photonics, with laser dye that 
once was used to find gas emissions. It now will be used in material processing studies. 
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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT MOUND .-m for Operation of the Glass Meiter Thermal 
Treatmentunit at the U.S. Department of 
Energy's Mound Plant, Miamisburg, Ohio 

l'he U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has prepared an enyironmental assessment (DOE/EA- 
0821) for the proposed operation of the Glass Melter thermal treatment unit ("Glass Melter") at 
DOE'S Mound Plant in Miamisburg, Ohio. The Glass Melter would thermally treat mixed waste 
(hazardous waste contaminated with radioactive constituents, largely tritium, plutonium-238, 
and/or thorium-230), that was generated at the Mound Plant and is now in storage, by stabilizing 
the.waste in glass blocks. Depending upon the radiation level of the waste, the Glass Melter may 
operate for as short a time as one year, but not longer than six years. DO€ considered two onsite 
alternatives to the proposed action and seven offsite alternatives. 

Based on the analysis presented in the environmental assessment, DOE. believes that the 
proposed action does not constitute a major Federal action significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment within the meaning of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969', 42 
U.S.C. 4321 et Therefore, the preparation of an environmental impact statement is not 
required and the DOE is issuing this finding of no significant.impact. 

The Environmental Assessment is available for review at the Mound Public Reading Room, at the 
Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 Central Ave.,.Miamisburg, OH 45342. . . ' 

, 
. .  

Questions can be directed to Jolene Walker, EG&G Community Relations, (513) 865-4140. 

.- 

PUBLIC COMMENT NOTICE 
Area 7 Removal Action 

Mound Plant 
Miamisburg, Ohio 

Beginning Au'gust 14, 1995. arid corit.l~iuitig llirougii September 16, ,1995. 
tlie Department of Energy will acccpt coiiiIiicnts on the .Actlor! Meruoran- 
dun1 for' the &ea 7 Removal Aclioti at llic Mourid Plant in Mlamlsburg, 
Olilo. 

In lhls Action Memorandurn, llie Dci)arl.iiient. of Energy is recomnieiidlng 
I.hc removal of contaiiiltiated soils In a 50 foot by 50 foot area to a dcpllr of 
16 rcct below the ground surface. usiiig otirsitc teiiiporary storage for the 
excavated soil, and off-sllc disposal 111 I.lic future. 

Thc Action Memorandum was sub~iiiltcd lo'llie regulatory agencies in 'July 
of 1995, atid rernedlatioti aclivilics will IxgiIi In July of 1995. In order to 
niaxlmizc use of tills coiist.rriclloii scasoti. i ~ ~ i ~ i i ~  coiiiiiiciits will be Irkor.- 
porated while the reinedialion Is 111 progrcss. 

The public is Irivtted 10 ,review tlie A d i o n  Mctiioraridurll for the Area. 7 Re- 
iiioval Action at the DOE Mound CICI7C1,A I'ubllc Reading Room. Mlartiis- 
bi.trg Senior Adult Canter, 305 ChiIra1 Avc.. Mlanilsburg. Oliio. 

All coinirict~ls regartlliig llic Aclloii Mcirioratiduiit slioiiltl bc cllIcclcd to: 
Jolerie Walker,  
EG&C Corririiioilfy Relaf.foru 

I 

P.O. BOX .7000. OSE-245. 
iI~l~~t1fsburg. OIf 45343-3000 
(5 131 865-4 140 

1 
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irn t 
Wright-Pat, Mound 
could be affected - 
By Tom Price 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 

WASHINGTON - The Miami Valley has 
huge stakes in eight military related bills that 
Congress is scheduled to complete work on this 

onth. 
The region’s leaders have their usual interest 

next year’s defense spending levels. But 
ey’re even more concerned about policy pro- 

osals that could have profound effects onthe 
iong-term future of Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base and the attempts-to redevelop the Moiln’d‘ 
nuclear weapons plant. 
. . Most of,the concern stems from the .defense 
authorization bill that passed the House in 
June and which must be reconciled’later ths 
month with a differingversion that is scheduled 
for Senate floor action today. 
’ The House bill contains some provisions that 
could reduce employment at Wright-Patterson 

numerous studies that could lead to even 
greater changes at Wright-Pat and in the man- 
agement of the Mound cleanup. 

“There is an unusually large number of stud- 
ies in the House authorization bill that have the 
potential of enormous effect in the Dayton 
area,” said Michael Gessel, who handles mili-, 
tary issues for Rep. Tony Hall, D-Dayton. .“I 
can’t recall having seen other bills that have so 
many studies.” 

On the positive side for the Miami Valley’s 
. economy, the House authorization bill cont -. s 
language that probably would qualify M o g d  

he defense appropriations bill includes p l  - 

tatus as a center of aviation and c o m p e r  
technology. Congress seems likely to apprljve 
$18.5 million in construction projects 
Pat..And there are no threats t o  r 
weapons programs managed at the 

L 

‘and slow cleanup at Mound, which 
closed as a federal facility. The bill 

accelerated cleanup. The House version,of 

that could advance the Dayton ay t , ‘s 

All of the bills would increase defense spend- 
ing above Clinton’s request. 

But House Republicans, in particular, want 
to shift spending away from programs designed 
to help communities recover from the closings 
of facilities.such as Mound and Kettering’s 
Gentile Air Force Station. They want to elimi- 
nate the Energy Department,. Mound’s .parent. . _. . __.. ~ - ._I___ - . . . 
agency. And they want to make major cuts in 

. 

SEE BILLS/PB 

0 Bills 

$&e House:. Nation 
Committee. took sp 

Eit’it called “the 
cquisition.work force,” which 
u d e s  m o s t  W r i g h t f P a t -  

::The House-passed defense 
duthorization bill would eliminate 
30,000 acquisition jobs next year. 
dver the next four years, it would 
$ake a 25 percent cut in the  
qcquisition work force, .which 
numbers more than 400,000 
Gmployees in laboratories, logis- 
tjss- centers, program manage- 
ment offices and other operations 
ifivolved with developing, build- 
ifig .and maintaining military 
equipment. 
::A. Hall-sponsored provision in 

.. the bill would require accelerated 
e nuclear weapons 

dmployees. . .  

that quicker cleanups could be 

The House’s defense- appropri-. 
ations.bill contains a$100 million 
increase in funding for the Joint 
Logistics, Systems Center, .  a 
major computer operation a t .  

I Wright-Pat. It also would order a 
study to pick a permanent loca- 
tion for the Joint Advanced Strike 
Technology program, a Navy-Air 
Force aircraft development pro- 
gram temporarily located in- sub- 
urban Washington. Both provi- 
sions were inserted by Springfield 
Republican Dave Hobson. 

Ron Wine, vice president of the 

’..financed. . 

Miami Valley Economic Develop- 
ment Coalition, said the $100 mil- 
lion would be “very important to 
providing some stability and con- 
tinuity” to the computer center. 
He s a i d  a r e a  l e a d e r s  a r e  
“concerned a b o u t  Wright- 
Patterson not playing a leader- 
ship role in the JAST program,” 
which is to develop 21st century 
replacements for the Air Force’s 
F-16 as well as for Navy and 
Marine Corps aircraft. 

The bill calls for the study to 
consider competing locations’ 
“in-place acquisition work force, 
laboratories and technology 
infrastructure” - a requirement 
that Wine said should benefit 
Wright-Pat. 

The defense authorization act 
sets military policy and spending 
levels. Three appropriations acts 
- defense, military construction 
and energy - release the money 
to be spent. 

The House h a s  passed a 
defense appropriations bill, 
the Senate is scheduled to 
up its version after it passes the 
authorization bill. Each chamber 
has passed its own version of the 
other appropriations bills. 

Conference ’ committees will 

chamber for Enal action. 
Both chambers have to agree to 

a piece of legislation before it can 
go to the president. Override of a 
presidential veto requires a two- 
thirds majority in each chamber. 

The 1996 fiscal year begins Oct. 
1. If the appropriations bills don’t 
become law by then, Congress 
must pass temporary measures or 
face shutdown of unfunded gov- 
ernment activities. 
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ew Burg pool won‘t bel 
ady for next summer 

by STEVE-SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

Miamisburg’s new pool won’t 
be finished for the next summer 
season as hoped, but plans are 
going forward to build the new 
pool, according to Rebecca 

- Benna, director of the  city’s 
parks and recreation department. 

“We’re almost done with the 
conceptual design,” she said. 
“But  we won’t be able to start 
construction u n t i l  t he  DOE 
(Department of Energy) con- 
firms u s  getting the money 
we’ve been promised.” 

The  U.S. Department of 
Energy has committed $4.6 mil- 
lion for the construction of a 

new pool and park as the site of 
the present pool and Community 

_- Park ~ will be unavailable for use 
due to environmental cleanup 
efforts as a result of the decom- 
missioning of the Mound Plant. 

The city has conceptual 
designs for the 41-acre park to 
be located at the new park prop- 
erty on Heincke and Maue 
Roads. 

BENNA SAID cqn,s.tr.uction 
.. cannot begin’until after the DOE 

receives its 1996 budget after 
Oct. 1. 

“Once funding is assured, we 
can go out for. bids on the pro- 
ject,” she said. “I would be sur- 
prised if we can get the new 

’pool built in time for next sum- 
mer.” 

The city is hoping that final 
designs will be finished by the 
end of September. Once con- 
struction begins, i t  will take 
ahout 36 weeks. 

Benna said the old community 
pool will be open “at least half, 
if not all of next summer.” 

But, the new pool will be 
woflh the wait, she said. 

“It’s going to be a multi-use 
facility that can accommodate a 
lot of different activities at one 
time,” said Benna. “It’s designed 
for a whole community purpose. 

“It’s really exciting,” she said. 
“It’s going to be something 
everyone can enjoy.” 

Area 7 Removal Action 
Mound Plant 

Miamisburg, Ohio 
13cginiilng August 14, 1995. aiid C O l i ~ i l i l J i l i g  through SCpteriibCr 16. 1’9%. 
tlie Departiiieiit of Energy will wccpt  (:oiiiiiiciits on Ilic ACIIOII Mehoran- 
dum for the Arca 7 R ~ I I I O V ~  Aclloii a1 llic MOUIICI Plant 111 Mlanilsburg, 
Ohlo. 

In ltils Actlon Memorandum. tile DeparLiiiciit of Energy is recommending 
the renioval of contarnlnated sdls 111 a 50 fool by 50 foot area to a depth of 
16 feet. below the grouiicl surface. using oiirsitc tciiiporary storage for the 
cxcavalcci soil. and off-slle disposal i i i  1.lic luturc. 

T1ic Action Metnorandurn was subniil.lcd l o  Clic rcgulatory agcncics in July 
or 1995. and remediation aclivil.ics will begiii i r i  J u l y  of 1995. In order to 
inaxinitze use of this constl-rictioii seasoii. pubiie cutnriicnts will bc incor- 
porated while the rerncdlatlori is 111 progress. 

Tlie public. Is liivlted to review’llic Aclloi i  Mcinnrandniii fur llie Area, 7 Re- 
r~ioval  Action at the DOE Mound CERCIA Pul~llc I7cadlng Rocin. hllaiiils- 
I ~ u r g  Sciilor Adult Conlcr. 305 Cciil ral Avc.. Mlaiiilslmrg. Ohlo. 

All cotniiicnls I-cgnrdlng l l i t  Aclloi i  hlciiioraiicluiii .sIioiilc! I J C  dlrcclctl lo: 
Jolcrie Wrillwr 
.EC&.G C ~ ~ ~ ~ i r ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ l l y  RcfdlulIs 
f.0. C 3 t ~  3000. OSE-2.15, 
/bfftll~l~.’?btll:g, OII 45343-3000 
15 13) 865-4 140 
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eds explore civil sources 
r A-weapons’ tritium-. - - - 

- _  

8 

: 

,Move would merge 
defense, civilian 
programs 
By H. Josef Hebee 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WASHINGTON - Despite a 
longtime policy of keeping 
defense and civilian nuclear pro- 
grams separate,  the  Energy 
Depatment is. considering using 
a civilian reactor to produce an 
essential radioactive gas for 
nuclear weapons. 

-The department has asked for 
public views on whether it should 
use a commercial electricity- 
producing reactor as a future 
source of tritium, a key compo- 
-nent of nuclear warheads, and has 
.discussed the idea with some 
:utility industry officials. ’ ’ 

Other options, both far more 
‘expensive, are to either’build a 
:government reactor  or use 
another technology called a linear 
‘particle accelerator to produce 
.the radioactive gas. Because the 
gas decays relatively quickly - 5.5 
percent a year - current stock- 
.piles are expected to be depleted 
by 2011. 

Energy S e c r e t a r y  H a z e l  
O’Leary is expected to select a 
future tritium source in Novem- 
.her: A decision expected this 
summer was delayed, in part 

:because of discussions about 
using . a  civilian, facility, nuclear 
experts said. 

..Tritium,- .a radioactive. .isotope . j  

.of ,‘hydrogen’ that &creases ,:the: 
explosive power .of wehe,ads;?ias:. 
not been produced since’ the late 
1980s; Tritium from dismantled 
warheads. will meet needs for 
another 16 years, .nuclear experts . 
have estimated. . 1 .  

But O’Leary has been under 
pressure f rom t h e  -Defense 
Department and from. some 
members of C.ongress to move 
aggressively. to assure a new tri-. 
tium source as soon as possible. 

Earlier this year O’Leary’s 
advisers reportedly were leaning 
toward the accelerator technol- 
ogy being developed by scientists 
at the Los Alamos National Lab- 
oratory. Its cost is\ nearly $3 
billion and still unproven. A new 
reactor also would cost billions of 
dollars. 

With the prospect of severe 
budget cuts, cost savings make. 
the use of an existing civilian 
reactor more attractive. Recently 
the department said buying a 
civilian reactor or using one to 
produce tritium “should be 
t r e a t e d  a s  r e a s o n a b l e  
alternatives.” 

Use of a commercial reactor 
would raise no added safety con- 
cerns, nuclear experts said. Tri- 
tium is produced by bombarding 
lithium with neutrons generated 
in a reactor. The process would 
not interfere in a reactor continu- 
ing to generate power for com- 
mercial electricity, the experts 
added. 

Tritium was produced for years 
at government reactors at the 
Savannah River nuclear weapons 
complex near Aiken, S.C., but 
those units were shut down in the 
late 1980s because of safety con- 
cerns about their general opera- 
tion. 

Critics argue, however, that 
breaking the longstanding wall 
between defense and civilian 
nuclear programs could harm 
U.S. credibility in trying to stem 
global nuclear proliferation. In 
many such cases nations have I 

been accused of hiding military 
intentions behind civilian nuclear 8 

programs. 
“It makes it difficult to dictate 

to (other) countries if (U.S. offi- 
cials) blur the (civilian-defense) 
distinction themselves,” said Dan 
Honer of the Nuclear Control 
Institute, a private nonprolifera- 
tion watchdog group. He said the 
DOE proposal appeared “very 
troubling” although the group 
planned to examine it further. 

One possibility that has been 
discussed is to use one of two : 
reactors at the Vogtle nuclear 
power plant near Augusta, Ga., 
just across the Savannah River 
from a federal weapons complex 
that is due to lose hundreds of 
jobs. 

\ 
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i PUBLIC COMMENT NOTICE 
MOUND 

Area 7 Removal Action 
Mound Plant 

Miamisburg, Ohio 
Beginning August 14, 1995. and  corillt~uirig through September 16. 1995. 
tlic Departirient of Energy will arccpt cotiitiiciits on the Action Memoran- 
dun1 lor the Area 7 Reiiioval Aclioti a1 llic Mound Plant in Mianilsburg, 
011i0. 
In this Actlon Memorandum, tlie Departmen I of Energy is reconiinending 
the removal of contamitlaled soils in a 50 fool by 50 foot area to a depth of 
16 fcet below the ground surface. usiiig oil-sitc teiiiporary storage for the 
excavaled soil, and off-site disposal in thc ruturc. 
The Action Memorandum was sub!iillted lo  tlie regulatory agencies in July 
of 1995, and remediation activities wlll begin In July of 1995. In order to 
tiiaxlmize use of this construclion season, publlc comments wlll be Incor- 
porated while the reriiedlatlori Is in progress. 
The publlc Is invited 10 review thc Aclion Memorandurn for the Area.7 Re- 
Inoval Action at the DOE Mound CEIICLA Public Readlng Rooni. Miamls- 
burg Senior Adult Center, 305 Cciil ral Avc.. Mlainlsburg. Ohlo. 

A11 cornrnenls rcgarcllng llic Aclioii Mcirioi anduni slioc~ltl be dlrectcd lo: 

' 

Jolene Walker 
EGR1.G CoiiinitmlLy Relalbrts 

Miarnkbug. OIf 45343-3000 
P.O. BOX .3000, OSE-245. 

(513) 865-4140 

MOUND Mound Action 
n Committee Weeting 

I 

Thursday, 
September 21, 1995 . 

7:OO p.m. 
Miamisburg Civic Center 

Community Room 
10 N. First Street 

Miamisburg, Ohio 45342 . 

Members of the public are invited to attend. 
Questions can be directed to EG&G Community Relations at (513) 865-4140. 

. .. . 

urg homecoming parade route to begin at Mound' 
of the Miamisburg 1995 Homecoming Parade will meet on Friday, Oct. 6 at 4:45 p.m. in the parking.lot at EG&G 

Mound t o  prepare for the walk to Harmon Field. 
Tie parade will begin at 5:30 p.m. with marchers walking down Mound Avenue to Fifth Street, acrcss to Linden Avenue 
and up to: Harmon Field. 

-. - -- . - . - - .  
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PHOTO BY STEVE SANDLIN 

&AMISBURG MAYOR’ Dick Church Jr. congratulates Jessica Flynn on her new 
e a n i i s b u r g  cit&cnship as h’er . , foreign-exchange -.. sponsors Jeff and Vonda Marr look on. 

I . I  

lynn now 
citizen of 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

Jessica Flynn’s recent life is 
like a “Tale of Two Cities.” She , 

is, of course:a citizen of her 
hometown of Owen Sound, 
Canada, but now she is also a i 
citizen of IMianiisburg. 

Flynn’ was given honorary citi- 
zenship by Miamisburg Mayor 1 
Di Church JL at the city 
c c l ) l  meeting on September 

Jeff and Vonda Man; co-owners: 
of Star City Cleaners, who are 
sponsoring her  as an exchange , 

student to Miamisburg High 

is in  town hving with 

Schoo1:Flynn is attending MHS. Department of Energy is finally 
as a sophomore and, in addition . giving the city the proniised $10 
to her studies, she is playing on million grant for the Mound . .. 

the girls’ soccer team. plant’s ebonomic development: 
She became interested in 

becoming an exchange student 8 

when the Viking girls soccer. 
team traveled to Owen Sound, 
kiiamisburg’s sister city, to play’ 
a.few .games this past scmmer. 

Mimiisburg School Board had 
to pass an emergency ordinance 
allowing Flynn as an exchange 
student. ‘:In!April, .we resubmitted it 

To’accompiish this, .the 

:, 
’ :  

and now, aftercl.1 months of 
‘‘IT DEFINITELY was one p ,,ae.finally get- 

of the fastest exchange -- p 
grams ever,” ?did ‘Ch 

Flynn is,very hap 
herei s ’ n  said after 
coined’by Church. !. .’:. .professional services concern- 
“I am really impressed.with ’ . 

the community, the girls on’ the . .  
soccer team and’the schop! SYS- 

tem,” she said. “I’m . having .. . .  3.  .: , 

In other business, the city 
council learned that the U.S. 

. .  

ing the design and construction’ 
‘of . the Fanii]y Aquatic Center 
and new parkdevelopment;. ... . .. 

Passed ail’ ordinance to agree 
with t h e  Historic Miamisburg 
Community Partnership for the 

’ great time.” 

purpose of restoring, promoting 
and preserikg the historic 
Miamisburg area. 

the police department to con- 
tract with Detroit Armor 
Corporation to renovate the 
department’s shooting range at a 
cost of $1 8,499. 

Passed an brdinance to allow 
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MOUND Mound Action 
n Committee Meeting 

Thursday, 
September 21, 1995 

7:OO p.m. 
Miamisburg Civic Center 

Community Room 
10 N. First Street 

Miamisburg, Ohio 45342 

Members of the public are invited to attend. 
. .  

Quest ions c a n  b e  directed to EG&G Community Relations at (513) 865-4140. 
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City records The Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry keeps a ' Site 

74 
database of all.hazardous waste * 

211 
sites in the country. Nine of 
those sites are in the Miami 

. . *  : Davton 34 
170 ,. 

Valley, and more than 850 
. incidents of contaminant ' . 

:there as of June. Here is.a list' 93 
37 

. . . ._ '., Miamisbut*$. . . . 9  . : breakdown of what was released 
at Wright-Patterson Air Force .. . . ' .  . 
Base, which had the most H Wright-Patterson AFB , . Fairborn 218. 
contaminant records. 

Arcan um A Arcanum lion ~ S r  'Metal Co. 
B Miami Countv.Incinerator. -.. Trov 

' .  C North Sanitarv Landfill. 
:-.. '.D&jton exposure have been reported. . D Poweli Road"Candfil1 I: .. : 

O f  those Sites, as Well as a . . .  F United S c r a D  'Lkad CG. ,inc. .'.::; ,.T& .. . 

E Sanitarv Landfill Co;. . .  ... . , 'Davton'. '. . . .  . ,  
- . .  .> , : ' 

u.s. DOE Mo'hid - 

WHAT CONTAMINANTS WERE 
FOUND AT WRIGHT-PATTERSON 
Carcinogens marked with H 
Non-carcinogens marked with 

Chemlcal Number of locations 

l.l,l-Trichloroethane 4 
1,l- Dic h lo roe thane 2 
1,2-Dichloropropane 2 

H 1,4-Dichlorobenzene 2 
2,3,7 ,&Tetrac hlorodi benzo-pdioxin 2 
2-Butanone 2 
2-Methylnaphthalene 2 
Alpha Radiation 2 
Aluminum 3 
Anthracene 2 
Antimony 2 

0 Arsenic 6 
W Barium 5 
E Benzene 2 

Benzo(A)anthracene 3 
Benzo(A)Pyrene . 4 
Benzo(6)fluoranthene 3 
Benzo(GH1)Perylene 2 
Benzo( K)Fluoranthene 3 

H Beryllium 3 
Boron 2 

W Cadmium 3 
Calcium 3 
Carbon Disulfide 3 
Chloride 3 
Chlorobenzene- 2 

H Chromium 4 t Chrysene 2 

Copper 
Cyanide 

H Di(2-ethylhexy1)phthalate 
Di-N-Butyl Phthalate 
Ethyl Benzene 
Fluoranthene 
Fluoride 
lndeno (1,2,3-CD) Pyrene 
Iron 

H Lead 
Magnesium 
Manganese 
Mercury, Metallic 
Mineral-based crankcase oil 
Molybdenum 
N-Nitrosodiphenylamine 
Naphthalene 

W Nickel 
Nitrate 
Phenanthrene 
Phenol 
Potassium 
Pyrene 
Selenium 
Silicon 
Sodium 
Sulfate 

H Tetrachloroethylene* 4 
Tetraethyl Lead 2 
Toluene 4 
Total Xylenes 4 
Trichlorofluoromethane 2 
Vandium 3 
Zinc 5 

. Note: those notations are taken from a list of 
carcinogens kept by the federal government. Those 
substances that are not marked wlth a * or a @I 

did not appear on that list. That does not mean 
they are necessarily harmless. Cyanide, for example, 
can be poisonous. 
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Trustees appoint water ,district. beard 
by STEVE SANDLIN 

Assistant Editor 
. ....- ~ The Miami Tow-nship Trustees appointed a.board 

of trustees for  the newly formed Crain’s Run 
Watzr and Sewer-district at a special meeting on 
Sept. io. -: 

The new board includes Dusty Roads of 10600 
Dayton-Cincinnati Pike frir a three year term, Paul 
Reiss of 4545 Crain’s Run Road for a two year 
term,  Valerie Reitel- o f  1 .01  1s .Miamisburg- 
Springboro Road for a two year term and Roland 
J.  Foster of 5167 Shephard Road for a one .year 
term. (Continued on Piige 9) 

.Trustee Berman Layer said the folk were select- 
ed because “they are all very capable people and 
they bring a good overview 3f the area.” . :. .. 

. Layer said the board will have a very busy time 
of it in the coming months,. . .  setting up the district 
and getting. the ball rolling to .provide water and 
sewer services to the area. 

“They have a lot.of work to do a d a r e  assuming 
a lot of responsibility,” he said. “They have to get 
a n  engineer on board, seek legal advice, borrow 
money or seek grants, make a lot cf decisions and 
get a lot of public input.“ 

a. 
. .. . 

. . .  . 

Water district... 
(Continued from Page 1) tainly cont inue to work with 

The new water and sewer dis- them on the district,” said Layer. 
trict board will not be going it “But  the  ul t imate  dec is ions  
alone, however. “We will  cer-  about the district will be theirs.” 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

In what was described as a his- 
toric event, the Miamisburg City 
Council passed an ordinance at 
their Sept. 19 meeting granting 
easements to the United States 
government to allow the U.S. 
Department of Energy to com- 
plete  their  canal remediation 
project. 

The DOE will be cleaning up 
the canal in Community Park as 
part of the clean up efforts at the 
Mound plant. 

“This may be the first time that 
a local government has given 
such an easement to the federal 

said Mayor Dick 
ch Jr. 
h is  ord inance  will  have 

1 o ng- t e rm pos i t  i ve bene f i t s to 

the city,” said .Law Director  
Williams. Forbes. “It is historic, 
meaningful legislation.” 

Also.as part of the ordinance, 
the city manger is authorized tc 
enter into grant agreements with 
the DOE for the relocation and 
reestablishment of park facili- 
ties. The city will receive grant 
funds from the DOE to build ;! 

new community swimming poo! 
and park adjacent to the city’s 
present Sycamore Trails Park. 

In re la ted business ,  Mike 
Grauwelman, president of the 
Miamisburg Mound Commanit! 
Improve  m e’n t C 0 rp 0 r;L t i 0 i: 
(MMCIC) ,  asked the city t o  
approve  the appl icat ion for 
$125,000, i n  Montgorneq ,  
County ED/GE funds for facility 

(Continued on Page 14) 

Easemen too. 
(Continued from Page 1) 

and site improvements to the 
Mound’s  C O S  bui lding that  
would help bring in a major new 
employer to the facility. 

Grauwelman said a foreign 
business, that he did not name, 
has signed a letter of intent,  
pending some other issues, to 
locate in the Mound facility, 
bringing 125 new jobs and $8 
million in  sales during it’s first 
two years in operation. 

“This business IS an e ~ c e l l ~ : ~ !  
match to the technologies :.. 2 
have and i t  will compete in c? 

foreign market,” he said “The.2 
new j o b s  will  be new t~ tile 
region and not transplixs.“ 

T h e  MMCIC will  cDmm!: 
$146,000 to the site improve- 
ments  with the bn!3nce o f  
$125,000 to be supplizd From 
the ED/GE p r o g r a m ’ s  
0 p po r t u n i t  y Fund . C o L: n c“ I ! 
approved the ordinance 



I z 
M 4 

f 

I QC 
0 



I l i  i 



-. . -  . -  . . . .  - ~. .. 

. . .  

LO 

. -  



I'--- .. . . . 

... 



e .  

dnwaavs m naal Guwrsey Cam- 
ty. M g e  pondsm Ima a research 
buiMmgstthe(;9evelandclmIcand 
a f i r y  on W. Town Street m 
cahrmhrp 

O h m h a s d d r s d l o a c t m e ~  
oikxnbed m mnaete m Hqq paed 
atthe-pkntmOAlelandand 
turd u1 a 6e!d north of Lane Ave- 
nue m Gdumtn~~ 

Inhopnecasesdmrypeople  
have unknmngly been exposed 

whether their health problems, 
l a n g m g ~ c h i l d h o a i ~ t o  
Lhvmd * rmght be the Ip 
suk But to date. state and federal 
offiaals have not ackmwkdged a 

* S t h e  contammtmn levels 
ORenaresoloarthatafiiaalSmntwd 
h€alth pmblens are lmllkely. 5Qm- 
ms my any enpaane to mlhtmn 
pcsg at least a sllgt cha~~ce of 
grave health problems. includmg 
cancer. bnth d e f a  and arppressed 
un-svstam* 

Unlike mgses at the bgweap 
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WS garage in Panaa Fed- 
oal &&& might m o v e  Ed and 
Sue Malernee’s yard and Mary 
McMaster’s ~ v e w a y  in Guernsey 
h t y .  In 1987 the Air Force dug 
up part of a Boy Scout camp at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
near Dayton. 

Those places wm contaminat- 
e d w i t h l a d i ~ m a t e r i a l b e o l u s e  
federal authorities stopped paying 
attention long enough for it to get 
casually moved about - and into 
private residents’ lives. 

“Nobdy is minding the ship,” 
said Chris ”repal, executive director 
of the Earth Day coalition in Cleve- 
land, a municipally funded environ- 
mental group active in many of the 
cases V h o  let those materials es- 
cape? The regulatars are not regu- 
latang. They’re not following these 
mataials from cradle to grave.” 

At least they weren’t until re- 
cently. The Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission and the Department of 
Energy, which ovetsee private and 
military nuclear material, respec- 
tively, have begun tightening rules 
and wevalualang old cases. 

It  is largely through that proc- 
ess that many of today‘s most glar- 
ing accidents are being discove2.ed. 

“It happened in the first place 
because there was less stringent 
mguhbon,’’ said Michael F. Weber, 
who ovepseg the Nuclear Regulab 
ry Commission’s problem cleanups. 

Newiy enacted rules require 
businesses to keep better track of 
their waste For the first time, com- 
panies are b e q  required to prove 
up h n t  that they have money for 
proper cleanups. Also, companies 
must pass an inspection before being 
released from federal control, with 
criteria stjll being developed by the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 

Before it can enforce new rules, 
though, the commission must mew 
more than 28,OOO places nationally 
that were retiFed under old rules 

The Energy Department began 
focusing on cleaning up old sites in 
1989, though it spent nearly five 

dong studes, sud Dave h o n .  pro- 
gram information coordinator for 
the department’s environmeritcl 
management division. 

James M. Owendoff, the depart- 
ment’s acting deputy assistant sem- 
tary for environmental rt?&ration, 
said he does not expect m y  more 

q u l d n ’ t  say it is out there 
and werything has gone willy-niUy. 
We know where the locations an?,’’ 
Owendoff said. “The determination 
has to be who has the lpsponsibillty 
for cleaning those up. We have to be 
responsible to the taxpayen’’ 

In Vitale’s case, the department 

Y ” s  UP, inv-g and 

“It’s a dune,” V i  said. “If 
they would have said anythzng when 
they found the problem, instead of 
waitang,, the dirt.would have never 
gotten here” 

That was not the case with the 
Ekeys. No one in government had 
reason to believe their oxford house 
was contaminated until recently. 

The Elzeys had lived there eight 
years All was well until the Energy 
Department called in 1993 and said 
there mght be a problem lefk over 
from the 1950s “1 was angry from 
the word go,” Mr. Elzey said. 

The d e m e n t  confirmed last 
year that there ~a.s uranium dust in 
the Elzeys’ home Besides the bed- 
room and recreation mom floors, 
workers tore out parts of the back 
staircase, the u.alls and floor mund 
the kplace, the driveway and the 
yard. 

Workers found an alcove hidden 
under the stairs, which someone 
boarded up many years ago. Inside 
they found more uranium dust 

They also found comic books 
and toys 

Bill Albaugh, 49. remembem it 
well. The comic books and toys  we^ 
his and his sister’s. He also suggest- 
ed the Energy Department dig in 
the yard, where they uncovered a 7- 
inch-long uranium pellet 

“I grew up with it,” said Al- 
baugh, who now lives just amas the 
state line in Batesville, Ind. 

His father, Eugene Albaugh, 
owned the Alba Craft machine shop 
a block away, which drilled holes in 
uranium pellets for weapons for nu- 
clear submarines fmm 1952-57. 

Albaugh said his father had 
strict rules requiring workers to 
leave their boots and glows at the 
plant when they left, but the ruis 
did not apply to management A- 
baugh said his father and visitors 
would use his home for breaks and to 
conduct business. “They’d just walk 
over to the house.” And that tracked 
intheuraniumdust 

He said the uranium pellet like- 
ly was left Over h m  the very begin- 
ning of the operation, when his fa- 
ther was doing tests to convince the 
Atomic Energy Commission his shop 
codd do the work Once Albaugh got 
+ - n : w L  the government re- 

. .nt (3- ;111 of the 
LL‘;ruLiL 3-1 G,’:.&!low rhac ingot got 
lost in the shutile. Years later, long 
aRer his father died of kidney fail- 
ure, Mm Alhaugh found the ingot in 
a cupboard. 

“My mother didn’t know what to 
do with i t  So we buried it in the back 
yard,” Bill AIbaugh recalled. 

In Guernsey County, at least 17 
people may have unknowingly ac- 
quired radioactive waste in slag that 
they got chm from a metals plant 

- ., .. . .,... 1R. . .  

Fode Mineral’s corporate successo~, 
Cyprus-Foote Mineral of Engle- 
wood, @lo., and the plant’s cufient 
owner, ShieldAlloy Metallurgical of 
New York, both deny that any radio- 
active slag I& the p h t .  But &- 
tion up to 200 times the n o d  level 
has been detected around some 
homes, including the Malernees’ and 
McMastas’. 

The 1987 case of the Boy Scout 
camp at Nhght-Patterson Air Force 
Base was one of the first suggesting 
that the Nuclear Ekgulatory Com- 
mission had trouble keeping hack of 
radioactive waste. 

A Licking County jeweler, John 
C. Haynes, had an NRC license in 
the 1970s to use americium-241, a 
highly toxic man-made ladioactive 
material, to change the color of 
gems. Rather than use a properly 
licensed radioactive waste dump, 
Haynes sent a drum of it to Wright- 
Patterson in 1978. Air Force work- 
ers spilled it in 1986 and contaminat- 
ed the building. Some workers 
washed themselves at a nearby out- 
door spigot - at the Boy Scout cam€ 
- and contaminated the dirt there. 

Boy Scouts later camped there 
before the accident was revealed. 

The NRC blamed the Air Fom 
for accepting unauthorized radioac. 
hve waste and levied a $100,000 fine 
But the commission did not d iz  
the waste was misplaced until a h  
the accident Meanwhile, more than 
140 Boy Scouts took preeautionaq 
radiation tests - all negative - and 
nearly $2 million was spent to clean 
up the camp, the Air Force building 
and Haynes’ laboratory. 

The Lubowiczes also dealt with 
old contamination - spare wood 
that came h m  a Cleve!and plant 

In the early 1970s. Chemetron 
tore down a Cleveland building that 

lyst in the 1960s. 
During demolition. a Cheme- 

tron worker saw a pile of what he 

Hank Novak asked mund and no- 
body minded, so he took some home 
and built a garage. A couple of years 
later, he sold the house and garage 
to the Lubowicz family. 

Nearly 20 years went by. Then 
someone knocked on their door. The 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Au hi t he ,  the L:+9wit7~ 

and other items in the miters. t n  
1991, an NRC inspector wiped some 
dust off the rafters. It was mildly 
ladi&Ve. 

Like the Elzeys and the Vitales, 
the Lubowiczes have accepted their 
bad luck as a fluke. They have been 
assured that they and their children, 
now 19 and 21. are safe. 

was used to process uranium ata- 

figured to be perfectly good lumber. 
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Miamismug News 
Miamisburg, OH 
(W = 7,000) 

Mound dant could be 
I 

%ned over to MMCIC 
by STEVE SANDLIN 

Assistant Editor 
Title to the Mound facilities may soon be trans- 

ferred from the U.S. Department of Energy to the 
Miamisburg Mound Community Improvement 
Corporation. 

Miamisburg Mayor Dick Church Jr., City 
Manager John Weithofer and MMCIC Board 
Chairman John Maletta Jr. and President Mike 
Grauwelman met with DOE officials last week in 
what Church described as “one of our better trips 
to Washington.” 

The topic of transferring Mound assets to the 
CIC was one of those discussed. 

“There’s a move on in the DOE where they want 
the CIC to start taking title to the site,” said 
Church. “But we’re not going to take buildings 
until they are cleaned up. 

“The DOE’s goal is to be out by 2005 and there 
is going to be some major clean up over the next my e ears* DOE is interested in reducing its facility 
operating costs by shifting ownership to the CIC, 
but no commitments have been made yet. 

” he said. 

site, said Church. 

“MOUND HAS its own water wells and we 
want to see how we can hook it up to our own sys- 
tem,” he said. 

Other topics discussed included: 
DOE’s proposed participation in a local initia- 

tive to train and educate skilled workers for the 
machine tool industry. Under the proposal, the 
Miami Valley Career Training Center and Sinclair 
Community College would make use of machin- 
ing equipment from other DOE sites to fill the 
burgeoning demand for qualified machinists in the 
Miami Valley’s manufacturing industry. 

Miamisburg also urged DOE officials to move 
quickly to find a new management contractor for 
the Mound facility as EG&G’s contract will expire 
in one year and local officials want to promote a 
smooth transition to a new site contractor. 

In other related business, Church said the city 
has requested a presidential visit to the Mound site 
after the first of the year. 

“We are so far ahead of the other sites,” he said. 
“We have a story to tell and we want to showcase 

There are 135 buildings and we arc? working on a 
master site plan for infrastructure needs for the 

what we are doing.” 
(Continued on Page 16) 

MOUND 
n THE DEPARTMENT 

To Be Involved 
With The 
Miami-Erie Canal 

YOU 0 0 0 Clean-up 

Citizen involvement is an important 
component of the work that is 
currently being done on the clean-up 
of the Miami-Erie Canal in 
Miamisburg, Ohio. 

Bring your interest and talent to the 
next meeting of the Mound-Canal’ 
Focus Group where we’ll be 
discussing: 

Community Relations 
Public Education 
Clean-up Desgn 
Access Agreements -. 

f - 
MOUND CANAL FOCUS 

GROUP MEETING 

October 12, 1995 
9:00 A.M. 

Miamisburg Civic Center 
Community Room 
10 N. First Street 

Miamisburg, OH 45342 
c 

Questions can be referred to EG&C Community Relations. (513) 865-4140. 

Mound .... 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Also, the Mcund Tape Lab 
Facility, the COS Building, has 
received a $125,000 
Montgomery County Economic 
Development/Government  
Equity (ED/GE) to facilitate the 
needs of a n  out-of-state compa- 
n y  wishins to locate there and 
bring 125 jobs to the site over a 
two year period. The MMCIC 
will contribute $146,040 to the 
project and the company will  
invest S:! :o S3 million. 
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The Demartment 

needs 
A Few Good 

Citizens 

The next meeting 
of the sound Action 

Committee is 
scheduled for:. 

of Energy 

POT the next Mound Action 
. Committee Meeting 
Interested citizens are encouraged to attend 
and participate. Questions can-be referred to 
EGCLC Corninunity Relations. (513) 865-4140. 

The Department 
ofEnergy . 

needs- 
A Few Good 

Citizens 

for the next Mound Action 
Committee Meeting 

M 0-u N D- - 
The next meeting 

of the Mound Action 
Committee is 
scheduled for: 

. October 19, 1995 
7 : O O  P.M. 

Miamisburg Civic Center 
Community Room 
10 N. First Street 

Miamisburg, OH 45342 

Topics to be. discussed: 
Groundwater clean-up 
Miami-Erie Canal clean-up 
Plant Conlraclor slalus 
Baseline Erivirorimenlal . interested cltlzens are encouraged to attend 

and participate. Questlons can he rcferrcri to , Manacpr:enl Report 
EG&G Cor;irnun:iy Xt:latloris. i5!3) 865-4 140. 
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The Department 
of Energy 

needs 
A Few Good 

Citizens 

for the next Mound Action 
Committee Meeting 

MOUND a The next meeting 
of the Mouhd Action 

Committee is 
scheduled for: 

I - 
October 19, 1995 

7:OO P.M. 
Miamisburg Civic Center 

Community Room 
10 N. First Street 

Miamisburg, OH 45342 * d 

Topics to be discussed: 
Groundwater clean-up 
Miami-Erie Canal clean-up 
Plant Contractor status 
Baseline Enuironmental Interested cittzens are encouraged to attend 

-and participate. Questions can be referred to Management Report 
EG&G Communi& Relations. (513) 865-4140. 
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e maneuvering 

-The 
state-of-the-art 

equipment 
available makes 

the Mound site ‘a 
perfect fit for our 

company’ ’ 

Bill Thaler 

presidenLThaler Machine Co. 

Turning ex-nuclear plant 
into an entrepreneurial 
hotbed is not an easy task 
By Timothy R. Gaffney 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

he task seemed daunting, if not impossible: convert- 
ing a federal nuclear weapons plant into an indus- 
trial park of commercial businesses -- even while the 
Department of Energy was shutting down the 
plant’s weapons work, cutting its work force and 

cleaning up radioactive contamination. 
And the wou!d=be entrepreneurs leading the charge 

seemed more like candidates for a least likely to succeed 
award: career scientists more familiar with Cold War tech- 
nology and the Department of Energy‘s labyiinthine 
bureaucracy than with the fast-moving, fiercely competitive 
arena of high-tech startups. 

Two years after Mound workers arid community leaders 
launched the effort, the plant still has a long way to  go. But, 
with a lot of work and little notice, the Mound defense con- 
version . .  effort is showing results. 

Seventeen busGesses.have sprouted on the hilltop site 
. overlooking Miamisburg, generating more than 120 full-time 
jobs -- almost twice as mahy as local officials projected for 
the next 12 months when they signed the first eight business 
leases a t  Mound in January 1994. 

“These. are all new jobs.They’re new to the region. They’re 
new to the economy,” said Michael J. Grauwelman, presi- 
dent of the Miamisburg Mound Community Improvement 
Corp. MMCIC was set up by the city to nurture business 
development .on the Mound site. . 

Meanwhile, another business is preparing to relocate to - . 
the Mound from Indiana. While he won’t identify the compa- 
ny, Grauwelman said it’s expected to move in by the end of 
the year and shou!d eventually account for 125 jobs. 

Most ofethe’new Mound companies are tiny, one- or two- 
person 0perations;nestled in a building khat MMCIC has 
turned into a business incubator. They’re going through the 
struggles common to new businesses. But most are finding 
customers, and some are booming. 

I 



Find more information 
on the Web 
. The Dayton Daily News.is using the 

Internet’s World Wide Web to make more 
information available about business 
development efforts at Mound. 

‘m TODAY’S STORY in electronic form; 
m A PROFILE on each Mouqd business; 

MMCIC’s July Progress Report: 

LINKS to other Websites; 
AND Email addresses. 

Point your Web browser to: 
http://www.access-dayton.com 

W BACKGROUND on Mound; 

’‘0 Mound 
CONTINUED FROM/55 

August But one mocth later it 
quietly won a $3.5 million con- 
tract with Lockheed Martin 
Corp. to supply rocket engine 
igniters for t h e  aerospace 
company’s giant Titan IV space 
launch vehicle, according to Star 
City president Al Munger. The 
company now employs 21. 

Such blast-offs are the excep- 
tion for the Mound businesses. 
For example, SoilPak Environ- 
mental Engineering & Manufac- 
turing Inc. is looking for its first 
customers for a high-tech but 
hardly glamorous product: a big 
niachne that compacts dirt into 
8 inch by 8 inch by 5 foot 
”bricks. ” 

Gary Riddell. who formed Soil- 
Pak with partner Bill Johanan, 
said the machine greatly reduces 
the volume of waste generated by 
environmental clean-up projects. 
That can cut the cost of a clean- 
up project because waste dis- 
posal fees are based on volume, 
he said. 

If the going has been slow, it’s because everyone involved 
has been breaking trail in an unmapped wilderness. They 
had to write the rules for leasing space, making equipment 
available and allowing access to the once tightly guarded 
site. 

At one uoint, local officials were outraged to learn that 

’ 

I 

, ’ 
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other Energy Department facilities were“shopping Mound” 
for sophisticated equipment that would be critical to the 
success of many of the small businesses. But they worked 
out agreements with the agency, and business owners say 
most of the equipment issues are behind them. 

The most dramatic success story so far is the Thaler 
Machine Co. The Dayton-based company jumped at the 
chance to take advantage of the precision tools that became 
available when the Energy Department agreed to  let private 
operators into the Mound machine shop. Since signing a 
lease last December, Thaler’s Mound operation has grown 
to 58 employees. 

The state-of-the-art equipment available makes the 
Mound site “a perfect fit for our company,” president Bill 
Thaler said. With it has come the highly trained talent 
required to use it. “Nearly half the people are former Mound 
people. I would say that’s even more critical than the 
equipment,” he said. 

Thaler’s main problem now is room. “We could be 
instantly at 70 if we had the other side” of the shop, he said. 

It’s not available because another company has lilled it -- 
the homegrown Mound Manufacturing Center Inc., founded 
by former Mound machinists. The company employs 16. 

The company’s specialties -- precision machining, proto- 
typing and expertise in machining exotic metals and ceram- 
ics -- have come from the aerospace and medical industries, 
but the business has also started targeting the auto indus- 
try. “We’ve been steadily growing,” Mound manufacturing 
president Al Hodapp said. 

Hodapp said his company is squeezed for space, too; he 
said he hopes to solve his problem and Thaler’s within the 
next few months by moving into another Mound building. 

One of the first Mound companies to form was EG&G 
Star City Inc., a unit of EG&G Inc. EG&G, based in Welles- 
ley, Mass., is the parent company of EG&G Mound Applied 
Technologies, which operates the Mound plant under an 
Energy Department contract. 

Star City drew little notice when it incorporated last 

SEE MOUND/SB 

IZiddell said the company offers 
a. disposal service using the 
machine but ultjmately hopes to 
make’and sell them. That would ’ 
bjdst their employment to about 
40: hesaid. . . 

The conversion effort still faces 
challenges, The biggest is the 
prospect of deep cuts in .the 
Energy Department’s budget ahd 
their impact on economic devel- 
opment and environmental resto- 
ration programs. “No other issue 
so seriously: threatens Mound’s 
success,” says MMCIC’s ’ July 
progress report. 

Grauwelman has found .himself 
directly affected by the cuts. 
E.arlier this year, Miamisburg 
spun off MMCIC as an indepen- 
dent corporation. Grauwelrnan, 
who formerly headed the Mound 
redevelopment effort as a city 
employee, now depends on 
MMCIC fw his paycheck, as do 
his six staff members. 

:The organization has $14 mil- 
lion’in DOE grants, including $4 
million awardec: in early 1994 &-d 
anoiher $10 million that just 
became available this month. 
.But the $10 million was sup- 

posed t.0 be the first installment 
on a $28-million, three-year pro-- 
gram that would make MMCIC 
self-sustaining while providing 
funds for capital improvements, 
marketing, business develop- 
ment assistance and seed money 
for business starts. 

Instesd,  Grauwelrnan said 
Energy officials told him tiis 
summer t h e  agency can ’ t  
squeeze any mare economic ’ 

development money out of its 
budget. MMCIC is now redraw- 
Lqg its strategic plan and looking 
foi.ways to stretch out t.he $10 



million, which now is only avail- 
able through Sept. 30,1996. 

But the former EG&G Mound 
employees who have taken the 
plunge seem to believe they have 
a fair shot at success. 

Timothy G. Critz left Mound 
after 14 years to  start up Mound 
Metallurgical Inc., a materials 
problem-solving service. “It’s 
been a tremendous amount of 
work, frustrating at times,” he 

-. said. “But I’m having an awful lot -.  
of fun.” 

’ 

0 

Buslnoss/servlce or picduct Employees Contact Phcne/FAX 

Ainerlcan Home Decoratloas Inc - 
frame0 calendars 1 Cherng Chang 865?697/8655241 

Bgi Tech SerAces Inc. ’ ‘ 3 JosephP. 
Olekas 865-3434 

EG&G Star Clty Inc. - ordnance,. 
hea; treating, flex. circuits 2 1  AI Munger 865-3544 - 
Global Manufactudng Solutlons 1 Mike GbLms 865-3935 

Icdustrlal Imaglng Associates - 
nondestructive evaluation 2 George Wooten 865-3547/8653578 

K. C. J. Enterpdses 1 Kevin Jones Unavailable 

Klnetlca Inc. - chemical processing 
improvement 1 Jim Pickard 865-4413 

E C K  Analytlcal Inc. -chemical 
analysis 6 Chris Kinard 8653210 

Mound Englneedng & Analysls 
Group Inc. enginezring support 
services 2 C.Williarn 

Merten 865-3068/8653458 

Mound Laser and Photonlcs Center 
- rnanufacturirig applications 3 Larry Dosser 8654046 

Mound Manufactlng Center - 
materials- . ’ . 1 6  AI Hodapp 8653014/8653476 

Mound Metallurglcal Inc. - 
metallurgical services. problem 
solvine , , 1 Timothy G. Critz 865-4073 

precision machining, exotic. .. ’ . , :  

. .  

SollqJk Envlronmental Engineedni , - ’ . . 

reduction 

Technical 51 Quallty Servlces Ink. - 
facilities & project management 3 Stanley G. 

& Mfg Inc. -‘waste volume :, . . . .  
2 Ga;). !iddell , . 8654737/748-2911 . - - 

kbraliamson 8654003/8654289 

Thaier Machine TOOI CO. - . 
precision machining 58 Bill Thaler 222-2171/222.7372 

TIME Inc. - iirtuit board technoloa 7 Ron Underwood 865-3549 

Wheatvllle Technology Inc. - metal 
hydrides ’ 1 Richard S. 

Carlson 865-3664 , 

Left: It’s delicate 
work’- another view 
of Hutchinson finish- 
ing a metal cutting 
tool. 

Photographs 
bY 

Ty Greenlees, ’ 

Dayton Daily News 
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Top: Pete Hutchin- 
son, a former EG&G 
employee, finishes a 
metal cutting tool he 
made at Thaler 
Machine Co. 
Center: Dave 
Haines checks parts 
quality on a coordi- 
nate measuring 
machine. I 
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R. OLeary announced last w&k. It is 
evaluating use of an existing commercial 
light-water reactor and construction of a 
new linear accelerator to make tritium. 

”The bottom line is to ensure tritium 
production for our nuclear weapons 
stockpile-rapidly, effectively, and 
safely. The dual-track approach will 
best ensure we meet that critical objec- 
tive,’’ OLeary said. The strategy will 
be ”a fair horse race. It will allow the 
department to determine which [path] 
leads to the lowest cost.” 

Tritium is used to enhance the explo- 
sive power of nuclear warheads. It has a 
half-Me of 12.3 years, so about 5.5% d e  
cays annually. This necessitates periodic 
replacement of tritium in nuclear weap- 
ons. Tritium was produced at DOES Sa- 
vannah River site in South Carolina, but 
that facility was shut down in 1988 for 
safety reasons. 
DOE estimates that by using supplies 

on hand, it will not need to make new 
tritium until about 2011, when it will be 
d o h  to a five-year reserve. The new 
strategy gives the department plenty of 
time to plan new production. For hscal 
1996, DOE budgeted $45 million for ini- 
tial accelerator planning and $4.5 million 
for light-water reactor planning. 

- -  

Both approaches have drawbacks as 
. well as advantages. Using a commeraal 

rea’ctor allows much faster implementa- 

would either buy or lease an existing 
The Department of Energy is pursuing a power reactor. Barriers to this method 
dual strategy as it coEiders how best to are mostly institutional, according to 
restart production of tritium needed for O’Leary. The biggest is the U.S. govem- 
nuclearweamns, DOE Secretarv Hazel . .merit's policy of never mixing military 

and civilian uses of nuclear energy. Even 
if the plant were bought outright, it 
would pose a problem for nonprolifera- 

DOE to test two paths 
for t&htll production tion and is less expensive. DOE says it 

tion pdliaes bkcause such faciiities can 
also be used to produce plutonium. 

A new particle accelerator not only 
would make tritium but also would 
produce neutrons for research. And it 
would produce sigruficantly less radio- 
active waste than would a reactor. But 
an accelerator would be very expen- 
sive-at a total cost of between $6 bil- 
lion and $14 billion, DOE estimates. 

Tritium production has been a politi- 
cal problem since 1988, and the debate 
has intensified since the more defense 
minded Republican Congress got into 
the act. The House National Security 
Committee approved an amendment 
earlier this year requiring DOE to bcdd 

O’Len y: nriinirzg n fair  horse race 

a new power reactor to produce tritium, 
an action ignored by OLeary and DOE. 

A task force on tritium production 
appointed by House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich (R-Ga.) denounced DOE’S 
plan to build an accelerator, calling the 
technology unproven. Task force chair- 
man Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) said the 
DOE plan has an antinuclear bias and. a 
hidden agenda. The task force supports 
building a new power reactor that can 
produce electricity as well as tritium. 

However, the need for any new triti- 
um production at a l l  is called into ques- 
tion by some activist groups. The N u d e  
ar Control Institute, a Washington, D.C., 
group working to stop the growth of nu- 
clear arms, maintains that even conser- 
vative estimates show tritium supplies 
are adequate until after 2019. Institute 
President Paul Leventhal calls the dea- 
sion last week not to build a new reactor 
“a major victory for nuclear disarma- 
ment and nonproliferation.” But he also 
says building a new accelerator “would 
undermine U.S. claims of deemphasiz- 
ing nuclear weapons in the post-Cold 
War world.” 

David Hnnson 

National standards network demonstrated 
Journalists were given a preview last 
week of the National Standards Systems 
Network ( N S S W a  computer network 
being developed by the American Na- 
tional Standards Institute (ANSI) and the 
National Institute of Standards & Tech- 
nology @JET) to provide rapid electron- 
ic access to the standards databases of 
hundreds of companies, organizations, 
and government agencies in the U.S. 
and abroad. 

NSSN designers showed examples 
of how it will link, through the World 
Wide Web, organizations involved in 
development, production, distribution, 
and use of technical standards- 
supplying cataloging, indexing, search- 
ing, and routing. 

”Finding standards data usually re- 
quires wading through a mountain of 
material” and is not a productive use of 
time and resources, noted ANSI Presi- 
dent Sergio Mazza. There are over 
40,OOO private standards and more than 
50,OOO government standards in the U.S. 
alone, he pointed out. But NSSN aims to 
make a search through the hundreds of 
databases possible in just minutes. 

The project began in July 1994 with a 

$2 million, two-year grant to ANSI from 
the Technology Reinvestment Project 
(TRP), a multiagency program run by 
the Defense Department that funds du- 
al-use (military and civilian) technology 
development. NlST manages the grant. 

ANSI supports the project by in-kind 
contributions of services by volunteers. 
Its implementation teams consist of 
more than 90 U.S. and international 
management and technical experts. 

NSSN is being developed in stages. 
Work in the first year focused on analy- 
sis of user requirements and develop- 
ment of plans and specifications. Last 
week, the designers unveiled an NSSN 
home page containing a test search sys- 
tem and information about the project, 
which can be accessed on a free trial 
basis at http://www.webplus.net/n/. 

Project Director Ronald W. Walker ex- 
pects operation with actual standards 
databases by next May or June and full 
operation by 1997. He stresses that the 
databases will still belong to the stan- 
dards developing organizations, and in- 
tellectual property rights will be proted- 
ed. Fees are envisioned for network use. 

Riclinrd Seltzer 
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THE EXPERI-CENTER 
at a new year-round location: 

St. John's Meeting House 
470 S. Gebhart Church Road 

Miamisburg, Ohio 45342 

presents programming regarding AIR, WATER, and SOIL in cooperation 
with EG&G Mound Applied Technologies, CERCLA Community 

Relations/Environrnental Restoration, and the 
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church to students in grades 

K-8 beginning at the end of October, 1995. 

Bring your class to the Experi-Center and 
APPRECIATE AND CONSIDER THE ENVIRONME 

ientists and engineers plan to restore part of Miamisburg's 
environment 
Become aware of what CERCLA means 
See videos of CERCLA activities at Miamisburg's Miami-Erie Canal 
Ask questions of the scientists and engineers who are part of the 
"Mound Clean-up" ( on Tuesdays and Thursdays only) 
Take samples of soil and water with environmental sampling equipment 
(No students will interact with any pollution or hazardous waste) 
Explore sampling assessment technology , 
Experiment with a glovebox 
Take a sample from a drum with a drum sampler 
DISCUSS how people are trained to take and evaluate samples 
Learn how soil IS made 

Explore bases and acids 
Observe roots under a microscope 
See the "first ever footage of live 
worms making earth" 
Feed a worm 
Appreciate water 
Learn about your city water system 
Lubricate clay on a potter's wheel 
Make air move water 

Build a model of a city water system 
Discover physical properties of air 
Play songs with water bottles 
Vibrate with tuning forks 
Experiment with air 

GY 

3 
A - k  

Have fun with Science! 
Sessions are available Monday through Fribay, 9:20 a.m. to 11 :30 a.m. 
Lunch room accommodations available upon request. Scheduling of 
classes performed on a first-come first-served basis. A donation of $1 S O  is 
encouraged from every visitor. To schedule class visits, please contact 
your principal and/or Deborah Gill at 859-461 2 or 866-0345. . .  
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By. Torn Price , . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
HINGTON BUREAU ', 

h a s  given final z p p  
.,pPations legislation that, n4ll..pay . also contains S5.6-baon to cle& 
-for-clean up .Et .nuclear w.eapons-,:. up nuclear " weapons:' p!ari>s 
plants and the st@:of a flood- including Mound -Plant::iri 
control project in Nlontgomery . 'Miamisburg. That is less, than.the 
County. . . .  $6 billion requegted;!!y the?,Clin-. . 

The 1996 'energy. and water . ,  ton , administratioxl,,'.~ut.':;ni~re 
appropriations bill now goes to ,' than the.:.$5;3 ,billiori;:'iiiitially 
Pres ident  Clinton for . h i s  ' approved by the'Hcusefyi: f : ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ' ,  . 

expected signature. -. I Officials at. ::M$*d 7 Qnd;;. the 
The bill provides $190,000 to '  Energy Department's field oEce 

begin construction on the project in ,~amisburgr.-s~d-;t .he~~ didn% . . 
-to relieve flooding near Holes. know specifically, goy .the.:.bill .will 
Creek in Miami Twp., West Car- .affect cleanup p l k s  . ........I at.Mdiind.. ... . 
rollton and Moraine, said Bryan ..Because . the .  appropriation is 
McCleary, an aide to Democratic- $400 million less. thanithe admin- 
Sen. John Glenn. ,istration requested; 'it cod& slow 

The project, to be completed in the planned.'cleanup~@d:'is likely 
1998, is estimated to.'cost $4.7 . . to  make a ;propij:sed'~~cc~lerat~e~':: 
million, said Rep. Tony Hall, cleanup less likely, said!'.Hall . .  side 

Michael Gessel. 

. . 

. .  @ D-Dayton. . .  
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a OLMSTED FAUS 
Ex-mayor, 55, kills self3 days 
before trial on daughter‘s rape 

Fomer mayor Robert Kennedy 
appmntly committed suicide at his 
home three days before his trial for 
degedly raping a daughter. 

.Kennedy, 55, had been shot in 
the head with a shotgun, police De- 
tective Thomas Caine said. 

An acquaintance found Kenne- 
dy‘s M y  about 4 p.m: Friday, Caine 

at the scene. 
Caine said Kennedy left a sui- 

cide note that said; in part, “I was 
going to do this in September, but I 
got a continuance” His trial had been 
scheduled for September but was 
delayed until Monday. 

Kennedy was charged with 12 
counts of raping a child under age 13. 
If convicted, he could have been 
sentenced to life in prison. 

said. A 1 2 - g a ~ ~  Shotgun was found 

rn DAYTON 
People try to preserve suit 
against Mound weapons plant 

Attorneys for neighbors of the 
Mound nuclear weapons plant asked 
a judge Riday not to dismiss their 
lawsuit against the plant, saying ra- 
dioactive emissions have exceeded 
federal limits. 

But the plant’s attorneys said 

off-site emissions have always been 
below the federal limits. 

US. Dktict Judge Walter Rice 
adjourned the hearing on a motion to 
end the case without making a ding. 
He said he would rule as soon as 
possible. Trial is to begin in August 

CINCINNATI . -  .-a .L ..>* -- Woman Wins $820;000 over- -. ’- 
sex harassment by dentist 

A fed& jury has awarded a 
woman about $820,000 in a sexual 
harassment lawsuit against a den& 
and his practice, where she was a 
dental assistant. 

Pamela S. Johnson of Cincinnati 
last year sued university surgical 
Associates, aneging that Dr. william 
Gmue had harassed her with sexual 
comments and physical contact 

The suit says she reported the 
treatment to‘management, but the 4 

dental group did not take her com- - 
plaints seriously and ordered her to 
continue working for Graue. 

The U.S. Distrkt Court jury on 

cal Associates to pay Johnson more 
than $740,000 for mere emotional 
dishs, ’mmpmatory and punitive 

Graue was o d d  to pay John- 
son about $80,000 for serious emo- 
tional distress, compensatory and 
punitive damages >: 

- -  - - - - 

Thursday ordered UniverSity Surgi- 

damages, and back pay. 

FmnArsoeratedResrRpag 
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DOUBLE YO 

CANAL FOCUS GROUP 1 

I Thursday, 
November 16,1995 I 5 : O O  am. 

Topics : 
a) Workplan 
b) Community Relations I c) Risk Communication 

MOUND 
n 

MOUND ACTION 

Thursday, 
November 16,1995 

7:OO p.m. 

COMMITTEE . 

Topics : 

Interes!ed citizens are encouraged to attend both meetings. Questions can be 
referred to Jolene Walker, EG&G Cominuniiy Relations, (51 3) 865-41 43. 

F F O R T Y  YEARS AGO 
November 10,1955 

Miamisburg voters decided bj 
a small majority Tuesday thal 
they prefer to have the city pur. 
chase additional power from a 
private utility rather than spend 
$850,000 to modernize and 
expand the city-owned light 
plant. 

The issue was in doubt until 
the final precinct reported. But 
the light plant repeal ordinances 
passed with the slim majority of 
61 votes on No. 17 and 86 on 
No. 18. 

City Legal Advisor John 
McHugh said voters simply 
rejected the city resolution and 
ordinance, passed by council 
early this year. He pointed out 
that council could pass a similar 
ordinance and resolution at their 
next session if they so desired. 
However, i t  appears unlikely 
that city council would go 
against the expression of the 
voters. d 



By NEIL A. LEWIS 

c.1995 N.Y. Times News Service 

WASHINGTON - Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary faced a storm of criticism 
Thursday and the possibility she could lose her job after it was disclosed 
that she had spent thousands of dollars in government money for a 
consulting firm to monitor the reporters who cover her department and to 
rank them as to how favorable they were. \ 

Senior Clinton administration officials said they were appalled by what 
they called her lack of judgment in paying $43,500 to Carma International, 
a Washington firm, to identifv unfriendly press outlets. 

Michael McCurry, the White House press secretary, said that O'Leary's 
action, reported Thursday in The Wall Street Journal, was ' 'unacceptable.'' 

--- 1 3 . One senior White House official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity, ~ . - . _.--- ,I ~ - -~ 

said O'Leary might be asked to resign. 

Leon Panetta, the White House chief of staff, told reporters that he was 
greatly c,oncerned by The Journal's disclosures and had asked O'Leary to 
give him a full report by the end of the day. He turned away questions as 
to whether she might lose her job. 

Another senior official said that O'Leary was in deep trouble but that the 
White House would wait to see if she could ride out the storm. She was 
providing the White House a written explanation Thursday night and was 
expected on Friday to make her case in person to ,remain on the job. 

O'Leary, a former utility company executive, was traveling Thursday in 
Louisiana, where she told The Associated Press that she had not asked for 
an evaluation of reporters but for an analysis of news coverage. She said it 
would have cost the department $170,000 to do the same job itself. 

' 'There's no enemies list, no gumshoes, no investigators," she said. 

. 

. 

.. 

11/18/95 America Online: Mark693304 Page 1 

. .  . . . .  

. . .  



e Her Washington office had earlier arranged a conference call with dozens 
of reporters to answer questions. But she abruptly postponed the call after 
White House officials leveled their public criticisms. 

- 
Sen. Richard Bryan, D-Nev., a state with extensive and sometimes 
contentious dealings with the Energy Department, demanded on the Senate 
floor Thursday that O'Leary herself reimburse the Treasury for the full 
amount of the consulting contract. 

' 'I have very serious reservations about the judgment of Secretary 
O'Leary," he said. ' 'Spending tax dollars to investigate and evaluate 
reporters and media coverage, complete with charts, is completely 
inappropriate. As energy secretary, she should be concerned with energy 
policy and not her image." 

According to documents released with no hesitation Thursday by 
chagrined department officials eager to show their openness with the 
press, Carma provided an evaluation of articles and news broadcasts about 
the department from December through July. 

The study also ranked the top 25 favorable and top 25 unfavorable 
sources quoted in news articles about the department. 

The documents showed that Carma had evaluated articles about the 
department and assigned scores - on a scale of 1 to 100, with 50 being 
neutral - to the reporters who wrote them. 

The research assistants at Carma tallied the number of references they 
deemed to be either favorable or unfavorable to assign a score to that 
reporter's work. 

In the July report, H. Joseph Hebert of The Associated'Press scored lowest 
with a 30.8 rating. ' 'As far as I'm concerned, if you have too good a rating, 
you aren't doing your job," Hebert said Thursday. 

_ -  

Scoring next-lowest was Matthew L. Wald of The New York Times, with a .i , _>.--*_. ;-;-.;:: , 

rating of 46.7. 
1 I. 2FGz*,.. :. :..- . . ,. .*:z i '- ., -:  ..A -..; . . 
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Adding to the notion that the study was to be used to identifv and work to 
change reporters who wrote unfavorably, Barbara Semedo, the 
department's press secretary, was quoted by The Journal as saying that 
the lower ratings 
needed to work on this person a little." 

. \  meant we weren't getting our message across, that we 

The Carma analysis evaluated reporting on subjects as diverse as cleaning 
up nuclear waste, as well as perceptions of O'Leary. 

. .  . . . . .  
. . _  
. . .  - 
. .  

i .  --.. . . . .  
. _ _ _ .  . .  . . .  - . 

.~ 

Joe Gaither, a senior vice president for research at Carma, said in an 
interview that under its approach, if a journalist scored an unfavorable 
rating, it did not necessarily mean the journalist was unfavorably disposed 
to a client. It  might mean that the event was unfavorable. But he said 
Carma's research could tell a client how that reporter portrayed that event, 
compared with other reporters. 

. 'All we're trying to do is analyze the news coverage and let our client 
know what's said being said about them and then to put it into a context 
for them with regard to other reporters," Gaither said. 

He said the company, which was founded in 1984 and has offices in 
London, Toronto and Sydney, Australia, in addition to Washington, does 
$3.5 million to $4 million in business a year. Most clients, he said, are large 
corporations. 
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. .  Carma-has also worked as a news-clipping service for government agencies 
like the U.S. Postal Service. - .. 

, .  

In one sense, the work Carma did for O'Leary is similar to what a --- 
government press office does regularly, albeit in an informal manner - 
evaluate how its agency is being covered. It is unusual, if not 
unprecedented, to have an outside consultant charged with that task and 
to have specific rankings for media outlets. 

. _*. 

I' O'Leary won praise early in her tenure for her willingness to disclose 
. - ~ . 

7 - . ; - - . - ; .+  . . . . .  - .  
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a information on how the Atomic Energy Commission had conducted 
radiation experiments on unwitting human subjects. She said such secrecy 
was no longer needed, and moreover it was improper for a government to 
withhold such information from its citizens.< 
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By Laurence McQuillan 

WASHINGTON, Nov 10 (Reuter) - President Bill Clinton on Friday 
m 

retained Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary, who was chided for permitting 
federal funds to be spent on rating reporters and was told to deduct the 
cost from her office funds. 

The latest uproar generated strong rebukes from Republicans, with Sen. 
Bob Dole saying: ' 'This shocking waste of taxpayer dollars is just another 
reason to turn out the lights at the Energy Department." 

White House Chief of Staff Leon Panetta, who led the investigation into 
the latest controversey involving a Cabinet official, served notice the study 
was 'unacceptable" and banned al l  federal agencies from such 
assessments of journalists and their organisations. 

~ 

. 'I am still gainfully employed," O'Leary told reporters after speaking 
with White House aides. Several Republicans in Congress have been 
demanding her dismissal after the Wall Street Journal reported her 
department hired a private consulting fm to monitor reporters. 

O'Leary, speaking on a telephone hook-up from New Orleans, took . 'full a 
responsibility" for her department's using the consulting firm, Carma 
International, at a cost of $46,500. She said she agreed . 'that it is not 
acceptable" to rate reporters and their coverage but said the department 
had not requested the media consulting firm to do that. 

O'Leary described herself as ' ' chagrined and embarrassed" about the 
fm's activities, which ranked coverage by certain reporters and assessed 
whether the sources used in their reports were favourable or 
unfavourable to the department. 

White House Press Secretary Mike McCurry said in a statement that 
O'Leary was told to reimburse the Treasury Department for the cost of the 
firm's consulting fees. The funds will come from the operating funds for 
her office. - 
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But McCurry said the energy secretary * 'has been an effective member a, of the Cabinet and this matter should not detract from that record." 

, 2 -  

Albert Barr, president of Carma International, denied that his firm 
' ' investigated" reporters. ' 'We do media content analysis," he said. ' ' We do ~ - 

not report on reporters. We analyse print and broadcast media." 

Reut15:12 11-10-95 
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WASHINGTON (Reuter) - The White House ordered Energy Secretary 
Hazel O'Leary to disclose why a media consulting firm was hired to assess 
news coverage of her department amid complaints that she had misspent 
tax dollars to polish her image. 

_.. , 
- ._& 

The Energy Department meanwhile released samples of the consultant's 
reports, which included ratings on the favorability of certain journalists' 
coverage. - ---- 

L -  

... 

The Wall Street Journal said O'Leary had hired a service to produce 
monthly reports with rankings for reporters, sources and news 
organizations. The cost to taxpayers was $43,500. 

O'Leary, traveling in Lousiana and appearing on ABC World News 
Tonight, said the consultant's work was proper. 

' 'The work that was contracted was to do an analysis of how our 
message was received -- no enemies list, no gumshoes, no investigators," 
she said. 

The White House earlier in the day demanded a quick, full explanation 
from O'Leary. 

.~ . .  . .  - 
~ .. . ___c .- . -  - .  
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' 'That article is the first that anyone here at the White House was aware 

! .. . \  .. . of that project That caused great concern here at the White House today," 
, W t e  House spokesman Mike McCuny said. 

. . .. 
_ _  . 

' ' I was very concerned with' the article that appeared in the Wall Street 
Journal and called the secretary and asked for a full report on what was 
behind this particular situation," White House Chief of Staff Leon Panetta 
said .at a briefing. 

. .  

CNN ' 'Moneyline" quoted an unnamed senior White House official sayin 
that the incident, however ill-advised, was unlikely to cost O'Leary her jo 

But consternation over the issue grew in Congress. 
. . - .  . .  
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a Sen. Richard Bryan, D-Nevada, said he had 'very serious reservations" 
about O'Leary's judgment and said she should pay back the $43,500 to the 
Treasury. 

' 'As energy secretary she should be concerning herself with energy 
--- - - 

policy, not her image," he said. 
~ 

. .  
Several Republican congressmen called for O'Leary's resignation, and 

Rep. Tom Coburn, R-Oklahoma, said the report added fuel to arguments for 
abolishing the Energy Department. 

' 'This is a wonderful piece of news for us to use to carry our case to the . . .  people of this country about the inefficiencies, and the lack of 
responsibility and the lack of accountability on the part of this 
department," Coburn said Thursday. 

Reut06:28 11-10-95 
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Hazel O’Leary called for clipping i 

By Ann McFeatters 
SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS SERVICE 

WASHINGTON - W h i t e  
House officials Thursday said 
Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary 
is in hot water for spending more 
than $40,000 in taxpayer money 
to  rate the alleged bias in press 
clippings covering her. 

Republicans started gathering 
petitions that she resign. If she is 
forced to resign, she would be the 

third Cabinet official to leave the 
Clinton White House. 

White House Chief of Staff. 
Leon Panetta bluntly said that he 
had ordered O’Leary to  report 
immediately on a stojr by The 
Wall Street Journal Thursday 
that  said she paid for monthly 
reports on how favorable or unfa- 
vorable were press clippings of 
her department. 

Would she be asked to resign? 
Panet ta ,  saying he was very 

concerned about the allegation, 
said only, ‘‘1 don’t want  t o ,  
speculate.” 

White House press secretary : 
Mike McCurry also refused an 
opportunity to defend her. “On 
the face of it,” he said at  his daily 
b r i e f i n g ,  “ i t  i s  s i m p l y  
ur.acceptable.” 

Traveling in Baton Rouge, La., 
O’Leary defended her action and 
said she would give Panetta a 
report today. 

*SATUIIDAY, NOVEMBER 11,1995 0 38 ’ 

By Charles Pope 
KNIGHT-RIDDER NEWS SERVICE 

WASHINGTON - Energy Sec- 
retary Hazel O’Leary survived a 
White House rebuke,  media  
enmity and congressional calls for 
her job, but conceded Friday that 
she used “bad judgment” in hir- 
ing a company to  rate journalists 
covering her agency. 

“Even in government, people 
can  make s tupid mistakes,” 

O’Leary 

White House1 
s p o k e s m a n  
M i k e ’  
McCurry said 
a f t e r  
a n n o u n c i n g  ’ 
that a ’  review 
of the $46,500 
‘contract and 
O’Leary’s role 
showed tha t  
no laws were 
broken. 

“Secretary O’Leary has been an 
effective member of the Cabinet 
and this ma t t e r  ‘should not  
detract from that record,” he 
said. 

O’Leary, speaking at. a news 
conference in New Orleans, said 
she considered the matter closed, 
declaring; “I am still gainfully 
employed” ‘even though a day ’ . 
earlier a senior -White House offi- 
c i a l  c a l l e d  t h e  c o n t r a c t  
“monumentally dumb.” 

“I hope that this one is behhd : 
us,” O’Leary said. “The secretary I 
of energy has learned a great deal. 
I..hope that I have been respon- 
sive under fire, and I look to be 
responsive, whether I’m under 
fire or not, the next time.” 

That time may come sooner : 
than ’ OlLeary would like. Con- .. 
gressional critics pounded away 
on Friday,. calling- for .her t o  
res ign . ;  This ’ episode ,  t h e y  i 
charged, is just ‘the latest in a .. 

series of questionable actions : 
involving O’Leary, including 
“excessive travel” and misplaced ’ 

budget priorities. 
“We believe tha t  Secretary , 

O’Leary has forfeited her right to  
public office and we urge you to 
ask for and accept her resigna- 
tion immediately,” s&d a letter t o  
President ..Clinton signed by 80 
Republican House members. . , I  

The White,House review found 
“no preferential or  punitive 
action” was taken against report-: 
ers rated in the program, the 
White House made clear its dis- 
pleasure with any action that  
could leave an impression tKat 
reporters are ranked. O’Lea,fy 
received a mild sanction fromtqe : 
White House, which ordered :.figr ’ 
to pay the..$46,500 contract with . 
money from he r .  office accou% 

. a n d  n o t  c h a r g e  i t  t o  !$e . 
department’s Office of Pub& 
Affairs. , 

’ 

-- 
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@ O’Leary needs another trip to shed 
So, one might reasonably ask, what is 

so terrible about rating reporters? 
Secretary of Energy Hazel O’Leary is 

in trouble because her department 
paid to have reporters rated according 
to how well they covered the Energy 
Department, as seen from the point of 
view of the Energy Department, which 
obviously wants a certain kind of cover- 
age. 

The first, most obvious folly of this is 
the waste of taxpayer money. Surely, 
just about anybody would agree that 
there is no legitimate public interest in 
a governmental ranking of reporters. 
After all, the Energy Department 
doesn’t give contracts to reporters. It 
doesn’t need to know how “good” they 
are. 

Of course, government officials have 
to decide how to treat specific report-, 
ers. And, obviously, officials make these 
decisions with their own interests in 
,mind. But for as long as there has been 
a Washington press corps, the govern- 
ment officials have made these deci- 
sions without conducting formal stud- 
ies first. 

Money, however, is not the main 
reason this story caused such a flap. 

The money is not even a large enough 
amount  t o  come t o  a Cabinet 
secretary’s attention, under most cir- 
cumstances. 

The real flap is about  press- 
government relations. It is partly about 
the “enemies” mentality Washington 
has been primed to see ever since Rich- 
ard Nixon. Do we have‘here a Cabinet 
officer who thinks the world needs to 
be officially divided into friends and 
enemies? 

More importantly, do we have a Cabi- 
net secretary who doesn’t understand 
that the behavior of the American 
press is simply no business of the gov- 
ernment? 

Secretary O’Leary says she didn’t 
really ask for a ranking. She says her - 
people just asked for some sort of look 
at the coverage the department was 
getting. Congress will want to question 
her further on these matters. 

She says she already has been “wood- 
shedded” by the White House. But 
even if her only offense was in failing to 
communicate to  her PR staff about 
what kind of press relations she wants, 
she has some more woodshedding com- 
ing - at least. 

. .  
. I  . .  . , - - r .  
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DOUBLE YOUR FUN 
Two Meetings For The 

Price of One! 
Miamisburg.Civic Center 

Community Room 
10 N. First Street 
Miamisburg, Ohio 

MOUND 
n 

T 
MOUND ACTION 

_-  '--COMMllTEE . 

Inieres!ed citizens are encouraged to attend both meetings. Questions can be . . 
referred to Jolene Walker, EG&G Community Relations, (513) 865-4140. . . .  

. ............. ._.-_ 

..... . . _ .  
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Safety Impact Team members representing Mound at the recent Miami Valley Safety Council Safety, Health & 
Environmental Conference where EG&G Mound was honored with the George Coleman Award. 
Front row? left to right, Irwin Durntschin, Nora Biisse11, Dominic Chorley, Darin McDonald, Teresa Fnit, ariQ Dan 
Stokes; S C C O R ~  row, Darlene Adam, Joan Vurginac, ?&r~ Sizemore, Ramona Lee, Janet Beam, and Nom H.ondon; 
arid hack row, Ann Harting, Dale Miller, Tim Earith, Earl Fray, Mike Sullivan, Herb Stewart, and Dewain Eckman. 

EG&G Mound Applied Technologies 
was recent!y presented with the George 
Coleman Excelleiice in  Safety Award by 
the Dnyton/Miami Valley Safety Council 
during the 43rd Annual Safety, Health R: 
f=,i;vironmental Conference and Exhibition. 
Mound was hoiiorcd with the award i n  the 
Large Busincss/Genct-a1 Industry category 
with the Lord Corporation honored in the 
Smal I Business ctatcgory. 

Mound received its zwards with the 
implementation of the Safety Impact Team, 
which coinbifies representatives of the 
Depai-tineiit of Energy, senior management, 
and ei~iployecs. !o work towards a safer 
work place. 

This  is th : :  sc'coiicl timi: ( 1989) that 
EGGtG Motirid hiis rzcei.ved the Coleman 
Award, \v h i c h rt'c og i i  i zes outs tanding  
occupational safely and health accompl'ish-. 

rnents. The award honors Georgz Colerr.an, 
an ac t ive  volunteer  with :lie Safe ty  
Council, who passed away i n  19SS. The 
first Coleman Award was presented to the 
Standard Register Cornpnriy in  I YS8. 
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0 People must speak out on possible nuclear-waste policy change, 
. .  . 

You may find yourself in traffic on. . The Department of .  Energy esti- 
. . . . the interstate alongside a truck carry- . . .mates that 85,000 metric tons of irradi: 

ing some of the most intensely radio- ated fuel in, more than 15,000 ship- 
active material .on e g t h  .- irradiated. ments would be shipped from .eAsting 

. ' fuel. ,rods- from. a nuclear reactor. .Or. commercial nuclear. reactors. to .a site- 
;your :children.may be' at a. playfieId as near.the Yucca. Mout3.h in Nevada. : 
:a trairi 1oaded.yith maxiy thousands of- : Even with .daily. supments;: tKe pro- 
pounds, of this deadly waste passes by. gram 'would last at l e e t  30 years and 
on. the rail, line .in' your community. :: would, affect ,43 states. ,3nterstate 70 

.This fi happen. in two 'ye&s if the . done -is expected to'.hav 
U.Sr.'House "of Representatives passes cask shipments. . .. 
House Resolution 1020, which is corn- . What the nuclear utitilities.'.w-ant is 

"centrahzed interim storage" - a big 
cement.  pad where .nuclear-waste 

irig up for avote any. day. 

- .  . .  . casks can be parked. This "temporary" 
site would receive an.iriitial 100-year 
license that could be .renewed. 

The-primary difference- between the:, 
current at-reactor-site' dry-cask stor: 
age and centralized interim storage is 
that the liability from accidents result- 
ing from leakage would be transferred 
to the .U.S.. taxpayer and the steward- 
ship 'transferred from the generator to' 

I . .  

. , .  .. . .  

.. 
. . 

. . .. 

' '  ' I  
the Department of Energy for. man: ; 
.agement of the .waste. This centralized : 
interim storage would expose. 'many 
thousands of' people to ..the' rish of ! 
radioactive waste transported, to. the 

. temporary .sit$, and .then. a second 
exposure when moved to a permanent 1 

' -site when that site ahd safe .. technol- . j ogy are available. . : . . 

.Further, local police, fire. and'medi- ' ' 

cal workers would be the first, on the 
scene of any wzste-transportation 
accident. Few 'communities have any 
equipment .or tr.aining to identify or 
.respond to such an event. A trwspor- 
tatior, accident could result in radia- 
tion exposures sufficient to be fatal. 

I urge everyone to call their U.S. rep- 
. resentatives and ask them to. oppose 

I 

this bill. ... 

VELMA M: SHEARER . 

Englewood 
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JMound Tech-announces two W?'s 
added to 

- . _ .  , 

.Earl N. Fray, president and 
general '  manager of EG&G 
Mound Applied Technologies, 
recently announced the 
appointment of two new vice- 
presidents for the company 
located in Miamisburg. EG&G 
operates the Mound Plant for 
the United States Department 
of Energy. 

Monte A. Williams was 
named Vice President for 
Environmental Restoration, 
while James J .  Zahora was 
named Vice President of Waste 
Management. 

Williams, a n  employee at 
Mound si.nce 1983, will be 
responsible for mound's 
Environmental Restoration 

ogram under the 

Response, Compensation and 
Liability Act (CERCLA) and 
the decontamination and 
decommission of facilities at 
Mound. Environmental restora- 
r i m  projects at Mound utilize 
multi-faceted techniques and 
processes that assure compli- 
ance with state and federal rcg- 
u1a:ions. 

Before assuming his 'new 
responsibility, Williams served 
as Manager of Environmental 
Restoration from. 1993 to 1995. 
His responsibilities included 
managing a staff of 75 employ- 
ees with an annual budget of 
$50 million. During his tenure, 
consolidation of two major 
environmental cleanup pro- 
grams were completed while 

aintaining resources and 
ality standards. 
From 1992 to 1993 hz 

worked as an Engineering 
Manager for Environmental 
Restoration and was a Project 

~. 

(F omprehensive Environmental 

. ...- ... 

9i 

nup § 

Monte Williams .James Zahora 

Operable Unit Manager for 
Environmental  Restoration 
from 1 99 1 to 1992. He has also 
served as  a Senior Project 
Engineer and Area 
hiaintsnance Supervisor since 
coming to Mound. His prior 
work experience included serv- 
ing as a Project Engineer for 
the Monsanto Company in St. 
Louis, Mo. 

He received his Bachelor of 
Scien:x degree in Mechanical 
Engineering _ . ~  from . the 
University of Missouri in 1980, 
and his Master of Business 
Administration from Southern 
I1 1 i no i s University, 
Edwardsville, i n  1985. He is a 
registered Professional 
Engineer in the State of Ohio 
and holds required certificarion 
for ' HazardOKs Waste 
Operations. He is also 2 mew- 
ber of the Ame.iican Socisty of 

Mechanical Engineers and has 
been a recipient of The Award 
of Ex'cellence for Significant 
Contributions to the United 
Swtes Nuclear Weapons pro- 
gram. 

Williams is a resident of 
Lincolnshire Ln., Springboro. 

Z;i 11 ora a s s  u rn r s the 
i-es!;un..;ibility for 
Was te  bl a 11 iige in e n t 

, ope ra t ions  a t  the . M o u n d  
Plant. This %. program . manages 
radi dac ti  ve, hazardous, and 
mixed. wastes from the p l a n t  

'site in accordance with all reg- 
ulatory requirements and 
Department of Energy orders. 
This i n c 1 II des treat men t , ' s t or - 
'age, disposal and minimizetion 
activit ies associated with 
Mound's waste. 

Before assuming .his new 
position, Zahora served' as an 
Env iron men tal Res tor at i on 
Section\.'Manager sir,ce 1993,, 

-. . .- .- 



where he was responsible for 
.planning, designing, schedul- 
ing, implementing and coordi- 
nating. all Mound environmen- 
tal restoration .projects, includ- 
ing CERCLA and decontami- 
nati,on and decommissioning 
activitiesfor the site. 

-From 1992 to 1993 he 
worked as a Senior Program 

' Manager i n  the 
Decontamination and 
Decommissioning program, 
and was an Engineering Design 
Manager from 1990 to 1992. 

He has also worked as an Area 
Maintenance Supervisor, 
Supervisor of Machining 
Operations, a Tool and Process 
Engineer and a Model Maker. 
addition a 1 work experience 
before coming to Mound in 
.1979 was in the tool and die 
industry. 
. He received an Associate's 

degree.  from Sin'clair 
:Community College : : i n  
'Industrial Engineering in .1980, 

. , . . *  a:Bachelor of Science de?ee .in 
, Systems Engineering from 

Wright State university in 1987, 
and a Master of science degree 
i'n Hazardous Waste Material 
Management, from Southern 
Methodist University in 1994. 

Professional affiliations 
-include' the Society of 
M anu f ac t u ri n g En g i nee r s , 
International Society. of 
D econ ta mi n at i o n and 
Decommissioning, aiid the City 
of Miamisburg Ground Water 
Protection Committee. 

Zahora is a resident of 
hunterglen Ct., Miami 
Township. 

. 
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Fernald delays 
worm neighbors 

J 

Equipment woes 
slow cleanup 

CINCINNATI (AP) - Neigh- 
bors of a contaminated U.S. 
Department of Energy site 
said Monday they are con- 
cerned about a contractor’s 
problems that could delay 
cleanup of radioactive waste 
by 17 months. 

T h e y w e  worried that any 
delay could affect the Energy 
Department’s pledge to com- 
plete the cleanup at  the Fer- 
nald plant in 10 years for $4.8 
billion. Fernald Residents for 
Environmental Safety and 
Health has worked for years to 
get the government to hasten 
cleanup of the idled uranium 
processing plant 18 miles 
northwest of Cincinnati. 

“They keep assuring us that 
this will not affect the 10-year 
plan,” said Lisa Crawford, 
president of t h e  citizens 
group. “But that concerns us. 
This could possibly put a kink 
in it.” 

The contractor, Fernald 
Environmental Restoration 
and Management Corp., said 
the problems are with design- 
ing and obtaining equipment 
for a test plant that would 
enclose radioactive wastes in 
marble-sized glass chunks for 
long-term storage. The pro- 
cess is called vitrification. 

E n e r g y  D e p a r t m e n t  

spokesmm Gary Stegner said 
the delay could cost FERMCO 
$675,000 off its contract. The 
Energy Department pays 
FERMCO fees based on per- 
formance. 

The plant was to have 
started operating in June but 
will not open until at least 
January, officials said. 

The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency is waiting 
to see whether the Energy 
Department meets its dead- 
lines for the project, said Jim 
Saric, the EPA official who 
oversees Fernald. Deadlines 
for the cleanup were fured in 
an agreement between DOE 
and the EPA, and the Energy 
Department can be fined for 
missing deadlines. 

The delay may not be as 
long as 17 months if early tests 
of the pilot plant provide all 
the needed information, Saric 
said Monday. 

“So it may not be 17 
months. What they basically 
did is put us on notice,” Saric 
said from his Chicago office. 
“There’s no violation that’s 
occurred yet.” 

Fluor Daniel, the Irvine, 
Calif.-based parent company 
of FERMCO, signed a $2.2 bil- 
lion contract with the Energy 
Department in 1992 to clean 
up Fernald. Because of revi- 
sions, the contract is now 
worth about $1.5 bdion over 
the life of the project, Stegner 
said. 
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0 DOE seeks input 
- 

sfor new Mound 
contractor search 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

T h e  U.S. Department of 
Energy is seeking input from 
’Mound stakeholders on values 
and concerns in the choosing of 
a new contractor or contractors 
to manage the Mound facility. 

The present Mound nianage- 
ment contractor, EG&G, has 
notified the DOE that they will 
not seek renewal of their con- 
tract when it expires at the end 
of September. 

Oba Vincent, a representative 
of the DOE, met with the 

iamisburg City Council at 
e e i r  Nov. 21 meeting to outline 

the information the DOE -wants 
to receive from stakeholders. 

Vincent said the three areas of 
information sought by the DOE 
are values, objectives and con- 
cerns about a new contractor. 

“What are  the values you _ _  

would like to see exhibited by 
the new contractor which oper- 
ates Mound?” he said. “For ’ 

example, if safety is a value you 
want to mention, how can it be- 
measured? How would you 
determine a contractor’s safety 
record?’ 

Vincent said examples of pos- 
sible objectives for a new 
Mound contractor could include 
safely shutting down facilities, 
dispositioning waste, reducing 
overhead costs, implementing 
Mound 2000 or complying with 
environmental rules and regula- 
tions. 

“How should these objectives 
be stated and.measured?-” he 
asked. 

Vincent also wants to know if 
stakeholders have any other con- 
cerns which are not addressed 
by a value or objective. 

(Continued on Page 16) 
I 

Mound con L e e  

(Continued from Page 1) 
“An example of this is will the 

present staff of the Mound stay 
or  will the contractor bring in 
new people,” he said. 

Mike Grauwelman, president 
of the Miamisburg. Mound 
Community Improvement 
Corporation (MMCIC) said this 
is an opportunity for the city and 
citizens “to shape the future of .e way the new contractor will 

perate.. 
. I  “The opportunity has been laid 

at o i r .  doorstep and we must 
seize ,it,*’. he said. “The contrac-. 

. .  

tor is absolutely critical and we 
must give serious thought to our 
input.” 

Bernie Kokenge of B R K  
Association will assist the 
MMCIC in drafting that organi- 
zation’s input to the issue. 

Vincent said those stakehold- 
ers interested in submitting their 
own input to the process can 
pick up copies of the format at 
the Freedom of Information Act 
Reading Room at the Mound 
site or the CERCLA Reading 
Room at the Miamisburg Senior 

I 

Adult Center. When finished, 1 
they should be dropped off-at ! 
Vincent’s office. Call Vincent at 
866-3278 to ask questions. 

The DOE is asking for  
responses by the end o f !  
November, but will include later i 
input for inclusion into the next , . . 

draft of the Request for Proposal i 
docuriient that will be provided 
to potential Mound contractors. i 

“There are many fine contrac- i 

tors out there and we must find 

said Miamisburg Mayor Dick 1 
Church Jr. . 

one that will work best for us,” I 
I 
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*,. -L$MIMCIC:.*working to solve Space ... l a 
(Continued from Page 1) 

“The Mound would be low on -;#Mound space concerns 
. . . 

.. 
.,,’’’ . by STEVE‘SANDLIN 

: -. : .  -: .- Assistant Editor . 
. :..’. ,Fre$ing up space at the Mound 

for private business-to locate has 
been a concern, according to 
Mike Grauwelman, president of 
t h e  Miamisburg Mound 

.. . Community . Improvement 
:Corporation (MMCIC), but that 
problem isbeing solved. 

Grauwelman spoke on the 
issue at the Nov. 21 Miamisburg 
City. Council meeting. 

“We.need inventory space 
available for  when potential 
businesses come to us seeking a 
relocation site,” he said. .“And 
since Mound is still operational, 
it’s tough to get space out of the 
system. 

“We’re trying to pull back and 
consolidate so more space will 
be available,” said Grauwelman. 

As a part of that effort, some 
relocation projects are ongoing 
including the moving of Mound 
Manufacturing to’ Building 128, 

. . .  
the old ceramics building, and 
Soil Pak is moving from the 
business incubator to Building 
109, he said. 

“Three new facilities will be 
available in the next 30 days that 
will give us 100,000 square feet 
in inventory space,” said 
Grauwelman. 

He told the city council that as 
of October, eight buildings at the 
Mound are housing 17 business- 
es and 162 employees. 

In a - re la ted matter, 
Grauwelman told the city coun- 
cil that the MMCIC’s major 
concern for the Mound at the 
moment relates to the clean up 
efforts. 

“Our major concern is the fed- 
eral budget as it affects the clean 
up,” he said. “Some are propos- 
ing ‘risk based budgeting’ that 
would put a health and safety 
perspective first in who gets 
money for clean up first. 

(Continued on Page 16) 

the priority list in that context,” 
said Grauwelman, noting that 
other facilities are badly conta- 
minated and need much more 
clean up. 

The city will continue efforts 
with area Congressmen and the 
U.S. Department of Energy to 
assure that the Mound receives 
clean up funds in a timely man- 
ner. 
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Benefits of nuclear science outweigh transportation risks 
Re the Nov. 21 letter to the editor 

“People must speak out or. possible 
nuclear-waste,policy chahge”: 

The need to find safe, .permanent 
disposal for nuclear waste has been 
becoming more and more critical. 
Because these decisions will affect 
present and future generations, Con- 
gress provided for various parts of 
society to be involved in the decisions. 
Scientists, concerned citizens and 
members of Congress, industry and 
government aJ have participated in 
this process. Their involvement under- 
scores Yucca Mountain Repository’s 
commitment to protecting public 
health and safety. 

In 1982, Congress established a 
national policy to help solve the issue 
of high-level nuclear-waste disposal. 
This policy is in a federal law, the 
Nuclear Waste Policy Act. Congress 
based this policy on what most scien- 
tists agreed was the best way to dis- 
pose of nuclear waste. 

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act made 
.the U.S. Department of Energy 

responsible for locating, building and 
operating an underground disposal 
facility. Prominent scientists have rec- 
ommended that the best means of 
protecting the public health and 

safety and the enyironment while the 
radioactivity decayed would be to dis- 
pose of the waste in rock, deep under- 
ground. Current plans caIl for the 
waste to be placed in sealed metal 
alloy canisters placed in the floor of 
underground tunnels for permanent - 
not “temporary,” as the letter writer 
suggested - disposal. 

The proposed repository will be 
designed to contain the radioactive 
material and to minimize any radia- 
tion dose to people, animals and the 
environment. This will .be done by 
using layers of shielding, sealing the 
containers and, eventually, filling the 
holes and drifts. 

The shipping casks that contain the 
radiaactive material have been thor- 
oughly tested.  Scientists have 
attempted to destroy them in crash 

and lire tests and were unsuccessful in 
compromising the casks’ ability to 
effectively withstand accidents. 

In fact, despite all the transporta- 
tion activity to date, the nuclear mate- 
rial safety record is excellent. Tn four 
decades, there has not been a single 
death or injury due to the radioactive 
n a t u r e  of s p e n t  fue l  d u r i n g  
transportation. 

Nuclear power, medical research 
and radioactive consumer goods have 
become an integral part of our society. 
The benefits of nuclear science cer- 
tainly outweigh the risks, if we con- 
duct’  our business in a safe and 
responsible manner. 

JEFFREY R. KELLAR 
Franklin 
Mr. Kellar is a nuclear engineer. 
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Mound-area residents wage 
legal battle for radiation info 

Operators of the Mound. nuclear 
apons facility i? Miamisburg are at- e mpting to have the concerns and claims 

of Miamisburg residents thrown out of 
court. But residents arenot standing down 
in their legal battle, or in their own at- 
tempts to prove that radiation from the 
Mound has affected area residents for 
decades. 

On Nov. 3, U.S. District Judge Walter 
Rice heard from attorneys for EG&G 
Mound Applied Technologies and 
Monsanto Research Corp., both of which 
operated the plant under govemmentcon- 
tracts. The attorneys argued that the resi- 
dents have failed to find excessive radio- 
active emissions and motioned for .the 
case to be dismissed. 

Louise Roselle, attorney for 
Miamisburg residents, countered, with. 
information that there have been clear 
violations. These excessive radiation lev- 
els were reoorted in public documents. 

which are n o y  declassified, reported 210 
off-site monitoring samples, while the 
public documents referred to only 146 test 
samples. She said the declassified docu- 
ments also show excssive radiation re- 
leases. 

Roselle said she believes even more 
information that could help the residents’ 
case is hidden in classified documents. 

”The case has been going on for over 
four years, and there have been many 
motions in this case,“ she said. But what 
there hasn‘t been in this case is the open- 
ing of Mound operating records. “The 
discovery has ‘not been completed,” she 
said. 

As of press time, Rice had not yet 
decided on the motion. The suit seeks 
damages for property value decreases due 
to Mound releases and for personal disk 
tress..The residents are also seeking medi- 
cal monitoring for the surrounding area. 

Sandra Woodard lives in Miamisbure 
Rosell;! also beiieves information a :  and is one.of the plaintiffs in the lawsui; 

She would like to see consistent health 
monitoring. 

. ”Something’s not right,” she Said 
about health probievs in her neighbor- 
hood, including three casesof babies with 

about exceeded limits exists in classified 
documents. She said she obtained two 
classified documents from 1960 that-read 
much’ differently from their public illfor- 
mation counterparts. The documents, 

anencephaly who would have been born 
withnobrain.”Weseeit,butthey [Mound 
operators] don’t want toseeit.Sometimes 
you have to sue to get attention and get 
stuff done.” 
- Woodard will participate in a health 

survey organized by residents. The last 
workshop to organize this survey will be 
held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 
8, at the Carnegie Center in Miamisburg. 
Residents will help formulate the survey 
and decide what questions should be ad- 
dressed. Those wanting to volunteer to 
administer the survey can sign up to par- 
ticipate. 

Sharon Cowdrey, who is organizing 
the workshop, said that the survey will 
collect information about exact illnesses 
and conditions that are present near the 
Mound. She said Mound officials have 
never believed area health problems are 
caused by radiation releases, and survey 
results - no matter what they show - 
aren‘t likely to change their minds. But it 
will be helpful information to thecommu- 
nity; 

“At least we’ll find out what we’reup 
against,” she said. 

The workshop is free and open to all. . 
To get more information about the work- 
shop, call Sharon Cowdrey at 847-9697. 
Anyone unable to attend can contact 
Cowdrey for volunteer information. 

- Michelle Tedford 
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. Round has big role in Jupiter mission 
By BETH CALLAHAN 
The Chronicle 

~~ ~ 

When the spacecraft Galileo 
brings Jupiter to Earth on 
Thursday, Carlisle School Board 
member Gary Morris will closely 
watch the historical encounter 
with many co-workers a t  the Mi- 
amisburg Mound. 

Accordina to Morris. the areak 
backyard ” 
neighbor, the 
Mound, plays 
an  important 
role in 
NASA’s 
space pro- 
grams. 

According 
to Mark 
Becker; 
EG&G Morris 
Mound Applied Technologies 
public relations manager, not 

are the radioisotopic ther- 
lectric generators (RTGs) 

as  the main source 
for spacecraft as- 

sembled at the Mound, but the 
concept of nuclear batteries was 
created by two Mound scientists, 
Kenneth Jordan and John Bur- 
den after a luncheon discussion 
back in 1954. . 

By the 1960s, not only was the 
thermal energy which is found 
in nuclear batteries being used 
to manufacture artificial heart 
pumps, pacemakers and clothing 
heaters for the Navy, astro- 
nauts, pilots and arctic research 
teams, but it was being used to 
generate electrical power for 
many space flights. 

When Pioneer 10 was launched 
in 1972, it was the first space- 
craft to rely wholly on an  RTG 
for its electrical power, and it 
was the Mound scientist that 
processed and encapsulated the 
heat source, plutonium-238, for 
this nuclear electric power. 

According to RTG’s program 
manager, A1 Koehler, because 
RTG‘s have what is called a long 

.See “MOUND” on Page 10 

Continued From Page 1 
half-life ... after 87.8 years, the 
RTG will still have half of its 
original power, then, in another 
87.8 years, i t  will still have half 
of its remaining power, etc., 
these earlier missions, such a s  
the Pioneer and Voyager are still 
operating although the monitor- 
ing stations at NASA have been 
shut down. 

Koehler did note that  occasion- 
ally the monitoring stations.are 
turned back on to read some of 
the data that is being sent back. 

Morris, who is a vice president 
a t  the Mound, said that Pioneer 
10 was the first human-made 
macecraft to leave the solar SYS- 
tem and i t  is being powered b y  
an RTG. 

T IT is on Thursday tha t  
glas Gabriel, manager of * G heat sourceFtTG produc- 

tion, Morris, Koehler, and 
Becker along with many other 
co-workers will be watching Ga- 
lileo. The spacecraft, which was 

launched in October 1980, will 
send its recordings of Jupiter to 
Earth. 

Galileo, which is named after 
Galileo Galilei the Italian Re- 
naissance scientist who discov- 
ered Jupiter’s four largest satel- 
lites, has two major components, 
a planetary orbiter which is 
powered by two RTG’s, and a n  
atmospheric entry probe that  
was released earlier in  July to 
make its way into Jupiter’s at- 
mosphere. 

On Thursdfiy, the two are 
scheduled to rendezvous with 
Jupiter, with the probe sending 
data to the orbiter before i t  loses 
contact through either disinte- 
gration or lack of power. I t  is 
only expected to survive for 75 
minutes Koehler said. 

Then, for the next 22, months, 
the orbiter will follow a series of 
elliptical paths including the 
Great Red Spot, a long persist- 
ing storm system, and Jupiter’s 
magnetail, the strongest source 
of radio signals in our solar sys- 
tem except for the sun. 

According to a NASA Facts 
sheet, scientist believe that  Ju- 
piter still has much of the origi- 
nal cosmic material from which 
the solar system was formed and 
that the 18 experiments that 
Galileo is to perform will give 
scientists enough information 
for years of study. 

Morris noted that after the 22 
months of observation, Galileo 
will remain orbiting around Ju- 
piter indefinitely and will con- 
tinue to gather and transmit 
data until its energy supply is 
exhausted or enters the Jovian 
atmosphere. 

While some people believe the 
Mound i s  shutting down, that’s 
not entirely true, according to 
Morris. I t  is the weapons produc- 
tion that  was eliminated and is 
in the process of being cleaned 
up. Currently, the Mound is 
working on Project Cassini 
which is scheduled to fly to Sat- 
urn in 1997. And if approved, 
the Pluto Express which is 
scheduled to  fly to Pluto in 2001. 



Miamisburg News 
. Miamisburg, OH 

(W = 7,000) 

. . - . . . . 

. -. - 2 -  

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

On Thursday, the Galileo spacecraft will send 
photos and data from Jupiter from a probe it 
launched in July. .4?d a piecc of Mound technolo- 
gy has made it all possible. 

A special piece of equipment designed and built 
at the Mound plant in hliamisburg is providing all 
the electricity for the Galileo mission. This piece 
of equipment. a radioisotopic thermoelectric sen- 
erator or RTG, is widely known as a nuclear bat- 
tery. 

“When you are sending a craft into deep space. 
you need a reliable power source,” said AI 
Koehler, program manager for the RTG program at - ~- 

e Mound. 

ou can‘t j us t  use ;i really long extension cortl 
and to use solar cclls when you are out past Mars: 
they worild have.to be too big, cumbersome and 
heavy. 

“Solar cells to power the Galileo would have to 
expand to 2,000 square feet and would weigh 

1 .OOO pounds.” he said. “While the two RTGs on 
the Galileo weigh only 268 pounds. 

Scientist Thomas Seebeck noted that dissimilar 
metals will react to heat by producing electricity. 

“The RTGs use silicon and germanium and we 
use a radioisotope as a heat source,” said Koehler. 
T h e  radioisotope used is Plutonium 238, a non- 
weapons :ride material with an 87-year half life 

, that affords the RTGs their reliability. 
“If it  fails, there’s no gas station at Jupiter that 

j can make a repair,” said Koeliler. “The RTG has  to 
he reliable.” 

THE GALILEO was launched in October 1989 
and has been transmitting data for 22 months. 

During its journey to Jupiter, the Galileo cap- 
tured the first pictures of the Shoemaker-Levy 

omet when it broke into 21 parts and plunged 

RTGs create eiectricity using the Seebeck Effect. 

. .  . 

o the heart of Jupiter. 6 ‘Each one of those 2 1 p i t s  relcaszd nitre m a ~ y  
1 that any nuclear weapon ever has on Earth,” said 

Koehler. “It also got some pictures In the asteroid 
belt. including a pictcre of asteroid Ida and its 
moon. Dactyl.” 

_ _ _ _  . . - - -  -- . . . .  . - . -. __ . .. 

The Galileo launched its atmospheric probe . 

toward Jupiter in July and Thu’rsday. isthe day 
when the probe wili enter Jupiter’s atmo..:;>h;’i-,: x:i! 
transmit data and pictures from tha: ?l;iner. 

“It’s expected to burn tip after about ;ti1 !IOiir. hr:: 
NASA expects to get some :ntercs:ing c!::’!:, i ~ . : i ~ o r ~  
that.” s i d  Koehler. 
64111011~ the data S O l ~ ~ h t  by G;[lileo ! ! ~ i ~ l ~ i ! ~  th!s 

mission is solid-state imaging of‘ Jtipiti-r’ai ii:)ud 
(Continued on Page 1d I 

. - . . - . . . . . .. . -- 
. -. 

(Continued from Page 1) 
cover, infrared mapping of Jupiter and its satel- 
lites, measuring gases in the atmosphere and 
search for complex molecules, measure and moni- , 
tor Jupiter’s magnetic fields and more. 

THE NEXT mission that will be powered by 
Mound RTGs will  be NASA’s Cassini Saturn sci- 
ence probe. 

“The Cassini is a joint effort between 16 coun- 
tries that will be the largest spacecraft ever , . 
launched.” said Kochler. “It’s mission will be to 
cneck out the rings of Saturn and map the surface 
of Titan. Saturn’s largest moon.” 

He said Titan is of particular interest to scientists. 
because it is one of the few moons discovered that 
has an atmosphere. 

The Cassini will be launched in October of 1997 
and the Mound is hard at workon the three RTGs 
that will supply the electricity for the craft. 

“We’ll assemble the RTGs and ship them to 
Cape Kennedy, where they will be installed and 
launched,” said Koehler. 

craft launched, he said. 

expensive crafts in the future,” said Koehler. 

The Cassini will probably be the last large space 

“NASA will probably have to use smaller. less 



Miamisburg News 
Miamisburg, OH 
(W = 7,000) 

cavy at 
A Miamisburg company made 

:.ip of former Mound scientists 
;ind engineers has teamed u p  
with the Naval Surface Warfare 
Center to develop safety devices 
used on explosive systems ran:- 
i a g  from missile warheads to 
;LLI tomo bi le airbags. 

The agreement was formalized 
i n  ii Washington ceremony witti 
ic!iresentatives from EG&G Star 
City Jnc. and other officials on 
Friday. 

“This agreement will bring 
more jobs to Miamisburg and 
allow Star City to continue 
growing,” said Rep. Tony Hall 
fD-Ohio), who hosted the cere- 
mony. “It will help the commu- 
nity preserve and increase the 
unique technology at the Mound 
plant that we would otherwise 
lose.” 

Star City was founded in June 
1994 following the 1992 deci- 
sion to close the Energy 
‘Depart rn e n t ’ s hl i a m i s b u r g 
Mound Plant. 

The company‘s main office is 
located in one of the former 
Mound explosive assembly 
areas, which is still owned by 
the Energy Department. The 
leasing arrangement was made 
possible as a result of legislation 
Hall wrote in 1993. 

Star City employs 18 people, 
all former Mound employees. 
The company develops explo- 
sive materials and components 
for clients including the Energy 
Department, .4ir Force and 
General Motors. 

“The pannership between Star 
City and the Navy will cut costs 
and improve safety for the 

-_ * . . 

Navy,” said Hall. “It’s a re:; win 
for the taxpayers.” 

The partnership is knri.. :I as a 
Cooperative Resear-::] and 
Development Agreement 
(CRADA). 

The partners are the Dahlgren 
(Virginia) and Indian Head 
(Maryland) Divisions of the 
Naval Surface Warfare Center 
and EG&G Electro-Optics of . 
S a1e.m. ill ass . , i‘i h i c h i) w n s 
EG&G Star City Inc. of 
Miamis burg. 

Under the agieement, the Navy 
will design and test the new sys- 
tems which will be constructed 
by EG&G Electro-Optics and 
EG&G Star City. The EG&G 
Washington Analytical Services 
Center located at  both Indian 
Head and Dahlgren will coordi- 
nate the effort between EG&G 
and the Navy. 

.~ 

MESH, Miamisburg for 
Environmental Safety and 
Health, will hold a hands-on 
workshop to develop a commu- 
n i t y  health survey from 9:30 
a.m. to 230  p.m. Friday at the 
Carnegie Center at Library Park. 

The workshop will be lead by 
consultants from the Boston 

. .  

University School of Public 
Health and JSI - Center for 
Environmental Health Studies. 

People interested in participat- 
ing in the workshop and who are 
willing to work on the health 
survey should contact Sharon 
Cowdrey, MESH president at 
847-9697 for more information 
. 
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The Miamisburg Youth 
Cznter’s annual November 
fundraising drive was a rousing 
xccess and it’s a good thing it 
was, according to Director Sue 
Knchbaum. . 

”In the past year, our number 
of visits from kids are up dra- 
matically,” she said. “It’s up 
Jbout 43 percent over last year.” 

And it looks as though those 
numbers w i l l  continue to 
1 ncrease 

Krichba~m said that the num-, 
bers were u p  even higher in 
October. 

“The numbers were u p  260 
percent over the same month last 
;;ear,” she said. 

Krichbaum said the Youth 
Center had hoped to raise 
$2,200 during t h i s  yea r ’ s  
fundraising drive and the drive 
did much better than expected. 

“We were hoping for $2,200 
. and we came close to doubling 

it,” she said. “That’s great 
because we need a lot of stuff 
with these kind of numbers., 

“IT SEEMS the Youth Center 
has become an ‘in’ place for a 
lot of the kids in iMiamisburg 

.and they are comins in droves,“ 
said Krichbaum. “We’re happy 
to be here for them.“ 

Businesses in the community 
played a big part in the success 
of the fundraising drive this 
year, according to Krichbaum. 

Farmers 6r Merchants Bank 
and FifthjThird Bank supplied 
matching funds for those donat- 
ed to the center and others 
donated a lot of items for the use 
of the center. 

EG&G donated a lot of tables 
and chairs for the center and the 
American Lesion Post No. 165 
in Miamisburg donated a new 
couch and a television set to the 
center. 

“These businesses and organi- 
zations have been terrific in  
helping out the Youth Center,” 
said Frank Smith, president of 
the center’s board of directors. 
“It would be difficult to supply 
these needed services to our 
youth without their help.” 

. .- 

. 

_- 
. .. ... . 
. . .. . 

. .  . . 

- MARK BECKER of EGSrG Mound, Ray Shambrock of Farmers & Merchants Bank, 
Dick Ennis of the American Legion and Dan Sadlier of FiftWhird Bank, pass on dona- 
tions for the Miamisburg Youth Center to Frank Smith, president of the center’s board of 
directors. - . ._ _ _  PHOTO BY STEVE SANDLIN 

-- - 
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Earl N. Fray, president and 
general rnanaser DT- EG&G 
,M ou nd A p p 1 i e d T x  h no I og ie s , 
recently announced the appoint- 
ment of W G  new vice-presidents 
for the company located i n  
Miamisburg. EG&G operates 
the Mound Plant for the United 
States Department of Energy. 

Monte .A. Williams was 
named vice president. for 
Environmental Restoration, 
while James J .  Zahora was 
named vice president of Waste 
?ifana= Oement. 

Williams. an employee at 
Ylound since 1.983. \vi11 be 
resoonsibie for  \Iounci's 
Environmental Restoration pro- 
gram under the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, 
Compensation and Liability Act 
(CERCLX) and the decontami- 
nation and decommission of 
facilities at. Mound. 
Environmental restoration pro- 
jects  a t  hlound utilize 
mu 1 t i  - f ac.e t e d t e c h n i q ue s and 
processes that assure compli- 
ance with state and federal regu- 
lations. 

Before assuming his new 
re s p o n s i b i I i t IJ Wi 1 1 i ams served 
as manager of Environmental 
Restoration from 1993 to 1995. 
His responsibilities included 
managing a staff of 75 employ- 
ees wi th  an annual  budget of 
$50 million. During his tenure, 
consolidation of two major envi- 
ronmental cleanup programs 
were completed while maintain- 
ing resources and quality stan- 
dards required for CERCLA. He 
was also. responsible for stream- 
lining numerous cleanup opera- 
tions by reducing levels of man- 
agement while maintaining pro- 
gram commitments. 

From 1992 to 1993, h e  
worked as an engineering man- 
ager For Environmental 
Restoration and was a project 
operable unit manager for. 
Environmental Restoration from 

1991 to 1992. He has also 
served as a senior project engi- 
neer and area maintenance 
supervisor since coming to 
Mound. His prior work experi- 
ence included serving as a pro- 
ject engineer for the Monsanto 
Company in St. Louis. MO. 

He received his bachelor of 
science degree i n  mechanical 
engineering from the University 
of Missouri i n  1980, and his 
master of business administra- 
tion from Southern Illinois 
U n i v e rs i t y -Edwards v i 11 e, i n 
1985. He is a registered profes- 
sional engineer in the State of 
Ohio and holds required certifi- 
cation for hazardous waste oper- 
ations. He is also a member of 
the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers and has 
been a recipient of The Award of 
Excellence f o r  Significant 
Contributions to the United 
States Xuclear Weapons pro- 
gram. 

Williams is a resident of 
Lincolnshire Lane in 

- -  
Springboro. -- - 

Zahora assumes the responsi- 
bility for Waste Management 
operations at the Mound Plant. 
This program manages radioac- 
t ive,  hazardous. and mixed 
wastes from the plant site i n  
accordance with all re,oulatory 
requirements and Department of 

: Energy orders. This includes the 
treatment, storage, disposal, and 

j minimization activities associat- 
I ed with Mound's waste. 
i Before assuming his new 

position, Zahora served as an I environmental restoration sec- 
; tion manager since 1993, where 
1. he was responsible for planning, 

design i n 8. s c h ed u 1 in g , i mple- 
menting, and coordinating all 
Mound environmental restora- 

: tion projects, including CER- 
CLA and decontamination and 
decommissioning activities for 
the site. . .. _. - 

I 

. .  . .. 

Monte Williams 

James Zahora __-- - 
. .  - . . . ._ . - 

. .. - .  
. . . . a  

.... .. .. 

, . ... 
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From i992 t o  1993, he 
worked as a senior program 

anaser in the Decontamination 

and was an engineering design 
manager from 1990 to 1992. He 
has also worked as an area 
maintenance supeivisor, super- 
visor of machining operations, a 
tool and process engineer and a 
model maker. Additional work 
experience before coming to 
Mound i n  1979 was in the tool 
and die industry. 

6 and Decommissioning program. 

He received an associate’s 
degree in industrial engineering 
from Sinciair Community 
College i n  i9SO. a bachelor of 
science degree in systems engi- 
neering from Wright State 
University in 19S7, and a master 
of science degree in hazardous 
waste materials management, 
from Southern Methodist 
University in 1993. 

Professional affiliations 
include the Society of 
Manu fact u ri n g Engineers, 
International Society of 
Decon tamination and 
Decommissioning, and the City 
of Miamisburg Ground Water 
Protection Committee. . . 

Zahora is a resident of 
Hunterglen Court i n  Miami 
Township. 

The nation’s largest firm ded- 
icated to onsite cleanup of haz- 
ardous and radioactive wastes 
has opened an office in 
Miamisburg at 521 Byers Road, 
Suite 107. OHM Remediation 
Services Corp. (OHM) officially 
opened its doors at this location 

James L. Kirk, OHM’S chair- 
man, president, and CEO said, 
“As an Ohio-based company 
since our beginnings here in 
1969, we feel it is important to 
extend the reach of our corpo- 
rate resources more fu l ly  into I the Miamisburg area. 

’ According to Steve. Shirley, 
’ director of DOE programs .and 
general manazer of the new 
o f f i cc . I n i t i  a 11 y, this o ff ice ’ s 
focus v.41 be tc support business 
de\ie!opment efforts for the 
?<par:mc!it  of Energy Ohio 

1;: f o r  :I12 upcoming contract 

No\/. 1.  . 

Fi-:I,j ,., (JG;.. ,,,.L. , sires and specifical- 

re-bid for the Mound site.” 
The iMiamisburg office wi4l 

also support other efforts with 
industrial and government cus- 
tomers in  Southwest Ohio,  
including OHM’ s ongoing con- 
tract at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base. 

A subsidiary of OHM 
Corporation, the firm has per- 
formed work at several other 
Department of Energy facilities, 
including current projects at the 
Weldon Spring Site in Missouri; 
the Monticello Millsite in Utah; 
Knolls Atomic Power 
Laboratory in Schenectady, New 
York;. and a chemical disposal 
facility in Arnes, Iowa. 

The fastest growing company 
in the environmental business, 
OHM also provides services to 
various Department of Defense 
agencies. such as the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. the U.S. Air 
Force. and the U.S. Navy‘s 

Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command. Industrial customers 
include companies in the manu- 
facturing, chemical. petroleum, 
and transportation industries. 

OHM is headquartered in 
Findlay, Ohio, where i t  was 
founded in 1969. The company 
works closely with The 
University of Findlay and other 
institutions of higher learning to 
train workers in how to operate 
safely on hazardous, toxic, and 
radioactive waste sites. 

At its 35-acre corporate com- 
plex, the company houses envi- 
ronmental analytical and treata- 
6ility laboratories, a full-service 
remediation equipment fabrica- 
tion and maintenance center, and 
site operations training center. 
OHM employs approximately 
3,000 at 30 facilities across the 
United States, indudin?  approx- 
imately 500 in Ohio. 

. 

. .  

- --- - . . .. . 
. -  . . .  . 
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Mound’s generators let 
Jupiter probe stav alive 

A I 

By Timothy R. Gaffney 
DAYlON DAILY NEWS 

Six years ar.d nearly 600 mil- 
lion miles from Earth. 
Galileo’s epic wyage through 
the soiar system reaches a cli- 
max today when it is sup- 
posed to  swing into orbit 
around Jupiter - and some 
people at the Xound Plant 
who hebed make the mission ~~~~~~ 

are holding their 
aths. 
We’re all excited. There’s a 

here in the Gali- 
lee mission.” said G u y  L. 
Morris. vice president of 
nuclear energy programs for 
EG&G Mound Applied Tech- 
nologes. che plant operator. 

Powering the robot space- 
craft is a pair of plutonium- 
fueled generatox called 
RTGs. or Radioisotope Ther- 
moelectric Generators. 

The RTGs convert thermal 
heat from decaying 
Plutonium-238 into electrical 
power. 

Mound scientists and engi: 
neers developed the RTG 
technology in the 1950s, and 
every space probe to  the outer 
planets has depended on 
Mound-assembled RTGs for 
power. 

Galileo’s RTGs together put 
out 520 watts -not even 
enough to run a kitchen toast- 
er. But it has powered 
Galileo’s cameras, sensors 

J 

0 Jove 
CONTINUED FROM/lA 

has already swept past Venus, 
Earth and two asteroids. Similz 
RTGs have powered other space- 
craft on missions lasting more 
than 20 years. 

“It’s better than the Energizer 
Bunny,” Moms said. 

The RTGs are vital to the mis- 
sion because Jupiter is too far 
from the sun for solar cells to be 
effective, and the spacecraft 
couldn’t cany enoggh batteries 
or fuel cells for its years-long 
voyage. 

Moms and other Mound work- 
ers plan to monitor NASA’s pub- 
lic television channel todsy as 
Galileo is expected to maneuver 
into Jupiter’s orbit. whde a probe 
it released last July makes a fiery 
plunge into the giant planet’s 
atmosphere - the first human 
device to enter the atmosphere 
of a planet beyond Mars. 

The probe will vaporize in 
Jupiter’s swirling clouds, but it 
should last long epough to trans- 
mit about 70 minutes of precious 
data back to Galileo, which wzll 
relay it back to Earth. 

Galileo xill then continue on a 
two-year mission to study Jupi- 
ter and some of its 16 known 
moons. While other spacecraft 
have flown past Jupiter and 
other outer planets, Galileo 
be the first to orbit me. 

Even as they wait to hear how 
Galileo fares,- Moms and his 
department are getting ready for 

. . . . . .  
. .  . ASSOCIATED PRE. 1T-7, L. . m - . . > - - .  
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6iint.ofli&aet: ..-: .. The arrow. shows where. _ .  ---. 
. . . .  . .-i ;- 
. . . .  Gahleo’srprobe will likely.ehd up. 

future space missions. While 
much has been written about the 
end of Mound’s weapons-related 
work for the Department of 
Energy, its space-related work 
continues. 

“We’re now in the process of 
assembling and testing three 
new RTGs” for NASA’s Cassini 
spacecraft, scheduled to blast off 
for Saturn in 1997. Morris said. 

Mound also would make a 
small RTG for Pluto Express, an 
ambitious NASA plan to shoot a 
small probe to the farthest- 
lmown planet in the solar system 
esrly in the next century. That 
program has yet to be funded, 
Moms said. 

h t t p y m .  jpl.nas~gov/galilea/ 
NASA’s Project Galileo home 

Page 

htfpzihw. jpl.nasa.gov/galilea/ 
B A profile of Jupiter, with images 
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By Jane E. Allen Johnson, Galileo project scientist 
ASSOCIATE0 PRESS at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labo- 

ratory in Pasadena. “Wow! You 
PASADENA, Calif. - A 745- never really believe it. till you see 

pound probe from the Galileo it.*, 
spacecraft entered the harsh, After slamming into the atmo- 
whirling gases of Jupiter’s atmo- 
Where Thursday and sent back ,squat cone dropped more than 
75 minutes of precious data -125 miles by parachute, sending 

data before being crushed by air before it disintegrated. 
-pressure 20 times greater than chemical data from the probe, Earth,s. 

Galileo fired its thrusters andl 

two years of study. analyzed the atmospheres of 

there were handshakes and back dierent; the giant Planet is Sur- 
slaps all around when it was con- munded by Powem magnetic 
firmed at 3:15 p.m. that the fields and intense radiation, and 
probe was transmitting informa- is mzde up mostly-of hydrogen 
tion back to its trailing GaUeo and helium, the elements in the 
mother ship. primordial mix that once con- 

sphere at 106,000 mph, the giant, 

After receiving. weather 
. .  

entered orbit around Jupiter for . space II’lissions have 

NASA workers cheered and ‘Mal3 and Venus. But Jupiter iS 

“Fantastic!” said Torrence densed into the solar system. 
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Gore 
defends- 
O’Learv 

J 

Says costly tiips 
paid off jobs 
By, Sally Buzbee 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WASHINGTON - Vice Presi-. 
dent Al Gore defended Energy 
Secretary Hazel O’Leary’s exten- 
sive spending on overseas trips 
Sunday, praising her for using 
the journeys to create jobs. 
“All that stuff doesn’t sound 

good and she’s the first to want 
to correct any excesses that 
might be found,” Gore said, after 
the Los Angeles Times reported 
O’Leary stayed in luxury hotels 
and flew on a charter jet often 
rented by rock stars. 

“She herself has requested an 
inspector general investigation 
and review,” Gore said on NBC’S 
Meet the Press. But he added: “I 
think it ought to be put in 
perspective.” , 

On a trip to South Africa using 
the  chartered je t ,  O’Leary 
“created thousands of American 
jobs and billions of dollars in con- 
tracts for companies in this 
country,” Gore said. 
- “There’s nobody in the Cabinet 
ivho has done a better job of cut- 
ting costs, of eliminating wastes. 
She’s done a fabulous job in rein- 
venting government and elimi- 
nating unnecessary spending.” 
. Records o b t a i u n q e r  the 
Freedom of Information Act 
show O’Leary has spent millions 
on overseas trips, far more than 
other Cabinet members, and 
often travels in grander style, the 
Ximes said. 
’ O’Leary, who proposed s ib-  

stantial budget cuts for her 
agency earlier this year, also 
hired an old friend as the 
agency’s “conflict resolution 

. 
MONDAY. DECEMBER 1 I, 1995 o 9 A  

ombudsman,” a new position 
&h a $93,166 annual salary and 
$12,700 annual living expenses, 
the newspaper said. - O’Leary responded t o  the 
Times story by announcing - 
tjefore it was published - that 
she had asked the department’s 
inspector general to review the 
‘!facts on which the article is 
based” and assess her office’s 
practices. 

“The article overlooks the vital 
national interests that have been 
advanced on our overseas 
missions,” she said Saturday, 
estimating the benefit of busi- 
ness deals concluded during the 
trips at $2.4 bibon. 
: O’Leary also has been criti- 
Qzed by members of Congress for 
@ring a private firm to rate how 
news reporters covered her 
agency. 

. . .. . . . . . . . . , ,- .  .. . __ 
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ENERGY CHIEF SAFE: Energy Sec- 
retary Hazel O’Leary, entangled 
in a.controversy over her foreign 
travels, received a measure of 
support from the White House on 
Tuesday. 

doing a superb job as secretary of 
energy,” White House press sec- 
retary Mike McCuny said. White 
House sources had said that Chief 
of Staff Leon Panetta had repri- 
manded O’Leary on Monday 
because of a Los Angeles Tinks 
sto:ry on Sunday about her 
sometimes-lavish overseas trips. 
She has taken 16 trips overseas, 
including some in chartered 
aircraft. 

“The president believes she is . 
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The 
United States 

Department of Energy 
needs YOU! 

At the next 

MOUND 

Canal Focus Group Meeting 

Tuesday, 
January9, 1996 

7 : O O  P.M. 
Mound Plant 

Cafeteria 

Topics t o  include: 
Risk Communications 

Open House Topics 
Brochure 

Iriterested citizens a r e  encouraged to si tend and  participate. Questions can 
h e  referred to: Jolene Walker. EG&G Community Relations. (5 13j 865-4 140. 
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Center 1 in Miamisburg 
teaches through science 

.- 

By Lisa Kasperski 
FOR THE DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

oused in the old sanctuary of 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Miamisburg’s nonprofit Experi- 

Center teaches schoolchildren to take 
care of the Earth through hands-on 
science activities. 

Deborah and John Gill founded the 
center three years ago on funds pro- 
vided through an outreach program of 
EG&G. It was originally in the bath- 
house at the Miamisburg Water Park. 

That location, provided by the 
Miamisburg Parks and Recreation 
department, worked well-except they 
could only use the sp‘gTc‘e-from Octo- 
ber to April when the bathhouse was 
not in use. 

“Our new place of residence is sim- 
ply a wonderful accommodation and 
it allows us to teach year-round,” Mrs. 
Gill said. 

Mrs. Gill does most of the teaching, 
which includes teaching children 

e 

about the physical 
properties of water, 
soil and air. One 
topic being taught . really good is the current 
cleanup of the 

‘This is a 

thing. I never Mound€acility and 
the canal, the result 
of a 1969 spill of thought 
plutonium at the 

Mrs. Gill said 
about 3,000 children 
wvdl use the center 
this year. some com- 
ing from as far away 

ton public schools. Spring Valley and 
Miami T i p .  
”All these projects being hands-on 

make learning more hin because we 
get to do more than just look at the 
stuff.” said Calvin Bell. a fifth-grader 

science was lab. 

. so fun.’ 
Alonzo Davis e as MOROW, and some as local as Day- 

. 
from Emily Barnett’s class at Bauer 
Elementaxy School in Miami Twp. 

“This is a really good thing,” said 
classmate Alonzo Davis. “I never 
thought science was so fun.” 

“I thmk that this place is very neat,” 
said Amy McFadden. “It’s a place 
where kids learn about the earth and 
all its inhabitants.” 

Each session is fast-paced, with 
Mrs. Gdl taking the time to let the 
students ask questions and ponder 
issues. 

“I want the kids to develop consid- 
eration and a sensitivity to nature,” 
she said. “We need to think about 
what we, as a community, and as indi- 
viduals can do to enrich the resources 
that we have. The idea of the commu- 
nity working together to enrich itself 
has always been a goal of the Experi- 
Center.” 

Current funding for the program 
comes from private donations and 
from service organizations. EG&G 
continues to partially fund the pro- 
gram with monies from CIRCLA, a 
component of the environmental res- 
toration program. 

“The Experi-Center is a very useful 
tool,” said Jolene Walker, community 
relations for the environmental resto- 
ration program through EG&G. “It 
helps us explain to the children and, 
in turn, the greater community what 

exactly is going on at Mound regard- 
ing the cleanup. Debbie does a won- 
derful job with this program and itls 
incredible to watch the kids respond 
to her and the material they are learn- 
ing.” 

Mrs. Gill has dreams for the future 
of a r‘,ver lab, involving the river coni- 
dor and the water park. For now, she 

‘is content teaching the children. 
“Teaching the children is like touch- 

ing magic,” she said. 

- 

Getting ready: Trista Graham, 11, dons protective gear as she pre- 
pares for class. 



Suited up: Deborah Gill 
als at the Experi-Center. 

(left) helps Matt Coleman, 10, and Ivory Robertson, 10, simulate testing for toxic materi- 

a 
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Qayment 
issued in 
Fernald 
lawsuit 
BY MIKE GALLiAGHER 

.. The Cincinnati Enquirer 
. Former Fernald workers have 

begun receiving partial payments 
as part of a precedent-setting $20 

. million settlement agreement last 
year nith the government. 

Approximately 4,200 people 
who worked at the former urani- 
um-processing plant between 1952 
and 1988 received checks this 
week and last week ranging from a 
few dollars to more than $1,000, 
depending 3n length of service. 

The agreement, approved by 
U.S. District Judge Sandra Beck- 

ith on Dcc. 22. 1994, called for e 5 million to be set  aside for 
lifetime medical monitoring for the 
workers, and 315 million to com- 
pensate :hem for emotional dis- 
tress and io pay their attorneys.. 

T h e  -workers’ 1 9 9 0  lawsuit  
claimed, among other things, that 
the government failed to inform 
them of how dangerous the work- 
ing conditions were at  the plant, 
which processed radioactive mate- 
rial for use in nuclear weapons. 

The settlement - negotiated 
by Stanley M. Chesley of Cincin- 
nati, who filed the lawsuit on behalf 
of the workers - is expected to 
set  a pattern for an additional 60 
go ve r n tile n t nu c 1 e a r w e  a po ns 
plants across the United States, 
including facilities near Dayton and 
Portsmouth, Ohio, and Paducah, 
KY. 

“The judge ordered that we get 
a distribution out to the workers 
before the end of 1995, and we did 
that.” said Eric Kearney, t h e  
court-appointed trustee overseeing 
the settlement payouts. “We will 
e making another  distribution 

.kcording to Kearney, the ini- 
tial payment to the workers was 
based on a formula of 50 percent of 
3 projected S200-per-year for each 
year of service. 

e ometime in 1996.” 
. 

TIIUKSDAY 0 DECEMBER 25,1995 

. 
Kearney said he so far has re- 

ceived only 14 complaints from the 
more than 4,200 settlement recipi- 
ents, with most arguing they were 
entitled to more money. 

“There are a couple of things 
that the workers have to under- 
stand about how we arrived at  
their settlement figures,” Kearney 
said. 

He said one that the US. De- 
partment of Energy and NLO Inc. - the government contractor that 
ran Fernald - provided him with 
was possibly erroneous “first-hired 
dates” for the workers. . 

“For instance, we found in some 
cases that the DOE and NLO in the 
1950s would promote a worker 
and then change their retords to 
say that the promotion date was 
the  person’s first-hired date,” 
Kearney said. 

“To determine what a worker 
should be paid, we had them pro- 
vide us with documentation as  to 
when they were hired, and we 
researched the (DOE and NLO) 
records as well.” he said. “If we 
couldn’t substantiate the date a 

(Please see FERNALD, 
Page BS) 

Fernald: Partial payment ‘ 
sent to former employees 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1 
worker claimed he was first hired, 
we paid them (an initial check) for 
the period of time that wasn’t 
disputed and we are continuing to 
research the records.” 

If a worker’s claim is later vali- 
dated through the records, “they 
will be paid the additional money 
with their next settlement pay- 
ment,” Kearney said. “We thought 
that was a fair way to proceed.” 

Kearney said workers also don’t 
understand how the money is being 
divided. 

According to court records, the 
$20 million settlement has or will 
be paid out as follows: 
b $5 million for workers’ life- 

time medic‘al monitoring. 
F $4 million for Chesley’s attor- 

ney fees (He has already been paid 
$3.5 million and will receive the 
remaining $500,000 when the case 
IS completedj. 

> $200,000 budget for Kttar- 
ney’s oliice !o process the claims 
x i r l  oversee the settlement (the 
jvdse ordered that no more than 1 

i percent could go for administrative 
charges. Kearney’s office so far is 
under the 1 percent budget). 
b Kearney’s $150-an-hour fee 

(court-approved and not included 
in $200,000. budget) which has 
amounted to about $30,000 this 
year and is expected to be another 
$30,000 next year. 
b $150,000 in incentive awards 

to former Fernald workers who 
cooperated with Chesley and his 
staff and helped them prepare their 
case against  t h e  government .  
(About 12 workers received incen- 
tive awards ranging from $5,000 
to more than $20,000.) 
b The remaining amount - nii- 

nus taxes earned on the interest 
- is to be paid to the workers, 

Kearney said aud i to r s  a r e  
checking and verifying the fund 
disbursements. 

Several former Fernald workers 
who expressed anger over their 
small settlement .checks declined 
to he quoted, saying they first 
wanted to speak with their union 
officials or lawyers. 

’ 
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Jobs, do-wn%Qwn renovation and .wuste 
major topics f.or city officials last year 

g. Year in Review Pictoria//3A 1 .'pz . by STEVE SANDLIN .. 

, Assistant Editor 
"Jobs" was the keyword for . 

For. the past several years, ': . . 

. 
,'* City stafFa the City of Miamisburg in 

arrived-at a de 1995. 
new Family A 
The.$4.6 milli the city has been trying to 

diversify the local economy in . ed by a grant j 

Department ot knergy is . . A city COI 
expected tobe . . ' '  

the face . .  pf !he U:S. 

1996. ' 

Department of Energy's 
announcemerirthat they wo.uld. 

The Miamisburg Police. 
. Department bc Mound. 

. awaited DARl In 1995, those efforts began . 
Office Steve FlicKinger at the to bear fruit as 1,600 new jobs 
helm. in' the industrial, retail and ser- 

The Miamisburg Fire vice sectors came into the city. 
Department reorganized its Things haven't been static at 
management structure and the Mound Advanced .. * * I *.. . . .v 7 -  . 

m 9 -  . v.7 . 

charging tor trash pick up _ _  end defense production at the . -  

charges. 
Dick Church Jr. ran unop- 

posed for a second term as 
mayor and three incumbent city 
council members won re-elec- 

md consultants May, 1995. 
:sign for the city's 
,quatic Center. 
Lon project, fund-. 
from the U.S. 

: constructea in 

The city, with the help of 
several city income tax admin- 
istrators, revised the city's 

. income tax ordinance. -- unci1 appointed 
boiia waste Task Force gave a 
report that the city should start 

, but 
unproved finances meant that 
the city didn't have to begin the 

_ _ .  . . - .. . . ^  . . .  
:gan its long 
E program with ... . . 

aaaea tne ranK or lieutenant. 
The new Mound Golf 

tion in November - Hazel 
Eisele, Paul Gutshall q d  Mady 

Technology Center either. 
With 17 private businesses 
providing about '160 new jobs, Course Clubhouse opened in Ransdell. 

. 

;he MATC has a good st& on- 
commercialization. 

Efforts to renovate the 
Miamisburg downtown area 
have continued with the 
Histonc Miamisburg 
Community Partnership taking 
the lead in raising funds to 
sponsor proje ts. 
The city will use-an $18,000 
grant from Montgomery 
County to help pay for a mar- 
ket study of the downtown 
area ana the city is also in the.' 
process of purchasing the old 
Miamisburg Savings and Loan 
building to preserve it and 
supply more space for city 
offi'ces. 

THE 'CITY also completed::.'- 
the Strectscape'program- -... :" 
downtown in 1995. 

The additional jobs in the 
city.had a good benefit for 
1996. Miamisburg will be able 
to enter 1996 in the black and 
even have the funds to replace 
several positions that had gone 
vacant in 1995 for budgetary 
reasons. 
' Other highlights in 
Miamisburg in 1995 included: 

f: 

. .  
. . .  :.. . . . I .. ... , .  
. . . .  .:. . -  

JOLLY Ole St. Nick stopped in at the city' of 
Miamisburg's annual Christmas party. This year, he was 
greeted by Mayor Dick, Church. (Photo by Steve Sandlin) - 



Miamisburg Mayor Dick 
’State of the orfs on 

by DICK CHURCH JR. 
Miamisburg Mayor 

I once heard a quote by 
Eleanor Roosevelt: “The future 

. belongs to those who believe in 
the beauty of their dreams.” I’ve 
often thought about those words 
in terms of the direction of this 
community. While our recent 
history shows us that we can’t 
anticipate the future’s every sur- 
prise and uncertainty, we must 
anchor our hopes for the future 
to a vision, a destination worthy 
of our dreams. Your city has 
such a vision. It calls for a 
“new” Miamisburg, a city true to 
its traditions, yet prepared to 
meet the challenges of the 21st 
century. 

During my first term as  
mayor, our city began planting 
seeds for the future. These seeds 
took the form of thoughtfully 
designed initiatives that would 
mature and bear fruit simultane- 
ously. Their impact has been to 
set the stage for the rebirth of 
our city. We have spent the past 
four years assembling the frame- 
work for the “new” Miamisburg 
in numerous ways: 

Job creation 
A seed planted several years 

ago began moving Miamisburg 
away from over-reliance on a 
single employer. While resisting 
t h e  Department of Energy’s 
decision to end defense produc- 
tion at Mound, we were working 
toward diversifying our econo- 
my. By encouraging a variety of 
development, we have added, in 
the past two years alone, 1600 
new jobs within the industrial, 
retail and service sectors. These 
new jobs are the basis for our 
income tax revenue growth in 
1 995. 

Government of the people ... 
and by the people 

We believe that the.future of 
local government lies in ““coop- 
erative governance” - assuring 

7, 

that citizens have a role in deci- 
sion making that affects the 
community. So we frequently 
turn to our citizens for advice, 
inviting them into partnerships 
that keep Miamisburg city gov- 
ernment responsive to citizens’ 
needs. The recommendations 
from our task forces on solid 
waste, the City’s sidewalk, curb 
and gutter policy, wellhead pro- 
tection, and the new family 
aquatic center are the guideposts 
for our decision making in these 
areas. 

At the same time, our volun- 
teer program is bringing citizens 
into community service in other 
ways. More than  350 
Miamisburg residents are taking 
a hands-on approach to citizen 
involvement. During 1995, they 
have volunteered well over  
20,000 hours, working 
side-by-side with City employ- 
ees at  City Hall, the Senior 
Adult Center, the golf courses 
and various recreation events. 

Sound Financial policies 
A seed planted years ago is a 

conservative fiscal management 
policy, a policy that will serve us 
well into the future. For exam- 
ple, despite the loss of jobs at 
Mound and Monarch Marking, 
we have been able to maintain 
public services and make capital 
improvements without raising 
our income tax rate. We will end 
1995 financially in the black and 
find ourselves able to restore 
many of the staff positions 
impacted by budget balancing 
measures a few years ago. 

Downtown renaissance 
A key to Miamisburg’s future 

is a strong and viable downtown. 
Thanks to the Historic 
Miamisburg Community 
Partnership, working coopera- 
tively w i t h  the City’s 
Department of Development, 
our historic downtown is on the 
verge of a renaissance. Two 
years ago, citizens came togeth- 
er as the Friends of Miamisburg 

to help us define the challenges 
and opportunities of the down- 
town area. From that group, the 
Partnership has emerged. With 
its 60 citizen rncmbers, the 
group has raised $50,000 and 
wi l l  sponsor several important 
projects in  1996. .4mong them 
are the hiring of a downtown 
coordinator and participation in 
a market study of the downtown 
area. A grant from Montgomery 
County’s Economic 
D e v e l o p m e n t / G o v e r n m e n t  
Equity (ED/GE) program will 
contribute $18,000 toward the 
$22,000 cost of that study. All of 
these downtown initiatives have 
been started with only the City’s 
guidance, not the City pushing 
its own agenda. 

The Baum Opera  House 
Association has made huge 
strides in the restoration of an 
important community treasure, 
the Baam Opera House. The 
dream of that group is to create a 
premiere cultural center for the- 
ater groups, musical concerts, 
receptions and community 
events. Fund raising to date has 
rexhed $25,000, and repairs on 
the building began this past 
summer. 

For its part, the City will ?ur- 
chase and redevelop t h e  old 
Miamisburg Savings and Loan 
building. This is  seen a s  a 
cost-effective way to meet two 
goals: historic preservation and 
the addition of office space for a 
city hall literally bursting at the 
seams. This a lso will be  far  
more cost effective than adding 
on to the Civic Center. 

The City also completed the 
$250,000 Streetscape project 
along Main Street, with the addi- 
tion of pavers, street lamps, trees 
and banners. In 1996, the City 
will make available grants for- 
the renovation of  business 
facades in the downtown area. 
The program is funded with a 
$45,000 grant f rom the 
Community Development Block 
Grant program a n d ’ s  10,000 
from the Citv. 



‘Mound’s new future 
The City accepted the chal- 

lenge of Mound’s commercial- 
ization in 1993, thus planting the 
seeds for its return as an eco- 

w known as the Mound 
vanced Technology Center, it 

has turned the comer on com- 
mercialization, with 17 private 
businesses providing 160 new 
jobs. When you add the jobs 
provided by DOE’S Ohio Field 
Of fice at Mound, the employ- 
ment total for the facility is 260. 
In fact, Mound leads the nation 
in  Department of Energy 
defense conversions. 

This past year, the economic 
development responsibility for 
Mound was shifted from the 
City to the Miamisburg Mound 
Community Improvement 
Corporation, a non-profit, eco- 
nomic development organization 
provided for by State law. The 
MMCIC board of directors con- 
sists of seven business, commu- 
nity and city government repre- 
sentatives. Miamisburg School 
Board President John Maletta, 

is chairman, and Mike a auwelman, formerly Mound 
Transition manager, is president. 

The City remains responsible 
for Congressional relations on 

. Mound-related issues and works 
with the Mound Reuse 
Committee on community-based 
issues, such as land use, envi- 
ronmental restoration and fund- 
ing. 

force in our community. 

’ 

Family Aquatic Center 
The cornerstone of our vision 

for the future of Miamisburg is 
the Family Aquatic Center. For 
the past year, the New Park and 
Family Aquatic Center Citizens 
Committee has worked wi th  
City staff to arrive at a design of 
the City’s new park at Sycamore 
Trails and the state-of-the-art 
Family Aquatic Center. You will 
see these facilities begin to take 

e $4.6 million cost is being 
d through a grant from the 

Department of Energy, in con- 
sideration for‘the environmental 
reniediation that will redefine 
the use of community Park. As 

$ in 1996. 

a result of City Manager John 
Weithofer’s determination and 
sk i I led neg o t i a t  i on with DO E, 
we will enjdy this tremendous 
conimunity improvement at little 
direct cost to our residents. 

A popular notion among the 
citizens involved with this pro- 
ject ,is the concept of a major 
recreation center at the new 
park. In the near future, we will 
respond to that interest by 
putting before the voters a tax 
initiative for financing such a 
facility. 

While these initiatives are the 
foundations of our vision for a 
“new” Miamisburg, we do not 
overlook the importance of our 
day-to-day. basic city services 
and their role in our vision for 
the future. 

1995 in review 
Progress toward our vision of 

a “new” Miamisburg is occur- 
ring as a series of smaller steps. 
While 1995 brought the‘culmi- 
nation of many special initia- 
tives, it also represents the con- 
tinued excellence of ongoing 
City services and programs. I 
would like to share some of the 
1995 highlights i n  those areas, 
as well: 

Economic development 
We besan 1995 wi th  great 

news. Miami Valley developers 
ranked Miamisburg as their 
favorite community in which to 
do business. One result of that 
preference in 1995 was the cre- 
ation of six hundred new jobs 
generated by new developments 
such as: a new and expanded 
Kroger store, Dick’s Clothing 
and Sporting Goods, Wendy’s 
restaurant, SuperPetz, AutoZone 
and S&K Menswear. 

Other developments were 
Kentucky-based Corporex 
Development Services Inc., a 
warehouse/office space at the 
southeast corner of Maue and 
Lyons roads, the Sycamore Glen 
Manor Care assisted living facil- 
ity and Day-Tech, a tool and die 
company building facility in the 
area of Maue and Lyons roads. 

In 1996, the City will work 
closely with the owners of the 

Miamisburg Plaza shopping cen- 
ter to redevelop that retail area 
in  Iight of the Ben Franklin 
store’s closing and the Kroger 
store’s move. . 

The .people coming to 
Miamisburg to work are also 
‘buying homes. Our city’s resi- 
dential growth leads the region 
for communities of our size. 
There have been some 100 new 
housing starts in 1995, continu- 
ing the trend of the past several 
years. The Pipestone residential 
de ve 1 o p me n t rem ai n s pop u 1 ar 
with home buyers. A total of 55 
homes in three sections have 
been sold since the inception of 
the golf course community. The 
developer hopes to open the 
fourth section in 1996. 

Street improvements 
Improvements to Kohnle 

Road, including widening and 
‘connection to Lyons Road, was 
completed in 1995. A traffic sig- 
nal will be installed at Byers and 
Kohnle Roads in 1996. The 
$203,000 project was paid with 
$115,000 from the County 
ED/GE program, $40,000 
County permissive license fees 
and $48,000 from the City. 

Belvo Road from Byers 
Road to Rosina Drive was 
improved in 1995, including 
widening, storm sewers, curbs 
and gutters. The project was 
funded with a $145.000 grant 
from Montgomery County’s 
ED/GE program and $95,000 in 
City funds. 

A contract for the improve- 
ment of Alexandersville Road 
between Maue Road and State 
Route 725 was awarded in 
November. The road will be 
widened and graded, and new 
curbs, gutters, storm sewers and 
some sidewalks will be installed. 
The $900,000 project will be 
paid with a $691,500.grant from 
the Ohio Public Works 
Commission (OPWC) and rest 
from the City. 

A contract is about to be 
awarded for the improvement of 
Richard Street from blain Street 
to Elevcrirh Street. It’ w i l l  

3 



include new curbs, gutters, 
storm sewers, sidewalks.and 
grading. OPWC funds will pi1y 
$678,400 of the $848,000 pro- 
ject cost, and the City will pay 
$169,600. 

The City \vas fortunate in 
1995 to have Ceiitral Avenue, 
along w i t h  portions of First 
Street and Main Street, repaved 
by the Ohio Department of 
Transportation. In 1996, State 
Route 725 from Twelfth Street 
to State Route 741 wil l  be 
rzpaved as part of a larger State 
project. 

A State grant of $1.50.000 
.will help fund a $195,000 beau- 
tification project along State 

Route 725 in 1996. This pro- 
ject will coincide with the 
repaving and safety enhance- 
ments scheduled for this year. 

The Sidewalk, Curb and 
Gutter Task Force will soon pro- 
vide City Council wi th  recom- 
mendations about City policies 
in these areas. 

Public safety 
Police Officer Steve 

Flickinger became the City’s 
first full-time juvenile officer. In 
addition to serving as a liaison to 
the schools and Miamisburg’s 
new satellite juvenile court, he 
teaches the Drug Abuse 
Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) 
program i n  the elementary 
schools. 

Police Officer Tony Berm is 
now serving as Miamisburg’s 
f u I I - t i me corn m u  n i t y re 1 at i o n s 
officer. He is responsible for 
public info r inat i o n , the neigh- 
borhood watch program and 
business relations. 

Funding for t he  above 
Police Department community 
initiatives was received from a 
$225,000 grant from the 1994 
Crime Bill. Also, Serra 
Chevrolet and Interstate Ford 
donated vehicles.to these pro- 
grams. 

A satellite juvenile court 
was formed in 1995 and handles 
n o n - v i o 1 en t mi sd e mean o r 
offenders. 

1996 efforts will be focused 
on n full upgrade of the police 
and fire communication system 

and the expansion of Police 
. Department officts to occupy 
the entire lower level of the 
Civic Center. The Department of 
Development,. which..has shared 
the lower level with the Police 
Department until now, will move 
10 the old Miamisburg Savings 
and Loan building recently pur- 
chased by the City. 

Several retirements present- 
ed an opportunity for the reorga- 
nization of the Fire 
Department’s management 
structure, adding the rank of 
lieutenant and creating clearer 
lines of authority. 

A 1995 Road Rescue medic 
unit became the latest addition 
to Miamisburg’s line-up of 
emergency response vehicles. 
The $100,047 unit operates out 
of Station 1 and is the third in 
five years to be purchased ‘with 
funds from the 1990 Fire Levy. 

The Miamisburg Fire 
Department has purchased a new 
rescue air bag for the rescue and 
removal of victims trapped 
beneath automobiles, machinery, 
buildings and other heavy; 
objects. 

Environmental concerns 
No violations were found 

against the City d;ring the Ohio 
Environmental Protection 
Agency 1995 annual inspection 
of water and wastewater facili- 
ties. 

The Wellfield Protection 
Committee was appointed to 
help oversee the development of 
a wellfield protection program to 
protect Miamisburg’s water 
resources. The program will 
include policies and ordinances 
related to zoning regulation and 
land use. 

In 1996, the Linden Avenue 
elevated water tank wi l l  be 
cleaned, repaired and painted at 
a*cost of $1 69,000. 

In 1995, the Solid Waste 
Task Force, a citizens conimit- 
tee, studied options for solid 
waste service in Miamisburg and 
pro vi de d re c o m me nd a t i o n s to 
City Council. 

Through the City’s recycling 
program and the newspaper 
drop-off site, 313 tons of waste 
were diverted from the waste 

Parks and Recreation 
Improvements to t h e  new 

Miamisburg Soccer Complex at 
4350 Maue Road continue. 
Seven fields are currently used 
for soccer leagues and tourna- 
ments. Six more fields w i l l  
become available in 1997. The 
Miamisburg Soccer Association 
also opened a new concession 
building at the site. 

The new Mound Golf 
Course Clubhouse was opened 
in May 1995. 

1996 wil l  be a year of 
improvements to  Rice Field and 
playground equipmint upgrades 
in various parks. 

Service Department 
During 1995, one new 

eight-ton dump truck with snow 
equipment, one new leaf collec- 
tion machine and two collection 
boxes and one heated asphilit 
hauler were purchased at a total 
cost of $58,000. 

Administration 
In 1995, the City began 

offering residents the conve- 
nience of paying tax bills and 
water bills by credit card. 

For the fifth year in a row, 
the Finance Department 
received a Certificate of 
Achievement for Excellence in 
Financial Reporting from the 
Government Finance Officers 
Assoc. for its Comprehensive 

(Continued on Page 8) 



Annual I-inaiicial Report. This i s  
t' highest form of recogiiitioii 

the urea of governmental 
and financial report- 

ing. 
The City got help from sev- 

era1 city income tax administra- 
tors i n  the area to revise the 
Income Tax Ordinance. The- 
changes make the ordinance 
morc adaptable to new technolo- 
Dies and tax reporting tech- 
a. niques. 

Because of favorable market 
conditions, the City refinanced 
its 1954 water revenue bonds 
and 1988 sewer revenue bonds. 
This will result in the savings of 
an estimated $1.5 million over 
the remaining 15-year lives of 
the bonds. 

Where credit is dye 
The credit for the achieve- 

ments of 1995 is spread' widely 
throughout this community - 
from our dedicated and consci- 

tious council members and a h i g h l y  qualified and 
hard-working city manager and 
city \ ,orken to our outstanding 
volunteers and our committed, 
conczrned citizens. I am proud 
to work with so many outstand- 
ing indi\,iduals. 

My Job as Mayor 
January 1,1996 will begin my 

f i f t h  year as mayor  of 
Miamisburg. It has  been a 
rewarding four years and I enjoy 
t h c  position as much today as 
the day I took office. 

My wife, Judi, and I haye 
continued a practice I began in 
my first year as mayor: We visit- 
ed 12 Miamisburg churches in 
1995. 

T h e  number of weddings I 
perform continues to grow. I 
performed 125 weddings in 
1995, and received $4,150.. 

were used for a 

employees, with enough left 
party f o r  City 

over to make sizable donations 
to the Miamisburg Helping 
Hands, Miamisburg Youth 
Center, Miamisburg Firefighters 
Special Wish Foundation pro- 
ject ,  the Miamisburg Police 
D.A.R.E. program, the 
bI i ani i s b u r g Ministerial 
Association, the City 's  
swearing-in ceremonies on 
December 31 and the 
Miamisburg High School Band 
parents for their uniform fund 
drive. 

I was honored to deliver the 
Memorial Day address and the 
Veterans Day address for the 
American Legion Post 165 and 
have made 25 speeches to vari- 
ous organizations during the 
year. 

I am proud to represent 
Miamisburg on the 
Transportation Coordinating 
Committee of the Miami Valley 
Regional Planning Commission 
and continue to serve on the 
long-range and steering subcom- 
mittees of that organization. Two 
years ago, I was named to the 
Montgomery County Solid 
Waste Advisory Committee and 
was elected secretary. In 1995, I 
was elected vice chair of the 
Energy Communities Alliance, a 
nationwide network of commu- 
nities that host DOE facilities. 

I am a member of the 
Montgomery/Greene County 
Mayors and Managers 
Association and the Miami 
Valley Emergency Management 
Committee and the Montgomery 
County EWGE Advisory 
Committee. I am also a member 
of the Historic Miamisburg 
Community Partnership and the 
Board of the Baum Opera House 
Association. 

During the past year, I have 
also visited different classes in 
t h e  Miamisburg City Schools 
and provided tours of City facili- 
ties to several classes. 

In 1996,' the City of Dayton 

will cclebrate its bicentcnnial. 
As ;I good neighbor, we will par- 
ticipate in every way we can and 
encourage you to do the same. I 
believe there is tremendous 
value in  getting in touch with 
our history. In Miamisburg's 
case, outstanding traditions have 
been woven through that history. 
It's easy to see that the people 
who came before us possessed 
the willingness to explore. to try 
something new, the knack for 
pulling together in the face of 
disaster, and the resilience to 
come back stronger after a crisis. 
Recent history attests to the fact 
that these qualities are alive and 
well -in our community today. 

As we head toward our own 
city's bicentennial, those quali- 
ties will continue to serve us 
well. We're counting on them-to 
become the foundations of a 
strategic planning effort that we 
will undertake in 1996. 

Those qualities are at t h e  
heart of our vision for a ''new;' 
iMiamisbuig. We foresee a 
Miamisburg rooted in its strong 
heritage. A Miamisburg i n  
which citizens continue tnking 
an active role in how their coni- 
rnun i ty  is governed. A 
Miamisburg in which citizens 
are confident that City services 
and facilities respond to their 
needs and desires. A 
Miamisburg in which the econo- 
my is diversified and strong. A 
Miamisburg alive with spirit, 
success and a sense of place. 

' 

. 

This is my vision for the new 
Miamisburg. I am optimistic that 
it will become yours and the rest 
of the community's as well. If 
the future truly does belong to 
those who believe in the, beauty 
of their dreams, then we must 
nev.er stop believing and never 
stop dreaming. After all, that 
means that the future - and all 
its remarkable possibilities - 
will remain well within our 
reach. 

5 
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A faithfill man will be richly blessed, but one eager to get rich will not go unpun- 
ished. 

Proverbs 2820 

ity, cooperation 
off at Mound 

When Mound laboratories in Miamis- 
burg began its meltdown as a Cold War 
defense technology lab, the community 
braced at the prospect. A deep concern 
over losing too much of the highly spe- 
cialized talent and wherewithal spurred 
ingenuity, organization and political 
help in opening the bureaucratic doors 
t o  private-enterprise opportunities. 

Less than two years after the trans- 
formation began, and with millions of 
Department of Energy dollars as well 
as grants from state and county gov- 
ernments in addition to private invest- 
ment, there are more than a dozen 
businesses using Mound. 

One of those employee-initiated start- 
up businesses, Star City Industries, is a 
successful symbol for reuse. In 1994, 
Star City it pulled in a $3.5 million con- 
tract from Lockheed-Martin Cow. for 
NASA's Cassini space niission this 
year. The local company will make igni- 
tion devices for the Titan IV spacecraft- 
launch vehicle. 

Examples like this have the Mound 
transition team and city of Miamisburg 
excited, and their trail-blazing efforts 
should be of assistance to  other 
defense conversions elsewhere in the 
country. ' 

The commercialization and transition 
of the DOE facility into the Mound 
Advanced Technology Center has 
drawn both start-up companies and 
those long established in the' Dayton 
area. A development business center is 
acting as an incubator for 11 busi- 
nesses started by former Mound 
employees to help contain start-up 
costs. Shared sellJices and the excel- 
lent on-site machinery facilities help 
these businesses trim costs during 
their crucial start-up period. 

This is smart business and part of 
what the Miami Valley has always had a 
knack for - finding solutions to monu- 
mental problems. 

Instead of fearing change, the Mound 
employees and the city of Miamisburg 
have merged and come up ,with realis- 
tic objectives. 

Backing t.he business effort is the 
Miamisburg Mound Community 
Improvement Oorp., and its seven- 
member board includes professionals 
from assorted technical, business and 
government backgrounds. 

T h i s  is a good . e x a m p l e  'of . 
government-private cooperation, of 
local dete-ation .and 'organization. 
So far it is paying off. 
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accoarntlng ; 
- hasholes 

By Lance Gay 
SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS SERVICE 

WASHINGTON - Congres- 
sional auditors said Thursday 
that Energy Secretary Hazel 
O’Leary car,’t document more 
than $255,0CO in taxpayer funds 
spent on high-profile trips to  
India ‘an2 South Africa. 

The disclosure by the General 
Ac c o u n t i n  g 
O f f i c e  
s p a r k e d  a 
p o l i t i c a l  
squabble: 
I H o u s e  

S p e a k e r  
Newt Ging- 
r i c h  

--appeared 06 
t h e  R u s h  
‘ L i m e  a u  g h  
r a d i o  p r o -  
gram to call for O’Leary‘s resig- 
nation. 

O’Leary, who was not asked to  
test@ a t  Thursday’s hearing, has 
said she. has no intention of 
resjgning, and has been backed by 
the Whlte House. 

D e m o c r a t s  r a l l i e d  t o  
O’Leary’s defense and said the 
disputed expenses were just a 
problem of locating the proper 
pap exwork. 

“It’s becoming more and more 
clear to  me that under the current 
leadership, the Department of 
Energy has little respect for the 
American taxpayer,” said Rep. 
Thomas BMey, R-Va., chairman of 
a House Commerce investiga- 
t ions subcommit tee  probing 
some of the 100 trips O’Leary has 
taken at taxpayer expense in the 
past two years - 16 of them 

Hoke 

overseas. 
Rep. Peter Deutsch, D-Fla., said 

most of the $255,000 in unac- 
counted funds involved money 
spent by the State Department 05 
O’Leary’s trips, and she has not 
been charged with misappropri- ’ 

ating a n y  funds. He said Repubii- 
cxs are using O’Leary to divert 
attention from other problems in 
Washington. 

“I know that  allegations o€ 
wastefd spending need investi: 
gating, but. right now my constit- 
uents are .far more interested i i  
the tens of mdions of tax dollars 
being wasted..as the Xepublicani 
spomored shutdown stretches 
into its 20th day,” Deutsch said. 1 

Victor Rezendes of the General 
. ’  Accounting Office told the sub: 
-‘. committee that auditors exam- 
-bed only $730,0N spent by a 34; 
inember delegation to India in 
1994 a i d  $1.1 xxillion spent by a 

. 135-member O’Leaxy delegation 
to South Africa last year. 

Rezendes said the auditors were 
unable to find documentation for 
$89,000 spen t  in India and  
$175,000 spent in South Africa. : 

The auditors also foucd $31.000 
in charges for other trips O’Leaq 
took to  Vienna, Austria, and 
Stockholm among the receipts 
charged to  the India trip. . - 

Rezendes . said the Energ9 
Department is tracking down th6 
missing vouchers ,  and h a s  
adopted procedures to ensure 
future expenses are properly ’ 

accounted for. 
Rep. M d i n  Hoke, R-Ohio, saiu 

congressional disquiet  over  
O’Leary’s extravagant travel is 
.growing, and an investigation of 
her other trips is warranted. : 



E’ I*N VE s TI GAT I o N s 

Trave I- AI a r m 
. . . -  

I .. 
A Cabinet . . .. secretary flies 
high; Sometimes, too high 

1 

N DEFENDING .HER. AGENCY AGAINST 
c.o.P. budget cutteis, Energy Secretary 
Hazel O’Leary, has. been an effective I warrior, ’I Defending her reputation, 

ho.wever, is:becominc problematic.., Het 
congressional critics, who plan to hold ’ ’ 

jl 
! 

! 
i ’  

atioker rounh of hearings :next month, 
may well ciiscover new items to view with 
alarm. An investigation by the General 
Accounting Office has found that $255,000 
worth of the expenses that O’Leary’s dsle- 
gations billed for trips to India and South 
Africa have no receipts or records to justi- 
fy how the money was spent. Energy offi- 
cials are searching for the records and 
tightening up accounting procedures. Crit- 
ics inside the department point to other 
expenditures that stem from O’Leary’s zeal 
for burnishing the 
agency’s image. Last 
year, Energy Depart- 
ment officials told 
TIME, the agency 
spent $10,182 draw- 
ing up trendier de- 
signs for its logo. 
O’Leary abandoned 
the idea after aides 
learned that it would 
cost $1.7 million for 
new logos on all the 

TAKING THE FLAK 
Hazel O’Leary 

flags, s& and stationery. 
When O’Learj first took over, she 

shook up the organization, cutting 51,000 of 
its 169,000 employees and contractors. She 
also made public the agency’s records on 
radiation tests performed on-unwitting pa- 
tients during the cold war. But in other 
ways she has had n blind spot. First she had, 
to appear before a congressional hearing to 
explain why her department paid $46,500 
to a media consultant who tracked and rat- 
ed journalists on the energy beat. Then 
came reports that she had spent millions of 
dollars on trade missions with retinues 
worthy of a head of state. On a week’s mis- 
sion to South Africa. last August, O’Leaiy 
took along 51 aides and 68 business execu- 
tives at a cost of.S560,000. 

O’Leary defends the foreign travel as a 
W~TY to stinidate busincss for U.S. energy 
companies. She contencis that her c.0.1’. 
critics ;ire niotiwtcd by their failure to shut 
down herdcpartmcnt: “lfyou can’t attack US‘ 
on substancc. you attack the leadcr.” So far, 
the LVhite Ilouse has supported O’Lcary, 
Iiut senior offkids predict that mere bncl 

.- 

Ilc;ldlilic;s co~~l t l  cost hcr thc job. 
- ---_ 

j 

. .  

! 
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Kerr Boerger 

Barker Saygers 

. a American Society of Safety 
Engineers, .Kittyhawk chapter: 
Members of the executive 
board for the 1996 program. 
ear include Michael A. k r r ,  
esident: Robin Nuthman- 
e e n .  vice president: Lou 

Port, secretary; Terry Philips, 
treasure r. 
w Choice One Engineering 

Corp.. Sidney: Christopher W. 
Boerger-has joined the firm as 
a survey technician. 

a Daymon Federal Credit 
Union: John E. Bowen has 
joined the credit union a s  exec- 
utive vice president. 
B Dayton Association of Life 

1Jndewri:ers: Shirley L. Weiss,  
CLU, LUTCF: R H U ,  has been 
awarded the H.E. Whalen Sr. 
4ward by the DALU for her  out- 
standing service. 

a EG&G Mound Applied Tech- 
nologies: Monte A. Williams 
has been named vice president 
for environmental restoration. 

James  I. Zahora has been 
namec! vice president of waste 
man  age me nt . 

a Grandview Hospital and e I edical Centei/Southview Hos- 
- pita1 and Family Health Center: 

Krisell Fedriui, DO, has joined' 
the practice of Wasyl Terlecky, 
DO, and Edward Kinkopf, DO, 

i 

Y 

Bowen Weiss 

Eaton West 

family practitioners, at 1989 
Miamisburg-Centerville Road, 
Suite 301. 

Cynthia Kallet, DO, has 
joined the private practice of 
George Denka, DO, and David 
Denka. DO, family practitio- 
ners, at 3328 Smithville Road. 

Kedrin Van Steenwyk, DO, 
OB/GYN, has joined the prac- 
tice of Contemporary Obstetrics 
and Gynecology, 8940 King- 
sridge Drive, C-enterdille. 

a Home Builders Association 
of the Miami Valley: Erich 
Eggers, president of 'Remodel- 
ing Designs Inc., has been 
named chairman of the Remod- 
eling Council of the Home 
Builders Association of the 
Miami Valley. 

Institute of Management 
Accountants, Dayton chapter: 
Ginny Barker has been named 
vice president of communica- 
tions and commlinity relations 
for 1995-96. 

Carolyn Caslow has been 
named director of meetings for 

0 Liberty Sav,I:gs Bank: Mau- 
1995-96. 

reen A. Saygers has been 
named manager of the Huber 
Heights office. 

Marje Eaton has joined the 
bank as loan officer for the  . 
Huber Heights office. 

. 

Williams Zahora Fedrini 

Dietz . Gallinis 

Lance E. West  has joined Lib- 
erty Capital Inc. as  vice presi- 
dent and director of security. 
He will oversee security for all 
Liberty Capital subsidiaries 
including Liberty Savings Bank, 
F.S.B.; Liberty Lending Services 
Inc., and Colorado Savings 
Bank, F.S.B. 

Miller-Valentine Group: John 
H. Dietz has been named chief 
administrative officer. 

Robert A. Gallinis has been 
named president of Miller- 
Valentitie Realty Inc. Marty 
Miller, past president, will con- 
tinue his duties as senior part- 
ner of Miller-Valentine Group. 

Commerce, Columbus: Barry L. 
Kennedy has been hired as 
director of membership and 
member services. 

0 Right Associates, Miamis- 
burg: Carol Poston has joined 
the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana 
region as vice president and 
managing director of Human 
Resource Consulting Services. 
H Pat Rupp and Associates: 

Cinda lo  Alspaugh, CFP, has 
been authorized by the Certified 
Financial Planner Board of Stan- 
dards to use the CFP certifica- 
tion mark and the marks CFP 
and Certified Financial Planner , 
in accordance with CFP.Baard. , 

a Ohio Chamber of 

Kennedy 
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Mound - workers exposed to radioactivity 
- 

. By.Wendy Hundley 
EYTON DAILY NEWS 

‘ C  

..z Five electricians received low-level 
Wosures to a mdioactive sub- 
stance while working at the Mound 
nuclear weapons facility in Miamis- 
burg. The exposure occurred Tues- 
day when they were working on a 
transformer in a laboratory. 

Using yellow construction tape to 
seal off the work area, they placed 

one end of the tape on a fitting 
that had become contaminated 
with tritium, a radioactive gas. 

The exposure was not discov- 
ered until Wednesday. 
AU work in the T Building labo- 

ratory was stopped. and the work- 
ers submitted urine tests to 
determine their levels of exposure, 
said Mark Becker, a spokesman 
for EG&G Mound Applied Tech- 
nologies Inc. 

“We found the exposure was 1 
millirem. To get the same expo- 
sure as a chest X-ray, you’d have 
to get 10 millirems,” Becker said. 

He said the workers were 
treated at the facility and deched 
to have their homes checked for 
contamination. 
The electricians, who asked that 

their identities remain confiden- 
tial, are subcontractors and not 
EG&G employees. 



TtrE CINCINNATI EXQUIRER 
SA'TUR1)AY. JANUARY 13, 1996 

5 at nuclear plant exposed to low-level radiation 
The Associated Press 

MIAMISBURG, Ohio - Five 
electricians were contaminated 
with low-level radiation as they 
were working at the Mound nucle- 
a r  weapons plant, a piant spokes- 
man said Friday. 

Mark Becker, a spokesman for 
the plant's operator, EG&G Mound 
Applied Technologies Inc., said the 
contract workers received maxi- 
mum doses of 1 millirem of tritium, 
an amount 10 times less than the 

- 
amount of tritium in a chest X-ray. 

Mr. Becker said the workers 
were exposed Tuesday, but the 
contamination was not discovered 
until Wednesday. He said there 
was no release of tritium into the 
environment. 

Tritium is radioactive hydrogen. 
It is used in the production of 
triggers for nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Becker said the electricians 
had been working on a transformer 

in an underground building and had 
placed construction tape on a glove 
box in one of the tritium laborato- 
ries. When they removed the tape, 
they got tritium on their hands and 
clothing, he said. 

Mr. Becker said tritium also 
was found in an adjacent area and 
on the seats of cars owned by two 
of the workers. He said the work- 
e r s  declined the company's offer to 
check their homes for any contami- 
nation. 
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ussians visit Mound plant 
I 
I See energy source for craft heading to Saturn in 2004 1 
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By Timothy R. Gaffney 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

ussian nuclear engi- 
neers visiting the 
EG&G Mound’.plant 
on Monday got a 
close look at a 

plutonium-fueled generator 
scheduled to be launched 
toward Saturn next year. 

So did a reporter and pho- 
tographer, in a rare visit that 
marked the first time news 
cameras have been permitted 
inside the tightly guarded, 
heavily shielded buildings 
where Mound engineers assem- 
ble and test generators to 
power deep space probes. 

As part of a daylong tour, 
three officials from Russia’s 
Mayak radioisotope production 
plant inspected a black, yard- 
high device known as a radio- 
isotope thermoelectric genera- 
tor. 

It’s one of two RTGs sched- als. Those reactors have been 
uled to be launched on NASA’s . idle since the end of the Cold 
Cassini spacecraft in October War, and the Urited States has 
1997, to swing into orbit little Pu-238 left, said Tim Fra- 
around Saturn in 2004. A simi- zier, DOE’S Dayton area man- - 

lar pair of RTGs power the 
Galileo spacecraft that begarl 
orbiting Jupiter in December. 

Mound engineers are to  
begin fueling the RTG this 
week with Plutonium-238, a 
radioactive substance that also 
gives off heat: RTGs convert 
the heat into electricity. 

The Russians - director 
Iouri hfalykh, deputy chief 
engineer Alexandre Aldochine 
and export programs manager 
Alexandre Tchikchov - were 
allowed to inspect the Mound 
facilities because the RTGs 
have made the United States a 
customer of Russian Pu-238. 

Pu-238 isn’t used in weapons, 
but the U S .  supp!y came from 
Department of Energy reactors 
that produced weapons materi- 

ager for space generators. 
While there’s enough U.S. 

fuel for Cassini, “there are 
other missions on the horizon,” 
including one to Pluto, Frazier 
said. 

So the United States has 
acquired about 19.8 pounds of 
Pu-238 from the Mayak plant. 
‘DOE is storing it in other 
states. 

Malykh said Mayak was built 
to produce weapons for the 
former Soviet Union. It has 
shut down weapons production 
and now sells radioistopes 
commercially, he said. 

While the Energy Depart- 
ment has been phasing out 
Mound’s weapons work, the 
Miamisburg plant has kept its 
space-related work. 



At Mound: Heat Source assembly engineer Sidney Wells shows Russian engineers the 
robotic a rms  tha t  assemble  plutonium fuel modules behind water filled, shielded glass . 
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t picture 
osphere 

By Jane E. Allen 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

MOUNTAIN VIEW, Calif. - 
Jupiter is even windier than sci- 
entists expectsd, and drier, md 
there’s less lightning, NASA sci- 
entists said Monday. 

All of that may force scientists 
to rethink how the giant planet 
was formed, and the virtual 
absence of lightning redcces the 
probabllity of linding complex 
organic molecules in Jupiter’s 
atmosphere, they said. 

Galileo’s findings were re!eased 
at a news conference at NASA’s 
Ames Research Center. Scien- 
t i s t s  c a u t i o n e d  a g a i n s t  

‘You ciariot understand 
the Earth’s atmosphere 

with one-probe. nis is a 
vecy Iii* hep but by ~ I Q  

means the final step.’ 
scientist Richard Young 

generalizi?g about the informa- 
tion because only a tiny portion 
of the huge p!anet was sampled. 

TVe had one prohe,” scientist 
Richard Young s id .  “You cannot 
understand the Earth’s atmo- 
sphere with one probe. This is a 
very large step but by no means 

the final step. Now we ne.ed a 
multi-probe mission.” 

In December, a probe released 
by the Galileo spacecraft para- 
chuted into the atmosphere. 

The probe found that lightning 
occurs on Jupiter only about one- 
tenth as often as Earth. Scien- 
tists said that was consistent 
with an absence of water clouds. 

Scientists had expected to find 
wind up to 220 mph, but the 
probe appeared to have found. 
wind up to 330 mph. 

Project ‘scientists said surprises 
in Jupiter‘s atmospheric compo-_ 
sition included significantly lower - 
than expected levels of helium,: 
neon and some heavy elements- 
like carbon, oxygen and sulfur. 

.. . . .. . . :  
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e s 
finalize 
Miamisburg citizens offer their input 

By Lois Saum 
DAYlON DAILY NEWS 

.. . . 

Plans for Mixnisburg’s proposed new 
Park ’ and Family Aquatic Center are 
beginning t o  take shape, and Rebecca 
Benna, director of parks and recreation, is 
pleased that citizens are invo!ved. 

“Our’residents. will be the customers of 
the facility. We thiik they should play a 
role in deciding what it will be like,” Benna 
said. 

The aquaLic center and 41-acre park will 
e at Heincke and Maue roads, adjacent to 
ycamore Trails Park. 
The Family Aquatic Center citizen advi- 

sow committee, city staff and consultants 
have been working’together to k,elp desigg 
the facility. 

As a result of monthly meetings that 
began in May 1995 and two public meet-,. 
ings, the park master plan has. been 
finalized. 

The new park and aquatic center hill be 
completed in phases. 

The first phase, funded primarily by a 

e 
. . .  

- 

$4.6 million grant provided by the Depart- 
ment of Energy, is scheduled to be com- 
pleted by early spring of 1997. 

It will include an aquatic center, tennis 
and basketball courts, sand volleyball, 
playground equipment, parking and two 
road entries, shade shelters and a 
pedestrianbicycle path. 

“We’re in the process of developing 
schematic drawings and preparing to  
develop bid specifications for the project. 
Requests for bids will be goirig out to con- 
tractors in early spring,” BeMa said. 
“This park is going to be on the cutting 

edge. We’ve looked across the country to 
see what the trends are, and we’ve taken a 
lot of time to research the needs of our 
residents. We’re hoping these facilities will 
meet the needs of people with a vaiiety of 
interests.” 

City Manager John Weitliofer said coc- 
struction of the current project is expected 
to begin in May or June. . 

“This is going to be a first-class aquatic 
center that will serve the community very, 
very well,” he said. 

Weithofer said the city is looking at a full 
community park complex for the future 
that will include hi!!g and wallcing trails, 
an arborthenter, recreation center and 
outdoor ice skating rink. 
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WDJGE funds aid Mamisiburg studies 
City’s economic health being probed 
By Lisa Kasperski 
F3R THE OAYTON DAILY NEWS 

Montgomery County Eco- 
nomic  Development /Gov-  
ernment  Equity, or ED/GE 
funds, v4.I play a major role in 
two projects under way in 
Miamisburg. 

The funds will go towards a 
market analysis of the down- 
tGwn to deternline its economic 
health and for a study to see if 
the Mound tacility might be a 
suitable location for a college 
tool training program. 

City Manager John Weithofer 
said HyetL-Palma. a consulting 
firm based in Washington, D.C., 
is doing the $22.000 project - 
$19,500 from ED/GE --focusing 
on what the al‘ew currently has 

to  offer, what the regional pic- 
ture is, and what types of busi- 
nesses have a good chance of 
success in Miamisburg. 

The study should be corn- 
pleted in three months. 

“The market analysis tells 
you where you are and what 
direction you need to head in. Is 
it more restaurants, antique or 
specialty shops, or some othcr 
type of retail business?,” Wei- 
thofer said. 

In 1994, Miamisburg partici- 
pated in a program sponsored 
by the National League of Cit- 
ies in which Hyett-Palma eval- 
uated the downtown area. 

Weithofer said the business 
core of downtown is in place 
wilh banking and restaurants. 
Drawing the right businesses to 

Miamisburg remains the chd-  
lenge, he said. 

Terry Hieronymus, president 
of t he  Historic Miamisburg 
Community Partnership, said 
now seems to be the time for 
the rebirth of the downtown. 

“We want to be a real down- 
town. We thmk things like a 
women’s dress shop, coffee 
shop, bakery, bookstore, and 
perhaps a theater could work 
here,” he said. “We are trying to 
create o w  own identity in 
Miamisburg, and we are not 
going to ride piggyback on the 
ideas of someone else.’’ 

Weithofer said the commu- 
nity has to find the right com- 
bination of business and com- 
munity flavor. 

“Our historical identity is 
what. makes Miamisburg spe- 
cial. It is an asset to our city, 
but it also creates a bit of a 

0 Funds 
CONTINUED FROM/l 

Mound facility. 
The $40,000 feasibility study will 

identlfy such things as square 
footage of a building site needed, 
equipment, and curriculum, and 
how well the institutions might 
work together. 

Sinclur. needs to expand its 
machine tool program and MVCTC 
needs to better serve students in 
southern Montgomery County. 

Commissioner Don Lucas sug- 
gested the city of Miamisburg, 
Mound, and the two educational 
facilities work together to see if 
they could mesh, Weithofer said. 

Mike Grauwelman, president. of 
the Mound Community Improve- 
ment Corp., said there is a great 
demand for skilled people in the 
machine’ tool industry and not 
enough places to train them. 

“A real need exists for such a 
training center,” he said. “Also, such 
a tenant would become an anchor 
for technology-based redevelop- 
ment of the Mound.” 

The study is just under way, but 
both Grauwelman and Weithofer 
hope to have more serious discus- 
sions coming up in the next month ’ 

challenge,” he said. 
“We have t o  %d the r ig  

mix, that business which v 
work successfully in our ci 
Without such a focus, suck 
venture will faL” 
. Weithofer said Miamisbi 

was recently given a numi 
one  ra t ing  in its a t t i t u  
towards business in the Duu: 
Business Reporter. 

The other study will test : 
waters for a cooperative vI 
ture between Sinclair Comn 
nity College, the Miami Val 
Career Technology Center, - 
city of Miamisburg, and 
Mound Community Imprr, 
ment Corp. 

The study will see if theri 
potential for establishing 
machine tool program us1 
space and equipment a t  i 

SEE FUND?. 
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. The U.S. House of 
Representatives passed Iegisla- 
tion last week by Rep. Tony P. 
Hall (D-Ohio) aimed at speeding 
the cleanup of the Energy 
Cepartment’s Miamisburg 
Mound Plant and other selected 

. former nude& production facili- 
ties. 

“The provision will help get 
the ‘Mound property into produc- 
ti\x comtqrcial u e  more quick- 
ly so that it can create new jobs 
in the Miami Valley,” Halisaid. 

. “The legislation will also save 
taxpayers money in the long run 
because the sooner the property 
IS cleaned up arid transferred .f rom the Energy Department, the 
sooner the government can stop 
paying for maintenance,” he 
added. 

The Energy Department is 
currently planning to complete 
cleanup of the site by the year 
2025. 

By speeding the cleanup, the 
work could. be accomplished 17 
years early, according to Energy 
Department projections. 
. This would save the govern- 

’ ment an estimated $1. I billion 
because the Energy Department 

could close the plant much soon- 
er and reduce landlord expenses. 

“We need to cut down the 
time it takes to get the Mound 
site into commercia! use to cre- 
ate jobs. We want to move the 
property from being a drain on 
taxpayers to being a source of 
taxes,” Hall said. 

The Energy Department is 
required to report to Congress 
by May 1, I996 on the accelerat- 
ed cleanup effort. 

Hall wrote the provision and 
attached it as an amendment to 
the Defense Authorization Act, 
which funds defense programs 
operated by the Defense and 
Energy Departments. 

Miamisburg Mayor Dick 
Church, Jr. has been pushing a 
proposal to accelerate the 
cleanup at the Mound plant. 

The proposal is’ supported by 
resolutions adopted by both the 
Ohio Senate and House, the 
Board of County Commissioners 
of a n t g o m e r y  County, and 
other government and private 
organizations. 

Senator John Glenn (D-Ohio) 
supported the accelerated 
cleanup legislation during the 

Rouse-Senate conference on the 
defense bill. 

The Senate is expected to 
ap.prove the bill and the 
President is expected to sign it. 

Hall praised ‘the Energy 
Department because i: has 
already taking steps to acczlerate 
the schedule for the cleanup of 
some sites. 

“My amendment gives 
Congressional sanction for this 
process and also directs the 
Energy Department to place a 
high priority on commercializ- 
ing unneeded weapons produc- 
tion facilities,” Hall said. 
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Raisin-size lump 
:scattered along canal 
By Timothy R. Gaffney 

:! T h e  plutonium sca t te red  
through a mile-long stretch of old : 

canal bed in Miamisburg would: 
make a lump spaller than a ' '  
raisin. 
.' But the Department of Energy 

DAYTON .DAILY NEWS 

ssnp soil off a strekh'  of the 
hfiami-Erie ca5al bed' dc?:g U.S.": 
25 from the cornmunit? s x h ;  
miiig pool nezuly to Beniler Rosd, ~ 

along. the .base of. the. hill. where: 
the Mound Plant is- ldcated. The 
material will be tmcked to the 
plant, loaded into metd, contain- 
ers imd skipped raii to.a Utah 
burial site. 

Officials said Thursday . the  
project will remove 26,032 cubic 
yards of soil - enough to cover a 
football field to 'a depth of 15% 
feet. 

The Plutonium-238 spill is the 
result of a 1969 break in an under- 
ground pipe at Mound. During 
the cleanup, a rainstorm washed. 
contaminated soil- downhill into 
the canal bed. 

Officials say years. of monitor- 
ing have shown no public health 
risk, bu t  the cancer-causing 
material is so long-lived it would 
pose a potential threat for gener- 
ations unless removed. DOE has 
made the cleanup project a key 
part of Mound's overall Super- fund cleanup p r o g r a .  . .  

Now they're t*ig $0 prepare 
townspeople for the sight of exca- 
vation Work on. the- well-known 
spill site. An "open house" from 7 
to 9 p.m. Fdb. 8 at Miamisburg 
High School will '&low citizens to 
question project managers. 
Superfund plan details are avail- 
able in a public reading room at 
the Miamisburg Senior Adult 
Center. 

The sitc's north end reaches 
into a city park that inclhdes the 
community swimming pool. But 
canal cleanup manager Bob Stin- 
ley said this summer's work-will 
be at the site's south end,'so .it 
won't affect the  swimn?ing 
season. 

Miarriisburg plans to close the 
aging pool after this year and 
replace it with one across town - 
partly paid for with DOE cleanup 

. .  

funds. I .  
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Plutonium 
cleanup slated . 

for Miamisburg 
When a pipe front the Mound Nuclear 

Weapons Facility leaked plutonium-238 
in 1969, it drained into a Miamisburg 
canal bed and laid there for almost 27 
years. Last week, the operators of the 
Mound nuclear facility announced that 
beginning this summer, the Department 
of Energy will clean up the radioactive 
site linked to swimming holes once fre- 
quented by children. 

Art Kleinrath, Department of Energy 
program manager, said DOE decided to 
remediate the site because of responsibil- 
ity, legacy and the cost issue. The project 
will cost $20 to $25 million, he said. The 
price tag was estimated at $60 million if 
DOE was to continue monitoring the site 
under Superfund regulations for a later 
cleanup. 

The remediation work will include a 
cleanup team of 10 to 15 workers from the 
Mound. Project Manager Bob Stanley said 
soil and air tests will assure the safety of 
the workers and public while the crew 
completes assessment and excavates the 
contaminated soil from a stretch of the 
Miami-Erie Canal. This soil will be trans- 
ported via access road to the Mound where 
it will be stored until it is shipped to a site 
in Utah. 

Information booklets were sent to 
Miamisburg residents to tell them about 
the project. Further information will be 
given at a public meeting from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 8 at the Miamisburg High 
School. People involved in the cleanup, 
representatives from the EPA, Center for 
Disease Control and Department of 
Health, and community members from 
Miamisburg Environmental Safety & 
Health will be available to answer ques- 
tions. 

Mound officials said this is consid- 
ered the only significant site of pluto- 
niumcontamina tion outside of the Mound 
facility. Plans are still being finalized to 
get the area within the Mound decon- 
taminated within 10 to 15 years. 

MESH (Miamisburg Environmental 
Safety and Health) is following up on this 
meeting with a booklet containing more 

. 

_. - -  

.e . 

risk-oriented information. Sharon 
Cowdrey of MESH said it was a big step 
forDOE toadmitthesiteiscontaminated 
and to commit to a cleanup. The vocal 
public may be responsible for getting the 
remediation started. 

“Well, it wasn’t cleaned up in ‘69 
when it happened,” and they told the 
public not to worry about it, she said. In 
’69, she said, she was one of those who 
splashed in the swimming holes near the 
contaminated canal. Now, instead of de- 
nying there‘s a problem, work is begin- 

MESH willcontinue workon a health 
survey to see if this or any other contami- 
nation has contributed to health prob- 
l e m  in the area. 

-Michelle Tedfoid 

ning. 
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CHEATING: FERMCO and 
?s parent company, fluor 
Daniel Carp. of Inrine, Calif., 
s:istematically cheated the 
;overnment out of millions in 
S Fernald cleanup. -Today 

SAFETY PROBLEMS: 
3ince cleanup began in 1993, 
more than 1,000 saiety prob- 
!ems have occurred. - Comhg Monday 

% 

SECRET PROJECT: fluor 
DanieUFERMCO knows its pro- 
posal for cleaning up 20 mil- 
lion pounds of radioactive 
waste has  serious flaws and is 
secretly developing an alterna- 
tive that could cast $1 90 mil- 
lion more. - Coming Tuesday 

flwouk Taxpayers & 
footing the $11 for $13 million 

in severance pay to 476 private 
employees of RRMCO. The 
buyouts average $27,000 each. - Coming Wednesday 

b LACK OF OMRSIGHT: 
Energy Department monitors 
stationed at the Fernald plant 
failed to identify many of the 
pm blems. 

- Coming Wednesday 



April 6,1994: Internal memo 
shows that company officials 

I submitted inaccurate reports 
and knowingly chose not to 
correct them. 
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BY MIKE GALLAGHER 
Copyright 1996. The Cincinnati Enquirer 

he company hired by the U.S. Department of 
Energy to clean up Fernald has cheated the 
government out of millions of dollars and jeop- 
ardized the safety of plant workers and neigh- 

Wrongdoing by the Ferndd 'Environmental Restoration 
rvlanagement CO: (FERMCO) and a lack of oversight by 
the Energy Department show that secrecy and deceit 
continue to be the watchwords at the former uranium 
processing plant 18 miles northwest of Cincinnati. 

bors, an Enquirer investigation has uncovered. 

nre Enquirer found during a six-month' investi- 
gation that FERLICO and its parent company, 
Fluor Daniel Corp., collected millions oi dollars in 
periomance iees for incompiete work and billed 
the government for unauthorized work. 

Hundreds of saiety vioiacio:? ana other prob- 
lems. including many radiaf . . exposures. have 

. . been blamed on poor m a r  .rnent by FER%I- 
governme:. -?cords. 

tion also fo:;..: that the Energy 
versignt is iz; at the l.O%-acre 

work records, improper charge 
d inflated cost estimates are ram- 
cleanup operation, according to 
obtained by the newspaper. 

documents include internai memos 
a x i a l  reports of FERMCO, and 

the Department o i  Energy and 
ent's Office oi Inspector Gener- 

1:. company's senior management oificials 
-- -. -.:.;--knew about the finandaT'and reporting 

':. problems. but did little or nothing to stop 

' FERkICO is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Fluor Daniel. a multinational design and construc- 
tion corporation based in Imine, C a l i  The S2.2 bil- 
lion contracf awarded to Fluor Daniel/-- 
in 1992, is' the first and only sitewide nuclear 
cleanup contract the company has received from 
the Energy Depamnent To date the company has 
been paid S932 mill ion 

b o n g  the financial problems discovered by n e  Enquirer 
b FER%ICO gave fake performance reports to 

the Energy Department to cover up cost and 
schedule ovemtns, mainraining the company's eli- 
gibility for millions in performance fees. ?he Ener- 
gy Department has paid FERhICO S33.9 million on 
claims the company has submitted saying it met 
performance goals, 
b Ftnancial accounts and charge numbers used 

to bill the government were set up in violation o i  
the Energy Depamnent's and FERllCO's rules. So 
fa r  the govemment has-paid S12.6 million to 

(Please see FERMLD, Page -46) 

. >  ' .  Internal FERMCO documents show the 



; "If we find this is 
true, this is 

i- mmiy-miousAt - - 

i in tks contract being 
termina terl. '' 

! could flRSSibly result 
! 

I -Jack Craig, 1 Feniald .bea  Stipemisor,%r 

i about regorts of 

! 
I 

the Cis. Deparimettt o/Eizew, 

j comptrter tanipefing 

! b Travel costs questioned: i fluor OanieUFERUCO has billed the 
j government for S15 million in 
n unsubstantiated expemes. A7 I . b History repeats: Rr?JC's 

legacy of deception is as old Z j  ihe I piant &elf. A9 
j b Editorial: What negds :a 
1 be done. In Forum D2 

Bcrtaation Mancgmnt Clrwction 

U.S. Department 
of Energy 

'Owns and maintains nuclear cleanup 
sites nationwide that were part of a 
government weapons development 
program that began in the earty 1940s. 
Femald, a former uranium refinery, is 
one of 'these plants. 

- -  

H a z e l  R. 
O'Leaw 
Energy 
Department 
Secretary. . 

Thomas Grumbty - Acting 
Undersecretary. 
James Owendotl - Energy 
Department's Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Environmental 
Management. 
J. Phil Hamric - Director of the Energy 
Department's Ohio field office. 
Jack Craig - Energy Department's 
Femald Area Supervisor. 

Fluor Corporation 
One of the wodd's largest engineer- 
ing, construction, maintenance and 
diversified services corporations, 
based in Irvine, Calif. In 1994, the 
company had 39,807 employees and 
reported S192 million in net earnings 
on revenues of S8.4 billion. 

LW 
McCraw 
fluor Corporation's 
chainan and chief 
executive officer. 

Fernald Environmental 
Restoration Management . 
CO. (FERMCO) - A  wholly owned 
subsidiary of Fluor Daniel with head- 
quarters at Femaid. FERMCO was set 
up to manage the day-today cleanup 
operations at the 1,050-acre former 
uraniurn-processing plant at Femald. 
The company h a s  a five-year, $2.2 bil- 
lion contract to manage the cleanup. 
Don Otte - FERMCO president. 

i Mike Gallagher, 
?& 38, has been an 
S investigattve reporter 

with The Enquirer 
since June 1995. 
Before that he was an 

is'J ": investigative reporter 
for Gannett Suburhan 

Newspapers in White Plains, New York 
Last summer he broke the story that 
radium buried in the wastes at Femald 
might be a key to a potential cure for 
cancer. He also has wntten reports on 
Medicare fraud among the nation's hos- 
pitals, a Cincinnati policy that allows 
city workers to cash out vacation and 
sick time, and national investigations on 
cyberspace pornography. 

,~~ 

' >  

r-\ 

duced investigations and special ' 

reports on the war in Bosnla, the 
Interstate Parole System, the Ohlo 
Department of Liquor Control. rrvemoat 
gambling and Over-the-Rhlne. 

Eavid Hells, 
43, projects editor for 
The Enquirer, h a s  
been with the newspa- 
per since 1974. He 
directs the speciai pro- 
jects team. which in 
the past year has ore- 

' Huor Daniel. the company's 
principal operating business. 

3 
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COhTNUED FROM P-IGE A1 
FEELMCO on tilee unauthorized accounts. 
b FEZMCO employees - including 

unauthorized personnel -charged millions 
oi dollars to accounts that were set up to pay 
for  other. government-approved projects. 
b FERVICO officials often have billed the 

government without identiiying what a spe 
ciic charge was for or to what project it was 
!inked. The government pzia  the bills any- 
way. 

w FE%MCO oiiicials submitted phony 
cost and xork estimates io rhe Ener,g 
Department wrich resulted in milions of 
aoilars in overbudgeting a d  overhding. 

-FZRMCO .. Fisident 3ori.-Offe. said 
Thursday that he believes ail ,accounts used 
to bill the government have been properly 
authorized by the Energy Department Mr. 
Ofte said an auditing team was brought in 
irom.Rour Darie! headquarters last week 
because of questions raised in interviews 
with Tne Enquirer. The newspaper raised 
these questions in a series o i  interviews with 
company o i f ids  that began on Jan. 24. 

Repeated reqmts by ?;le Enquirer to 
interiew Fluor Corporation Chairman and 
Chief Executive Ofiicer Les SIcCraw have 
been denied. even aiter a reporter traveled 
to Fluor headquarters near Los Angeles to 
meet with Mr. .\.IcCnw on Feb. 2. Lee 
Tasnjian Jr.. Fluor's vice president of corpo- 
rate re!ations. met with T i e  Enquirer but 
declined to comment, saying. "We need time 
to look into these matters." 

Energy ,Secretary Hazel 0'La-y and her 
chiei deputy, Tiomas Grumbly, refused 
repeated requesrs for inteniew. However, 
d e r  !cminq oi 7;re Enqrrirers tindings 10 
days <go, S~C~EZZU~ O ' k a r y  dispatched 
Janes Owendoii. Deputy .Assistant 
Sctcretary for Erironmental Management 
kom Washin,qton to invesa.gaate. 

Fake performance reports 
FERMCO wants the Energy Department 

twextend its fiveyear Fernaid contract 
which expires in 17 months. If the govern- 
ment determines FE!&ICO is chronicdy 
over budgec behind schedule and under- - .  

---"-* -. Y--  ~ 

formance fees. according to the Energy 
Dezarment 



'Ihe memo, wiceii by William R Den 
.ierder. wno at thq time was Principal 
?reject Controls Engineer Specialist for 
I:ERiilCO. reads in part 

"Occasionally we find during reviews and 
:nalysis :hat we have inadvertently ovcrsiat- 
:d our prosmss . . . It is irnuortani for our 
eredibiity and consistency oi tiaa thst KC' 

:ot change history. 
:fierefore. once perior- 
.nance is claimed. we 
\*ill not claim "negative 
2erfomance" to make 
corrections: We will 
leave the performance 
calculation as 'reported 
(to the government) 
until the real perior- 
rnance catches up in ;i 
fmre period." 
Tie company. (if- 

zlined to r a k e  Air. Ih 
3erder availnble 5: in- 
ierviews. hlr. Cilte <aid Lhe cimo referred 
only to "snail coiiections," i:i the perior- 
sancerr;orts, " '~w~xi .LDenHerk~xas Q-. 
ing to do at the time was to tell people to do 
it right" 

Jack Craig, who oversees the Fernald 
cleanup tor the l3e r .y  Department. said he 
had not seen the Den Hercler memo until 
j7ie Enqxirer told him about it. 

"I c m  tell yoi! 1 *.*:as cstremcly bolhercd 
by it 'and i turntti it wer to (higher Energy 
Departmcnt officiaizr :mti tfiscuscd it \k i th  

the Inspecor Gewr:ii here ;it Fernaid." Xlr. 
Craig said in a Decem- . 
ber 28 interview. "I cer- 
tainly never authorized 
them to do that and I 
can tell you no one in 
the Deparment of 
Energy wer did either." 

In a February 6 re 
port to. his superiors, 
Mr: Craig said his office 
had interviewed Mr. 
Den Herder and still 
was evaluating Mr. 
Ofte's explanation of 
the memo. Mr. Craig 

.is0 said M Energy Department audit team 
xas investigating other allegations of 
improper performance reports -At this time 

j . . . the DOE audit team has concluded that 
1 FERMCO has not attempted to &lead the 

g'overnment concerning the reporting of 
progress." 

Another document shows the company 
took steps to make sure that conected fig- 
u r e  aborit actual work p r o w s  never made 
it to the government James D W .  a comput- 
er prognmmcr !'or the company, :vas 
ordered to modi& a pro.enn1 to ensure the 
inaccuncies were not cgrrectei. accordinc 
io an .+d 1994 memo. 

The program rnodiiication pre*ientec'. 
employees irom iowering h e  .mount or 

. completed work the company had claimed 
and prevented rqorts  irom sno\\ing ;hat 
m y  job iiad cweeded its budget. according . -  r.cn9 (,-n _-.._.. -.. . 

klr. Ilyar i i n s  since retired from the COT-- 
pany. Kcpeaced telephone calls to Mr. D>x's 
home were no1 returned. 

hlr. Ofte said Thursday company oiildals 
have not yet hiked to Mr. D!.ar and had not 
been able to confirm the modiiimtion. 

Vr. Craig said that he knew nothing abot!i 
FERhICO's computer modification unrii . 
iniormed by n e  Gquirer and th3t a gov- . 
ernment investigation has begun. 

"If we find this is true, this is e-zeiy 
serious. It could possibly result in this con- 
tract being terminated," Mr. Craig said. . Many of the internal FERMCO reports, 
memos and documents that reveal past and 
continuing problems have not been seen 
before now by Energy Department officials, 
accordmg to Mr. Craig and J. Phil Hamric 
ciirector of the Energy Department's Ohio 
field office. 

Government d e s  broken 
Lineby-line reports of the control 

accounts and charge numbers were given to 
nie Enquirer by Fluor DanieVFEXMCO 
management sources who said they think 
the..company ishvolved in "fraudulPnr 
behavior" and "hiding mischarge abuse 
from the government" They requested 
anonymity for fear of losing their jobs. 

The reports rweal that ERMCO has set 
up 226 control accounts and charge num- 
bers with no budgets or full authorization 
kom the Energy Department 

The accounts and charge numbers are 
used to bill the government on a revohing 
basis for ongoing work. The Energy 
Department's Budget fieattion Manual, 
Energy Department and FERiiICO records, 
reviewed by 7ke Enquim, details precisely 
how government authorization must. be 
obtained before a control account and 
charge number can be opened and used. 
and how a company must use an account 
once it is authorized The rules prohibit sev- 
eral of the m of fhan~ial practices being 
used by FERMCO officials. 

Numerous control accounts and charge 
m d x r s  were opened with only a few cenrs 
or a few dollars in their budgets. FERUCO 
charcded-md the government paid - tens 
of thousands of dollars for work diegdly 
performed bY the company under these 
accounts. 

For example. one charge number with a 
budget of only $393 was used to charge 
the government $75,052.41. h another c a ~ e  
an account for "boiler relocation construc- 
tion." was budgeted at 59 cents. yet c o m a  
ny records show the government pkd 
$23,31564. 

The reports also show that in some cases. 
FERMCO h i  charged the government - 
dollars through a control account ana 
charge number with no authorized budget 
and that the company plans to charge hun- 
dreds of thousands more. 

For example. FERMCO set up a control 
account and charge number with no budget 
and as of December 1995 had used it io 
charge the government S355.36025 for 
"non-technical engineering support" 
Accordmp to FERMCQ renorts thP mmna- 

. 
a d  W ~ S  paid - hundreds of thousands of 

ny expects to charge the government 
sSZ341.66223 on that account before the p re  
ject is completed. 
The Energy Department's Mr. Cmig, after 

reviewing FEmlCO h a n a a l  records provid- 
ed by 77le Enquirer, said he had no idea why 
Cnarge numbers ~d control accomLs wuuld 
be set up without budgels or :vny they would 
be without s i p d  government authorization. 

(Please see Page A71 
CONrIiiUED FROM PAGE A6 
He said he had started an investigation to find 
out. 

"I've never seen these (FERMCO han- 
cial) reports before." Mr. Craig said, after 
reviewing records obtained by 'Ihe E x q u h  
"I don't know what is going on here. but I 
will find out" He said he needed to talk to 
on-site Energy Department auditors and 
investigators before he couid comment fur- 
ther. 

FERMCO officials also failed to follow 
their company rules in setting up the 
accounts by not tirst having the required 
internal approvals, according to FERMCO 
sources and company records. 

-- Tk-governmenrhas-paid bills on the 
unauthorized accounts ranging h m  a few 
cents to more than S1.7 million. ?he unau- 
thorized charges were made from 
December 1992 to the present 

Mr. Ofte said Thursday all of the work was 
. authorized. 

Longstanding problem 
A Dec. 9. 1993 internal memo kom a 

meeting of FERMCO supervisors reveals 
that the company was aware of serious prob 
lems with its charge numbers in its first year 
on the job. . . .  

Problems highlighted in that memo 
included: 
b Concernihat 'numerous* &or Diu@ 

'employees were improperly using the con 
trol accounts to charge the gwernment for 

k"costs are docited ti.i.manager': 
account without his knowtedge'. . . " 
b Control Account Managers "are unable 

to properly explain or defend miinces,tha- 
occur due to unexpectecf 
charges to their accounts." .- .1, 

~Anycredibilitycon~gtfiearroUnt 
ing, forecasting. and'- . .  .measure 
ment systems o n e  i$ 

those invohred'ip.iiiipk$&ntiug & e w e  
c m o t e x p l a i n w h i c h ~ a r e r e a L "  -; 
b The p e r f o ~ ~ ~ i c i i ' f t ~ ~ ~ ~ k ~ n ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ ~ ~  

posedly in place is n "' -.-. able" . 
- - ,-."Effective cod e n c b y  -th: 
responsible The problems m a t l d s m p o s s i b l e .  ~ e r e ~ ~ t d  --in an ink 

nal FERMCO memo dated March 28.1%. 
Written by.,c-Mdc : Abertin, the 

FERhlCO's vice president of constmctior 
:o'other FEItclCO executives. the mem 
said that control account managers had n 
control over what was being spent on k 
mount s  and that the company was contin1 
ins  to charge the government for work 0 
projects that supposedly were hished. 
U e r t i n  is now FE!WCO's Project hiar 

. .  

. : . uve&ble costs,; .I ";'. 1 .  - : .. 

- . 

. ! . 

b "Ihe sys&-is, 

.- . 
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Cleaning up Femald: About 20 million pounds of radioactive waste is stored in the two underground silos in the foreground. 



. 
iger of Facility Demolition. 

spuiically. Mr. Abcrtin's memo said thc 
system: 
b Failed to provide account managers 

"with information on what the charge !vas 
for; and what task was worked on." 

.slowed the goverrimenl to he charged 
beiore an account was opened and d e r  n 
project was completed. 
b Permitted workers not on a projKt to 

make charges to that project 
The company declined to make Mr. 

Albertin avaiIable for interviews. Despite the 
warnings in his memo, the company's inter- 
nal linancial reports reveal the problems 
continued to occur 18 months later. 

In a monthly'report to the Energy 
Department last Nov. 2. FERMCO conceded 
it was charging for some work under a newly 
opened account. even though the work and 
budget for that project were a u t h o w  by 
the goverriment under two other control 
accounts. 

In that repon the company promised to 
correct the problem by September 30.1997. 
So far. the records reveal. the problem has 
not Seen-ccted.  . . . - .- . . 

Mr. Craig said he  had not seen the 
November. 1995 report. "But I can say that 
there should be very tight controls on the 
use of accounts and charge numbers 
to p m t a i y  abuse. I will be investigating 

lwiiat.'.i@jpne on here" Mr. Craig also 
. ''t- memo '&s&ing." 

': ..... .g. . .  -; '. -:*v- 

;.:*,..+&o estimates 
offiaals repeatedly have given 

'fwer&Department officials at Fernald 
inW&Cdst estimates for proPosed projects 

I, -1. r 

Ileted ;in Y);xnCox:i I<cadiness Review" 
md had fail+ to c;ji1i!)ictt: I C ~ L S  IXRMLO 
:lain14 hag been performed, 

ivlr. Craig confirmed that FI~HMCO's 
neporrs misled the government and resultcd 
n the project's delay. 

"They had not completed all the things 
hey claimed they had." he said. 
b FERiiCQ records obtained by Tie 

Znquirer show company officials in 1993 
submined idated cost estimates to the 
3nergy Department for the demolition and 
jismanrling o i  Plant 7 .  a contaminated build- 
ng at Fernald. 

FERMCO and government records reved 
he company suppiiea the Energy Depart- 
ment t5ith nnnen estimates in 1993 that 
jhowed the. subcontracting costs 'foiais- 
mantling and demolishing Plant 7 would be 
about $5.5 million. When FERMCO 
received a signed contract from a subcon- 
tractor on Aug. 23, 1993, showing the work 
would be done for S1.S million, company ohi- 
rials purposely did not notify the Energy 
Deparunent about the lower cost 

Additionally, nre Enquirer has obtained a 
copy of an O c t  17, 1995 deposition of 
Thomas Vunak 111. a FERiMCO official 
involved in preparing the Plant 7 estimates. 
Mr. Vunak -2s providing testimony in an .  
ongoing civil suit 6led in 1994 by former 
FEELMCO employee William Watt, who is 
suing Fluor Daniel/FERiiICO in US. 
Districr Court in Cincinnati. for alleged 
financial wongdoinq. 

In his deposition. Mr. Vunak testified that 
his bosses at FERMCO ordered him not to 
tell the governmenr about the lower. signed 
conbzcc and to kee? Ssith their original esti- 
mate for the Plant T w r k  so the govcrnmcnt 
would not learn of it. 

the Energy Deparment to pay the cornpan:; 
a periormance fee ior obtaining a contract 
with the subconmctor to complete the 
demoliaon ana dismantling of h t  7 ior 
less than FERMCO aiginally estimated. 

'They did the originai estimate ($5.3 mil- 
lion) and then whcr. a bid came in for Si.8 
million. they submitted it as a 'cost savings 

0 

. 

Mr. Craig said EXMCO also tried to get . 



Trave3 expenses 
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"Maybe they 
should be (verified), - 
but there has to be a 
!itt!e trust when you 
nire a company to per- 
form work for you." 

. SIr. Craig said. "If 
xe're doing some- 
thing wrong. then we 
should change it" 

Mr. Craig said 
Enem Department 

. 

auditors at h e  depart- 
ment's Ohio tieid 
oifice also do not d e  
mand the accrual re- ceipts ceipts when they re- 

BY JUKE GXLIGHER 
Zopyignt 19%. Tine Cincinnati Enquirer 

uring the pnsr three years the 
U.S. Degartnient ~i Energy has 
paid more than 813 iniiiion ir, 
unsubstandated trweiespenses 
to the companies clcming up 

Fernaid. lke Gtquircr has Icrtrned. 
'Tile payments :ire based on typewirren 

satemenis from the cotnpanies s i t h  no 
receipts or other documentation. This pay- 
zxnt procedure continues despite the hct 
lhat the government has determined the 
companies inproperly charqcd it SLti mii- 
iion ior travel expenses in riciadon n i  the 

ernald conrract 'Denveer! Sptemher 1003 

The government found that beoveen 
September 1992 and 1Y93 the: companies 
overcharged the Energy Department by 
nore than S1.2 million. From 1993 through 
19319.1 the amount was .CiOO.O00. 

An audit of the 1995 travel expenses oi 
Ferna!d Environmental Restoration Mar.- 
agement Co. (FERCICO) and its parent 
c.ompany. Fluor Dcaniel. has iiot been done 
:et. 

a a September 1394. 

'13e :mnpmies x e  
. hiiiiag - <and retcriv- 

i g q  - :a average 0 1  
:iiure rhan $ a l l  7 . W  
zer month ior trwel 
costs. xcording to 
ilnanciai records of 
;!IC E3c.w Dcpnri- 
nrenr.: I:ER%ICO ;ma 
Fluor D*aniel of Ir\+nr, 
calx 
Energy Department 

records show it usual- 
iy makes payment on 
Lqose unsubstantiated 
5ds h i ~ n  15 days. 

Asked why the gov- 
rnment pays the in- a ices without check- 

ing their validity, Jack 
Craig, the Energy De- 
partment's cniei at 
Ferndd. said it is a 
matter o i  trust 

view the companies' 
charges. "Because we 
don't have the man- 
power available to 
handle all that ire- 
ceipts) ." 

8ecause-ef the overx2wge tinaings a!id 
budget constraints, the governmen: has 
ordered Fluor Daniel/FEX\ICO KO CUI its 
1% travel charges by 25% of wna: it Siiied 
the government in 1995. 
Fluor Daniel/FER\ICO repid S509.6'25 

o i  the 512 million in disputed 1993 travel 
costs. The company stiil is negotiating the 
remaining $691.000. Segoiiations haw not 
begun on an additionalSXN.000 in irnprqw 
charges for 1991, which were revealeri in a 
recently completed E n e r s  Dep'art~nent 
audit report 

The Energy Department ligreed tu rein:- 
burse the company for travel expenses 
when it signed a Gveyear contract wiilh 
FIl;or Daniel/-FERMCO in 1992. The gov- 
e m e n c  agreed to pay Fluor Daniel/FE?X 
CO for all Fernald-related travei costs. 
including: airfare. car rends. lodging. ser 
diems. relocation, travel and regismtion for 
work-related training. 

Mr. Craig said most of FIuor 
DanieVf EIWCO's multi-million dolIar 
overcharges dealt with improper relocation 
costs billed to the government including 
paying per diems to employees who were 
sent to Ferndd and remained there after 30 
days. The conuact called for per diem pay- 
mcnts (often $56 to $% per day) to be halt- 
ed dter they were employed 30 days at the 
site. 

"We didn't learn of the 1933 problem until 
Ins; year when the audit for that time peeod 
was tinallp completed." blr. Craig said?Tnr 
auciit for 1!%4 shows us stiil being improp 
rriy cnarged for more than S-lr?O.W. but 
hol,'eiuily we have iacntiiied [he problem 
and it !vi11 he ked." 

Despite the overcharges. hlr. Craig said 
thc Encrfly Department does not intend io 
denma the receipts ior costs Fluor 
DmieliFERiilCO wiil claim in the iuture. 
and wi i l  still relv on the companies' type 
\ci,nen reports. . Mr. Craig also acknowledged that neither 
Fluor Daniel nor FERWO keot all their 

- 

. 
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awn tnvel receipts for 
auditing purposes be 
ween l(B3 and early 
1995. 

'?Ve found out they 
weren't keeping the 
receipts, but we've 
now hopeiully fixed. 
that ana told them to 
maintain them. But 
they still don't have to 
send them to us when 
they submit their in- 
voices." Mr. Craig 
said. 

?he company does- 
a't prcwide receipts 
for irs travel expenses 
when it bills the gov- 

. ernment because it 
doesn't have to. said 
FERVCO President 
Don Ofte. 

The  government 
sets the rules ana 
does not require us to 

. . __ _. . -- - .- __ .- wbmit- actual receipts 
with our (travel) in- 
voices. ... .& far as 
the disputed costs. we 
Save taken care of 
part of that problem 
and are discussing the 
remaining balance 
vith'them." 

Mr. Ofte did not 
comment about why 
his company charged 
the government for 
the unallowable travel 
expenses. 

ager of the Energy 
Deparmient's Ohio 
field nffice. however.' 
said the Energy D e  
partment considers 
the companies' type 

?.Mitten invoices proper documentation. 
The department also doesn't routinely 

q u i r e  Ruor Daniel/FERMCO to submit 
Teceipts for an audir said klr. Hamric. T h e y  
do the audits through random checks. 
neaning they will ask for receipts for oniy 
certain itcms. It's not a perfect system, but 
it's what we have to work with." 

The department doesn't ask for receipts 
"because we just don't have the manpower 
fo handle all that" Mr. Hamric said. %e 
way we're doing this. paying off those 
invoices. is the best we can do. We also hope 
our auditors can catch any problem later 
aoun the line." 

Tne Energy Department ais0 does not 
require Ruor DanieiiFERMCO to repay the 
Overnment the interest it has earned on 
e "disallowed costs" ($1.6 d o n  so far). 
don't think we've ever done t h a "  Mi. 

J. Phil H&c, man- 

Hamricsgid. . 
4 
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The Energy Department roliiinelv pays Fluor GanieVFERMCO for travel expenses 
such ts rhese - thousands c! dcrllars worth sirbmirted as a typewrirten list, no , 

1951: The Atomic Energy I 
Commission selected Fernald. i 
Ohio (population 30) from among 1 
63 sites nationwide as the site 

I for a uranium processing plant, a 
key component of America's 
nuclear weapons complex. From 1 
1952 to 1989. workers at Femald 
transformed raw ores into round 
uranium "derbies" that were 
shipped to other sites for further 
refinement. 
1953. Fu!l-scale production 

1956 Dliring peak prcduction, 
!he Fernald plant employed 
2.891 people. Through the years. i 
more t t m  7.000 people work 
there. I 

1962 AS produc;ion siows, iqy- 
offs begin. Within a few years 
employment is cut in half. 

i 

i 
j 
j 

beyins. I 

I 
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197k Residents living near 
Femald speak out !or the first 
time about potential health haz- 
ards. 
1 9 W  Fernald's manager, 
National Lead of Ohio (NLO). 
admits that radioactive dust has 
been emitted. Government offi- 
cials also confirm that off-site 
drinking wells have been conta- 
minated. The citizen watchdog ' 

group Femald Residents for 
Environmental Safety and Health 
is formed. 
1985: Femald residents file suit 
against NLO for emotional dis- 
tress and damaged property val- 
ues. Westinghouse replaces 
NLO as plant manager. 
1989: Uranium production at 
Femald stcps and the plant joins 
a national list of Superfund 
cleanup sites. Residents win a 
578 million settlement. 
1990: Femald workers file a 
class-action lawsuit for emotional 
distress Over possible health 
hazards. They won a $1 5 million 
settlement plus life-long medicai 
monitoring in August 1994. 
1992 Ene.3 Department selects 
FERMCO, a company formed by 
Irvine, Calif.-based. Ruor Daniel, 
as new manager. The contract is 
hailed as a model for cleaning up . 
other nuclear weapons sit&. 
1993 A study by the Centers for 
Disease Control' and Prevention 
reveals that radioactive air emis- 
sions from Femald were three 
times higher than previous esti- 
mates. 
19% FERMCO is criticized by 
federal offiaals for expenses. 

---=L.. 

' 



i 995: hudear medicine 
searchers say radium s t d -  
xed at Fernald is the world's 
q e s t  stockpile and is vrtal to 
.:ancer research. They urge the 
:nergy Departme.nt to delay "vit- 
-;iication" - sealing the radium 0 glass-like beads. 

1996: On Feb. 5. EPA officials 
announced it has completed 
plans for treating contaminated 
ground water and soil. The total 
estimated cost of the scaled- 
back cleanup projfc: - estimat- 
ed at S4.8 billion il: 1995 - is 
now S2 billion. Offici& preaiet 
the site will Se sa% for industrial 
and other uses. including park- 
land. 

_-. . 

Enquirer fde photos 
Confrontation: National Lead managers (from left) A.M. Spenceley, W.J. Adams and M.W. Boback, listen at a 1985 news 
conference as Lisa Crawford. above right, and other residents challenge them on safety issues at the uranium processing plant. 

Historv meats itself 
BY TI31 BONFIELD 
Copyright 1996, 'The Cincinnati Enquirer 

our decades have passed since the Fernald uranium 
processing plant transformed 1,050 acres. of sleepy 
farmland IS miles northwest of Cincinnati into a vital F part of America's nuclear weapons complex. 

From construction that began in 1951 to the end of opera- 
tions in 1989, more than 7,000 workers at Fernald produced 
the raw material for the atomic bombs that helped win the 

m o l d  War. Yet the Fernald legacy also has been tarred by four 
decades of secrecy, denial, false assurances, bad man- 
agement and unanswered questions. . 

As an Enquirer investigation shows, this 
web of deceit continues today - even &er a 
history laced with countless government 
reports, audits and hearings; two historic 
classadon lawsuit settlements on behalf of 
neighbors and workers; and a litany of allega- 
tions and protests kom whistleblowers and 
community activists. 

Throughout its history, the Department of 
Energy has changed management at the 
Fernaid site. three times. And since closing 
the plant in 1989, the government has poured 
up to 8260 million a year into cleaning up the 
radioactive and hazardous pollution left 
behind. Questions about how well that money 
has been spent have plagued Fernald for 
years. 

But perhaps the most disturbing aspect of 
Fernald's checkered past is thas compared 
with other nuclear weapons sites, Fernaid is 
considered by many to be a success story. 

I I  



f m d d  is one of the few nuclear sites that 
is compieted the years oi planning in~cjl~ed 

3 deciding how to clkdn up the mess. In iact 
:ame of the real'cleanup w o r ~  has begun. 

Longtime critics of Fernald have haded the 
:,ivel of public involvement in recent years. 
.:nd after bad experiences xith previous can- 
x tors ,  the agreement between the Energ). 
3eparunent and FEKMCO wzs envisioned as 

j u p e r h d  sites. 
'Wgs were pretty bad 12 years ago, but 

now we have a seat at the table." said Lisa 
Crawford. president of Fernala Residents for 
Environmenral Safety and Health FRESH). 

Mrs. Crawford has fought for 12 yews to 
close and clean up Fernald. 

'Tie biggest deception was that nobody 
really knew what this plant really did." Mrs. 
Crawford said. "People just flat-out were not 
tald. It \vas damn the Iorpedoes. iUfl.speed 
ahead. We're going to 5uiid bombs no maner 
xhat. We hzve uugnt ihem chat i r  doesn't pay 
ii) lie itnvmore. Psopie haw h e  tight to know 
..vhat is in t1:eir water imd wnat Is in :heir &.'. 

.-\ revie; oi'tiiore iqm 1.tN new3 articles 
Aoiit Frrriaid reveais ~ S C  a panern oi denial 
q x ~ d  hoin the Lc!'cOnstix&Jfl in 
i%1 -just two :;ears aiter the Soviet h i o n  
h;id detonated i~ G r s r  atomic bomb. 

Fcrnaid was part or' thc SSUO l)illitrn Cuiti 
'.':Jr eiiort io build up . h e r i d s  nuclear 'me- 

i For most of its history, the plant's official 
! name was the Feed Materials Processing 1 Center. It is known as the Fernald plant 
! because it is near the tiny viilage o i  Fernaid 
I in Crosby Township. ai It was in 1951. while announcing the loca- 

tion of the new atomic plant that the first 
; deceptionwasuttered. ' 

! James E Chandler, the lirst manager at 
F d d .  vowed to the press and public that 
the new plant "would not create environmen- 
tal toxic or radiological hazards." 

Despite an officiaily giistening safety 
record, former workers recall the add fumes. 
the layers of radioactive dust and the smoke 
of frequent uranium 'chip fires." They 
remember working €or years with no more 
protection than hard hats and gloves in areas 
where cleanup workers today won't go with- 
out full radiation suits. masks and air lines. 
A dassaction lawsuit brought by former 

Fernald workers ended in August 1994 with a 
$15 million settlement plus lifelong medical 
monitoring for workers. The case - the fhst 
legal victory by any group of atomic workers 
-brought reams of long-hidden documents 

. 

3 national model for cleaning up ocker 

:!3L 

to light 
In 1955, hne io  Gailina was severely 

burned by &um-laced acid when he tried 
to clear a clogged chute with a sledgeham- 
mer. Rather than being nospitalized he was 
treated for two w&ks ac the plant's tirst aid 
station. During his recovery, he was escorted 
to the plant to shuffle paper so that the man- 
agement would not have to report a lost work 
time accident. 

Other documents showed that Fernald 
managers were aware since the 1 % ~  that 
workers were exposed to potentiailv danger- 
ous levels of radioactive uranium dust and 
other hazards, yet delayed taking corrective 
"c,:"" 

I 
: si& and investigations rdedsed documents 
! iii'dicating that worixrs were given virtualiy 
I [io reiiableiniormation about the h d t h  risks 
/ they iaced. Among the documents. intqnal 
: reports that iisted uranium concentrations at 

Frrmid hundreds oi times - sometimes as 
' high ns 6.3 di?:es - above government E m  

p 

In 19'34. a House subcommittee on over- 

. .  
: iis. 

7 -  

I :;en b~nvee!~  E83 and A%. the triai cGn- . -  
irmcd chat Fernala managers implemented a 
fudge iacior' lor measuring the buildup of 
adioachdust lads on workers' dosage 
)adges. Designed to correct misleading read- 
ngs. the corrcction was so lyge that some 
workers actually had negative radiation read- 
n s -  

Throughout the litigation, National Lead of 
3hio WLO), which operated the plant from 
1953 to 1985, maintained that workers were 
iot exposed to emordinary health hazards 
it the plant and that it followed the best an& 
ible safety standards of the time. 

IC was 1984 when the government offici&- 
niomed Mrs. Ciawford that radioactive pol- 
ution had contaminzed her farmly's drinking 
well. Even worse were the revelations that 
he EneTG3eparunent and Fernald man- 
igers had found the contamination in 1981 
md 1982. but said nothing. 

"We drank from that well for four years. I 
ook at my son every single day and pray he's 
{oing to be OK." Mrs Gawford said. 

For years, the Energy Department and 
Fernaid managers had shrugged off dega- 
ions that pollution from Fernald threatened 
he stirrsunding environment and the health 
)f nearby residents. As the years passed, data 
:o the contrary emerged. 

In June 1986. the Sierra Club reported that 
radioactive pollution was leaking from waste 
pits into the ground water below F d c t  
;hreaterring the Great b l i i  Aquifm At the 
ime. Fernald officials denied the ieport; so 
did the Ohio Environmental Protection 
Agency. Four days later, the Ohio EPA con- 
h e d  that waste was escaping the pits 

gut there ms more. By S e p k h e r  1986, a 
Congressional investigation uncovered dccu- 
rnents showing th3t Fernald officials knew in 
1964 thzt waste pits were contaminating 
ground -water. 'I7-m in Warch 1987. more 
documents showed that the US. Geological 
Survey had warned the Atomic Energy 
Commission of the gmund water pollution 
risk in 1951. 

Fernald officials also said in public that 
Paddy's Run Creek, which runs near the 
piant was not polluted. It was. The govern- 
ment tried to tell neighbors that uranium dust 
was too heavy to float beyond piant bound- 
aries. But it did. 
Tnen. when it was dear that radioactive 

dust had in fact escaped from smokestacks 
ana scrubbers into the atmosphere, the 
Energy Degarrmenc underrepresented the 
aiioorne e.?lissions sratistics 

Lntii 1993, Fernald and the Energy 
Deparunent estimated that 2S3.300 pounds of 
airborne uranium emissions were reieased 
between 1951 and 1988. Another 169,974 
pounds were re!eased into the water. 

In 1993. when the Centers for Disease 
Control and h e n t i o n  looked at the original 
notebooks kept at Fernald rather than sum- 
mary reports, the airborne emission estimate 
tripled to 1 minion pounds. The water pollu- 
tion emissions were raised to 217,800 pounds. 

The discovery cf contaminated off-site 
drinking weh uinmatelv led to 3 class-acnon 
Izsuit brought by neighbors oi Frrndd. 
?;ley won a S i 3  midion serjement based pn- 
mariiy on emotionai &stress and IOSS of prop 
errty values. 

And despits Energy Department claims 
tSat the level of entironmental contamination 
poses no serious health risks, the Girl Scouts 
dosed Camp hss Trails near F d  in 
1988. The Energy Department supplied fami- 
lies near Fernaid with bottled water. And the 
federal government agreed to pay '$42 mil- 
lion to extend county water lines to 110 resi- 
dences south of the Femald plant. 

body snatching at Fernald - long dismissed 
as a rumor fostered by paranoid antinuclear 
activists - were substaatiaily true 

In 1986, the widow of Fernald worker 
k y  Hicks sued .W. charging that the 
campany eonspKedt&ak organs from her 
dead husband without her -on. His 
orgaas were, in fa& sent to a government 
lab for radiation analysii. 

But the U.5 District 
Court ruied that core 
,er Frank Cleveland 
cas within his author- 
ty to send samples frm Mr. Hicks' body to 
he lab without obtaining permission. 

Again, there was mcre. In June 1995. 77ie 
Znnquirer learned that researchers zt Fernaid 
jecredy set up a pathology and forensic labe 
wry to conduct radiation experheno 
ising the body parts of deceased employees 
md 11 private arizens during the 1950s and 
L W S .  

In 1986, the Energy Department and the 
EP,4 agreed to put Fernald on the national 
Superfund list oiu-aste sites requiring priori- 
? d o n .  A remediation study thas would 
nvencory the pollution problems and outline 
the deanup suategy was to be hished in 
three years. 

Instead. the planners drew fire irom 
Congress for spending more than SlW mii- 
lion over six years aid still not reaching any 
conclusions on future land use. cieanup metk 
oas. disposal rites or the level of environmer: 
tal protection needed. 
By 1993, the House Energy and Commerc 

subcommittee on oversight and investiga- 
tions met to review "serious problems" at 
Fernald. including SM shortages. lack of 
@aining and undisciplined operations that__ 
have impaired safety and clevlup efforts at 
Che planc 

Tnere were ailegations of massive travel 
Sudgen. purchasing o i  unneeded equipmer. 
and other wasteful spending. FERMCO nea 
ly lost its conrract over the allegations. 
In 1994. an Energy Deparm.ent Inspector 

General's report blasted Fernald conmctor 
FERMCO for spending S642.000 on m e e  
ST furniture. storage and damage. Earlier 
1%. a Generai kcounanq Office report 
blamed previous conaactor Wesringhou~ 

Documents have shown that allegations 01 

I , .  

lncino wtrt;nmmr wnrrh C 3  'I millinn 
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Contaminated site 
Investigation of Fernald reveals 
an atmosphere of anemic ethics. 

Workers have been exposed to radia- 
tion repeatedip; radioactive materials 
have been misplaced or mismarked: 

E-x~yone knosvs radiation poison- 
‘?.g causes sickness, eye3 aeach. But 

’ ilow .we also know: Sick ethics can 
c x s e  raciiation leaks and poison pablic 
iaith in government. Thanks to a 
fou-part Etzuzcirer series beginning 
today. we are fkaing out how deceit: 
?ishonesty and secrecy have polluted 
:k 1931 Fernaid nuclear weapons 
ijiact, clinging xith a hal;;-!ife like 
:-zriiatioii. 

!r’j 2 jIov that should nake t.:{- 
3;l.yerj. cearcl; resiaects a r i  workers 
<. . . . ’  -1.  - c .. : ira . - go nuikar .  

&Aza0-T --5 ;i.&. h i L C = &  -by 
~ ! ! q / ! i r t r  ieporter Mike Gaiiagher: 

Thz company hired in 1992 io 
s i ~ n  ui) :he contaminated site oi a 
roid-mar xeapons plant has deliber- 
ate!y deceived the government to win 
rr?iiliocs in unearned “performance” 
fees. falsifying records ana w r k  pro- 
. g e s  + Imrna i  memos acd Cocumints 
from FERMCO, a subsidiar). of Fluor 
‘:miel of Irvine, Calif., snow that, 

eer management knew about the 
.<e reporting and f d e d  to stop it. 
b Computer software was modified 

:o create FEhMCO’s false reports to 
rke gwemrnent or: cost and geriorn- 
ance. 

+ A 1994 memo from a FERMCO 
Principal Projec: Controls Ei?,giir;eer 
Specialist said, “Occasionaiiy, we iinc 
iuiing riviews acd analysis that \‘:e 
iiave inad.;ertenci:~ oversxed o i i ~  
piogrcsj . . . TIiereiore. czce ?e:-- 
immzzce is ciaimea, we xi:! not c!aii?; 
‘aegative performance’ to make cor- 
rectiocs: We will leave the perform- 
ance calculation as reported tintil the 
rea! prn‘orrnacz catches up in a 
future period.’’ 
k FEXMCO oEtta1s used bogus ac- 

~:csiixs 10 miik the g o v e r n e x  acd 
;he goverzment paid almosr ivithoui 

b Careless and negligent handling 
oi dangerous radioactive urariium anti 
other rriateriais has contaminated the 
site with an appalling record of haz- 
ardous ioulups ana near-catasxophes. 

,.- . - -  
- 

, 

<Uf?S:i93. 

OPINION 

sabotage could have caused an explo- 
sion. 
b And through all this, offiaals of 

the Department of Energy, paid ta 
represent the public as on-site watch- 
dogs, have been snoozing at the 
switch during a China Syndrome 
meltdown of greed, secrecy, reckless- 
riess and deceit. . 
This is not just a .story of another 

private contractor taking taxpayers 

of malfeasance and negligence by the 
federal government. 

Chronic secrecy at Fernald, once 
justified to protect national security, 
has ..lingered like isotopesh, the, soil .. - gradually mutating to protect “job 
security” for a contractor at the pub- 
lic trough. And federal officials have 
been willing, if ignorant, accomplices. 

One federal officer quoted in the 
story said, “I don’t know what is 
going on here,’but I will find out” 
That’s half right. 

Who can depend on an agency led 
by Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary 
to investigdte FERMCO’s outrageous 
$5 niilliun in travel expenses for.one 
year - when she herself has soaked 

, rtlspayers for millions in lakkh travel 
;iiid UIipthical expenses? 

An independent agency shouli in- 
vestigate Fernald to: * Recover all unjustified expenses, 
with fines and interest. 

bProszcute any criminal viola-, 
tions, private or government; fire or 
remove any federal employees who 
f d e d  to do their jobs. 
b Put the FEILMCO contract under 

a microscope, to cancel whenit comes 
up for renewal in 17 months, or add 
public protection. 
Our region deserves better .than a 

federal “cleanup” that cleans out tax- 
payers while spreading more contami- 
nation. 

All taxpayers shodd demand an 
honest cleanup that shodd start by 
purging an unhealthy atmosphere of 
anemic’ethics at Fernald. 

.fw.sxhrs, -[t’s-a]so another s cad& __  . . 



Cin5n n ati Enquirer 
Cincinnati, OH 

. (5 = 341,046, 0 = 197,590) 
MONDAY FEBRUARY 12,1996 

Co ngyessm en ca 11 fo  Y independent in ves tiga ti0 ns 

The C i i  EnqureoPatridc R e u q  
On si&: A sign wekcming workers and visitors to Femald b o w  of an excellent record on worker safety. 
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b Safety jeopardized: 
Records show more than 1 .OOO. 
reports cf satety problems at : 
Fernala since Januarj :993. I 
included in the reports are 
seven criticality incidents, which 
occur when nuclear m t e s  are : 
claced too closely together. This 
could lead to a nuclear chain 
Icacrion and explosion. 41sp 
:!sitd are 78 incidents v j n w  

.:/orkers or their persmal cioth- 
:lq :.Jere contaminated aith 
:adation and incidents a i  
radioacrive contaminatiori in 
s-~seca!re_d loca!ions.-A5 

b CHEATING: FERMCO 
and its parent company. 
Fiuor Oaniel Corp. of Imine. 
Calif.. systematically cheat- 

. eo the government out of 
millions in its Fernald . 
cleanup. 

b SAFETY PROBLEMS A 
pattern of lifethreatening 
mistakes bv FERMCO. 

-Sunday 

secreily developing an alter- 
native that could cost $190 
miHion more. . 

b 6~oukTaxpayers  
are footlng the bill for $l3 
million in severance pay to 
476 pnvate employees of 
RRMCO. The buyouts aver- 
age S27,OOO each. - Coming Wednesday 

- coming Tuesday 

- Today I LACK OF OMRSIIIHI: 
b SECRET PROJECT . Enerav Deoartment oerson- 
Fluor OaniellFERMCO 
knows its proposal :or 
cteaning up 20 million 

ne1 siationed at  the Femald 
piani failed to identify many 
of ;he problems. 

pounds of radioactive waste - 
has serious flaws ana is i 

Political reaction 

Rachowrad Enqr6redpamgk Re&.?! 

fladlaf'hfl CbChUOia Brian Mize 
of Forest Park inspects his 
backpack at me end of his shifr. 
He works for General Technical 
Services. a subcontractor. 

Portman, Chabot demand probes 
Probe: Independent investigations p & o x H E 1 2  Cincinnati Enquirer 

Two area Congressmen called 
Sunday for an independent investi- 
zation into a rnulti-milliondollar 

. iinancial scandal at Femald re- 
:pealed by nte Enquirer 
US. Rep. Rob Portman. R- 

Cincinnati, said Sunday he wants 
50th a congressional investigation 
md  an independent probe of Fluor 
3anic' C o q .  and its subsidiary, 
t e r  .I Z::rironmental Restoration 
\lanagement Corp. (FERMCO). 
Mr. Portman also wants the investi- 
gators to probe reported lapses in 
k?e US. Department of Energy's 
oversight of the project 

Rep. Steve Chabot. R-Ciicin- 
nati. said there should be an inde  
pendent investigation of the q u e  
tions raised about the Fernaid 
cleanup. with criminal prosecution 
if warranted. He also called for the 
k i n g  of Energy Secretary Hazel 
3. O'Leary. 

ne Enquirer on Sunday p u b  
::shed the iiminstallment of a four- 
iay series o f  arcicles about financial 
rnismanagement and saiety con- 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1 . 

of Cincinnati. 
Mr. Portman. whose district includes 

Fernald, said the revelations "were very 
disturbing." 

Mr. Portman said his staff also has 
uncovered information about problems 
at Fernald. Mr. Portman said he already 
has talked about the investigations with 
olfichls of the Hpuse Subcornittee on 
Government Reform and Oversight He 
characterized what his staff has found as 
"taxpayers' money being wasted." He 
declined to elaborate. 
Mr. Chabot said. ' T t e  En9rrirn has 

raised very significant issues regarding 
fraud and mismanagement of taxpayer 
money." As lor Secretary O'Leary. Mr. 
Chabot said. "She can't go too soon .as far 
as h i  conccrncd." 

In a press release Sunday, Fluor 
DanieVFERVlCO "categorically" denied 
questions of wrongdoing raised by l7ie 
Enquirers investigation. 

Mcanwhile. lack Craig. the Energy 
l>cpartmcnt's cnief a: Fernald. said the 

e 

Pogrnan Chabot . 

department is conducting an internal 
audit of the operations but has not yet 
completed the review. 

?he Energy Department has sched- 
uled a press conference for this aitemoon 
to address questions raised about Fe.mald. 

Others who have been involved with 
the history of Fernald said the latest 
reports reflect awider problem about how 
well the Energy Department manages the 
cleanup of nuclear weapons sites. 

Cincinnati attorney Stan Chesley. ~ h o  
has locked horns with the Energy 
Department and previous Fernald con- 
tractor NLO Inc. in BVO class action law- 
suits, said, "It is outrageous. But irankly 
this does not surprise me in the least." 

'They are the only government 
agency L know that doesn't audit their 
contractors," Mr. Cheslcy said. 1') 



BY MIKE GAUAGHER 
Copyright 1996, The Cincinnati Enquirer 

adiation contamination. 
. Sabotage. bfissing and 
misplaced uranium . 
These are not rnake- 

believe scenes from a Holly- 
wood disaster movie. They are 
among the red-life incidents 
that have occurred at the Fer- 
nald nuclear cleanup site since 
Jan. 1,1993. 

While U.S. Department of 
Energy officials say they are 
working to improve safety at 
the site, federal reports and 
other documents obtained by 
The Enquirer reveal a pattern 
of life-threatenbg mistakes by 
the company hired to clean Up 
the former uranium process- 
ing plant. 

Internal reports prepared by the cleanup COR- 
vactor - Fluor Daniel of Imine. C&. and its 
subsidiary, Fernald Environmental Restoration 
Slanagement Co. (FERLICO) - reveal that 
numerous safety rules and procedures "ere 
being overlooked or didn't exist me docu- 
ments also say there is a shortage .of trained 
safety analysts at the site. 

-4 six-month Enquirer investigation into 
Fernald has revealed more than LOO0 serious 
safety-related problems since Jan. I, 1993. 
when FERMCO began work at the site. 
These include: 
b Seven "criticality" incidents, where drums 

of radioactive waste were stored too closely 
together, were caused by "management prob 
lems" or "personnel error." Energy Depart- 
ment officials say the incidents could have led 
to evplosions of nuclear materid 
b ..Vrnost 80 cases of workers being 

e~posed to radiation between Jan. 8.1993 and 
Oct 10.1995. 

w Fernald workers - including several han- 
dling nuclear materials -were found high on 
cocaine or &kana or drunk on alcohol. but 
later allowed to rerum to work if they promised 
to artend substance abuse classes. 
b Intentional sabotage of electrical circuit 

breakers that could have resulted in e-qlcsions 
(Please see FERYALD, Page A41 

@ S  fa 

of workers 
ned 

COMTNLXD FROM PAGE A1 
or the spread of radiation. The incidents led 
to FBI investgatior1.s. 

w Someone purposely hiding surgical 
gloves tilled with radioactive material in a 
personnel radiation monitorwhere it endan- 
gered other workers. 
b Repeated failure of radiation alarms - designed to warn workers of possible 

exposure - due to power outages or dead 
batteries. 

w Missing or misplaced containers of 
U r a n i u m  

w Radioactive material Wig shipped off- 
site in mislabeled drums that, in at least one 
case. resulted in a man being exposed to 
radiation. 
b Numerous cafes of 'counterfeit" or 

substandad bolts being used to hold 
together radioactivecontainment equip 
ment. cianes and lifts. 

"Both management and line workers 
come to work dady fearing that they may be 
carried out of here with radiation poisoning 
or. worse.yef that a catastrophic inadent 
could kill thousands of their fellow workers 
and area residents because of some stupid 
mistake," said one FERMCO. senior man- 
agement official who asked for anonymity, 
saying he would be hed if identified 

That iear is echoed by others who work at 
the l.OS(lacre site 18 miles northwest 3f 
dowitown Cincinnad 

"A couple of my buddies were contami- 
nated last year whea they were working on 
installing some new (pump) Lines, because 
their bosses told them the old lines had 
been flushed and they hadn't been," one 
FERiiICO worker said, also requesting 
anonymity. "Something bad happens here 
pretty regularly." 

Energy Department officials. including 
Fcrnald Area Director Jack Craig, 
acknowiedge that tie site's saiety record 
'.vas aismai under FERLICO for the first 
W) years l W - 9 4 ~ .  buc "irnprovenients 
are being made. 

"I wodd crrtunly not characteeze our 
saicty :ec.drti 5qht now as excellent. but it is 
iniprowng and x e  are working wth FERLI- 
CO oftitids to ti.. the problems that cur- 
rently CNSL" Mr. Craig said. 'We've institut- 
ed many pro.ms and changes to deal with 
these problems." 

Mr. Craig also conc&ied that part of the 
safety problems at Fernald could be 
chaiked up to Ruor Daniel/FEE&lCO 
being relative newcomers to the nuclear 
cleanup business. 

Rick Mash. Fluor's clirkc?or of c o r n u -  
nications, said that while there have been 
some serious safety problems at Fernald. 
"we feel we have a very good safety record 
there. And if you compare that record to 
'other (nuclear cleanup) sites. I think you'll 
find we have one of the best saiety prc- 
grams in the nation." 

FERMCO President Don- Ofte--io'uted"* 
the safety record at FernarCw%ich--- 
includes about 4 million worker/hours 
kithout an employee being injured seri- 
ously enough to miss a work day. FERVI- 
CO has averaged 1.96 work days lost for 
kvery 200,000 employee/hours worked at 
the plant That compares to 3.8 days for 
every 200,000 workedhours at Energy 
Department sites nationwide. 

However, iW. Ofte acknowledged the sta- 
tistics on safe work hours do not take into 
account the LOO0 serious incidents report- 
ed to the Energy Department. They're 
called near misses. and we urge our people 
to overreport because we want to find out 
about these things." 

Energy Department records obtained by 
77ia Enquim reveal that most of the saiety 
violations and problems that have occur;& 
at Fernald since Jan 1.1993 have been iden- 
tified by the government as the fault ot 
FERMCO management 

According to the records, those manage- 
ment problems include failure to adequate- 
ly hain workers, failure to properly maintain 
safety equipment and ignoring or tailing IO 
i obw Energy Depariment ruics to iJrt2VC!l[ 
explosions or radiation contamination, 

Biit while Fluor LnnieilFERiICO oi'ii- 
cials XI?. thev wors incvss;in*: io lie,:? 
Fcrndid. sak h r  w r k c r i .  :heir rcporfs 
reve:ii serious saieety pratieins. 

Fw example. in Yoverzbe:. ICJ'J.~. &:or 
L)aniel/FERR.ICO prepared ;I ! ) i t i t -~ i ; ; : , , [1  
committee r e p m  aiwr re*.iewirle :vork ;II! ,~ 
proccaurr3 at Fcrnnld. including hat  ut 
COmpiUIy'S Safety A m I ~ S k  (;ro!lp. wnich 
oversees safety procdurrs ;it illc si:e. 



Workers in protective gear remove contaminated metal during a recent Enquirer tour of the Femald faciiity. 

group of 'independent individuals without 
effective communication among them- 
selves. other departments or projects,. or 
the external environment Insufficient 
effort is being expended to seek lessons 

McCrw 'were denied. 
Ruor Daniel. ;In iriternational construc- 

iion uitl dcsi.m cnrnpanv. was awarded die 

Fernald in December 1992. It 
marked the 6rsf sibwide nuclear 
cleanup contract the company has 
received since it entered the field. 

Fluor Daniel created a subsidiary, 
FERMCO (Fernald Environmental 
Restoration Management Co.) , to 
perform the cleanup. 

Fluor Daniel had won an earlier 
Energy Department contract to clean 
up material at the government's 
Hanford nuclear site in Washington 
state, but that project was postponed 
indehiteiy in 1993 because of a 
change in priorities by Energy 
Department officials, 

Wethreatening mcidene 
Any safely violation on a nudear 

cleanup si@ 1 one violation too 
many" and could result in death not 
only for the violator, but coworkers 
and possibly area residents as we4 
said Thomas Grumbly, the Energy 
Department's Acting Undersecretary 
and former Assistant Secret~y for 
Environmental Management during 
a Nov. 27. 1995 telephone intemiew 
with ne Enquim 

Mr. Craig said nuclear site safety 
"should be the No. 1 priority of 
everyone working there. The mar- 
gin for error is very small. We con- 
sider every saiety-re!ated inadent a 
serious one." 

Repeated requests to interview 
Energy Department secrrtary Hazel 
R 0- and Mr. Grumbly during 
the past three weeks were denied. 

While acknowledging the impact 
any safety problem can have on a 
nuclear site, Energy Department 
officials. including Mr. Craig, say 
incidents of criticality and radia- 
tion contamination are feared the 
most because of the immediate 
threat to human lie. 

A review of the more than Loo0 
incidents at Fernald detailed in 
Energy Department reports. U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
investigation records and FERi'CO 
internaI documents. showed 78 con- 
tamination incidents have occurred at the 
site since Jan. 8.1993. 

Criticality incidents arise when storaqc 
drums conraining radioactive waste ;ire 
placed too closely together. said Gary 
"seqirr. the Energy Department's Ferrinlti 
spokesinan. 

lkspiie being swreri in grotcctive mi- 

i intrs.  some radiation always wiil cscapr. II 
too many suurces oi that radiation rue dose 
LO cich other. a riuctear chain m c u o n  mi 

occur. uossi'oly rcsuitin~ in ;ui cxplwioii. 
nccordir.y to hlr. Crniy anti blr. Sterner. 



Company responds 

FERMCO denies reports of wrongdoing 

. .  . .. . .. - ..... .. .. 

said, T i e  stories, as p u b M .  an fuRy docu- 
mented and accurate We stand by the stories. 
and the fa- speakfor thmsdves” 

Mr. Beaupre said Enqvim  porter Mike 
Gallagher had beenwotisiogsisccJau. 24 to 
get FERMCO and Fluor Daaiel ofEchls to 
respond to questions raised m the sirrmoath 
investigation Efforts induded Dging out to 
FluorDauids headquarbersinIrpine.calif 

FERblCO prrsidentDonOfteandotfEerof6- 
cials did meet Thbsday with l%e Enqut-m. 
‘We gave them every opportunity to explain 
themselves at that meeling-They had Etde to 
offer,“ Mr. Beaupre said 

FERiiCO and Fluor Daniel were the ones 
who insisted on waiting until today to share 
information kom an internal audk LW. Beaupre 
said. The newspaper offered to review docu- 
ments Friday night and on sanrrday reiterated 
its willingness to meet with them at any time, 
Mr. Beaupre said. 

Seven times between Sept 22.1993 and 
June 13, 1995, members of the Energy 
Department‘s Nuclear Criticality Safety 
Team reported criticality incidents at 
Fernald. The most recent incident occurred 
when approximately 40 55gaUon drums 
were moved to Building 77 and stored in a 
configuration that violated posted safety 

Another incident occurred Oct 7,1994. 
when FERMCO workers placed other 
drums med with low-levei waste between 
drums containing “enriched/restricted” 
nuclear material. Drums also were placed 
too closely to the area’s radiation detection 
alarm, rendering it inoperable, according to 
an Energy Department report 

Criticality incidents continued to occur 
despite repeated warnings and vio- 
lation notices issued by the Energy 
Department after every incident 
beginning with the tirst one on 
Sept 22.1993. 

i 

. rules. 

Workers contaminated 
Radiation contamination of 

workers has been, and continues 
to be, a major concern. Fluor 
Daniel/FERMCO and Energy 
Department officials agree. 

While governmelit investigators 
determined that most of the ina- 
dents were the result of “manage- 
ment problems.’’ the workers them- 
seives sometimes were at iauit 
. In an Oct 10, 1995 incident & 
employee of a subcontractor was 
splashed with radioactive “grien 
salt” (uranium temiluoridel aiter 
unzipping her protective .clothing 
because she was uncomfortable. 

The woman zipped up her cloth- 
ing and delayed reporting the iad 
dent for more than an hour, despite 
Energy Department rules that 
require immediate norification. 

Mer setting off the radiition 
detectors that all employees are 
required to use when leaving a 
“hot“ site. the woman was treated 
for what was-described in the 
report as an “acute and excessive”’ 
dose of radiation. She later was 
fired for violating the safety rules. 
Her medical condition - like 

that of every person who received 
some level of contamination at 
Fcrnald -was not disciosed in the 
government reports. ’Ihe govern- 
ment does not require such infor- 
mation in the reports. Medical 
information about employees does 
not haw to be disclosed under the 
federal Freedom of Informatioll 
Act and thercfore was not availablc 
to 771e Giyuirel: 
On March 30, 1993. mother 

worker. despite waring protective 
clothinx. coiit.aninated his hair with 
radioaccrive dirt while working 

In another case, on March 1. 1993, a 
subcontractor worker welding outside 
Plant 9 had his boots and coveralls contam- 
inated, despite wearing protective clothing 
over them. because he was working on his 
hands and knees in radioactive soil. 
’ Energy Department records also blame 
FERMCO management for the contanha- 
tion of a worker on Dec. 7,1994. Employees 
digging a trench with a backhoe uncovered 
a sealed 5-gallon drum. One worker was 
.directed to open the drum with 3 shovel. It 
was later.determined the drum and its con- 
tents were ,mdiiactive. 

Some contamination incidents remain a 
mystery. 

On.Mirch 5, 1993, a worker‘s c!othes 
were contaminated with radiation after he 
said he simply spread sait on icy walkways 
around buildings that were considered 
noncontaminated areas. 

: 

Other safety problems 
Energy Department and FEIUvlCO 

records also reveal hundreds of other safe 
ty-reiated incidents at Fernaid.. 

Among thk most serious. according to 
the records, were at least three incidents of 
missing or misplaced uranium fir deadly 
hydrofluoric gas. 

?he most recent occurred May 26.1995, 
3hen . a  worker discovered canisters of 
hydrofluoric gas in a trash area near 
Building i1. FEKMCO oiiicials j i d  they 
did not know how the canisters got [here. 

Other incidents include a missing con- 
tainer oi 167 pounds oi siightly enriched 
uranium. iVorkers discovered the urani- 
um missing on Srpt. 30. 1994. The con- 
tainer was found wo months later in 
another building. 

Fernald also has had incidents oi sabo 
cage that were so serious. the Eneray 
Department’s Mr. Craig said. that the FBI 
became involved. P 
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A worker at Plant 4 picks up a roll of duct tape. which 
is used with rolls of plastic to seal off restricted areas 
inside the Fernald plant. 

FBI agents were called to the site on Dec. 
13 and 16.1994, when workers found some 
circuit breakers that had been purposely dis 
abled or damaged. The d t  breakers are 
designed to prevent electrical overioads that 
could lead to explosions, 6res or the spread 
of radioactive contamination. 

'This' was obviously sabotage," Mr. 
Craig said. 'Those incidents posed very 
serious problems for every worker here. 
The FBI was called. but unfortunately 
they were not able to find the person or 
people responsible. I really don't know if 
the people wno did it are still working 
here or not. The incidents did stop d e r  . 
the FBI came a second time." 

Another suspected case of sabotage 
ooccurred Aug. 12.1994. when someone put 

I surgical gloves flled with radioactive mace- 
: rial inside the arm wells of a Personnel ! Contamination Monitor that workers were . 
, required to use. The monitor's aiym went 

off when a man used i t  The man was not 
contaminated. but a check of the machine 
found the surgical gloves. ' Investigators 
never found the culprit 

Energy Department records reveal 
another serious and continuing safety prob 
lem Fernaid employees found high on 
cocaine or marijuana, or drunk, vrhile work- 
ing with or around nuclear material. 

Sice Jan. 1,1993. there have been 38 doc- 
umented reports of workers caught on site 
impaired by drugs or alcohol. Investigators . 
conducted drug tests to prove their cases. 

In almost every case. the workers were 
told o ia  FER'JCO policy where they either 
couid keep their jobs by agreeing to actend 
a substmce abuse program. or be fired. 
Most chnsr 1 0  keep dieir jobs arid were 
ailowed [o return to work. The Enerey 
Department's poiicy is to let FEHhICO (lis. 
cipline iLs employees. 

Some workers were repeat offenders 
and stil) were allowed to keep their jobs. 
For example. on June 2, 1995, a worker 
was caught high on cocaine a second 
time. He still was attending a substance 
abuse prognni for his first-viohtion. so 
FElLMCO officials merely increased the 
length of time he would be subjected to . 
unannounced drug. testing. 

Another potentially lifethreatening situ- 
ation hat Energy Department and FERM- 
CO investigators have uncovered is thou- 
sandsof "counterfeit" or substandard fas- 
teners and bolts being used to hold togeth- 
er tanks containing radioactive materials, 
<ranes. Iifts. and other structures. 

Energy Department investigators say 
such bolts don't meet the government's 
stringent design specifications, and are 
brought on-site by contractors or sub- 
contractors. 
A review of Energy Department 

records did not reveal any investigation 
that led to criminal or civil penalties 
against a contractor or subcgntractor for 
supplying inferior bolts. 

But records show Energy Department 
inspectors discovered such bolts in use on 
6ve occasions in 1995 March 24. May 4, 
June 28. Aug. 15 and Oct 3. 

Mr. Craig said inspectors "are working 
continuously to detect counterfeit materi- 
als because of the serious consequences" 
if they should fail or break. He also said 
that when counterfeit bolts or materials 
are found, "we have them removed imme- 
diately." 
FERMCO spokesman Jack Hoopes said 

the company takes the problem of counter- 
feit materiais 'very seriousty' and works 
with the Energy Department to w to halt 
their use. 

Human error and stupidity exist at a 
nuclear site just as at any other busines. 
said Mr. Craig. "It's just a lot more serious 
when those problems arise here. W e  are 
working to minimize the problems and we 
have semi sonie succt'ss. iiowever. we 
need to do more." 

~ 



HERE IS A LISTING OF SAFETY PROBLEMS AT FERNALD SINCE 
JAN. 1,1993;THE DATE THEY OCCURRED; AND-WHETHER THE ENERGY 

DEPARTMENT DETERMINED FERMCO MANAGEMENT WAS AT FAULT. 
THIS IS THE FIRST TIME MOST OF THESE INCIDENTS 

HAVE BEEN REPORTED PUBLICLY. 

C R lTlC A l lTY INClD ENT S 
(Criticality occurs when nuclear wastes are placed too 
closely together, which could result in a nuclear chain 
reaction and explosion) 

Sept. 22,1993 - Eighteen 30-gallon drums containing 
nuclear material placed too closely together. Rpot 
cause: management problem. 
Feb. 25,1994 - Enriched nuclear material was stored 
in containers in Plant 4 that had identifying labels that 
were severely damaged so they were not legible. Direct 
cause: management problem.’ 
March 3, 1994 - Nuclear material placed too closely 
together at Plant 5. Direct cause: management Frob- 
lem. 
March 23, 1994- (two incidents) Nuclear material 

placed too closely together on upper floors of Plant 4. 
Direct cause: management problem. 
Sept. 30,1994 - A  solid red 55-gallon drum filled with 
seven gallons of a liquid with an unknown level of 
radioactive concentration and enrichment was improp- 
erly placed on a Plant 1 pad. Root cause: management 
problem. 
OCt. 7,1994 - Solid red drums (storage containers for 
enrichedrestricted nuclear material) were stored next 
to other waste drums which blocked a radioactive moni- 
tor alarm. Direct cause: management problem. 
June 13, 1995 - About 40 55-gallon drums containing 
nuclear material were improperly stored in Building 77. 
Root cause: management problem. 

CUMAMINATION INCIDENTS 
Here am 78 incidents since Jan. 1, 

1993 where Femald worken of their per- 
sonal clorhing were wntaminafed with 
radiation despite the fact that. in most inci- 
dents. they were wearing company-issued 
.orotecrive clothing. This list also includes 
incidents of radioactive contamination in 
unsecured locations. Because of a privacy 
exemption. the reoom do nor reveal the 
identities or the workers or their medical 
conditions. 

Findings by the US. Oepamnent of 
Energy that a “management problem“ was 
to blame for an incident include such 

things as inadequate adminktntive con- 
trols and failure to reach or enforce safety 
policies. A finding of “eguipmenVmaterial 
problem” usually means an employee’s 
prorecrive ciothing didn’t prevenr radioac- 
tive contamination. Radiation contamina- 
bon IS considered one of the most serious 
incidents at a nuclear site. 
Jan. 8.1393 - A  subcontractor worker‘s 
jacket was contaminated with radiation 
although the worker spent the day in a 
“Controlled (Radioache) Area” and per- 
formed no ”hands-on” work. Direct cause: 
equipmenmaterial problem. 

Jan 13,1993 - A  worker‘s coveralls were 
contaminated with radiation after the work- 
er moved materials from Building 72 to 
Building 71 while wearing only protective 
gloves and boot covers. Direct cause: 
management problem. 
Jan. 15. 1993 - Radioactive-contaminateo 
soil was discovered near :he 
Administrative Area. Direct cause: equip: 
rnent/material problem. 
Feb. 4,1993 - A  worker’s pants were con- 
taminated with radiation after he worked 
as a machinist in :he Maintenance 
Building, although h e  was  wearing protec- 
tive clothing. Direct cause: 
equipmenlmaterial problem. 

7 



AUg. 16.1993 - A*Narkeis coveralls were 
found contaminated wth radiation after he 
finished working in contammated area. 
Direct cause: management problem. 
Aug. 24.1993 - A worker's boot was 
found contaminated wN1 radiation after he 
worked on the Plant 1 Ore silo Demolition 
Project P--'?ctwe dothi  was worn. 
Oirectca! mwpnentproblem. . 

AUA 2% 11 - A workeh leg and doth- 
ing were tcund contaminated with radia- 
tion after he worked at the P i  Plant Tank 
Area. ProtecUve dothing was worn. Root 
cause: managemem problem. 

tion was found on the electrical cord of a 
small pump that was being stored in an 

asked to have the material now on his pri- 
vate property checked for radiation. 

D e r  15.19iJ3 - A worker's safety boots 
were contamtna ted with raaiation after the 
worker insp#ted several Cumpsten 
around the site. although protec!ive cloth- 
ing was worn. Direct cause: management 
problem. 
net .  28 1993 - TWO workers' skin and 
clothing were radioactnrely contaminated 
after an ampyle of radiaaaive ;quid 
leaked. They were wearing p: :-.ictive ' dothing. The wofiers handle - aerials 
contaminated by me leak bF 
discovered. Direct cause: pt. :;nnel error. 
Root cause: management proolem. 
Jan 28 1884 - A worker whose coat was 

to leave the site without anyone writing 
down his name, thus making it impossible 
to determine if he was in need of medical 
attention. According to the Occurrence 
Report of the incident, "Due to the large 
number of (contamination) alarms . . . the 
(Radiological Control Technicians) could 
not remember the identity of the employ- 

- ee." Dinid &we: personnel error. 
Contributing cause: management prob- 
lem. 
Jan. 21,1994 - A container of leaking 
radioactive material was found in the 
Administrative Area. The container had 
burst due to "extremely cold weather" 
because. the area's heater had failed. 
Direct cause: personnel error. 
Jan 31,1994 - A  workers leg and cloth- 
ing were contaminated with radiation after 
he stepped into a floor trench where 
someone had removed a cover grate. 
Although protective clothing was worn, hot 
radioactive water burned the worker. 
Direct cause: equipmenffmaterial problem. 
Root cause: management problem. 

Feb. 24,1994 - A worker's clothing was 
contaminated after he was given too-large 
overalls and the pant legs hung below his 
protective dothing and became contami- 
nated from brushing along the radioactive 
floor. Direct cause: personnet error. 
Aprll 11,1994- A subcontractor employ- 
ee's dothing was contaminated while the 
worker was performing demolition work on 
the fifth floor of Plant 7. Protective clothing 
was worn. Direct cause: equipmenvmater- 
ial problem. 
Awl1 14.1938 - The coveralls a worker 
was wearing were found to be contaminat- 
ed after the worker wrapped pipes in Plant 
4, despite his wearing protective clothing. 
Direct cause: management problem. 
April 18, 1994 - Radioactive contaminated 
material was found in the bottom drawers 
of two file cabinets and also cn a pipe fit- 
ting in the same foom at the Advanced 
Waste Water Treatment faciiity. Direct 
cause: management problem. 
h!aY 23.19%- Hazardous waste spiil 
(antifreeze) at the pilot vitrification plant. 
Direct cause: equipmenthnaterial problem. 

.i i t  VJSS 
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Jane 20. ?9% - Soil and gravel radiation 
contamination fouyd outside a designated 
contamination area. Direct cause: weatn- 
er. Contributing cause: management prob- 
lem. 
July 7.1994 - A subcontrac!or employee's 
cloihes were contaminated while the work- 
er was welding in the Plant 2'3 Digestion 
Area. Protective clothing was worn. Direct 
cause: equipmenthnaterial problem. Root 
cause: management problem. 
July 24;1994- A worker wearing boots 
with no protective clothing around them 
was told to paint the floor of Building 64. a 
"Fixed Contamination Area." The employ- 
ee stepped in wet paint, which caused a 
buildup of radioactive contamination. 
Direct cause: personnel error. 
Aug. 3.1984 - A pipe fitter accidentally 
cracked the bolts on a valve.of a tank he 
was trying to remove piping from. The 
required nitrogen dioxide detector was not 
present. A greenish liquid in ihe lines 
squirted out and the employee suffered 
burning eyes and lungs. Direct cause: per- 
sonnel error. Contributing cause: manage- 
ment problem. 
AUK 8,1994 - A subcontractor employee 
was sprayed with 10 gallons of a sodium 
hydroxide solution while working on a 
clogged pump. Direct cause: 
equipmenthaterial problem. 
Aug. 19,1994 - A radioactwecontaminat- 
ed tank was discovered at the old Fire 
Training.Area, where it had been put for 
use in training fire-fighting techniques. 
Firefighting trainees did not know it was 
contaminated. Direct cause: management 
problem. 
Sew 1219% - A subcontractor worker 
was sent into an enclosed area to use a 
gaspowered saw to cut and remove a bar 
from a cage and was exposed to carbon 
monoxide buildup. Direct cause: manage 
ment problem. 
NW. 15, 1994 - Radioactivecontaminated 
soil and debris were discovered in the 
"spoils piles" from the trench being exca- 
vated for a new public water supply line. 
Direct cause: management problem. 

Nov. 22,1914 - A worker was found to 
have radioactive contamination on the 
right knee of his pants while he was per- 
forming maintenance chores on several 
sump pumps while working in Plant 2/3 
Contamination Area. He was wearing pro- 
tective clothing. He picked up. wrapped in 
plastic and carrind a pump that was later 
determined to be radioactive. Direct 
cause: management problem. 
NW. 22 1994 - Aworker's shoes were 
Contaminated with radiation :vhile the 
worker was in the Plant 8 Contamination 
Area. Radioactive material embedded 
itself in the shoe's treads althcugh protec- 
tive boot covers were wom. Girect cause: 

! management problem. 

Oec. 1,1994- A worker inventorying trash 
in an unlabeled 55galIon drum in the 
Analytml Facility Laboratory (an area 
designated as safe from radiation) was 
contaminated after picking up a piece of 
metal that was later determined lo be 
radioactive. Direct cause: personnel error. 
Oac 7.1984 - Radiationcontaminated . 
soil and debris werefound in the 
Receiving Incoming Material Inspection . 
Area Building 82 while workers were dig- 
ging a trench. A backhoe uncovered a 
COn&IIliMted Sgallon drum and a worker. 
was told to open the lid with a shovel. It 
was later determined the drum was 
radioactive. Direct cause: management 
problem. 
Oac 12,1994 - A worker's pants were 
found contaminated with radiation. The 
worker said the trousers had hung in his 
locker for six weeks, and the contamina- 
tion was found on the day he said he first 
,%ore them. He was contaminated despite 
wearing protective clothing. Direct cause: 
management problem. 
J a n  1 2  1995 - Eight pallets containing 
900 boxes of radioactivecontaminated 
documents were discovered outside 
Building 64. R e  contaminated records not 
only posed a radiation risk to employees. . 
but were exoosed to the weather, destroy- 
ing many documents. Direct cause: man- 
agement problems. 
Jan. 14. 1995 - A worker's pants were 
contaminaied wiih radiation after the 
worker placed bags of trash in contaicers 
in Plant 1 and Building 71. Protective 
clothing was worn. Direct cause: person- 
nel error. 
Jan. 18,1995 - On Nov. 1, 1994. a ship- 
ment cf 38 d u m s  arrived with Femald- 
generated was:e and the containers 
exceeded .'Ta.ximm radiation levels. On 
Dec. 12. i 9 4 .  ano:her shipment of 38 
drums coti:aining Fernald-generated 
waste arnved in Nevada with a leaking 
drum ihat resulied IC personnel being con- 
iaminaieo. Dirsc: cause on both incidents: 
manasement ;rctlem. 
Jan. 19,1995 - A shipment sent from 
Femald to the Nkvada Test Site contained a 
"l&king white metal box" from which a 
radioactive. "greenish, slimy liquid" was 
oozing out Another leaking container was 
also discovered on Dec. 30,1994. Direct 
caws management pmblem. 
J a n  24,1995 - Approximately 35 g100ns of 
uraniumcontaminated (radioactive) water 
spilled at Plant 8 after supervisors failed to 
monitor me system control hard .  which 
would have alerted them to valve problems 
'which kd to :he ovedow. Direct cause: per- 
Sonnet error. 
March 8.1995 - A  subcontractor employ- 
ee's clothing was contaminated after he 
'NOrked in !he Plant 4 High Contamination 
k e a  although he wore protective clothing. 
Direct case: management problem. 

.-. 

i 10.1995 - An e&oyee's Start and 
I jacket were contaminated, even-though the 
I worker did not enter any contaminated area 
I with the dothing on. Direct cause: manage- 
i ment problem. 
1 MXCD 25; 1995 - A worker *,.vas contaminat- 
i & while working in the Plant 4 elevator 
! *&'after radioactive grease soaked 

through his protective c!othing. Direct 
C;JLIS~. management problem. 
Aprll3.1995- Femald workers received 
two sgaucm drums and packages 'of 
radioactive samples from a subcontad lab 
in Missouri. which ex&& maxhnum d- 
ahon levets. Direct causs pemel eiror. 
April 3,1995 - Two Harardous Waste 
Tectvlicians were exposed to highi levels of 
airborne lead during niaintenance and 
cleaning work at the Pistol Range in the 
Services Building. Direct cause: training 
deficiency. Root cause: management prob- 
lem. 
Apr i l  20,1995 - A worker's boots were con- 
taminated after the worker moved equip- 
ment andtools to a neNeIcavation site 
project in Waste pit 2. Contaminated-mud 
seeped through a seam in the protective 
dothiig onto the worker's boots. Direct 
cause: management problem. 
Aprll22,1995 - Workers found heavy radi- 
ation contamination in a porter's storage 
doset located along the south hallway of 
the Laboratoly Building. Radiation was also 
found at the base of a sink and in dust and 
lint particles on 'Se floor. Direct cause: man- 
agement problem. 
June 12, lW- A worker's pants were con- 
taminated after the worker removed valves 
on the third floor of Plant 1, although protec- 
tive dothing was worn. Direct cause: man- 
agement problem. 
June 12,1995 - A worker's left shoe was 
contaminated while the worker was madung 
and moving empty radioactive drums. 
- P r o t e e  dothing was worn. 
June 19,1995 - A worker was soaked with 
about a halfgallon of contaminated water 
while working on.the UNH Neutralizabon 
Project. After being soaked, the worker 
remained in the area performing general 
housekeeping chores. induding rolling up 
hoses before he went through radiation 
monitors and the contamination was discov- 
ered. Protective dothing was wom. Direct 
cause: penonnel enor, 
Jon8 20,1995 - A worker's shaes were 
contaminated with radiation after the worker 
was in Room W-17 of the Analyncal Facility 
Laboratory preparing material for shipment. 
Protective clothing was worn. Direct cause: 
Ferscnnel error. Contributing cause: man- . 
qement problem. 
July 11,1995 - The ncnt sleeve or a suo- 
contraaor worker's lcng-sleeve T-shin '.vas 
contaminaid after work in Plant 4. almough 
protective clothing was xorn. The T-shirt 
was spare clothing the emoloyee had 
changed into after wortcing in the Dlant. 

' 

Direct cause: management problem. 
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JUN 11.1995 - Empty shipping packages 
inside a Yehide that was returning from Oak 
Ridge, Tenn.. were found to have radiation 
levels exceeding regulations. Direct cause: 
personnel error. 
July 12,1995 - A subcontractor employee's 
shoe was contaminated while the worker 
was in Plant 4. Dunng his work. the employ- 
ee handled a pipe that tore a hole m his 
protective d o t h i  Direct caw personnel 
error. 
July 14,1995 - A subcontrador empkyee's 
boots and T-shirt were am- after 
work was done on the Waste Pa 6 sampling 
project Protective dothing was worn Direct 
cause: personnel error. Root causa man- 
agement problem. 
J U ~  27,1935 - A lab technician perfomring 
a radium analysis in the Technical 
Laboratory was exposed to fuming nitric 
acid and nitrogen dioxide, which he inhaled. 
Also. a nitric acid spray from a broken con- 
tainer splashed the employee. Oirect cause: 
de_shn p@$eml Root cause: management 
problem. 
Aug. 4,1995 - A worker's safety shoes 
were contaminated while he was painting in 
the Boiler Plant and Building 12 The worker 
said he remembered stepping in wet paint 
and apparently a radiation buildup occurred 
on his shoes. He also remembered step- 
ping in m e  cleaning solution. Direct 
cause: management problem. 
Aug. 6,1395 - Subcontract workers were 
exposed to high levels of cancercausing 
ceramic fibers while working inside a fui- 
nace at the pilot vitrification plant, despite 
wearing protective .dothing. Direct cause: 
personnel error. Contributingcause: man- 
agement problem. 
Aug. 7,1335 - A subcontractor employ- 
ee's safety boots were contaminated 
while he was  working in Plant 4, although 
he was wearing protective clothing. Direct 
cause: personnel error. Root cause: man- 
agement problem. 
Aug. 17,1995 - Two workers received 
"acute exposure to cancer-causing 
formaldehyde" while unloading 55gallon 
drums from an enclosed semi-trailer 
truck. Oirect cause: equipment/material . 
problem. 

Aug. 30.1985 - A subcomctor employ- 
ee's clothing was contaminated with radi- 
ation after the worker spent about two 
hours in Plant 4 performing demolition 
and asbestos abatement jobs. Protective 
clothing was wom. Contamination was 
found on his T-shiR and underwear; Direct 
cause: management problem. ~ 

Aufl. 30,1995 - An employee assigned to 
check other workers for radiation contami- 
nation discovered his left shoe was conta- 
minated while working in Plant 4. 
although he was  wearing protective cloth- 
ing. Direct cause: management problem. 
OCt. 10.1995 - A subcontractor employee 
was contaminated with radiation on her 
skin and clothing after unzipping her pro- 
tective clothing and then later being 
splashed with "green salt" (a radioactive 
substance). After being Contaminated. 
she zipped back up her protective cloth- 
ing. She received an "acute and exces- 
sive" dose of radiation while pedorming 
general cleanup and disposal of conta- 
mina:ed piping in Plant 4. She was later 
firea. Direct cause: personnel error. 
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FERMCO head 
denies charges 

CINCINNATI (AP) - The 
company k e d  to clean up the 
Fernald uranium processing 
plant has cheated the govern- 
ment out of rmllions of dollars, 
T h e  C i n c i n n a t i  E n q u i r e r  
reported Sunday in a copy- 
righted story. 

The report blames lack of over- 
sight by the  U.S. Energy 
Department and wrongdoing by 
the Fernald Environmental Res- 
toration Management Co. 

The company’s president told 
The Associated Press Saturday 
that internal reviews have found 
no support for the allegations. 

“I’m a combination of out- 
raged and astounded,” said Don 
Ofte, president of FERMCO. 
“The bottom line is this is not a 
factual rendition of conditions at 
the plht .”  

He argued that the newspaper 
did not give the company a 
chance to fully explain its side of 
the story. But he declined to 

comment on the specifics of the 
report until seeing the full text of 
the story. 

In 1992, the Energy Depart- 
ment hired FERMCO to clean up 
the plant, 18 miles northwest of 
Cincinnati. Fernald opened in 
1953 to produce enriched ura- 
nium for the government‘s 
nuclear weapons programs. 

The Enquirer reported: 
W FERMCO gave the depart- 

ment fake performance reports 
to cover up cost and schedule 
overruns to maintain eligibility 
for millions of dollars in perfor- 
mance fees. 

Internal documents obtained 
by the newspaper show that. 
when the company discovered it 
had overstated its progress, it 
did not correct the mistakes. 

W The department STpaying 
$13 million in buyou_ts‘ to 476 
FERMCO employees, allegedly 
to reduce labor costs. Company 
records show the workers were 
about to be dismissed anyway. 

The company’s travel costs 
are “excessive,” ac 
department. The - >. . 

reimbursed FERMCO for more 
.than $5 million in travel in one 
‘year but has ordered it to cut 
1996 travel costs by 25 percent. 
The company has repaid $509,625 
in travel billing. 

W The government has paid 
FERMCO $12.6 million on unau- 
thorized accounts that were set 
up in violation of department 
and FERMCO rules. 

FERMCO employees, including 
unauthorized personnel, charged 
millions of dollars to accounts 
that were established to pay for 
other projects. 

W Phony cost and work esti- 
mates were submitted to the 
department, resulting in millions 
of dollars in overbudgeting and 
overfunding. 

The Enquirer also reported 
that safety has been a recurring 
problem at Fernald, which began 
its $2.2 billion cleanup in January- 
1993. Since then, the company 
has recorded more than 1 , O O F  

. They include exposing workers 
to radiation and improperly sty-.  
ing drums of radioactive waste- - 

. 

- 7  safety problems. -I-* --T -. ~ 
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DeWine, 
- 9  Glenn echo 

congressmen 
BY TIM BONFIELD 
and MIKE GALLAGHER 

.The Cincinnati Enquirer 
Ohio’s two senators have jcined 

local congressmen in calling for an 
independent government probe of 
problems with the cleanup at Fer- : 

uncovered in an Enqttirer in- : 
tigation. 
Democrat John Glenn and Re- 

publican Mike-DeWine agreed with 
Republican, Congressmen.  Rob j 

Portman and Steve Chabot that the 
General Accounting . Office needs 
to investigate the .cleanup contrac- 
tor and the U.S. Department-of. 
Energy,. which. owns and ‘oversees 
the site. 

The $ 2 2  billion contract. to 
clean up the former ura+um:.en: I 

richment plant 18 miles northwest I’ 
of Cincinnati is bebg done by thc i 
Fernald Enviro.nmental:.;Restori- : 
tion Management Co. (FER,MCO), ! 

iel Corp., of ‘Eiine,:Calif. . : ...’ . ... . I  : 

Mr.’ .DeWine has scheduled . a , ;  
., press-.cpnfer.ence.. to..foIloy . a --pii-- -_ ”’, 

. .  , 

.’ and its parent.company, Fluor Dan- 

vate tour he will . 
take at  the site 
this afternoon. 

“If the alle- 
gations are val- 
id, there is a lot 
af correctinh to 

done th&e,” 
Glenn said 

The Fernald Cleanup 
-- - 

In a four-part 
s e r i e s  t h i s  
week, The En- 
quirer reported 
that the Fernald 
project has been 
marred by unau- 
thorized spend- 
ing, overstated 
progress  re -  
ports, excessive 

Mike DeWine travel expenses, - 
questionable severance packages 
‘for private employees of FERMCO 
and workplace safety concerns. 

Several watchdog groups said 
this week that The Enquirer’s re- 
ports cause them deep concern 
about how well the Energy Depart- 
ment has managed the multibil-, 
lion-dollar job of cleaning up Amer- 
ica’s nuclear weapons sites . 

“Fernald was supposed to be a 
model of how to do it right,” said 
Robert’ Schaeffer, a spokesman for 
the Military Production Ir!etwork, a 

(Please see FERNALD; 
Page C7) 

ing a meeting 
’ with reporters  .,-‘.?O.hn .G!‘?z?::;;:;. ’; 
in his Waskingtori.6ffkei “,We real- 
ly want to get.totIi~:~bottoii?of it.” .. 

, . ._ .. .). . , . .\. . . ..  . ... 



Fernald: Ohio senators- 
call for’GAO probe 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE C1 
national alliance of 32 groups con- 
cerned about nuclear waste. “If 
you can’t do i t  right a t  Fernald, 
what does ‘tliat mean for the rest of 
the program?” 

Mr. Schaeffer said the cleanup 
job a t  Fernald is considered easier 
than the work needed at several 
other nuclear waste sites around 
the country. 

Fernald’s environmental p rob  
lems are linked primarily to urani- 
um, some radioactive byproducts, 
and the hazardous chemicals used 
during production. Fernald does 
not have large amounts of plutoni- 
um and other more dangerous nu- 
clear materjals as do Hanford, in 
Washington; Rocky Flats in Colora- 
do and Savannah River in Georgia, 
Mr. Schaeffer said. 

Other cleanup watchers said 
they are not surprised by the re- 
ports about Fernald because they 
have contended for years that the 
Energy Department does not keep 
a tight rein on its private contrac- 
tors. 

“This is the kind of behakor 
that  has plagued the (nuclear 
weapons) program for decades,” 
said Daryl Kimball, an associate 
director of Physicians for Social 
Responsibility, a Washington-based 
activist group. 

“In the past, the problem was 
that production was the priority,” 
Mr. Kimball said. “Today, the 
problem is that the contractors are 
still more or less in charge of the 
cleanup and the taxpayers’ repre- 
sentative - the Department of 
Energy - does not have the re- 

job that’s assigned.” . . .  
: The Enquirefs report on safety 1 

concerns at Fernald, including sew’: 
eral ‘instances of workers. being:; 
exposed to radiation, was reminis- ; 
cent of problems. under previous ; 
contractors, said Atjun MakhijanJt 
president of the: Maryland-bhxd 
Institute for Energy and Eneon:! 
mental. Research. Mr.. Makhija2s.j 
organization, conducted studies,’at; 
Fernald. before FERMCO’s anin1.1 . 
that found the government consis-i 
tently underestimated worker ex-; 
posure to radioactive materials and 
uranium emissions into the envi- 
ronment. . 

“It continues to be as bad as it 
ever was,’’ Mr. Makhijani said. Not 
all Fernald watchers, however, 
criticize Fluor Daniel/FERMCO’s . 
operations. 

Lisa Crawford, president of Fer- 
nald Residents for Environmental 
Safety and Health (FRESH), said 
she wants to see more substantia- 
tion of the reported problems be- 
fore commenting. . 

John Applegate, chairman of the 
Fernald Citizens Task Force, said.- 
“FERI\;ICO has been a model of 
openness and candor hi their deal- 
ings with us. I really can’t say 
enough about how committed 
FERMCO has been at involving the 
public in the project.’’ 

Reporter Paid Barton contributed 
to this story 

sources they need to make sure 
that the contractors are doing the 
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Believe.it.or not',The same 
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Mound shipped radioactive waste 
MIAMISBURG, Ohio (AP) - 

A n  internal revjew shows ..that 
minute quantities of radioactive 
plutonium waste may have been 
shipped to disposal sites in Ken- 
tucky, Louisiana and Arkansas, a 
spokesman at the Mound plant 
said Friday. 

The waste - plastic vials con- 
taining paper wipes and testing 
fluids - was shipped to haz- 
ardous-waste burial and incinera- 
tion sites instead of low-level ra- 
dioactive waste sites in the south- 
western United States, said Mark 
Becker, spokesman for EG&G 
Mound Applied Technologies Inc. 

EG&G operates the Depart- 
ment of Energy site;a former nu- 
clear weapons production facility 

for small triggering devices. The 
shipments were. discovered be- 
cause of a DOE review necessary 
as  the plant winds down opera- 
tion, Becker said. 

The wipes are  used daily in 
plant buildings to check surfaces 
for signs of radioactive contami- 
nation, including tritium and 
Plutonium-238, and are then 
packaged in the vials and tested, 
Becker said. 

Vials containing low levels of tri- 
tium may be shipped- to incinera- 
tor sites that do not accept pluto- 
nium, Becker said. But sometimes 
traces of p l u t o ~ u m  were mixed in 
with tritium, he said. 

“We were shipping that  to 
landfills without knowing there 

GAO agrees to inspect Fernald 
CINCINNATI (AP) - Rep. Rob 

Portman; R-Ohio, said Friday 
that he has received confirmation 
from the U.S. General Account- 
ing Office that a comprehensive 
investigation will be conducted 
into published allegations of im- 
proprieties a t  the former urani- 
um processing plant at Fernald. 

In a four-day series earlier this 
week, The Cincinnati Enquirer 
said it had uncovered instances 
of falsified reports, overbilling 
and lax safety compliance by the 
contractor hired to clean up the 

Department of Energy site 18 
miles northwest of Cincinnati. 

The DOE and its. contractor, 
the Fluor Daniel subsidiary Fer- 
nald Environmental Restoration 
Management Co., have denied 
any wrongdoing. In January 
1993, FERMCO took over the 
five-year, $2.2 billion contract to 
manage long-term cleanup. 

was a problem.” Becker said. 
The practice went undetected 

for five years, Becker said. 
During that time, 199 drums con- 

taining some 2,500 vials, each 
holding about three ounces of fluid, 
were shipped to dlsposal sites a t  
Baton Rouge, La.; El Dorado, Ark.; 
and Calvert City, Ky., Becker said. 

Between 15 and 18 percent of 
those vials may have contained 
plutonium, he said. 

“We don’t see it being a health 
risk to anybody ... because of the 
low. energy level of radiation 
emitted from these vials,” Becker’ 
said. “We don’t believe there is a 
health hazard to workers a t  any 
of the three facilities, or any of 
our workers.” 

.. . . 
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Lab I . : .f. probes error 0 .‘rh&Mound plant ordered a 
:day:long review of all waste 
‘dis’sal . ... procedures Thursday 
aftpidiscovering . * /. it had been 
qhyibing waste containing 
Yadioactive plutonium to the 

?6n$aining paper wipes and 
$estug fluids - was shipped to 
haz%dous-waste burial and 
’j4c5fieration sites in Arkansas, 
:?epbucky and Louisiana. 
;$s$ad of low-level radioactive 
?ya& sites iri the southwest, a 
bokbsman for EG&G Mound 
$p@ed Technologes Inc. said 
Fndav. 
iZE&G operates the Miamis- 
b$&plant for the Energy 
qeppment .  . . 
j , f qe%pes  are used daily in 
pia$ buildings to check sur- 
f+cf!q for signsofradioactive’, . ’ 

co$%nination,’EG&G Mound 
Spokesman Mark Becker said. 

.. .’ 

G A O  - to probe allegations on Fernald - - - 

cleanup 
By Katherine Gazella 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. 
General Accounting Office will 
investigate charges that the com- 
pany hired’to clean up the Fer- 
nald uranium processing plant 
misused taxpayer money, Rep. 
Rob Portman said Friday. 

G A O ,  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  
accounting arm of Congress, will 
examine allegations the Fernald 
Environmental Restoration Man- 

, agement Co. faked performance 
reports to  remain eligible for 
Department of Energy fees. 

In addition, GAO will investi- 
gate the Energy Department’s 
severance payment of $13 million 
in taxpayer money to 476 private 
employees who were laid off from 

The Cincinnati Enquirer, 
which raised the charges in a 
report this week, reported those 
employees were about to be dis- 
missed anyway. 

Don Ofte, the president of 
FERMCO said this week that ’Ihe 
Cincinnati Enquirer report 
about the performance fees “is 
not a factual rendition of condi- 
tions at the plant.” 

He could not be reached for 
comment Friday. 

The Energy Department 
defended the use of taxpayer 
money for private employees’ 
severance pay as a long-term cost 
savings. 

Phil Hamric, manager of the 
agency’s Ohio office, said the 
reduction of the workforce will 
savs money on long-term 
contracts. 

In addition to these charges of 

financial wrongdoing at Fernald, 
the GAO also will examine allega- 
tions of “excessive” travel costs 
and more than 1,000 safety viola- 
tions since the clean-up began in 
1993. 

Portman, R-Cincinnati, said 
that “the serious nature of these 
allegations merits an immediate, 
independent review of the 
situation.” 
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Montgomery Countv d construction on the rise 
- .  ., 

0 s -  
.. . .. . . 

By Steve Bennish 
and David Mendell 
3AYfON DAILY NEWS 

Capitalizing on low interest 
rates. a strong local economy and 
consumer demand. Montgomery 
County is riding the biggest con- 
struction surge in at least nine 
years. 

The greatest growth came in 
the county’s outer suburbs. 
towns and areas once considered 
rural. New construction was com- 
paratively anemic in Dayton and 
its older, abutting suburbs. 

Hot, spots include Miamisburg 
and Miami Twp.. where the Day- 
ton Mall is a magnet for residen- 
tial and commercial develop- 
ment, .as well as. Raadolph Twp. 
and Englewood, where the 

7 Boom 

amount spent-on..single-family 
home construction more than tri- 
pled from 1991 to 1994. 

Countywide. developers put up 
nearly 3377 rmllion in new con- 
struction.in 1994. according to 
property tax records kept by the 
county auditor’s office. .That fig- 
ure is 43 percent above the aver- 
age of S263 million for the period 
from 1986 through 1994 and more 
than triple the approximately 
$103 mdlion in new construction 
in 1993. 

The jump @new construction 
dramatically reversed a five-year 
decline. The auditor‘s office is 
stdl compiling 1995 figures, but 
experts say that ‘construction 
remained strong and appears to 
be continuing this year. 

SEE BOOMIA7 

-.- 
Business ishoking 

CONTINUED FROM/= 

The boom has many faces: 
Suburbanites trading up to new 
homes, farmers building new 
barns, retooling industries and 
upscale national bistros bding 
the Miami Valley ideal for 
business. 

New homes comprise the over- 
whelming share of new construc- 
tion countywide, fueled by Miami 
Valley residents takmg advan- 
tage of low mortgage interest 
rates to move into new subdim- 
sions. The moves are often 
financed by the sale of residents’ 
older, suburban homes. 
’ National name-brand sellers of 

building supplies, sporting goods. 
books and electrorucs have fol- 
lowed the new subdivisions. 
Stores are poppmg up along 
nearby roads - _  like - goose _ _  bumps 
on a cold Cay. _ _  

Sounei’Coufrly Auditor . DAWN DAILY NEWS 

William Stanton of East Dayton, 
tired of the gnnd at a cold bever- 
age drive;through, opened a ciga- 
rette discount outlet in down- 
town Miamisburg last April. 
Business was slow at first. But 
noting the steady stream of cus- 
tomers looking for their favorite 
smoke, Stanton, 35. hopes to 
break even in three months. 

downtown improvements, Stan- 
ton said, “I look for this town to 
come. to- life in the next few 
years.’” 

New businesses like Stanton’s 
Tobacco Row, 64 S. Main St., and 
the residential construction 
surge, are softening the impact of 
the Department of Energy’s 
downsizing of the nearby Mound 
Plant. said Ben Suttman, owner 
of a Miamisburg clothing store. 
“This downtown hit its low but 

With the city planning more - 

-- . has. been on its. way-.upfor the- --said; .ws he b&.t&.&,& 

A last two years,” he said. happen for our industry.” * 

Prosperity - and business 
activity - have been widespread 
in southern communities such as 
Miamisburg, Centenrille, Wash- 
ington and Miami townships and 
West Carrollton. 

.“Our suspicions are there are 
hundreds of businesses opening 
and closing over the last few 
years.’’ said Randy Daniel, presi- 
dent of the South Metro Cham- 
ber of Commerce, which covers 
those areas. 

Throughout the area, the con- 
struction surge has led to carpen- 
ters, masons, electricians, weld- 
ers and pipe fitters being in short 
supply, said Kathy Somers, 
executive director of Associated 
Builders and Contractors, Ohio 
Valley Chapter. Some general 
contractors have turned down 
jobs because expert help is in 
short supply, she said. 

Somers isn’t complaining, 
though. 

“People are l o o h g  again at 
our area as a mwth area” she 
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. Oberer’ expects .his mi!s this the older suburbs by the low 

’ year to be at least as in interest rates and good schools, 
Last year, George Oberer Jr.. real estate agents said. 

president of Oberer Development “Ninety-three was the year all 
Co., built and sold 177 homes, hell.broke lose in the mortgage 

was Oberer‘s second best year in and around the National City Mortgage. “That’s 
behind 1994. The average price Valleyf moving One location when rates hit 7 percent.” 
tag  $153,000. to another,’’ Oberer said. “People Mortgage rates also hit a low of 

A third of Oberefs buyers just are moving from Ketteag, oak- 7 percent in 1994- Low rates over 
wanted bigger homes; another wood, CenteFdk and Beaver- those two years helped trigger 
third were so-called “empty- creek. and they are no-g far- construction and home sales 
nesters,” older -couples whose ther out.” because money became cheaper .- children lee .home; the rest were __ Replacing them are apartment 
M - t i m e  buyen lmea by low - ‘ ~ - d W e k ~ d Q a R I l t S  StmXtedtF’ -‘ ’ . . - - . 

’ interest rates. he said. 

A steady clip 
lgg5 since he emects interest 
rates to‘ remain low 
theyear. 

mostly in Montgomery County. It “Most Of those buyers Come industry,** wame N a t a e  of 

. . .- .- - - - -. to_bo-~ow. . .. -- 



Industrial projects have ‘also 
strongly contributed to the area’s 
construction growth .Two efforts 
bode well for industry this year 
and beyond because they indi- 
cate a swelling local demand for 
shipping services. 

At Dayton International Air- 
port. a 53 W o n  warehouse is 
under construction for Emery 
Worldwide Co., an air-freight 
hauler. Demand for shipping is 
strong enough to justrpSr the 3 
million-square-foot freight hub. 
which wrll be completed by May, 
said Eric Joo of Miller-Valentine 
Group. the project’s developer. 

The US. Postal Service’s new 
$3.8 W o n  priority mad facility 
w l l  also be in service at the air: 
port in March. Demand for prior- 
ity service grew 12 percent last 
year compared with the year 
before. 

@ 

Better streets, parks 
?Aillions have been spent fcr 

public unprovements like street 
and park upgrades in the area’s 
high-growth areas -- especiaI€y 
the southerly communities along 
1-6’75. 

Miamisburg will spend this 
year an estimated $9.5.,million for 
such improvements; including $5 
minion for a park and recreation 
center. In Washington Twp., 
$820,000 is going to expand the 
dre house. And, the gW of Cen- 
terpille last year wrapped up a 
$2.7 million, mile-long widening 
ai Ohio 48. “=I 

”vi0 years a g o r m e w o o d  
the ciw spent $1 &I&infor a new 
sewage pumping station to spur 
development on its west side. 
The city also.is.in the midst of an. 
$800,000 downtown beautifica- 

To meet the needs,ot1,000 new 
residents a year, Miami Twp. has 
expanded its police building and 
is ,considering a 6fth llwstation 
Township planuer James Foster 
said the installation of a sewer 
line in the last two years helped 
growth by making more land 
available for development. Last 
year‘s home building pace was. 

I.. 

aonproj&. > r d r -  . -  e -  - 

the best in 13 years. Foster said. 
Dave Anderson tomship adrmn- 
istrator. sad. “We’ve been able 
to handle what’s com5 at us” 

In Greene County, on the east- 
ern border of Montqomery Coun- 
ty, Bellbrook is completing a 
million - a o I1 a r :v a t  e r - s y s t e m 
upgrade. 

Whitecollar growth 
Who is moving into the new sub-’ 

divisions? Builders say they’re a 
different breed from the largely 
blue-collar. suburban home- 
buying folks who made up the 
purchasing waves of  the ‘60s and 
“70s. 

Today’s ‘buyers typically 
include white-collar. dual-career 
couples. sometimes with one 
spouse working in the Dayton 
area and the other in Cincinnati 
The southern suburbs are an 
ideal half-way commuting point. 

Today’s buyers want more 
amenities - bigger . kitchens. 
home oifices. entertainment and 
security systems. They are also 
more wiling to take on high 
mortgages. said Dick Sissoa a 
home bulder and designer of 
homes in the 5225.000 to $375,000 
range. 

That trend should continue, 
provided a flat tax isn’t imposed 

that eliminates deductions for 
mortgage-interest payments. 

“The people I work with are 
buying because it’s a good 
investmenk” Sisson said. Aver- 
age buyers have combined 
incomes of about 590.000 and are 
commonly employed in govern- 
ment. specii3caUy the a t a r y  or 
defense contracting industry. he 
Said. 

Too much? 
If there’s any downside to the 

boom besides more m c .  it’s 
thg oversaturation of commercial:. 
retail development in some locat- 
tions, said Daniel of the South, 
Metro chamber. Business ownem. 
worry additional competition! 
could make profit margins siim-; 
mer. he said. 

The newest additions. GO.: 
Dayton’s southern suburbs unil; . 
include a Barnes & Noble book-. 
store opening this year. Tbefe’s: 
also talk of a Target discounc: 
department store opening. To. 
create a more diverse busme?. 
climate, which would keep [he 
area strong if retail slows, Daniel’ 
plans to recruit more small ? I -  
ufacturing to the souther9 
suburbs. -I 

“We need to put our eggs 4 
more than one basket,” he said.-> -. 
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brewd-advance planning have 
kon praise for Miarmsburg as 
perhaps the most business- 
friendly town in the Miami Valley. 

Faced.with the prospect of a 
shrinking federal work force at 
the ' Department of Energy's 

cials redoubled efforts to attract 
the development that is now fill- 
ing what used to be fann fields 
with upscale homes and new 
industries. 

"Miamisburg has been the 
most aggressive of all at going 
after business," said Randy 
Daniel. president of the South 
Metro Dayton Area Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Pipestone Golf Course, a 
municipal course a -few miles 

om downtown, made the per- 

Mound Plant, Miamisburg offi- 

. 
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Business ftiendly: William Stanton moved from East Dayton 
; to Miamisburg to start his cigarette discount outlet store. 

amisburg enjoys 
boo&, improvements 

i y  Steve B e m i d  
OAYTON DAILY NEWS and Park Com- 

E Englewood: Proximity to 
highways helps Englewooa grdw 
at a healthy clip/GA 

~ ~~ ~ 

Light industry and research facil- 
ities have opened in two nearby 
industrial parks off Byers Road. 
That has helped add 1.600 new 
jobs to MiRmlsbug since 1994. 

Johnson said city officials 
thought 1995 would be a slower 
year but were wrong. "In 1995 
we were as good as 1994,". he 
said. "We were surprised we were 
this successful." 

Ron Hapner, a 53-year-old 
computer engineer. and his wife 
Joyce, moved to Miamisburg two 
years ago after s e h g  their Ket- 
tering home of more than 20 
years. With children grown and 
om of the house, Hapner was 
ready for a change. Reasonable 
lot prices and proximity to the 
golf course helped his decision. 
Hapner's house is near woods 
and a stream. Hunting for lost 
golf balls has become a second 
career. 

"We like it real well," Hapner 
said. "We go 'out in the evening 
and walk on the course." 

Rodger Merkel, 31, branch 
,' manager for Queen. City Mbrt- 

gage, isn't just helping hornetbuy- 
ers line up m c i n g  for their pur- 
chases: he's.partof the.boom:He.:. 
and his ;.wife, Jennife; .bC.t;qlf< 
ers, . we* .about to segx, their; 

10th hole a t  Pipestone Golf 
Course but decided to rent it 
instead because it's appreciating 
6 percent annually. 

"It's. just a boom&g ,?eatJ' 
Merkel said. "With. acces+bility 
to new restaurants~&d t l i e d l ,  
what you need in life is close," 

~ ~ ~ ~ o . m e  .b$f@R2ma6G. 
*c..-- ,:.--._- to a &W''&t house. &kg':the 
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FACTSHEET: . 
The Flex Circuit Industry 

Tlie invention of the flesible circuit - graplite conductors on Ihiai paper - is credited to 

Tlioinas Ediwii arid Frank Spraguc 111 the early 1900s. The job of a circuit - \vhetlicr Imrd board or 

klesible - is to allow electrical current to h v  on a given paUi tluougli a produa or system. h the LGEX 

oftlie fles circuit. die teclmology iiivolves tlie hitegrarioii of circuits a id  other coinpoiieiits on a film 

like substrate to create tl flexible intercoruiection. The primary advautages ofa tlesible circuit are its 

lidit wiglit. relatively small size wid ability to accoinmodate packaging contours aiid motion. 

Since the early days of its llivention. tlie fles c i r d  lias been signlificantl?; improved. During 

the 1940s. NASA advanced die design o f k s  circuits to reduce Ute size and weidit ofrocket 

payloads. Also during tllis t h e .  IGgli-volume. reel-to-rcel productioii of fles circuits was driven by the 

need oftlie ailtotnobile indust? to reduce labor costs atid cliiniiatz defects in tlie wiring of vehicle 

dashboards. Tlic reel-to-reel fonnat (such as that being used by hIouiid Flexible Circuits at the hIound 

Advanced T e c l u ~ o l o ~  Center) involves tlie continuous movement ofthe flexible circuit material 

through the various production operatiola. Tlh format offers economic advantages aiid improved 

quality over traditional panel-processing rnetliods because it reduces liandlirig and increases 

rllrougJ1put. 

hi the 1970s. drsigus for smaller. sleeker consumer products, such as tlie &inline phone. drove 

flex circuit production. Tlie decade also saw the emergence of the fledgling coinputcr hard disk drive 

iridustrl\., \i-hicli advanced tlie perfonnatice arid production offles circuits because of its need for a 

lidit. i1cxibIc iitesoruiec3 to tritlsfcr clcctroiiic signals. 

Wiilr: tlie gowixig popularity ofproduc;ts such as video games and personal computers durixig 

the 1980s saw coilsuiners increase their use of electronics. the primary advances in flex circuit 

technology during that decade were driven by the military's need for weight and volume reduction for 

their electronic systems. Thc early 1990s usliered in the increased use of flesibie circuits in compact 

electronic products such as disk drives. caneras, portable ooinpad disk players. video cassette 

recorders. cellular phones and notebook computers. Experts predict the next century will bring even 

greater use of flexible circuits as coiuuiners d a m i d  smaller, more powerful electroilio products. 

Today's flesible circuit industry is liiglily competitive. The US. market sliare ittakes up about 

27 percent (tSSl0 million) oftlie $1.9 billion worldwide market. E.qerts predict that by 1999. tlic 

U.S. u i i i  claim 40 percent of the worldwide flex circuit market. 

W# 
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FACT SHEET: 

Mound Flexible Circuits Corporation 

hlouiid Flexible Circuits Corporation d a i y a  and inanufacturrs l k d ~ l e  Lkwits and flexible 

circuit assemblies for tlie eleL%oiiics industry. Tlie company. o privately held spin-out of Indiana- 

based Solos Corporation. will supply the U.S. flcsiblc circuit market and e.\port flcsible circuits as 
well. At the same time. Mound Resible Circuits is positioihig itselfto challeiigc foreigu competitors 

for a leadbig Bare of tlie rapidly growing. ivorldu ide 11es c k i t  market. Current goals include 

eqxuidiig uito the areas of flcs circuit productioii for automotive applications and consumer a id  

industrial electronics including notebook coinputers aiid portable coirunuiiicatioti devices suclr as cell 

pllolles and pagers. . .  

Tile company will pursue its inarket cspamioii goals by fully utilizing the flesible circuit 

facilities ofthc Slouiid Advanced Tecluiolo~y Center. These are located it1 the Central Operating 

Support (COS) building atid inoludc a 10.000-square-foot clean room and reel-to-reel processiiig 

equipment. Tlie clean room rriviroiuneiit is critical for the production of flex circuits because of 

increasingly stringent industq demands for finz-lhic. contaminant-fice products. The reel-to-reel 
fonnat also eilliaiices quality by reducing liandlin_s and providing critical coiitroIs during the various 

stages of processing. 

Mound Flexible Circuits will operate a tirree-shifi opmtioii and create inore than 125 UC\Y 

manufacturing, .sales and adtnitistrative jobs by tllis time neht year. Twenty-five of those positions are 

being added iimnediately. 

FEE-18-1536 13:18 5132931562 P.863 



NEWS RELEBE 
CONTACT: 1R.IR.IEDIATE RELEASE 
Alike Grauweltnaii February 19: 1996 
Mianisburg Mouiid Commnuility Lnprovcinciit Corp. 

‘ 865-4462 

NEW FLEXIBLE CIRCUIT COhIPAiW OPENS AT 
hlOUND ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY CENTER 

bliatnisburg. Olio - A iizw U.S. flexible circuit company \vi11 expand in!o n t y  inarkets by 

cstablislillig its operation to tlie Mound Advaticed Tccluiolo~y Center (hlATC), it was aiuiouiiced 

today. hlouiid Flesible Circuits Corporation will m a t e  inore tliaii 100 jobs by year’s slid and put 

back iiito use tlie former defense facility‘s state-oGtlie-art capabilities for manufacturing reel-to-reel. 

fiiic hie flcsible circuits. according to company president and CEO Xcliard hfcCoiuic11. 

Jouing lhn in making the aimouticeinelit were political leaders and officials of the hlianisburg 

Mouiid Cointnuility hnprovemeiit Corporation (klblCIC)y the City of hliainisbutg and the U.S. 
nrnm.-.-t ,.cc..~-. I;nnc\ .. 

“We’ve located at this facility because of tlie equipment. the people. Uie capability aid the volume 

production capacity?“ McCoimeIl said. ”Tlie facility provides not oidy tlie lligldy sophisticated 

equipment and esadbig processes used for our country’s defense. but also the people experienced in its 

operation. 

... 

“We have also been impressed with tlie edeilsive design, fabricatioiL tooling and analysis capabilities 

available Eotn otlier businesses on site. Tllis combination puts Mound Flexible Circuits in a unique 

position to provide a wide variety of inatiufacturing solutions to our custoiners.” 

The new company is the illlieteenth business to locate at the fonner DOE defense weapoils facility. 

Mound Flcsiblc Circuits will bring total private-sector einployineiit at tlie h,loutid Advanced 

(inore) 

-. . 



Teclmology Center to 300. hfcCoimell said lie will continue tu Ike qualified fonner hlouiid workers. 

*'This is ;1 tremendous leap fonvard for the 1Iouna Advanced Technology Ceiiter. the 5 I imi  Yalley 

and the aitirc: nation." said Jolui htaletta. Jr.. cliainneii ofthe board of the Miainisburg Blouc\d 

Coirunutiity Improvement Corporation (MLlCIC j. the orp~iizatioh sptarhcading Mound's 

coimnerciaiization. -'A developineut of this inaptudc doesn't happen on its own. It haas taketi tile 

cooperation of private business and govenunait. includiiig the City of hfiamisburg, hfont,oomery 

County and tlie State ofOhio. 

. .  -- 
.'Tliis dcrelopineiit is especially gati&iny io iliose ol'us \ ~ I O  h a \ ~  been working closcl! 011 the 

hIouiid transitioil because tliers were early doubts about the L.otntnerc.ial.potclltial oftliis tecluiolog." 

hlound Flcsiblc Circuits will utilize nearly 22.000 square k t  of space, itlcludiiig administrative, 

reception. trailling aiid coinmoii areas. Tlie production operation will be conducted in a 10.000 square- 

foot -'clean room" that provides a temperature- aird Iiumniti~-colltrolle4 particle-free environment. Tlie 

adtniiustrative and trahing areas were renovated with help from a S125,OOO grant from Aiotitgoinen 

County's Ecoiiomic Developinclit/Go\~cnunent Equity (ED GE) p r o w .  

"Tlie purpose of tlie EDiGE program is to help local coinmuniries main and create jobs and preserve 

the. local t a s  base wvliile providing new opportunities for citizens and businesses in hlonttgorncry 

Countyl" said County Coinmission President Don Lucas. ' f i i s  amiou~lcement is great IIZW for 

Miamisburg. atid I'm excited that we could play an iinportrult role in b~jnging a new business and job 

opportunities to hlound." 

Also, the State of Ohio has committed funds from tlie Ohio Industrial Traitiitig program to pay up to 

otic-half of the coinpaiy 's eligible trau~ig costs. hi additiolh tlie Ohio Departmait of Developmait 

has recoimneiidcd a corporate fnncllisc tax credit tlrou.& the Oliio Job Creation Tas Credit Program. 

The recornnetidation is coiituigciit on approval by the Ohio Tas Credit .4utlioriv. 

(l?JO/lt?) 

. .  . .. . __  . . - 
. . - .. .. 
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Morrrd k i b l e  Circiiits 
Page 3 of 3 

# 
"We arcmespecially gratehi to all our partners in making tlk amouiicanent possible," said 

hliamisburg blayor Dick Church Jr. "From our elected leadership in Washgtoa to die State of Olio 

turd Montgomery County, w e  have enjoyed full support in our efforts to bring Mound Flzsible Circuits 

Corporation to the hlouiid and the Miami Valley. W e  couldn't Ira\-e done it without tJian." 

Bob DeGrasse. DOE'S managx of community and worker transitio1.t traveled from DOE 

headquarters in Wnsllingon D.C. for the onnouncement of the new Mound business. "hlound 

continues to be a leader in defense conversion tluou@iout the DOE cotnplex. This success adds to our 

optiinisin that the investments this count? rnadc in d e h s c  superiority ciui iiow be used to stretigtliexi 

~ our global ecotiomic competitiveness. This is tremendous iieivs for the Department of Enerp." 

The hlouiid Advanced Tecluiolog Center is a U.S. Depmnent of Energy defense weapons 

production facility undergoiiig dcfetlse coiiversion since 1993. With its unique combination of 

sophisticated technology businesses. anal>tical capabilities and cqmienced scientists. the MATC is 

able to provide inaiufxmring solutions for a v a r i q  of industries by applying the defaxje 

community's exacting standards to manufaLmrhig processes and products. 

-30- 

... - 

... 

.- 

a 

..... _ _  

.. . 
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The Middletown Journal- 

Yew business 
at Mound will 
bring 125 jobs 

D:lJTOX - X new busi- 
ness a t  the Mound Plant will 
create 125 jobs in the next 12 
months and turn out commercial 
r-iectronic components, according 
to a newspaper report. 

The Dayton Daily News re- 
ported thac 3Iound Flexible Cir- 
cuits Corp. will announce its 
plans at  a news conference to- 

iiichard SIcConnell, said it will 
.s:a;’t r?!)ciations in Xarch. 

Segotiations have been going 
:):-. ior : ; I !~c .  months between the 
c:.:;:I~I:>. ~ n c i  rlie Miamisburg 
>. IC! LI !i ci Imp rove- 
iiient Corp., \viiicn is ieaaing d- 
~ G G  i o  convert the former nli- 
clear weapons plant into an ad- 
\.anted cornmerciai technology 

!.;t,J. -,-.. The company’s president. 

,. . 

c‘ 0 :E xu nit; 

center . 
“These are all new jobs,” said 

Michael 2. Grauwelman, presi- 
dent of the improvement organi- 
zation. 

About 20 businesses are lo- 
cated at Mound, most of them 
one- or two-person operations of- 
fering analytical services in con- 
nection with Mound‘s laboratory 
equipment. The plant’s machine 
shop has been the biggest source 
of jobs, with about 80 people em- 
ployed there by two companies. 

Nost U.S. Department of En- 
ergy operations at the 640-acre 
plant have shifted to environ- 
mental cleanup projects. EG&G 
Mound Applied Technologies 
h c .  operates the site and em- 
ploys about 1,090 people. . .  .. .:. , .; ,...,.. . , t .*.:*. 

Monday, Feb. 19,1996 

Huntington unit will oversee Fernald cleanup 
HUNTINGTON, W.Va. (APj - 

A unit of the Huntington district 
of the Army Corps of Engineers 
will oversee cleanup work at  sev- 
eral federal hazardous, toxic and 
radioactive sites. 

About a dozen employees from 
the Huntington district will work 
on the contract with the US. De- 
partment of Energy’s Morgan- 
town Energy Technology Center. 

They will be dispatched to 12 
sites, including the former Fer- 
nald uranium enrichment plant 
a t  Cincinnati. 

created the special unit for toxic 
cleanup last year, when the more work.” 
Corps found hazardous waste on 
a construction site a t  Winfield. 

Huntington Corps officials hope 
the contract will help preserve 

jobs in their district. 
“If you’re not looking for new 

missions, you’re in the process of 
dying,” said Dwight Burns, chief 

sion. “Doing good work generates 
Huntington district officials of the district’s engineering divi- . 

. .  . _. . - . - . _, . . . - - . 



Dayton Daily News 
Dayton, OH 
(S=230,000, D=18O,OOO) 

o FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23.1996 

Plan to remove Mound-contaminated dirt not justified by risk !3 I 
Many years ago, inhabitants of the 

Miamisburg area moved thousands of 
tons of dirt to construct a conical 
mound on a hill overlooking the Miami 
River. Hundreds of years later, the 
people who live there are planning to 
move even more dirt, not just up a hill 
but about 2,000 miles away to Utah. 

The original dirt-moving activities 
supported some religious goals, I 
believe. But the second dirt movement 
- from the Miami-Erie Canal - 

-appears arbitrary and wastefyl:based 
on what I heard at the open;house 
held in Miamisburg on Feb. 8. 

The host spokesman for the open 
house gave three reasons for the $20 
million program: responsibility, cost 
and legacy. 

As hr responsibility, the fact that a 
small amount of plutonium seeped 
into the canal area from the Depart- 
ment of Energy site does not mean 
this material must, at all costs to the 0 taxpayers, be removed. Risk analyses 

performed show that the only risk to 
the public is that people have to eat 
more than 100 milligrams of thatdirt 
per day continually in order for there 
to be any adverse health. effects; 
breathing the air .and drinldng the 
,prater', appear not . to be dangerous, 
according to the information booth at- 

rem9va .is' being 'done n 
.cost more to .do. h t h e  futufe. This is 
l&ely::&'true statement 3f;the slightly 
contaminated dirt really has to be 
removed. However, if a truly objecthe 
study on the need for the dirt removd 
would .be done, it should be obvious 
that $20 million of the taxpayers' 
money could be used to much better 
benefit: education programs that 
would include the basics of real vs. 

5 perceived risks and .minimizing thp; 
national malaise caused by. disfunc~~'; 
tional families would seem to be goox.' 2.. i 

As for legacy, .do readers re&: 
believe future generati0ns.W applauF : 
the addition of $20. million to, t$'L 
national debt rather than. acknowcI:, 
edge that, a small quantity. of. plutq-- ~ 

nim'is present in a'localized area an&' 
that. material does not affect the geQ 

!;eN'populace? My gyess is that fut*,e,,- 
:::generZtiops will view this dirt removal, . ,. -. . 

I would like, to view the legacy oft&,!: 
Momd .Facility as, one that benefited 
the.Miami Valley for many years, t h d  
'supported national goals in. defensqb: 
stable gas isotope technology, spa?% 
exploration and other high-technolog6r,; 
areas. '> ? 

ERNEST W. JOHNSON -. I 
Centenrille 

starts. 

.With.@&.in. . p . - -  
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Gary M e t d ,  PE, President 
L W ,  (502) 39M313 or 
Nanry M Wiser, APR 
The Preston Group, (606) 231-77II. ' 
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For Immediate Release 

Officials from Mound Plant, a Department of Energy W E )  f a a v  in 

Miamisburg, Ohio, notified three waste management facilities recently oE their cuncems 

regarding waste that was shipped for beawent in 3993 and 1994. LWD, Jnc. in Calvmt 

City was one of the plants alerted. 

LWD, Inc.'s president, Gary Metcalf, said the company wanted to respond 

publicly to the notice b e c a w  of the degree of concern that even &mdy low lev& of 

radioactivity might raise. 

We said most people do not realize that everyday activities Involve exposure to 

radioactivity far greater than €hat possible from the material accepted from Mound 

I ? l a  

"This particular isotope is so weak that it could not have even passed through 

the glass vials it was stored in," Metcalf noted. ''In fact, PLutortium438 at the level 

involved w'ould present less exposure than riding on a cornmadal airline flight for an 
hour. 

"The material was properly received and treated," he added "There has not 

been any threat to workers or the pubIic" 

-more- 

P ,002 
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Mound Plant's notification was precautionary in nature and was based on h e  

testing of scintillation fluids for Plutonium 238, which the plant had not 

conducted in the past sdhtillation fluids are used in laboratories to test wotker and 

environmental exposure to radiation 

a .  

Metcalf said Kentucky's requimnens are specific. 

"The material that Mound Plant has expressed co- about is addressed i.n the 

regulations and dearly is not required to be handled as a mdioactive material," said 

' Metcaif. 

H e  added that LWD wants the public to understand the measures the company 

employs to protect citizens. 

that we accept and .treat only hose materials dowed by law. Our state-of-theart 

technology and safety measures have continually demonstrated that we do a good job 

of this,'' said Metcalf. 

LWD, Inc. i s  Khtucky's only comerdal hazardous waste incineration facilify. 

Hazardous and non-hazardous material treated at the Calvert city ]Plant is  shipped to 

designated l a n W  outside the region for dispos$- LWD, Inc and its sister companies 

employ approximately 325 area residents. 

"As a responsible waste treatment facility, one of our great& duties is to ensure 

8, f . 

-end- 

>. f - 
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NIsbg. council hohors . . 5  . _  .. - , - 

firefighter, ‘girls’ bmball 
.‘I . 

by CBAD ROSE 
Special Writer 

Economic development at the 
Mound facility is on the rise as 
125 new jobs will come with 
the installation of Mound 
Flexible Circuit Corporntion, 
said Mound CIC President 
Mike Grauwelman at the 
Miamisburg ,City Council 
meeting last Tuesday. . 

Mound Flexibis Circuit Corp. 
has “a1r.eady started hiring.” 
said Grnuwelman, and “has 
notified some former Mound 
employees.’.’ 

Mound Flexibie Circuit 
Corp..-a spin-off of an existing 
Indiana corporation, according 
to Grauwelman, will compete 
in  the consumer computer 
industry in the global market. 

This new arrival will bring 
the totai nuniber of businesses 
ac the Mound up to 19 with a 
total of about 325 private sec- 
tor eniployees along with 
another 100 government jobs 
in the Ohio Ficld Office, said 
Grauwelman. 
City Manager John Weithofer 

i s  “pleased” with the progress 
Grauwelman has achieved at 
t h e  Mound. even though it 
“doesn’t get recognized all the 
time.” 

Councilman David Wood 

? ’  Mayor Dick Church,. Jr., 
presented “ certificate of 
achievement awards to the 
Mimiisburg High School girls 
basketball teahi for thek 1995; 
96 Mid-Miami League 
Championship. ’ 

Council passed’an ordi- 
nance authorizing the City 
Manager to establish proce- 
dures for professional services, 
aot subject to. the- bonding 
requirements ’of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 

Council passed an‘ordi- 
nances authorizing the City 
Manager to enter into a con- 
tracts fdr construction inspec- 
tion and. testing for the Richard 
St. and Alexandersvilld Rd. 
improvement projects and for 
engineering services’for the 
Mauc Rd. Phase II improve- 
meotproject , - A resolution.was passed by 
Council to establish a 
Groundwater Protection 
Committee with voluntary rep- 
resentatives. 

9 Council passed motions 
authorizing the City Manager 
to advertise and receive bids 
for two mud paving and. sur- 
.facing programs ’ for ..&e 
Engineering Dep,mmen!, two 
one-and-a-half cab and chassis. 
for the Street DeDariment. a _ _  

pointed out that Grauwelman’s ’ three-quarter ton ‘four wheel 
work “helps take the burden . drive pickup for the Traffic 
off of city planners so that WE Maintenmce Division, and one 
can concentrate on the commu- utility vehicle for the Water 
nity.” Treatnent Plant 

Other itqms from Tuesday’s Council also passed a 
(Fzb: 20) Miamisburg City motion authorizing the City 
Councii meeting: Manager’ to advertise and 

9 Fire Chief Robert Bobbi;: receive proposals for Phase II 
prcscrxed Mike Adcock w i t h  of the Strategic Planning 
the Fire Service Educator of ptoccss. . 
die Year from the Greater Ohio .Chad’ Rose is a Wright 
Fire Safety ’ Educators State University student 
Association. ’ majoring in English., ’. 

! 
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By JAMES W N E  
Staff Writer 

c i u m  m, Icy. - L W  lac 
bas acknoWedgd &at 42 dnunS Of 
was2 t!13t c o d n e d  minute amounts 
of plutonium were b a e d  two years 

at its Cdvert City intineqtor- 
-!&e company - whIch did not 
knwx ar the time tpat the m e  con- 
tained the plutonrum - said there 
was no health risk Stve anC r e d d  

When vickic JOUB went to het ex- 
bo-vfsiend's hoGe lan STek. to pick 
up the rest of her belocgmg. he 
wouldn't Let her la 

Yserday morning he did. 
An hour or so kiter? D m y  J. W- 

l i i  ulled 911 and rcpmed that his 
@ m e n d  had been shot 

Police found Jones dead around 9 
a.m on che Uvtng-roam floor o f  W i l -  
Liar& home in southen JeCerson 
County. She had muIs'ple gunshot 
and srab wounds. said JeiIerson 
l+r\iinrv i7mlrtv CnronPr Carl Adam.?. 

m-2fP1996 11:35 

tZldGeU said she heard Jon&' ick- 
up truck puil up into Williams' &e 
m y  3bmf 7;45 iLuL yesr*y 

"I diddt h m  aqything eke. so I 
guess he let bet in dght auay." 

Her husband, James Riddell. said 
Warn and Jones who is originally 
from COTi)ih were &mg p n t r l ~ ~ i  
even btiore Willisns was severely in. 
jured &t i l  whcn he f$I our of 3 
tree lhar he was fnnunmg la b !  -,sic. 

WV~iliiiam, 3 longrlme em$o:e o! 
J%J Sfec.L.m'+. a p1umbif.g. h e t t i q  
md ai:-ccad;bomg busice%, SUI- 
f e d  .i q h a l  injury and \vas ?E. 
Iped f;on the wast dam, Jane; 
Riddell said. 

513 865 3952 P.887/087 

Police deaths ir 
€or second year 

WASrnGrON (AP) - 
I62 Iaw enforcement c 
Idled in-the line of dw 
of them a the bombmg c 
buWag in Oklahoma C: 

The mtal rupreseatec 
death of police officers 
and SniJght year, althou; 
low the p+k- 190 in 1 

The Nauonal Law Enfi 
ficers M e m a  Fund 3 
of Potice Sunivors gave 

The deaths remlted al 
from felofii(lu5 assaults a 

c l l l fom led the nat 
'fhtalities with 18. The 0 
rorist dadliest bombingAfrill9 day m aw enfc v 
roty, the groups said. 

Fishermaa neei 
b landing - hi 
OSLO. Nonvay (AP) - 

who fouad h[msell fWaZl 
on 8 &uqk of ice kepc hi 
his finger; do the waiki: 

The SSpzr~o[d m9d. 
hg when he notked th 
w o n  was adrift. He o 
land. across the wirily 
p m e  of frigid mrer. 

So he wlllpped out hi; 
phone and d e d  the fir 
in nejrby FreQrtbstaa. 

The fire department c 
ilce who called the R q  
whia sent a rescue.bc 
picked hie. up w i i i  3 
J& Cali. police said. 



. lastweek 
According to an article in the Department of Energg. Attorney 

Arkansas RemocratCazette and General Winston Ba?ant eventual- 
reprinted in the News-Times, an 4 sued on behalf of the state of 
Ohio company had been sending Mkansas. 
vials containing plutonium to the In the end though, little came of 
local Ensco ipcinerator, even that endeavor. The suit was dis- 
though burning of radioactive missed a few months ago, accord- 
material is prohibited. ing to the Attorney General's . 

An Ensco spokesperson said the Offjce. because the radioactive 
company received 55 . drums of levels were so low. 
vials containing ':a very low Ievel ln reading back over the News- 

. of radioactive material" from 1991 Times' accounts of  that incident, 
to 1993 from EGtCXound Applied however, a couple of quotes 
Technologles of Miamisburg. Ohio. 'jumped out, 

. The company said 15 to 18 percent "It has been and continues to b e  
of the sbipped viaIs contained E ~ S C O ' S .  policy not t o  accept 
minute amounts OC plutoniu'm. radioactwe material," spokesper- 

Barnett told the bemocrat-Gazette Sbe went on to say that in the 
that under a worst case scenario wake of the 1992 revelations Ensco 
posed hy the Depar tment  of was requiring that a sample from 
Energy, rnavimum exposure would .any company be submitted prior lo  
be  the equivalent of holding 3 shipment approval. "hen, once 
smoke detector for an hour. Such material was received localIy, 
detectors run on a small dose of Ensco wouid check for possible 
radioactivity. radiation. 

"The levels were so low that "I don't think it could happen 
you're.not talking about m y  dan- again because anding that comes 
ger at all," Barnett assured the in Is thoroughly checked," Barnett 
Democrat-Gazette, assured Iocal readers in 1992. 

Ensco's corporate philosophy has . Well, it sounded like a good plan 
always been, the less said the bet- at the time. 
ter, That's an unfortunate outlook Unfortunately. whatever safe- f 
because it breeds fear of the guards were put Into place in 1992 ' 
unknown and suspicion locally. evidently didn't catch the other 1 

Rather than smooth assurances, shipments that came to light last 

a1 information about this incident . So more questions arise: Why 
the company might offer addition- week. 

For example, what if  the levels wasn't this latestradioactive mate- t 

had been higher? Do local re& rial discovered before Yncinera-. 
dents have any guarantee u a t  tion? What's to prevent material 
higher levels .would have been with higher levels of radioactivity 
detected any better 3 a n  the lower from being incinerated in the 
levels were? future? 
The past is i!JstrUCtiVe here as The point, afler all. is not the 

well. level of danger posed by the incin- 
In 1992, a Defense Departmegt erated material. It's that prohibit- 

contractor shipped radloactive ed material got past the check- 

ton. including Ensco irt El Dorado, 

ts . 

I 

- Ensco  spokesperson Kare,n sonBarnettstatedin 1992. 

, 

.. 

- .  I - -  

. wastes to cornmerclal Incinera- points at all, 
That is not reassuring. - 
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us, WILL PRODUCE NUCLEAR COMPONENTS: ~ e -  
spite the end of the Cold War, the United States 
wiU continue to  produce nuclear weapon compo- 
nents - at least at a scaled-back level --.to keep 
the country's *stockpile reliable, .the 'Energy 
Department sad Wednesday. Energy Secretary 
Hazel O'Leary emphasized that no new weapons 
would be'pproduced but that about 50 plutonium 
cores a year and other warhead components 
would continue t o  be manufactured as part of a 
much smaller weapons production complex. 

I 
! 

c 
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MOUND PLANT 
POTENTIAL RELEASE 

SITE PACKAGE 
1 Notice of Public Revieiv Period . '  . .  

:. . . 
.. . 

Restoration . 
, Program The foilowing potential release site (PRS) packages will be 

available,for public review in the CERCLA Public Reading 
Room, 305 E. Central, Aue., Miamisburg, Ohio beginning 
February 15,1996. Public comment will be accepted on these 
packages from February 15,1996 through February 29,. 1996. 

. .  

Oucslions can be referred io Mound's Community Relations Specialist, Jolene Walker, at (513) 865-4 140. 

. I  . 
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Miamisburg News 
Miamisburg, OH I (W = 7,000) 

-- 
I Miami Township is now fac- 
ing another annexation attempt 
- the second one it has faced in 
the past six months. 

The latest attempt has been 
filed for  the annexation of 
195.908 acres of ground in  
Miami Township to the City of 
Miamisburg. The land in ques- 
tion is located south of the 
Miamisburg City Limits in the 
area of Mound Avenue and 
Benner Road west to Old Route 
25, abutting property of the 
Monsanto Research 
Corporation’s Mound facility, 
which has land that is also in 
the request. 

Papers were filed Feb. 25 
with the Montgomery County 
Commissioners, who will hear 
the request at its May 13 meet- 
ing. 

The request for annexation is 
the second for this property, 
having been turned down in 
January 1983, due to lack of 
adequate fire protection by the 
city. 

-- 

March 6, 1996 _- - .  - 

roject - -_ Pride lea orning 
sprii vents in 

- -  

Better mark your calendars. It 
all begins on Saturday, April 27. 

A series of spring time events 
begins with Project Pride, that 
special clean-up day initiated 
last year in Miamisburg. More 
about this later, but plan on it 
now. You can call  K2rl 
-Zimmerman, Sfi6S655 to volun- , 

teer to participate. 
Spring Fling events begin.  

with the annual Beauty Pageant 
be held on Saturday, May 4 at 
iamisburg Memorial Building 

And coming the next  

- :  . -. _ - _  

Auditorium. 
e 

.. . 
- . .- - 

Saturday, May 11 is the annual ’ 
Spring Fling Dinner Dance, to 
be held this year ai the Moose, The Spring Fling Golf Outing ’ 

Lodge on Central Avenue. ~ will- follow the race - a t  
-. Music . will be .by “Southern-.. Pipes tone. I 

Thunder” and admission is $10‘; 
per person. 

Spring Fling weekend is May 
17,lS ‘and 19 i n  Librdiy .Park. 
On Sunday, the annual . - . _. -_ , 5 K .  _ _ _ .  

Spring Fling Run for the Roses i’ 
Race will be held, beginning at 8 , 

a.m. at Pipestone Golf Course. 
Runners and walkers are urged 
to participate. There’ll be 

plaques, roses and ribbons for 
winners. ’ 
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MOUND - 
Ewironmental 
ncstoration 
P r ~ g r a m  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
THORIUM CONTAMINATED SOIL (AREA 8) 

POTENTIAL RELEASE SITE 266 
RELEASE BLOCK F 

MOUND PLANT, MIAMISBURG, OHIO 

ACTION MEMORANDUM 

i '  

Beginning March 15, 1.996. and continuing through April 14. 
Ziri:rgy will accept public coniments on the ActiomMemorand 
Coriiariiinated Soil (Area 8) in PotentiaLRelease Site 266 of 
M ~ i i n c l  Plant in Miamisburg. Ohio. . . 

!r~ this Action Memorandum the Department of Energy. Is r 
storage and disposal of contaminated sol1s:as t h e  preferrr 

. 'Tliis Acliori Alemorandum'has been- reviewed by,-lhe regul 

-'The public' is invited, and encouraged to,'review%he A 
CERCLA Public Reading Room, Miamisburg Senior 

. .  

. _ L .  
. .  

M i a mi sbu rg , 0 h io. 

Al! cornn:en(.s regarding the Action Menlo 
Joiene Walker. EG&G Com'munity Relati 
4.40. Miamisburg. 01.1 45343-3000. (5 13 

. .  
. .  

fl EE~G-MOUND'APPLIED: 
. . . .  

e* 

.- .-.-. - . ._ .. .-. . - . . .--- - ....... _. .. . . 
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Plant seals 
radioactivity 
in glass logs 

AIKEN, S.C. (Ap) - For the 
first time,. the United States 
has started turning radioac- 
tive liquid waste,from its Cold 
War bomb-making days into 
glass, which scientists say is 
safer for storage. 
US. Energy Secretary 

Hazel O’Leary pushed -a but- 
ton  Tuesday at:-.$he $2.4-:bil; 
lion - Defense Waste PrO(ess1. 
irig Facility to start the.mix- 
ing of deadly. radioactive goo 

we’re finished, it;will.:belike 
‘ice -*.yo! can pick:if..iight. 
back . up.” . The processing 
plant. is. .a t  the S a v a q a h .  
River site. 

. .  

. -.:,-:I:-- 
. -  ’ . . . ., . . . .. . .- . . She pushed button to start plant in  South C.arolina ’ ’. 

. .  

. .  
. ... 
. .  

I -  
. .  . .  . .  .: . . _ - .  . I  

_. .- . .  . .  . . .  - - - -  . . . - * .  . . . . . - . _ _  -. 
. .  .’ ,_ . 

- .  . .. .- .. I .  

. .  
., . ~ . .  . . 

.. . 
. , . . . .  . .  . .  . I  
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. .  
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. . . -  



Cincinnati Enquire 
Cincinnati, OH WEDNESDAY MARCH 13, i996 
(5 = 341,046, D = 197,s‘ 

Total 
cleanup 
in doubt.: 

Al Ledbetter, assistant safety- 
service director, said the announce- 
ment “sounded very, very good at 
first, but it seemed it went almost 
into a commercial.” 

Michelle Jordan, EPA deputy re- 
’ gional administrator who announced 

the project, confirmed that the total 

EPA says money 
may not be there 
BY JANET C. WETZEL 
The Cincinnati Enquirer 

SHARONVILLE - A press con- 
ference by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) to an- 
nounce a Superfund cleanup of an 
abandoned factory here was a waste 
of time, a city official said Tuesday. 

Virgil Lovitt 11, city council presi- 
dent, said Sharonville officials are 
happy about the planned cleanup of 
the site of Green Industries Corp., a 
former electroplating company on 
East Kemper Road. But he said he 
was “surprised and disappointed” to 
learn money may not be available to 
finish the six-month job, scheduled 
to begin next week. 

“It is not a done deal,” Mr. Lovitt 
said as he stood outside the building, : 

EPA officials said money is avail- 
able to begin the job but would not. 
divulge a specific amount. The esti- 
mated $3 million for the entire proj- 
ect “totally hinges on EPA Super-. 
fund g e t t i n g  t h e  p r o p e r :  
appropriation in the congressional 
budget. This is nothing more than: 
leverage by our president against: 
Congress to get his budget passed,” . 
Mr. Lovitt said. 

, which reeked of strong chemicals. 

funding “will depend on what hap 
pens in Congress.” But Green In- 
dustries is a high priority site, and 
officials are hopeful they will have 
money to finish it, Ms. Jordan said. 

“I don’t think this is a waste of 
time because we lyve a certain level 
of funding to get us started,” she 
said. 

The EPA has confirmed the pres- 
ence of various hazardous wastes on 
the site and in the 4-acre building. 
They include cyanide, corrosives 
and flammable liquids in 2,000 con- 
tainers, plus 300,000 gallons of solu- 
tions in vats - many of which are 
deteriorating and leaking, Ms. Jor- 
clan said. 

“This site represents a potential 
iealth threat to the community be- 
:ause of fxe,” Ms. Jordan said. The 
nvestigation and cleanup will in- 
:lude removal and disposal of con- 
.aminated materials, and testing 
ground water. 

After the site is cleaned up, the 
Iroperty can be used again, which is 
)art of the goal of the Superfund, 
VIS. Jordan said. 

.. .. . . . . . .. . 
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Update. on Mound Aciiuities 

'0 Over-view of the Radioisotopic 
Thermal Generator- progr-ani 
at Mound ,, 

Interested citizens are encouraged to 
attend and participate. Questions can be 
referred to EG&G Community Relations, 
(513) 865-4140. Other Topics of Interest. 

MOUND 
MOUND PLANT 

POTENTIAL RELEASE 
u SITE PACKAGE 

Notice of Public Review Period ~nvironmental 
Restoration 
Proaram 

-.# ~ 

The following potential release site (PRS) packages.wil1 be available for 
public review in the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., 
Miamisburg; Ohio. beginning March 15, 1996. Public comment will be 

,,,accepted on  these packages from March 18, 1996 through April 1, ;1996,. . . . 

. - - . - . . . . . . . . . . . 



. .  - - .  
The Times/Centervill~Bellbrook Edition Wednesday, March 20, 1996 

. - . .- . . 

discussed: 

Thursday, 
March21, 1996 

7:OO P.M. 
Miamisburg Civic Center 

Community Room. 
10 N. First Street 

Miamisburg, OH 45342 

Interested citizens are encouraged to 

Update on Mound Activities 
Status of the Miami-Erie 

Overview of.the Radioisotopic 
Canal Cleanup 

7liermal Generator program 
ai Mound attend and participate. Ques t i ck  can be 

referred to EG&G Community Relatlons. 
Other Topics oflnterest (5 13) 865-4 140. 

. .. 
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b MOUND 

The next meeting 
of the Mound Action 
- Committee is 

. scheduled for: 

4 Thursday, 
March 21,1996 

7:OO P.M. 
Miamisburg Civic Cerfter 

Community Room 
10 N. First Street 

Miamisburg, OH 45342 / 

I .. Interested citizens are 'encouraged to 

I -_. 
- .. 

Topics to be discussed: 
*Update on Mound Activities 
*Status of the Miami-Erie 

+- 

Canal cleanup 

Thermal Generator program 
- *Overview of the Radioisotopic 

at Mound . attend and participate. Questions can be 
referred to EG&G Community Relations, *Other Topics of Interest (513) 865-4140. 

.. ...... . ...... . :. . I. . -7--. 

.._ 

Mound.-to: do&: . . .  o 
. . . .  , . .  i . .  

. Since 1971, the Regional Air Pollu- 
tion Control Agency (RAPCA) has been.: 
an independent. third party iti ,the.pro- 
cess of monitoring the.+,around the 
EG&G Mound Plant Miamisburg; As:. 
of April 1, the Mound.plaG-to:begi 
doing all monitoring.work.on;itsown: 

Sue Cloud; super?Gisor .,, . of . . . . .  the 'en .' 
ronmental monitoring group'?at,jt 
Mound, said that the d&ision'was'@q 
a cost-saving @tia.tive: '.wCA's::con-.I; 
tract cost about'$62,00 

, said they hop,e to . ,save, I .  

thateachyear. . . . . . . . .  
Money aside, J o b  Paul, RkPCA SUI:. : 

__-_. ... . .. .. . 
But at-least there was some third. 

party involvemknt. Sharon.Cowdrey of 
Miamisburg's Environmental and Health 
Safety citizen groupwas not completely. 
happy with the Waf the samples were 
taken before. And she would alsolikefo 
haveseeri someone . . . . .  else'&lyze . . .  .:, the . . . .  re:. 
Sults. . . .  : . . . . .  .:;:.-. . . . . . .  . c:. .:.:, . .  , : ;'..i.. .... 

Atleast withRAP&ioutof theloop;.: 
it will be clear whois respon@le'for.the ., 
results. 'The only problem gith h'avirig . .  
RAPCA collecting the samples ahds not 
having RAPCA analyze 'the samples, is .: 
that it gives the public a false'senie . . . . .  of.. 
security," she said. 

Paul said that there a i i  a. feG isiies 
that RAPCA wants to pursue before they 
terminate collection at theMoynd:'One ' 

is.to be sure that the Motujd's environ- 
mental compliance program is not de- 

. pendent on RAPCA's third partyinvolve- 
.merit. Paul.said they hope to have an 
extra 60 't0'90 days to look into these 
issues. . . . .  

may be on the way. Brian Nickel, Mound 
project manager for the, 'Ohio Environ- 
mental Protection Agency, said that. 
OEPA is currently negotiating with the 
Department of Energy to.set up. three air 
testingLites to validate the Moyqd's re-. 
sults. He did not.know;wfen. negotia;' . 
tions would becompleteor . . . .  tiling would 

. .  
. .  

. .  

' Some other third party involvement * 

. -  . .  . ..,,.A -I .,... :%.:t-:.; . 

\ . GET INVOLVED 

Wednesday & Fdday 
March 20 122 
The program 'AIDS: A Four Letter Word.' o documen- 
tory vldeo by Elephont Productlons about the Nome5 
Prolect AIDS Memod01 Quilt's vlsit to Wrlght Stote Unlver- 
sity. will be shown at 6 pm o n  DAW. 

Thursday. March 21 
A public Information session on low-level radiooctive 
waste In Ohlo will be held by the league of Women 
Voters from 7 5 0  to 915 pm 01 the Patterson Memorial 
Centef. 1815 Brown St. State Sen. Merle G Keorns. Ohio 
Stote Professor Audeen Fentlman and Jane Horf. execu- 
tlve director of the Ohlo Low level Rodlooctlve Waste 
Facility Development Authority. will give presentations 
and answer questions. Sgn-ln and refreshments will be- 
gin a t  7 pm. CaU 228-4011. 

Leorn about foster'co~re through the Montgomery 
County Children's Services at 6:30 pm In the Asrembly 
Room at 3501 Merrlmoc Dr. Call 276-7416. 

Learn how to shore your love for nature and become 0 
volunteer ot 7:30 pm at Germantown MetroPark. Meet 
at theNoture~CenteLWlOBoomer~eRd.CaU8557717. 

. .  

. . . .  

EG&G Mound wl4 hold a public meeting 01 7 cin a: the 
MiamlsDuig CMC Center 10 N. Flrst St. In Miamisburg. 
Call 8654140. 

- -- _. __ _- 
begin. 

Air testing will be of special concern 
to Miamisburg residents living around a 
canal site that is scheduled for 
remediation this spring. Cowdrey said 
the canal contains plutonium and tri- 
tium, along with other radionuclides. 

To keep the public assured of its 
safety, Paul said he would like to see 
RAPCA or some third party oversight on 
the project. 

"People are going to be real con- 
cerned about what's being stirred up 
'when they are remediating," said Paul. 
."Hopefully this is a situation where we 

' encourage our involvement rather than 
have it be cut off." 

-Michelle Tedford 
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ampus will &ve students 
from the center’s member dis- 
tricts to the south - Miamis- 
burg, West Carrollton, Carlisle 
and Valley View - easy access to 
an advanced vocational educa- 
tion program called tech prep. 

Students enrolled in the pro- 
gram take advanced math and 
science classes . along with their 
vocational education classes. 
After graduatioQ from high 
chool, they are then required to a et an associate’s degree in their 

field from Sinclair Community 
College before entering the work 

.. . 

“West. Carrollton Mi&$: 
‘burg and the CTC have al&iyS 
I been,in.t@ks’to provide -tr-, 
to’ ‘students h .the., south sub- 
urbs,” said Wendell Melton, tech 
prep coordinator; .‘‘Ever since the 
(federal government) announced 
it was going to close the produc-. 
tion facility at the Mound.” 1: i; ;, 

The satell i te center  
become one of about 20 tena$sl 
a t  the Mound since the D e p m  
ment of Energy phased o.$; 
defense-related work in the, e@@ .. .,-e. 
1990s. 

offer three fields of study - allied 
health, electrical engineering &id 
computer-support technology.’ : - 

-, . 
- r  

The satellite center this fall 

SEE SCHOOL/4A 
. . ... . ._ .. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 26,1996 
.. .- . . . 

0 School _ _  

CONTINUED FROM/lA 

The program eventually will be 
expanded to include building and 
machine trades, as well as indus- 
trial engineering. 

The expansion of the program 
matches a need in the workplace 
for skilled workers in the Eelds 
that will be offered at  the satel- 
lite center, Melton said.. 

“These are areas that have 
been identified by industry and 
business as ones where there 
aren’t enough trained people out 
there,” he said. “We are not creat- 
ing any dead-end programs.” 

The’,satellite center & not 
offer academic classes, so stu- 
dents  will split their  t ime 
between their home schools and 
the Mound. This may encourage 
more students to enter the tech I 
prep p r o m .  As Melton said, 
“Losing touch with what is going 
on at their home school has 
a lways  b e e n  a fear  with 
students.” 

Presently, students from the 
south suburbs have a 45-minute 
to  hourlong bus ride to the 
center’s campus in Englewood. 
The satellite center will be 
located in Building 61 at the 
Mound. 

Melton said no renovations will 
have to be made to  the building. 
The center will purchase about 
$500,000 worth of equipment for 
the program, such as computers, 
e x a m  t a b l e s ,  s o l d e r i n g  
equipment. 

The satellite center will be 
funded from state sources and 
center’s general fund. By the year 
2000, the satellite center will 
expand from about 70 students 

Existing Miami 
Valley Career 

Technology Center 

in three Eelds of study to 300 in 
Six. 

Students from south suburb 
localities that aren’t member dis- 
tricts of the center - such as 
Kettering, Centerville and Oak- 
wood - will be able to attend the 
satellite center. for an undeter- 
mined fee, Melton said. 

The center in Englewood 
serves 27 districts in Montgom- 
ery, Warren, Preble, Miami and 
Darke counties. About 1,200 stu- 
dents are enrolled in programs at 
the vocational education center. 

. 
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lam Forbes, had an 

(Continued from Page 1) 
site on the open market, it would 
have pulled the rug .right out 
from'under us,'' said Church. 

But.at the meetings, all these 
things were ironed out.' . .- 

"'The talks were very:success- ' 8 

ful and things a re lback .  -.... on- . , ,  . . -  

track," said. Church.. 
The Miamisburg 

i L. i.nvited i_ . _  President . Bil &.... 
visit the Moun-d facil 

"We're pushing for a presiden- 
.tial visit," said Church: "We 

. .  . . .  i a ~ s b u r  . ..:- ! 

. - . _  . .  , ' .  : - I . _ _  - - . -  . ._. i . - . . .  . . r -.... . .  

According to Keith Johnson, the city's' ; 
development director, MVCTC arid Sinclair 

, would pay a S 100,000 match to the ED/GE ' 

In another Moundirelated 'project, the city-. : 
. will also seek a $258,000 ED/GE grant to' . .1 

help fund a Benner Road .Water and Sewer . 

. ins t i l l  about2,400 feet ./ 

of water and sewer lines along Benner Road.' 
' ~ . From the Mound facility to Old U.S. 2 5 ,  and' 

a,; 1 , 1  I 0 feet of Sewer line,ai&,g . 

? , > .  : ; . \  

. __. 
by STEVE SANDLIN - '.'.A&&tant Editor' 'I . ' . . 

ment funds fror&Mbntgomery County _. . 
through the .Economic . . 

Development/Government Equity (ED/GE) 

City Council approved the application for 

The city is seeking a $100,000 ED/GE 

. .  I I 
1 

. .  . .  . .- . . . . .. The city of.Miamisburg. will seek develop- I fU,&. . , . . :.:,. . .  . 

program for.four projects this year.. .. Extension project. ' ,  . ,  

e The 
. the fu6ds at its.IvIqrch.19 meeting. .. 

grant to help _ _  fund improvements - - to - - Building ----. -. . 

for local residents. . ' ' 

the Mound'to e.stablish a.Technoiogy. . .  .! Old 25 from Benner Road.to;Sa?ony Koad. , 
I .  (Continued: o'n Page 18) 

. . .. Career Technical Center ' 

(MVCTC) and Sinclair College are cooper'.. 
ating in the project'that would bring such '' 
training to the Mound as computer techni- . 

cian,. elcctricql technician and construction 
trades by September. 



. Miamisburg ...'I 
(Continued from Page 1) . . 

The city would kick in a 
$172,000 match to the.$430,000 

'!This project is cntical ,.*,. to  :. the,. . 
redevelopment of the:-Mound,l'. . . 
said Johns0.n: 'The current- water 
and sewer system isn'tsetup'to .. 
handle'what'we'want to do.,; . , . . . 
there."- _ _  '. '.:. . ' ' -. 

The city% a1s.O 
$552,000 ED/GE 

. project. . .' 

fund roadway. improyemenG'.for i 
. Old Maue-Road, . . .._. - upgrides . . . . .-.- .. that. . 

. 

. will help access to industrial .- 
sites in the city. Miamisburg will 
put up matching funds of . . .  I 

$138,000 for this project. ....I .. 

.''Old.M.aut! is a.critica1 link to' 
these'industiial areas in the'. 1 
city," said Johnson.;''Daytec, ' . . 

Mound Printing-and. Corporex 
will be;l&ating in the'aiea and 
they need the.better access." : .. 

. .  . .  . .  
, ,:.. ..., . . .  

. . .. 
.. Also,'the city is'seeking a 

.: mgrketanalysis of , .  the I 

$35;0Op grant to help fund a 

I. . . .  

Miamisburg Plaza Shopping 
Center. The city would pay a 

I ..'The market analysis will . 
hopefully help us identify poten- ; 
tial long term viable tenants and 
'strategies for'attracting them to ' 

. the Plaza," said Johnson. 

. Iri:otherbusiness, cou:ncil . 

i agfbed to, allow the extension of 
- w a r  and sewer services to a - 

:new business. 
' Jerry.Vaughn is cons$cting a . 

service station at the site of the 
old Miami Ciuise-In theater on 

. Dayton-Cincinnati Pike. 
He got approval for the busi- 

1 ness from Miami Township, but 
since discovered that the tdwn- 

.' 

ship would not .be able to Su$ply . 
water,'and . .  sewer.service.s. to the 

Council agreed to supply the 
services to the site.if Vaughn .' 

will cbmplete the necessary;- . ' 

paperwork to have his 'site. .. . . I 

annexed'to the.city. . -: , . .  .. .:,. .. .. 

. 

. $5,000 match, 

- 

. .  .. . , 

. .  

site.. <: . . . . - . .  
. 

. .. 
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Belarus 
scientists 

Learning about 
cleanup programs 
By Tlmothy R. Gamey 
OAYTON ONLY NEWS 

Seven scientists from Belanis 
will examine environmental 
cleanup programs today as part of 
a U.S. exchange program with the 

. former Soviet republic. 
The group will visit Wright- 

Patterson Air Force Base this 
morning to leam about the base’s 
groundwater-treatment, landfill- 
capping and pollution-prevention 
efforts, said Tim Clendenin, chief 
of Wright-Pat’s restoration 
branch. 

Later, the scientists wiU visit the 
Energy Department’s Mound 
Plant, which has a variety of 
nuclear and chemical cleanup 
projects under way. 

Other stops on their tour  
include the Energy Department’s 
Fernald plant near Cincinnati and 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory in 
Tennessee. 

“The purpose of the visit ovkrall 
is to assess how U.S. federal facil- 
ities address environmeljtal 
issues,” Clendenin said. The :sci- 
entists hope to apply what $hey . 
learn to  pollution problems at 
home. 
A group of Belarussiai milih.& 

officials are scheduled to visit 
Wright-Pat later this mofth, 

He said the exchange pro&am 
is administered by the Defense 
Nuclear Agency. 

@ 

Clendenin said. \ 

0 MONDAY. APRIL 1.1996 
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Radioactive 
waste 101 
. The League of Women Voters held a 
meeting last week to educate the public 
on the lGw-level radioactive wastedump 
to be sited in Ohio. It was a presentation 
void of any of the controversies that 
caused Michigan, the original state cho- 
sen to receive the facility, to pull out of 
the agreement, or any of the questions 
that Ohioans have raised about the safety 
of a dump in our state. 

Ohio State University Professor 
Audeen Fentiman gave an overview on 
radiation. At one point) she answered a 
question about the danger involved with 
storing radioactive waste by saying as 
many gamma-producing radioactive 
items would be stored in the facility as 
could be found in ordinary soil. 

Her presentation was followed by 
1OthdistrictstateSen. Merle Kearns, who 
gave a history of the Midwest Compact 
and of Ohio's role as a site for the dump. 

n;le Midwest Compact was formed 
in 1984 by seven regional states'as a way 
to dispose of their own low-level radio- 
active waste and have a legal means to 
keep radioactive waste from other states 
out of Compact dumps. Michigan was 
supposed to site the first dump, but 
Michigan politicians opposed becoming 
a dumping ground for thecompact. After 
Michigan was voted out of the Compact 
in 1991, Ohio became the site for the first 
dump by default. 

.Ohio's 1995 Senate Bill 19 set the 
ground rules for forming a body to take 
care of the siting, building and monitor- 
ing of the low-level radioactive waste 
facility. Jane Harf, executive director of 
the Ohio Low Level Radioactive Waste 
Facility Development Authority, said it 
will take about three years to find a site 
for the dump, and it should be open for 
use in 2005. 

Audience members questioned the 
safety of the facility and the logic of 
waste traveling the highways of the Mid- 
west. "Every time the wastes cross the 
state line, there will be chance for com- 
plication," one audience member said. 
He also noted that if Ohio takes all of 
Wisconsin's waste for 20 years, that's 20 
years when Wisconsin won't have much 
incentive to cut down its own produc- 
tion of low-level radioactive waste. 

Velma Shearer was one of the more 
vocal and persistent questioners. "I 
thought there needed to be some input 
froma dif€erentpointof view,"she said. 
She was concerned about the scheduled 
decommissioning of nine nuclear power 
plants during the life span of Ohio's 
dump, and that Ohio could end up tak- 
ing much of this material short of spent 
nuclear fuel rods. 

While many of her concerns were ' 

not addressed by panelists, she said she 
was pleased to hear responses to her 
concerns from the audience. 

The focus away from the cmtrover- 
sies has to do with the League of Women 
Voters' approval of siting a dump. The 
League of Women Voter's of Ohio sent a 
resolution to Gov. Voinovich and the 
General Assembly on May 13, 1993 to 
show their support for the development 
of a low-level radioactive waste facility. 

"The League believes that we can 
protect the environment and public 
health much better to be in the Compact 
and handling the low-level waste that 
way," said Marian Simmons, who mod- 
erated themeeting. Shealsosaid that the 
League hopes to fight the opposition 
trying to get Ohio out of the radioactive 
Compact. 

- Michelle Tedford , 
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’Project Pride’ has main goal of 
keepingthe city 

by MADY RANSDELL 
Special Writer 

Born i n  a brain storming session of ‘the 
Miamisburg City Beautification Commission in 
1995, Project Pride has grown int0.a community 
wide celebration, ready to observe ibs second 
anniversary on Saturday, April 27. 
. . Co-chairs Karl Zimmehan and Doug Hibberd 
are working for increased participation in the 

.. event this year. 
.. , .  . “Many goups- have called us and expressed an 

. ’ ’ interest in-joining‘in ’the effort to keep our city 
clean and- beautiful,” said Zimmerman. He has- 
tened to add,.“we can always use more. The more 
groups and individuals who participate, the more 
w.e’l1 achieve.”.. 

Assisting Zimmerman and Hibberd are the. 
other  members of the City Beautification.. 
Commission, the City of Miamisburg. and the 
Physical Improvement Task Force. 

The day’s events will include a parade at 9 a.m., 
clean-up.assignments all over the downtown area, 
booths and food in Library Park, an Arbor Day 
Tree Planting and . .  a May Pole dance. 

Once again, Cox’ Arboretum has joined the 
event by .donating 5,000 seedlings to be distrib- 
uted in the park to local residents at no charge. 
This year, a variety of trees will be available. 

Parade participants so far - (and there’s room 

clean, beautiful 
for more), include: Miamisburg High School foot- 
ball team, MHS marching band, Troop 103, Kicks 
Karate, Troop 402, Pack 402, Jacob’s Engineering. 
Run Snell’s group, Trinity Youth Group, Neff 
Energy Club, DARE team, Baum Opera House 
Association, Historical Society, EG&G 
Environmental Restoration, County Commissioner 
Don Lucas, Miss PreTeen Ohio, St. James Cub 
Scouts, Troop 26, Fire Truck, Rescue Squad, 
Miamisburg Mayor Dick Church, and Dave Wood, 
councilman. 

Booths in the park will include. Football 
Parents Club, Band Boosters, Troop 103, Kicks 
Karate, WellHead Protection, Troop & Pack 402. 
Baum Opera House, Jacob’s Engineering, Youth 
Center, DARE Team, Historical Society, City 
Recycling, Maypole, Urban Forestry, Rescue 
Squad, HMCP. 

Meanwhile, groups of people will be all over 
downtown in the clean-up effort. Confirmed teams 
to date include: MHS football group; Ron Snell’s 
group, Troop 103, Kicks Karate, Alcor, Well Head 
Protection, Residential Commiitee, Brad Fykes, 
Parks and Recreation; Jacob’s Engineering, Trinity 
Youth Group, Dave Collinsworth,.city staff, Neff 
Energy Club, EG&G Environmental Restoration, 
DARE team, St. James Cub Scouts, Troop 26, 
Miamisburg Fire Department, Indian Guide Tribe. 
There’ll be more information next week. 



Burg Gr.sundwater Protection Committee is at 
work 

The first meeting o f ’ t h e  
’ Miamisburg Groundwater  

Protection Committee was held 
in October 1995. Currently, the 
Committee consis ts  of City 
employees, Miamisburg area 
residents and the City’s wellhead 
protection advisor. 

At the City Council meeting 
on February 20th, a resolution 
was passed to formally establish 
and appoint members  to the 
Committee.  T h e  Commit tee  
members represent a cross sec- 
tion of the community that is 
interested in examinins issues, 
policies, and procedures that 
will safeguard the quality of the 
groundwater resources in  the 
Miamisburg area. 

Since the i n i t i a l  meeting, 
Committee members have been 
learning about groundwater as a 
natural resource. 

Videos and a guest speaker 
from the Ohio EPA have rein- 
forced the concept of how easily 
groundwater can become conta- 
minated. The major potential 
sources of groundwater contami- 
nation in Miamisburg’s wellfield 
protection area (see graphic) 
have also been identified. The 
protection area identifies the 
area within which groundwater 
will reach the wellfield in five 
years or less. 

Now, the Committee is focus- 
ing on reviewing, developing, 
and selecting strategies aimed at 
protecting Miamisburg’s 
groundwater supply, the Great 
Miami. Buried Valley Aquifer. 
Possible strategies include 
groundwater protection ordi- 
nances and zoning overlays, 
hazardoCs materials handling 
regulations,  househol’d haz- 
ardous waste collection, haz- 
ardous cargo routes, and others. 
The Committee is also investi- 
gating possible funding sources 
for the well field protection plan. 

An Education subcommittee 
has also been formed to discuss 
ideas for educating the public 
ahout groundwater contamina- 
tion and the wellfield protection 

oped so far include school pro- 
grams related to groundwater s 
education (in conjunction with 
the local ExperiCenter), utility . 
bill inserts, and the development 
of a video to be shown on the 
Miami Valley Cable network. In 
addition, the subcommittee is 
tentatively planning to have 
groundwater education booths at 
upcoming Miamisburg events . 

. such as Earth Day and Spring 

The Committee meets every 
other Wednesday evening at the 
community meeting room in the 
Civic Center. 

If you are interested in leam- 

ing more about Miamisburg’s 
wellfield protection program or 
in attending a committee meet- 
ing, please contact Claude Berry 
(847-6636) or Heather Saxe 

program. Possible ideas devel- (228-4285). . 

- 

. -Fling-- - - - - - ,. . -.- . - . - . _ _  - . - -. ~ - .  . . . . .~.. - . 



. . . . . . . . . . . . 

South suburban students will 
have more vocational educa- 
tion choices than ever before 
when a satell i te office of the 
Miami Valley Career Technol- 
ogy Center  opens this fall  a t  
t h e  Mound Plan t  in  Miamis- 
burg. 

S tudents  from Centerville, 
Kettering and Oakwood will be 
a b l e  to  take vocational tech 

rep classes a t  the Mound for a 
q u i t i o n  fee,  s i n c e  those  dis- 

tricts a r e  not members of the 
center. 

In  exchange, students from 
the center’s member districts 
-Miamisburg, West Carrollton, 
Carlisle and Valley View - will 
be a b l e  to take  voca t iona l  
classes a t  Centerville, Ketter- 
ing and Oakwood high schools 
for a tuition fee. 

T h e  a m o u n t  e a c h  s t u d e n t  
will  pay  for  tu i t ion  h a s  n o t  
been determined. 

“We think this is a great way 
to open up a lot of choices for a 
lot  of kids,” said Centervil le 
Schools Superintendent Frank 
DePalma. 

The move would essentially 
combine t h e  two Vocational 
Education Planning Districts, 
he  said. 

Centervi l le  a l r e a d y  o f f e r s  
. _ _  environmental science, i ndus- 

t r i a1 engine e r ing t e c h n o  1 og y 

a n d  internat ional  business.  
Kettering offers automotive 
technology and graphic design, 
DePalma said. 

Even though the  Oakwood 
School District is a small play- 
er in terms of vocational pro- 
grams, Oakwood Superinten- 
d e n t  Dr. Tim Ilg said h e  is  
excited about the program. 

“We are along for the ride,” 
Ilg said. “I think any time we 
increase options for children 
to prepare for life - it is great.” 

T h e  new Mound s i t e  will 
offer computer support  tech 
prep, engineering electronics 
tech  prep  and al l ied hea l th  
tech prep classes. After gradu- 
ation, students are required to 
obtain an associate’s degree in 
their field from Sinclair Com- 
munity College before entering 
the work force. 

The Mound site was chosen 
as a good alternative to the lit- 
t le-used Hoke Road facility. 
Many s tudents  now take bus 
r i d e s  las t ing  45 minutes  or  
longer to get to the vocational 
facility. 

FUNDING for the new cen- 
t e r ,  which will eventually 
serve more than 300 students, 
comes from several  sources, 
DePalma said. . 

The career center will put up 
$500,000, the-MCund wi l l  give- 

$200,000, S inc la i r  will give 
$100,000 and another $200,000 
will come from a state grant. 
State  Sen. Charles Horn (R- 
Kettering) is  also helping to 
gather more state assistance, 
DePalma said. 

Some of that money will b e  
used for renovations and modi- 
fications to the  Mound build- 
ing. That improvement project 
i s  expec ted  to  cost  about  
$120,000, according to  Mike 
Grauwellman, president of the 
Miamisburg Mound Community 
Improvements Committee. 

The  building in which t h e  
center will b e  located a t  the 
Mound is on the edge of the  
facility, Grauwellman said. He 
added  tha t  t h e  bui lding is 
approximately 10 years old and 
was used as a storage area for 
shipments  of mater ia ls .  N o  
radio act ive mat e r i a 1s were  
ever housed in the building, he 
said. 

Grauwellman said the center 
will occupy 15,000 square feet 
in the 40,000-square-feet facili- 
ty. 

Next year ,  the  c e n t e r  i s  
expected to add  bui lding 
trades to the vocational pro- 
gram, along with the computer 
courses. In the 1998-99 school 
year ,  t h e  c e n t e r  will  add  machine trades. _ _  _ _  
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Wellfields. 
strategy 
forming 
Miamisburg plans . 

policies, education 
By Lisa Kasperski 
FOR THE DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

Contrary to what many Miamis- 
burg residents believe, drinking 
water for the city on the banks of 
the Great Miami River comes not 
from the river, but f rom a ground 
water supply known as the Great 
Miami Buried Valley Aquifer. . : 

The potential for contamination 
of the ground water supply exists, 
which is why the Miamisburg 
Groundwater Protection Com- 
mittee was formed last fall. The. 
c o m m i t t e e ,  m a d e  u p .  o f .  
Miamisburg-area residents, rep- 
resentatives of Mound, and city 
employees, is headed by Heather 
Saxe, a hydrogeologist with the 
Dayton office of the consulting 
firm CH2M Hill. 

CH2M Hill’s association with 
Miamisburg dates t.0 May 1990 
when the city hired CH2M to 
investigate traces of volatile 
organic compounds found in 
samples taken from :the city’s 
protection wells .in Septembef 
1989. 

The company conducted a well- 
field protection plan study, which 
included the installation of moni- 
toring wells near the wellfield for . 
waste sampling purposes. . ’ 

In a joint venture between West 
Carrollton and Miamisburg in . 
1992, Saxe prepared a wellfield 
protection plan that was submit- * 

ted to the Ohio EPA and received, . 
. the  agency’s ..endorsement in+.. 

December 1994. * .  

The call for.volunteers to serve - 
on the Miamisburg Wellhead Pro- @ tection Committee went out in 
August 1995. The committee met 
for the first time in October. 

“The committee is at this point 
starting the transition from the 
education and information phases 
to a more strategic phase where . i 

e. 

. .  

’ 

we are developing strategies and ~ 

putting into place policies and.- 
procedures which will protect the : 
wellfield,” Assistant City Manager : 
Dave Collingsworth said. 

Possible strategies for ground-. 
water protection include ground- 
water protection ordinances, zon- 
ing overlays, hazardous materials 
handling regulations, household 
hazardous waste collection, and 
hazardous cargo routes, as well as 
possible funding for the welllield 
protection plan, Saxe said. “A big 
part of water protection involves 
public information and educa- 
t.ion.” 
For that reason a subc.ommittee 

on education has been formed to. - 
educate the public about ground-. . 
water contamination, as well -as’ 
wellfield protection. Ideas being 
considered are school programs 
on groundwater education, utility 
bill inserts, and the development 
of a video to be shown on the 
Miami Valley Cable Network. 

While wellhead protection plans 
are not currently mandated, Saxe 
said the National Safe Drinking 
Water Act amendments of 1986 
stated that  individual states 
would iniplement such. plans.. 
Most suppliers are starting to for- 
mulate plans, she said. 

Miamisburg Water and Waste 
Superintendent Claude Berry 
said, “All of us involved with well- 
head plan have a great interest in 
maintaining the quality of our 
water supply. ,I’ve been very sur- 
prised with the progress the com- 
mittee has been making. Everyone, 
has had somethihg to offer at  each 
meetings.” 

The committee -meets at 5 3 0  
p.m. every other Wednesdayin the 
Community Room at the Civic 
Center. The next meeting will be 
April 17. Meetings are open to the 
public. . 9 

Contributors to ground water 
contamination: 
H Dead batteries 
H Paint 
H Household products: Aero- 
sol cans, pesticides, herbi- 
cides and fertilizers 
H Old motor oil 

the trash, pour onto the 
ground, or down the drain. 
Miamisburg trash collection 

. will accept motor oil in a 
labeled, oil-tight container. 

Never place these items in 
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Firms vie for Mound - pact 
EG&G to end 
job on Sept. 30 
By Timothy R. Gaffney 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

Like presidential candidates, 
companies are setting up local 
c a m p a i g n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  in 
Miamisburg in hopes of winning 
the next Department of Energy 
contract to run the Mound plant. 

EG&G Inc., whose EG&G 
Mound Applied Technologies 
o p e r a t e s  t h e  p l a n t  now, 
announced in 1994 it was quitting 
the DOE site-operation business 
and would not try to renew its 
contract when it expires Sept. 30. 

That leaves the field open, and 
at  least two contenders have 

opened offices in Miamisburg 
with the stated goal of competing 
for the next contract. 

OHM Remediation Services 
Corp., a Findlay-based company 
that specializes in environmental 
cleanup projects, opened an office 
in November. Jacobs Engineering 
Group Inc., headquartered in 
Pasadena, Calif.,.set up shop at 
the end of March. 

In ali, 19 companies submitted 
responses to a draft request for 
contract proposals, Ken Morgan, 
spokesman for DOE’S Ohio Field 
Office at Mound, said Wednesday. 

But Mound has changed radi- 
cally since 1988, when EG&G 
replaced Monsanto Research 
Corp. With a five-year contract 
that was extended for another 
three years in 1993. 

Its primary mission, manufac- 
t u r i n g  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  

components, has been consoli- 
dated at other sites. Now its main 
activities are environmental 
cleanup and defense conversion 
-finding commercial business for 
its high-tech facilities. 

Its work force has also changed. 
Employment peaked at 2,400 in 
1995. EG&G Mound spokesman 
Mark Becker said it‘s now just 
under 1,200. 

DOE still hasn’t decided just 
what the new contract will cover, 
Morgan said. EG&G does almost 
all of the DOE work at Mound, but 
the new contract will “not neces- 
sarily’’ be so all-encompassing, 
Morgan said. 

“It is probably going to be clif- 
ferent from the contract EG&G 
has,” he said, adding he expects it 
to include cleanup work and 
helping local business develop- 
ment efforts. 



ATTENTION!! CONCERNED CITIZENS 
YOU'RE INVITED MOUND 

by the U.S. Department of Energy 

Miamisburg Civic Center, Community Room 
10 N. First Street 
Miamisburg, OH 

Interested citizens are encouraged 
to attend md participate. Questions 
can be referred to: Jolene Walker, 
EGSrG Community Relations, (513) . 
865-4140. . , .  

. .  . 

a 

The f i f t h  grade a t .Mound  
Elementnr-y School will be one ' .~ members who'll . ... be ... selling;band : 

of the 21 gro!ips who have volt] . coupon books; the Varsi'iy , 

unteered to participatc, in '  the.  Footbail team whose members '-, 
clean-up ncrivities planned for. . . will - be [aking orders . . . -.. for stadium 
the second annual Project Pride blankets a d  for 100 years of : '  

on Saturday, April 27.. football. memorabilia. The : 
"They'll participate in the EG&G:.'- ' . Errvironmental : 

parade and th.e clean-up activi- Restoration'&oup will be giving j 
ties ;is wzll,~' iccording to Carol away packets of flower seeds; ' 

Ziniinlwwm who is assisting her . T h e  .' Miamisburg City 
husband. project chair  Karl Beautification Commission will 
Ziniincrman, in the event. Doug. have 5,000 seedlings, compli- i 
Hibberd is cochair, of Project ' ments.of Cox Arboretum, to.: 
Pride. give away free. The dance : 

Look for: Miamisburg Band 

... . . - . . .. . . - . 
.Additional groups who wish 

there 's  ' stiil time. Call 
Zimmerman at S66-8655 or  
Hibberd at 866-8288. 

The day includes a parade, 
clean-up activities, booths offer- 
ing.fiee items and items for sale, 
good things to eat. .inforin:ition . 
on recycling and much more. 

.. - to participate are advised that. .  ~ 

- .  

April 17.1996 

Miamisburg New 
Miamisburg, OH 
(W = 7,000) 

Committee;. Brad Fyke. 
Miamisburg Parks and recrt 
a.t i o n ; Jacob ' s En g i nee r i n g ' 
Trinity Youth group;.  Dav 
Coilinsworth, Gity staff; Nei 
Energy Club; EG&( 
Environmental Restoration; Th 
Miamisburg Historical Societj 
DARE Team: St. Jacob's Cu 
Scouts; Troop 26; Miamisbur 
Fire Department; Indiana Guid 
Tribe and . ,  Minerva. Lodg 

Parade participants- should b. 
a t  the Memorial B.uilding o 
Sixth Street no later than 8:3i 
a.m. Buddy and Connie Klin 
will be lining up the parade. Th 
parade will move out at 9 a.r! 
and the route will be: north o! 
Sixth Street, west on Central 
south on Main, east on Linden 
north on Fifth Street to end a 
Library Park. 

Miami.sburq Mayor Dicl 
.Church, Jr., dressed in white anc 
,,riding in a white city truck, wili 
t lead the parade. 
; ' Clean-up crews should be ai 
.; LibrAry.Pkk no later than 9: 15 

.' Masons. 

-. 

- 
group, Denim and Lace, wi l l  ' li a.m., unless participants are alsc 
p?jtici-pate-  in^ t h e  May Pole . '?.in .~ the  parade. Safety instruc- 
dance and will also pravide . :,.tions, trash bags and gloves will 
additional entertainment. ' . bedistnbuted. 

Other groups participating in . %Booth participants may set UP 
'tl;& dean-up include: MHS foot- I booths. before or during the 
ball Team; Ron'Snel l ' s  f i f t h  : . parade. Those in the-parade who 
graders from Mark Twain; : need help in setting up a booth 
Troop 103; Kicks Karate; Alcor;..; !.'.should ask for  Carol 
Wellhead Protection; Residelltial i ..Zimmeman or Joanne Brewer. 

__._. . -. -. . . -. . 

____ - .- 
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Wednesday, April 17, 1996 The TimeslCenterville-Bellbrook Edition 

. .  ._.. . . . . . . . .  

x_ ATTENTION!! CONCERNED CITIZEN§ 
YOU'RE INVITED 

by the U.S. Department of Energy fm3 
I ' Miamisburg Civic Center, Community Room 

10 N. First Street 
Miamisburg, OH 

Interested cltizens are encouraged 
to a t tend and participate. Questions 
can  b e  referred to: Jolene Walker. 
EG&G Communlty Relations. (513) 
865-4 140. . 

, z::. to the . . 

-? .,:. . . .~ ._\ . ~::.. , Mound Action Committee. . ... 
,x%.::.:..- :.-. ~ .. . MAC 

~;. ... . :; 
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Miamisburg 
continues 

By LAlMA RASTlKlS . 

Forecast Writer 

n the 1800s, Miamisburg 
flourished as a center for I commerce and industry. 

In just the past two years, 
..It still does. 

the community has added 
dozens of new industrial, 
retail and service companies 
and 1,600 new jobs. 

“There +e 600 new jobs 
created in the city during 
1995,” said Miamisburg 
Development Director Keith 
Johnson. ‘.We had a number 
of new companies come to 
town and many new. . 

retailers setting up shop 
here.” 

Some of those companies 
include Dick’s Clothing and 
Sporting Coods,.SuperPetz, 
AutoZok an’d-S&K, 
Menswear. 

Development also 
continues in the Maue- 
Lyons Road area with new 
buildings by Day-Tech, a 
tool and die company, and 
Corporex Development 
Services Inc., which will 
house a division of Lexis- 
Nexis. 

Sycamore Hospital 
opened on its campus the 
Sycamore Glen Manor Care 
assisted-living facility. - - - ~ -. 

A new, full-service Kroger 
store will openin a 66,060- 
square-foot building off 
HcincIleRoad. . . 

’ 

Defense conversion at the 
Mound Advanced 
Technology Center has lead 
to 19 new bcsinesses and 
300 new private sector jobs: 

.Miamisburg’s residential 
growth leads the region for 
communities of its size,. 
according to Johnson. 

’ I  

Miamisburg 
4 Location: In Montgomery County 
4 Population: 18,000 
4 Zip codes: 45342,45343 
4 Office: 866-3303 
4 Named focThe Miami Indian tribe + Founded: 1798 
+ Incorporated: 191 8 





THE MOUND INTEGRATED 
COMPREHENSlVEPLAN(1CP) 

The U.S. Department of Energy has developed a dralt ICP in support of its vision to complete the Mound Plant 
mission by the year 2005. The ICP includes all of the many activities required to shut down Mound operations, 

1 clean up the site, and transfer site ownership from the Department of Energy to the .Miamisburg Mound 
1 Community Improvement Corporation (MMCIC), for the purposes of maximizing commeraal development of 
i ?he site and minimizina economic impact to the local community. 

I The ICP details approximately 18.000 specificactivtities needed fordisposition of the Mound Site and includes i these functional arezs: 
; .  Remnfiguration Waste Management 

Safe Shutdown of Operations . .  Facility Reuse i -  
! *  Environmenial Restoration Maintenance and Facilities 

i T?is document is zvaiiable for public review beginning May 7,1996, through May 31-, 1996. Acopy of the ICP 
I will be placed in the CERCLA Public Reading Room, Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 E. Central Avenue, ' Miamisburg, Ohio, and tire Freedom of Information Public Reading Room located in the OS€ Building at the 1 Mound Plant in Miamisburg. Public comments should be sent to: U.S. Department of Energy, c/o Jane 1 Greenwatt. P.O. Box 66, Miamisburg, OH 45343-3000. 

j 

.. .. .- 



It’s an information meeting to kick off the 
Mound comprehensive reuse planning process. . 
And you’re invited to participate 

Join fellow community residents to learn about the 
goals, process and time table for the reuse plan - a 
plan that will guide the future redevelopment 
of Mound. 

7 : O O  p.m. Wednesday, May 15 
Miamisburg Civic Center - Council Chambers 

The meeting is sponsored by the Mound Reuse 
Commitee, 12 people representing various community 
interests and helping to guide future land uses and 
environmental standards at Mound. 



Miami-Erie Canal Cleanup Operations Summer 1996 
ortunities to learn about 

Plant's upcoming 
p operations are 

abundant in the Miamisburg community. 
Citizens were recently invited to attend a 
Community Open House held a t  
Miamisburg High School to discuss the 
summer '96 canal cleanup plans. 
Informational pamphlets, letters and fly- 
ers are continually circulating within the 
community. In its ongoing attempt to 
keep the public informed, Mound also 
maintains the 
Mound CERCLA 
Public Reading 
Room located 
within the 
Senior Adult 
Center, 305 East 
Central Avenue. 

ocation provides current information a here concerned citizens can learn about 
the Mound Plant Environmental 
Restoration program and can get involved 
in the decision-making processes. 

With such a wealth of information 
available, there's still a lot to be said 
about how the cleanup operations will 
immediately impact the community. 
Local residents and City officials have 
been involved in determining the contain- 
ment cleanup levels, and in reviewing the 
focus of this important project. The fol- 
lowing list provides the immediate 
impacts that area residents can expect: 

ImDacts 
The Canal area between Benner Road 

and the Community Waterpark parking 
lot will temporarily become a construc- 
tion zone. Cleanup activities in the South 
Canal (near Benner Road) are scheduled 
to begin this summer. 

Residents and business owners along 
Old 25 across from the Canal will notice 
construction equipment and activity 
across the road. 

Since some construction activity will 
disrupt the normal use of Community 
Park and Pool areas during the 1997 pool 
season, DOE has provided partial fund- 
ing for Miamisburg's new park and fami- 
ly aquatic center to be built a t  the comer 
oTHeinckc and Mauc roads in 

Miamisburg. 
After completion of Mound's cleanup 

activities in the Canal; the neighborhood 
and pool area will be returned to a com- 
munity park. 

.'Just the Facts 

'with an'abundance.of information about 
'the Canal Cleanup, but may not know 
tlie.exact'occurren.ce that started the 
problem 27 years ago. In 1969, an under- 

ground waste line 
at  the Mound. 
Facility. ruptured 
.and released-plu- 
tonium-238, a . ' 

radioactive materi- 
al, to the sur- 
rounding soils. 
During cleanup of 

chis spill, a severe &nstoimwashed 
away some of the. contaminated soil. 
Fine-grained clay particles, contaminated 
-with plutonium, were carried away 
through the -natural drainage courses off, 
plant site to the remnants of the Miami- 
Erie Canal adjacent :to Miamisburg's 
Community Park and the Mound Facility; 
and then into the Great Miami -River. 

Residents have certainly been provided 

Whv cleanur, the canal now? 
According to Art Meinrath, DOEs 

Program Manager for the Canal, DOEs 
decision is based on three factors: 

DOE'S respomibility for the contamina- 
tion in the Canal; 

DOEs efforts at reducing the costs 
associated with the oversight of the 
Canal and the mandated studies under 
the CERCLA program; and 

of Mound in a condition like it was found 
when DOE came to Miamisburg in the 
1940's. 

Summer '96 UDdate 
The Mound Cleanup Team will set up 

a staging area on the Mound site. The 
staging area will serve as a holding area 
for construction equipment and will be 
the trailer site Cor Mound clean-up per- 
sonnel. The trailer will serve as opera- 
tions headquarters with a mobile lab sit- 
uated at the site for soil sample testing. 

DOEs responsibility to leave the legacy 

On-site sampling results of soil will great- 
ly speed the clean-up activity. Every 
effort will be made to keep the natural 
look of the hill and the canal, closest to 
Old 25. Vegetation and some trees will be 
removed for easier access for the cleanup 
team. 

Perimeter fencing, of the chain-link 
variety, will establish boundaries around 
the construction area to clearly identify 
the cleanup site. Residents will notice 

Old 25 
clearing and grubbing operations with 
the removal of trees and vegetation along 
the south part of the Canal, just south of 
the train trestle along Old 25, and north 
to the access road. The access road is visi- 
ble' from Old 25. Cleanup operations will 
not go past the access road until October 
1, 1996. 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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Set mower blades high to cut grass 1-3 
inches long. Helps shade roots, requires 
less watering, and allows deeper root 
system to become deeper and more 

onsult‘ landscaping books or local 
irseries to help you choose plants with 

a low water demand. 
Add three-inch mulch layer around 

plants to hold water and reduce evapo- 
ration. 
0 .  Check soil moisture on plants prior to 
watering. Cool, sticky, wet or moist soil 

within budget.are all part of Bob’s overall 
responsibilities. 

Keith McMahan, another Miamisburg 
resident; is the lead field engineer for the 
cleanup. With over 22 years’ field experi- 
ence in health physics and sampling, 
Keith’s job. will com- 

Reminder to Residents 
The maximum size container 

allowed by City Ordinance is 32/33 gal- 
lon size can or bag. This ordinance, in 
effect for more than 20 years, will be 
enforced. All refuse personnel have been 
instructed to tag containers found to be 
in violation of the size restriction. The 
City will allow reasonable time for ille- 
gal size containers to be replaced.*:* 

~~ 

... . 

requires no watering, <x..2! . ... . 
Dry, powdery soil should be watered. 

Soak soil well when watering to 
encourage plants to grow deep roots that 
tolera.te dry spells. Hot weather water- 
ing should be done mornings or late 
evenings. 

Water newly planted or seeded plants 
inore freauentlv. 
Inside 
*Don’t use toilets as trash cans! One 
flush can use seven gallons of water. 
*Place a toilet “dam” in your toilet tank 
to preserve water used. A plastic bottle 
filled with water or sand works well. 
*Take brief showers as less water is 
used than a bath. 
*Fully load automatic dishwashers 
before using. 
*Don’t let the faucets run when working 
at the kitchen or while brushing your 
teeth. 
*Keep containers of water in the refrig- 
erator instead of allowing water to  run 
to get cold. 

Wash only full laundry loads.*:* 

Miami-Erie Canal cleanup summer 1996 ... 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Clean-ur, Team ‘s Familiar Faces 
The plans are in place, the perimeters 

ready to be set, and the public has been 
informed. Now all i t  will take are the 

h t  people to form the team to assure a 
cessful cleanup project. The Canal 

am members are key players ready to 
move onto the scene this summer. 
’ Familiar faces of Miamisburg residents 

will be seen on the Mound Canal Team. 
With Bob Stanley’s 14 years experience at 
Mound in facilities engineering, environ- 
mental restoration, and construction 
management, he serves as project manag- 
er and spokesman for the project. Bob 
and his wife and family live in 

M. Roberts, B. Stanlex 
KMcMahan,M..Daubenmire 

Miamisburg on Fifth Street. Bob says, he 
lives “about half way between the Mound 
Plant and the Canal.” Bob will oversee 
and coordinate all aspects of the project. 

suring that the technical objectives of 
e cleanup are met on schedule and 

Urban Forestry Board 
to Preserve Natural 

mended commit 

Citizen Urban Forestry Board, call the 
Parks and Recreation office a t  
866-4532.0 

G t y  flews 

Michael Roberts who serves as one of 
the heavy equipment operators for the 
cleanup is part of Mark’s team. Mike 
lives in West Carrollton and brings 23 
years of experience to the team. Some of 
the equipment he operates includes a six- 

wheel. allrwheel . *.. 

’ Mike’s expertise is 
evident in his handling of specialized 
pieces of equipment designed for maneu- 
verability in tight and soft areas where 
other, more conventional earth-moving 
equipment wouldn’t work. His earthmov- 
ing.equipment will be specially fitted 
with a lid to completely enclose the exca- 
vated soil, so that no wind or rain get to 
the soil as it’s dug and hauled from the 
canal to Mound property, and to keep 
dust from being blown from the excavat- 
ed material. 

Community Focuses on Future 

the city and citizens, the Canal Removal 
Action will produce a cooperative team 
effort as large as any in recent years. The 
planning, cooperation, and teamwork of 
the Canal Team help to assure the suc- 
cess of this restorative project for the 
community. 

tact Joleoe Walker, Mound Community 
Relations, (513) 865-4140.0 

Through ongoing communications with 

For questions about this project, con- 
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Ofiite Shipment E+ad 
Mound Phnt Disposal 
Options 
At the Department of Energy's (DOE) 
Mound Plant, initiatives to reduce inven- 
tories of low-level radioactive waste and 
disposal costs are producing dramatic 
results. The key to the plant's m e  man- 
agement accomplishmen-ow estimat- 
ed to approach $188 million in cost sav- 
ings over the next 10 ycars--is a partner- 
ship between DOE and a private compa- 
ny. The plant has started shipping its low- 
level waste to Envirocare of Utah, Inc. 

Before the plant could begin offsite ship- 
ment, it had to obtain an exemption 
from a DOE order that requires that 
Departmental low-level wastes be dis- 
posed of at its facilities. Because of the 
cost savings associated with ofiite ship- 
ments, the plant was granted an exemp- 
tion in April 1995. The first shipment 
left the facility on July 24, 1995, just 
twelve weeks afier the approval date. 

O%ite shipping is saving the plant money 
in multiple ways. Removing 26,000 cubic 
yards of soil from the Miami-Erie Card 
and shipping it to Envirocare will cost 
approximatdy $10 million, $14 million 
less than shipping the soil to a DOE facili- 
ty. ff the waste is shipped conventionally, 

the site will pay $100 to reuse and return 
each metal shipping container, $400 less 
than the cost of purchasing a new box. 
Wastes that can be shipped by Supersack, 
a newlydeveloped polypropylendpolyet- 
ylene bag suitable for holding soil, rocks, 
and other low-level radioactive wastes, will 
be even more cost-kff&vely-Gp&ied.' - 
The five-pound bag, which can hold up to 
45 cubic feet or 4,000 pounds of material, 
costs a little less than $30 a bag. In addi- 
tion, the bag is disposable, thus incurring 
no r e m  costs. 

The plant began using the bags for ship; 
menu in February 1996 and plans to 

expand the bags' use to other programs 
at the site. 

Finally, by using Envirocare, the plant is 
able to ship additional waste streams 
such as alpha and beta wastewater 
sludge. Since the beginning of fiscal year 
1996, the plant has sent 56 shipments, 
each of which indudes 62 drums of beta 
sludge, and 2 1 shipments, each of which 
holds eight boxes of alpha sludge, to the 
.disposal facility. 

For more information contact 
Rob Rothrnan at 513-865-3823. 0 
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Moun$:-$rafi- available tor revrew - -- 
The U.S. Departmea of Energy 

has developed a draft ICP i i i  

support of its vision to complete 
the Moiind Plant mission hv the 
year 2005. The ICP includes till 
of the many activities required to 
shut down Mound operations, 
clean icp the site, and transfer 
site onnership from the 
Depurlrnent of Energy to the 
Miamisburg Moiind Community 
Improvemenr Corporation 
(MMCIC), for  the purposes of 
mcrrimizing commercial devel- 
opment of the site and minimi;- 
ins economic impact to the local 
community. 

With much of the focus at 
Mound on the environmental 
restoration of the site, the pur- 
pose of the ICP is to ensure that 
all of the efforts required to safe- 
ly shut down operations, dispose 
of unwanted future cleanup 
requirements are integrated into 
one plan. 

The Draft ICP will be available 
for public review from May 7- 
31. A copy will be made avail- 
able i n  the CERCLA Public 
Reading Room, Miamisburg 
Senior Adult Center, 305 Central 
Ave., Miamisburg, Ohio 45342. 
Public comment will be accept- 

ed through May 31 by mailing 
coniments to: 
U.S. Department of Energy, c/o 

Jane Greenwalt, P.O. Box 66, 
Miamisburg, Ohio 453434066. 

The plan ensures that no activi- 
ties are missed, that the same 
activity is not duplicated, that 
events at the site occur logically, 
and that no time or money is 
wasted. 

Through this integration of 
work plans, schedule conflicts 
are minimized and every oppor- 
tunity is taken to complete the 
work more efficiently. These 
scheduled improvements are 
important in meeting the U.S. 
Department of Energy's vision. 
The ICP details about 18,000 

specific activities needed for the 
disposition of the Mound site. 

These include activities in the 
following functionaf areas: 

Reconfiguration - This 
includes the shipping of 
weapons equipment, products, 
and raw materials to other U.S. 
Department of Energy sites. 

Safe Shutdown of Operations - 
This includes the disposition of 
surplus products, raw materials, 
chemicals and equipment not 
msitioned to the MMCIC. Safe 
shutdown .also includes a 
detailed assessment of any 
remaining radioactive, energetic 
or hazardous contamination that 
must be cleaned up. 

Environmental Restoration - 
The activities involved with 
both the decontamination and 
decommissioning (D&D) of 

facilities and the evaluation. 
remediation and vcrificarion of 
Potential Release Siies (PRS'. I 

under the CERCLA program. 
Waste Mannpeinent - 1nclutit.k 

the collection. storage and diz- 
posal activities for all hazardow. 
radioactive, mixed 3nd solid 
waste. 

Facility Reuse - Includes the 
activities as soc i at ed with ma k- 
ing facilities and equipment 
available to the MMCIC to sup- 
port MMCIC's commercial 
development at Mound. The ICP 
also will be integrated. as appro- 
pria te, w i t h the M i aim i s b u rg 
Mound Comprehensive Reusc 
Plan. 

Maintenance and Utilities - A 
basic level of u t i l i t y  service 
(stream, water, etc.) involving 
periodic monitoring and ttscen- 
tial activities 10 maintain build- 
ings in a caretaker s t a 6  which 
does not pose a safety risk to 
Mound employees, contractors 
or the general public. 

The ICP details the funding and 
resource requirements by year. 
providing a clear picture to the 
U.S. Department of Enerzy and 
its stakeholders concernir;s 
annual budget requiremenr5. 
This detailed plan will allow 
Mound to compete more suc- 
cessfully for the limited funds 
allocated to the U.S. Department 
of Energy by the U.S. Congress. 
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Blood 
test 
offered 
To past, present 
Mound workers 
By Dale Dempsey 
DAMON DAILY NEWS 

Current and former employees 
of the Department of Energy's 
Mound facility in Miamisburg 
are'being notified by letter of a I 

new blood test that can provide 
early warning of chronic beryl- 
lium disease, a non-fatal illness 
that can scar the lungs and 
reduce lung capacity. 

The Mound Plant, which until 
1993 made parts for nuclear ' 

weapons for the DOE, used beryl- 
lium in its manufacturing pro- 
cess. Beryllium is a silver-white 
metal that is harder than steel 
and lighter than aluminum. It is 
also a neutron reflector, which 
was necessary for some nuclear 
components. Beryllium is classi- 
fied as a carcinogen. 

, The Mound Plant stopped full- 
time use of beryllium in its 
machine shop in 1975. It was used 
sporadically until 1985 and not at 
all since then, according to 
Randy Wood, industrial hygiene 
coordinator for EG&G Mound 
Applied Technologies, which 
operates the plant. 

Employment at the Mound 
reached a high of 2,400 in 1995 

Samples taken in the ventila- 
tion shafts of the former machine 
shop show results within the 
acceptable limits of two micro- 
grams of beryllium per square 
foot, Wood said. 

either the presence of chronic' 
beryllium disease or its poten- 
tial, is the best method of early 
detection. Early treatment can 
reduce the inflammation of the 
lungs. 

- and now stands at 1,200. 

The blood test, which indicates 

In addition to informing its 
employees, the plant is offering 
free testing. 

A high-risk group of 150 was 
notified in January, and the 
plant received 56 responses. The 
test results are back for 41 of 
those, with 40 readings of nor- 
mal. The one employee who 
tested abnormal came in contact 
with beryllium at another DOE 
site, according to Wood. 

The plant has notifed 4,200 
employees in all, after receiving 
records from Monsanto Corp., 
which operated the plant until * 

1988. 
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dation," says Greg Penny, a PennDOT crane had a cable on the last remaining 
'spokesman. floor beam and the b o b  connecung it 
The accident occurred as workers to a ternporaiy support girder runnln 

for the Joseph B. Fay Co., Piluburgh, down the middle of the bridge had 
been cut. 

of tbe State h u m  581 srruccure. Th "Apparently the Boor beam shifted, 
were disassembling thc wearbound lane 

- 

Collapse being investigated 

vice president. 
e 9 5  ear-old brid e was desi 

by ModjeL &Masters kc., HartiS UT. 
and built by a firm no lon et in busl- 

lion reconstruction of SR 581 a w d c d  

rd FaH? 
nesm. The bridge i s   par^ o d a $l&mil- 

., I * 

ansylvania mansportation offidah 
ai-e invcst$ating why one end of a 

most of the floor beams. Laborer Der- 
ick Santos was finishing installadon of 

50-tOn facia irder buckled and fell lift hooks in the irder, which was 13.0 during a bri C F  ge reconstruction pro) I ft long and 9 ft d eep, says Penny. The 

EC&G Mound A plied Technologies 

'expires Sept SO and it does not plan 
since 1988. The K m's currenr conhact 

The far end buckled and leaned into 
the inside of the bridge and slipped 
off iu bearings,"says W. Andrew Blmer, 
PennDOT assisldnt district engineer 
for construction. T h e  whole incident 
took 30 seconds to one minute." 

The Hankburg office of the US, Oc- 
cupaaonal Safety and Health Admiais- 
tration is also invesugadn , Because 

Scumof, was driving a vehicle owned 
the motorist, 26-year-ol f Rebecca 

"This is the Brst DOE kon*mct we've I seen that uuly looks like a cleanup con- 

he US. Dept. of Energy and some t of the industry's largest firms are 
now mrnin their attention to cleanup 
and redeve P opment of one of the Iess- 
er known members of the nuclear 
weapons conipIex. The contract to take 
over the Mound site near DayLon, 
Ohio, a former weapons component 
manufacturin site, isn't yet on the 

in for a role in what may be at least a $Wo- miltion jab. 
DOE expects to issue a formal re- 

quesrfor proposals by rnid-M;i to man- 

13 ENR/Aarll2Q. 1g.W 

,, , - . meet, but bid d ers are already jockey- 

age cleanup and transition o f y  the 306. 
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&it," sap Robert Blackwell, vice pres- 
ident o€co?tkictor OHM Co - 

Prospechve bidders woul?iot offi- 
cially confirm teams, but at least five 
are taking shape, say indusay sour~es. 
OHM is teamed with Science A hca- 

dhl SeficcS and BDM &p. &O vying 
is a team led by ICF Kaiser Engnects 
Corp. that includes Westinghouse 
Corp., Teledyne-Brown and Foster 
Wheeler Environmental. Intemation- 
al Technology Gorp. & another oten- 
tial prime contractor, tcameB with 
Johnson Controls Inc., Duke Engi- 
neering & Services and Bactelle Mcm- 
orial Institute. 

Also seeking the 'ob is Jacobs En 

Hallibrrtton NUS Co .,%mn. Tenw 

Mason & Hanger hc., which now man- 
ages DOE'S Pantassite in Texas. Bab- 
cock & Wdcox is aIso reportedly con- 
sidering a bid, with Momson-Knudsen 
Gorp. as irs likely sub. Othera that may 
enter the fray se arately include Camp. 

tions International Co ., Rust F eme- 

neering Group Inc. i ti k subs inclufc 

based Nuclear h e 1  2l cmices Inc. ahd 

' Dresser & Mc & e Inc. and Newport 
News Shipbuilding. 

Environmental restoration will be a 
key activity at Mound, which produced 
cri tiurn-containing weapon compo- 
nentr. Contract responsibilities w i l l  in- 
clude shutting down an on-site tritium 
facility. Mound has been on the Sw 
perfund cleanu list since 1989. and 
is under a 199 B cleanup agreement 
between DOE, the state and &e US, En- 
vironmental Protection ency. 

Among o&er actions%e new con- 
tractoi wdl be mana 'ng the dredging 
of more than 700,00$ tu fr of plutonb 
um-contarninated sediments from d ~ e  
Miami-Erie Canal, resulting from a 
1969 spill, says Dba VincenG DOE'S as. 
sockice director of environmental man- 
agement at the site. And the agenc 
and regulators %re now making mu& 
decisions" on cleanup of more than 
400 potential ollution sites at Mound 
not now regdted, he adds. 

Sources expect politics tb enter intc 
the contractor selection rocess. Firmr 

team members and to hire formcr LOT 
DOE and EG&G execuuves &at have nu 
dear matenah handling and union re 
lations experience at the site. 

Lop3 officials remain upset wit1 
DOE'S plans to w n  Mound over to r i  

acrcs will be reused, says Michael Gnu 
welman, president of the Miamisburl 
Mound Community Improvemen 
Cog. He says DOE has not reco 
his gcoup'd redevelopment ro e an( 
has not wei htcd site reuse heavi! 

I 
& %&o K Rubin, with Mag Powen 

are jockeying to inclu 2 e Ohio-based 

vate firms. About half of its 1.4-mil P lor 

enou h 85 a % idding criterion. 

ENWAptil 20,1998 '13 
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What a difference ... 
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Judge raps DOE for 5-year paid e 

leave 
Woman drew salary 
while clearance reviewed 
BY BEN L. KAUFMAN 
The C i t i   enquire^ 

A federal judge Friday said he was “ap- 
palled” by a Department of Energy decisionto 
leave an Ohio woman on paid leave. for’five 
years while it reviewed her security clearance. 

Judge Lawrence P. Zatkoff d e d  it “unduly 
excessive, wholly unwarranted, 2nd completely 
unjustifiable, to say nothing of inconvenient for 
the employee.” 

The case involved Joan Lee Blankenshi;, 
who worked at DOE’s Piketon d u m  enrich- 
ment plant near Portsmouth. 

In 1983, Ms. Blankenship took medical leave 
for emotional problems, and Martin Marietta 
Energy Systems Inc., which manages the plant, 
barred her from the high security defense plant 
until DOE approved her return. 

A company doctor said she was ready to go 
back to work in early 1987, but she was put on 
paid leave until DOE decided whether to con- 
tinue her topsecurity status. 

In mid-1989, DOE suspended her security 
status. A DOE heating officer recommended 
reinstating her clearance 

nently revoked her securi- ‘She wanted 
ty status in mid-1992. work. She 

n e  next .day, she was 
fired and the money 

. “She wanted to work,” garb-ge.’ 
her attorney, Teresa Cun- - 8  

t Teresa 
Zbningham, 

ningham, said. “She would 
have picked up garbage.” Ms; Blankenship sued, lawyer 
accusiig Martin Marietta 
of violating Ohio’s ban on discrimination 
a$ainst the handicapped. She lost and appealed 
and lost again. 

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 6th 
-Circuit h Cincinnati said there was no discrimi- 
nation because she was treated like every 

in 1990, but DOE pem- 

would have 
stopped. picked up 

- 

other employee whose security clearance was 
questioned. 

Martin Marietta was cleared of wrongdoing, 
but Judge Zatkoff laid into DOE in the opinion 
he wrote for the unanimous court. 

“This case has revealed some alarming DOE 
practices ... The court trusts that Congress 
and/or the DOE will remedy this inexplicable 
waste of public funds.” 

Martin Marietta follawed DOE advice and 
adhered to its contract, Judge Zatkoff wrote, 
but, “U.S. taxpayers are ultimately footing the 
bill for the paychecks of the suspended employ- 
ees. 
“This court is appalled that the DOE has the 

audacity, as well as the unmitigated discretion, 
to indefinitely disburse paychecks, Le., public 
monies, without receiving any benefit in re- 
turn.” 

Ms. Cunningham said Ms. Blankenship, in 
her early 40s, received “quite a bit of money 
. . . about $150,000.” ’ 

No one from DOE’s Ohio field office could 
be reached Friday. 
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News briefs 
U.S. wiil import 
20 tons of nuclear waste 
WASHINQTON -The Energy Depart- 
ment said Monday it will import about 
20 tons of nuclear waste from research 
reactors in 41 countries to prevent the 
weapons-grade material fkom being 
used for bombs, 

d -  Business 
8 .  

' b A SRIEN-MONTH EFFORT to develop a 
, comprehensive reuse plan for the 

Mound Plant will be the subject of a 
. community briefing in Miamisburg on 
Wednesday. CommunitY reuse mups 
are pushing to get a comprehensive 
plan done quickly. 68 

MOUND PIANT 

Reuse 

urged 
Competition for the 

Mound Plant h s  iciisied 
Miamisburg's e i h i . ~ ,  
By Timothy. R. Ciraiitley 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

A sevenmonth effori 9 devdop a 
comprehensive rewe p i a  for the 
Mound Plant will be the subjed of a 
community briefing in Miamls burg 
on Wednesday. 
Work has been under way for sev- 

eral years to convert the nuclear 
weapons plant into a high-tech busfa 
ness park, and at least 2lcompanies - most of them tiny - have opened 
businesses there. But COmmUnitY 
reuse groups are pushing to get a 
comprehensive plan done quickly . 
because of several important devel- 
opments that will impact the 306-aqe 
site. 

Dann sird, planning manager for 
the Miamisburg MoundCommunity . 
Improvement Corp.. said the Energy 
Department has finished draRing its 
mal "exit plan." called an integrated 
.comprehensive plan. for phasinS out 
its activities at the former nuclear 
weapons plant. It plans to frnish 
cleanhg up radioactive and chemical 
contamation on the site by the year 
2005. 
More immediately, the agency's . 

.contract with site operator E W  . 
Mound hc. expires at the end.& Sep- 
.tember, and EG&G has anno~ced i$s 
decision not to renew the cantr&t.. 
Several other companies are gearing 
up to compete for it . 
"It's really an appropriate time for 

us to hustle and get the reuse plan 
done," Bird said. 

Sasaki,Associates Inc. of Watertam. 
Ma&., to draft the plan. Work started ' 
April 1 and should be finished in 
October, Bird said. 

Bird said MMCIC is coonibatin$ 
the planning effort W i t h  the Mound 
Reuse ,. Committee. . * ' a l lpeeon corn- 

MMCIC has hired C O I I S ~ ~ B I I ~ S  * 

,,_ - __ - - - .-. .- 

Normally, such a plan would take 
more than a year. '!We're committqd 
to getting it done within seven : 
months;" he said 

The plan will address developmeilt 
issues such as which buildings 1 
should be demolished, where new :. 
bui2djnngs should go, how access to I 
public roads should be designed and 
what kind of business mix to aim for. 

The.briefing is scheduled for 7 p m  
Wednesda 'at the Miamisburg Civk 
Center. 10 K . First St. 
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MOUND 
The next meeting 

of the 

is scheduled for: 
Mound Action cornmi ttee Thursday, 

May 16, 1986 
7:OO P.M. 

Miamisburg Civic Center 
Community Room 
10 N. First Street 
Miamisburg, Ohio 

Interested citizens are encouraged to attend and participate. Questions 
can be referred to Mound Community Relations. (513) 865-4140. 

.- 

MOUND PLANT 
POTENTIAL RELEASE 

MOUND 

. SITE PACKAGE. 
Aestcration Program Notice of Public Review Period ' . 

Questions can be referred to Mound's Community Relations at (513) 865-4140. . 

1 
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ound to conduct 

‘take shelter’ drill 
The Department of Energy’s 

Mound Plant will be conducting 
rl ”Lake-shelter drill” the week of 
May 27 as part of its emergency 
pieparedness progtam. 
The drill will simulate a poten- 

tial weather-related emergency 
at the site and employees will 
move from their work stations to 
emergency shelters. 

This drill will result in the acti- 
vation of Mound’s emergency 
warning system externally, 
which may be heard throughout 
portions of the community. 

In the event that weather con- 
ditions are adverse, the drill will 
be rescheduled for the week of 
June 3. 

Wednesday, May 22,1996 

Baum sets 
work day 

If y o u  can paint, hammer, 
saw, work on plumbing, build, 
tear down, sweep or throw away 
debris, come to the Baum Opera 
House on Saturday, June 8 for a 
big Community Volunteer 
Workday. 

Coming from Cincinnati will 
be a group from Jacobs 
Engineering who were here for 
a Baum workday on March 
30.They also helped at Project 
Pride and the Spring Fling. Also 
joining us will be members of 
the Mound Environmental 
Group who helped the Baum 
workers on May 1 1 .  

Anyone i n  the community 
who wishes to help on this 
worthwhile project should come 
at 9 a.m. If further information 
is needed, please call George 
Dunahue at 866-3 165, Craig 
Ham at 859-0455 or Mady and 
Jim Ransdell at 866-6368. 
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MOUND 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

MOUND PLANT 
MIAMISBURG, OHIO 

Environmental REMOVAL SITE EVALUATION/ 
ACTION MEMORANDUM 

Eil 
Restoration 
Program 

Beginning June  6. 1996, and continuing through July 5. 1996. the Department of 
Energy unll accept public comments on the Remoual Site Euduation/Action Memo- 
randum for the Fuel Oil Storage Removal Action in Potential Release Sites 114- 1 17 of 
Release Block 0 of the Mound Plant in Miamisburg. Ohio. 

In this Action Memorandum the Department of Energy is recommending the removal. 
storage and treatment of contaminated soils as the prefemed removal action alter- 
native. The on-site interim storage and treatment of soils will be done at the Petroleum 
Biological Treatment Area located on-site. 

This Action Memorandum has been reviewed by the regulatory agencies. 

The public is invited, and encouraged to review the Action Memorandum at the Mound 
CERCLn Public Reading Room, Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 Central Ave.. 
Miamisburg. Ohio. 

All comments regarding the Action Memorandum can be directed to 
Jolene Walker, EG&G Community Relations, P.O. Box 3000, OSW- 
440. Miamisburg, OH 45343-3000. (513) 865-4140 

EGcG MOUND APPLIED TECHNOLOGIES G.$ 

Hall proposes $5 milfion in clean up 
funds for Mound 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

Nuclear clean up workers at 
the Mound plant in Miamisburg 
are a step closer to getting much 
needed on-the-job safety protec- 
tions from radiation, thanks to a 
$5 million amendment to the 
1997 Defense Authorization Act 
introduced b y  Congressman 
Tony Hall. 

House of 
approved legis- 
adding $5 mil- 
U.S. Energy 

Department’s Miamisburg 
Mound Plant to make a series of 
safety improvements for work- 
ers cleaning up radioactive 
wastes. 

The Hall measure requires 
the Energy Department to iden- 
t i fy  potentially dangerous 
radioactive conditions i n  a 
building before sending in clean 
up workers. It also requires 
installing sophisticated radiation 
detectors at key points ip the 
Mound complex to avoid 
spreading radioactive materials. 

“In our rush to speed up the 
clean u p  we can’t forget the 
health and safety of the work- 
ers,’’ Hall said. “We need to pro- 
vide every reasonable precau- 
tion. Unfortunately, a limited 
safety budget and past lax prac- 
tices have resulted in serious 
breeches of worker safety at 

Mound. My legislation will help 
the Energy Department more 
quickly address these critical 
concerns.” 

Other improvements required 
under the Hall measure include: 

Speeding up the evaluation 
of workers who may have been 
contaminated with radioactive 
material. 

Upgrading computer soft- 
ware to keep track of radioac- 
tive exposure by workers. 

Improving the monitoring 
of the radioactivity in  the air 
near workers. 

More carefully selecting 
laboratories used by contractors 
that evaluate samples to deter- 
mine if workers have absorbed 
radioactivity . 



Many of these safety 
upgrades are already used at 
other, larger Energy Department 
facilities, such as the Fernald 
Site north of Cincinnati. 

Hall has worked closely with 
Sen. John Glenn in pushing for 
the legislation. 

Until the end of the Cold 
War, the Mound Plant produced 
components for nuclear bombs. 
Now most of the work involves 
cleaning up the site so it can be 
turned over to the city of 
Miamisburg for commercial 
purposes. 

The Hail legislation was 
attached as an amendment to the 
defense spending bill that funds 
programs of the Departments of 
Defense and Energy. The bill 
funds most of the activities at 
Wright-Patterson Air  Force 
Base. 

The Hall amendment was 
backed by the Oil, Chemical & 
Atomic Workers International 
Union Local 7-4200, which rep- 

’ resents 200 workers at the 
Mound Plant. 

, “Tony Hall built support in 
Congress to address some of the 
most pressing worker health and 
safety problems at the Mound 
site,” said Gary Nolley, presi- 
dent of the union. “If DOE fol- 

lows this Congressional direc- 
tive, many workers, who are 
concerned that their health will 
be impaired from radiation 
uptakes, may be able to keep 
working at the Mound plant 
without incurring even greater 
harm. 

“As a next step, we intend to 
work with Senator Glenn and 
the Senate Armed Service 
Committee to move this legisla- 
tion on to the President’s desk 
for his signature,” he said. 
“There is no need for us to 
‘glow in the dark’ as the price 
tag for our jobs.” 

In the summer of 1995, 
Mound workers and the OCAW 
filed a class action lawsuit in 
federal district court in Dayton 
seeking immediate on-the-job 
protections, lifetime medical 
care and damages after the 
Mound contractor, EG&G, 
allegedly allowed bio-assay 
samples to sit around for three 
years instead of having them 
analyzed at a lab. 

OCAW Policy Analyst 
Richard Miller said a 1995 
memo intended for “Senior 

Management Use Only” 
revealed that there was an 
“unacceptable risk of not detect- 
ing all personnel exposures” to 
radiation. He said the memo 
reported a low degree of com- 
pliance with worker protection 
regulations ( I  92 of 215 areas of 
non-compliance). Miiler also 
said in early 1995, EG&G man- 
agement asked experts to deter- 
mine whether the site activities 
should be suspended altogether 
because the occupational radia- 
tion system had collapsed. 

“DOE has never exercised its 
existing enforcement authority 
under the Price Anderson Act 
Amendments of 1988 to take 
civil or criminal actions against 
EG&G for these blatant viola- 
tions of DOE orders and regula- 
tions, nor has it  recovered’award 
fees paid out for shoddy work,” 
said Mi 11 e r. “Unfortunate I y, 
DOE only steps up to the plate 
when they are forced to. 

“Without Tony Hall’s con- 
cern and hard work, I am afraid 
workers would remain mired in 
an endless radioactive quag- 
mire.” 

2 
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MOUND 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

MOUND PLANT 
MIAMISBURG, OHIO 

Environmental REMOVAL SITE EVALUATION/ 
Restoration Program ACTION MEMORAMDUIM 
Beginning June 6, 1996. and continuing through July 5, 1996. the Department of 
Energy will accept public comments on the Remooal Site Euduation/Action Memo- 
randum for the Fuel Oil Storage Removal Action in Potential Release Sites 1 14- 1 17 of 
Release Block 0 of the Mound Plant in Miamisburg, Ohio. 

In this Action Memorandum. the Department of Energy Is recommending the removal, 
storage and treatment of contaminated soils as the prefemed removal action alter- 
native. The on-site interim storage and treatment of soils will be done at the Petroleum 
Biological Treatment Area located on-site. 

This Action Memorandum has been reviewed by the regulatory agencies. 

The public is invited, and encouraged to review the Action Memorandum at the Mound 
CERCLA Public Reading Room, Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 Central Ave.. 
Miamisburg, Ohio. 

All comments regarding the Action Memorandum can be directed to 
Jolene Walker, EG&G Community Relations, P.O. Box 3000. OSW- 
440, Miamisburg. OH 45343-3000, (513) 865-4140 

EGcG MOUND APPLIED TECHNOLOGIES e.$ 
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MOUND 

Babcock & W k o x  wants pact 
b Three companies are 
competing to run the 
nuclear weapons plant. 
By Todd R. Wallack 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

Babcock & Wilcox of,Ohio Inc., 
which manufacturers power- 
generation equipment, announcsd 
Monday it plans to compete for the 
federal contract to run the Mound 
nuclear weapons plant in Miamis- 

burg. 
Babcock & Wilcox spokesman Ron 

Hite said the company and several 
partners plan to announce details at a 
news conference Wednesday. EG&G 
Inc., the Massachusetts company that 
manages the plant, announced in May 
1995 that it does not plan to seek an 
extension after its contract expires 

Two other companies have opened 
offices in Miamisburg to vie for the 
contract: OHM, a Findlay-based com- 

. pa7y specializing in environmental 

-- Sept. 30. 

cl'eanup projects, and Jacobs Engi- 
neering Group Inc. of Pasadena, Calif. 
Hite said he expects one or two other 
companies to join the bidding. 

But the bidding process could drag 
on longer than expected. Barry Kain, 
the contract specialist for the Depart- 
ment of Energy's office in Miamis- 
burg, said the agency probably will 
need to extend EG&G's contract 
because of delays in the process. He 
said the contract will probably pay $75 
million to $100 million during the first 
year. 

. _ _  ,. ( ,  . , . . . ~ . . .  .-.. ...._,-*-.: '...I-" . .  . .  . .  . ... .. . . :. . . ..-. . .  . .  . . . .  . . .  . . . ,; . . .  . .  . _ .  ..  . .  . I  . 
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MOUND PLANT 
POTENTIAL RELEASE 

SITE PACKAGE 
Notice of Public Review Period 

MOUND 

Envlronmental 

Program 

ti$i Restoration 

The following potential release site (PRS) packages will be available for public 
review in the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, 
Ohio beginning June 19, 1996. Public comment will be accepted on these packages 
from June 19, 1996 through July 17, 1996. 

Questions can be referred to Mound's Community Relations at (5 13) 865-4140. 

The next meeting MOUND 
of the n 

L L.-LuUllu AALcAwli Committee Thursday, 
June 20, 1996 

7 : O O  P.M. 
is scheduled for: 

Miamisburg Civic Center : 

Community Room 
10 N. First Street 
Miamisburg, Ohio 

Interested citizens are encouraged to attend and participate. Questions can 
be referred to Mound Community Relations, (5 13) 865-4 140. 
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Get Acquainted Forum & Reception 

Sponsored by I 
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Babcsck 8( Witcox of Ohio, Inc. 
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the Department of Energy in complefing the environmental 
remediation and transition of the Mound Site. 
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Mound 

b A Miamisburg nonprofit group 
has a preliminary agreement to . 

buy the nuclear weapons plant. .. -- 
By Jim Dillon 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

% 

The group formed to bring new business 6 
ound Plant in Miamisburg now wants: 
the former nuclear weapons site to -- 

its chances of creating jobs. 
A deal would mark only the second time 

the government has sold one of its nuclear 
weapons plants to a private buyer. 

It also signals a major change in strategy 
for the Miamisburg Mound Community : 
Improvement Corp., which was formed two - 
years ago to market the site. Originally an y- 
arm of Miamisburg city government, the -- 
group became a private nonprofit organiza;.. 
tion last year. v 

So far, the two sides have only a draft 
agreement in principle for the IvlMCIC to buy 
the 306-acre site from the Energy Depart- 
ment. Officials for both sides said many 
issues, including any purchase price, must 
be resolved before a deal can be completed. 

Both sides are confident an agreement can 
be reached. 

“I think the chances are very good“ that E. 
MMCIC will eventually own the Mound, said 
MMCIC President Mike Grauwelman. :- 

“We could very easily have a win-win sit& 
ation out of this, but we’ve got a long way to 
go.” said Kenneth Morgan, an Energy 
Department spokesman based at Mound. -.- 

U.S. Rep. Tony Hall @-Dayton) said a deal 
would “save the government money through 
reduced tenant costs, and ensure that local 

01 is maintained of the final disposition 
e Mound facility.” 

SEE MOUND/BA 

What happened 
b WHAT: The Miamisburg Mound Commu- 
nity Improvement Corp. is negotiating to buy- 
t h e  Mound Plant from t h e  Energy Depart- - - 
ment. 
b WHY: MMCIC officials they  can better co-n- 
trol the former nuclear weapons plant’s 
future by owning it. 
b WHEN: Both sides say a final agreement : 
is months away. 
b FINANCING: A price has not been set, bs 
MMCIC has no plans to use local tax dollars 
to help finance any purchase. --- .--. .-. 

MOUND: 
Sale is 
pending 
CONTINUED FROM l A  

Workers a t  Mound made explo- 
sive detonators for nuclear weap- 
ons and plutonium generators for 
space probes. They also recov- 
ered and refilled radioactive 
tritium containers for H-bombs 
and tested parts pulled from 
stockpiled nuclear weapons. The 
Energy Department has been 
phasing out those activities and 
plans to finish cleaning up radio- 
active and chemical contamina- 
tion on the site by 2005. 

A sale would not be unprece- 
dented. The Energy Department 
sold the Pinellas nuclear weap- 
ons plant near Largo, Fla., in 
December 1994 to the St. 
PetersburgClearwater Economic 

Development Council. The move 
saved an estimated 700 jobs and 
$12 million to $52 million in 
anticipated operating costs for 
the government. 

MMCIC became interested in 
owning Mound in August after 
Energy Department officials indi- 
cated they were willing to sell the 
plant to the group, Grauwelman 
said. MMCIC officials reviewed 
their strategy and told the 
Energy Department in December 
they would like to become the 
plant’s owner. 

On May 22, the Energy 
Department’s Office of General 
Counsel determined the depart- 
ment could sell the plant to 
MMCIC. The next day, depart- 
ment officials gave MMCIC offi- 
cials a draft agreement in 
principle. 

Morgan said the Energy 
Department will soon publish a 
notice in the Commerce Business 
Daily announcing its intent to 
sell Mound to MMCIC. 

The Energy Department does 
not plan to enter any concurrent 
negotiations to sell the plant, 
Morgan said. 

If MMCIC acquires Mound, the 
group most likely would resell 
the plant to a private corpora- 
tion. Another option would be to 
keep the plant and lease it to 
another entity, Grauwelman 
said. 

There are no plans to use local 
tax dollars to help make the pur- 
chase. 

“We would look for a creative 
-way to finance it,” Grauwelman 
said. 
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3ERGY SECRETARY 

%e trips ~ i ~ i u  continue, O’Leary says 
b The, Energy boss says 
criticism will not deter 
her travels abroad to 
foster business. 

By Berny Morson 
SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS SERVICE 

DENVER’- Under fire for her 
international travel, a defiant 
Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary 
illustrated a talk Monday with 
slides of herself on four conti- 
nents. 

“I’m not ashamed of those 
trips,” O’Leary said following 
her presentation before the 
World Renewable Energy Con- 
gress, a group of scientists, gov- 
ernment officials and business- 
people from around the world. 
“ ’m not ashamed at all.” 

he secretary has been criti- cp. zed in Congress for spending 
$4.57 million on 16 trips since 
1993. O’Leary maintains the 
trips paid for themselves by help- 
ing businesspeople line up $750 
million in contracts in the grow- 
ing alternative energy field. 

The trips will continue, she 
said. 

“I’m going to Moscow week 
after next with the vice 
president,” she said. 

In remarks before the interna- 
tional group, O’Leary sharply 

criticized Congress for cutting 
programs to develop new energy 
sources that help developing 
countries and create jobs in the.  
United States. 

“It’s been in-your-face time,” 
she said of her stance toward 
Congress on the cuts. She-said 
the Republican-domiriated Con 
gress diced about 25 percent 
from alternative’energy develop- 
ment. 

The slides showed O’Leary 
with people in Third Wor ld-cop  
tries who have -benefitted from 
new.ways of generating energy 
developed in the United States, 
such as solar and wind power. 
The new technology allows vil- . . 
lages to enjoy modern conve- 
niences without hooking up to 
central generators. 

with a woman in India who now 
has electric lights because of a 
solar project. The light means 
her children can study at night, 

. .  

- 

She showed a picture of herself 

.ministers. .. . . 
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Questions can be referred to Mound's Community Relations at (513) 865-4140. 

The next meeting 
of the 

Mound Action Committe 
is scheduled for: 

MOUND 

e Thursday, 
June 20, 1996 

7 : O O  P.M. 

Miamisburg Civic Center 
Community Room 
10 N. First Street 
Miamisburg, Ohio 

Interested citizens are encouraged to attend and parltcipate. Questions can 
be referred to Mound Community Relations. (5 13) 865-4 140. 
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MOUND 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

MOUND PLANT 
MIAMISBURG, OHIO a .  Environmental REMOVAL ’ SITE EVALUATION/. 

Restoration 
Program. 

Beginning June 6, 1996. and continuing through July 5, 1996, the Department of 
Energy will accept public comments on the Remoual Site Eualuation/Action Memo- 
randum for the Fuel Oil Storage Removal Action in Potential Release Sites 1 14- 1 17 of 
Release Block 0 of the Mound Plant in Miamisburg. Ohio. 

In this Action Memorandum the Department of Energy is recommending the removal. 
storage and treatment of contaminated soils as the prefemed removal action alter- 
native. The on-site interim storage and treatment of soils will be done at the Petroleum 
Biological Treatment Area located on-site. 

This Action Memorandum has been reviewed by the regulatory agencies. 

ACTION MEMOWWDULM 

. The public is invited, and encouraged to review theAction Memorandum at the Mound 
CERCLA Public Reading Room, Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 Central Ave.. 
Miamisburg. Ohio. 

All comments regarding the Action Memorandum can be directed to 
Jolene Walker, EG&G Community Relations, P.O. Box 3000, OSW- 
440. Miamisburg, OH 45343-3000, (5 13) 865-4140 

EGcG MOUND APPLIED TECHNOLOGIES e.$ 
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puts Mound lawsuits 

fisk . I  
<_i L 

In introducing the bill, 
Johnston said he was trying to 
stem the flow of legal fees to class- 
action lawyers who bring cases 
against a vulnerable DOE. 
Johnston said every other agency 

;b Class action claims ! .- 
worth millions against \ 
:government contractors \ -- - 
“*-.? .would . be thrown out. 
s2+& 
By Scott Montgomery 
WA$-H~NGTON BUREAU 

of the government is protected 
from excessive class-action 
awards, but because th‘ese suits 
involve a contractor who is reim- _ .  ‘ I  

kVASHINGTON - Workers 
+d qeighb.ors of the Mound 
P1’ nt in Miamisburg, who have 

~. . al&&d radioactive contamina- . ’ 

I tion .in separate-kwsuits, could 
&. lo$e their legal standing under a 

biH3o be debated in a Senate 
committee next month. 

. . 

e bill, proposed by Sen. ,Ben-’ 
Johnston, D-La., and dis- .. . : 

Energy and Natural Resources ’ I 

f*, Committee o n  Wednesday, would- 
ba-a$gme class-action suits 

,,. ;apJ@t. nuclear weapons contrac- 
+ . tarsiworking _c .- . for the Department 

of Energy. The bill also seeks to I 

make the ban retroactive that . 1 
would eliminate fwo’class-action 
suits filed against contractors at ; 
Mound. ’ . : :  . . 

.In separate suits, ‘more thah . . i 
1,000 workers and-14,000 nearby . j 
residents have.sued the compa: I 

nies operating the Moun’d lab and 
managing its cleanup. The plant, ’ 

where triggers and detonators for 
nuclear weapons were made after j 
World War II, was closed for 
.defense work and is:being reorga- . 

..“Their rights would .. . . .’’ : . .  

eGaporate,” said Richard Miller, 
policy analyst for the Oil, Chemi- i 
cal & Atomic Workers InteMa- . . I 
tional Union; which represents - j 
the workers. 

e are all frivolous, meritless 
s,” Miller said. “But none of 

them has been thrown out of ’ . 
~COUrt .” .  - : ’ 

briefly in the Senate . ’ 

. .  ’nized for private use. ’. . .  . 

. .  

talks about’it like 

bursed by DOE for losses in 
court; there is no protection for 
the government against big jury 
payouts.‘ - . 

. . Johnston’s bill would allow 
.’ class-action.suits’ for physical 
.harm, but it would prohibit a 

. group from banding together. to 
sue for nonphysical damage.. 

“It’s essentially an idea which 
is really Silly,” said Ron Simon, a 
Washington attqrney handling 
the case of Mound neighbors. 
“Class actions are uniquely for 
nonphysical injuries.”. ’ . 

Class-action status is almost 
‘impossible to get in suits claim- 
ing physical harm because people.! 
have too many variables in their 
lives to establish what lawyers i 
call “typicality.” Any v&iation .i 
in lifestyle of health habits 
among members of a groupxould 
be grounds to deny class status. 

. It’.s easier to prove the non- : 
physicaldangers such as emo- . ..j 
tional distress, or loss of property 
value for homeowners who live 
near dangerous plants. 

Wednesday to hold a full h e h g  
on the bill after the July 4 b;re&. . 

‘Simon said getting a hearing is 1 
good, because the bill could have j 

been sent on to the full Senate 
without a detailed review. 

Simon also said there could be 
room to challenge the retroactive 
portion of the bill as unconstitu- 
tional if it did.pass. I 

The Senate Energy and Natural ! 1 
a Resources Committee decided. . . - j  

. 2.  
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O’Leary counterpunches well 
ou’ve got to admire the way Hazel 

O’Leary has handled the trouble she has 
gotten into. 

The U.S. Secretary of Energy is under 
frre for taking too many expensive foreign 
trips: 16, costing the better part of $5 mil- 

The secretary’s basic defense is that 
these trips round up business for Ameri- 
can energy companies. She has gathered 
the testimony of many Republican- 
sounding executives who say she has 

them win huge contracts. . 

almost as  -if she ;s baiting 
Congress. 

When word of her practices 
became public, Washington 
s tar ted counting the days 
before she resigned. 

Then the news came that the 
financial accounting for ‘these 
trips had been handled badly. 
That seemed to seal her fate. 
You do something naughty, 
and the paperwork is screwed 
up? Deeply suspicious. No 
crime, but it’s time to go. 

Instead. Secretarv O’Learv 

reject. The poliltical game play- 
ers keep picking at her, of 
course, with this talk about 
paperwork and  such.  But 
they’re a bit discombobulated. 

Members of Congress a re  
used to people making fun of 
their own travels. It must gall 
them to see somebody offering 
proof that her travels are actu- 
ally useful. She has come up 
with a pitch that has eluded 
them. 

The general concern about 
has taken‘to giving siide shows 
about her trips - before Con- 

Hazel O’LeaO‘ whether politicians travel too 
much is wrong-headed (except 

as it relates to resort areas and such, of 
course), whether the complaint comes 
from Congress or is aimed at Congress. , 

a phrase, broadening. Travel can impart a 

Now the secretary is off for Moscow. 
Maybe some of her congressional over- 
seers should go with her. It couldn’t hurt. 

The woman has a certain style. 
e show her in Third 

’ countries that most members of Conkess 

one presentation, according to a press 

The politicians should travel. It is, to coin 

Sense of what real problems are. 
would dread Wending much time in. In 

report, “she showed a picture of herself 
with a woman in India who now has elec- 
tric lights because of a solar project.” And, 
of course, the project is an American one. 

..... -. . .  
. . .  ... 

. .  

In May, U.S. Rep. Tony Hall, D-Dayton,.: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .... . . . . . .  .. - .’-‘. added a provision to the military budget bill . ’ I [.-- , that would reauire DOE to spend at least $5.. i 

MOUND 

‘issue, 
d . *  ***. 

- stir debate -- 

in Senate 
........ L .. . . . . .  

i By .Scott Montgomery 

WASHINGTON -A list of safety improve- . 
ments to protect workers at the Mound Plant. I 
is stirring controversy in the Senate., 

The Department of Energy wants to endorse 
DOE’s laywers are ... ’ 
support the measures 
heart of a legal dis.,  ’ 

: ! 

........ .. - ... ....... .... WASHINGTON BUREAU 

pute. 
“We’re trying to find a Wziy (of supporting-‘ ; 

the legislation) that can please our lawyers;’.:. . .  

said Mary Jo  Zacchero, who works in DOE’s : 
Office of Environmental Safety and Health.. : ! 

million on radiation detectok, air monitors’: 
and other improvements at the Mound. ... :- i 

DOE had provided the list of improvements, 
and helped Hall and Sen. John Glenn, D-Ohio, 
write companion amendments. But after the.. .. j 
bill sailed through the House of Represents:-.:. 
tives last month, energy department lawyers’ I 
took a second look. Now they’re afraid it ! .: 1.. i 
would set a bad precedent to support legisla-‘:: : 
tion dealing so directly with a pending law-.- 
suit. 

workers in the case doesn’t buy that argu-“:.’ 
ment. 

“It’s meritless,” said Richard Miller. policy : 

analyst for the Oil, Chemical & Atomic Work- 
ers Union. The lawsuit was filed on behalf of a 
dozen Mound workers but seeks class-action 
certification to represent more than 1,000 cur-, 
rent and retired employees. . .  : 

While the arguments continue, “people”8:’. : 
safety will continue to be jeopardized,” Miller.. . .  
said. ’ 

. ,  

An official for the union that represents’the 
. I  
I _  . 

. . a  ,* 



Dayton Daily News 
Dayton, OH 
(S=230,000, D=180.000) 

@MOUND PLANT 

Workers offered 
incentives to quit 

Salaried workers a t  the 
Mound plant will be offered 
incentives to quit in an effort 
to eliminate 200 jobs by Octo- 
ber. 
b Please see full story, lB. 

TUESDAY, JULY 16,1996 

MOUND PLANT 

Some get 
buyout offer 
B The plant’s operator wants to reduce the 
payroll by 200 positions by October. 

* I  

By lim Uillon 
DAMON OAllY NEWS 

The operator of the Mound nuclear weapons plant in 
Mianisburg wants to eliminate 200 jobs by October by 
off9ring salaried employees financial incentives to quit. 
EG&G Applied Technologies Inc. is giving the plant’s 

800 salaried employees until Aug. 29 to apply for the pro- 
gram. The Mound’s 
234 union workers 
are protected from 
layoffs through fis- 
cal 1999 and are  not 
eligible, said EG&G 
spokesman Mark 
Becker. 

Nearly 2,400 
employees worked 
at the plant in 1985. 
making triggers for 
nuclear weapons. 
But employment fell I DAYTON DAILY NEWS! 

in the wake of bud- 
get cutsand, in May 1994. the U.S. Department of Energy 
decided to transfer the work to other plants and pull out 
of the plant by 2005. 

Most of the Mound’s remaining employees now con- 
centrate on cleaning up radioactive and hazardous mate- 
rials a t  the 306-acre site. 

The current offer is the final phase of a restructuring 
plan that began in 1994 in response to smaller budgets for 
the plant. Payments will be based on seniority and other, 
factors, Becker said. 

No laycrffs are planned, he said. 
Mound workers were offered similar incentives in 1993 

and 19S4. 
‘In 1992, the Energy Department approved a request by .  

EG&G to offer early retirement and transition assistance 
as a way of slirnining down the work force to  ineet a . . 
smaller budget. At the time, Mound’s budget was about.: 
$180 million. 

Closing Mound is part of a broader Energy Department 
plan to scale down its nuclear weapons production oper- 
ation by consolidating work at  some sites and closing ’ 

others. The plant.’s defense activity has involved disman- 
tling weapons parts and recovering radioactive tritium 
from some of the weapons. 
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Miamisburg -school budget 
.tops $24 million for 1996-97 

by SUSAN CARROLL 
Staff Writer 

Miamisburg school officials have approved a 
working budget of more than $24 million for the 
1996-97 school year. 

Funding for the school district includes monies 
from the permanent and operating levies, local tax 
revenue and state and federal funding, according 
to treasurer Edwina Ebetino. 

Expenditure figures include a total of nearly $22 
million spent out of the general fund, the largest 
source for district spending. - 
A breakdown by Ebetino for the board shows lit- 

. tle change in expenditures by percentage, with 
more than 88 percent of the fund used for saluies 
and benefits, about 6 percent for purchased ser- 
vices such as electricity and water, and nearly 3 
percent for supplies and materials. 

The district has a separate fund for permanent 
improvements such as building maintenance. 
Ebetino explained. 
Expenditures from the permanent improvement 

The district should see a cash carryover of about 
$1.46 million, the treasurer explained. School dis- 
tricts are permitted to plan for a small percentage 
of carry over to defray unexpected expenditures: 

Ebetino noted that monies received from the 
emergency operating, levy, approved by district 
voters in May 1995, and the payment in lieu of 
taxes funds from the Mound plant helped fend off 
an estimated $117,900 deficit. 

“We would have been in the hole,” said board 
member John Maletta. The levy raised $1,535,000 
while PILT revenue, received by local governmen- 
tal and school agencies as part of the Department 
of Energy’s attempt to pay back lost tax revenue 
from the tax-abated Mound plant, totaled $49,325. 

“We would have been working in the red.” 
Ebetino said. . 

The board also: 
Approved an increase in salary for superinten- 

dent Carl Berg. Berg’s salary and benefits will 
increase by 3.5 percent for the 1996-97 school 

lev; for the 1995296 school year totalmore than year. 
$1.1 million with textbook purchases from the Approved lunch and ala carte prices prices for 
same levy monies last year at nearly $300,000. - the 1996-97 school year. According to business 

manager Mike McCabe, the prices will remain the 
“IF WE did not have a permanent improvement same for the third consecutive year. Lunch prices 

fund, all of that would have come out of the gener- for grade 1-5 is $1 .OS, for grades 6-12 is $I .30 and 
a1 fund,” Ebetino told the board. for adults $1.55. 

M Q U ~ ~  workers 
gi’ven ’early Sut’ 

The U.S. Department of Energy has given 
approval for EG&G to offer Mound employees a 
1996 Voluntary Separation Payment Program 
package in  order to assist in reducing the plant’s 
head count prior to Oct. 1, 1996 This package is 
the final phase of the 1994 Workforce 
Restructuring, Plan for Mound. EG&G opened this 
program on Monday. The window to sign up for 
this program, will apply for 45 days, ending on 
Aug. 29. 

The program will only be available to salaried 
employees of EG&G Mound. Employees repre- 
sented by the: two unions are not eligible since a 
memorandum of’understanding was signed earlier 
this year between the Oil, Chemical and Atomic 
Workers, the lnternatioiial Plant Guard Workers of 

(Continued on Page 3) 

_ . .  : 
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America, EG&G Mound and the Department of .E nergy's Ohio Field Office and Miamisburg Area 
Offcc. That MOU calls for 3c !ayoffs by union- 
iepresented employees throueh Fiscal Year 1999. 

Two earlier plans were used at Mound in 1992 
and 1994 in order to reduce the work force in the 
wake of smaller budgets for the Mount Plant. It is 

. 

anticipated that Mound will have to reduce its 
work force by 200 employees by the beginning of 
Fiscal Year 1997 and the VSPP is being used to 
assist in lowering plant head count. No plans have 
been made at this time for any work force reduc- 
tion in the future. 

Mound currently has 1,034 employees with 234 
represented by the two unions. 

ICF Kaiser sponsoring get together 
for Mound Plant employees 

Mound site employees, come 
get acquainted at an ICF Kaiser 
Team sponsored Bar-BLQue at 
Mound Park from 4 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, July 18 and a golf 
outing with a 1 p.m. tee off time 
on Friday,, July 19 at Pipestone 
Golf Course. 

Golfers should contact Joe e 

Stanton at 859-9801 if they plan 
to play 18 holes at the event. 

If rained out, the golf outing- ' 

will be rescheduled for Friday, 
.July 26. 

ICF Kaiser Engineers Inc: has 
formed a team of highly quali- 

f ied . companies including ' -  

Westing house Electric 
Company, Teledyne Brown and 
Foster Wheeler Environmental 
to compete for the Department 
of Energy performance-based 
management contract to clean 
up and transition the Mound 
site. . .  

EG&G holding exchange for 
prospective DOE contractors 

How can a company get an 
opportunity to do work for the 
Department of Energy contrac- 
tors? There is an opportunity to 
find out 'how and its coming 
soon. 

EG&G . Mound Applied 
Technologies Inc., in conjunc- 
tion with other Department of - 

Energy Ohio Field Office con- 
tractors, will be hosting the 1996 
Business Opportunity Exchange 
on Tuesday, August 6 at the 
Sharonville Convention Center 
in Sharonville, Ohio. . 

The purpose of the 1996 
Business Opportunity Exchange 
is to locate and maintain quality 
suppliers for the Department of 
Energy at all of the Ohio Field 
Office sites. DOE sites partici- 
pating in the Business Exchange 
include the Fernald plant in 
Ross; the Mound Plant i n '  
Miamisburg; the RMI Plani in 
Ashtabula; Battelle labs in 
Columbus and the West Valley 
Demonstration Project in West 
Valley, New York. 

Representatives from each of 

those sites will detail their tech- 
nical requirements and project 
future procurement opportuni- 
ties. 

Technical representatives. and 
buyers will also be on hand for 
one-on-one discussions. 

Companies .interested in par- 
ticipating should contact LeRey 
Aaron form' Fernald at (513) 
648-7022 for registration infor- 
mation. Cost of attendance, 
including lunch, is  $35 .  
Registration will close on July 
22. 

L 
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You’re invited to share your comments and suggestions for 
how the Mound site should be used in the future. 

Join fellow community residents for a presentation about 
the Mound Comprehensive Reuse Plan. You’ll learn about 
options being considered for the redevelopment of the 
Mound. 

7:OOp.m. Wednesday, July 24 
Miamisburg Civic Center - 
Council Chambers 
IO North First Street, Miamisburg 

The meeting is sponsored by the Mound Reuse 
Committee, 12 people representing various community 
interests and helping to guide future land uses and 
environmental standards at Mound. 

- 

Your ideas / - ‘Q \ 
WELCOME s e 

For more information or a wriften summary of Mound 
redevelopmenf options, con fact Dann Bird, Planning- 
Manager, Miamisburg Mound Community Improvement 
Corporation, 865-4462. A written summary of the options 
also may be obtained at these locations: 

Miamisburg Civic Center, 10 North First Street 
CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 Central Avenue 
Freedom of lnformafion Reading Room at Mound, OSE 

Isf floor 
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Baurn restoration bringing back me 
Since we, the Association. 

began the crusade to restore the 
Baum Opera House two years 
ago, we’ve had letters and phone 
calls about the project.. 

The letters have made trips to 
the Miamisburg Post Office an 
adventure of a sort. We have a 
post office box, you see, and I 
prolong the anticipation by 
slowly pulling the key out of my 
purse, putting it in the lock and 
slowly turning the key. I reach in 
and sometimes, all I get is a 
wisp of dust for my efforts. 

Last week, there was a letter 
and it came from Clara E. 
Weaver of Cooperstown, New 
York. She enclosed a $100 
check for the Opera House with 
her letter which follows. 

0 

“As a little girl, I remember 
my Dad taking me with him to 
the Opera House. He was there 
collecting rent from a basketball 
team practicing there. I ’imagine 
it was the high school team. I 
have no idea what his connec- 
tion with the opera house was at 
that time. This would have been 
75 years ago’or more, because 
I’m now 83-years-old. 

“My father was Harry “Pat” 
Weaver. He owned the Miami 
Hotel until prohibition when he 
sold it. All the liquor from the 
bar was brought to the basement 
of our home at 221 Central Ave. 

All of tlie barrels and bottles had 
revenue agents’ labels, showing 
it was legal for Dad to have it, 
because it was purchased before 
the law went into effect prohibit- 
ing it. Dad said he never had so 
many “new” friends!” 

OUR THANKS to Clara 
Weaver for the check and her 
memories. 

A couple of weeks ago, the 
mail brought a check from the 
kids at Mark Twain School 
because the kids want to help 
too. In the envelope was a check 
for $60 from the Student 
Council at Mark Twain 

. Elementary School. They raised 
the money from various projects 
and wanted it to be put to good 
use in the restoration of the 
Baum Opera House. 

From 1885 to the 1920’s and 
beyond, the Opera House is the 
place where memories were 
made and it still is. 

The Opera House is also the 
place for work days and a lot of 
laughing and camaraderie. 
We’ve had crews from the 

I 

Mound Environmental Group 
and from Jacobs Engineering -- 
they came back last Saturday, in 
fact. We had a continsent from 
‘Star Bank one Saturday and 
we’ve also had young people 
doing communiiy service for the 
Juvenile Court program. 

And then we have our regu- 
lars and our “once in a while” 
regulars and “whenever I can” 
folks. All are welcome and al l  
are appreciated. 

Sometimes we are a motley 
looking crew and it’s pretty 
obvious that the clothes we wear 
are out of the basket filled with 
painting and working on car 
clothes. (If you look at one o f .  
my sweatshirts closely, you can 
tell what colors we painted the 
women’s restroom in the OIjera 
House.) 

We have a different identity 
on Saturdays, too. 

May I introduce “The Baum 
Squad?” 

Mady Ransdell is a colum- 
nist for the Miamisburg/West 
Carrollton News. 

4 



’OHM Kernediation. wins W YAF’B c ~ n t r a c t  
.... . . .  - .  .. . . -. .._. ~ 

James L. Kirk, OHM chair- position to Sene the Department : Texas, Georgia, California, OHM Remediation .Services 
, has been a wr ight  man, president and chief execu- of Energy Field Offke’which is’ Arizona, New York and 

tive officer, sa.id ‘‘We are pleased presently Soliciting a new con- Colorado. It ‘requires cleanup of 
to be an Ohio-based company tractor for the environmental hazardous, toxic and radioactive Patterson Air Force Base 
that is getting more work in our. management at the Mound Plant contaminations a t  Air. Force . Remedial Action Contract to bid 

’ plants, used to build missilc task order work having a home state. This new contract is there*” 
1 potential contract value of especially important  since i t  The contract, which will be components, as they move 

administered from OHM’S through the transition process to The company was the only strengthens the capabilities of 
our Miamisburg-Dayton ‘offices Miamisburg-Dayton Offices, is closure. . 

for work at Wright Patterson Air OHM is a leading hazirdous 
Air Force Base custqmers. That Force Base and 11 Other govem- waste remediation firm with 30 

ment owned, contractor operated offices nationwide. Ihe  cdrnpa- growth, ’ particularly in i Miamisburg, also advances o u r ,  Plants in Ohio,  Oklahoma, ny, with nearly $500 billion i n  

$75 million over five .years. 

large company incumbent con- 
tractor to be reselected for. the to serve Our  Wright 
work. 

9 

Mound Site Employees, 
come get acquainted at the ICF Kaiser Team-sponsored 

Bar-B-Que and Golf Outing 

Bar-B-Que at Mound Park on Thursday, July 18 
4:OO to 8:OOp.m. 

1:OO p.m. first tee time 

1 

Golf Outing at Pipestone Golf Course on Friday, July 
‘ 

Golfers, please contact Joe Stanton at (513) 8.59-9801 
if you plan to join us for eighteen holes. I f  rained out, golf outing 

will be rescheduled on Friday, July 26. 

ICF Kaiser Engineers, Inc. 
has formed a team of highly qd i f i ed  companies to compete for the 

Department of Energy Performunce-based Management Contract to Cleanup 
and ?+ansition the Mound.Site 

$JCF MISER 
Worldwide Excellence in Meeting Client Needs 

WESTINGHOUSE 
ELECTRIC CORPORATION 

’W TELEDYNE 
BROWN ENGINEERING 

I FOSTER@ WHEELER 
FOSTER WHEELER ENVIRONMENTAL CORPORATION 

kvenues in 1595, providcs its 
ervices to the Department of 
)efense at U.S. Navy, Air Force 
nd Army installations as well 
s at Department of Encrgy 
acilities. 

5 
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kMIAMIS6URG . 

!Mound ......." : meetingset. : .  

:A presentation on the MOGdlL '::. 
-Comprehensive Reuse P l g j  .:.'. 
 ill be at 7 p.m. today at the.' 
Miamisburg Civic Center, 10 N.. 
First St. . 

The community is invited to 
hear about future land use and 
environmental standards at the 
plant alid share ideas and com- 
ments. .The meeting will be in 
'the council chambers. 
' ' For more information, call 
Dann Bird at 865-4462. . 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 24,1996 

summary of Mound redevelop 
S, contact Dan Bird, planning 
iamisburg Community Improve- - 

. 
, 
1 
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Industrial parkltech center? 
Fate of Mound plant .must find, 

marketplace . .  

by STEVE SAND.LIN 
Assistant Editor 

. The Mound plant .should be us.eij as a: 
nmbination industrid park:and technoiogy.. 
:enter to make it in today’s .marketplace,.. 
iccording to: consultants hired’by the 
diamisburg ’ Mound . C.ommunity 
tmprovement-Corp(Mh.IC~Cj. ’. .. . . ’ 

~Those:Cb‘n’sultank; Sg&. Associates In&, 
*hS an*d -Econo mic-.Reskarch As so ci ates , 
Zave. a: presentation ‘at a .public forum held 
ast Wednesday in’which the MMCIC sough 
?ublic input about,, what direction . .  the plant. 
houldbetaken. . . 

“Tlie ’Mound has .been ’ a vbry important ’ e ,of the community for miny yea&” said 
Dick Galehouse of Sasaki. “And. what -is 
aap ening to it.is happening in many com- 

‘es all over the country. . 

e have to be”competi.tive in the mar- 
ketplace and to do that we have,to recon- 
struct a workableidea . .  for the Mound,” he 

The consultants believe that the Mound 
should be marketed ‘as a combination indus- 
trial park and technology center. Thei said 
that just using the:site as ag industrid park, 
while less expensive to -market could cause 
the loss of some of:th?.$ite.’s technology and:’ . .  . 

However,. the. .Fket’  Tor technology ‘cen- 
ters alone isltight, they said, ‘citing qamples 
like .the .Miami- Valley Research P&k, which 
has a-lot of vacancies. ’. . : . .: . .  

. . .  
. . .  

.o 
said. . ‘  

not.bring well payin&$$$. , 
,. I’ *. . . ~ ’ .. 

. i <.: . 

. . .. 
. . .  : . .  

. .  

“THIS OPTION ‘will bring .higher 
income and higher salaries for workers,” 
said Cheryl Baxter of Economic 
Development. “And it is the best option for 
job creation over the next 25 years.” 

Under the preferred option,. about 
707,000 square feet of the current buildings 
on the pite are usable and about 716,000 

e feet of new construction would be a red, according to David Hirzel of 
SaSaki. 

* “This would be a higher market than just 
an industrial park so it will cost more money 
to make it more attractive to possible ten- 
ants,” he said. 

In response to audience questions about 
possible budget cutbacks for the Mound, 
Mike Grauwelman, president of the 
MMCIC, said that the agency and the City 
of Miamisburg is fighting hard to keep 

. Mound a priority for the Department of 
Energy. 

“There’s no question that budget cuts 
would affect the plans for the Mound,” he 
said. “But we are having discussions with 
the DOE and we hope we can identify some 
cost savings for them that they will realize if 
t he -dean  up is completed by 2005 as 

GRAUWELMAN SAID the DOE needs 
to show a success in its efforts to promote 
economic development in decommissioned 
government sites like Mound. 

“It’s easy to show a success here,” he 
said. ‘We’ll have 300 new jobs by the end of 

(Continued on Page 7 )  

pliiMd.” 

Mound ... 
(Continued from Page 1) 

the year and that’s if no other new businesses come on site.” 
Grauwelman said he felt that it isn’t out of the question that the 

DOE would increase the budget for the Mound site initially to save 
money in the long run by getting out of the site faster. 6 

Those wishing to express their opinion on the direction the 
Mound should take should contact Dann Bird, MMCIC Planning 
Manager at 865-4462 to give input or get more information. 

Comments at the public hearing will be used by the MMCICJO 
help complete a Mound Reuse Plan in the near future. 



South Korean businessmen 
visit EG&G Star City at Mound 

Dr. Change Sik Kim, Hyun 
Jin KO, Heon Jal Lee and Ju 
Muk Kim from the South 
Korean Agency for Defense 
Development (.ADD) visited 
EG&G Star City to discuss tech: 
nologies for the South Korean 
Defense Agency. They came to 
EG&G because they were inter- 
ested in various types of explo- 
sive devices and they know that 
for nearly a half century, what is 
now EG&G Star City functioned 
as part of the Department of 
Energy designing, developing 
and producing world class ord- 
nance for military use. These 
devices are used in military pro- 
grams such as guided missiles 
and for use in thc Korean Space 
Program. 

In 1994, EG&G Star City was 
established as a business ele- 

ment of EG&G Electro-Optics. 
They have on staff a well 
respected resource pool of scien- 
tists, engineers and technical 
personnel that is composed of 
internationally‘ recognized 
experts in electro-energetic 
materials technology. 

Within a year of incorpora- 
tion, EG&G Star City received 
IS0 9001 certification because 
of the combination of experience 
and expertise of the staff. 

EG&G Star City has been 
contacted by several other inter- 
national companies from France, 
Italy, Japan, Belgium, England, 
Germany and Australia as well. 

“It is ironic that the Republic 
of South Korean Defense 
Agency would send four people 
halfway around the world to 

evaluate what was once the 
nation’s premiere nuclear 
weapons explosive device 
research, development and man- 
ufacturing facility and one of 
our own premiere American 
defense agencies, Wright 
Patterson Air Force Basemright 
Laboratory, hasn’t discovered 
EG&G Star City,” said A1 
Tibbetts, program manager. 

EG&G Star City is a fully 
equipped research, development 
and production facility located at 
the Mound Advanced 
Technology Center that offers a 
full range of engineering, fabri- 
cation, testing and management 
services to support research and 
development and production. 
For more information, call 865- 
4621. . 

REPRESENTATIVES FROM South Korea are welcomed to EG&G Star City by compa- 
ny representatives and Miamisburg Mayor Dick Church Jr. 
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oecisions '* left to DOE 
-g-, : 
?T 
:,.They will d i scuss .  . .  ' '. 

Iemeriting radiation 
equipment. ,. 

* . b -  *. ~ 

rB$cOtt Montgomery; .I_. . . . . 
NGTON BUREAU: .'. . ' ' . . . 

. I .  

. .  

q: -E.&lier'this summer, the 
&Jouse of Representatives added 
+k'amendment to a defense bill 
.wat would have required the 
.?energy department to spend at 
?east $5 million on a host of 
SSfety improvements, including.. 
,mstalling radiation detectors . 
Lmd-giving individual air moni- 
Aors to workers. 
.z., . . 

But when the amendment, 
which was sponsored byP.S. 

: Rep. Tony Hall,'D;Dayton, moved 
to the Senate, .lawyers for'energy 
department suddenly balked. . ... 

They argued that it would be bad 
policy to pass .legislation dealing.. 
with safety issues that 
disputed in a lawsuit. 

About 1,000 workers 
the. company,. alleging,Msafe ,.' 
working conditions. ;;, . . . 

. , :.!In a, lpeeting to seffle'wer- 
ences between.the House and . ' 

Senate versions of the defense 
bill, congressional.negotiators 
agreed to. drop the House man- 
date for improvements and 
replace it with a pledge from the 
energy department to make the 
safety improvements. 

Richard Miller, a policy ana- .: 

lyst with the Oil, Chemical and .. 

Atomic Workers Internation'al 
Union said the compromise is 
acceptable. . .  

- 
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Depawent Of Energy On 
Tuesday requests for propos- 
als to clean up the Mound plant in 
Miamisburg and turn it over to local 

.. . .. . . . . 

people, spokesman Mark Becker said. 

the same workers. DOE’S Ohio Field 
office employs another zoo on the 

The new contractor is expected to use 

acre site that once designed and man- , 
ufactured nuclear weapon compo- 

I . nents. 
But O’Leary said the plan will save , 

the agency between $100 million and 
$500 million and will make the site I 

available for redevelopment much 
sooner. Previously, the agency had 
expected the cleanup work to take 25 
years. 

“This may be one of the most excit- 
big opportunities offered by DOE,” 
she said at  the news conference, 

I -where she announced the Mound . 

plant as one of four cieanup projects 
on which the agency expects to spend 
$11 billion over the next five years. 

Mound and local officials watched 
the news conference in an auditorium 
via a satellite video link. 

DOE is looking for a new contractor 
to operate Mound after the contract 
expires at the end of September. The 
current contractor is EG&G Mound 
Applied Technolo4ies Inc.. a unit of 

DOE officials can extend the con- 
tract until a new one is signed, which 
they expect to happen in April. But 
EG&G has decided to quit the busi- 
ness of operating DOE sites, and sev- 
eral other companies have set up local 
offices to bid on the work. 

, 

’ 

r 

j EG&G Inc. of Wellesley, Mass. 

uayron uaiiy News 
Dayton, OH 
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Miamisburg group recommends plans for future 
By Valryn Bush 
FOR THE DAYTON DAILY NEWS force.” 

To attract the type of high- 
paying jobs the community 

successful transformation of the needs, MMCIC believes roads 
Mound Facility depends on the and buildings must be upgraded 
coordinated movements of those ’ and on-site services, such as 
entering and exiting. banking and day care, must he . 

Department of Energy will not The other side of the coin is the 
finish Cleanbig up and transfer- Department of Energy, whose 
ring ownership of the site until efforts to clean up and transfer 
2005, the door has already begun ownership of the site are critical 
to open to new development. to the success of any re-use pro- 

munity Improvement Corp., an  The department has empha- 
economic arm Of sized they want to dothat, saying 
the city, unveiled their recom- /-the-fi&&--ozact& hired to man- 
mendation for the facility’s age their operations must be able 
future at a July 24 meeting. to work with the MMCIC. 

The group hopes to redevelop EG&G Mound Applied Tech- 
the Mound for commercial use in nologies is the current operator, 
order to replace lost jobs and but won’t renew its contract with 
income tax revenues. An a n d Y -  the DOE, which expires a t  the 
sis by MMCIC‘s consulting team end of September. 
determined the best way to “It is an extremely positive 
accomplish this is to create an sign of commitment,” Bird said. 
industrial and technological For some area businesses, the 
park. future is now. 

That option proved more POPU- The MMCIC is already subleas- 
lar than a quick sale of the prop- ing space to 21 private business- 
erty for any use allowed by zon- es, which have about 250 employ- 
ing, or making the major invest- ees and hopes for future growth. 
ments necessary to create a George Wooten and Dennis 
research-only park. Werkmeister capitalized on the 

The MMCIC plans to market know-how they gained as EG&G 
existing equipment and buildings employees to found Industrial- 
to start-up technology businesses - Imaging AssoZiites, which 
and to also seek light industrial does high resolution ultrasonic 
and office space users. That Imaging of manufactured prod- 
broader mix fills space and cre- ycts, 
ates jobs more rapidly. . “We took the technology we 

“The buildings were made for developed for the DOE and com- 
technology,” said Daniel Bird, mercialized it,” Wooten said. 
planning manager for the !‘We figured there was an indus- 
IvlMCIC. “We can offer existing Gial use for this, but right now 

Like a giant revolving door, the 

Although the United States established. 

The Miamisburg Mound Corn- gram. 

marketable.” 

are the only two employees and 
don’t expect to become a large 
company, but they’ve been able 
to bring some work to other 
:firms at the Mound. 

CEO of Mound Flexible Circuits 
Corp., said his company moved 
lo  the Mound in March. 
;- Attracted by state-of-the-art 
equipment at a relatively low 
price, they found technological 
support and qualified workers. 
They have 30 employees and 

- expect to add 60 more by the end 
’ df the year. -- “We’re on a fast-growth curve,” 
kcConnell said. “What we have 
here is a highly concentrated 
pool of good technological equip- 
ment and people.” 

Wooten said he and his partner 
. 

Rick McConnell, president and 

equipment at favorable rates, and we’re going beyond ourdrearns. 
we have a highly qualified work We’ve got a product that is very 
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e DOE starts 
bid process 
for Mound 
TIm Associated Press 
. MIAMISBURG - Community 

leaders and concerned citizens 
a re  embracing a pledge by the 

. federal gr.verr.ment to quickly 
clean up radioactive waste a t  the 

.Mound nuclear weapons plant.. 
Sharon Cowdrey, head of a citi- 

' zens' group that has pushed for 
cleanup, said she was "thrilled. 

T o  think that somebody niight 
have put a' fence up and walked 
away and let it migrate all over 
the .. place; it . was a ,  scary 
thoughtl!l.she said.. 

The :cleanup .entered. a new 
phase Tuesday -when the US. 
Department of Energy an- 
nounced it was taking bids for a. 

The US. Department of Ener- 
;gy said i t  .expects the cleanup, 
.which will take 'about nine 

. $500 million contract. 
c 

years, will make the 306-acre 
site suitable for commercial de- 
velopment. Earlier, the depart- 
ment had estimated cleanup 
would take 20 years. . 

"Incentives here will be tied di- 
rectly to finishing up and getting 
out in a hurry," Energy Secre- 
dry Hazel O'Leary said during a 
teleconference beamed to the 
Mound site. 

The new contractor will re- 
place EG&G Mound Applied 
Technologies Inc., which has op- 
erated the plant since 1988. 
EG&G announced last year it 
would not seek renewal of its 
cgntract. 

Radioactive material was 
used at  Mound to produce trig- 
gers for nuclear weapons. Over 
the years, emissions of radioac- 
tive tritium and plutonium 
seeped into the soil and 
groundwater. 

Energy Department officials 
estimated that 10 percent to 15 
percent of the site has been 
cleaned up so far. 
. We're paying people to finish 
this job," Robert DeGrasse, di- 

lector of the department's office 
of worker transition, said at a 
Mound new8 conference. "Their 
fee will be directly tied to perfor- 
mance. " 

DeGrasse said the contract is 
designed to attract companies 
with new technologies that can 
be used to clean up the site 
quickly and safely. 

He also said the Energy De- 
partment will begin negotiating 
the sale of Mound to Miamis- 
burg so the site will be avail- 
able for commercial develop- 
ment sooner. Several private 
companies employing a total of 
'about 100 workers have al- 
ready begun operations there. 

Miamisburg Mayor Dick 
Church said the new contract 
will promote economic develop- 
ment of the site. 

"It encourages the contractor 
to work with the community to 
create these jobs," said Church. 
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MIAMISBURG MOUND 

By Timothy R. Gaffney 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

The Mound plant‘s security guards have done 
something almost unimaginable: They’ve put away 
their guns. 

The U.S. Department of Energy plant in Mianlis- 
burg was a heavily guarded, highly secret nuclear 
weapons facility when it started operations in 1947. 
Tall fences, razor wire and wary guards with auto- 
matic weapons were part of the scenery for nearly 
half a century. 

But all that‘s changed. Mound no longer has the 
special nuclear materials that once earned it a 
Level I or Level 11 rating in DOE’S four-level secu- 
rity ranking system. Those levels authorized 
deadly use of force by security guards. 

Disarming those guards symbolizes the plant‘s 
ongoing transition from a highly classified “Cold 
War” operation t 3 a private facility. Another step 
in that transition tookplace Tuesday when Energy 
Department officials opened bidding from contrac- 
tors to decontaminate the plant and prepare it for 
redevelopment within 10 years. . 

Dan L. Baker, security manager for operator 
EG&G Mound Applied Technologies Inc., said 
downgrading Mohd’s security complies with fed- 
eral regulations. “It was the right thing to do,” he 
said. 

The plant still possesses radioactive tritium and 
plutonium-238, but neither can be made into 
bpmbs. 

Baker emphasized that Mound still maintains 
tight security on individual buildings. 
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UHM Corp, forms team for DOE contract to clean up 
Mound 

Findlay, Ohio-based OHM 
Corporation recently announced 

* that it has formed a team for the 
Department of Energy Ohio 
Field Office procurement solici- 
tation for the contract to clean 
up and restore the Mound site. 

In making the announcement, 
James L. Kirk, OHM president, 
chairman and chief executive 
officer, said, “We are leading 
the effort to capture this contract 
because the requirements for 

. supporting the DOE-Ohio at the 
.Mound match up with the pri- 
b,mary focus of OHM: site 
cleanup. 

This isn’t OHM’S first time in 
amisburg. During the 1986 9 ain derailment, it provided on- 

site treatment of the phosphorus 
-.spill. 

Kirk said OHM also appreci- 
ates the economic development 
challenges Mianisburg is expe- 
riencing since Findlay, OHM’S 
corporate headquarters town, 

. faced a similar challenge when 
its largest employer moved its 
headquarters from Findlay. 

“We have successfully lived 
through the transition required 
to expand the economic base in 
Findlay and are committed to 
providing corporate support that 

. benefits the business, education- 
al and cultural environment for 
our employees and our neigh- 
bors,” Kirk said. 

“For the Mound contract,” he 
added, “we have carefully 
assembled a team comprised of 

e brightest people and the best a) mpanies that can productively 
and reliably serve the DOE in 
mnsitioning a clean Mound site 
to the Miamisburg community.” 

In making the announcement, 
Kirk said he has selected 
Richard T. French, with 21 years 
of DOE experience, to be 
OHM’S site project manager. 
OHM Remediation Services 

Corp. currently has a 
Miamisburg operation managing 
remediation contracts at Wright- 
Patterson Air Force Base and 
cleanup projects for several pri- 
vate sector firms in the tri-state 
area. 

With 27 years experience and 
the completion of approximately 
30,000 projects, OHM provides 
a broad range of treatment tech- 
nologies to clean up hazardous 
waste sites through more than 
30 offices nationwide. The com- 
pany’s public sector client base 
includes the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, the U.S. Departments 
of the Navy and the Air Force, 
the U.S. EPA and work at U.S. 
Department of Energy facilities, 
as well as private sector clients 
in the petroleum, chemical, 
transportation and general man- 
ufacturing industries. 
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LOCAL CONTRIBUTION 

0 Moundvitd 
in explokation 
F Locally built heat 
sources and generators 
have been on spacecraft 
sent into space. 

By Timothy R. Gaffney 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS , 

. I  

The search for life on Mars has 
been supported in a small but 
vital way by scientists and engi- 
neers at the Mound plant in 
Miamisburg. 

Since the 196Os, 'Mound-built 
heat sources and generators 
have been on spacecraft sent to 
the moon, Mars and the outer 

i planets. These devices use the . 
heat given off by;radioactive i 

' plutonium-238 to warm space- 
.craft comgnents or generate 

. electrical power. 
Heat sources kept the instru- i 

.mentssnd batteries of the Viking 
,robot landers warm through i 
years of fkigid Marti<m nights 
from 1975 through 1982, said . 
Ernest Johnson, a retired Moun/l 
consultant who worked.on the 1 
Viking heat-source program. 

While the Viking landers fail 

Mars as the origin of 

to frnd life, they returned data 
that helped scientists identify 

found in Antarctica. Now somq 
scientists believe one of those 
meteorites contains signs 

dence. . 

rover fo be 

1 

1 
i 

Three one-watt heat sourc 

. rover: will run on batteries 1 
recharged by a solar panel, put it 
wouldn't s d v e  the first lfar- 
tian night without the Moqnd- 
built heaters to keep them warm, 
Johnson said. With the heat 

0 

Martian surface at least seven . 
days, and possibly up to 30. , 

Mound also assembled and 
tested the plutonium-fueled . 
radioisotope thermoelectric gen-. 
erators 4 e d  RTGs for short,, 
- that provide electrical power 
for the Galileo spacecraft orbit-!. 
ing Jupiter and the sun-orbiting 
Ulysses spacecraft. It's also pre. ' 
paring an RTG to power the l r *  

Cassini spacecraft to Saturn. ' * 

The Department of Energy is 
phasing out its work at Mound 
and has announced plans to . 
vacate the site by the year 2005. - 
But the RTG program appears to- 
be staying for the foreseeable 
future. 

soukes, he said, the rover: 
should be able to amble over the 

. 
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Burg breaks ground for new aquatic 
cenfer a 

0 
. .  . 

by STEVE SANDLIN 

’ of teamwork, according to.City 
: Manager John Weithofer. :-- ’ . . 

Groundbreaking .ceremonies 
for the new’ family aquatic .ten- 
ter and new park development 
on. a 41 -acre site at the comer of 
.Heincke and and Maue roads. 
The construction will include a 
zero depth entry pool, eight lane 
lap pool, diving well with one 

- . mi  meter diving .board, .two .giant. 
water slides, water play and 
spray features, wet sand play 
area, sand volleyball courts, 
concession area, family chang- 
ing rooms, colorful shaded 
areas called “fun-brellas,” 
lounge chairs and grass turf 
sunbathine areas. two tennis 

. .. . -. . . . .-. 
!courts, one .basketball court, 1 .  ’ Weithofer said he awoke the 

. .  

‘community.” 
He said a new aquatic. center 

is a dream he has held for the 
:city since 1992. Weithofer said 
he was workingon the-budget 

.I. ‘in the fall . . of . .  - that . year at. home, 
his papers spread out across the 
dining r d m  table. He was dis- 
cussing the merits of repairing 
the old pool versus the construc- 

daughter. 

: the mayor, city staff members as 
’ well as the. hired professionals 
I and citizens for helping make 

the dream come true. He gave a 
lot of credit to Recreation 
Director Becky Benna. 

-~ . - -~ ~- - _.-- .. ~ ____.. 

“Becky came to us seeking a 
. challenge and we gave her one,” 

said Weithofer. “We hired her 
, tion of a new pool with his , with this project in mind and 



MVCTC ... 
(Continued from Page 5) 

include the addition of construc- 
tion trades such as carpentry and 
I1c;ilinz and air  conditioning in 
the fa l l  of 1997. and the addition 
of tool and di'e and machine 
trades i'n the fall of 1998. 

"We are right on schedule." 
said Carol Gellner of MVCTC. 

The classes will be laced in the 
high school's north, or industrial 
arts, wing. 

Space is currently available to 
house the classes and the cen- 
tralized location will aid in shar- 
ing of resources, Dr. Gellner 
said. 

"It was important to have them 
together because of economy of 
equipment," she explained. All 
three tech prep programs will 
share the computer lab and net- 
working system. 

3 



she is  the best reorention direc- - tor and project director I have 
ever worked w i t h . ”  

The aquatic center is sched- 
uled to be completed i n  time for 

~Ieniorial Day opening next 
($inn. The design team for the 

project is Matrix Architects, 
Water Techno 1 o g y and , Lei sure 
Concepts & Design and the con- 
struction contractor is Fryman- 
Kuck. 

POTENTIAL RELEASE 
SITE PACKAGE 

Restoration 

”This will  be a gathering 
place for citizens of all ages,” 
said .Mayor Dick Church. ‘’And, 
i f  rhe voters approve. a new; 
recreation center will be another! 
c m a t  way for the community to 
vrow.‘’ 

WCHS to . 

house- new 
0 vo-ed: site 
- 

by SUSAN CARROLL 
Staff Writer ’ 

West Carrollton High School 
will house the proposed SOUIIi 
vocational campus for t h t  
Miami Valley Careei- 
Technology Center, thanks to ar, 
agreement between thc tW(J  
school districts. 

The agreement comes on’the 
heels of an “eleventh-hour” 
interruption of a proposed south 
satellite at the Mound complex. 
State and federal Environmental 
Protection agencies and the 
Department of Energy called a 

(Continued on Page 5) 

*MVCTC ... 

The following potential release site (PRS) package will be available for public 
review in the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, 
Ohio beginning August 15, 1996. Public comment will be accepted on these 
package from August 15, 1996 through September 16, 1996. 

Questions can be referred to Mound’s Community Relations at (5 13) 865-4 140. 

(Continued from Page 1) 
halt to the proposition in. July 

“The bureaucratic wheels fell 
off the educational wagon,” said 
MVCTC superintendent Dr. 
Dale Baughman during a special 
Aug. 6 meeting of the West 
Carrollton Board of Education. 
Persistence resulted in a two- 

year agreement between the 
career center and the West 
Carrollton district to house more 
than 50 students who have 
signed u p  for classes for the 
1996-97 school year. 
“We could have sat back and 

said ‘It’s not going to happen’,’’ 
said West Carrollton board 
member Mark Landers. Instead, 
students from seven local dis- 
tricts - West Carrollton, 
Miamisburg, Valley View, 
Carlisle, Oakwood, Centerville 
and Kettering - will have a place 
to study, at least temporarily. 

“We have an agreement that 
G t h  sides are fine with,” said 
West Carrollton acting superin- 
tendent Doug Roby. 
The agreement calls for the high 
school to host three tech prep 

- 
the space used, provide certified 
instructors, and provide text- 
books, supplies and portable 
equipment required for instruc- 
tion. 
The agreement lasts from Aug. 

27’ through the end of the 1997- 
98 school year. The lease may 
be shortened by one year or 
extended for additional years, 
according to the agreement. 

It also calls for the MVCTC’s 
first consideration of West 
Carrollton as the site of the 
south satellite once expansion 
classes are added. 

Plans for the fvst year call for 
West Carrollton to house three 
programs, allied health, comput- 
er support and electrical engi- 
neering. Expansion plans 

(Continued on Page 12) 

L .  

pJograms w& _the Io-cal-district- .- - following-nearly -two-years of--- - -to provide classroom facilities, 
installation of telephone lines discussion to establish a more c@ convenient vocational education and increased administrative and 
custodial support as needed. center for MVCTC’s southern 

The MVCTC will pay rent on districts. 
Classes are scheduled to begin 

Aug. 27. 

. - __  - - __ __  - - - - ~ - 
- -  

_ _  - 
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&RqALDPLAHT c. . 

&The Department of 
fj~etgy will use them to 
&ermine a use for the 
former uranium plant. 

:CINCINNATI (AP) - The U.S. 
Department of Energy p i d  Tues- 
day it has formed a citizens panel 
to provide advice about commu- 
aity concerns and possible uses 
for the land at the former Fernald 
uranium’processing plant. 

The 19-member group, to be 

Reuse Organization, also is 
recommendations about 
do with excess equip- 

how to help the com- 

as cleanup at the 
The cleanup is 

of the cleanup depends on 
Cor&ess annually approving 

the work.. 
cWilliams, superinten- 

t&e plant is located, will 
the ’Ross school district, 

. .  

be the panel’s chairman. McWill- 
iams said a priority will be rec- 
ommending how the government 
can reduce the economic impact 
of closure at the site. 

Formation of the group was 
recommended by Maria Kreppel, 
a University of Cincinnati sci- 
ence professor who spent four 
months meeting with community 
activists to find potential group 
members. 

The group is to meet Saturday 
to tour the plant. Its first formal 
meeting is to take place in Octo- 
ber. 
. The panel is modeled after a 

Fernaldcitizens task force the 
Energy Department set up three 
years ago to advise it on long- 
term plans for the site. It recom- 
mended that the site not be used 
for agricultural or residential 
purposes. 

The task force will continue to 
operate. It is examining otl-ier 
issues, including’transportation 
of radioactive wastes from the 
site, Energy Department spokes- 
man Gary Stegner said Tuesday. 

The Fernald plant processed 
uranium for the government‘s 
production elsewhere of nuclear 
weapons from 1951 until July 
1989.. . 

’ 

want to get somethirig off your chest? 
Call us and make your point in 30 
seconds. CommentsGon regional and 
state issues especially welcomed. 

Call 4634636, then 1015 
b Re the Mokd  nuclear plant: Even 

iwt have many Department of Energy 
ple there. There were about eight 1B es as many DOE people there during 

the kleanup. When the budget cuts are 
made, instead of reducing the number of 
DPE people, they reduce the number of 
woykers and delay the cleanup. 

during peak production periods, we 

.- 

to and 
West Carrollton 
chosen for site 
By Cathy Mong 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

Dale Bautjhp+k superintendent of the 
Montgomery Cohty  Career Technology 
Center, sighed with relief last week after 
wringing his hands only a month ago. . 

A south satellite for the center, origi- 
nally planned for the Mound facility in 
Miamisburg, has been relocated to West 
Carrolltbn High School. 

The U.S. Department of Energy put the 
brakes on the Mound project days before 
renovation was to begin in July. 

West Carrollton’s Board of Education 
last week approved locating the south sat- 
ellite in three classrooms in the north 
wing of the high schooL 

A total of 44 students have signed up for 
courses in the fields of allied health, 
computer-support technology and electri- 
cal engineering. Students from Miamis- 
burg, West Carrollton, Valley View and 
Carlisle school districts are taking advan: 
tage of the program. 

The Centerville and Kettering-Moraine 
districts, which are not members of the 
technology district, could pay tuition for 
students they enroll, Baughman said. 

“I feel positive after the first false start,” 
he said. 

West Carrollton Acting Superintendent 
Douglas Roby said a south satellite is nec- 
essary because students from south subur- 
ban schools are under-represented at the 
main campus on Hoke Road in Englewood. 

“We’re a long way from the (career 
. center),” Roby said, “We’ve felt if there , 

was something more centrally located we 
could get more students involved in these 
courses that they’ll need to get along in . 
the work world.” 

The career center will lease three class- 
rooms from West Carrallton at a cost of 
about $2O,OOO to $W,OOO. Next year an addi- 
tional 3,000 square feet will be added. 

- 

SE.E SATELLITE/3 



Saturday, Aug. 17, 1996 

Mound cleanup group 
awarded $50,000 

The Associated Press 

MIAMISBURG - The U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency has awarded $50,000 to 
a citizens group that plans to 
monitor cleanup of the Mound 
nuclear weapons plant. 

The grant to the Miamisburg 
Environmental Safety & Health 
group will help allow it to hire 
an adviser to interpret technical 
data and act as a liaison be- 
tween the group and the EPA. 

Mound produced triggers for 
nuclear weapons. 

. The Middletown Journal 
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MOUND 
n 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
CQMMENT PERIOD 

Prqrarn 

The Department of Energy has released two documents for public comment. 
Citizens are encouraged to review the documents at the CERCLA Public Reading 
Room in the Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 Central Ave., Miamisburg, 
Ohio. Comments on these documents will be accepted from August 21, 1996, 
through September 20, 1996. 

Comments on these documents and any questions can be referred to Mound Conmunil). 
Relations, P.O. Box 3000, Miamisburg, OH 45343-3000; (513) 865-4140. . 

* MOUND PLANT 

SITE PACKAGE 
Notice of Public Review Period 

POTENTIAL RELEASE 'u 

I 
Restoration Program 

The following potential release site (PRS) package will be'available for public 
review in the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, 
Ohio beginning August 15, 1996. Public comment wiII be accepted on these 
package from August 15, 1996 through September 16, 1996. 

Questions can be referred to Mound's Community Relations at (513) 865-4140. 



THE MIAMISBURGIWEST CARROLLTON NEWS 

__ - .. .- . .. August 21. 1996 

a 
MESH gets U.S. EPA grant 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Region 5 has recently awarded $50,000 to a local 
citizen’s group, Miamisburg Environmental Safety 
& Health (MESH). 

This is an amendment to MESH’S existing tech- 

nical assistance grant awarded in 1993. The grant 
provides funds to hire a technical advisor for the 
Mound Plant Superfund Site in Miamisburg. The 
advisor interprets technical data for MESH and 
acts as a liaison between the group and the EPA. 
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Radioactive waste silos 
Two of Fernald’s four silos contain radium and 
waste. The two K-65 silos (foreground) leaked 

they were reinforced with earth berms and sealed. 

The Cincinnati EnquiredMichael E. Keating 

BY TIM BONFIELD 
The Cincinnati Enquirer 

HARRISON - People who lived 
and worked ior many years near 
the Fernald uranium processing 
plant have an above-average risk of 
developing lung cancer, according 
to a landmark study released 
Thursday. 

For the first time in the troubled 
45-year history of Fernald, a gov- 
ernment-sponsored study confirms 
what some citizens have suspected 
all along - that living near the 
plant could have made people sick. 

In looking at nine hypothetical 
scenarios based on how long people 
lived near the plant and how far 
they were from it, researchers re- 
ported that some neighbors may 
have been exposed to three times 
as much radiation as normal back- 
ground levels. 

In the worst-case scenario, the 
odds. of dying from cancer rose 
from 20 percent. to 22.5 percent, an 
increase of 12.5 percent. 

“There. .is a risk of cancer, al- 
__-- ..most entirely lung cancer, for all. 

scenarios,’’ the study states. .“For 
the scenarios with the greatest ex- 

.. posures, the risks are by no means 
nzgligible.” 

The  biggest surprise of.  the 
study ‘was that. the main health 
threat does not appear to be the 

‘Health impact of siios 
.b The$ilos Were .the major source of 

. radon emission~frgq%Femald,Radiun. . 
‘ -.wastes inside the3los decayed m~radon .  

A ‘study for the, Centers !or qisease’don: 
trol and Prevention concludes that nddri, 
which leaked during the 1960s and ’70% 
increased the lung cancer risk for some 
long-term residents closest to Femald. 

(Please see FERNALD, 
Page AS) 

Key findings 
b Above-average lung cancer 
risk for people who lived near 
Fernald for many years. Some 
residents were exposed to 
three times normal background 
radiation levels. 
b Worst-case cancer odds: 
22.5 percent compared with a 
20 percent national average. 
b Radon gas, not uranium dust, 
was cited as the main health 
risk - even for people who 
may have ingested uranium 
by drinking well water. 
b Nine hypothetical scenarios 
allow residents to estimate their 
potential exposures. 

An ‘Ohio Department of 
Health report shows Hamitton 
County’s cancer rate is higher 
than the state average, . 
although the state’s rate is 
below the U.S. averagdA8 

Residents’ emotions 
include no surprise 
BY BEN L. KAUFMAN 
The Cincinnati Enquirer 

HARRISON - Fernald neigh- 
bors reacted with anxiety and relief 
Thursday afternoon when they fi- 
nally received independent confir- 
mation of their long-held fears. 

They learned that radon gas and 
uranium emissions from the urani- 
um processing plant raised their 
risks of dying of cancer. But they 
also heard the risks were minimal 
unless they lived downwind. 

The study “tells me we did the 
right thing,’’ said Lisa Crawford, 
head of the community group Fer- 
nald Residents for Environmental 
Safety and Heale. “There is an 
increase of cancer in this communi- 
ty.” (Please see RESIDENTS, 

Mrs. Crawford and others thank- Page A8) 

ed the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, as well as John Till, 
president of Radiological Assess- 
ments Corp., for the research and 
Thursday’s report. 

More than 100 residents and 
plant workers attended afternoon 
and evening meetings where the 
study’s findings were presented. 

Edwa Yocurn, who also lives near 
the closed plant, said the CDC 
repcrrt confirmed what she had 
studied for more than 10 years: 
there is a pattern of cancer and 
other life-threatening diseases near 
Fernald that can only be explained 
by airborne contamination and the 
drinking of tainted water. 

Norma Nungester, who lived 
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higher near plant 
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\@NTINUED FROM PAGE A 1  

thousands of tons of uranium dust 
emitted from the plant. Instead, ra- 
don gas vented from the K-65.stor- 
age silos at Fernald accounts for at 
least 70 percent of the neighbors’ 
radiation exposure. 

The $4 d o n ,  six-year study was 
conducted by Radiological Assess- 
ment Corp., an independent group of 
scientists k e d  by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). 

“I thmk a lot of people thought 
that uranium was going to be a 
major, major problem, but it wasn’t. 
We found that radon released to the 
air was the most important pathway 
to exposure,” said John Till, lead 
scientist for the study and president 
of Radiological Assessment Corp. 

The study also might surprise 
scientists who have doubted for years 
that chronic, lowdose exposure to 
radiation poses any health risk. Some 
of the findings might cause officials to 
rethink health and occupational stan- 
dards for radiation exposure, said 

‘chael Sage, deputy chief of radia- 
n studies for the CDC. 
“I think the scientific community 

will find these results striking,” Mr. 
Sage said. 

The Fernald plant processed ura- 
nium for America’s nuclear weapons 
industry from 1951 through 1988. In 
1989, the plant shut down and was 
converted to an environmental clean- 
up project. 

The Fernald Dosimetry Recon- 
struction Project took the most com- 
prehensive look to date at what kinds 
of radioactive materials were r e  
leased’from the plant. Researchers 
used production records, weather da- 
ta and models of how the body 
absorbs radiation to “reconstruct” 
radiation exposures. 

To help people understand how 
they may have been affeqted, the 
study estimates risk for nine h p  
thetical scenarios based on how long 
paple.lived near the plant, and at 
what distance. 

The study is limited to a 6.2-mde 
radius (10 kilometers) surrounding 
Fernald. The scenarios involve p 

e living near the plant for 13 to 38 
s. Other factors included wheth- ,Q1- people worked, went to school, or 

ate a lot of food grown near the plant. 
In the worstcase scenario - a 

50-year-old woman growing up on a 
farm just downwind of Fernald - 
the lifetime odds of developAg lung 

a 

cancer r z g e  from 20.7 percent to 
29.4 percent. The average national 
risk is 20 percent. 

An above-average risk was iden- 
tified in all nine scenarios. 
’ The report traces the most dan- 
gerous health risk to the K-65 silos, 
where more than 20 million pounds 
of radium-laced waste are stored. 

The releases of radiation were 
high because the radon gas was 
allowed to escape through open vents 
in the silos una 1979, when the 
vents were sealed, Mr. Till said. 
Since then, the emissions have plum- 
meted. 
In addition, about 340 tons of 

uranium were released to the air. 
While the radioactivity of the ura- 
nium appeared to pose no health risk, 
the metal‘s toxicity heightened the 
risk of kidney disease for two of the 
nine scenarios in the study. 

When ingested, uranium particles 
tend to accumulate in the kidney, 
researchers said. 

Some who have been critical of 
Fernald ope-r@ions for years .. . prai*d 
the latest findings. 

“It’s a total validation,” said Lisa 
Crawford, head of the community 
group Fernald Residents for Environ- 
mental Safety and,Health FRESH). 
“It’s about time.” 

Stanley M. Chesley, who won a 
$78 million settlement for neighbors 
and a $15 million settlement for 
workers in separate class-action law- 
suits, also said he felt “vindicated.” 

“Had the FRESH group not come 
forward . . . had‘ this not been 
brought forward in litigation, there 
would have been no reason to con- 
duct the dose reconstruction study,” 
Mr. Chesley said. “It would have 
been buried forever.’’ 

Neither of those lawsuits was 
based on actual. cases of cancer 
caused by radiation at Fernald. Nor, 
did either settlement preclude indi- 
viduals from making such claims. 

Thursday’s study.may open the 
door to new litigation by affected 
neighbors and workers, Mr. Chesley. 
said. 

While the study confjrms a lung 
cancer risk for neighbors, it does not 
support claims that the plant caused 
birth defkts, thyroid disease and 
other rare tumors and diseases. 
. The study also makes no attempt 

to estimate how many people might 
have developed lung. canm from 
living near the plant. That task re- 
quires an epidemiological study. De- 

What’s next? 
b The draft Fernald Do- 

simetry Reconstruction Proj- 
ect will be offered for com- 
ment from other scientists 
and the public. 
b A citizens‘ Fernald 

Health Effect Subcommittee 
meets Sept. 4 and 5 to dis- 
cuss the study. The National 
Academy of Sciences re- 
views the study Sept. 19. 

b The U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven- 
tion (CDC) will conduct fur- 
ther research this year to es- 
timate an overall risk to the 
population near Fernald. 
b The CDC also plans to 

decide by early 1997 wheth- 
er to conduct a more 
in-depth epidemiological 
study that would estimate 
how many people developed 
Fernald-related cancer. 
b The Fernald study may 

serve as a model for other 
dose reconstruction studies 
under way at other nuclear 
weapons sites, including Sa- 
vannah River and Rocky 

. Flats. 
b More litigation is possi- 

ble. The study gives ammu- 
nition to residents and work- 
ers who claim Fernald made 
them sick. 

b Cleanup of the K-65 
silos may become more 
complicated. The silos are 
sealed now. Opening them 
to treat or transport the 
waste could create new risks 
to residents. 

- Tim Bonfield 

Ending on its complexity, such 
study could cost a few hundred thou- 
sand dollars or more than $10 mil- 
lion, said Mr. Sage of the CDC. 

Whether the results of the d&e 
reconstruction study jus@ the mts 
of another study is up to community 
and political leaders to decide, Mr. 
Sage said. 



Residents: None surprised 
CONTINUED FROM P.4GE A1 

about 2 miles from the plant for 23 
years and recently moved, said, “It 

pretty much what we expected. 
got a lot of exposure and the 

on’s bad.” 
On the other hand, Dick Argo, 

who lived in nearby New Baltimore, 
said, “I’m feeling better about me 
personally getting contaminated.” 

CDC scientists said that Mr. Argo 
had lived in areas where airborne 
contamination was minimal and that 
there was tittle chance that uranium- 
contaminated water, in which he 
swam, would have hurt him. Howev- 
er, the scientists confirmed he had 
been repeatedly exposed to radon 
when he worked at  Fernald. “I got 

nailed,” Mr .. . k g  o grumped when he 
left the afternoon meeting. 

Sen. John Glenn, who initiated the 
study six years ago, said the report 
confirmed suspicions that people liv- 
ing near the site during its opera- 
tiong were at  higher risk of lung 
cancer. 

After the public sessions ended, 
James Smith, chief of CDC’s radia- 
tion studies branch, said he was 
pleased with the outcome. 

He said that Fernald area resi- 
dents “have been fantastic in their 
dedication to makmg the study work 
over the past six years.” 

B.G. G r e g  contributed to this report. 

How scientists reconstructed radiation exposures 
To help people understarid their possible exposure, researchers used nine hypothetical scenarios estimating the can- 
cer risk based on where people lived, worked and went to school. Other key factors included how long people lived in 

Scenarios 1 the area, their dietary habits and historical weather patterns. The average national lifetime cancer risk is 20 percent. 
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(realistic maximum inhalation 

exposure - northeast of site) 
,Home location: Within 1 miie (1.7 kilome- 
ier) of site center on Ohio 126. 
b Direction: Northeast sector 
b Date of birth and sex: Jan. 1,1946; female 
b Years exposed to Fernald releases: 38 

ased cancer risk 2.4!W0 m ary: Lived her entire life at family 
farm northeast of site. Attended Ross 
schools, carried pregnancy to term 1964-65. 
Consumed 50 percent of vegetables from 
local garden, 50 percent of fish from Great 
Miami River, 50 percent of beef and poultry 
from local sources, 100 percent of eggs from 
local source, and 100 percent of milk from 
local source. Used no contaminated water for 
drinking or irrigation. 

storage silos - west of the site) 
,Home location: Within 1.2 miles 
(2 kilometers) of site center to west of 
Paddy’s Run Road. 
b Direction: West sector. 
b !late of birth and sex: Jan. 1,1951; male. 
,Years exposed to Feinald releases: 38. 
b Increased cancer risk: 1.74% 
,Summary: Lived entire life at family farm. 
Attended Ross schools: worked in Hamilton 
as adult: consumed 50 percent of vegetables 
from local garden, 50 percent of poultry from 
local source. 100 percent of eggs from local 
source; 100 percent of milk from local source; 
and irrigated garden with water from Paddy’s 
.Run Creek. 

(ingestion of uranium-contami- 
naled well water - south of the site) 
b Home location: Wflhin 1.2 miles 

eters) of site center to the south. 
ion: South sector. 

,Years exposed to Fernald releases: 38. 
b Increased cancer risk 1 .2OYO 
b Summary: Lived his entire life at family 
farm south of the site. Attended Ross 
schools: worked at local dairy as adult con- 
sumed 50 percent of vegetables from local 
garden, 50 percent of poultry from local 
source, 100 percent of eggs from local 
source: 100 percent of milk from local source; 
and obtained drinking and irrigation water 
from a well with elevated levels of uranium 
from the site. 

(realistic average inhalation 
exposure from 1960 to 1988 - in Ross) 
,Home location: 2.4 miles (4 kilometer$ 
from site center in Ross. 
b Direction: East northeast sector. 
b Date of birth and sex: July 15,1960: 
female. 
,Years exposed to Femald releases: 18. 
,Increased cancer rid: 0.81% 
,Summary: Was raised and attended . 
schools in Ross. Left area after high school in 
1978. While living near Fernald, consumed 10 
percent of vegetables from local garden, 10 
percent of eggs from local source, and 10 
percent of milkfrom local dairy. 

(resident close to K-65 radium 

(e b eofbirthandsexJan. 1,1951;male. 

‘ 

(realistic low exposure who 
worked outside area -north of site) 
,Home location: Near Lavnign. 5 miles (8 
kilometers) north of  sire center. 
,Direction: North sector. 
b Date of birth and sex: Jan. 1,1951 ; male. 
fi Years exposed to Fernald releases: 38. 
,Increased cancer risk: 0.29% 
,Summary: Attended Morgan Elementary 
School, and Ross middle and high schools. 
As adult, worked in Hamilton. Consumed no 
food produced or grown locally. 

-(garden irrigated with Great 
Miami River water -- southeast of site). 
,Home location: 1.9 miles (3 kilometers) 
from site center on the river. 
,Direction: East southeast sector. 
,Date of birth and sex: Jan. 1,1946; temale. 
,Years exposed to Fernald releases: 38. 
blncreased cancer risk: 1.21% 
,Summary: Attended Ros; schools anci lived 
entire life atfamily farm. Carried pregnancy tc 
term 1964-65. Consumed 50 percent of veg- 
etables from local garden. 50 percent offish 
from the river, 50 peicent of beef and poultry 
from local sources, 100 percent of her eggs 
from local source and 100 percent of rnilk from 
local dairy. Used water f ro r  Ihe Great Miami 
River to irrigate garden. 

-(garden irrigated with Great 
Miami River water farther trom site - 
south of site) 
,Home location: 6.2 miles (10 kilometers) 
south of site center in Miamitown on Great 
Miami River. 
,Direction: South sector. 

b Date of birth and sex: Jan. 1,1951 : male. 
,Years exposed to Fernald releases: 38. 
,Increased cancer risk: 0.30% 
,Summary: Attended schools in Ross ana 
:vorked in Miamitown after graduarion. Con- 
sumed 50 percent of vegetables from local 
garden. 50 percent of fish from river, 50 per- 
cent of poultry from local sources, 10 percent 
of eggs from a local source, and 10 percent of 
milk from local dairy. Used water from Great 
Miami River to irrigate garden. 

-(exposure from 1975 to 1988 as 
a child in Ross) 
,Home location: 2.5 miles (4 kilometers) 
from site center in Ross. 
b Direction: East northeast sector. 
b Date of birth and sex: Jan. 1.1970: male. 
,Years exposed to Fernald releases: 13. 
,Increased cancer risk: 0.27% 
,Summary: Moved with his family from out 
of state to Ross in 1975. Attended Ross 
schools and Consumed 10 percent of vegeta- 
bles from local garden, 10 percent of eggs 
from !oca1 source, and 10 percent of milk 
from local dairy. 

6.2 miles away - northeast of site) 
,Home location: Near Ohio 128 to the 
northeast, 6.2 miles nort3 of site center. 
Direction: Northeast sector. 
b Date of birth and sex: Jan. 1,1951; male. 
,Years exposed to Fernald releases: 18. 
blncreased cancer risk: 0.57% 
,Summary: Attended Ross schools and left 
area after high school graduation. Consumed 
no food produced or grown locally. 

(attended school in Ross; lived 

How radioactive materials reached people 
While there were various ways people living near the Femald ste were exposed to radioactive 
materials, a new Centers for Disease Control and Prevention study shows that exposure 
to airborne releases- particularly radon from waste storage silos-was the most important 
pathway affecting the health of Fernald residents. 

Disease Control and Preventio, 

5 The Cincinnati Enc 
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Local cancer rate exceeds state, study 
says 
B b A N A  DiFILIPPO ’ 

The Cincinnati Enquirer 
Hamilton County’s cancer rate 

outpaces the rest of Ohio, although 
the state’s rate is 9 percent below 
the national average, according to a 
state-commissioned study released 
Thursday. 

The report, by the Ohio Depart- 
ment of Health, offered no clues 
about the cause of the disparity and 
drew no conclusions about cause. 

But experts  think Hamilton 
County’s medical expertise may 
make diagnosis better for residents 
here than in more rural areas. Envi- 
ronmental and lifestyle factors, 
such as diet, exercise and smoking, 
’also may contribute to the higher 
rate, they say. 

The report was,part of the Ohio 
Cancer Incidence Surveillance Sys- 
tem, created in 1992 by state law- 
makers to improve gathering of 
cancer statistics and target trouble 
areas in the state. Under the sys- 
tem, all of Ohio’s 199 hospitals, its 

Veterans Administration hospi- 
nd 387 oncologists must re- b cancer cases upon diagnosis. 

The history 
of Fernald 
Mareh 1951: Atomic Energy Com- 
mission announces $30 million plan to 
build a uranium ore refinery at Fernald 
Station in Crosby Township. The loa- 
tion was selected in part because the 
site was considered safe from enemy 
attack. AEC says the plant will involve 
no hazardous operations. 

March 19% Production begins. 

1962: Cuban mis- 
sile crisis brings 
Soviet Union and 
United States - led 
by President 

.Kennedy - to the 
brink of nuclear 
war. Production at 
Fernald soars. 

John Kennedy Employment peaks 
above 3,000 workers, then declines to 
as low as 1,300 workers. 

According to the study, 49,233 
new cases of cancer were diagnosed 
among Ohioans in 1992, a rate of 
380.4 cases for every 100,000 peo- 
ple. Fifty-three percent ‘were men; 
47 percent, women. 

The national rate was 419.9 
cases per 100,000 people. 

Lung cancer was the most com- 
mon cancer among Ohioans,. with 
7,690 cases, or 16 percent of the 
total cases, reported. Colon and 
rectal cancer came iri second, with 
13 percent. 

Hamilton County - along with 
the other largely metropolitan 
counties of Lucas (Toledo), Mont- 
gomery (Dayton), Franklin (Colum- 
bus), Cuyahoga (Cleveland) - had 
a significantly higher incidence of 
cancer. So did the more rural coun- 
ties of Miami, Perry and Muskin- 
gum- 

The findings were hardly a sur- 
prise to Cincinnati health providers, 
who had known for years that can- 
cer - the second-leading cause of 
death in America - is common in 
Hamilton County. 

“There’s always been specula- 
tion about why our incidence is so 

high,” said Dr: Judith Daniels, med- 
ical director of the Cincinnati 
Health Department. 

Some have blamed lifestyle, such 
as more people smoking and eating 
fatty foods. Others suggest environ- 
mental causes, such as air pollution, 
or occupational origins, such as 
large groups of people working with 
cancer-causing materials. 

But some warned that the study 
shouldn’t lull residents into relief. 

“This is a new data system,” 
said Dr. Ralph Buncher, professor 
of biostatistics and epidemiology at 
the University of Cincinnati’s Col- 
lege of Medicine. “This is the very 
first record, so we’re not yet sure 
how accurate it is.” 

And Robert  Indian, chief of 
chronic and environmental disease 
sunieillance at the Ohio Depart- 
ment of Health, agreed that the 
study may reflect some underre- 
porting. Pathology laboratories and 
outpatient cancer centers are some 
providers that weren’t - but will 
be - required to report. _. . 

1970s: With decades-worth of 
bomb-building supplies in the pipeline, 
and support growing for disarmament 

1984: Department of Energy officials 
admit radioactive leaks at Fernald have . 

contaminated off-site residential wells. 
treaties, demand for. processed urani- 
um plummets. Employment sinks to 
650 while plant officials vie for con- 
tracts to produce armor-piercing shells 
from depleted uranium. 

January 1980 Anti-nuclear group 
Citizens Against a Radioactive Environ- 
ment claims radiation levels in Paddy’s 
Run Creek, near Fernald, exceed feder- 
al standards. Federal and state EPA 
officials deny the report. Three days 
later, state EPA officials can neither 
confirm nor deny the report. By 1985, 
EPA officials confirm contamination in 
Paddy’s Run Creek. 

June-September 1980 Govern- 
ment documents reveal that thou- 
sands of pounds of radioactive dust 
have escaped Fernald due to equip 
ment failures. routine leaks and care- 
lessness. Tests reveal ground contami- 
nation as high as 100 times normal, 
but scientists say it’s no threat to resi- 
dents living near the plant. 

- 

~~ ~ 

The tests were made in 1981 and 
1982, but officials delayed releasing 
the results. 

February 1985 Fernald residents 
file suit against Fernald operator NLO 
Inc. for failing to control leaks and 
allowing -environmental contamination 
that harmed property values and 
caused fear of illness. 

December 1885’1n addition to 
concerns about uranium, thorium and 
plutonium at Fernald, DOE acknowl- 
edges that radon gas is leaking from 
K-65 silos. Although experts claimed 
the gas dissipated too quickly to cause 
significant harm, millons were spent to 
shore up and seal off the deteriorating 
silos. 

6 



September 1986: A congressional 
subcommittee reports that plant offi- 
cials knew as early as 1960 that 
radioactive materials buried in 
uncapped waste pits were leaching 
into groundwater, but never acknowl- 
edged the problem. Months later, more 
evidence reveals the U.S. Geological 
Survey warned about the risks of 
groundwater contamination in 1951. 

Stanley ChesleY bors’ class-action 
lawsuit -filed by attorney Stanley 
Chesley - for $78 million The agree- 
ment sets up a monitoring program 
and calls for further studies 

1993: Early phase of Fernald Dose 
Reconstruction Study reveals that 
radioactive emissions at Fernald were 
more than double previous estimates. 

1994 Government settles Fernald 
workers’ class-action suit for $1 5 mil- 
lion, plus lifelong medical monitoring 
-the first legal victory by any group 
of atomic workers. 
JU& 1995: The most dangerous 
wastes at Fernald suddenly appear to 
have a useful purpose. An Enquirer 
investigation reveals medical 
researchers want to preserve radium 
stored in the K-65 silos - believed to 
be the world’s largest stockpile -for 
cancer treatment. 

February 1996: A six-month 
Enquirer investigation reports that the 
company hired to clean up Fernald, the 
Fernald Environmental Restoration 
Management Co. (FERMCO), has 
cheated the government out of millions 
of dollars and jeopardized the safety of 
workers and neighbors. The series 
prompted members of Congress to call 
for a probe by the General Accounting 
Office A report is due in December. 

1989: After a bit- 
ter political fight, 
the Fernald plant 
stops production 
and beconies an 
environmental 
clean-up project. 
Government set- 
tles Fernald neiqh- 
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Miamisburg News 
Miamisburg, OH 
(W = 7,000) - 

THE MIAMISBURGIWEST CARROLLTON NEWS 
Auaus t 28.1996 

Gill named ’Friend of 
Education’ 

Deborah Gill 

Deborah Gill, founder of the 
hands-on Experi-Center science 
lab, has been named the 1996 
recipient of the “Friend of 
Education” award presented by 
the Miamisburg Classroom 
Teachers Association. 

Gill was selected from a num- 
ber of nominees for her years of 
perseverance in making hands- 
on science available to the dis- 
trict’s elementary students, 
according to Janet Joseph, presi- 
dent of MCTA. 

The Experi-Center, located at 
St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Miamisburg, allows visitors to 
experiment with several demon- 
5trations of nature. Hands-on 
experiments include the making 

tornado, studying worms in 
of dirt, and discovering the 

pollution and ecological dam- 
age. 

Gill, a graduate of Columbia 

6 necessity of recycling to prevent 

University, has also used her 
master’s degree in art to enccur- 
age the district’s children to use 
their imaginations in creating 
works of art, according to board 
of education member Kathy 
Bates. In her introduction of 
Gill, Bates also noted a number 
of other instances of Gill’s work ’ 

with the district. 
She has coordinated several 

community egg drops to iiltro- 
duce students to the use of 
physics in engineering; assisted 
in  organizing the sixth grade 
NEED Energy Club which edu- 
cates the community about recy- 
cling; and volunteered time with 
the Miamisburg Parks and 
Recreation Department,  the 
Museum of Natural -History and 
the Miamisburg Youth Center. 

Gill lives in Miamisburg’ with 
her husband John and children, 
Meredith, an eighth grader, and 
Sat, a junior. 

1 
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of past good, 
Waterpark WQS 

the scene of 
romance, sun, 
fun and frolic 

by JIM PICKERING 
Managing Editor 

When the lifeguard’s whistle blows for the last 
time this Labor Day, local residents will bid 
farewell forever to a friend that- has offered them, 
and several generations before them, cool. 
reprieve and countless memories for nearly.60 
summers. 

’ The Miamisburg Community Waterpark, better 
known to locals simply as “The Pool,” will close 
peimanently Monday, Sept. 2. The park is closing 
because the Department of Energy must clean up 
the adjacent Miami-Erie Canal, which sits just 
west of the Mound Plant. 

For its troubles, the DOE is paying the city 
S3.6 million to construct a new family aquatic ’ . 

center at the comer of Maue and Heincke roads. 
The center is expected to be open by Memorial . ’ 

Day, 1997. 
To mark the histohc closing, the City of . 

Miamisburg’s Parks and Recreation Department, 
with the help of the Miamisburg Historical 
Society and The Downtown Partnership, is host- 
ing events throughout the day as tribute to the 
pool that was labeled by many as the “most pic- 
turesque in the country‘’ at the time of its comple- 
tion. (See accomponying story for details of day S 
c vet I IS j 

While the community as a whole is looking 
forward to a new aquatic center, many residents 
(:;in be expected to feel a tinge of melancholy and 
iioinesickness for the past when they exit the old 
pool’s gates on Monday. At the request of the his- 
torical society, some residents have put their 
memories to pen and paper. 

. 

. .  

Falling in love at the pool 
“It sounds silly, but I think I‘ll cry.when we 

iiwe to go home,“ says Miami Township resident 
Lisa Farwill. The 45-year-old mother of three 
adds, ‘‘I learned to swim here when I was barely 

able to walk. And when I was 16, I fell in love for 
the first time at this pool.” 

It doesn’t sound all that silly when you hear 
others share their memories of the Midwest’s first 
Olympic-sized municipal swimming pool; which 
obened in June 1937. 

Miamisburg, lived the first fourteen years of his 
life on South Fourth Street, just two blocks from 
the pool at 550 S.  First St. He was seven when it  
was built. 

Like most boys his age, Brockman was mes- 
merized with the actual construction of the facili- 
ty, as he spent his days watching the Works 
Progress Administration (WPA) workers run the 
backhoes and truck in cement mixers. 

they pass a $30,000 bond issue for a new pool. 
Mayor H. E. Beachler, in an open letter to resi- 
dents that ran on the front page of the newspaper, 
employed fear tactics in an attempt to persuade 
them, citing the deaths of a few “of our boys and 
girls who have drowned in streams outside the 
city. This alone should convince you ‘Voters’ that 
i t  is well worth the money to save the lives of our 
youngsters for it might come to your home next.” 

Despite the mayor’s plea, voters failed to pass 
the bond issue that November. The city then was 
forced to apply for a 
federal relief fund. 

voters to support the under the WPA for the 
project. It was’ pool project,” accord-. 
approved in 1935, .. ing to newspaper 

accounts. with the stipulation 
that the city come up 
with 525,000 of the 
project’s - 

s53?674. In that year, 
voters passed the bond 
issue in an August pri- 
mary election. 

As a side note, the 
youth of the commu- 
nity lobbied aggres- 
sively on election day 
for the bond issue, 
when more than 100 
of them donned swim- 
suits and wa~er togs, 
and formed several 
parades as they carried 
“hastily sketched ban- 

Victor Brockman, born and raised in 

In 1934, city officials came to voters requesting 

- 

Watching pool being built 
“Having never seen anything built before, I wa‘ 

amazed as they built the forms, put in cement, . 
water and gravel in a big mixer, then poured it inti 
the forms to create our big new swimming pool,” 
Rrockman recalls. 

He continues: ”I remember it  took a long time 
to install diving boards and ladders, and to paint 
the pool. Then we got word that the.water would 
begin to flow into the pool ... I was surprised how 
the clear water turned to light blue as the pool 
filled. ” 

OpeningDay holds a montage of m e m e s  fo 
the 
Miamisburg. 
man, includ- 
ing listening 

ners and signs urging 2 
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to the 
Miamisburg 
Hish School 
band and 
speeches by 
city officials, 
and seeing 
diving and 
j w i m mi n g 
exhibitions. 

“The next 
day I finally 
got the 
chance to 
swim in the 
pool - first in  
the small 
pool and then Using the ever popular waterslides- has always been the v1lamlsburg 

perfect way to hit the water at  the Miamisburg in  1960. ”Of in the large 
pool with the 
help of my 
brothers.” . perspiration and.conversation as I waited for them 

Shirley Ball, taught their four children to swim at Her children - Teri, Rick and Becki - all grown 
the.community pool. now, the.city council member now enjoys the pool 

with her grandchildren. 

she recalls. “And they were fond memories all.” 
First pool pass at the age of tive 

Keith Murrell was introduced to the pool in 
1962, when his parents bousht him n Woody‘s 
Market birthday cake and a summer pass to the 
pool for his fifth birthday. 

“Every day. forty-five minutes after we ate 
lunch (the baby sitter was afraid we would get 
cramps and drown), my brother and I would walk 
the long three blocks from our home on South 
Main Street to the pool,” recalls the veterinarian 
who now lives in Mason, Ohio. 
. 

the pool,, first as a substitute clothes checker mak- 
ing $2.20 for a 31/2-hour shift, ana as a clothes 
checker after that at 75 cents an hour. and then to 
the most revered of pool positions - lifeguard. 

“The best of times were in 1969 and 1970 
when I became a lifeguard.” says blurrell. \vho 
graduated from Miamisburg High School in 197 1 .  
In a stream-of-consciousness. he writes: 

“Sun, tans, sunburns. sun-bleached hair, bikinis, 
saves when swimmers sot in [rouble ... playing 
soccer on the south lawn area. swimming during 
the hourly rest breaks. becoming .blood brothers 
and sisters. painting the pool in  the spring ... 

co 1 d w a t e r. 
not coffee, 

Community Waterpark. / 

’ Brockman says he and his wife, the former to their lessons.” 

“Our family spent many summers at the pool.” 

As he got older, Murrell got more involved with. 

’ 
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The Miamisburg Community Waterpark was a perfect place .for a family 
outing from the first day it was opened. 

“Weight lifting in the basement. bath house. 
after-hours water basketball games, flips off the 
diving boards. shallow diving in the baby pool. 
public and pricate swimming lessons and Wally 
the Whale ... the song Crystal Blue Persuasion, 

ement of bathing cap rules. making runs to 
e* i h  airy Queen to get -a peanut butter shake and 

. [oot-hng Coney-’hot dog ... 

side, threatening to beat me up because I had to 
throw them out of the pool for unruly conduct ... 
romance and discussions of romance.” 

Murre11 went on to work at the pool as a p i r d  
after graduating from MHS, before he was to 
leave for The Ohio State University. And while its 
been 25 years since then..Murrell says he will 
never forget the good times at the pool. 

“The memories are vast,” he says, remembering 
in 1970 when he introduced his best friend to the 
friend’s future wife ai the pool and a flood of other 
memorable images. 

“ I t  is sad to hear of the pool’s closing,’’ Murrzll 
says. “The concrete will be razed and the pool will 
be sone ... For me, the memories of those endless 
summers of growing up, joy and fun will never 
become a vacant lot or new building.” 

“Nights when someone ivas waiting for me out- 

A royal dedication in ’37 
Due to many delays - including tie-ups for 

funding, federal red tape and a WPA workers’ 
- the pool, which was scheduled to open in 

i sa 936, did not open until June 1937. When i t  
did open. however, the pool was christened with a 
ceremony befitting royalty. Two thousand atten- 
dees. 400 hundred of them . .  children . who had their 
first pool dips in more-than two years, came out to 
dedicate the state-of-the art facility. 

The facility, which even boasted “electric 
hairdryers in the women’s quarters,” contained 
two pools, one for small children and a magnifi- 
cent 165-foot long and 75-foot wide adult pool, a 
bath house with dressing rooms, showers, a 
kitchen, toilets and “everything a modem bath 
house should have,” according to an article in the 
Miaizisbiirg News. It even contained a 500-seat 
concrete stadium’for spectators. 

At the dedication in ’37, city and recreation 
officials even named a “Queen of the Pool,” 
Eileen Reehl, and a WPA official spoke of the 
pool‘s significance to the community, especially 
its youth. 

“In some countries across the ocean.” said 
Steve Stahl, “children would have been on the 
drill ground learning military tactics (instead of 
swimming in the new pool). While American 
workers were building -this pool, their brother 
workers across &he ocean were digging trenches, 
building fortifications and constructing bomb- 
proof dugouts.” He was referring to, of course, 
World War I1 and the U.S.’s non-involvement at 
the time. 

Brockman laments the passing of il recreation 
landmark. 

”The Labor Day closing will be a sad day for 
[he city of Miamisburg. M y  family and thousands 
ofoIher families in the area have spent many sum- 
mers at the Olympic-sized pool. 

“.After closing in the weeks to follow,‘‘ he con- 
tinues, “ I  hope to sit at the east end and watch the 
water drain out, fences and concrete removed. and 
the huge hole filled in again,” he says. ‘‘I can say I 
\viis there when it  started. and I was there when i t  
ended to complete the ful l  circle sixty years later.” 

5 



Eileen Reehl was named- queen of the 'water carni- 
Val during opening ceremonies for the .~ waterp 

Sonietimes just a cool sit in'the shade makes the day . 
that much nicer. I 

V L  

. I. 

Friends and fun. Memories of the 
local pool don't always have to 
involve water sports. 6 
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Saying goodbye 
For more years  than many of us can 

remember. the Community Waterpark has 
served Miamisburg and area communities as 
a swim center for youth and adults alike. 
Many laughable times. loving memories. 
and lasting friendships have been made over 
the years within the fenced grassy areas and 
water surfaces of the Waterpark Community 
Park. 

Sept. 2, Labor Day 1997. will be the last 
day the pool is open and will serve as's day 
to reminisce and say farewell to this facility 
that has served our community well over the 
past six decades. 

T h e  Communi ty  Waterpark is being 
closed due to the Miami-Erie Canal cleanup 
operations being performed by the Mound 
Plan t .  S ince  the normal  use of the 
Community Park and Pool areas would be 
disrupted during the 1997 pool season. DOE 
has provided funding for Miamisburg's new 
Park and Family .4quatic Center bein? built 
at the comer of Heincke and Maue roads. 
After completion of Mound's cleanup activi- 
ties in  the canal, the neighborhood and pool 
area will be returned 10 a community park. 

As Miamisburg looks to the future in the 
building of a new park and outdoor aquatic 
facility, citizens pause to reflect and com- 
memorate the Community Waterpark at 550 
South First Street adjacent to Old State 
Route 25. 

The  Downtown Partnership. Historical 
S o c  ie t y, and The bl i ami  s bu rg - West 
Carrol l ton News are  working with the 
Miamisburg  Parks and Recreat ion 
Department to plan and coordinate this com- 
munity event. Visitors will enjoy the rolled 
back prices of yesteryear both for admis- . .  

sions and concessions. Adults will pay 15 
cents admittance and youth 10 cents. Candy. 
soir dr inks.  and all  concessions can  be 
cnjo!.ed tcr the same rates as consumers 
paid in the i93Os. 

The schedule of events for Labor Day 
I I1C 1 udes : 

Soon to S p.m. - Open for public swim- 
ming 

Yoon to S p.m. - Open viewing of docu- 
iiients. pictures. and memorabilia of yester- 
war.  

I p.m - Mayor Dick Church, Jr. opening 
re in arks 

I : 15 pm. - Jane Collinsworth sings 
Miamisburg Hish School Band performs 
1:30 p.m. - Memory Lane segment with 

Presentation of awards 
2 to 6:30 p.m. - Games. activities. disc 

jockcy p1;lyIng oldies and current tunes, con- 
cessions 

guest speakers 

6:30 - 7 p.m. - Closing remarks: 
Mayor Dick Church. Jr. 
John K. Weithofer, City Manager 
Becky Benna,  Parks  and Rec rea t ion  

Director 
7 to S p .m.  - Memoria l  T r ibu te ,  

Benediction. Playing of Taps, and Mayor 
Church \vi11 officially lock the doors. 

Plan to step back in .time to take a walk 
down Memory Lane to view documents pro- 
vided b y  the community to the Historical 
Society. Enjoy an ice cream cone from the 
Ice Cream Trolley, bailoons, and some all- 
time fworite games. Make plans to take part 
in this historic event as our community says 
farewell to one o f  our favorite landmarks. 

8 
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Local teenagers line the side of the community pool during a lesson. 

MOUND 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
Environmental COMMENT PERIOD 
Restoration 
Program 

The Department of Energy has released two documents for public comment. 
Citizens are encouraged to review the documents at the CERCLA Public Reading 
Room in the Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 Central Ave., Miamisburg, 
Ohio. Comments on these documents will be accepted from August 21, 1996, 
through September 20, 1996. 



THE MIAMISBURG/WEST CARROLLTON NEWS 
August 21, 1996 

I .  

.- .. .. . 

MEW gets US. E.PA grant 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

Region 5 has recently awarded $50,000 to a local 
citizen’s group, Miamisburg Environmental Safety 
& Health (MESH). 

This is an amendment to MESH’S existing tech- 

nical assistance grant awarded in 1993. The grant 
provides funds to hire a technical advisor for the 
Mound Plant Superfund Site in Miamisburg. The 
advisor interprets technical data for MESH and 
acts as a liaison between the group and the EPA. 



Y-  

i Miamisburg News 
Miamisburg, OH 
(W = 7,000) 

WednesdaySeptember  4 1996 

O'Leary to host DOE meeting at Mound a 
Secretary of Energy Hazel 

O'Leary will be hosting a meet- 
;ng of the Secretary of Energy's 
Advisory Board on Tuesday, 

Sept. 10, at the Mound Plant in 
Miamisburg. The meeting will 
force the closing of the Freedom 
of Information Public Reading 

Room and the Request for 
Proposal Reading Room, which 
are both located in the OS-East 
Building. for the day. 

MOUND 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
COMMENT PERIOD 

Environmental 
Restoration 
Program 

The Department of Energy has released two documents for public comment. 
Citizens are encouraged to review the documents at the CERCLA Public Reading 
Room in the Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 Central Ave., Miamisburg, 
Ohio. Comments on these documents will be accepted from August 21, 1996, 
through September 20, 1996. 

Comments on these documents and any questions can be referred to Mound Community ' 

Relations, P.O. Box 3000, Miamisburg. OH 45343-3000; (513) 865-4140. . 
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Rec center decision goes 
to Miamisburg residents 
By Lisa Kasperski 
W R  THE DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

In Miamisburg, the hottest 
issue on the 1Cov. 5 ballot has 
nothing to do with Clinton or 
Dole, but revolves around two 
separate levies totalling 5 mills 
which, ifpassed, will raise the 
money needed to build and oper- 
ate a 70,C100~square-foot recre- 
ation center at the northeast cor- 
ner of Heincke and Maue roads. 
The proposed $15.4-mdlion facili- 
ty, located just east of the Family 
Aquatic Center now under con- 
struction, would provide indoor 
swimming facilities, a running 
track, gymnasium, community 
meeting space, and family- 
friendly programming. 

The two levies were placed on 
therballot at the Aug. 6 council 
meeting following the recommen- 
dation of the citizens-based Rec- 
reation Center Task Force. 

The 3.5-mill bond issue would 
cover construction costs for the 
recreation center and would gen- 

erate $1.1 million per year for 25 
years. A 1.5-mill levy would pro- 
vide operating and capital 
improvement funds for the cen- 
ter by generating about $479,000 a 
year for five years. 

The recreational levies were 
made into two separate issues 
because, according to the Ohio 
Revised Code, cities can’t use 
bond issues for generating oper- 
ating costs. 

Both levies must pass in order 
for the city to proceed with the 
project, said Gary Giles, public 
information officer for Miamis- 
burg. The two levies wdl cost the 
owner of a $100,000 home $153 a 
year in additional taxes. 

Support for and against the 
levy can be found in the city of 
19,000 without difficulty. 

“I feel in my heart that retired 
individuals such as myself 
deserve a break with regard to 
the property tams,” said resident 
Shirley Blanton. “However, I 

SEE LEVIES/S 

0 Levies 
CONTINUED FROM/l  
would embrace this park levy 
over some other kind of levy.” 

Laura Quinn, another resident, 
believes the facilities are needed. 
“We think we need it, and we 
would definitely use it, so, yes, I 
would support the issue,” said 
Quinn, the mother oftwo who 
currently uses the Washington 
Twp. facility. 
? Seventy-year-old Earl Fox 
: stood and voiced his opposition 
to the issue at the Aug. 20 council 
meeting. 

’ .“I’ll never see the end of this 
tax,’’ ‘Fox said. “I’m pleading for 
senior citizens and half of all 
property owners: please don’t do 
this to us.:’ 

.Most residents at this time are 
reluctant to take sides and are 
asking instead for more informa- 
tion about the issue. 

“We have to get the informa- 
tion to the people, so that they 

; -.make an informed.decision 
j atthe!polIs in Kovember,” said - 
’ Vice.Mayor Andy Alf6rd, who:-”- 

knows that educating the public 
is crucial to the passage of the 
issue. 

Scott Hewitt, Rex Gardecki, 
and Mike Masters were named as 
co-directors of the Citizens for 
Recreation committee. 

“This recreation center is an 
opportunity’for us to be a leader, 
rather than a follower amongst 
other local communities,” said 
Masters, a lifelong resident of 
Miarriisburg. 
“It‘s going to be a tough fight. 

-We are growing more progres- 
. sive, and the consequences of 

that are not without challenge,” 

’ 
’ 

- -  

he said. 
Hewitt said, “We want voters to 

make an informed chom. We 
welcome the opportunity for dis- 
cussion with citizens as it gives 
us a chance to answer their ques- 
tions.” 

Becky Benna, the city’s direc- 
tor of parks and recreation, said 
her office is compiling a list of 
questions and answers so that 
the facts can get out. 

a question, we’ll find it,” Benna 
sai& -*- - .- 
“If we don’t have the answer to 

- -  - 



Source: City of Miamisburg DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

City breaks ground on 
family aquatic center 

Lisa Kasperski 
R THE DAMON DAILY f&WS 

Beach balls filled the air as 
ground was broken on the site of 
the Family Aquatic Center and 
New Park Development project, 
on the northeast corner of Maue 
and Heincke Roads in Miamis- 
burg. 

purchased by the . city ._ for _ _  
The 42-acre parcel, which was 

-. 

0 Pool 
CONTINUED FROM/l 

Gary Giles, Miamisburg public 
information officer, said the city 
iSn’t sure what the final price tag 
will be, but the city is prepared 
to pay the remainder. 

The outdoor pool will offer 
- eight lanes, a diving well with a 
one-meter diving board, and two 
giant water slides as well as a 
concession stand, family chang- 
ing rooms and grass turf sun- 
bathing areas. 

“This is a meat day for the city 
of MiamisbGg,” Mayor Dick 
Church said. “Today we go for- 
ward with a park which will 
become a community gathering 
place for young and old alike.” 

$636,000, will now become home 
to a pool, a children’s playground 
and it will house lighted courts 
for tennis, basketball, and sand 
volleyball as part of an estimated 
$5 mdlion project. 

The U. S. Department of 
Energy gave Miamisburg $46 
million toward theproject as part 
of the Community PCrkICanal 
cleanup project. 

SEE POOL/5 - - . - -__ - - - 

For City Manager John Wei- 
thofer, it was a critical project 
for the community. 

“Teamwork was essential, but 
nothing happens without first a 
dream,” Weithofer said. 

And for Weithofer, the dream 
began in 1992. After debating the 
merits of replacing versus 
repairing the old pool with his 
daughter, Diane, Weithofer 
awoke the following morning to 
see a hand-drawn poster done on 
notebook paper beside his place 
at the breakfast table. 

It read “Go the Distance! The 
New Miamisburg Pool” and he 
thought “Why not?” 

A Citizens Family Aquatic Cen- 
ter and new Park Development 
Committee was established, 
using council members Andy 
Alford and Dave Wood and resi- 
dents, such as Gail Croskey. 

“As a member of the committee 
I’m very excited,” Croskey said. 
“When this project is completed, 
we here in Miamisburg will have 
a water facility and park for all 
ages, all races and all religions.” 

Dayton-based construction 
firm Fryman-Kuck will act as the 
general contractor for the project 
which was desiaed by the con- 
sultant team of Matrix Archi- 
tects, Water Technology and Lei- 
sure Concepts and Design. 

The project is slated to be com- 
plete by Memorial Day weekend 
in 1997. 

‘‘We are a local company, 
which allows us to use our own 
machinery and manpower, all  of 
which help us meet the-project 
deadline,” said Jack West, 
project manager for Fryman: 
Kuck. “The only thing we won’t 
be able to control is the weather.” 

Not evebone at the ceremony 
came to see county commission- 
ers Don Lucas or Chuck Curran 
visit with local city and govern- 
mentoficials and listen to the 
. speeches. 

Vickie Haherty brought her 
children, Christopher, 6,  and 
K&,’8, to the meeting because 
they simply wanted to be a part 
of the action. 

“Christopher wanted to see 
t i is  all happen. Neither of them 
can .wait for it to get here,” Ha- 
herty said. ‘ 

Jim Mullineaux was a part of 
one of the focus groups who. 
answered questions about the 
need for a recreation center. 

‘‘I wanted to be here. MY chil- . 
dren are grown so I don’t think 
my wife or I will be using the 
pool, but I’m sure we will use the 
park facility,” he said. 

. .. 
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Snotliaht ack on - - m- u. . .  

ernald silos 
Booming costs, safety questions delay cleanup 

BY TIM BONFIELD 
The Cincinnati Enquirer 

They are called K-65 storage 
silos. They look like oil storage 
tanks, mostly buried by an earthen 
berm at the former Fernald urani- 
um processing plant. 

A study released last week re- 
vealed that the K-65 silos were the 
No. 1 cause of increased cancer 
risk for people living near Fernald. 
Those same silos also happen to be 
the biggest cieanup headache at  
Fernald. 

More thm a decade after the 
plant shut down, actual cleanup of 
the site’s single worst environmen- 
tal hazard has yet to begin. So far, 
the saga of the K-65 silos has been 
a tale of engineering setbacks, 
mushrooming cost estimates, ques- 
tions of mismanagement and litiga- 
tion. 

Whether the story will have a 
happy ending remains to be seen. 
It depends heavily on whether the 
contractor managing the Fernald 
cleanup - Fernald Environmental 
Restoration Management Co. 
(FERMCO) - can design a safe 
way to deal with the waste. 

The K-65 silos, located on the 
west side of the Fernald plant. 
were built in 1951 
and 1952. They Inside 
a r e  fil!ed with Details on 
more than 20 mil- problemsand 
lion pounds of ra- health hazards 
dioactive sludge. with the K-65 

For decades, ra- siloslBB 
don gas leaked un- 
checked from the gradually deteri- 
orating silos until they were sealed 
in 1979. Before then, some resi- 
dents downwind of Fernald were 
exposed to three time: normal 
background levels of radon, in- 

creasing their chances of devel- 
oping lung cancer. 

Now, the K-65 silos are rela- 
tively safe, according to a Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDCIstudy. 

But plans to get rid of the waste 
involve breaching those silos, 
pumping the sludge to a vitrifica- 
tion plant to convert the waste to 
glasslike chunks, then shipping it 
for permanent burial in Nevada. 

The cancer risk study issued by 
the CDC does not directly critique 
the K-65 remediation plan. But it 
underscores the risks involved in 
unsealing those tanks. 

Any plan that opens those silos 
should be reviewed with caution, to 
make sure workers and residents 
will be properly protected, said 
Michael Sage, deputy chief of radi- 
ation studies at  the CDC. 

“This is something that we are 
watching very closely,” said, Lisa 
Crawford, president of FRESH, a 

(Please see FERNALD, 
Page B8) 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1 
.citizens group pushing to clean up 
’Fernald. “We know there are prob- 
lems with the vitrification plant. If 
they can’t make it work, some 
ceally heavy-duty conversations 
will have to be held.” 
U.S. Department of Energy 

(DOE) officials are reviewing the 
dose reconstruction study. It is too 
soon to say whether the radon gas 
risks highlighted by the study wdl 
fbrce changes in the cleanup plans, 
s9id Gary Stegner, DOE spokes- 
man at Fernald. 

“The K-65 silos have always 
been one of the top priorities,” Mr. 
Stegner said. “Obviously, any plan 

we have for breaching those silos 
will have to be approved by,regula- 
tors and our stakeholders.” 

The vitrification process is part 
of a $2.2 billion contract FERMCO 
has with the DOE to clean up 
Fernald. Trial runs involving radio- 
active waste from the silos were 
scheduled to begin as soon as Octo- 
ber 1997. 
I. But in May, a special Energy 

Department investigative team 
confrmed a report published by the 
Enquirer in March that the pilot 
vitrification plant was riddled with 
dltsign, schedule and construction 
problems. 

Some of the past problems cited 
bji the government -include faulty 
and poorly designed pipes; mis- 
placed valves; missing safety rails; 
and welding problems on tanks that 
will hold radioactive material. 

The DOE penalized FERMCO 
$675,000 in November for missing 
start-up deadlines. I t  also con- 
firmed that the pilot plant won’t be 
complete until sometime in 1998. 

The cost estimate for the pilot 
vitrification plant, originally set at 
$14.4 million, has mushroomed to 
$56 million. Extra processin steps 

full-scale plant push the overall 
cleanup costs of the K-65 silos to 
about $240 million, up from an 
early estimate of $90 million. 

In addition to being mired in 
government investigations, the K- 
65 cleanup could be tied up in 
court. 

Late last month, R.E. Schweit- 
zer Construction Co., a Cincinnati 
company involved in part of the 
pilot plant work, filed a $15 million 
defamation suit against FEMCO. 
The suit claims FERMCO has un- 
fairly tried to blame problems with 
the pilot plant on the Schweitzer 
company. 

involved in revised designs P or the 



. -,Fernald: Report focuses on 
0 - 1  

3110s 

. Enquirer file photolPatrick Reddy 

A study released last week revealed that the K-65 silos at the former Fernald uranium processing plant 
were the No. 1 cause of increased cancer risk for people living near the plant. The two tanks contain 
20 million pounds of sludgelike waste laced with 4,500 grams of radium. 

Beyond all this remains the un- 
resolved issue oi preserving the 
radium in the K-65 silos for medical 
uses. 

Some cancer researchers are 
using radium-based isotopes in ex- 
perimental treatments. If success- 
fu1,’the radium stockpile at Fernald 
would become a vital medical re- 
source. Experts are still debating 

whether the radium could be used 
after it is vitrified. 

Regardless of how the pilot 
plant problems and medical issues 
are settled, doing nothing with the 
K-65 silos is not an option. Even 
with the berms holding them up, 
the deteriorating silos cannot stand 
inde f~ te ly ,  Mr. Stegner said. 

-.- 

Mrs. Crawford said FRESH 
hopes to know by next spring 
whether the vitrification plant will 
work. If it doesn’t, the group may 
push for a “total stand-down’’ of 
K-65 work until a better cleanup 
plan can be developed. - 
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Rernald 
trouble 

.me.’Cin&nati . . . . 

Enqui-*r‘ re’poh, it, has 
C O & ~  .:‘? i,. million. 

\.. . . j..... 

ASSOCIATED PRESS .. 

which has cost taxpayers $72 mil- 
lion, is n6t woeking, The Cincin- 
nati EnquiPer”reported Sunday. . .  

Documents ‘o$a@ed by the 
newspaper show.$ere are con-. 
tinuing problems-with a vitrifica- 

project at the.pl_ant, the 

itrification is a process 
which radioactive material is 
encapsulated hi pieces of glass 
that can be-shipped elsewhere for 
burial. ’ . 

Studies conducted for the fed--- 
.era1 government in 1993 recom- 
mended construction of a pilot 
vitrification plant at Fernald to 
handle 20 million pounds of 
-radioactive sludge ip  two silos. 

Graham MitcheU,chief of the 
Omce of Federal Facilities Over- 
sight at the Ohio Environmental . . 
Protection Agency; said a meet- 
ing is planned for next spring 
with’the federal Energy Depart!. 
ment and FluofDaniel Fernald to 
discuss whether to.continue with 
vitrification or halt the project: 

Failure of the pilot plant would 
threaten the timetable for 
cleanup of nuc1ear.waste.s at Fer- 
nald. A full-scale vitrification 

cleanup process in 

plant is supposed to be built 
using design, construction and 
processing information learned 
from operation of the pilot plant. 

The Fernald plant processed 
uranium for use in the 
government’s nuclear weapons 
from 1951 until 1989, when pro- 
duction ceased so the cleanup 
could begin. The Energy Depart- 
ment hired Fluor Daniel, for- 
merly known as Fernald Envi- 
ronmental Restoration 
Management C o p ,  under a $2.2 
billion contract ih December 1992 
to manage the cleanup for five 
years. 

The Enquirer said that Fluor 
Daniel Fernald‘s president, John 
Bradburne, on Aug. 15 wrote 
Jack Craig, the Energy 
Department‘s Fernald site man- 
ager, and said the company was , 
considering changing or scrap- 
ping the vitrification project 
because of “equipment reliability 
uncertainty” in the pilot plant‘s 
operation. , 

Scrapping the vitrification pro- 
cess “has been discussed, but no 
formal decision has been made,” 
Energy Department spokesman. 
Gary Stegner said. “There has to 
be a backup plan if vitrification 
doesn’t work.” 

The Enquirer reported last 
March that the pilot vitrification 
plant was in trouble and that the 
Energy Department said cleanup 
alternatives should be consid- 
ered. Fluor Daniel Fernald and 
the Energy Department staff at 
the site repeatedly have said the 
project is on track. 

One alternative mentioned in 
Bradburne’s letter would be to 
replace the full-scale plant with 
several smaller vitrification 
units. 

He declined requests by the 

- 

newspaper for an interview. 
The idea of scrapping the vitri- 

fication process is upsetting to 
Gene Branham, vice president of 
the Fernald Atomic Trades & 
Labor Council, which represents 
700 workers at the site. 
By abandoning vitrification, 

money spent so far on the project 
“would have been wasted and 
taxpayers should screamloud 
,and long,” he said. “So far, they 
(Fernald and the Energy Depart- 
ment) just can’t get that project 
to work.” 

Despite the continuing design, 
mechanical and operability prob- 
lems that have prevented comple- 
tion of the pilot plant, the com- 
pany has continued to say it will 
complete the project in 1998. 

Whether one full-scale plant or 
several mini-vitrification plants 
are later built, the project’s over- 
all costs are conservatively esti- 
mated to be more than $240 mil- 
lion, according to company and 
Energy Department records cited 
by The Enquirer. 
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cleanup ; 
tobegin 

.ByDaleDempsey . . 
6 , 
I 

DAMON DAILY NEWS ' 

! 
The Department of Energy is 

close to beginning to dig out the 
top layerof radioactive contami- 
-nated dirt in the Miami Erie ; 
. y n a l  bed and ship it to Utah as I 

-part of a $20 million cleanup 
ogeration. The digging Wil l  likely:. 

; 
. ..... The mile-long sectioniof the ' . ; 
canal, .which runs along Dayton- ? 
Cincinnati Pike in Miamisburg i 
from the recently closed commu- 
nity swimming pool to Benner. : 
Road, at the bottom of the hill ' : 
where the former Mound Labora-: 
'tories sit. The complex is man-. .* 
aged by EG&G Technologies,. but 
&slated to change hands in 1997. ; 
i, Tlie canal is contaminated with: 
smallamounts of Plutonium-238, : 
-as ,a result of a 1969 break.ii.1 an : 
underground pipe at Mound. ! 
Dui-ing the cleanup a rainstom ; 
washed contaminated soil down ; 
the hill. The amount of. .  
Plutonium-238, which has bonded 
with the dirt, has been described 
as a lump the size of a raisin. . : 

Officials at the former nuclear 1 
weapons,plant are in the process I 
of rerouting a stream away from ; 
the canal. Soon the cleanup site 
will be enclosed by a construc- : 
tlon fencc!. 

. . The project calls for the . : 
removal of the top two feet or-  
three feet of dirt, about 26,000 ; 
cubic yards of soil --'enough to '; 
cover a football field to the depth I 

of 12% feet. The dirt will be I 

shipped in covered, gondola rail- 
road cars to the Envirocare dump, 
site in Clive, Utah. Officials ; 
 expect to move 400 rail cars, with: 
trains leaving on a weekly basis. .;. 

The removal process will be 1 
conducted on Mound property. : 

begin'in October. .. . . . . ., :... . .  

I .  
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DOE ’W- oversight called 
incompetent 

6 r(;e cleanup plan is over 
bu&t and off schedule, a 

AS!$&€D PRESS _- 
I, . 
CINCINNATI - The U.S. Environ- 

m F t @  Protection Agency says the 
De&y#ment of Energy has been incom- 
petent-in overseeing the cleanup of the 
Femdd site, The Cincinnati Enquirer 
refiorted Sunday. 

As a result, the EPA has refused to 
extend the deadlines on a key cleanup 
project at the site, the newspaper said. 

The vitrification pilot plant has been 
riddled with problems and cost millions 
more than estimated. The plant encapsu- 
lates radioactive sludge into glass-like 
pellets and is a model for a possible 
larger plant that would handle about 20 
million pounds of sludge. 

The EPA wrote Wednesday to the 
department saying the problems with 
the project “demonstrate poor planning 
and management on behalf of U.S. DOE 
between the design and construction 
phases of the project,” the newspaper 

reported. 

requested extensions for six designs, 
testing and construction deadlines, the 
f r s t  of which was missed on Sept. 30. 
The other deadlines fall every few weeks 
between now and Jan. 2. 

Failure to meet those deadlines may 
result in millions of dollars in penalties 
being assessed against the Energy 
Department, the EPA said. 

Those penalties could then be passed 
on to Fluor Daniel Fernald, the company 
managing the cleanup at the 1,050-acre 
former uranium processing plant 18 
miles northwest of Cincinnati. 

When Fluor Daniel Fernald won the 
cleanup contract in 1992, it was esti- 
mated the pilot plant would cost $14.4 

The Energy Department had 

million. 
That cost has jumped to $42 million 

and was projected to rise to $56 million 
before completion, the company said. 
Another $30 million has been spent on 
research and study of the vitrification 
process. 

Fluor Daniel Fernald President John 
Bradburne wrote Aug. 15 to the Energy 
Department that the company was con- 
sidering changing or scrapping the vitri- 
fication project because it can’t get the 
pilot plant to work properly. 

“Fluor Daniel Fernald is committed to 
. . . developing the safest, most appropri- 
ate path forward,” said spokesman RicE 
Maslin. “We will continue to operate th_e 
vitrification pilot plant to obtain the 
rightlinformation as it relates to full- - 
scale implementation of vitrification.” 

The federal and state EPAs, Fluor - 
Daniel Fernald and the Energy Depart- 
ment will meet in March to determine - 
whether or not to proceed with the 
project. 

B ,  

’ 

- 
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Wednesday, October 16,1996 

I- I The next meeting of the Mound Action Committee , 

Thursday, Oct. 17, 1996 

Miamisburg Civic ,Center 
Community Room 

. 10.N. First Street 
Miamisburg, Ohio 

MOUND 1 
is scheduled for: 

7:OO-S:OO P.M. 

. .  .. . 

I i 
Topics to be discussed: 

Steering Committee Report 
Mound Activities Overview 
1995 Environmental 
Monitoring Report. 

Focus Group Updates 
- Miami-Erie Canal 
- Health Study 
- Epidemiology Study . 
- Mound Reuse Committee 
Technology Update 

Interested citizens are encouraged to attend and participate. Questions can 
be  referred to Mound Community Relations, (513) 865-4140. 

1 

I 

MOUND PLANT 
POTENTIAL RELEASE 

SITE PACKAGE 
Notice of Public Review Period 

MOUND 

Environmental 
Restoration Program 

The following potential release site (PRS) packages will be available for public 
review in the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, 
Ohio beginning October 15, 1996. Public comment will be accepted on these 
package from October 15, 1996 through November 15, 1996. 

Qu6tions can bei-efeEedb-MoGndFCchmmunity Relations -at (5 13) 865-4 140. I 
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i. : 8EG&G MoUND :: Tritium .--gi 

.-d - 
b The’ Department:of Energy halts,’, :$:.! 
production when officials couldn’t :fi& - h .  

all of the radioactive material. ;::;::: 
.. - ...: . *. * *  $ 
..,,a C 

. I  . By Dale Dempsey 
. - .  DAYlON DAILY NEWS 
, r. .. , ‘j * 

The U.S. Department of Energy has t e m p o r w v  
stopped tritium operations at EG&G Mound . . 3 : 
Applied Technologies in Miamisburg after a  pi;-^ 
tine inventory check failed to account for all oflhe 
radioactive material stockpiled at the former --:: i 

Plant officials are attempting to determine. $ 
whether the radioactive gas- is entrapped in the:; 
plant‘s system, was released into the atmosphe$;f 
or was stolen, according to Department of Energy? 

Morgan said .the exact aniount of the missing5 ; 
tritium is classified information, but that the’lpos-. 
sible risk to the public was small. He said that.,:: 3 
none of the alarm systems or air sensors that....:; 1 
monjtor ventilation.around the area detected’any. 
release. The possibility of theft is also’.being con-;: 
sidered, but the number of people who know.:h:o~.i 

..to handle tritium is small. “And most of the+ : i.2 

Tritium is an unstable gas that can form with : i 
oxygen to become water or with.nitrogen to form:.,’ 
ammonia:Exposure can increase risks of cancer:; 
.. The radioactive material, which has a half-life: r 
of 12% years, was used in the making of theimonul 
clear fusion devices, the former operation at 
Mound. Currently, the plant recycles and pUrifie$ 
tritium for other uses. It is used commercially fof! 
watches, some airport runway lights and other -; ; 
uses. 

“We don’tlike any release,” said Morgan, ad$ i 
ing that the risk of exposure is extremely small?: 
“The biggest risk is to workers here.” .< 6 

Morgan said that the inventory discrepancy :- : 
would most likely be found trapped in the deacti: 
vation system. Measuring tritium is a highly te.thI 
nical operation because of the nature of the gas;: : 
Workers are currently flushing and analyzing the’ 

A similar inventory discrepancy occurreibin i .: 
1984, Morgan said, and the tritium was later fourid 
trapped in the system used to’extract the gas. 2 

The investigation is expected to take several’ :.”$ 

nuclear weapons plant. 11‘ I 

. , o  i spokesman Ken Morgan. - ..F i 

. . .  I 0 work here;” Morgan said. . . . ’ - ?.; 

: 

- *  4 

. . . 

system, he said. .i I. 

weeks. .3 
t 
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Mound s~ops work to search for tritium 
,. - ~ Department .<* ‘  _ .  . .. . .of 

alnergy.. has .stopped..all’:tritium 
lpF(ations at .Mound Applied 
‘echnolagies .since. discoveri.ng : 

specified .amount of 
ctive’ gas is missing.. , . . 

Ken’jMorgan, spokesman for. 
he.DOE, .sa-id that a -rou:tin’e 
nvent.ory..discovered the tritium 
s- .mi s s in g . ’ The . r ad  i o ai: t iv‘e 
naterial, ,which has‘a half-life ,of 
2?i.$ears,- was used in the mak- 
ng of-: t herm.oriu cl ea,r fusion 
levices, the .former operation at 
heMound. . ’  I . .  

The plant  now ‘recycles and 
mrifies tritium for commercial 
ises.. 

, ‘‘We use an averaging system 
.n:accounting for the tritium 
iiecause you don’t just put tri- 
-ium in a jar.and measure i t  like 

r ies  beyond a certain 

Plant officials are investigat- 
ing to see if the radioactive gas 
has been released into the 
atmosphere, was stolen or, the 
most likely possibility, is 
entrapped in the plant’s system, 
said Morgan. 

“WE CHECKED and dou- 
ble checked our monitors and 
alarm systems and they don’t 
show, ease ,of tritium, so 
we d lieve that’s what 
happened to it,” h e  said.  
“Besides, if there was a leak, 
there are a number of safeties 
built into the system that would 
have caught it and kept it from 
going up the stack.” 

Morgan said he doesn’t think 
the tritium was stolen, although 
i t  is a possibility that must be 
investigated. 

“Theft of the gas is highly 
unlikely,” he said. “The number 
of people who know how to 
handle the gas well enough to 
steal it is very small. 

“And frankly, it’s not worth 
the time and effort because tri- 
tium is available through other 
sources,” he said. 

Morgan said he thinks that 
the gas is entrapped in the deac- 
tivation system, a n  event that 
occurred before in 1984 at the 
plant. 

“Tritium is an isotope of 
hydrogen and i t  can form with 
oxygen to become water or  
nitrogen .to become ammonia 
and escape detection from the 
lab’s sensors,” he said. 

(Continued on Page 9) 

Tritium ... 
(Continued from Page ,I) 

Morgan said workers are now 
flushing and analyzing the sys- 
tem to account for the missing 
tritium, an investigation that is 
expected to take several weeks.. 

Morgan said the risk of expo- 
sure to the radioactive gas is 
very small. 

New contractor sea. 

(Continued from Page 1) 
The selection process for 2 

new coI1tracroi wili cciitinue i n  Zelayed until February . December with bidders present- 

Vew Mound contractor selection 

by STEVE SANDLINI.; .:’. 

Assistant Editor. :.:.’ , . 1 ’  

r t h k M  o u h  ’ by t,he . 
.$. Department of Energy .has; 
:en delayed u n  
:cording..to M’ike 
-es i d e n t. Of.; t ~ j e  
found 
qxovenient Corporation. 

to 1 d ‘1 the 
4iamisburg City Council the 
ctails &the’Oct.’l5 ci ty  council: 

1 6 c t i 0.6 6 f ..i~:n ,i,k..,-i Qn L,.. - 

. .  

.. . 
G’r a u we 1 man 

G. earlier this year,  
that they w‘ould not 

renewal’ of the 
4ound contract. EG&G,’s con- 
;-act \ V ~ S  to have r u n  through 
) c t .  I ,  but the contract was 

extended by the DOE until  the 
search for a new contractor can 
be completed. 

“We have submitted our draft 
RFP (request for proposals) to 
the DOE and they signed off on 
the  changes we wanted,” said 
Grau we1 man. “We’ re very 
pleased.” 

The CIC hzd submitted the 
document to protect the city’s 
interests in  choosing a new con- 
:ractor foi the Mound. _ _  

Grauwelman said that the 
CIC is holding a conference for 
the 50 to 60 bidders for the con- 
tract to let them know what the 
ClC and the city want in a con- 
tractor. 

(Continued vn Pap 9) 

ing “orals“ to the DOE: gidders 
will;submit their- final .proposals in January and the.  DOE will  
.make a-se!ection iu Fe.bruar);. 

111 other busintss,  the city 
caunci!: . :.. 

* Proclain-ied the week of Oct. 
19-27 as Red Ribbon Week in 
Miamisburg. 

*.Presented certificates to the 
winners of  the City 
.Beautif‘icaiion 4b;ards. , , 

Established:assess,ments for 
hooking up to water services in 
the Byers Road High Service 
Water Aren a $2,800. 

0. Agreed to .allow the police 
department to. purchase six’new 
police cruisers .and sell six. old 
ones. 



Communify Park courts to close for cunal 

lean up work Q 
The Community Park tennis 

and basketball courts located at 
550 First St. in Miamisburg will 

s.close to the public beginning 
. Friday, Nov.' 1:; As previously 

announced, the park closing will 
occur due to the nearby Miami- 
Erie Canal clean up operations 
conducted by the Depaitment of 
Energy. The park will remain 
closed through all of 1997 and 
should reopen sometime i n  
1998. 

Additional basketball and ten- 
nis courts in Miamisburg remain 
open to the public at the follow- 

ing Iocations:' 
Tennis and basketball courts 

- Westover Park,, at Seibert Ave. 

Meyer Park at  Overland Trail 
a i ~ d  Eleventh St. and Runyeon 
Park at : I  154 Orchard Hill Dr. 

Tennis courts only - Harmon 
Field at,Seventh St. .and Viking 
Ln. . - .  

.. The. .M.iainisbui-g Parks a n &  
Recreation .Department plans to. 
enhaii.ce the facilities at 
Community Park w h e n  i t  

reopens. Staff will conduct focus 
groups and public meetings with 
residents near the park to .solicit 
:feed b ac-k r e g  ard i n g i t s f ii t u  rc ' 

' . .  .d-@v.elo . pice n.t i n  t 0 .  a mod ern-' 
neighborhood.park. For.informa- 

' t ion,  call the Parks. and R.ec 
Department at 866-4532. 

,,,-..:. . . ,  .... 
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By Dale Dempsey 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

’ . A small amount of tritium gas, a radioactive 1. 
isotope of hydrogen, was released into the atmo- 
sphere at 1145 p.m. Wednesday, setting off high; 
level alarnis at the EG&G Mound facility in 1 
Mianiisburg, according to officials of the 
.Department of Energy, wh.ich operates the : 
former nuclear.weapons facility. 

‘ger to the public’s health. Five workers who : . 
were tested received no contamination from the 

“The amount of the release was less than EPA 
regulations require to be reported,” said Phil . I  .. 

. Hamric, manager of the Ohio field office of the : ; 
DOE. “But we take it seriously. Even a small :.- 
release is of great concern.” 

Linda Bauer, manager of environmental tech-. 
nology at Mound, said that approximately 50 i ‘, 1 . 

SEE MOUND/lOA- 

DOE officials said the release posed no .dam :: ‘ ’ 

elease. 

. _  

8 
I . 

. . 

._ 
:CONTINUED FROM lA 
.. : curies, a unit used in measuring 
: radioactivity, escaped during the 

leak, which was discovered by a 
: 3ower monitor. The EPA 
requires that emissions at 100 

f curies or above in 24 hours be 
keported. Readings above the 

larm level continued until 
about 3:15 p.m. and returned.to 

4 near normal at about 5:30 p.m. 
: The leak was discovered in one 
pf five catalytic converters in the 
: SW building used to capture tri- 
I tium from the atmosphere in an 
:‘enclosed, isolated room as part of 

recycling process. A worker in 
“bubble suit” entered the 

. amber to shut down the con- 
‘-verter. Hamric speculated that a 
hacked weld or leaky valve may 
have caused the leak. 
: Two converters remain in 
bperation. The other three are 
Shut down. 
: iMound officials said 
*Wednesday’s release was unre- 

lated to the missing tritium dis- 
coveked in a routine inventory 
last week when most of the tri- 
tium recycling operations were 
shut down. Officials expect to 
find the missing tritium when 

All of the tritium at Mound is 
expected to be sent to other gov- 
ernment installations within the 
next year and a half, when the 
Mound is turned over to Miamis- 
burg as a private facility. Hamric 
said the release might delay the 
conversion of the Mound by one 
or two months. 

The prevailing winds were 
blowing from the southwest to 
the northeast at five to six miles 
per hour when the leak occurred. 

The Ohio EPA was conducting 
soil, water and vegetation tests in 
the area. An EPA spokesman 
said they didn’t expect to detect 
‘tritium beyond the perimeter of 
the Mound facility. 

’ the system is flushed. 

.- 
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Nuke plant 
accidentally 
vents tritium 
The Associated Press 

M I h I S B U R G ,  Ohio - Opera- 
tors a t  the Mound nuclear weapons 
plant in this Dayton suburb. said 
some radioactive material acciden- 
tally was released into the air 
Wednesday. 

Phil Hamric, manager of the 
U.S. Department of Energy’s Ohio 
field office, said during a news 
conference that the amount re- 
leased posed no danger to the 
public. He said the amount was 
less than required to be reported 
to government environmental reg- 
ulators. 

T h e  release occurred about 
1:40 p.m. and tripped alarms at  the 
plant, activating emergency opera- 
tions. 

Tritium is radioactive hydrogen 
gas used to make triggers for 
nuclear weapons. Workers a t  
Mound extract tritium from deacti- 
vated weapons, purify it and ship it 
t o  other nuclear plants. 

Ken Armstrong, manager of tri- 
tium operations for EG&G Mound 
Applied Technologies, which oper- 
ates the plant, said a cracked weld 
or a leaky valve in a catalytic 
converter may have caused the 
problem. Once the converter was 
shut down, tritium levels started to 
drop, he said. 

Earlier this week, Mound offi- 
cials brought a halt to tritium oper- 
ations until all of the material could 
be accounted for. Wednesday’s re- 
lease was not related to the discov- 
ery, and officials did not explain 
how the leak occurred if operations 
were to have been shut down. 

They said a six-month inventory 
found a discrepancy in the. amount 
of tritium, but they did not think 
the tritium was stolen or released 
into the environment. They have 
not disclosed the amount, and said 
it could take several weeks to 
figure out what happened. 

. 

Five workers near the operation 
we‘re tested for radiation after 
Wednesday’s release, Mr. Arms- 
trong said. The  highest reading for 
any worker was 0.3 millirems; 
workers normally receive about 
100 millirems of exposure a year, 
he said. 

A millirem is a measure of radi- 
ation exposure on a living thing. 

Linda Bauer, EG&G environ- 
mental manager, said about 50 
curies of tritium may have been 
released over four hours. That 
amount normally is released in a 
month’s time. 

A curie is the unit used to 
measure radioactivity. 

The tritium apparently did not 
leave the boundaries of the 306- 
acre site, Ms. Bauer said. An air 
monitor 440 to 550 yards from the 
stack where it was released detect- 
ed no increase in tritium levels. 
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Officials say tritium levels near 
normal at Mound plant 

8 

The Associated Press 

MIAMISBURG - Tritium lev- 
els a t  the Mound nuclear 
weapons plant have returned to 
near normal after a small 
amount of the radioactive mater- 
ial was accidentally released into 
the air. 
‘Linda Bauer, environmental 

manager for EG&G Mound Ap- 
plied Technologies, said the 
levels of tritium had dropped to 
almost normal by about 5:30 
p.m. Wednesday. The material 
was released about 1:40 p.m., 
tripping alarms at the plant. 

Phil Hamric, manager of the 
US. Department of Energy’s 
Ohio field office, said during a 
news conference that the amount 
released posed no danger to the 
public. He said the amount was 
less than required to be reported 
to government environmental 
regulators. 

Tritium is radioactive hydro- 
gen gas used to make triggers 
for nuclear weapons. Workers 
a t  Mound extract tritium from 
deactivated weapons, purify i t  
and ship it to other nuclear 
plants. 

Ken Armstrong, manager of 
tritium operations for EG&G, 
which operates the plant, said a 
cracked weld or a leaky valve in 
a catalytic converter may have 
caused the problem. Once the 

converter was shut down, tri- 
tium levels started to drop, he 
said. 

Earlier this week, Mound offi- 
cials said a six-month inventory 
found a discrepancy in the 
amount of tritium, but they did 
not believe it was stolen or re- 
leased. They have not disclosed 
the amount, and said it could 
take several weeks to figure out 
what happened. 

Officials brought a halt to 
tritium operations until they 
can account for all of the mate- 
rial. 

Wednesday’s release was 
not related to the discovery, 
and officials did not explain 
how the leak occurred if opera- 
tions were to have bee.n shut  
down. 

Five workers were tested for 
radiation after the release, 
Armstrong said. 

The highest reading for any 
worker was 0.3 millirems; 
workers normally receive about 
100 millirems of exposure per 
year, he said. 

A millirem is a measure of radi- 
ation exposure on a living thing. 

The tritium apparently did not 
leave the boundaries of the 306- 
acre site, Bauer said. 

An air monitor 440 t o  550 
yards from the stack where it 
was released detected no in; 
crease in tritium levels. 

i 
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Hazel O'Leary tries to convince us that her travels produced $19.7 billion in con- - 

tracts for Americans, a dubious factoid that deserves a place on the fiction shelf - 

Energy secr.etary deserves the boot 
till another'extensive Washington 
investigation of anextensive- ..: s Washington spndal  has been con- 

iucted, and s t g  another official report 
has c o n c l u d e ~ ~ t h ~ ~ ' S ~ ~ i s e , ~ ~ o . o n e  :. ': . 
2xactly is to'blame.'Th&t's just how '.- 

ihings, mainly millions of dollars,' go in 
us administration.'., : . . I :: i' . .  . . . . 

,The scandal is our roving secretary of 
anergy's junketsin-force; a.mere four of 
which which cost the.American tax- 
payer a total of$3&'mdl~on.: Just the 
+port on all this waste ran more than. 
300 pages: (We,saw.rio kdication of how 
much the investigation itself'cost.) The 
investigation's failufe to find anyone at 
all responsible is:scarcely a surprise, 
since the investigation..was done by the 
inspector general oflhe energy depart- 
ment itself. (The .Hon. Hazel O'.Leary, 

all, Secret&y.O'hary took 16. 8 astrips between June of 1993 +nd 
ber of 1995, running up a tab of 

m'illion. She is not the sort to: go 
tourist class and wait for her luggage. 
Her travel budget would shame a maha- 
rajah.. 

. ~ . .  .. secretary.), -: ,, ,. , I  , . * 

> .  

... .In her defense'; Ms; 0'Leary.explained 
that the trips'produced $19.7 billion in 
contractsfor American companies, 
another dubiqus factoid that deserves a 
place on the fiction-shelfnext to Bill 
Clinton's.100,000 more cops o n  the 
streets, 1;7.million new acres of pro;, 
'tected,wilderness, the.12 million (oris it 
20 million?)-;AmericansAmericans who wo-uld never 
have.got time of€ to have a baby without 
Washington's intervention ... and the 
whole whirl.Ng, sw.irling,. gaseous .g,alaxy 
of numeroids that alternate with.the fac- 
toids thrown out by that big spin factory 
.on the Potomac. .', 

The oh-so-ser io~&&khat  Hazel . 
O'Leary, who has been spectacularly. 
unsuccessful in explaining her travel 
habits, is responsible for the:saIe.of all 
these American goods and'services 
abroad is suspicious on'its face. Would 
you buy a used hydroelectric generator 
from this,:spb doctor? Her takin'g credit 
for all these contracts has to be a more 
monumental construction than anything 
her department has contributed to the 
gross domestic product over the past 

. .  

-' 

MONDAY. OCTOBER 28.1996 

f o k  years. In short, ' 

Hazel O'Leary needs 
to go, followed imme- 
diately by the whole 
Energy Department. 

Anything useful 
that this long- . 
standing drain of a 
department accom- 4 

plishes could easily . 
be done by a stream- ; Paul 

Greenberg lined, money-saving 
operation without the. 

trappings - and traiel budget - of a 
Cabinet department. The same goes for 
the federal Education Department, 
which has distributed more empty edu- .I 

canto, and done more to fuzz academic ., , 
standards, than anything since the doc- 
trine of social promotion in the schools. . ,  

one ofthe'things this investigation of :., 
. ' ' 

_ .  

the Energy .Departinent revealed, or 
rather didn't, was just who went on 
these Travels With Hazel. Her 
department's record-keeping was so hap- 
hazard that no one could tell the investi- 
gators who all  - public officials or pri- 
vate hangers-on or just passersby - got 
their'way paid to exotic ports of call by 
you, Gentle and much abused Taxpayer. . 

But isn't record-keeping always hap- , 
hazard in this administration, whether 
the subject is disappearing billing 
records or.how many hundreds of FBI : 
security files were slipped to Democratic ; 
operatives at the White House? 

The American,public might as well get i 
used to it. There is no sign the great rip- 1 
off is about to end..Evidently the only ;. 
.way to get'rid of the Hazel O'Learys in ' 

Washington is to get rid. of Bill Clinton, ! 
the chief executive officer of the federal i 
government. And there's no sign of that :e 

happening this election season. 
Four more years! 
Four more millions for Hazel 

Happy trails, Miss Hazel. 1. 

. ' 

I 

O'Leary's junkets! 

1 

8 PAUL GREENBERG, editorial page .editor of the 
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette. won the 1969 
Pulitzer Prize for Editorial Writing. Address: Arkan- 
sas DemocratGazette, Capitol Avenue and Scott. 
P.O. Box 2221. Little Rock, Ark. 72201. 

; 
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+Mefly _l, 

M ~ T R O  AREA QUICKREAD 
.'I . 

:Mound officials to meet 
;.about radiation mishap 
'.:'Mound plant offcials will meet with staff 

.: arid.loca1 emergency officials today to review 
tfkjr response to Wednesday's radiation 
leak, a spokesman said Thursday. A quantity 
of'tfitium, a radioactive form of hydrogen, 

. &aped into the atmosphere from the Depart- 

1 ' 

Want to get something off your chest? 
Call u s  and make your point in 30 

nds. Comments on regional and 
e issues especially welcomed. 

Call 463-4636, then 1015 

0.; 
h d y a s  interested h the article about 

the.lqSs of tritium at 'me Mound Plant, 
sQ& am nursing my brother-in-law 
with bgne cancer. This is mysecond 
brother-in-law who has been stricken by 
cancer, and both live downwind from 
thi-Mound. 

b E the Department of Energy wants 
us toitielievelhere isino danger in the . 
tritium release, they need to quit having 
egiizgency press conferences that break 
ing&he local news q d  scare our chil- ; 
dren. 

-ih 

. . .;. ... . . . -... .-:v ..-. ~~~ 
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EG&G MOUND 

Official& 
discuss *.i 

. .  , ’...-._.....::.--.. 

SATURDAY.’.’OCTOBER 26.1996 

Morgan said that in additioq to 
meeting with state and local 
agencies, the plant is considerjhi 
information packages on risk-fon 
local officials and an educati‘qn : 
campaign for the city of Miamis-: 

* 

L..-- I uurg. 
. “We’ve started a dialogue i n  E: 
better communications,’.’. he . .  sale; 

’. . , i  1 

. .  

’ . .. 
. I .  

: . :. . -  
. .  . . ,r . .  

b Some’concerns about“’ , ,I 

-cornmunication.’were ..; 
raised after tritium was2i .. ’-*;, 
released at plant. .Y . 

’ -  ’1.. 

- .. . .  By DaleDempsey . . . -  . 
. ,  . .  DAYTON DAILY NEWS . -  

Emergency management sk@ 
from .the Mound and from the. 
area met Friday and will cori- ?;r 
tMue to meet to work out some;;. 
glitches in the communication;;;. 
process in the aftermath of : :;:. 
Wednesday’s tritium release a$,n 
EG&G Mound. . - ... 

The amount of tritium, a rad&- 
active gas, that escaped was le$$ 
than the amount required to be 
reported to.the EnvironpenM-?. 
Protection Agency. 

“TO put this in perspectiv&:&i; 
tium is used ip those exit si@s:h, 
theaters,” said Ed Morgan, a ’ . t. 
spokesman for the Departmen<of 
.Energy. “The. q o u n t  release$.’? ~ 

would equal abo.ut what is h... 7; 

. Ed Kovar of the Miami. Val&; 
Emergency Management Agencj 
said Friday that he was notifre’dS, 
promptly of the release .of a s.ma 
amount of tritium from the I 2; 
Miamisburg plant, but didnot r;. 
receive enough information,tg- 
evaluate the situation until *,?: 
hour later. , .  
“I am concerned about the! :. 1.1 

proper warning and notification: : 
if it occurs again,” Kovar said..? : 

In Columbus, representativp 7 
of the Ohio EPA, departments of,. 
health and agriculture met ip’the 
assessment room at the Ohio f. ; ; 
Emergency Management Agency 
Wednesday after learning atiout.! 
the release 15 minutes after it T i  
occurred. Governor,Voinovichli, 
stopped in and was briefed. ’.’ 

“The first hour is a critic+ - ‘-1 
period,” said Nancy Dragani OE : 
the O E M .  “Often gathering 1 -, 

< .  

. . .  

three ofthose signs.”.. ..: . . .;. 

- 
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Nuclear .. cleanup e primetask 
By Timothy R. Gaffney 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

Five corporate teams have submit- 
ted bids to operate the Department of 
Energy’s Mound plant in Miamis- 
burg, the agency said Monday. 

The teams submitted bids in 
response to a DOE proposal that 
emphasizes cleaning up the former 
nuclear weapons plant for commu- 
nity reuse and phasing out DOE’s 
presence there by Sept. 30,2005. 

DOE is looking for a successor to 
EG&G Mound Applied Technologies 
Inc., which is running the plant 
under an extension of a contract that 
expired Sept. 30. EG&G Mound’s par- 
ent company, EG&G Inc. of Wellesley, 
Mass., is getting out of the govern- 
ment site operation business. 

be to help local efforts redevelop the 
305-acre site into a high-tech indus- 
trial park. Mound’s work force, 
which peaked at 2,400 in 1985, has 
dropped to about 1,000, not counting 
DOE’s Ohio Field Office staf€ of more 
than 200. 

. 

Part of the new contractor’s job will 

Redevelopment efforts have 
resulted in more than 20 companies 
either starting Up or  locating opera- 
tions at Mound, creating about 300 
private-sector jobs there. 

The agency expects to award a con- 
tract by Feb. 15 and have the contrac- 
tor in place by April 1, said Jane 
Greenwalt, spokeswoman for DOE’s 
Miamisburg Area Office. 

b Ba- and Wilwx Co., with 
Modon-Kuudsen, Roy F. Weston 
Corp., and Los Alamos Technical 
Associates as integrated subcontrac- 
tors. 
b ICF Kaiser Mound, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of ICF Kaiser Interna- 
tional Inc., with subcontractors Fos- 
ter Wheeler Environmental Corp., 
Teledyne Engineering Corp., and 
Westinghouse Cow. 

b Jacobs Mound of Ohio, with sub- 
contractors Halliburton NUS Corp., 
Nuclear Fuel Services Inc., Mason & 
Hanger Corp., Terran Corp., and 
International Consultants Inc. 

b Mound Restoration Co., consist- 
ing of International Technology 
Corp., Johnson Controls World Ser- 
vices Inc., Battelle Memorial Insti- 
tute. and Duke Engineering and 
Services Inc. 

Mound and OHM of Ohio, with sub- 
contractors Rust Federal Services 
Inc., Newport News Nuclear, Science 
Applications International Corp. 
(commonly known as SAIC,) Lock- 
heed Martin Corp., Dow Corp., and 
Celeste and Sabety. 

“lie bidders are: 

OHM COW., corisisting ofof OHM 

‘ 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29,1996‘- 

. ... 
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$ive companies bidding to take over Mound Plant 
operutions 

- by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assis tan t Editor 

Five teams of corporations have submitted bids 
to win the contract to run the US. Department of 
Energy activities at the Mound. \ 

The current contract  with EG&G Mound 
Applied Technologies, which was due to end on 
Sept. 30, was extended to assure a smooth transi- 
tion to the new contractor. 

DOE issued a request for proposals (RFP) for 
the contract on Aug. 6 and closed the request on 
Oct. 15. 
Part of the local contractor’s responsibility will 

be to help local efforts to bring business onto the 
305-acre site as the DOE moves government oper- 
ations out and to manage the environmental clean 
up of the site. 

ccording to Jane Greenwalt, spokesperson for 
’s Miamisburg Area Office, the DOE expects 

ward the contract by Feb. 15 and have the con- t ctor in place by April 1. 

The five bidders for the contract are: 
Babcock and Wilcox Co. with Morrison- 

Knudsen, Roy F. Weston and Los Alamos 
Technical Associates as integrated contractors. 

ICF Kaiser Mound, a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of ICF Kaiser International Inc. with subcontrac- 
tors Foster Wheeler Environmental, Teledyne: 
Brown Engineering and Westinghouse 
Corporation. ___- 

Jacobs Mound of Ohio with subcontractors 
Halliburton NUS Corporation, Nuclear Fuel 
Services Inc., Mason & Hanger Corporation, 
Terran Corporation and International Consultants 
Inc. 

Mound Restoration Company consisting of 
International Technology Corporation, Johnson 
Controls World Services Inc., Battelle Memorial 
Institute and Duke Engineering and Services Inc. 

OHM Corporation consisting of OHMound 
and OHM of Ohio with subcontractors Rust 
Federal Services Inc., Newport News Nuclear and 
Science Applications International Corporation, 
Lockheed Martin, DOW Corp. and Celeste and 
Sabety. 

Cat a1 ytic converter cause 
of tritium leak at Mound 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

Just days after the U.S. Department of Energy announced that tri- 
tium operations at the Mound were being suspended because some 
tritium was missing, 50 curies of tritium were inadvertently released 
at the Mound. - 

The cause of the release, which took place at about 1:45 p.m. on 
ct. 23, has been identified as a catalytic converter in the Emissions 

Systemlocated in the SW building. The converter has 
(Continucd on Page 11) 



Tritium ... 
(Continued from Page 3) 

been isolated and air monitors show normal operating levels now, 

Officials said that the level of tritium released posed no health Q reat to workers or citizens of Miamisburg and, in fact, the level 
was so small that the release didn’t require official notification to the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

ccording to DOE officials. 

The EPA was notified, however, along with the city of 
Miamisburg, the Ohio Emergency Management Authority and the 
Miami Valley Emergency Management Authority. 

“Although the levels of the release did not require official notifi- 
cation, ‘the Department of Energy is committed to keep people 
informed as much as possible,” said Ken Morgan, spokesman for the 
DOE. “DOE will establish a review team to investigate the incident 
to determine its root cause.” 

The investigation will take several weeks and a report will be 
made available at its conclusion. 

a 

1 

MOUND NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 

Ed Environmental 

PRISM SYSTEM LUBRICATING OIL CONTAMINATION 
POTENTIAL RELEASE BLOCK SITE 408 

RELEASE BLOCK R 
MOUND PLANT, MIAMISBURG, OHIO 

Restoration . 
Program ACTION MEMORANDUM 
Beginning November 23, 1996, PRISM System Lubricating Oil Contamination in 
Potential Release Site 408 of Release Block R of the Mound Plant in Miamisburg, Ohio 
will be available for public comment. 

In this Acrion Memorandum, the Department of Energy has determined that the removal 
and onsite bioremediation of oil contaminated soil is the preferred removal action 
alternative. 

This Action Memorandum has been provided to the regulatory agencies. 

The public is invited, and encouraged to review the Action Memorandum at the Mound 
CERCLA Public Reading Room. Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 Central Ave., 
Miamisburg, Ohio. 

All comments regarding the Action Memorandum should be received by December 23. 
1996, and can be directed to Stephen Nowka. EG&G Community Relations, 
P.O. Box 3000, OSW-33OC, Miamisburg, OH 45343-3000, (937) 865-4 140. 

EGcG MOUND APPLIED TECHNOLOGIES e* 
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a Search continues 
for missing tritium . 

The Associated Press . 
, MIAMISBURG - The federal 
government is continuing to 
search for some tritium it cannot 
account for at the Mound nu- 
clear weapons plant.. 

Two  weeks ago, the U.S. De- 
partment of Energy said a dis- 
crepancy had been found in the 
tritium inventory at the Mound 
plant. 

Tritium is radioactive hydro- 
gen gas used to make triggers 
for nuclear weapons. Workers at 
Mound extract tritium from de- 
aceivated weapons, purify it and 
ship it to other nuclear plants. 

Ken Morgan, spokesman for 

the Energy Department’s Ohio 
field office, said Thursday about 
an ounce of tritium could not be 
accounted for. 

‘We are almost certain it’s 
trapped in the system used to 
purify the tritium,” Morgan said. 

He said officials had generally 
ruled out the possibility that the 
tritium was stolen or ,released 
into the air. 

Last week, plant operators ac- 
cidentally released a small 
amount’oftritiuh into the air. 
The Energy Department said 
the .release posed no’ danger to 
the public and was less than re- 
quired to be reported to govern- 
ment environmental regulators. 

The Middletown Journal - A5 
I 
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TheDemocratic candidate for 
Warren County sheriff, who . 
apparently overstated his con- 
nection with the FederalByreau 
of I.nv ing his.cam-, 
..paign ‘the agency to‘. 
issue akingclear . . 

.:that he never was a federal agent. 
Agents with the Cincinnati 

office’ of.the FBI this week visited 
Arlie‘Lawson Jr. to.discuss a . 
newspaper teport in which .the 
Franklin Twp: man reportedly 
claimed to have worked for-the 
FBI in the 1960s. Lawson worked 
‘at a federal nuclear plant.but was 
never an FBI agent. It‘s illegal to. 
falsely make such a claim. . .  : 

“That type .of thing is easily: 
checked,’! said.Ed Boldt, a . . . . .  
spokesman in the FBI’s Cincin- 

. 

nati office, “and without a doubt 
he has not been employed by the 
agenky . ” 

Lawson wrote the statement 
the FBI requested. But the caudi- 
date says he was misunderstodd 
by The Cincinnati Enquirer ana 
never claimed to have been an- 
agent. Lawson says he worked 
security at the Mound Plant in‘ 
Miamisburg when it was a I 

nuclear weapons plant after h e  . 
completed a training program 
created by the FBI. 

“They wrote the manuals, they 
did the whole deal,” said Law-. 
son, who is running agaMst . 
incumbent Republican Tom . 
Ariss., 

But in answering an Enquirir 
questionnaire about his b?ck- 
ground he wrote that he was “aq 
FBI Academy graduate.” 

“This whole thing could have 
been avoided if I hadincluded 
one little word in my campaign :i 
literature and things, one little :: 
word,” Lawson said. ‘!I just :1 
needed to say FBI-approved :: ‘ 
academy.” 

SATURD.AY, NOVEMBER 2,1996 i 
6 
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No explanations can be given on 
missing tritium until facts surface 
To the Editor: 
Concerning missing tritium at 

the Mound Plant: 
First, if the United Sates 

Department of ‘Energy has 
stopped work at the plant, the 
situation is serious. ’ 

Second, if one cannot put the 
gas in a jar to measure it and 
one has to investigate if the 
average amount varies, then 
one can come to the conch- 

sion that this is not a harmless 
gas. 
Third, theft is not highly 

unlikely just because only a 
small number of people know 
how to handle the gas. 

Fourth, just because some- 
thing is available through 
other sources does not mean it 
is not worth- the time and effort 
to acquire it from this source. 

Fifth, if the gas is harmless, 
why worry about the risk of 
exposure. 
To make a long story short, at 
this time, no logical explana- 
tion or excuse can be given 
until the facts are discovered 
from the results of the investi- 
gation. 

Brenda Gaines 
Dayton 
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TODD PUTr/ASSOCIATEO PRESS 

Q.S. Energy Secretar, Hazel O’Leary says she will meet 
yith each of the victims’ families and the remaining 
plaintiff to convey t h e  government’s sentiments. 

WEDNESDAY. NOVEMBER 20,1996 
-- 

DEPAKTMENT OF ENERGY 

.Experiment lawsuit settled 
B+ People were injected with 
plutonium or uranium 
without their consent. 

By Karen MacPherson 
SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS SERVICE 

U.S. Energy Secretary Hazel 
O’Leary on Tuesday formally 
announced a $4.8 million settlement 
for 12 people who were injected with 
plutonium or uranium - without 
their knowledge or consent - during 
government-sponsored radiation 
experiments. 

O’Leary, who announced the settle- 
ment during a meeting of the Ameri- 
can Public Health Association in 
New York, also said she would per- 

sonally meet with the families of 11 
plutonium victims - all now dead, as 
well as with the one woman survivor 
who was injected withuranium dur- 
ing the Cold War experiments. 

Under the settlement, each of the 12 
families or individuals will get 
$4oo,OOo. 

In a rather macabre provision, the 
Energy Department has promised . 
under the settlement to try to have 
the ashes of one plutonium victim, 
Albert Stevens, returned to his fami- 
ly. 

Stevens’ ashes have been missing 
since they were sent from a Califor- 
nia mausoleum in 1975 to Argonne 
National Laboratory in Chicago for 
further study. 
O’Leary said the settlement “goes 

to the very heart of the moral 
accountability the government owes 
its citizens. 

“We are grateful to these families 
for the tough lessons they have 
taught us about trust, responsibility 
and accountability between the gov- 
ernment and the people.” 

O’Leary’s announcement W i l l s  a . 
recommendation of presidential advi- 
sory committee, which was formed 
by President Clinton in 1994 after a 
Pulitzer-prize winning series in The 
Albuquerque Tribune revealed the 
identities of most of the plutonium 
victims. 

familiesTuesday hailed the settle- . 
ment, but said it is a beginning, not 
an end. - ,  

Advocates for the victims and their 
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FERNALD ... .,.._._ 
5 X M 4 .  

1 b. 'Enquifer':'The cleanup . ' 

contractor's.-sir bsidiaries.' . . I .  ' . 

. appear to h.ave..viotated .. 

?he contract.. . . .  

. .  
. ASSFIATED PRESS .: 1:' . - 

.:i CINCINNATI'-.The General 
kccounting Office'is looking into 

. charges that subsidiaries of..the 
company cle.+ing up the-Fernald 
uranium plant did work there. 
without .authorhation, The Cin- 
.Cinnati Enquirer reported "hurs- 
day in a copyright story. 

. Stegner, the-U;Si. Depaktment of 
Energy's spokesman on Fernald, 

-.as saying documents related to 
the alleged violations have been 

. 

... The newspaper.quoted Gary 

Local'members of Congres 
demandeld the investigation o 
Fernald last spring after'alle 
tions of mismanagement, safeq': 
problems and laxioversight. . :Eii? 

being canceled, according:to the , J. Phil Hamric, head of the .::$: 
govement.contract and depart- Energy Department's Ohio melfl? 

-merit regulations.. . .  Ofice and.Jack Craig, .the ' 2;s 
Since.Fluor Paniel.Fernald . :department's Fernald site maiy$ 

received a five?yyear'; $2.5 billion ager, declined repeateg reques-32 
contract to'hanage Fe-@ from the.newspaper for inter- Zc2>. 
December 1992, the.government-- .,?iews. i ra;c> 
precluded Fluorjsubsidiaries Fluor Daniel Fe ia ld  Presi 
from performing work there to John'Bradburne and Liffle a 
prevent-a conflict.of interest. declined -to be interviewed. 

.The Fernald Feed Materials 
Production center processed iira- by Fluor Daniel Fernald stat 
.nium ore-and thorium as part of ''All Fluor Daniel. subsidiar 
the nation's nuclear weapons 'performing work.at (Fernal 

have been.approved by the apq@@ progra1r.from~1951~yntill989, 
when cleanup began: ' .  priate DOE and Fluor Daniel.FeEi 

.The matter now-becomes part nald contracting officers. All 
ofa GAO investigation into alle- activities completed were-con 
gations of mismanagement and tent with the approved baseli 
lack of oversight in the cleanup and the.taxpayers were bille 
-of.the site 18.hiles northwest of only for costs allowed by the 
Cincinnati. applicable contract terms." 2-?? 

.A written statement prepar 

.::&a; 

Evidence of the improper wOEE 
was contained in company 
records, including an e-mail 
sage sent in May by Fluor Dari;,q; 
Fernald Deputy President 3 J m  
Charles Little. The records w d  
obtained by the Enquirer. : 

Little talked about prevent 
recurring problems in which Tz% 
subsidiaries "thought they cod& 
do anything they wanted here$';: 
without (DOE) approval." 

The Enquirer said that corn 
pany and department records 
indicate that three Fluor subs 
iaries - Fluor Daniel Willi 
Brothers, Fluor Daniel Canadh:iz 
and Total Recruiting Services%:< 
performed unauthorized work-?%: 
Fernald in areas such as proj9C.y 
control administration, engine& 
ing  and design work and ernplpg>: 
ment services. 
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Comments were sent via tated” about the messages. 
He said certain employees were government computers, reprimanded and warned that 

recurrences would result in ter- breaking federal. law, a ’ minations. Bradburne said he . 
reports‘ says. had notified congressional lead- 

ers and Energy Department offi- 
CINCI (Ap) - Govern- cials about the problem and the 

mentcomputers were used by COrrective actions. 
employees of the company clean- Despite repeated w-itten warn- 
ing up the Fernald uranium site ings, employee counseling and 
to send electronic mail messages dflcial reprimands by company 
cohtaining profane sexual corn- and government officials during 
ments, racial slurs and religious the Past Yea, Several employees 
jokes, The Cincinnati Enquire,- repeatedly used - as recently as 
reported Saturday. ~ this month - the government‘s 

The problem cont n computer system to send the 
- offensive messages, Fluor Daniel 

human resources policy. 
. Company President John Brad- 

burne told the newspaper that he 
was outraged and “extremely agi- 

mental waste engineer, sued Oct. 
4 in Hamilton County Common 
Pleas Court, charging company 
officials with “negligent inflic- 

r .  

tion of serious emotional dis- 
tress’’. in connection with racial 
and religious e-mails. 

He also is suing the company 
for breach of contract, fraud and 
intentional infliction of emo- 
tional distress, claiming Fluor 
Daniel Fernald officials are try- 
ing to force him to resign. 

The Fernald Feed Materials 
Production center processed ura- 
nium ore and thorium as part of 
the nation’s nuclear weapons 
program from 1951 until 1989, 
when cleanup began. 

Fluor Daniel Fernald received 
8 five-year, $2.5 billion contract 
from the Energy Department in 
1992 to manage Fernald. 
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MOUND PLANT 
POTENTIAL RELEASE 

SITE PACKAGE 
Notice of Public Review Period 

MOUND 

Environmental 
Restoration 
Program 

kl 
The following potential release site (PRS) packages will be available for public 
review in the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, 
Ohio beginning November 29, 1996. Public comment will be accepted on these 
packages from Ncvember 29, 1996, through January 1 ,  1997. 

I 

Questions can be referred to Mound's Community Reliitions at (51 3) 865-4 140. 
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,-.MIAMISBURG 
Mound meeting.set . .  . 

Area reSidentsiare.invited to . 
participate.in the third ofa 
seriesof public meetings 
a%out the hture  of the Mound 
site; .. . 

"The meeting, scheduled at ; 
730 p.m;-.D&. 1l.in.the . . 
Miamisburg Civic Center, will .! 
give citizens-the opportunity j 

. to comment on the fiial draft i 
o f a e  Mound comprehensive : 
i'ehe plan.: 
'I The preferred strategy that 1 
emerged calls for Mound's,.. . 
development as an industrial 
and technology center. The 
plan provides details about the 
ljusiness opportunities as well 
&the investments and bwild- 
ing improvements needed to 
attract targetedbusinesses to j 
the site. 
.;.-The-rneeting.will be hos.ted 
by the Mound Reuse Commit- 
iiie, a copnittee tif.12 people : ! 
who represent.v&ous corn-. j 
munity and.stakeholder inter- 1 
ests. 
.'. The MRC's.role is to guide i 
Mound's future land uses and 
help establish environmental i 

@ 
. .  

cleanup standards. . ' . I  

I 

'WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 4,1996 I 
I 

... ' 

\ 

. .... 
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fou are invited to the third in a series of 
iublic meetings to discuss new directions for Mound: 
her  the past nine months, the Miamisburg Mound Community Improvement Corporation 
MMCIC) has been working with a team of experts Io develop a comprehensive plan lhat 
vill guide the future redevelopmenl 01 Mound. 

3nce work began on the plan, Iwo public meetings have been hosted by the Mound 
3euse CMmiltee lo invite citizens to share their ideas about Mounds future. 

\I the first meeting, held in May, the planning goals, process and time table were discussed. 

41 Ihe second meeting, held in July, citizens learned about three reuse options being con- 
fiered. Those oplions have been studied in greater depth to arrive at the preferred alter- 
xitive of Mound as ad induslrial and technology center. 

The current draft of the plan explores lhis option. The details will be presenled at the lhird 
iubhc meeling on December 11. AHer lhat meeting, any new information will be incorpo- 
ated into Ihe plan. The final version then will be reviewed by the Mound Reuse 
kmmittee and recommended lo Ihe MMCIC Board. II also will be reviewed by the 
Miamisburg Planning Commission and recommended to City Council for approval. 

. -  . ...I . .  
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itiurn gas" 

b 8 of the 22 grams still I 
unaccounted for are said 
to be trapped-in the 
system or nonexistent. 

MIAMISBURG (AP) -Most Of 
the radioactive tritium gas 
feared missing in October from 
the Mound nuclear weapons 
plant has now been accounted 
for, the federal government said. 

In addition, a federal report 
released Wednesday states that 
conditions at Mound pose no 
apparent health hazard to people 
living near the plant. 

The report by the Agency for 
Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry based in Atlanta capped 
a four-ye& investigation into 
whether radioactive and hazard- 
ous-materials at Mound affected 1 

the health of residents near the I 

Miamisburg plant. 
The agency, which is part of 

the U.S. Public Health Service, 
concluded that current levels of 
contamination at Mound would 
not cause anyone harm. It was 
required to conduct a health 
assessment of the site because 
the Mound plant is on the Super- 
fund list of the nation's most haz- 
ardous sites. 

The 22 grams of missing tri- 
tium was discovered by the plant 
operator last October. 

An investigation determined 
that at least five of the 22 grams 
were trapped in the processing 

system, said the U.S. Department 
of Energy. The department 
blamed measurement and 
accounting errors for nine of the 
grams that originally could not 
be accounted for. 

But the agency said that since 
eight grams still remain unac- 
counted for, it plans to improve 
controls over accounting and bet- 1 

ter document tritium processing. 
-Tritium is radioactive hydro- 

gen gas used to make triggers for 
.nuclear weapons. Workers at 
Mound extract tritium from deac- 
tivated weapons, purify it and 
ship it to other nuclear plants. 

Jane Greenwalt, spokeswoman 
for the Energy Department's 
Ohio field office, said the eight 
grams of tritium still unac- 
counted for may eit.BiFljZ--- - - 
trapped in the system or may ni t  
exist at all  because of accounting 
and measurement errors. 
She said investigators have 

concluded that the tritium, - 
which she called "a very small - 
amount," was neither stolen nor 
released into the environment. . 

Following October's inventory, 
the Energy Department sus- ' 

pended tritium-recovery process- 
ing at Mound. The department 
said it plans to resume the pro- - 
cessing as early as next week. 

Tritiumextraction operations 
at Mound are scheduled to be 
completed within about 18 
months. The 306-acre site is being 
converted into a business park. 
The Energy Department hopes to 
vacate the site by 2005. 



Dayton Daily News 
Dayton, OH 
(S=230,000, D=18O,OOO) 

$QA- TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10.1996 

O N U C L h R  NONPROLIFERATION 

U.S. to use plutonium in nuke 

b The administration 
hopes the move will 
encourage Russia to 
destoy its plutonium. 
By H. Josef Hebert 
ASSOCIATE0 PRESS 

WASHINGTON -Hoping to 
pressure Russia to step up its 
destruction of weapons-grade 
plutonium, the Clinton adminis- 
tration on Monday embraced 
using U.S. plutonium in commer- 
cial nuclear power plants. 

The decision ignited contro- 
versy over whether the adminis- 
tration, which has stressed 
nuclear material nonprolifera- 
tion, is sending the world the 
wrong message by blyrring the 
separation of military and civil- 
ian nuclear programs. 

O’Leary, with White House and 
Defense officials by her side, said 
a dual-track of both burning plu- 
tonium in commercial reactors 
as fuel and encasing it in glass 
for burial presents the best 
approach to reducing the Pluto- 
nium stockpile worldwide. 

The disposal was estimated to 
cost $2.3 billion. 

“Today’s action will reduce glo- 
bal nuclear danger,” O’Leary told 
a news conference. She said by 
showing the United States is 

Energy Secretary Hazel 

ready not only.to store the Pluto- 
nium in g1ass;buf also burn it up 
as commercial fuel “we will 
ensure thatsurplus plutonium is. . 
never again used for nuclear . 

weapons.” 
The United States has an esti- 

mated 50 tons of excess Pluto- 
nium in  the fokjn of warhead. 
“pits” and plutonium residues 
from five deca:des of weapons 
production at seven plants 
around the country. Plutonium 
remains highly .dangerous for 
thousands of years. 

The. Russians have expressed 
concern withU.S. negotiators 
that if the United States decides 
to dispose of its excess plutonium 
.be encasing it in glass - or vitri- 
fication - it would be todeasily 
retrievable. Therefore, they have 
-6een relGctant to move aggres- . 
sively td destroy their plutonium 
stockpile. 
“It‘s ,vital for our national secu- , 

rity t&ht we work in pqallel with 
the Russians. . . on plutonium i 
disposition,” White House sci- . 
.ence/adviser John Gibbons said. i 
This, .in the end, will contribute. 
to nonproliferation and not con- . i 
trahict it, he argued. 

John Holum, .director of the ’ : 
V.S. Arms Control and Disarma- : 
ment Agency, called the dual- : 
track appraach “a very impor- 

..tant step forward to ensure 
.:nonproliferation and 
disarmament.” , . 

. 

ir 

I 

. \  
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wound to resume tritiu 
ns this wee 

The Department of Energy 
(DOE) plans to resume its tri- 
tium recovery process at the 
Mound plant this week. The tri- 
tium recovery process is 
designed to recover tritium from 
weapons components for ulti- 
mate shipment and storage to the 
defense stockpile located at  
other DOE facilities. Weapons 
components were manufactured‘ 
at Mound until the early 1990’s. 

The  tri t ium gas recovery 
process was curtailed in October 
to investigate an accounting dis- 
crepancy of about 22.grams of 
tritium gas found as a result of a 
routine inventory. 

The findings of the investiga- 
e i v e  teams chartered by DOE 

and its contractor,  EG&G 
Mound Applied Technologies, 
and made up of subject matter 
experts, attribute 8.09 grams of 

the unaccounted for tritium gas’ 
to measurement errors,  .73 
grams to accounting errors and 
5.31 grams were found to be 
entrapped in the processing sys- 
tem. Because a 7.56 gram dis- 
crepancy remains, DOE will 
continue to resolve identified 
accounting errors and correct 
measurement errors. To prevent 
recurrence, corrective actions 
will be taken which include bet- 
ter accounting controls to assure 
transfer and other transactioris 
are properly entered, better doc- 
umentation of the process and 
accounting systems, control lim- 
its based on actual process con- 
dit ions,  etc. An independent 
team of subject inatter experts 
has begun validating the recon- 
ciliation of the tritium discrepan- 
cy by evaluating the corrective 
actions identified and reviewing 

the  Mound Materials Control 
and Accountability program. 

In order  to meet the DOE 
Ohio  Field Office Vision to 
complete  the cl’eanup of t h e  
Mound site by the year 2005, 
shipment  of the tritium now 
located at the Mound to other 
DOE sites should be completed. 
within 18 months after the plant 
resumes the tritium recovery 
process. 
. A briefing on the findings of 
the investigation and the lessons 
learned will be provided at the 
next quarterly Mound Action 
Committee (MAC) meeting 
scheduled for Jan. 16. 1997 at 
5 3 0  p.m. in the cafeteria at tile 
Mound site. All interested per- 
sons are encouraged to attend. 
For more information. call Jane 
Greenwalt, DOE Public Affairs 
Officer at 865-3 1 16. 

MMCIC to ciiscuss Mound Reuse 
The public is invited to the 

third in a series of meetings 
held by the Miamisburg Mound 
Community Improvement 
Corporation (MMCIC) to dis- 
cuss new directions for  the  
Mound facility. The meeting 
will be held from 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
today at the Miamisburg Civic 
Center. 

Over the past ninth months, 
the MMCIC has been working 
with a team of experts to devel- 
op a comprehensive plan that 
will guide the future redevelop- 

ent of the Mound. Since work 
e e g a n  on the plan, two public 

meetings have been hosted by 

the Mound Reuse Committee to 
invite citizens to share their 
ideas about Mound’s future. 

At the first meeting, held in 
May,  the  planning goals,  
process and time table were dis- 
cussed. 

At the second meeting, held 
in July, citizens learned about 
three reuse options being con- 
sidered. Those options have 
been studied in greater depth to 
arrive at the preferred alterna- 
tive of Mound as an industrial 
and technology center. 

The current draft of the plan 
explores this option. The details 
will be presented at tonight’s 

public meeting4. After the 
meeting, any new information 
wili be incorporated into the 
plan. The final version will then 
be  reviewed by the Mound 
Reuse Committee and recom- 
mended to the MMCIC Board. 
It also will be reviewed by the 
Miamisburg Planning 
Commission and recommended 
to the Miamisburg City Council 
for approval. 

For those who cannot attend 
the meeting, it a lso will be 
broadcast live on Continental 
Cable Channel 10. 

, 



ATSDR'savs Mound is safe 
The Agency for Toxic 
stances and Disease Registry m SDR), part of the US. 

Public Health Service, is evalu- 
ating the Mound Plant, focusing 
on the human health effects of 
environmental contamination. 

ATSDR has prepared a public 
health assessment of the Mound 
Plant for public comment. A 
public health assessment is an 
evaluation of data and informa- 
tion on the release of hazardous 
substances into the environment. 
The public health assessment 
document states that under cur- 
rent site conditions, the Mound 
Plant poses no apparent public 
health hazard to off-site popula- 
tions. 

The document will be avail- 
able for public review and com- 
ment by Dec. 9 at the CERCLA 
Public Reading Room, 305 
Central Ave., Miamisburg. 

The public comment period 
for the public health assessment 
will run Dec. 9 through Jan. 3 1. 

ublic health assessments 
information about haz- 

ardous substances in the envi- 
ronment and evaluate whether 
exposure to those substances in 
the past, present or future could 
harm people in the area. They 
identify health studies or Other 
activities that might be needed 
to make recommendations to 
other government agencies, such 
a s  the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and state and 
local health and environmental 
departments, concerning actions 
to protect public health. 

Public health assessments 
rely on three sources of informa- 
tion: environmental data, health 
data and reports of community 
concerns. Environmental data 
detail the chemicals at a site and 
indicate their potential pathways 
10 reach humans. Health data 
include reports of injury, disease 
or death in  the community. as 

1 as information on thc 
n hunian health effects of 

community coiicerns document 
at the site. Reports of'' 

J 

the public's descriptions of how 
a site affects their health and 
quality'ofli,fe. . ' 

Comments received during 
the piiblic comment period will 
be logged and become part of 
the administrative record for the 
public health assessment.  
Comments (without indication 
of who made them) and respons- 
es will be included in an appen- 
dix to the final public health 
assessment.  Although com- 
menter 's  names will not be  
included in the.public health 
assessment, they are subject to 
Freedom of Information Act 
requests. For that reason, indi- 
viduals should exercise their 
own judgment concerning the 
inclusion of any personal health 
information or other confidential 
data in comments sent  to 
ATSDR. 

Please send written comments 
to: Chief, Program Evaluation, 
Records & Information Services 
Branch, Agency for  Toxic 
Substances and Disease 
Registry, 1600 Clifton Road, 
NE, Mailstop E-56, Atlanta, 
Georgia 30333. 

Community members seeking 
information on the public com- 
ment procedures should call  
ATSDR Health Assessor,  
William Taylor, in Atlanta at 
(404) 639-6035 at ATSDR 
Regional Representative, Louise 
Fabinski at (3 12)886-0840. 

You are invited to the third in a series of 
public meetings to discuss new directions for Mound. 
Over the pas1 nine months. the Miamisburg Mound Community lmprovemenl Corporalion 
(MMCIC) has been working with a team of experls to develop a comprehensive plan that 
wilt guide the future redevelopment of Mound. 

Since work began on the plan, two public meetings have been hosted by the Mound 
Reuse Commitlee lo invile cilizens lo share lheir ideas aboul bounds future. 

AI the first meeting, held in May, lhe planning goals, process and lime table were discussed. 

AI the second meeting, held in July, cilizens learned about lhree reuse options being con- 
sidered. Those oplions have been studid in greater depth to arrive a1 Ihe preferred aller- 
native of Mound as an induslrial and technology center. 

The currenl drafl of the plan explores lhis option. The details will be presenled a1 the lhird 
public meeting on December 11. After lhat meeting, any new informalion will be incorpo- 
rated into Ihe plan. The final ve'rsion lhen will be reviewed by Ihe Mound Reuse 
Commillee and recommended lo Ihe MMCIC Board. It also will be reviewed by the 
Miamisburg Planning Commission and recommended lo Cily Council for approval. 

, 
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tontractor generous in 
ashington 

But politicians say thev like. firm 
for its expertise, not 
BY PAUL BARTON ‘ 

Enquirer Washington Bureau 
WASHINGTON - Fluor Corp., 

the company heading the cleanup 
of Fernald and one experienced at  
construction, environmental and 
engineering work, knows how to 
take care of its interests in Wash- 
ington. 

It employs an army of lobby- 
ists,gives generously to political 
campaigns, shows skill at getting 
federal contracts and is generally 
well thought-of by many prominent 
lawmakers. 

All are factors that could come 
into play as the Irvine, Calif., com- 

ny prepares to enter a critical 

The five-year, $2.2 billion con- 
tract comes up.for renewal in De- 
cember 1997. The U.S. Depart- 
ment of Energy could extend the 
contract for up to three years 
without reopening the work for 
new bids. 

Meanwhile, members of t he  
Ohio congressional delegation, es- 
pecially Democratic Sen. John 
Glenn and Rep. Rob Portman, R- 
Terrace Park, await the comple- 
tion of a General Accounting Office 
icvestigation into charges of finan- 
cial waste and mismanagement at 
Fernald. 

The charges were raised in a 
series published earlier this year in 
‘The Enquirer. 

Friends in D.C. 

a r in its Fernald contract. 

Fluor is generally well-regarded 
on Capitol Hill, where its political 
action coininittee (PAC) distrib- 
utes hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars in campaign cash during every 
two-year election cycle. 

For 1996 raccs, the Fluor PAC 
had distributed $272,000. to con- 

essional candidates through Oct. 
according to the Center for a esponsive Politics, a watchdog 

group that tracks campaign cash. 

- .  

k m e y  gifts 
The figure includes $42,500 to 

Democratic candidates and 
$229,500 to Republican candi- 
dates. 

Over the past three election 
cycles, the company has given a 
total of $294,908 to Democrats 
and $611,200 to Republicans. 

The Fluor-PAC ranks 32nd 
among corporate PACs in contribu- 
tions, according to the latest Fed- 
eral Election Commission rankings. 

Key committees and congres- 
sional leqders are among the recip- 
ients of the cash. 

For instance, nearly all mem- 
bers of the energy and water proj- 
ects subcommittee of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, which 
controls funding for Fernald and 
similar projects, have received 
money from Fluor since 1991. 

They include: 
Sens. Pete Domenici, R.N.M., 

the chairman ($6,000); Mark Hat- 
field, R-Ore. ($1,000); Thad Coch- 
ran, R-Miss. ($4,000); Slade Gor- 
ton, R-Wash. ($3,000); Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky. ($5,000); Rob- 
ert F. Bennett, R-Utah ($2,000); 
Conrad Bums, R-Mont. ($4,000); 
Dale Bumpers, D-Ark. ($2,000); J. 
Bennett Johnston, D-La. ($2,000); 
Ernest Hollings, D-S.C. ($7,000); 
and *Patty Murray, D-Wash. 
($4,000). 

In the House, Rep. Joe Barton, 
R-Texas, has received $7,000 
since 1991. Mr. Barton is chair- 
man of the oversight and investiga- 
tions subcommittee of the House 
Commerce Committee, the sub- 
committee that would have juris- 
diction over any issues the GAO 
may raise in its report. 

In December 1993, Fluor offi- 
cials found themselves grilled over 
Fernald matters by Rep. John 
Dingell, D-Mich., who was then 
chairman of the oversight and in- 
vestiga tions subcommit tee. 

Several of the top recipients of 
Fluor cash speak highly of the 
company. 

Mr. Barton said he knows noth- 
ing about the current Fernald con- 
troversy but that his earlier expe- 
riences with Fluor - on the 
superconducting supercollider 
project in Texas - were positive. 

When asked if the company was 
well-regarded, he said, “In my of- 
fice it is.” 

Rep. Tom DeLay, R-Texas, the 
House majority whip and recipient 
of $25,000 in campaign cash in 
recent years, offered an even 
stronger endorsement. 

“They’re good guys,” he said, 
adding, “From my perspective, 
they are well thought of.” 

Plaudits from Senate 
Similar comments come from 

senators. 
“I’ve always thought very high- 

ly of them,” said Mr. Hollings of 
South Carolina, who is also ranking 
minority member of the Senate 
Commerce Committee. 

And Ms. Murray, whose state is 
the site of another nuclear-weap- 
ons cleanup being handled by Flu- 
or, said the company has “been 
good to work with.” 

Organizations that often oppose 
Fluor on issues acknowledge the 
company’s political strength. 

“Obviously, Fluor is strongly 
supporting a lot of Republican lead- 
ers. We have to assume they are 
getting some access,” said Eileen 
Goldsmith of the United Mine 
Workers, which fights Fluor’s .coal 
subsidiary on issues relating to 
employee benefits. 

The  company also gives i ts  
share of “soft money” to the na- 
tional political parties. The term 
refers to influence-gaining money 
given to political parties during 
presidential election years rather 
than to individual candidates. 

A recent Common Cause study 
. found that Fluor was the top giver 

of soft money to  Republicans 
among engineering and construc- 
tion firms, giving $232,225 
through June 30. 

It was the second-biggest giver 
of soft money to the Democrats 
among such firms, contributing 
$144,800. 

“They certainly know how to 
play the D.C. game,” said Bob 
Schaelfer, spokesman lor the Mili- 



L 

Bowers said, -adding that he is 
widely acknowledged as one of the 
best in Washington on that topic. 

But Mr. Knight’s is far from the 
only prestigious lobbying firm em- 
ployed by Fluor. The company also 
uses Williams and --Jensen, P.C., 
headed by J;D. Williams, whom 
Washingtonian magazine last year 
dubbed a “lobbying legend.” 

“He is certainly one of the 10 
best known lobbyists in .Washing- 
ton,” added Bill Hogan of the &n- 
ter for Public Integrity, a watchdog 
group. Fluor since 1991. 

On its lobbying disclosure form, 
Fluor lists an interest in every- 
thing from military construction 
bills to transportation -appropria- me. I that.” 
tions to omnibus budget bills. It .is . .. . .. :. . , 

one .of the 100 largest federal 
contractors, according to the Gen- 
eral Services Administration. 

Plenty of contracts 
The company does work not 

only for the Department of Energy 
but’also for the departments of 
Defense, Commerce, Health and 
Human Services and the .Environ- 

other federal agencies. 
The work is carried out in h t h  

Carolina, Ohio, Florida, Missouri, 
California, Texas, Maryland, Penn- 
sylvania, Alaska and Arizona. 

Contractors who do  work 
around the country have an advan- 
tage in Congress because they be- 
come constituents for more mem- 
bers, Mr. Hogan said. 

“Haying ,a presence in district 
. . . makes it easier for them to talk 
to a member of Congress,” he said. 

But any.power or influence that 
Fluor has is no more than that. 
possessed by other large firms, say 
many members of Congress and 
other observers. 

“As to whether they have clout 
on the Hill or not, 1et’s.see what 
they did first. Let’s see what the 
GAO comes up -with,” said- Mr. 
Glenn, who has accepted-$11,000 
in CalnPaign contributions from 

.“As ‘far as them being able to: 
stifle any investigation or anytlung 
like that, that’s not possible with’ 

. 

mental Protection Agency, among . .  

tary Production Network, a grass- I 
roots coalition that monitors clean- I 

ups of former nuclear weapons 
sites. 

But Capitol Hill leaders and Flu- 
or officials’say the firm’s Washing- . 
ton practices are no different from, 
nor more influential than, those of 
any other large American compa- 
ny. 

“All we’re trying to do is have 
people understand what we do,” 
said Betty Bowers, head of Fluor’s 
Washington office. 

Ms. Bowers said that although 
the firm does consider such things 
a s  committee assignments and 
leadership positions in targeting 
money, she doubts the money itself 
influences positions. 

“What influences people is that 
they believe in the same things you 
believe in,” she said. 

If campaign contributions are 
not successful in getting the com- 
pany the influence it needs, the 
company can fall back on a team of 
representatives from some of 
Washington’s top lobbying firms. 

The latest disclosure reports 
showed eight firms representing 
the company. 

At the fm of Wunder, Diefen- 
derfer, Cannon & Thelen, the lob- 
byist who has been handling Fluor 
matters is Peter Knight, a long- 
time friend ,of Vice President Al 
Gore who managed the Clinton- 
Gore re-election campaign. 

In August, when Fluor won the 
$5 billion contract to clean up the 
Hanford nuclear weapons site in 
Washington state, there was spec- 
ulation that Mr. Knight’s influence 
played a key role. 

The company and the Energy 
Department deny that. 

“Pete (Knight) did not have any 
contact with me or, to the best of 
my knowledge, with any other 
high-level department officials re- 
garding Fluor Daniel and the Proj- 
ect Hanford management contract 
before the contract was awarded,” 
said Thomas Grumbly, undersecre- 
tary of energy, in response to 
questions The Enquirer posed. 

Mr. Knight took a leave from 
the firm and his clients in May to 
run the Clinton campaign. His of- 
fice said it is uncertain whether he 
will resume lobbying for Fluor. 

“The reason we put Peter  
Knight on retainer is for his exper- 
tise on environmental issues,” Ms. 

. .  , . _ _  , . ... . .- .. . . . . . . . . . 
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