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°  RE: OU 10 Proposed Action Memorandum (PAX), Bldg 443 Tank Removal, Octaber, 1994
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Dear Mxr. Slatan, -~ - yrere, Py
The Colorado Department of Public Bealth and the Exvironment, Hxzardous Materials
#nd Waste Management Divisiom (the Division), has reviewed the ebove :efe:gnced
document. submitted by DOE and prime operating contxactor, EG&G. The Davigion’s
comments are attached. v,y
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A& we stated in staff-level meetings an this proposed action, the Divisiop does not
agree with the proposed action and will not approve it., This actiom weould vioclate
RCRA/CHWA regulatiocos, 'would pot. achigvey risk reduction, would exacerbats
contamination problems, could not be implemented within six months of epproval, and
would be wastefil of money, We are particularly displeased that this document weat
to public comment with a statement cn page 22 of the PAM which reads "The CDPEE

recommenda that this vemoval acticn be-completed.® This statement is falge.

The Davisacn continues to believa that an accelerated action can be performed for
the tanks i{n INS§ 2129, Eowever, any such action -must be properly scoped,
techoically sound, and compliant with RCRA/CHWA and CRRCLA. We dhave listed what
we believe £o ba the minjmum xequiremesta of an acesptable acticn in our attached

comoentg.

We would like to remand DOR that any claeanup actien taken by DOE at Rocky Flats
requires Divigien and EPA approval prier to amplementatien.
1

Is yon- have any qu;acie;z; Tegarding the atiached comments, please call Cathy
Alstatt at €92-33489. -
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Per the agreed upon language in the propowed modification to the IAG r

Proposed Action Memorwnda (PAMs), prior to iuplementation, both agreement between
the parties that the proposed action is necessary and appropriate and approval by
the Division sad EPA 1is requized;— The Division bhas stated f£rom the beginaning of
digscugssicns on this issus, apd st every meeting since, that we do not agree that
the proposed action is appropriate or well concelved and would not approvs it. The

reasong for this are as follown:

1. As proposed, the action would violate several RCRA/CEWA regulaticos
including, one or more of the following:

a) failure to maka a hazardous waste determination om the excavated
so1la, ground water, and decontamination watar,

b) conductaing RCRA/CHNA cleogure without an approved closure plan,

c) failure to meet ¢closure performance standards,

d) usauthorized treatment of bazardous wasta, and

e) if the soils contain hazardous wastea, iwproper disposal of
hazardous waste and possidble viclation of land disposal
restrictionm. .= .z LTt Lol
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This is unacceptadble
S X —_—-1

2. The proposed action does pot achieve risk reduction. Only psxt of the
“source* would be! removed (the ‘tanks,.which curzently contain cnly sludge and
ground water) and the part -remaixing (comtawripated soil and ground watax)
would be disturbed to such 2 dagree that exacerbaticn of tbha coptamination
vould probably ocgur, theredby potentially Jucreasing wick. This 4ia

.t Y \mACCepta.ble. Py - T i we ] TMoT UL 8STeld ¢ .t ENTTY

3. _ Past activity and data fxrom the IHSS 129 vicinity suagest that free product

- =% « is.probebly present. In addition, ground water is shallow in the ares and
DOE acknowlaedges tkat gignificant water influx into the excavation is
2~ expected, Bowever, any free product in’the vicinity would also-flow in to
. "~ the excavation. - This is notlacoouiited for-in DOR’s plan. ! Excavating and
r  iITpumping wonld max the water-and free product to such z degree thatiadditional
- 7 soil and water would unaveidably Igegome cemtanioated., Thisg-is unlacceptable.
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¢.” 7. Even though DOR‘!proposes  to ¢oliect additicnal sub-surface. sang;lts before
- - implementarion -of this acticn, re-characterizasion of this IHSS after
‘unplamanx:ation ?t this ac:.‘.c:'l weu.ld'_ be na?_euu-y. _Ca:u::_-uctio:h activities
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and replacement of contaminated moils parformed in this action will change
the hydrologic esvirenment and centamination extest and mobility at IESS 129.
This is unacceptable and would be wasteful of additional money.

s. The PAM p es to treat the water phase contents of tha tanks and tho
tank/pipe decon water with an oil/water separator apd GAC. At this point in
time, no oil/water peparator is permitted or otherwise authorized for the
treatment of hxzardous waste at RPETIS &nd it is unclesar to which GAC
treatment unit tha text refers. The PAM process does not mee:t tha permitc
modificaticn requirements. As ve hava stated since the IAG PAM ge was
developed, if implameataticn ©of an action necessitates expanciom of axisting
pernitted treagmant or sptorage O Tro s that new trogtment or storage be

*  pearmitted, the-removai-mnd-treatment or storage action must be accomplished
using tha exicting IM/IRA gx, ROD/CAD processes. K Theas are the only vehicles
avxilable to simultaneously.permpit treatment, £iorage, and/or disposal and
present a decision regarding corrective acticn. Therefore, if additional
treatment or storage of hazardous waste ig necessary to lmplement thas
acticn, it sust be implemented 28 an IM/IRA, and the hazardous waste permit

must be modified.

6. One of the agreed upon criteria for sctions covexed by PAMs was an ability
to aimplement the action withan six months after receiving regulatory
approval, EHowever, the acheduls in this PAM indicatss that the tanks would
pot be removed ugtil August 4, 1995; cover seven memths aftexr PAM approval.

7. In summary, a technically sound and regulatorily compliant accelerated
cleanLp action can be acconplished at IS5 129, but may need to be
implegented through az IM/IRA., We belaeve that thie would include, but not
necessarily be limited to: .

a) & complete subsurface investigaticn of the four-tank viecindty
inciuding a detexmination of the exteont of contamination for
T ©r “+:=  both subsurface.soll-and;grotmd water, .« T -

b} 't removal-and appropriataitreatment.of coutents of all four tanks;

- T .e)-' L LNAPLS removal froa the foure-vank vicinity,- 1f fnecCesSsary;
q) dewvatering ths foux-tank vicimity to levels below the tanks and

- appropriata treatment'of this watex; '- . e Tt @ 2t
removal .of all contaminated solle fzrom ths four-tankivicinity,

¢ e) N
p - -and appropriate treatment; storage, ©or’ dispogal of the soil;

- - % removal of at. Yeast tanks £3 and '£4,.'and their ancillery
. - equipwent with approprizte decontamination and Aisposal,
- g) investagution and inspection’ of-tanks:#1 and #2 and removal, if
= = necessary, including :ancailary equipmant .with sppropriate
® : decontaminatiem xod dasposal; v ) . ‘ Yoo
© <~ 1) Placement of pew-tanks, s necessary; - ¢ 3
. 1) = packfillang with ¢lean!or treatad soil; Cee
- 3) ° end onogoing removal-and treatment of’ contaminated ground water.
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No specific commeats are beang forwarded at thus tima due to the upacceptable
nature.nf this:document.' . 2 I S A B S Sl B ‘ s 3
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