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July 2, 1992 92-RF-7387

Terry A. Vaeth
Manager
DOE, RFO

Attn: F. R. Lockhart

SUBSTITUTION OF ANALYTICAL METHODS FOR 881 HILLSIDE AND 903 PAD SAMPLES -
MBA-0484-92

This letter serves to inform the Department of Energy, Rocky Flats Office (DOE/RFO) that
the analytical methods for a portion of the routine monitoring underway at the 881 Hillside
and the 903 Pad will be temporarily modified. Specifically, Technical Memorandum No. 1
to the Operable Unit No. 1 (OU 1) Work Plan and Technical Memorandum 2 in the OU 2
Work Plan specify analytical method 502.2 be used for specific Volatile Organic Analysis
(VOA) samples taken from ground water and surface water in these OUs. This 502-2
analytical method merely provides a lower detection limit than other methods for the
volatile analytes. EG&G has completed two sampling rounds using the 502.2 method but
will not be able to complete the next round of sampling using this method because the
laboratory providing this service is no longer under contract to EG&G.

The impact is that until a contract for this service is in place, the lower detection limits
achievable by method 502.2 will not be available. The use of method 502.2 has met the
original intent of the Technical Memorandums, which was support of the remedial
investigations. The investigations are now complete and the 502.2 method was used for all
of the appropriate sampling; however, DOE should notify the Environmental Protection
Agency and the Colorado Department of Health of the change in procedure for the routine,
ongoing sampling. EG&G is analyzing the existing two quarters of data and will make a
recommendation to DOE on which analytical method is appropriate for future analyses.

Please call C. B. Gee or E. A. Dilié of the Environmental Management Remediation Programs
Division staff at extension 8550 or extension 8684 respectively if any questions arise.
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