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4210 East 1 lth Avenue 
Denver, Colorado 80220 

Gentlemen 

We are transmmng the Responsiveness Summary (RS) on the September 26,1990, proposed 
document enQtled "Surface Water Intenm Measures/Intenm Remdal Amon Plan and Proposed 
Decision Document for 903 Pad, Mound, and East Trenches Areas, Opemble Umt 2, U S 
Department of Energy, Rocky Flats Plant, Golden, Colorado" (IM/IRAP) We are submtttlng the 
RS pursuant to the draft Enwonmental Restorauon Federal Fadity Agreement and Consent 
Order (known as the Enwonmental Restorahon InterAgency Agreement, IAG) whch specdies 
submttal of the RS by December 13,1990 Also &scussed 111 h s  letter is a proposal to defer 
treatment proposals for the 903 Pad area seeps and then reqmng amendment of the IM/IRAP at a 
later ume 

On September 18,1990, we subrmtted the draft proposed IM/IRAP for your revlew and comment 
pnor to release to pubhc comment As a result of your comments, the IM/IRAP was h f i e d  
and then issued for pubhc comment on September 26,1990 The pubhc comment pen& far the 
IM/IRAP closed November 24,1990 

Comments were very helpful, but indcated signlficant concerns wth several fundamental plan 
elements Based upon the vanous comments received, it has become clear that we need to rehnk 
our approach for treatment of the seeps 111 the mamty of the 903 pad area (Woman Creek) 
Concerns idenokd mclude bench scale treatabhty tesang bemg conducted pnor to field 
treatabdity tesang, mter-basm transfer of water from Woman Creek h n a g e  to the South Walnut 
Creek dmnage basin, dscharge of treated water into dramage basms, and resuspension (in water 
as well as ax) of plutonium contarmnated sods dunng excavmon These are sipficant issues 
which cannot be resolved quickly in a responsible manner As a result, we propose to proceed 
with the South Walnut Creek pomon of the IM/I&W and reconsider the proposed IM/IRAP 
treatment for the 903 pad area seeps 

We are proposing to m a m u  the onpal schedule on the South Walnut Creek pomon of the 
IM/IRAP (mcludmg the field treatabihty tesung) We would then propose a schedule for the 
Woman Creek pomon as an addendum to the IM/IRAp Consideraam m the addendum wll be 
for conducung bench scale treatabihty tests (as you know, we have been unable to do mmngful 
bench scale testlng of the 903 pad area seeps due to insufficient seep flow) Flow wth suffiaent 
radlonuchde concentraaons is not expected una1 Spnng At that ame we should be able to collect 
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water and conduct bench scale tests We tentaavely propose a JuneBuly 1991 hmeframe for 
subrmttal of an addendum to the IM/IRAp whch would conslder treatment dtemahVeS and water 
management dternahVeS (recychg) One such alternative may be &ymg the 881 W i d e  
IM/IRAP treatment fachty to treat the water h m  903 pad area seeps Other altemahves wrll also 
be explored 

Another considexahon m the (tentahVe June/July 1991 addendum) would be consideraaon of 
addmg Surface Water staaon 21 to the IM/IR4P The current IM/IRAp, Sectlon 2 2 3 1, was 
dxscovered to be mcorrect m descnblng the sources of the culverts (the cormgated culvert, SW-60 
&d the un-numbered concrete culvert) from under the PSZ. SW-21 is the outflow of South 
Walnut Creek under the PSZ, rather than SW-60 SW-60 drams surface water flow from south 
of the PSZ The h t e d  data from SW-21 does mdxcate volatde 0-c contarmnaaon. 
Therefore, lnclmon of SW-21 wdl be evaluated and included m the finahzed IM/lRAP/EA 

As per the IAG, we expect to receive your comments on the Responsiveness Summary by 
December 20,1990 As specified m the detsuled schedules to the JAG, on January 11,1991, 
we wdl subrmt the finahzed Responslveness Summary as well as a finahzed IM/IRAP/EA for 
the South Walnut Creek collecaon and treatment, Fmahzaaon and your approval of the 
Responsiveness Summary and the IM/IR4P/EA is scheduled for January 14,1991, wth the ten- 
day pubIic avadabhty January 28 through February 8,1991 DOE-HQ is scheduled to finalize 
the= NEPA deterrmnaaon by February 8,1991 Construcaon mvmes for the first phase 
(instaUatlon of granulated orgamc carbon wts) of South Walnut Creek (SW-59 and SW-60) 
poraon of the IM/IRAP are scheduled to commence February 11,1991, and field treamb&ty 
tesmg m South Walnut Creek March 11,1991 As has been & s c u d  wth you, we propose to 
hscuss demls for our request for deferral of the Woman Creek dramage b m  porhon of the 
MIRAP on December 18,1990 

We request that you copy cover Scott Grace on future correspondence and telefax copies of your 
comments on the RS h c t l y  to Scott Grace at telefax number 966-2256 Should you have any 
queshons, please feel free to contact Scott Grace of my staff at 966-7 199 

Smcerel y , 

Daid P Skonson, Assistant Manager 
for Enmnmental Management 

Enclosure 

cc w/o enclosure 
T Olsen,DOE/RF 
B Lews,DOE/RF 
R Buk,DOE/RF 
E Evered, EG&G/RF 
T Greengard, EG&G/RF 
G Anderson, EG&G/RF 

cc w/enclosure. 
B Frazer,EPA 
N Matsura,CDH 
J Scheffehn, CDH 


