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IMPACT OF RCRA PERMllTlNG ON SOLAR PONDS SLUDGE REMOVAL 
PROJECT - SRK-265-93 

Ref: 

In the referenced letter, DOE challenged EG&G with new, very aggressive milestones for emptying the 
Solar Ponds. The first of these milestones, to empty Pond 207-B, is December 31, 1993, approximately 
ten months earlier than the commitment schedule. EG&G recognizes the high visibility and strategic 
importance of this initiative, and has committed to provide strong and consistent effort to meet DOE's 
challenge. We intend to keep DOE fully informed of our progress, and wish to inform you that obtaining a 
"RCRA Change to Interim Status" from the Colorado Department of Health (CDH) may prevent us from 
meeting DOES first challenge. Our current schedule indicates that we will definitely not be able to empty 
the B Pond by December 31,1993 if CDH approval of the Interim Status change is not received by 
December 17, 1993. 

Obtaining a RCRA Change to Interim Status to allow the sludge to be stored on the 750 Pad is a necessary, 
legally mandated precursor to emptying the pond. To support the aggressive schedule, we have included 
DOE and CDH representatives at our weekly planning and status meetings since June 15, 1993. These 
meetings have covered the project's permitting needs and provided informational hand-outs. CDH 
permitting staff began attending the meetings on October 15 and have been working with EG&G and DOE 
staff on a draft of the request since then. While the formal request was in preparation, we have been 
working to respond to CDH's requests for information. On November 26, the CDH transmitted a formal 
request for information to DOE and suggested conditions to be met prior to their approval of the change to 
interim status. The formal request took longer to issue than had been expected for a high-priority project: 
EG&G signed the request for the needed changes on October 29 and DOE signed on November 29, 
1993. EG&G hand-delivered the document to the CDH on November 29. 

M. N. Silverman (12045) to H. P. Mann, Accelerated Solar Ponds Closure, 
December 2,1993 
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A 3 M t N  4EC * The level of detail requested by CDH and the conditions they have suggested have expanded the scope 
7PLrEIP PLTSI;lJD(; of the permitting effort far beyond our original plans. We now expect that CDH might not provide approval 

in time to support DOE's challenge. in particular, many items we had expected to resolve by supplying an 
independent certification of the tank system, such as structural integrity and tightness testing, the CDH 
appears to want to examine directly. They have raised questions on whether the waste has been properly 
characterized (especially for organic constituents), whether corrosion coupons must be used, how to 
evaluate off-site odor control, and how to demonstrate structural integrity of the tanks on an on-going basis. 
They have also requested that they, CDH, approve design and construction drawings and tank 
specifications. EG&G feels this level of CDH review exceeds what is required by law, but probably falls 
within the CDHs authority to establish additional requirements and conditions. While EG&G can provide all A~TMXIZED C~ASSIFIER - 

~ ~ = U M E ~ C I A S ~ R U ~ ~  the requested information, it is unlikely CDH can review and assimilate the significant amount of detail and nc -AnDN ... act on our requested change in time for us to meet the challenge. 
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If you have any questions, please contact me on 966-8541. 

S.R. Keith 
Program Director 
Solar Pond Projects 
EG&G Rocky Flats, Inc. 
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Orig. and lcc: F. R. Lockhart 

cc: 
H. Belencan - DOE,EM-453 
S. Howard DOE,RFO 
M. Witherill - DOE,RFO 


