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Stage 1 Implementation of OU5 and OU6 Surface Water and Sediment Samp

Ench Evered, Director
Environmental ement
EG&G Rocky Flats Inc

The work plans for Operable Unit (OU) 5 and OUG state that all existng surface water and
sediment data will be reviewed prior to mtiation of field activines Data collected dunng
the ongoing monitoring activiies may already satisfy the requirements of these work

plans I request that your staff start this data assessment immediately so that field wotk
mulestones for both OUS and OU6 are met.

Although the scope of this assessment 1s not clear my staff and I agree that the level of
effort appropniate for this assessment 1s significant. The final product of this assessment
will be a techmcal memorandum (TM) for each of the OUs The TM will compile the
data, descnbe the assessment procedures that were performed, mnterpret the results of the
assessment as they apply to the OUs, and develop and propose a justfied strategy for

surface water sample collection 1n specific areas

In concurrence with staff members from the Earth Resources Division (ERD) Surface
Water Division (SWD) and Remedial Programs Division (RPD) we ask that the
assessment be performed in the following manner

Literature Review
Uthze existing reports that support the characterization of contamination m QUS and

oue6

Data Compilanon
Ths review applies to all surface water and stream sediment data collected form 1989
to present In areas where there 1s groundwater and surface water interaction use
groundwater data to support any mnterpretations Pond sediment data includes the
results of all samples collected since the mnitial construction of each pond. Do not limt
this assessment to chemical data. Include toxicity and ecological studies 1n the
assessment 1if they will contribute to the charactenzation of the dranages Incorporate
supporung studies such as those performed on storm events pond stratfication
surface water/groundwater interaction and pond sediment accumulation 1nto the
assessment when appropnate
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Assessment
Delivery deadlines for this assessment are tied to the schedule for implementation of
field work at each OU For this reason segment the assessment 1nto two steps  First
complete an evaluation of pond water and pond sediment Follow step one with an
evaluation of stream channels and creek flows

Complete each assessment with respect to the OU requirements Address sampling
requirements outlined 1n the Inter Agency Agreement (IAG) However consider
methods of characterization that will improve on the requirements of the IAG  Justfy
interpretations with a clear and concise formulation of scientifically accepted concepts
Present the technical memorandum in a format that will be easily understood by
readers not experienced with the methodology used in the assessment

Recommendations for sampling may not agree with the work proposed 1n the current
OU sampling plans or the IAG Outhine and rationalize 1n detail any deviations from
these documents Prepare standard operating procedures (SOPs) required for any
special sampling not detailed 1n the current surface water volume Since the TM will
serve as the surface water and sediment samphng work plan after completion attach
SOPs required for the special sampling to the TM

We believe that a quality assessment of existing data will produce the rationale for a
substantial reduction 1n the proposed surface water sampling program for both OUS and
OU6 Therefore the increased cost of this assessment will be matched with reduced costs
for subcontracted field sampling and analysis The assessment may recommend no
change or additional field samphng Since a thorough understanding of surface water
conditions :n Woman Creek and Walnut Creek 1s mandatory for these pnonty drainage
OUs savings will be realized duning the development of the Phase 1 Report

The deadline for the completion of these TMs 1s dictated by your schedule for field
activities and the time required for regulatory approval The EPA has suggested that they
will accelerate their review of TMs for OUS and OUG6 to one week However this review
pertod will depend on the quality of the TM DOE has been workang closely with EG&G
staff on the scope of these TMs This relanonship should continue throughout the
assessment process 1n order to reducing the ame required for internal review and assure
that the EPA 1s informed of our progress To maintain this relatonship we request thata
biweekly meeting be scheduled between representatives of DOE the responsible RPD QU
managers and experts from SWD and ERD The purpose of the meeting will be to
resolve any 1ssues that anise duning the assessment and to assure that there 1s adequate
coordination between DOE and participating EG&G Davisions

If you have any questions please call Jen Pepe at x2184

Environmental Restoration Divi1sion
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