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Shirley Ohnger
Environment Safety and Healith
DOE RFFO

COMMENTS FROM COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH & ENVIRONMENT
(COPH&E) TGH 388 94

in informal comments dated September 6 1994 on the Pond Water Management Intenm
Measures/Intenm Remedial Actions document the CDPH& E made the following statement

DOE s preference to intentionally route hazardous waste to the
STP coupled with the imited NPDES analytical suite render 1its direct
discharge mappropriate at this time (silver discharge on 7/8/94 1s a good

example)

We have attached a copy of this comment which we believe represents a serious allegation on the
part of the State which needs to be quickly addressed We belheve the suggestion thatitis DOE s
preference to route hazardous waste to the Rocky Flats Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) is entirely
untrue It must be made clear to the State that EG&G Rocky Flats Inc (EG&G) never has
intentionally routed hazardous waste to the STP All non process non domestic waste streams
discharged to the sanitary collection system have been identified and included in a number of
submittals to the Environmental Protection Agency also reviewed by the State None of these
waste streams i1s a hazardous waste Moreover the July 8 incident cited in the State s comments
was an accidental release of approximately eight gallons of photographic solution to a floor drain
this was not intentional and the charactenzation of the solution as a hazardous waste 1S stil 1n
question EG&G s nictly controls discharges to the sanitary collection system such that no
hazardous wastes are Intentionally routed to the STP

EG&G urges DOE RFFO to insist that the State of Colorado remove this suggestion of improper
corduct 1n therr final comment Unless corrected comments such as these will remain in the public
record of this project and could negatively influence future negotiations relating to surface water

management at this Site
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Colorado Departm nt or Public Health aod Environment
Informal Comments
Draft Chapter 5 Pond Water IM/IRA

1) W have previousty expressed our reluc.aace to consider flow througn es a viable short term alternanve We
continue to feel that an uncontrolled/unactected ¢ lease getung through the syst~m presents ao unacceptable nsk
no mesti.c how small the probabiity of such a release  We 1eel the only real st ort term oplons ar those that

mawntain and improve the baich isolation system mcluding

umproving dam integnity to eoable wncreased volume retention
decreasin  discharge cvcle requ mens by wncorporaning new analytical me.2ods with quicker

turnaround mes
Justitying «nd improvin  where possible maxunim draw down rates
IDcorporatmg Water consumptive and recyelin  measures to rede  the amount of influent and storea

yvaters o the pood system can b appliud to all sourcss ot wat r -ntening the poad system

Several of thes car be mplemented immediately end wnexo~sively

DOE has much work zhcad befo- 2 Jow throu h sysiem cao be phased .n DOE s prefereace to 1ntentionail
rout. hazardous was~ s to the ST® coupled with the lumted NPDES anzivtical swit  renuer s durect discaarge
1nzpproonate at this ume (silve- discnaree oo 7/8/94 1s a ood example) Taere 1s no real tme analyocal

mozat ¢ng equipment for m aningful indicaior perem (e~ gamely PW/Am  4s a result any vanatior on th

.0 v through scheme really 1sa t 2 short terp opion  Despt  this four of the six 2lt Tz 1ves present.d m you-
ubmitt.i whicn are clearly idenaned as shoct tern 1o aenr~ are flow throtgh

DOE *rzs not b agy means exhzusted its opuons to mantz.a and unpro ¢ @ oatch p acess Flov Jwrougn v 1l
be coasiaered only waen DOE is leit with oo odier choic

2) The matrix 1s 2 ood tuou ht aod we suopo-t a methoa dat would allow an unbia..d evalu tiop of
eltern_nves [f DOE chooses to use this matrix we requre a aetailed jusarcation of the raaking fz tors wssigr a
to ca o crit na. 1 ssems thougn that the evalu~ 1om cri en1a are weightea .o such a way as to ‘vor tb~ flow
throuh alternatives Qualy cniten 1 and 6 support batchin, with criten 2 4 end > clearly supooning flow
@rough Simplc algeb a shov s whicn wey s 1s headed Ve would ar ue that echi ving the Segmen 4
stantlards assures protection of functional ecologies (and thar Segment 4 stanaards should bave a much hugher

w ghting factor) and that citena 4 and S are 1aentical We reserve the rght to ejec an alternanve cnosen on

the basis of an cvaluation me hanism that 1s predispositionea

3) Aay facility that mznages RCRA hazardous waste will be req red to mc t the substanave requirements of
RCRA nciuding (but not lunited to) secondary contarameat

4) The costs associated with trearment aod monitoning upgrad.s will far exceed implementation of measures
listed 10 comment number 1 We encourae DOE to pursue sunple non czpital mteasitv  alt matives

>) Who requires a formal biologtcal assessment of the selec. d alternauve? What ecosyst.m 1s b~ing protected?
Has DOE considered that the current batching configuration is more like th ambient condiqoas 1a existeace
before DOE was ever there (ntermuttent flow)? It will be dufficuit to prove a continuous flow system 1s b tter
for funcoonal ecologies whea such conditions have never occurred there

6) All off spec waters be they spills or storm water should o to the tankage as the first choice Coo-dination
with the Industnal Area IM/IRA will be necessary on this painc

S ptember 6 1994



