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Ref: GHWM-FT

Mr. Staven Slaten

U.S. Department of Energy
Rocky Flats OQffice

P.O. Box 928

Golden, Colorado 80402-0528

Dear Mr. Slaten:

EPA received your December 15, 1394, letter reguésting
extensions of the delivery dates for the draft and £izal RCRA
Facility Investigation/Remedial Investigaticn (RFI/RI, Repor:s

for both Operable Unit (OU) 5 and OU 6.

Over the past month, EPA, the Colorazdo Department cof Healt
and Environment, and your staff discussed the impacts of ths
requested extensions on the milsastones ¢f other affscted CUs

is our understanding that OU 2 will be impacted most
significantly, yet no schedule extsnsions ars forasseen for this
QU or any others toc incorporate the ecological risk assessmenc
appropriately in the decision making process Currsnt plans ar

to integrate the results of the Woman and Walnut Cresek watershe
ecological risk assessments into the QU 2 FS no latsr than ths
detailed analysis of altsrnatives ghase. The final RFI/RI Rspo
for OU 2 will not contain the ecolcgical risk assessment. This

is acceptable to us.

In our judgement, ra-scoping the ecological risk assessments

to result in a defensible Record cof Decision for the affsctad CUs

constitutes gocd cause for the regquestsd schedule extensions.
Accordingly, we approve the following milestone dates:

Cdne TTHD

QU 5 S
Draft R¥FI/RI Report November 1, 1885
Final RFI/RI Report April 2, 19886

QU 6
Draft RFI/RI Report Qctober 2, 1985
Final RFI/RI Report February 21, 1896
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Ne ars concernsd that thsese milesccones ncT zdecuataly
raflect the level of 2ffors raquirad to implament zan scolcgical
risk asSsessment on tie watarshed sczle. For examzls, cne kay
schedule assumpticn was that Cak Ridge's "Scressning Zenchmarks
fcr EHcolcogical Risk Assessment! would adeguazzsly zddrsss che
cnemicals detacted at Rocky Flats In rezlizty, we nhave Zound
that the datzbase needs to be supplementad, rscuiring either
development of additicnal benchmarks, or refinements £o the

chemicals of concern selection process. Either choice means
additicnal time. Other examples of potential schedule impacts
include coordination with the natural rasource trustess and ZPA
Region 8's Biological Technical Assistance Group, and acialeving
consensus on the assessment and measursment endpoints.

We recommend that QU 5 and OU 6 schedules be re-examined o
all parties at the time of submittal cf the pronl:m formulaticn
technical memoranda for each QU. We anticipatse additicnal
schedule adjustments will be needed.

We look forward to working with your staff in accomplishing
the important work ahead. Our point of contact on the ecological
risk assessments for operable units 5 and 6 is Bonnie Lavelle,

(303) 294-10867.
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Joe Schieffelin, CDPHE
Carl Spreng, CDPHE
Harlan Ainscough, CDPHE
Jeb Love, CDPHE

Kurt Muenchow, DOE

Ed Mast, EG&G

Carol Bicher, EG&G
Neil Holsteen, EG&G
Frank Vertucci, EG&EG



