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The purpose of h s  letter is to respond to issues stated in your letter dated July 261993, 
concemng hscharges from the tcmnal ponds at the Rocky Flats Plant. I' 

Ethvlhexyl Phthalate cBis-2), 
Currently, the Enwonmental Protecoon Agency @PA) has proposed a dnnlclng water 
standard of 6 pg/L for ethylhexyl phthalate (bis-2) Although this compound has been 
detected in pond waters at the plant, it has also been found above the proposed standard 
m samples taken from the local cihfs' raw and finished waters, and in laboratory blanks 
analyzed by the Colorado Department of Health (CDH) Ethylhexyl phthalate (Bu-2) is 
used in plastics, and is a common contamnant. Before any drscussions between the 
Department of Energy/Rocky Flats Office, @OE/RFO), CDH, EPA, and the local 
communiaes occur on an "appropnate" standard for this compound, it would be 
advantageous for both CDH and DOE,/RFO to gather more informanon and andyhcai 
input on this compound to ensure that any standard developed is truly indicaave of 
polluhon, and protectwe of human health and the environment as prescnbed by the 
Colorado Water Quahty Control Comrmssion rules and regulatlons 
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y S Armv Corns of Enmneers R C D O ~ ~  o n T m  nal Pond Dam Stability, 
The final report prepared by the U S Army Corps of Engmeers (COE) on the stability of 
the dams at temnal ponds on plant-site was delivered to DOE/RFO in July 1993 After 
an internal reporhng is made to upper management at the plant, a presentation will be 
scheduled with cognizant personnel at CDH and with the State Engmeers Office Since 
mdfied pond operaaons may be rtquired, these operabonal plans will also bc discussed 
at that tlme 

Surface Water Manayement P& 
Water from such sources as operable unit (OU) discharges, sewage treatment plant 
effluent, stomwater, incidental waters, and other sources of water on plant site are 
channeled into the A and B senes ponds m the Walnut Creek Basin, and into Pond C-2 in 
the Woman Creek Basin The ponds are not used as dilution basins, they are uscd to 
prevent unconmlled drscharges, and to isolate and test all water before it leaves the 
plantsite, as prcscnbed in the Agreement in Pnnciple between DOE and the state of 
Colorado As stated to your staff pnwously, a draft Surface Water Management Plan 
was being finahzed last year at the hme the request from CDH and EPA was issued to 
DOERFO to preparc an Intenm Measdntenm Remedial Acaon (l[M/IRA) for pond 
water management. Untd the declsron to implement the Pond Water Management 
IWRA 1s made, it would be premature to make permanent decisions and plans on 
management pracaces for all surface waters on p\ant site 
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DOE/RFO and EG&G have been ddigent in managmg surface water at the plant as 
evidenced by concmnce wth CDH as to the safety of pond water discharges for the last 
two and a halfytars, and, m most cases, meehng Segment 4 stream standards wthout 
trcatmenL All operable unit (OU) dmharges to surface waters on plant site arc aptx i  to 
by CDH and EPA under the Interagency Agreement (IAG), and must meet applicable or 
relevant and appmpnate rtquutmtnts ( A M s ) .  The DOE/RFO and EG&G drwsions 
responsible for surface water quahty have been worlang wth the Enwonmental 
Restoranon staffs to monitor the OU lscharges for possible mpacts on surface water 
quality. If the Water Quahty Control Division of CDH feels these drscharges to surface 
waters arc mappropnatc, further discussions wth the Resource Constrvahon and 
Rtcovcy Act (RCRA) Diwsion of CDH concerning rcnegohaaon of the IAG may bt 
warranted. 

We wdl keep you mformcd of the pond release status, and any signlficant events that may 
occur afkctmg the pond dscharges If you have any quesnons or comments regardmg 
this response, please contact A1 Howard at 966-5915, or Gad €I111 at 966-3424 

Sincerely , 

a&- . I t Manager for Transihon 
Restorahon 

cc 
J. Bruch, WQCD, CDH 
S Tarlton, W U ,  CDH 
R Shankland,EPA 
R Schassburger, ERD, RFO 
R craun, CED, RFO 
M. Roy, Oce, RFO 
A. Howard, EPD, RFO 
G. Hill, EPD, RFO 
T. Hedahl, EWM, EG&G 
N Hutchs, ERM, EG&G 
ID. Ward, Legal, EG&G 
G Setlock, EPM EG&G 
S Marshall,SWD,EG&G 
S Peths, SWD, EG&G 


