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Background Sods Charactenzatlon 
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EG&G Rocky Flats, Inc. 

The Department of Energy received your memorandum (93-RF-0690) regardng 
background soil charactenzaoon and we do not agree wth your conclusions 
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Your memorandum states that EG&G wdl develop sufficient background sod data to meet 
InterAgency Agreement requsrements by uuhmg samples prewousIy collected by the OU1 
RFI/RI and unplemenung the OU2 swface sod samphg program. Ininally, EG&G pro- 
posed unplementmg a $2 2 rmllion program (92-RF-13665) to fully charact- back- 
ground sods We concur that the proposed $2.2 mlhon program was excessive and dld not 
warrant full fundmg DOE sent EG&G pdance in a memorandum (ERD JLP 0021) that 
provided a detatled summary of the IAG and OU workplan requrrements that must be sup- 
ported by background sod charactenzabon. Your recent memorandum ignores h s  gudance 
and suggests conmued bcussions at the staff level ' h s  is not acceptable 

We request that EG&G prowde an outlme for a formal proposal for the Background 
Surfiaal Sods Study by January 27,1993 The Colorado Department of Health is expect- 
ing a completed proposal by January 29,1992 Although it is not practxal to expect a 
complete proposal from you by b s  date, the outhe must be followed by a completed for- 
mal program proposal at the earhest possible date. Thls program must present sound logc 
and be defensible to scruttnizaaon by the regulatory agenaes. EG&Gs experase in the area 
of soil science and geochemstry should be utthzed to the maxmum extent possible In 
adhaon, a strategy for providmg funds for the proposed work must be developed and pven 
pnonty withm the EG&G organmoon 

This request is consistent wth previous staff level Qscussions and formal correspondence 
To further emphasize DOES previous guidance I have agatn attached a summary of our cor- 
respondence and background mformatlon on ths issue Any future delays to the tmely 
compleQon of h s  project wll be mewed as a defiaency m EG&Gs abhty to properly 
manage the ER programs 

If you have any quesuons please contact me at extension 4888 or Jen Pepe of my staff at 
extension 2184 
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