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DOE MOVES 
$he Department of Energy has 
directed EG&G Rocky Flats to 
temporarily suspend some 

environmental field activities on the 
plantsite’s east side, including work in 
portions of Operable Unit (OU)3 to 
comply with regulations protecting the 
nesting activities of two bald eagles 
recently spotted near Standley Lake. 
OU3 includes Standley Lake, Great 
Western Reservoir and surrounding land 
just east of the plant’s boundary. The 
suspended activities include collection of 
soil samples within approximately one 
mile of the nesting eagles, installation of 
an air monitoring station at Standley 
Lake and performance of an air sampling 
study using a portable wind tunnel. The 
temporary suspension of field investi- 
gations will not impact public health or 
safety. 

The field work suspension will 
remain in effect until DOE has com- 
pleted consultation activities with the 
US. Fish and Wildlife Service as 
required by the Endangered Species Act. 

TO PROTECT NESTING EAGLES 
The U S .  Fish and Wildlife Service 
protects the bald eagles under three 
federal acts-the Endangered Species 
Act, the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act and the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act. 

“Aaaaaaa! There goes another batch of 
eggs, Frank! ... No wonder this nest was 
such a deal.” 

EG&G will also review all upcoming 
projects in the plant’s buffer zone to 
determine if such activities “may affect,” 
as defined by federal legislation, the bald 
eagles. 

Located in Jefferson County Open 
Space, this is the closest nesting site to 
human habitation in Colorado, and is one 
of only three bald eagle nesting locations 
along the Front Range. Driven closer to 
civilization by diminishing natural 
habitats, eagles, who usually prefer to 
nest in isolated areas, have been forced 
to adapt to a less secluded lifestyle. 

In addition to being in the vicinity of 
Rocky Flats, the nest location is also less 
than one mile from a major subdivision 
and is close to well-traveled roads. The 
eagles’ nesting activity may also affect 
plans by the cities of Westminster, 
Thornton, Northglenn and Federal 
Heights to construct a $30 million, DOE- 
funded canal system to divert water 
flowing through Rocky Flats around 
Standley Lake. 

DOE establishes remote gamma analysis system - Continued from page 1 

direction of Ron Reiman, a nuclear 
engineer with Environmental 
Sciences and Engineering. Reiman 
worked with gamma analysis since its 
inception in Nevada and has worked 
with the plant’s Modification Center 
to rebuild a Chevrolet Suburban to 
accommodate the complex equipment 
needed for detecting and measuring 
materials in surface soils. The 
system can detect and measure a 
variety of radioactive materials in 
surface soils, and “can identify them 
by their distinctive energy soil. A computer is located inside 
fingerprint,” said Reiman. 

winches, generators, built-in 
computers, satellite links and 
sensors, all of which make the truck a 
stand-alone sampling unit capable of 

ranging all over plantsite looking for 
radionuclides, both man-made and 
naturally occurring. The generator 
provides electricity for the 
computers, the assorted electronic 
sensors and the air conditioner. The 
winch is located on the back of the 
vehicle and is used to manipulate a 
telescoping arm away from the truck. 
This telescoping arm extends the 
detector to an elevation of about 20 
feet, from which the detector can 
read 20,000 square feet of surface 

the Suburban. Reiman has upgraded 
the analysis software so that larger 
areas can be analyzed and assure that 
the resolution and detail meet 
Colorado Department of Health 
requirements. 

The Suburban is equipped with 

The detector itself is the critical 
component of the system. Previous 
detectors have consisted of a single 
crystal of high-purity germanium, 
whereas the new system contains six 
crystals. “Arrays of high-purity 
germanium have never been used for 
environmental purposes,” Reiman 
said. The germanium provides 
several advantages over conventional 
soil analyis: it can check an area of 
about 20,000 square feet in one 
reading, does not disturb soils and 
results are almost immediate. The 
potential economic savings over one 
year would be around $14 million 
and could decrease the need for 
traditional soil samples by 30 
percent. 







. .  
Public Invited to Use Reading Rooms 

The following reading rooms contain 
current information, technical reports, 
and reference documents on 
environmental restoration at the Rocky 
Flats Plant: 

Rocky Flats Plant Reading Room* 
Front Range Community College Library 
3645 West 112th Avenue 
Level B, Center of Building 
Westminster, Colorado 80030 

Hours: 
Monday - Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday - Friday 

(303) 469-4435 

12:OO pm - 8:OO pm 
11:OO am - 4:OO pm 

8:OO am - 4:OO pm 

Colorado Council on Rocky Flats* 
1536 Cole Boulevard, Suite 325 
Denver West Office Park, Building 4 
Golden, Colorado 80401 

Hours: 
Monday - Friday 

(303) 232-1966 

8:30 am - 5:OO pm 

$ !EG~G ROCKY FLATS 
EG&G Rocky Flats Plant 
P.O. Box 464 
Golden, CO 80402-0464 

EPA Superfund Records Center* 
999 18th Street, Suite 500 
Denver, Colorado 80202-2405 

Hours: 
Monday - Friday 

(303) 293-1807 

8:00 am - 430 pm 

Colorado Department of Health* 
Hazardous Materials and Waste 
Management Division 
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South 
Bldg. B, 2nd Floor 
Denver, Colorado 80222-1530 

Hours: 
Monday - Friday 

(303) 692-3312 

8:OO am - 5:OO pm 

Standley Lake Library 
8485 Kipling Street 
Arvada, Colorado 80005 

Hours: 
Monday - Friday 
Friday - Saturday 
Sunday 

(303) 423-4600 

1O:OO am - 9:OO pm 
1O:OO am - 5:OO pm 
12:OO pm - 5:OO pm 

United States Department of Energy 
Freedom of Information and Privacy 
Branch Office 
1000 Independence Avenue, S. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20585 

Hours: 
Monday - Friday 
(Eastern Time Zone) 

(202) 586-6025 

9:OO am - 4:OO pm 
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