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Industrialized Area Interim Measure/Interim Remedial Action 

Issue: The EPA and CDH requested an Industrialized Area Interim 
Measure/Interim Remedial Action ( I A  IM/IRA) under their IAG 
authority (Attachment 1). EM-453 expressed concern that RFO has 
agreed to increased scope and a streamlined schedule for the IA 
IM/IRA w i t h  no written agreement from the agencies that this effort 
will allow extensions f o r  IAG milestones associated with the 
industrial area.  

Background: The IA I M / I R A  (previously called the Optimal IMP) was 
initially suggested by DOE/RFO to the regulatory agencies, due t o  
the inherent difficulty of characterizing and remediating all 
Individual Hazardous Substance Sites ( I H S S s )  in the IA prior to 
Decontamination and Decommissioning (D&D). The IA Ous a r e  
currently performing nonintrusive sampling and prioritizing 
intrusive characterization based on several  criteria such as the 
magnitude of the risk of movement of contamination and 
accessibility. A spreadsheet and explanation (Attachments 2 and 3 )  
are currently in development examining intrusive work proposed f o r  
IHSSs in the industrial area. The intent is to coordinate the 
intrusive fieldwork with D&D efforts were appropriate. The 
regulatory agencies are reviewing the spreadsheet. 

Conclusions: The regulatory agencies have the authority to require 
the I M / I R A  under the IAG ( P a r t  2 3 ,  paragraph 150). Dispute 
resolution was not invoked because RFO believes that the I M / I R A  is 
necessary to ensure the regulatory agencies and the public that 
non-routine activities associated with D&D and remediation e f f o r t s  
in the IA will not result in the release of contaminants to the 
buffer zone or o f f - s i t e .  The development of the I M / I R A  also serves 
as a strategy t o o l  during IAG renegotiation of the milestones for 
these I H S S s .  However, the regulatory agencies will not be basing 
milestone extensions f o r  IA O U s  on the I M / I R A .  The effort is a 
proactive move taken by RFO to support reevaluation of I A  
milestones, and is not expected t o  be endorsed in writing by the 
agencies. 


