SGRRES. GONTROL
SUTGOING LTR NO.

EGzG ROCKY FLATS | e A

GARpAXKL »

- EG&G ROCKY FLATS, INC.

ST rojoe——ROCKY FCATS PLANT, P.O. BOX 464, GOLDEN, COLORADO 80402-0464 » (303) 966-7000

JENEDETTLRL. XT3 : )

JIENJAMIN A, )

e April 22, 1993 93-RF-4842

SARNIVAL G.J. . .

JAVIS, JG.

‘ERRERA DW. L e e .

JANNL B, - - T T

IARMAN, L. K, A. H. Pauole

.:EEAQE\Y“‘,”I' T, XIx |Acting Manager

LBIG, JG, ~ |DOE, RFO

DEKER. EH.

<IBBY, WA _

<UESTER. AW, N ,tAttn: M. E. Van Der Puy

{EE E.M. :
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AONTROSE K . . . :

MORGAN, R.V. , EG&G's Ecology and NEPA Division wishes to notify DOE, RFO of the presence of a

SOTERLGL 2. burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia) in one of the eastern RFP prairie dog towns, (RT on the

AEY.JH, attached map). The presence of this sensitive species is an exciting dlsoovery because it is

SANDLIN, N.B.

T considered to be an indicator species of a healthy envnronment

STEWART,D.L.

SULLIVAN, M. The burrowing owl is currently listed as a Colorado species of undetermined status. This

UALONE0 classification is used for species for which there is not enough current information within the

VILLIAMS S _(ORC) state to determine if the species is declining. The Colorado Division of Wildlife will be

“theoff é M. conducting a survey of burrowing owls later this spring to attempt to clarify its status. This

SewaoCK.6H ™ SPecies receives protection as a nongame species in Colorado, and is also protected by the

wg ) Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Due to declining numbers in recent years, apparently associated
oyl ¥ with poisoning used to eradicate prairie dogs, the National Audubon Society has “Blue

vt Kl (PR Listed” the burrowing owl. This is a designation used to indicate that decreasing numbers of
a species are cause for concem,
Burrowing owls (see photograph in Attachment 2) frequently nest in mammal burrows, most
commonly those of prairie dogs, where prairie dog colonies exist. This species of owl
commonly nests in small colonies, with several pairs in the same vicinity. Abandoned

T — burrows are modified to fit the owl's requirements, lined with nesting materials, and an

g T 74 average of 710 9 eggs are laid each spring. The female broods the eggs for 28 days before

gf;‘fig CONTROLIx Ix  they hatch. The male feeds the female throughout incubation and for the first few weeks
after the owlets hatch. Thereafter both adults forage for their young. The families remain

together into September as the young birds learn to survive.
SLASSIFICATION:

N wer =17 The individual owl observed at RFP may be in the process of migration, but it may have

%gﬁt?é,?,:‘,'i?, 2o, established a nest where it was observed. Further observations indicate it has used the

TERET burrow where it was observed for several days. The Ecology team will continue to monitor
the status of the burrowing owl to establish whether it has nested, and to document nesting

T nATgRe 'R success, if this s indeed the case. Further surveys are planned to determine if other

z : . burrowing owls are present at RFP. Because nest burrow use is perennial, if a pair has

YV become established at RFP, continued use can be expected from year to year.
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Should you have any comments or questions, please contact Steve Nesta at X8605, or Dick
Flory at X8680.

G. H(Setlock, Director _
Environmental Protection Management
EG&G Rocky Fats, Inc.
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Attachments:
As Stated (2)

cc:

F. R. Lockhart

R. J. Schassburger
B. K. Thatcher
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Legend

NE = Northeast

RT = Rodio Tower

EG = Eaost Gate

SE = Southeast

SC = South Central

RL = Rocky Flats Lake

SW = Southwest

A = Large Colony off RFP
B = Extention of EG Colony

~_ Wotershed Boundary
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
ROCKY FLATS PLANT
GOLDEN, COLORADO

.| BASELINE VEGETATION AND WILDLIFE STUDIES

Prairie Dog Colonies at RFP, 1991

Figure 4.3-4
] Auguat 1€




