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Mr. LeRoy Carison 
US. Fish and Wildl.de Semce 

Golden, Colorado 8040 1 

Dear Mr. Carkon: 

Tnu Ietter serves to inrtxate informal c o n s u l ~ t ~ o n  under the Endangered Specra Act 
(ESA) per 50 CFR Part 402 13 regardmg a threatened plant species, Spiranthes diluwalis, 
which w s  listed 111 January 1992. Both a habitat survey and a presencelabsence survey 
were conducted per the U S. Fish and WddMe (FWS) tntenm survey requrements for 
Spiranthes, dated JuIy 13,1992, Two copies o f  the Rocky Rats Plant "Report of 
Fiiarngs - Ute Ladies' - Tresses Surveys, Rocky Rats Buffer Zone, Jefferson County, 
Colorado" dated September 30, 1992, are enclosed for your review and mformauoa 

Ths survey identified areas at the RFP with both potentd and pnme hablrat for 
-Spmthesr  " h e s e - ~  are shown on the enclosed map;-However, this survey did-not -- - - 
result KI the iaentlrkaaon of Spmnthes diluvialis individuals. 
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As a result, i t  is the U S. Department of Energy (DOE), Rocky Hats Office's (RFO's) 
opiruon that formal Secuon 7 consultauon under the ESA 1s not necessary As IS sated m 
the F W S  menm survey reemrements, surveys will be considered final for three years. 
Thus, the survey [or Spiranthes will be Epeated no later that July- A u g u s ~  1995 

We request that F W S  review the enclosed report and provid- wntten concurrence to 
DOEEGO that we have satxsfied the lntenn survey rwuirements and that informal 
consuitmon IS sufficient, We further request that FWS provide concurrence as soon as 
possib.~ since we are currently delayins projects located in areas having mher potenud 
or p m e  Spirvlhes nao~tat. 

As an adaitlonal note, we wish LO revisit the ssue of Spiranhes at he Operzblt: Unit 
(OU) No. 1 French D m n  site at the Rocky Fiats Plant. A March 16,1992, letter 
regarding thls issue was transmitted to W S  by DOERFO In this letter we requested 
that Secuon 7 (a) (1) consultauon be irutratzd as a result of habiwt desstructlon by the 
F m c h  Drun ConsiNcuon in the Fall of 1991 PLS a result of the Suiranthes survey 
conduced in 1992 at the Rocky Flats P!mt, we request that the Spiranthes issue at OU 1 
be closed. Our reasoning for the request IS that m extens:vt Splranthes survey mas 
conaucted thls year at the Rocky Flats Plant which included habitat more suiable for 
Sprrantnes than that destroyed by the French Dram consmcuon. Since no Spiimrhes 
were idenufied, i t  fi DOE/RFO's contenuon that the ikelinood of SplimthP,S presence at 
OU 1 was very low 
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Quesuons or concerns regardmg thls letter and endosure should be directed to Bruce . 
Thatcher of my staff at 966-3532. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 

cc wfficiosure: 
J. Ciocco, EM-453 
K"esanask.EPA 
G. Bangban, CDH 
D. Weber, CDOW 

cc w/u EncIosure: 
il Schssburger, E m ,  RFo 
B. Thatcher, ERD, RFO 
P Powell, ERD, RFO 
B. Bzrk, ERD, RFO 
S. Grace, E m ,  RFO 
J. Pepe, ERD, RFO 
S. Surovchzk, ERD, RFO 
J. Kersh, EG&G 
R Benedetu, EG&G 
S. Nata, EGSLG 
R StewuSDOI 
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