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5.0 PROCEDURES AND EQUIPMENT

51

INTRODUCTION

This procedure describes the method for physically removing contaminants. It applies to chemical
and radioactive decontamination of equipment used in environmental field investigations. Project-
specific sampling equipment decontamination procedures during geotechnical investigation field

operations shall be detailed in that project’s work plan.

Sufficient clean equipment should be transported to the field so that an entire study can be
conducted without the need for field cleaning. However, this is not possible for some specialized
items of field equipment (such as, well drilling rigs, soil coring rigs, and other large pieces of field
equipment). In addition, during particularly large-scale studies, it may not be practical or possible
to transport to the field all of the cleaned field equipment required, as steam cleaning is not always
possible, it may be necessary to decon smaller metal and stainless steel equipment inside the
exclusion zone (see 5.3.1) in order to have these items ready for repeated use (bailers, split spoons,

etc.). This will decrease the need to travel to the MDF and decontaminate these items.

The following definitions apply to the cleaning procedures:

1. The laboratory detergent must be a standard brand of phosphate-free laboratory

detergent, such as Liquinox or the equivalent.

2, Tap water is defined as RFP drinking water. It may be obtained from hydrants
or the RFP fire department. The use of an untreated potable water supply is not

an acceptable substitute for RFP drinking water.
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