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PCB CONTAMINATED WASTE DRUMS 1 888025424 I SUBJECT * 

. .- -. -- .- ---- -.- D i  scu s s-i on s---w i t h -0per-a t-i on a-l-Hea-l-t h-P-hysi cs-hav-e-res uJ-t e d - i n 2  he'ifol1Twmg - .-...-. - 
recommendations f o r  the fou r  ( 4 )  drums of PCB contaminated waste .  

The two drums of  l i q u i d  waste have been sampled and t h e  ana lyses  a r e  
c u r r e n t l y  underway f o r  r ad ioac t ive  c o n s t i t u e n t s  a t  Acculabs. 
t h e  d a t a ,  t h e  t e s t  proposed i n  the d r a f t  r e w r i t e  of  Chapter 21.01 ( a t t a c h e d )  
will be used t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  waste.  This tes t  i s  conse rva t ive  and t h e  

Upon r e c e i p t  o f  

_-  ey-aJ-uatjo-n. wil l  be descr ibed  and submitted t o  DOE-RFAO f o r  approval f o r  
-_-I 

o f f s i  t e  shipment of  the  PCB contaminated 1 iqu id  waste ,  ~ f - ~ - t - p a s s e s t h - ~ - t - ~ - t .  
I f  t h e  waste does no t  pass  t h e  t e s t ,  i t  will be considered low l eve l  was te .  

The drum of c a p a c i t o r s  will r e q u i r e  smearing of  the  c a p a c i t o r s .  I t  i s  
assumed t h a t  t h e y  are dry and the smear will be a s  c l o s e  t o  a 100% survey  a s  

100% survey,  no t  w i t h  a LUDLUM, but w i t h  an a lpha  counter ,  i f  the c a p a c i t o r s  
came from a plutonium area .  I f  the c a p a c i t o r s  came from a uranium a r e a ,  then 
the smears should be counted on a model 31 "pancake" coun te r .  In e i t h e r  
case ,  any d e t e c t a b l e  a c t i v i t y  will cause t he  ma te r i a l  t o  be t r e a t e d  a s  low 
l eve l  waste and not  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i n c i n e r a t i o n .  

. poss ib l e .  A t  l e a s t  ten sepa ra t e  smears should be taken and counted i n  t h i s  

The drum of  s o f t  waste  cannot be adequately t e s t e d  f o r  o f f s i t e  shipment f o r  
r a d i o a c t i v i t y  by any p r a c t i c a l  means. A census (100% survey)  would have t o  
be done of the was te  i n  the drum and this i s  not  p r a c t i c a l .  
be considered low l e v e l .  
assumption t h a t  i t  would not  pass the DOE mandated o f f s i t e  shipment 
acceptance limit of  ze ro  measurable r a d i o a c t i v i t y  i s  sound. 

This drum should 
Since t h e  s o f t  waste came from the 800 a r e a ,  t h e  

Once the d a t a  on t h e  l i q u i d s  and the smears a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  an approval 
l e t t e r ,  inc luding  DOE approval will be s e n t  t o  you, i f  t h e  waste l i q u i d s  and 
c a p a c i t o r s  a r e  indeed nonradioact ive.  

F .  P .  Lawton 
Environmental Management 

cc:  
F .  D .  Hobbs 
G. H. Set lock  
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