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Sk = On February 20, 1990, the U S Department of Energy Rocky Flats Office (DOE-RFO)
MA-ESTIC L A requested EG&G Rocky Flats (EG&G) to prepare a water management plan
T > (memorancum amached) The scnedule for plan development provided 1n your March 23,
SRANEL. RF 1950, Prelimnary Draft Water Management Plan, indicates that plan complenon wall not
50—=3.G 5 o unal Septemoer 1991, with implementanon beginmung in FY93 We are concerned
T that tus ameframe 1s not adeguately responsive o public, mumcipal and state concerns
Sanecen To After carefully evaluanng RFO's scheaule opuons, we soongly recommend that EG&G
SEANON Y ceserare 1ts schedule o achieve complenon of the plan by Septemper 30, 1950
JARNEZ 3 P
veNG =3 We believe that part of the proolem 1n the current plan development s the lack of a clear
statement of plan opjecuve As a result of discussions at the weekiy informal Rocky Flats
TR O Water Management Group (RFWMG) mesungs, we have learned more about the concerns
e of local mumicipahiaes ana the Coloraao Deparmment of Health (CDH) Based on our
Toaea o unaersanding of the many discussions and RFO's own desire 10 ensure water
—CFTMAN 3 2 management acuvines are coordmated, we believe the objecuves of the WMP must include
ST the following as a mimmum.
.CUDENBERG G £
NAMON £ 1 Protecunon of surfacs and ground waters from contaminanon
NENBY AL
TJRNER =L -
75 ASCUEZ A Components 1o assure successful anainment of this objecave would mclude
— a drain and qrawnage swdy, sourcs denaficanon and 1solanon, evaluanon of
comphiance with RCRA operanonal and closure requirements, mtegranon of
the Groundwater Protecnon Management Program (required under DOE
Oraer 5400 1), evaluanon of pesucide usage, and 1dennficanon of
TORAES CONTAGL | XX contarminared soils ana measures to DUNIMIzE CONtAmMInant Tansport.
CONTRAC™ ADMIN
2 Prevenuon of the spread of ground water contaminanon and provisions for
the remedianon of exisung areas of contammanon
The key fearures of s objecuve would be the mtegraton of the
Roconm for Interagency Agreement acuvines (weamment methods, water discharge
Cormee. Controd RFP opuons, etc ) nto the overall WMP
L. 25-90 3 Mmmzagon of aischarges from the plant site
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. "%;z The most important aspect of dus objecave 1s e :denaficanon of te scove
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SW-A-003826



Al

APR 23 1oc
J Xersh

(8]

4 Assuning any discharge of water from the Rocky Flats Plant (RFP) are safe

We need to be able to demonswate that water discharges from RFP are safe
That demonswanon needs to be done 1n comparnison with some standard.
The Naunonal Pollutton Discharge Elminacon System (NPDES) permut
effluent hmuts and Water Quahity Control Commussion (WQCC) standards
should be used for this purpose Alternanvely, we can develop health based
standards for the complete hst of WQCC standards specific to a vanety of
potenual beneficial uses (dnnking water, uriganon, recreation, etc.) Any
decision related to alternate standards should be based on consideration of
all factors related to water discharge In support of any proposed revision
to WQCC standards, a companson of RFP effluent to upstream or offsite
water quality would be required.

5 Development of discharge systems that are sensinve to societal concerns.

As you know, the cities have proposed the purchase of Great Westemn
Reservorr and the construction of an addinonal dam and diversion around
Standley Lake In order to be successful, the RFP plan needs to consider
the cites proposal and develop recommendatons with regard to adopuon,
modificanion, or alternatve discharge opuons Also, if Objecave 4 1s met,
discussion of alternatnves must evaluate the need for such a diversion both
n terms of the nisks associated with water use and overall societal concerns.

RFO wishes to involve the cites, state, EPA, and general public 1n the development of this
plan Accordingly, provisions should be made in your planming for the development of a

small oversight group, periodic progress briefings to the REWMG, bnefings to the Rocky
Flats Environmental Monitoning Council, and oppormunity for public comment.

As discussed with our staffs, please prepare a WMP schedule which addresses, as a
munmum, all of the above planning 1ssues by May 4, 1990 Because thus represents a
major change of effort from that described 1n your March 23, 1990, proposal, we would
like to meet wath you to discuss this matter 1n your office at 1 00 p.m., April 25, 1990

Please feel free to contact me or Tom Lukow of my staff on extension 4561 if you have

any questons.
/JéﬁRmd:f, Acung Assistant Manager for
JEnmmenm Management

Attachment

cc w/o Attachment.

D P Simonson, RFO
M. E Van Der Puy, RFO
—F Hobbs, EG&G
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Surface Water Discharges From the Rocky Flats Plant (RFP)

B P Wamer
General Manager
EG&G Rocky Fiats, Inc

We have recerved your lenter of January 29, 1990, requesarg $15 mulbion for funding of
pond water zero discharge opuons. While we appreciate your eagerness to resolve the
controversy surrounding RFO effluent, we are convinced that the vanious aspects of waste
water management should be coordinated and properly planned Without such mtegranon
and planmng, we cannot be assured that the acuons taken are consistent with NEPA or
other regulatory requirements, or opamally use hmited funds Therefore, we cannot
approve of your request at thus ame Rather,we request that you begin the preparagon of a
comprehensive waste water management plan (WWMP) for RFP

Based on recent regulatory dnivers, including the draft Federal Facithnes Comphance
Agreement (FFCA) for past violanons of Nanonal Poilutant Discharge Ehminanon System
(NPDES) permut requirements, the recently adopted surface water quahry standards, letters
from the City of Wesumnster, the Colorado Department of Health (CDH) and the U S
Environmental Protecnon Agency (EPA) addressing concerns about spray unganon, and
the Agreement in Principle, we beheve the WWMP should address short, mud, and long
term efforts necessary to meet all such dnvers These efforts are defined as follows:

Short Term Efforts Those necessary to obtain CDH approval for release of
surface water Such acoons would include obtaimng necessary portable weamment
unuts, piping water back to Building 374 for further treament, etc  Short term
efforts would also mnclude provisions for working with the cines and imgation
companies to allow for diversions should the water not meet the new standards (it
1s unlikely that CDH wll allow for discharge of such water unless city

concurrence 1s obtained) If possible, short term efforts would include
elimnanon of spray umniganon

Mid Term Efforts  Those necessary to meet all NPDES permut requirements
Such acuons would include sewage weament plant upgrades and other actons as

required 1n the draft FFCA Remedial Acnon Plan, including alternanves to spray
IT1ganon.

Long Term Efforts: Those necessary to develop "ideal” waste water management
whicn includes the zero discharge study and consideranon of alternaaves

EPD EPD EPD DEPMGR MANAGER
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As agresd upon by our staffs, you are requested to prepare a draft outline (with the secaon
on short-ierm efforts completed and a schedule for complenon of the WMMP) two weeks
prior to the need for pond water release.

On February 8, 1990, you indicated the desire to meet with local communty
representanves to discuss water quality 1ssues. We request that you coordinate such a
meenng with Rocky Flats Office. We suggest that such a meenng include the review of
the draft WWMP outhine and be tmed subsequent to RFO approval of that document. In
order to facilitate amely RFO approval, we suggest that the WWMP outline be prepared 1n
close coordinanon with RFO staff.

Please feel free to contact me or have your staff contact Mark E. Van Der Puy of my staff
on extension 2473, if you have any questons.

Robert M. Nelson, Jr.
Manager

cc:
~K. McKinley, EG&G
“F. Hobbs, EG&G



