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UNIVERSITY OF COLORADD
MEDICAL CENTER
4AZCO EAST NINTH AVENUE

DENVER. COLORADO 802&2

Box C-245

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

JEPARTMENT OF PREVENTIVE MEDICINE
AND COMPREHENSIVE HEALT™ CARC

11 May 1978

Mr. W.H. Pennington, Director
Office of NEPA Coordination
U.S. Department of Energy

Washinoton, D.C. 20545 Re: Hearinas in Denver on Rocky Flats

Dear Mr. Pennington: DEIS, scheduled 24 May 1978

This is in response to your letter of 24 April, which was received in my
office only on 1 May,and which I am only now able to answer because I was
out of town during the first week in May. Let me say at the outset that
I object strenuously to the short notice for this hearing. A proper pre-

paration of testimony cannot be put together in a few days. The DEIS wes
published in September 1977.

The hearing date should have been set many months ago; and interested -
parties should have been given at least two months warning. On this basis,
I hereby officially request a postponement of the hearing date.

I will, in any case, be a "full participant” in the proceedings. This

letter confirms my telephone call giving notice to you of my intention to
participate.

1 am, as you know, Professor of Preventive Medicine at the Unﬁversity of
Colorado and was a member of the Lamm-Wirth Task Force on Rocky Flats.
I am presently doing research on contract with EPA to determine the amount

of plutonium in the tissues of people living near Rocky Flats, as compared
with those living at a distance.

The text of my statement cannot be given in detail now because of lack cf
time to prepare it. Briefly, it will consist of the following:

I will summarize our findings as a member of the Lamm-Wirth Task Force
on Recky Flats, summarize recent related research which 1 and others have
done, including Dr. Thomas Mancuso, Dr. Irwin Bross and Dr, Rosalie Bertel}
regarding the effects of low-level radiation on human health.

1 intend to call several w1L1esses 1nc1ud1n0 people or the families
of people who have worked at or lived near Rocky Flats and have suffered
trom significant health effects. Bec:use the time was too short, I cannot
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give you the names of these witnesses now. In general, they will present
testimony that they have suffered health effects, and that these might
have been related to their work or place of residence near Rocky Flats.

I will attempt to show that the recent research which 1 will summarize
makes it reasonable to believe that these health effects could have been
caused by pollution of the air, soil, or water by plutonium and other
substances coming from Rocky Flats.

1 will review each of the questions which I wrote to you in response
to the "Omnibus Environmental Assessment for the Rocky Flats Plant of
EKDA" dated May 1975, and show how the Draft EIS of September 1977 and
the "Staff Statement in Response to Comments Received," dated April 197¢
have failed to adequately address them. These questions are containec
in three letters to you dated 22 August, 26 August, and 4 September 1973,
and comprise a total of 13 pages.

Finally, I will review my comments, in my letter to you dated
14 November 1877, on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, and show
how these have not been adequately addressed in the "Staff Statement in
Response to Comments Received" dated April 1978.

Properly to present all the above testimony at the public hearing would
take at least three hours. 1 believe all of this testimony is pertinent
to the hearing and cannot legitimately be ruled out. I look forward to
hearing from you regarding the date and time at which I should appear.

I trust you will postpone the hearing date, or at least continue the _
hearings to a later date, so that I can have the necessary time tc pre-
pare my testimony and give you a detailed document which would save
considerable time at the hearing.

Yours sincerely,

/m (',Céé

John C. Cobb, M.D., M.P.H.

. Professor
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