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Ref: 8WM-C

Mr. A. Earl Whiteman

Arza Manager

U.S. Department of Energy
Rocky Flats Plant

P.0. Box 464

Golden, Colorado 80402

Attn: Candice Jierree

Re: HNPDES Permit No. C0-0001333
USDOE - Rocky Flats Plant

Dear Mr. Whiteman:

At an August 13, 1987, meeting between representatives of DOE, Rockweli,
Colorado Department of Health, and EPA, it was requested that EPA review and
comnent on a draft NPDES permit application for an internal discharge from the
Industrial Waste Building (Buiiding 374) at the Rocky Flats Plant. We agreed
to provide our comments by October 15, 1887. The comments were telephoned to
Ms. Candice Jierree on October 13, 1987, and this letter will confirm that
telephone conversation.

The application needs to include more detailed information abcut the
“pretreatment” process in Building 374 and the evaporator. The information
provided should include the follewing:

Schematic diagram of the overall treatment process, showing each
individual treatment unit.

A brief description of each treatment process, the size of the
treatment unit, the design flow capacity of the treatment unit, and
the present average and maximum flow rates based on operating

times. Estimates of flcws may be used where appropriate, but should
pe so indicated. A listing of chemicals used in the treatment
process should be included.

It would be helpful tc have a map showing the location of the various
buildings involved.

The analyses of the product water from the evaporator indicates that the
water is of relatively good quality, but not the high quality water that we
had anticipated. The data indicate to us that the evaporator is being loaded
at or peyond its design capacity and/or the evaporator doesn't have adequate

-entrainment controls, etc. Because the data represent only one sample, it is

not possible to determine the variability of the concentrations of the various
pollutants.
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It would be helpful to have some additional ana]yt1ca1 data for specific
conductance, chemical oxygen demand (COD) total organic carbon (TOC) and
metals, especially cadmium, chromium, and copper.

It is our understanding that the analytical results for the
transuranically contaminated wastes will be submitted prior to or with the
final application. The application would be considered incomplete without
those data.

If you have any questions about the above, please telephone Bob Shankland
of my staff at 293-1591.

Sincerely yours,

Patr1ck J. chs1
Chief, Compliance Branch

Water Management Division

cc: Jdudy Bruch, CDH,WQCD

Peter Birbaum, COH,
Hazardous Wastes

Nathaniel Miullo, EPA
(8HWM-WM)

James Dunn, EPA (8WM)

Elmer Chenault, EPA
(8PM-FF)



