
CORRES CONTROL 
INCOMING LTR NO 

- 0 09 19 RFQS 

DUE DATE 
ACTION 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTE@VCW 2 I P 2 2 
c,cIi;' * C_$i-";:joC~ j 7 

AGENCY 

999 i81H STREET - SUITE 300 
i **L REGION 8 c L3Z ?- Fi 0 t 

DENVER, CO 80202-2466 

OCT 2 0  

Ref 8EPR-F 

Mr Mark Sattelberg 
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Re USFWS Future Actiwties at Rocky Flats 

DearMr Sattelberg 

Thls is in response to your letter dated August 20,2003, in which you asked whether 
EPA anticipated placing restnctions on activities the US Fish and Wildlife Semce (Service) may 
wsh to conduct at the hture Rocky Flats National Wildlife Refhge Specifically the Service 
asked about the following activities prescribed fue, graung, plowing, and npping up old roads 

Once EPA cerfifies the remea to be complete adjurisdiction ofproperty has been 
transferred to the Service, does E'PA foresee any restvcfiolts on the use of prembedflre 9 
Simibly, does the EPA emsion restricftons on ripping up r&? 

As you are aware, the widespread contarmnants of most concern at Rocky Flats are 
plutomum and amencium Consequently, areas at the site where these contaminants remain at 
closure would have the most use restnctions In June 2003, CDPHE and EPA approved 
mdfications to the Rocky Flats Cleanup Agreement, including revised contaminant soil action 
levels EPA expects that at the completion of the remedy no sigmkant contamination wlI be 
left in the surface soils at concentrations greater than outlined in the Attachment 5 of the 
m w i e d  agreement For plutonium, the expectation is that surface soils contammated at 
concentrwons greater than 50 picocuriedgram (pCdg) will have been removed Surface soils 
are defined as those less than three feet in depth EPA anticipates there will be restnctions on 
areas of the Site wth residual contamination less than 50 pCdg but greater than 9 pcdg - a 
concentrmon representing lifetime excess cancer nsk of one in 1,000,000 to a wldlife rekge 

Iuhr/oS rn worker Ths is not to say that prescnbed fire or npping up roads would be precluded in areas 
wth residual contammation in the 9-50 pCdg range Rather, the Service would need to take 
extra precamons in those areas to minimize soil distwbances The pnmary concern IS that 
major soil bsturbances could result m elevated levels of contaminants to migrate to surface 
water 
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The use of prescnbed fire at Rocky Flats is of special interest to citizens and public 
officials in the surrounding cornmumties EPA believes that the use of prescribed fire at the site 
wll not pose significant nsk to firefighters, Service personnel br the general public This belief 
is based upon data gathered dunng and after the 2000 test burn and for accidental burns at the 
site, as well as risk assessment work documented in the Task 3 Report (Assessing Rtsks of 
E m ,  February 2000) on the effects of prescribed fire at Rocky Flats 
However, relatively large areas of Rocky Flats have not been characterized to date These areas 
are often referred to as “whlte spaces ” EPA does not believe there is great potential to find 
contammation in these areas because they are removed fiom areas of known contarmnation and 
are not associated wth past practices at the site that resulted in releases of contarmnation 
Nevertheless, unexpected discovenes have O C C U K ~  at Rocky Flats (e g , the incinerator near the 
ash pits), and EPA believes that samples should be collected fiom white spaces before closure 
and analyzed pnor to the application of prescnbed fire in those areas 

Does EPA foresee my reslrictions on the consumpaon of eclible tissues>om the grazing 
unimh used for weed controi at Rocky Flats? 

Animal studies to date, and studies conducted by the actinide rmgration panel, indicate 
that there IS no sigmficant uptake of contaminants by grazing animals at Rocky Flats Therefore, 
EPA does not anbcipate restrictions on consumption of animals that graze at Rocky Flats 
However, overgrazing in the areas in the 9 to 50 pCdg range could result in water quality issues 
as discussed above Therefore, EPA would expect to see measures put in place that would 
prevent overgraang 

Do you foresee any resmctions on the plowing of areas in the southeast portion of the 
site for the purpose of reestablishing nahve vegetahon 3 

Plowng will in all likelihood be prohibited in any areas of the site where contaminabon 
concentraons are greater than 9 pCdg plutomum 

EPA looks fornard to worlang wth the Semce in identifying and implementing the 
necessary restmtions for assuring that residual contamination at the future Rocky Flats National 
Wildlife Refbge poses a negligible nsk to workers and members of the public Please contact me 
at (303) 3 12-6246 if you have any questions regarding these matters 

Sincerely, 

Acting Rocky Flats Team Leader 
cc Dean Rundle, FWS 

Steve Gunderson, CDPHE 
Joe Legare, DOE 
Dave Shelton, KH 
Administratwe Records, T130G 


