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THRUs R, L, Kirk and ¥, M. Belmors

4. H. Aksoy, Metallurgiocal Develomment Branch, Preduction Divtsion

FIRE IN A SYLVANIA SCRA? SHIFMENT TO MCY, |

PM s AMA -
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Mr, Branmigan of Heolth & Safety Mvision and the m'j.te:i- visited
Bayside on Jamuary 8, 1954 to investigate the cause of tae fire in

& Sylvaniec serap shipmont to HCYW at S¢, Louis, The persons contacted
were H, (Orieb, W, J, Donchue, and A, A, Gonnon of Sylvagda.

On December 23, 1953, Sylvania, Bayside, shipped 809 km‘a of ureniwm
screp. vhich was identified on SF 101 Form Yo, 4 - SYL to MCW gg -
uranium bar and oxlde scrap. . _ )

On Saturdsy, December 26, 1953, MCi/ was notified by the Amerdican
Rallvay Express Company that a crate of 12 cans of radio-active
material from Sylvania waas on fire in thelr downtown terminal,

The fire was put out by the Ixpress peopls, Howover, when it was
received at }CW, one of the cans was still smoldng, The contents
of thia can, according to MW, vas metal scrap in the form of rods,
bars, and flat stock. |
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The number of the can which cauged the fire was traced. , Sylvanie's
shipping records indicated that the contents of this can was "bar stoek”.
However, !ir, Donohuc sadd this shipment contzined some low density
ursnium screp, preforms from SN flat plate program, and ‘the can in

question misht have contained some low density material ‘evon thoush
the shipping slip indicated "bar stock®, '

Mr, Grieb sgid that on or about December 23, 1953 a preform set in

Mr, Gamman's office at Bayside caught fire and burned slowly. ie
atated that it was the first time they witnessed the actual burmning

of low density uranium metal. (The writer requeated a report on the
Sylvania incident,) A telophamne conversstion with lr, Iidman, enginecr
in charge of the preform work, confirmed the same story,

After considernble discuasiem, it was concluded that the fire in ithe
Rellwey FExpress Company terminal at 5t, Louis was -caused by a low

density metal in the can and probably was accelerstad by the breekage
end gubsequent pulverization of weak preforms durinz hemdling and

shipping,

. oo AN

\.

i



-2- . lamary 13, 195

On the baais ‘of the sbove cmelusiuns, Sylvania was inst.]ruoted to bum

to oxide all screp. praform before storage end/ar ahipmt..

vonia. ahime.n’e vas sutherized by NYIDO! ina latt.er‘ dated Hovember 13 '
1953 G, A, Bate to A, A, Gannom), However, the mmount of the shirment
. wng doubled by Sylvenia without our suthorization and no prior notiffcstdan
! -of th:la ahipmnt. was sent to either this office or the conaignee

g eer P, L, Drennigin, Realth & Safety Div.. | / |
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