
Department of Energy 
Washington, D.C.. 20545 

FEB 2 7 1985 

Mr. Harold Snyder 
Chief, Discovery and Investigations Branch 
Hazardous Site Control Division 
Administration for Solid Waste and 

Emergency Response 
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, S. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20460 

Dear Mr. Snyder: 

The Department of 
Olin Corporation, 
Joliet, Illinois. 

Energy (DOE) has conducted a radiological survey at the 
Chemicals Group (The former Blockson Chemical Company), 

This survey indicated that levels of residual 
radioactive material and associated radiation levels at the site are in 
excess of those used by DOE to determine if a site requires remedial 
action. The data did not indicate that, under the current use of the site, 
there was any hazard to the workers or the general public. However, 
changes in site use or modifications to the facility could possibly result 
in increased exposure to workers at the site. The owner has received a 
copy of the final survey report and is aware of the survey results. 

A review of contract records, the final radiological survey report, and 
historical documents by DOE has determined that the Department does not 
have authority under the Atomic Energy Act to conduct remedial action at 
this site. Therefore, in accordance with DOE policy, we are notifying you 
(Environmental Protection Agency) and, by a separate letter, the State of 
Illinois of these findings so that the Environmental Protection Agency 
and/or the State of Illinois can take appropriate action to assess and 
resolve any problems associated with this site. 

Enclosed please find a summary (enclosure 1) which describes (1) the 
operations conducted at the site that led to the contamination, (2) our 
findings with regard to authority for remedial action and, (3) the 
radiological condition of the site. Also enclosed is a copy of the final 
radiological survey report for the site (enclosure 2). 
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P lease  c o n tact M r . A r th u r  W h ftm a n  ( 3 0 1 - 3 5 3 - 5 4 3 9 )  r e g a r d fn g  a n y  q u e s tfo n s  o n  
th e  enc losed  m a tcrfal o r  if th e  D e p a r tm e n t c a n  b e  o f ass is tance In  

D e L a n e y *  

p rov id ing  a d d i tio n a l  fn fo r m a tlo n  o n  th e  O lfn  C o r p o r a tio n  facil i ty. 
. 

S incerely,  

J o h n  E . B a u b l ftr, Di rector  
Div is ion o f R e m e d i a l  Ac tfo n  P r e fects 
O ffice  o f Te rm ina l  W a s te  D fsposa l  

a n d  R e m e d i a l  Ac tio n  

2  Enc losu res  

cc w /enc losures  
Ter ry  R . L a s h , Illino is  D e p a r tm e n t 

o f Nuc lea r  S a fe ty 

J a m e s  Frank,  Illfno is  E n v i r o n m e n ta l  
P r o tect ion A g e n c y  

W fllia m  C o n s ta n telos,  R e g i o n  V  
E n v i r o n m e n ta l  P r o tect ion A g e n c y  

R a _ y m o n d  S ta rna l , O l in C h e m fcals 

b e e  w /o /enc losures  
V . DeCa r l o , P E - 7 4 3  
C . W e lty, P E - 2 4 3  
S . M iller, G C - 1 1  
E , K e ller, O R  
S . L ich tman,  E P A  
R . G u i e m o n d , E P A  
A . W h itm a n , N E - 7 4  
W . V o fg t, N E - 2 0  
A e r o s p a c e  

S u b j e c t 
N E - 7 3  (4 )  
N E - 2 4 , RF  
A W h itm a n , RF  

N E - 2 4 :A W h itm a n :jtm :3 5 3 - 5 4 3 9 :? /2 7 /8 5 :5 8 - 3 2 :P R E V I@ U S  C O N C U R R E N C E S  V A L ID * 

? ./3 . 1  


