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S u b j e c t :  D i s a p p r o v a l  o f  D r a f t  Remedial A c t i o n  Work P lan  f o r  Radon C o n t r o l  . . .  System (RCS)  Phase 1 O p e r a t i o n  

D e a r  M r .  R e i s i n g :  

The U n i t e d  S ta tes  Env i ronmen ta l  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency ( U . S .  EPA) has completed i t s  
rev iew  o f  t h e  above- re fe renced  d r a f t  Remedial A c t i o n  Work Plan (RAWP), da ted  
February 2001 and r e c e i v e d  by U.S..  EPA on March 5 ,  2001. The document 
-p rov ides  a p l a n  f o r  imp lemen t ing  and c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  Phase I RCS and desc r ibes  
t h e  scope, o b j e c t i v e s ,  and c r i t e r i a  f o r  f u l l - s c a l e  mockup t e s t i n g .  

I n  summary, U . S .  EPA does n o t  concur w i t h  t h e  m i l e s t o n e  dates proposed f o r  
imp lemen ta t i on  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  desc r ibed  i n  t h e  RAWP. A l so ,  t h e  t e x t  does 
n o t  d i scuss  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  standby power i n  t h e  event o f  a power f a i l u r e .  

Regarding t h e  F u l l  Sca le  Mockup System ( F S M S ) ,  t h e  RAWP does n o t  d i scuss  how 
t h e  l i m i t e d  success o r  f a i l u r e  o f  one o r  more “ c r i t i c a l  aspects  o f  AWR 
o p e r a t i o n s ” w o u l d  be addressed. I t  i s  a l s o  n o t  c l e a r  and would seem p ruden t  
t h a t  t h e  F S M S  t e s t i n g  program shou ld  p e r m i t  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  F S M S  a s  
needed, h o p e f u l l y  p r o d u c i n g  a t e s t e d  and proven r e t r i e v a l  system t h a t  i s  
d i r e c t l y  t r a n s f e r a b l e  f o r  a c t u a l  waste r e t r i e v a l .  

U . S .  EPA t h e r e f o r e  d i s a p p r o v e s  t h e  RAWP. A d d i t i o n a l  comments a re  a t tached .  
The U n i t e d  S ta tes  Department o f  Energy (DOE) and t h e  r e g u l a t o r s  should r e s o l v e  
these comments and i s s u e s  p r i o r  t o  DOE s u b m i t t i n g  a r e v i s e d  RAWP. P l e a s e  
c o n t a c t  me a t  ( 3 1 2 )  886-4591 i f  you have any q u e s t i o n s .  

S i n c e r e l y  , 

g-c 
G e K J a b l o n o w s k i  
P r o j e c t  Manager 
Federa l  F a c i l i  t i e s  S e c t i o n  
Superfund D i v i s i o n  

Attachment 

c c :  Tom Schneider ,  OEPA-SWDO 
K i m  Chaney, U . S .  DOE-HDQ 
John Bradburne, F l u o r  F e r n a l d  
T e r r y  Hagen, F l u o r  F e r n a l d  
Tim P o f f ,  F l u o r  F e r n a l d  
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ENCLOSURE 

T E C H N I C A L  R E V I E W  COMMENTS ON D R A F T  
" R E M E D I A L  A C T I O N  WORK PLAN FOR 

RADON CONTROL SYSTEM (RCS)  PHASE I O P E R A T I O N "  

FERNALD ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROJECT 

(One P a g e )  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  .. 

..... ...... . . . . . .  
...... ... - ...... 

. . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  ........ 
. . - . _ 

. . .  . . . . .  

. .  _ _  ~. 2- :--. 
- - 

-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - .... -- . -- . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - 



3 6 4 4  

TECHNICAL R E V I E W  COMMENTS ON DRAFT 
"REMEDIAL ACTION WORK PLAN FOR 

RADON CONTROL SYSTEM (RCS) PHASE I OPERATION" 
- - -  - 

GENERAL COMMENTS: 

Commenting O r g a n i z a t i o n :  U.S. EPA 
S e c t i o n  # :  3 Page # :  Not a p p l i c a b l e  (NA) L i n e  # :  NA 
O r i g i n a l  General  Comment # :  1 
Comment : The RAWP does n o t  d i s c u s s  how a l i m i t e d  success or  f a i l u r e  o f  one 

o r  more " c r i t i c a l  aspects o f  AWR operations" would be addressed. 
I t  i s  a l s o  n o t  c l e a r  and would seem prudent  t h a t  t h e  F S M S  t e s t i n g  
program s h o u l d  p e r m i t  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  t o  the  FSMS as needed, 
h o p e f u l l y  p r o d u c i n g  a t e s t e d  and proven r e t r i e v a l  system t h a t  i s  
d i r e c t l y  t r a n s f e r a b l e  f o r  a c t u a l  waste r e t r i e v a l .  

Commenting O r g a n i z a t i o n :  U . S .  EPA 
S e c t i o n  # :  4 Page # :  23 L i n e  # :  NA 
O r i g i n a l  General  Comment # :  2 
Comment: C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  c loseness  o f  t h e  August 1 and 30, 2002 m i l e s t o n e  

da tes ,  and t h e  aggress iveness o f  such a schedule,  U . S .  DOE and t h e  
r e g u l a t o r s  s h o u l d  d i s c u s s  and agree upon an a p p r o p r i a t e  s e t  o f  
m i l e s t o n e  d a t e s .  

5PE.CIFIC COMMENTS: 

Commenting O r g a n i z a t i o n :  U . S .  EPA 
S e c t i o n  # :  1 . 3  Page # :  3 
O r i g i n a l  S p e c i f i c  Comment # :  1 

L i n e  # :  

Comment: ' T h i s  s e c t i o n  d i s c u s s e s  c o n t r o l  o f  RCS Phase I o p e r a t i o n .  However, 
t h e  t e x t  does n o t  d i s c u s s  whether standby power w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  
i n  t h e  even t  o f  a power outage d u r i n g  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  R C S .  The 
t e x t  shou ld  be r e v i s e d  t o  address emergency procedures f o r  power 
outages.  

Commenting O r g a n i z a t i o n :  U . S .  EPA 
S e c t i o n  # :  1 . 3 . 1 2 . 1  Page # :  11 L i n e  # :  NA 
O r i g i n a l  S p e c i f i c  Comment # :  2 
Comment : The t e x t  s t a t e s  t h a t  " d u r i n g  RCS Phase 1 o p e r a t i o n ,  condensate 

w i l l  be sampled and t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  FEMP AWWT f a c i l i t y  a f t e r  
v e r i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  l i q u i d  meets t h e  AWWT acceptance c r i t e r i a . "  
I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  what w i l l  be done w i t h  t h i s  condensate i f  i t  does 
n o t  m e e t  t h e  Advanced Wastewater Treatment (AWWT) acceptance 
c r i t e r i a .  The t e x t  shou ld  be r e v i s e d  t o  c l a r i f y  t h i s  m a t t e r .  

Commenting O r g a n i z a t i o n :  U . S .  EPA 
S e c t i o n  # :  1 . 4 . 1  Page # :  12 . L i n e  # :  NA 
O r i g i n a l  S p e c i f i c  Comment # :  3 
Comment : The t e x t  s t a t e s  t h a t  " t h e  m o n i t o r  w i l l  be l o c a t e d  a f t e r  a 

s u f f i c i e n t  l e n g t h  o f  s t r a i g h t  d u c t  downstream o f  t h e  HEPA f i l t e r s  
t o  ensure t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  any remain ing p a r t i c u l a t e s  i n  
t h e  s t a c k  i s  u n i f o r m . "  The t e x t  t hen  s t a t e s  t h a t  " t h e  probe 
assembly f i t s  i n t o  t h e  s t a c k  and has the  c a p a c i t y  f o r  measur ing 
s tack  f l o w  and f o r  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  an i s o k i n e t i c  sample." However, 
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i t  i s  not c l e a r  (1) whether the  probe w i l l  be loca t ed  i n  the  duct 
or  in the s t ack  ( 2 )  whether a sample w i l l  be c o l l e c t e d  from the  
s tack  or  the  d u c t ,  a n d  ( 3 )  how the  flow r a t e  of t he  sample w i l l  be 
kept the same a s  t he  flow r a t e  in  the  duct--unless .a-sampl-ing-pump----- - 

_-_ _ _ _ _ _  --i s--u s ed T - -T h e -  t e x  t- S h - d u l T  be76vTed-  To- c l a r i f y t h e s e ma t t e r s . 
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