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S u b j e c t :  D i s a p p r o v a l  o f  R e v i s e d  D r a f t  “Remedia l  A c t i o n  Work P l a n  f o r  Radon 
C o n t r o l  System (RCS)  Phase I O p e r a t i o n ”  and Responses t o  U . S .  EPA 
Comments 

Dear Mr. R e i s i n g :  

The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency (EPA) has comple ted  i t s  
r e v i e w  o f  t h e  a b o v e - r e f e r e n c e d  documents.  The documents,  d a t e d  June 2001. 
were r e c e i v e d  by EPA on June 1 5 ,  2001. The documents i n c l u d e  responses t o  EPA 
comments on t h e  d r a f t  “Remedial A c t i o n  (RA) Work Plan f o r  Radon Contro l  System 
(RCS) Phase I Operat ion” and a r e v i s e d  d r a f t  RA work p l a n .  EPA found  t h a t  
most  o f  t h e  responses  were  adequate  and were p r o p e r l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  
r e v i s e d  d r a f t  RA work p l a n .  However, t h e  response t o  O r i g i n a l  S p e c i f i c  
Comment No. 1 r e q u i r e s  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  as d i s c u s s e d  be low.  

When t h e  emergency g e n e r a t o r  f o r  t h e  RCS i s  p r o v i d i n g  secondary  power,  t h e r e  
w i l l  be a t i m e  l a g  o f  a t  l e a s t  a few seconds f r o m  t h e  t i m e  when t h e  g e n e r a t o r  
s t a r t s  t o  t h e  t i m e  when i t  reaches  f u l l  speed.  The a u t o m a t i c  t r a n s f e r  s w i t c h  
w i l l  t h e n  t r a n s f e r  t h e  l o a d  f r o m  t h e  p r i m a r y  t o  t h e  secondary  power sou rce .  
D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  a l l  equ ipment  m o t o r s  f o r  f a n s ,  b l o w e r s ,  v a l v e  and damper 
o p e r a t o r s ,  and so on  w i l l  s t o p .  T y p i c a l l y ,  t h e  sys tem w i l l  s i g n a l  a la rms f o r  
e i t h e r  “Power Ou t ”  o r  “ F a u l t . ”  I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  how much t i m e  w i l l  e l a p s e  
b e f o r e  a l l  a la rms  a r e  c l e a r e d  and t h e  sys tem i s  r e s t a r t e d ,  assuming t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  no a u t o m a t i c  r e s t a r t  f o r  t h i s  system. Because e l e c t r i c a l  d raw ings  a r e  n o t  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  RA work  p l a n ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  how t h e  system i s  
i n t e r l o c k e d ,  and t h e r e f o r e  EPA canno t  e s t i m a t e  t h e  sys tem downt ime i n  t h e  
e v e n t  o f  a power o u t a g e .  A l s o ,  i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  whether  t h e  programmable l o g i c  
c o n t r o l l e r  i s  powered t h r o u g h  an u n i n t e r r u p t i b l e  power sou rce  o r  d i r e c t l y .  
The RA work p l a n  s h o u l d  be  r e v i s e d  t o  e x p l a i n  (1) how l o n g  t h e  system w i l l  be 
down d u r i n g  a power o u t a g e  and ( 2 )  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  made t o  m i n i m i z e  and measure 
a s s o c i a t e d  r e l e a s e s  o f  radon  gas .  

EPA t h e r e f o r e  d i s a p p r o v e s  t h e  documents.  DOE has 30 days  t o  r e s u b m i t  t h e  
r e v i s e d  d r a f t  “Remedial A c t i o n  Work Plan f o r  Radon Cont ro l  System Phase I 
Opera t ions , ”  f u r t h e r  r e v i s e d  as men t ioned  above.  P lease  c o n t a c t  me a t  ( 3 1 2 )  
886-4591 i f  you have any q u e s t i o n s .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

P r o j e c t  Manager 
F e d e r a l  F a c i l i t i e s  S e c t i o n  
Super fund  D i v i s i o n  
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