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Mr. Johnny W. Reising REPLY TO THEATTENTION OF: SRF-51
United States Department of Energy PiLE
Fernald Area Office )
P.0. Box 398705 : LIZRARY:
Cincinnati, Ohio 45239-8705

Subject: Disapproval of Revised Draft-“Remedial Action Work Plan for Radon

Control System (RCS) Phase I Operation” and Responses to U.S5. EPA
Comments

Dear Mr. Reising:

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has completed its
review of the above-referenced documents. The documents, dated June 2001,
were received by EPA on June 15, 2001. The documents include responses to EPA
comments on the draft “Remedial Action (RA) Work Plan for Radon Control System
(RCS) Phase I Operation” and a revised draft RA work plan. EPA found that
most of the responses were adequate and were properly incorporated into the
revised draft RA work plan. However, the response to Original Specific
Comment No. 1 requires clarification as discussed below.

When the emergency generator for the RCS is providing secondary power, there
will be a time lag of at least a few seconds from the time when the generator
starts to the time when it reaches full speed. The automatic transfer switch
will then transfer the load from the primary to the secondary power source.
During this period, all equipment motors for fans, blowers, valve and damper
operators, and so on will stop. Typically, the system will signal alarms for
either “Power Out” or “Fault.” It is not clear how much time will elapse
before all alarms are cleared and the system is restarted, assuming that there
is no automatic restart for this system. Because electrical drawings are not
included in the RA work plan, it is difficult to determine how the system is
intertocked, and therefore EPA cannot estimate the system downtime in the
event of a power outage. Also, it is not clear whether the programmable logic
controller is powered through an uninterruptible power source or directly.

The RA work plan should be revised to explain (1) how long the system will be
down during a power outage and (2) the provisions made to minimize and measure
associated releases of radon gas. '

EPA therefore disapproves the documents. DOE has 30 days to resubmit the
revised draft “Remedial Action Work Plan for Radon Control System Phase I
Operations,” further revised as mentioned above. Please contact me at (312)
886-4591 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Gefie Jablonowski
Project Manager

Federal Facilities Section
Superfund Division

cc: Tom Schneider, OEPA-SWDO
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