
FCAB UPDATE 
Week of June 3,2002 

(Last update was May 14,2002) 

Stewardship Committee Meeting 
Thursdav, June 13.2002.6:30 p.m. 

PElC - Public Environmental 
Information Center 

Fernald Citizens Advisory Board Meeting 
Saturdav, June 15. 2002. 8:30 a.m. 

Crosby Township Senior Center 

6/15/02 FCAB Meeting Agenda 
6/13/02 Stewardship Committee Meeting Agenda 

0 DOE Announcement of Second Phase Management Reassignment 
Radioactive Waste Restriction Act Summary 

0 DOE Response Letter to Superfund Report Article 

Articles & News Clippings 

All future FCAB will be held at the Crosby Township Senior Center. Stewardship meetings for 
July, September, October, and November will be held in TO1 South in trailer # I .  

Please note that the phone number for The Perspectives Group has changed. 

Please contact Doug Sarno or David Bidwell at The Perspectives Group 
Phone: 51 3-648-6478 or 703-837-9269 Fax: 51 3-648-4141 or 703-837-9662 
E-Mail: djsarno@theperspectivesgroup.com or dbidwell@theperspectivesgroup.com 
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STEWARSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING 
PEIC 

Thursday, June 13,2002 

DRAFT AGENDA 

6:30 p.m. Opening Remarks and Updates 

6:45 p.m. Recent Site Documents 
Revised Master Plan for Public Use 
Revised Deer Management Plan 
Final Southern Waste Units Accelerated Natural 
Resource Restoration Design Plan 

7:15 p.m. Records Feasibility Study 
Debrief May 18 Design Charrette 
Next Steps 

8:OO p.m. Adjourn 
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FULL BOARD MEETING 
Crosby Senior Center, 8910 Willey Road 

Saturday, June 15,2002 

DRAFT AGENDA 

8:30 a.m. Call to Order 

I 8:30 - 8:45 a.m. Chair’s Remarks and Ex Officio Announcements 

8:45 -9:30 a.m. Update on Site Acceleration Activities 

9:30 - 10:30 a.m. Silos Update 

10:30 - 10:45 a.m. Break 

10:45 -1 1:30 a.m. Budget and Schedule for Long-Term Stewardship 
and Records Disposition 

11 : 15 - 1 1 :45 a.m. Results of Design Charrette and Next Steps 

11 :45 - 1200 p.m. 

1200 p.m. Adjourn 

Public Comment 

3 



energy.gov - Headquarters' Press Relcase (Print Version) 5/26/02 12:20 PM 

(2324 

Department of Energy Announces Second Phase of Management 
Reassignments 

WASHINGTON, DC - As part of its Environmental Management (EM) Program review, the Department 
of Energy (DOE) today announced the second phase of executive management reassignments. The 
reassignments are consistent with recommendations from the Top-to-Bottom Review and are 
designed to  strengthen, streamline, and delayer the leadership of the program. A total of 27 senior 
executives were involved in the first phase of this plan, five executives are involved in this phase. 

"Strengthening the leadership will be an ongoing process and I will use developmental opportunities 
and assignments to  ensure we develop executive leadership in EM to deliver more real risk reduction 
and cleanup. All EM executives will have both field and headquarters expertise," Assistant Secretary 
of Environmental Management Jessie Roberson said. 

The reassignments announced today include: 

Greg Rudy, Manager of the Savannah River Operations Office, will move to  the National Nuclear 
Security Administration in Washington, D.C., pending approval of the Executive Resources 
Board. 
Charles Hansen, Deputy Manager of the Savannah River Operations Office, will become the 
Acting Manager of the Savannah River Operations Office. 
Barbara Mazurowski, Manager of the Rocky Flats Field Office, will become the Associate 
Deputy Assistant Secretary a t  EM Headquarters in Washington, D.C. 
Eugene Schmitt, Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Office of Policy, Planning, and 
Budget a t  EM Headquarters in Washington, D.C., will become the Manager of the Rocky Flats 
Field Office. 
Roger Butler, Former Director of the Budget Division at  the U.S. Department of Agriculture in 
Washington D.C., will become the Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Office of Policy, 
Planning, and Budget at EM Headquarters in Washington, D.C., pending approval from the 
Office of Personnel Management. 

Media Contact: 
Dolline Hatchett, 202/586-5806 
Joe Davis, 202/586-4940 

Release No. PR-02-088 

Back to  Previous Paae> 

http://www.energy.~ov/HQPress/releases02/maypr/pr02088~v. htrn Page 1 of I 



UTAH VOTER INITIATIVE 2002: RAJIIOACTIVE WASTE RESTRICTIONS ACT 
SUMMARY 

By Eugene J. Gleason, April 18,2002 

4 3 2 4  

BACKGROUND: This act is an initiative drive conducted by a prominent citizens organization 
in conjunction with the Utah Education Association. Under Utah law, citizens of the State have 
the ability to initiate legislation by ballot in two ways. First, they can get voter approval of a 
ballot measure that asks the Legislature to consider a proposal. Second, they can get legislation 
enacted directly into law without Legislative or Gubernatorial approval. This initiative petition 
uses the second route. 
For this initiative to become law: the organizers must draft legislation; have the specific 
legislation certified as accurate and constitutional by the Lt. Governor’s Office; get the required 
number of citizen signatures to put the initiative on the ballot; present these signatures for review 
and approval to the Salt Lake C o u n ~  Clerks’ Office by June 1; if the County Clerk approves the 
signatures, the signatures are sent to the Lt. Governors’ Office for review and approval; if the Lt 
Governor approves, the initiative is placed on the November statewide election ballot; if the 
initiative passes in November, it becomes law on January 1,2003. 
As of April 18,2002, the Lt. Governor has certified the language contained in a 57-page bill as 
constitutional and appropriate and the initiative organizers are circulating the petitions to get the 
initiative on the ballot. The general thinking is that the initiative will survive all the procedural 
steps and be put on the ballot for a November vote. 

SUMMARY OF RADIOACTIVE WASTE RESTRICTIONS ACT: 

The Act significantly increases the amount of taxes and fees imposed on operators of low level 
radioactive waste disposal facilities within Utah, The only licensed radioactive waste disposal 
facility in Utah is Envirocare. The reprocessing facility operated by International Uranium 
Corporation appears to be exempt from the taxes because the act eliminates existing taxes on 
“alternate feed material” and 1 le.2 reprocessing. 
The Act, also, prohibits the licensing and siting or siting of either a Class B or a Class B&C 
radioactive disposal facility in Utah. The intent is to prohibit expansion of Envirocare’s 
Radioactive Materials License for B & C waste. 
The proposed taxes and fees are as follows: 

Increases the Gross Receipts tax to fifieen percent (1 5%) on all radioactive waste 
received at Envirocare and eliminates the existing gross receipts tax scheme of 12% on 
containerized Class A, 10% on processed Class A and 5% on bulk Class A radioactive 
waste. 
Increases the tax on the receipt of “alternate feed material” and 1 1 e.2 waste from 1 Ocents 
to $4.00 per cubic foot. 
Eliminates the application of the “alternative feed material” tax to “reprocessing” 
facilities. 
Applies the 1 1 e.2 tax to “bulk disposal” rather than “by-product” disposal material. 
Imposes a new tax of $150 per cubic foot on “containerized” mixed waste including 
“containerized PCB” disposal. 
Imposes a new $30 per cubic foot tax on “bulk” mixed waste disposal. 
Imposes a new $150 per cubic foot tax on” containerized” NORM-NARM disposal. 
Imposes a new $20 per cubic foot tax on “bulk” NORM-NARM disposal. 

0 Imposes a new $4 per cubic foot tax on “bulk Pre-78’’ disposal. 
The Act requires the disposal facility to directly pay all taxes imposed by the Act on a monthly 
rather than quarterly basis. 
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May 14, 2002 
Broadcast News Coverage 
"Wrenium Shipmen ts 
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"Fernald tour brings back memories" 
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Fernald tour brings 
back memories 

evenln as visltorr tour the 
Femal (B &a. 

ter, an equi ment maintenance 
*worker at tR e site from 1965 to 
1962. ?t's gaod to eee thie." 

Lany Tepe, Walter's fellow 
farmer cg-worker at the site 
who etarted work, there with 
him on Jan. 15 back in 1956 
chimed in with his friend, but 
ex reeatxi his concern. 
"bherek, big changq, but I 

still have the feelin it'o never 
oin to be cleane d up," said 

L e  fg-rar 01; "It juet 6-m 
to me t at the re just moving 
it from me pace to another, 
whether it's here, or aut Wmt.' 

"There wae a lot of etuff 
dumped on site. It almogt 

seems like an imposaible jab: 
Tepe aaid. "But they're doin6 a 
good job. And it's kind of nice 
to come back end eee it." 

Johnny Reieing, DOE aesoci- 
ate director of environmental 
management, invited former 
site workers an the tour to 
offer their own commentary. 

Y think it's great for a lot of 
these people to come back d eee 
what we're doing here," he said. 

Reiaiag hi@ hted wver 1 
key oints along z a tour,inclu& 

pmjectz, wa81;e pi& remediation, 
etructum &untamination and 
demolition, qn-mte 
it& and the former y ash pit 
and southem waste units - an 
m a  now cefiiasd clean. 
""hi8 m a  had the bigheat 

level8 of radiological materials 

ing & eaquiPureetoratimr,siloe 
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as far aa soils were concerned,” 
he mid. 

The silo6 eegment of the tour 
allowed visitors to walk near 
all four S ~ I O S ,  including the 
notorious K-66 s i b  1 and 2. 
They also had the chance to 
view four eIlomaous tanka that 
will be used in the transfer of 
waate fiom the sib. 

The K-66 silos contain 8,890 
cubic yerds of low-level 
radioactive waste datin back 
to the time of the Ma&ttan 
Pro’ect. Silo S contain8 about 
6.048 cubic yards of residue 
from Femld production, while 
a fourth d o  is em ty. 

projects are either under way 
or planned on eite to return 
indigenoue plant life and 
wildbfa to  area. After deanup, 

Reising mid 1 B restoration 

Page 2 of 2 

reetoration will account for 
more than 800 acres of the dte. 

Gesturin to a wide-open 

Reising eaid cleanup has been 
ei ificant. 

%e whole norkheaetern por- 
tion of the eite has been 
cleared, us far 68 the buildings 
ate concerned,” he said. We’re 
earnewhere around 36- Ius 
percent of completion. ... h o t  
of ue are pretty proud of what 
we’re doing here. 
The tour over, Tape stood 

with hie back to the &e. Gee- 
Over hia right ahodder 

with tun% ‘s thumb and a nod, he 
referred to the rear ofthe site. 

“All the buildin B I worked in 
were laying ba c& there in a 
pile,” he aaid. urnat’s really 
something.” 

area where 5 hnt 6 once stood, 
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Page 12A 
Weaning up Fernsfd 

ClEANiNG UP FERNALD ' 
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Last of urartlum product 
I , 

being shlpped out today I .  

' ? 

The last truckload of uranium product 
Is leavlng Fernald today as Fluor Femald 
works to complete cleanup of the former 
nuclear materials processing facility by 
the end of 2006. 

About 31 mlllion pounds of urenlum- 
contaminated materiel remalned onsite 
after the fsclllty was shut down in 1989. 

Barrels of nuclear waste, above, qwait 
shipment to Nevada. 

A radon detectlon tower, right, stands 
as a reminder of some of the environ- 
mental fears surroundlng the slte, as 
guests toured the slte Tuesday. They 
looked at a contalner, below, that had 
been used for shipping waste. 

Containers of reusable nuclear mated- 
als, bottom left, which will be shlpped to 
a Department of Energy plant In Plkelon, 
were sltcing on the pad of what had 
been the former Plant 1 orl Tuesday. 
Plants 2 and 3, bottom right, provlde a 
Ilk-sized history lesson at the faclllty. 

8 Femald produced about 5 mllllon 
Pounds of pure uranlurn for weapons 
over four dqades during the Cold War. 
In 1999, Femald began shlpplng reus- 
able nuclear meterlai to the DOE plant in 
Plketon. Other material was shipped to 
other DOE sites, the Defense Depart- 
ment and users In the private sector. 
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Cincinnati Post 
Page 12A 
"Cleaning up Fernald * 

Page 2 of 2 
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May 16,2002 
The Cincinnati Enquirer 
Front Page - A14 
“Milestone reached in Fernald cleanup 

NO. 339 P882/886 
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Milestone reached -1 
in Fernald cleanup 

were cnclased in metal box- 
es to the U,S. Department of Last of usable 

WaiIiUm shipped Enerw’E p~rtsmo~th G ~ S -  

‘ h i  Clnslnnrl E uimr 
GLENN H A ~ O N G  

A pirerrd on the last 
truckload of uranlum 
product leawing hrnald 
Wednesday warns of Its 
contents. I - 
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May 16, 2002 
The Cincinnati Enquirer 
Front Page - A14 
"Milestone reached in Ferneld cleanup" 

4 3 2 4  
Page 2 of 2 

Fernald: Reaches milestone 
From Page A 1  

producte that were used at other 
federal sitee for the production of 
nuclear weapons. 
When the plant shut down in 

1989, there was 31 million pounds 
of usable uranium on the 1,050- 
acre site in Crosby Township. 

Fernald shipped 16.7 million 
pounds to other DOE eites and to 
private companies that purchased 
it, 5.2 million pounds to waste 
disposition sites and 9.1 million 
pounds lo the Portsmouth plant. 

The first of 760 truckloads was 
sent to Portsmauth on June 2, 
1999. No accrdents or injuries 
occurred on the Femald site or en 
route to Portsmouth, said Steve 
McCracken, DOE site manager. 

"This is a tremendou step for- 
ward in tampleting ow cleanup 
misdon," he said. 

Almost aU of those attending 
*Wednesday's ceremony were Fer- 
nald and DOE employees. Most 
Crosby Township residents who 
were invited could not attend be- 
c&use of work, Fernald spokesman 
Jeff Wagner said. 

18SD: Femald. II mnl villa@ In 
rtonhMstom Hamlm Couq, Is con= 
aldersd as on8 of three s b  lor a new 
U.S. ursrlhrmpmng plarn to !up 
port tha defense mm. 
brreks @wnd fOtUt0 plant on 
we3 near ths vlliagc. 

18112: Urnw producrian be@@. 
National lead of Ohio funs me plant 
B bW. Neighbors bm FarniIld 
Rmidsnco for Envtmnmsntal Ssfay 
and Hsslth (FRESH) and begln to 
monitor the plant. 

1984: FRESH flles dessgction wlt 
agelna the mmment  
m 191; Nedonal Laad lewtr. 
Wnghousr named chief operator. 
I X9% The U.S. Depumcnt of 
Energy admits In a npon that 
concarnlnation at the Famrld uranium- 
proceslng pbm k I) hMhh tht88t. 
I 1- Government settles out of 
COUK with resideno, awarding 573 
mllllon. 
D 1S1111: Production ends at Ferneld 
plant Government stam to clean up 
the site. 

1882: A fluor subsidlaly, fluor 

I 10161: Atomlc r nor@ Comm 

Daniel, stB& managlng tbe cloanup 
of the Geilitv. 
I tWJ: for the plsnrs 50th annirr- 
wyI deanup wmmr Fluor 
Ferneld announca new best6 and 
wedends developing on the properly. m ~ l y  2002; Fernaid s ~ p s  out the 
last ofthe 31 m l l m  pounds of 
usable uranlum that Efn8h8d til the 
sin when production ended 13 yeas 
686 

Lisacrawford, president of who was unable to attend dudes pracesing the waste in 
Fernald Residents for Environ. Wednesday'a ceremony. "There silos, dmohhjng buildings, exca- 
mental  Safety and Hcalth have been very few problems or conh&td and ex- (FRESH), wlueh has been moni- issues with it. Let's just keep tracting and confrmiMt- toring the cleanup, Mid she'i moving in the right direction." 
pleased tlM1 the last of the usable The entire cleanup of the oite is ed ground 
uranium is off the site. scheduled to be completed by the 

"It's another milestone that's end of 2006. 
been met," said Ms. Crawford, Remaining cleanup work in- 

sk~e@engui r r r~com 
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Lawrenceburg Register 
Page 3A 
“Last of uranium leaves Fernald 

Last of 
uranium 
leaves 
Fernald 1. 

STAFF REPORT - 
What once represented Fernald’s 

rolr in supporting rhe nation’s de- 
knsc program during the Cold War 
is now gone from t!ie site. ’ . 

Fluor I Fernnld, near Hamson. 
shipped the last truckload of urani- 
um products off site Wednesday, 
May IS. I t  is o criricnl step in 
achieving sire closure by tho end ot‘ 
2006. said Gary Srenser. Depnrt- 
nlent of Energy spokesman. 

Over rhe nearly Four Jccudck of 
the Cold Wx, Feiwald produced 
approxiinutcly 500 inillion pounds 
of pure m i l i u m  metal producrr for 
tlie nariaa’s ntoniic weapons pro- 
grant, he said. .: 

The Alomic Energy Commis- 
don. and larer the DOE, used the 
uruiiiuni fuel elenients for nuclear 
rCqCiors locnted at the Hanford 
bite.  Wnhhingron, nnd the Savannah 
River site. South Carolina, he said. 

When Fernald cetlscd operations 
in 1989, due to dccliiijng demands 
for uruirium produsrs coupled with 
increasing environrnenrnl con- 
ccrns. about 31 million pounds of 
uranium product rtmaincd on site. 
said Srcnger. 

Since thnr r im,  a key compo. 
nent of Ftrnnld’s clennup program 
has been the reinnoval of all nuclenr 

lugiciil requiremcnu and expedite 
thc dccontuniinaiion and dcmoli- 
twn nf hiiildinrs. 

iwttrrinl to rcdurc rlw situ’s nsdiu- 

Frrnald crews h u w  removed 
\irickpilttl iiuclear mnterial frum 
buildinus. cleaned out production 
l i n a  and equipment where materi- 
;iI W P S  rrapped nher operarions 
were $hut down, consolid~ted and 
rcpackuged rhe material ’ to meet 
Dcpmncni of Tnnnponation ship- 
ping requirements. and sampled 
and clnulyzed the material for qud- 
iry control, wid Stcnger, 

DOE‘S main challenge was to 
find govemmenr or privito accror 
cusioinero for the nuclear product. 
If a viable mnrktt for the marerid 
could not be found. DOE would 
have to reclassify the inaterial as n 
waste producr, a more costly and 
rime consuming disposition option. 
he snid. B 

In 1999. Fernnld began ship- 
nients of reusable nticlenr material 
prodiict io the DOE Portsmouth 
Gaseous Diffusion Plant, Piketon, 
Ohio. 

Over a three-year period. Fer- 
nald trundcrrd 9. I million pounds 
of depleted. normal and enriched 
umnium LO Portsmouth. where i t  
will remain in interim storage 
under the purview of the DOE Oak 
Ridge Operations Ofice Uranium 
Managemtnr Group, said Stcngec 

The uranium also was shipped to 
other DOE sites, the Department o f  
Defense and the privare sector, he 
added. 

“Rcmuving the uranium product 
sttxhpile reduces landlord and sur- 
veirloncs costs associnted with 
storing and managing the mnwial 
and is a major step for site closure. 
We can POW redirect resources to 
our cleanup projects and continue 
to acczlernte building demolition 
and soil excavnrioo,” said DOE- 
Fcrnnld Site Dirccror Steve Mc- 
Cracltrn. 

The Nuclear Materials Disposi- 
tion Program i s  the second major 
program Fluor Fernald has com- 

. pleted 11s part of Fernald’s accelcr- 

DUE and Fluor Fcmnld are on 
schedule tn complcre cleanup of 
the I.0SO-acrc Pcrnold site by the 
end of 20015. 

aced alcnnup plnn. coirl  Swnlyar. 
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"DOE Points To Portsmouth For Central Ureniorn Storage" 
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The Energy qepartment, saying it  
needed to CUI costs and improve 
safety mrnagemcnt, said last week it 
wanted to conrolidnte storage ofsome 
14,215 metric tons of "patentirllyn- 
usnble" urrrnium materids at irk dosed 
Pornmouth uranium enrichment com- 
plex in Ohio. 

In a draft environmental assess= 
mcnt issued Thursday, DOE arid its 
"preferred &I tmative" was to omtrol- 
ire ot~rage at Portsmouth bkcausc the 
kite already had asubtrantial uranium 
manrgement miasion due 10 its ongo- 
ing receipt of uranium materials from 
the department's Pernrid rite in Ohio 
and Henford plant in Wnshington. 

The deputment also said Ports- 
noutb. which hhs the largect uranium 

DOE Points To Portsmouth 
For Central Uranium Storage 

sforage inventory of any DOEcire at 
4,393 rneuic tons, hidrvrilablertor- 
rge space equipped with nuclear 
safety alarms and personnel knowl- 
edgcnble rbouc uranium operation#. 

The comprehensive mrasgemcnt 
plan would cover low-enriched ura- 
nium, normnl uranium and depleted 
uranium now stored by the depan- 
mcnt at 158 rites uound the country, 
thouah moat of the material is rt a 
handful of sites. 

Theprogramdoer not eoverlsrge 
amounu of  uranium residues that 
are not readily suitrbls for conver- 
aionconactorfuslor othucommer- 
cia1 uses. 

DOEnored that it was bamd from 
- selling some uraniumunder variour - 

inretnationrl agreements in order tc 
prevent further depressing prices ir 
the already glutted uranium market 
Howevyu, i t  said i t  would be coniernq 
plating ralu  once those agreementi 
expired, starring in2008. 

The d e p r m e n t  said urnrpattinl 
uranium to a centralized storage looa. 
tion would entril minimnl risks to the 
public and the environment from mi- 
dents or leaks. 

Other DOE cites witb substantial 
uranium stockpila are the Savmnah 
River Site inSouthCarolina,wit&&9QS 
metric tom: the Idrho NId01181 Enpi- 
nccring: and Environmental Lnbora- 
tory, with 1,521 metric una; tho Oak 
R i d p .  Tan.,  site, with 1.44s metric 
tons; and Hurford, with 1J25 medc 
tons. 
DOE also raid there w u  a curnula- 

tlve lotel of 560 metric tons at 79 uni- 
varsities and 600 metric tons from for- 
eiga sources at three U.S. ports. 
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Page 5 
"Urginia team wins National Science Bo wJ" 

Virginia t e ~ a ~  wins National Science Bowl@ 
Sisrpfour srudcnr (ems 

from 4 sracef, [he Disti'tct 
of Colunhia, and  lit U.S. 
Virgin Islsnds compcred for 
top honot% PL the 12d1 an- 
nual Depnmenr of Energy 
(DOE) Narlonal .Science 
BowP, May 3.6, ZII the N~I= 
rional4-H Conference Ccn- 
fer in Chevy Chase, Md. 
The team were the wln- 
ners of regional science 
bowl tournamena held ear- 
lier this year at DOE sites, 

4 3 2 4  

Alexandria. Va , rook cop han- 
ors. The school's region4 spon. 
SOI n w  h e  Dcpamnenr's 
Tholnas Jekcrwn Natlonal 
Accelenror Faciliv. Under 
Secnury of Energy Roberr Card 
presented the fmr-place trophy 
v) rhe team. In addition. the 
ce;un will amend he nzlomcck 
Intemrionni Your11 Sciencc 
Forum in London, hghnd. 

Secreury of Energy Spencer 
Ahham congraculatcd die 
winners and ~raisctl aIl chc stti- 



* 85/38/82 14:38 PUBLIC AFFAIRS + SARNO ~0.034 paa5/~86 

May 2002 
DOE This Manth 
Page 9 
"Site-Specific Advisory Boards tour fernald" 

Site-Specific Advisory Boards tour Fernald 
The Femald C i ~ i t e n s  Advisory Board hosted the biannual meting of 

h e  Department of Energy's (DOE) Environmental Management Sitc- 
Specifk Advisory Board Chairs, April 11-13,2002, The meetings are 
held to discuss complex-wide issues and to share informadon pertinent 
to the advisory boards' misslons. MeccinB topics included the DOE 
Top-ro-Bottom Review, the Fiscal Year 2003 budget, and long-term 
stewardship issues. 

At right. a tour of the Deparunent's Pemald Environmend Manage- 
ment Project began the meeting of chain from nine advisory boards. 
Johnny Reising. DOE associate director for the Pemald cleanup, high- 
lighted the site's remediation efforts. Those who had vlslted Fernald in 
tlie past were impressed with the amount of cornplercd rcmediarion 
work and the open spaces left after removal of six of the 10 major 
production planu in chc fona  processing area. The advlsory board 
chalrs especially were interested in Fernalds On-Site Disposal Faclllry. 
Relsing noted chat DOE and Fluor Fernald are on target to complete 
cleanup and site closure by 2006. 9 
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deni s U U.S. agenaes 

growing number of crith, indud- 

t Continuedfrom 1A 

"There is more conunitmeit m 
secrecy than in any a d m i i t i o n  
in the post-Wrld War II period," 
says Morton Hal nn, who served Theace tions ~d ix lonue :  
in the Johnson, f k n  and Ctinton 
administrations and is a weor fel- 
low on the Council on Forelgn Re- 
Mons. We've never had hun- 
dreds of people arrested for long 
periods of time without knowing 
who they are, why the 're being 
held, where they.= d w h a t  the 
charges are against them. Even 
during the Japanese internment, 
there was no effort to keep secret 

Conservatives who normally 

jowrnment information, with nine-Zxceptioni Passed bJrCo@ress 
m 1966.3he law was strengthened in 1974 after the Watergate 
scandal. 

b Pro r$ classfwd national security information 
b FegaI  agency rides governi personnel pracuces 
b information exe m&ted ?de% by Congress. such as dassi- 

b 'ltade secrrts or commercial and financial information 
b Internal agency deliberative documents. such as deliberations 

b Law enfixcement investigation r e c o z  
b Finandal institution records 
b Oil well data, including geological maps of wells 

fied nudear weapons ta or intelligence sources and methods 

on whether m add certain animals to the Endangered Spedes Act 
. b Informanon related m p e d  prlva 

who was being detained." xurrRdSm*Nns*n- 

closure, officials typidy rekased 
all infomation that did not involve 

truck convoys might carry radio- 

issues such as national security, 
trade sew5 or p e d  prjvacy. 
But alter the deadliest attack on 
U.S. soil, the notion of what could 
compromise "national security" 
was expanded. 

At fust. no one much objected 
Protecting maps and descriptions 

.of nudear power plants, hydm 
electric dams. ipellne mutes and 
chemical suppEes see@ justi- 
fied, for national security. With- 
holding details about alrlks' and 

Cover story 
airports' security violations also 
seemed to make sew., . 

At a time when crha of the 
White House were warv of a~ 
pearing unpatriotic 
mostly silent as the 
stration damwd down on other 

~~ ~ .~ .~ ...... ...... - 
beg,inning to look more like oppor- 
m m  than enhanced semitu I . The Freedom of Information Act gives the public a l i a l  r&ht m 

b pmtea our constitution," says 
Rep.Jane Harman. DCali€, pking 
member on the House Intehgencc 
Subcommittee on Terrorism and 
Homeland Security. 

stateseyemtrictionr 

For many Americans the crack- 
down on inlormation is becoming 
apparent because state govern- 
ments are following the Bush ad- 
ministrahonk lead. @maken in 
18 states are ex?nunmg or h?ve 
passed plans to local officials 
more Dower to sf%d information: 

b Iri Arkansas, residents soon 
might not be able to find out how 
dose their homes arc to facilities 
that store hazardous materials. In- 
formation about where and when 

al phomgraphs of a site that in- 
cludes an- munitions plant. 

"All of ow initial discussions 
were dominated by questlons 
about 'How far do we 1'" says 
David'Miller, chief of &at Iowa% 
Emergency Mana ment Division. 
'If we went too E, we knew we 
would be criticized, and rightfully 
sa I t 3  a a c u l t  balance." 

Meanwhile, the US Conference 
of M a y ~ n  this week asked the U.S 
Senate to back a plan that would 
allow cities to M e  4tudies tlpt 
show the wlnerabilties of water 
systems. The mayors said the stud- 
ies "would be wry valuable m do- 
mestic or intemanonal terrorists." 

crises have led to SeQEeY 

The US government often has 
embraced secrec duringcrises. 

After World &ar I1 concerns 
about the Soviet bloc and its mil- 
itary buildup led ,the US govern- 
ment to classify enormous 
amounts of inbrmation. That con- 
tinued during the US involvement 
in Vietnam, until some of the gov- 
ernment% secrecv e b r 6  durim 

Ashcroft has refused to identifi 
hundreds of foreignen who havl 
been rounded up since Sept 11 
Authorities haw not said why the! 
have been detained or whwe the 
have been held. Ashmft ha 
closed the h e a d  for those he11 
on immigrationchrges, 

Last week, Ashcroft orderec 
county jails. where most ofthe br 
eignen have been held, not to re 
lease the prisoners' names. He ah 
refuses to c h i @  Inconsistent gov 
ernment estimates on how man: 
breigners have been released. 
In October, the Justice Depart 

ment said it had detained rnp~  
than1,lWpeo lemtheaer rar~r  
probe. About f00 of those wen 
charged with crimiial offenses. 

Only one detainee, tccaria 
Moussaoui. has been durgd witl 
being involved in the (I- 
conspiracy that carried out 
tacks on Sept, 11. He is 

could result m the death penalty 
At least 718 foreigners hav 

been j a i y  for i m m i o n  vi0 
lations dunng the ~mrisn p p h  
Manv of the violations are llwo 

trial In vilnla on dlalges tha 

the 1960s were- osed as a c  sudiasoventayingavisa 
tempts to cover up?mestic spy- Other foreignen have been he6 
i bythegk as material witnesses, meaniq 
%ter S m  a law professor at that authorities believe th coul 
Ohio State Un'mrsity who served be useful in the robe. d e  offi 
as a counsel on privacy in the ciais have not J eased . d, & m e  
ton adrnlnistramn, says that his- and @e not identified even th 
torically, the US government has grand. juries that @t call th 
eased off demands lor secrecy matenalwitnessestotestily . 
when twD things have occurred. Some kderal j es sq the K 

of threat Things get better. The Last month, US D k k t  J d g  
war ends" he says. 7he second is Nancy *un& in Deboit rule 
T , n  abuses caused,by s.mcy. that an unmigration hearing fc 
o far the Bush adrninstrahon has one detainee could not be closed. 

been eBective We ho we won't "Openness is necessary for th 
need congreen4  Rea r iq  .m public m maintain e n c e  t 
show how tra@caUy wrong ttUr ffl- the value and soundness of a gm 
stinct for secrecy has been." ernment's actions, as secrecy onl 

At@ysts say the Bush admini- byeds suspicion," Edmunds sak 
m o n k  oush for secrecv stands reiectinn the novernmentb re 

"One is the reduced perception crrcy has gone m%r. 

$est $t the fiearings be close 
r nahonal securit reasas. 
In New Yo* UY M a i c t  Juds 

Shua Scheindl'm found that au 
thorlties had overreached bv hi 
ing material witnesses wltiiw 
cha 'ngthem. 

cause m dey a person e!!! 
mitted a crune, it may arred 
them. Scheindlin wrote. 'But sinc 

" I z h e p m e n t  has 

out in pit because It Bflows a 
decade u1 which the Clinton white 
House used impmVing technology 
to make government more acces- 
sible to Americans. 

Ten years ago, there were no 
government Web sites providing 
mformation to the public; the cur- 
rent complaints are a reaction to a 
pulling back from a time of unprec- 
edented openness. 

enrists. acknowledges as mu& 

Govehnent does that It doesn't powers are targeted at terror&. kapons 07mass destruction. The agency dmctors the authori m Steven Aftergpod, a researcher 1789;no Congress has granted th 
make any difference whether it's a Our investigation is focused on ter- memo urged cies to more ag- withhold inbrmation they beteve at the Federation of American Scl- pvernment authority to im rim 
Democratic government or a Re- rohtr Our prevention strategy gressivel gua%?ensithre but un- 'may result in a safety risk." an innocent penon in J e r  t 
publican government' ts the termrst threat" da5if1ed: mformation. 'I'm not claiming the sky is fall- parantee that he will testify bc 

Bush administration officials %cials have supsted that the 
counter that since Sept 11, the disclosure guidelines to be an- public's need to know instead of 
%overnmentk main mission has nounced by Ashcroft will give the public's r&t to know," says iddings arc being clauifi+. The many cases that are not j&ed dicatedthat The ustice it J c a r r y  De artrnent on its has ir 
say their mwes are aimed at that. leasing information. But observers OMT, Wa&h a p u p  here that after lawmakers learned that the The Juptice Departmen6 eforts for secreq It has appeal$ the% 

"I cannot and will not divulge in- say it ap an that the rules also monitors government s ending coun derk in Burllngton had re- to keep its  terrorism pube secret molt demon and is considering a 
formation . . . that will damage might tefagencies to more nar- and takes its name from t ie Office c e i d a n  unusual request for aeri- havedrawn the most criticism. appeal in New York 

b In Iowa, architectural draw- 
"We seem to be shm m the ings forxhwls,publicutilities.air- in&" he says. What is worrisome ore a rand jury conducbng 

oro and some local government is the growth of official secre in crimin$ivestlgation' 

een m w e n t  tenurism. They agenciesa uniformstandard forre- Ga Bars executive director of plan flew through the Legulature byanidentmablethreaL' 
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