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State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
Southwest District 

401 East Fifth Street 
Dayton, Ohio 45402-291 1 

TELE: (937) 285-6357 
FAX: (937) 285-6249 
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..’> lq February 23,2004 .-.. 

Mr. William J. Taylor . -  

U.S. Department of Energy, Fernald Area Office 
P.O. Box 538705 
Cincinnati, OH 45253-8705 

Re: 
Plan for the Accelerated Waste Retrieval Project 

DISAPPROVAL - Revised Heel and Decant Sump Tank 

Dear Mr. Taylor: 

Ohio EPA has reviewed DOE’S submittal, “Revised Heel and Decant Sump Tank 
Sludge Removal Plan for the Accelerated Waste Retrieval Project”, dated January 21, 
2004. 

Ohio EPA disapproves this design document. The design is too vague in approach and 
is lacking appropriate design criteria for commencement of specific tasks. Specific 
design issues are listed below: 

The Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) should be kept in the design as an option 
for removing debris that are not able to be removed during slurrying operations. 

The design is lacking appropriate detail for decant port removal and subsequent 
flushing. If full scale mock-up of proposed shearing method is sought, the 
demolition of Silo 4 should be delayed until it is no longer needed for pretesting 
of silo designs. 

The design is lacking a performance specification for the Decant Sump Tank 
sludge removal. 

0 The design requires an appropriate design criteria for the rate of radon 
emanation that will allow for the RCS to be shut off. 
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If you have any questions, please contact me at (937) 285-6466. 

Sincerely, 

A 
Thomas A. S&neider 
Fernald Project Manager 
Office of Federal Facilities Oversight 

cc: Jim Saric, U.S. EPA 
Ruth Vandergrift, ODH 
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