
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 5 

77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 
CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590 

SEP 2 7 zU04 
Mr. W i l l i a m  J .  Tay lor  SR-6J 

REPLY TO THE AlTENTION OF: Uni ted States Department o f  Energy 
Ohio Fie1 d ' O f f i c e  
Fernald Closure P r o j e c t  
175 T r i  -County Parkway 
Spr ingdale.  Ohio 45246 

Subject :  Extension o f  Amended Consent Agreement Mi lestone f o r  I n i t i a t i o n  o f  
S i l o  3 Remediation F a c i l i t y  Operations 

D e a r  Mr. Tay lo r :  

The United States Environmental Pro tec t ion  Agency (EPA) has completed i t s  
review o f  the  Uni ted States Department o f  Energy's (DOE) above-mentioned 
l e t t e r ,  dated September 17. 2004 and received by EPA on September 23, 2004. 
The l e t t e r  requests an extension o f  t h e  regu la to ry  mi lestone f o r  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  
S i l o s  3 Remediation F a c i l i t y  operat ions from t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  es tab l i shed date 
o f  October 1. 2004 t o  a new mi lestone date o f  March 31, 2005. The l e t t e r  a l s o  
s ta tes  t h a t  DOE w i l l  submit f o r  EPA review and approval an Explanat ion o f  
S i g n i f i c a n t  Di f ferences (ESD) document t h a t  prov ides t h e  o p t i o n  f o r  o f f s i t e  
storage o f  S i l o  m a t e r i a l s .  if necessary. p r i o r  t o  f i n a l  d i s p o s a l .  DOE s t a t e s  
they w i l l  submit t h i s  draf t  ESD t o  EPA by October 31. 2004. 

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  d isposal  o f  S i l o  mater ia ls  a t  t h e  Nevada Test S i t e  (NTS) has 
been a component of t h e  S i l o s  Pro jec t  remedy s ince  1994 as s t a t e d  i n  t h e  1994 
Record o f  Decision for  Remedial Actions for Operable Un i t  4 CROD). O f f - s i t e  
disposal  o f  the  S i l o  mater ia ls  i s  a lso a key component o f  t h e  "balanced 
approach" t h a t  inc luded Ohio stakeholder acceptance o f  a 2 - m i l l i o n  cubic  y a r d  
o n s i t e  disposal  f a c i l i t y  a t  Fernald.  DOE expended grea t  e f f o r t  t o  work w i t h  
t h e  Sta te  o f  Nevada and i t s  stakeholders t o  ensure t h e  d isposal  o f  S i l o  
m a t e r i a l s  a t  NTS. Considering these past e f f o r t s .  t h e  Sta te  o f  Nevada's A p r i l  
2004 t h r e a t  o f  lega l  a c t i o n  against  DOE,  issued j u s t  months be fore  S i l o  3 
Remediation F a c i l i t y  operat ions could have been i n i t i a t e d ,  was unexpected. 

EPA be l ieves t h a t  t h e  Operable U n i t  4 ROD i s  f u l l y  implementable bu t  
recognizes DOE'S p o t e n t i a l  need fo r  temporary o f f s i t e  storage and i n i t i a t i o n  
o f  an ESD prov id ing  t h a t  op t ion .  
as a means for f a c i l i t a t i n g  progress o f  the o ther  S i l o s  P r o j e c t  c losure  
a c t i v i t i e s  as DOE secures a permanent disposal  s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e  S i l o  
m a t e r i a l s .  
issues w i t h  the Sta te  of Nevada so t h a t  the S i l o  Pro jec ts  can f i n a l l y  be 
completed. 

Temporary o f f s i t e  storage should be regarded 

DOE should a l s o  work d i l i g e n t l y  and e x p e d i t i o u s l y  t o  reso lve  i t s  

EPA approves t h e  extens ion request f o r  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  S i l o  3 Remediation 
F a c i l i t y  operat ions t o  March 31. 2005. This date i s  an enforceable mi les tone 
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under the 1991 Amended Consent Agreement. Please contact  me a t  (312) 886-~4591 
i f  you have any questions regarding t h i s  mat ter .  

Sincerely 

Ge r f  e Jablonowski 
Pro ject  Manager 
Federal Faci 1 i t i  es Sect i  on 
Superfund D i  v i  s i  on 

cc : Tom Schneider , OEPA-SWDO 
Johnny Reising, U .S .  DOE-Fernald 
Jami e Jameson, F1 uor Fernal d 
Terry Hagen. F luor  Fernald 
Tim Pof f .  Fluor Fernald 
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