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Mr. William J. Taylor _ SR-6J
United States Department of Energy REPLYTOTHE ATTENTIONOF:
Ohio Field Office
Fernald Closure Project
175 Tri-County Parkway
Springdale, Ohio 45246
Subject: Extension of Amended Consent Agreement Milestone for Initiation of

Silo 3 Remediation Facility Operations

Dear Mr. Taylor:

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has completed its
review of the United States Department of Energy's (DOE) above-mentioned
letter, dated September 17. 2004 and received by EPA on September 23, 2004.
The letter requests an extension of the regulatory milestone for initiation of
Silos 3 Remediation Facility operations from the previously established date
of October 1, 2004 to a new milestone date of March 31, 2005. The letter also
states that DOE will submit for EPA review and approval an Explanation of
Significant Differences (ESD) document that provides the option for offsite
storage of Silo materials, if necessary. prior to final disposal. DOE states
they will submit this draft ESD to EPA by October 31. 2004.

Historically. disposal of Silo materials at the Nevada Test Site (NTS) has
been a component of the Silos Project remedy since 1994 as stated in the 1994
Record of Decision for Remedial Actions for Operable Unit 4 (ROD). Off-site
disposal of the Silo materials is also a key component of the “balanced
approach” that included Ohio stakeholder acceptance of a 2-million cubic yard
onsite disposal facility at Fernald. DOE expended great effort to work with
the State of Nevada and its stakeholders to ensure the disposal of Silo
materials at NTS. Considering these past efforts., the State of Nevada's April
2004 threat of legal action against DOE. issued just months before Silo 3
Remediation Facility operations could have been initiated, was unexpected.

EPA believes that the Operable Unit 4 ROD is fully implementable but ‘
recognizes DOE's potential need for temporary offsite storage and initiation
of an ESD providing that option. Temporary offsite storage should be regarded
as a means for facilitating progress of the other Silos Project closure
activities as DOE secures a permanent disposal solution for the Silo
materials. DOE should also work diligently and expeditiously to resolve its
issues with the State of Nevada so that the Silo Projects can finally be
completed.

EPA approves the extension request for initiation of Silo 3 Remediation
Facility operations to March 31, 2005. This date is an enforceable milestone

Recycled/Recyclable . Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Recycled Paper (50% Postconsumer)




*\55"-;84

under the 1991 Amended Consent Agreement. Please contact mé at (312) 886-4591
if you have any questions regarding this matter.

Sincere]y.

Gerfe Jablonowski

Project Manager

Federal Facilities Section
Superfund Division

cc:  Tom Schneider, OEPA-SWDO .
Johnny Reising, U.S. DOE-Fernald
Jamie Jameson, Fluor Fernald
Terry Hagen, Fluor Fernaid
Tim Poff, Fluor Fernald




