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FRIDAY 

QUESTIONS: 
Please call John at 5 or Doug at with questions or concerns. 

You may also fax or e-mail us at: 

MAILING 
INCLUDED IN THIS MAILING ARE: 

1 5 Draft Agenda for the September 20,1997, Meeting of the Fernald Citizens 
Advisory Board 

0 Newsclippings 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 1 

5 

5 

0 

0 

WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING: The Waste 
Management Committee will meet on Tuesday, September 16,1997, at 
7:OO p.m. at the Jamtek Building, 10845 Hamilton Cleves Highway. The 
purpose of the meeting will be to discuss the upcoming RFps for the 
Silos. 

STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING: There will be a meeting of the 
Steering Committee on September 17,1997, at 5:30 p.m. at the Jamtek 
Building , 10845 Hamilton Cleves Highway to discuss roundtable topics 
for the September 20,1997, meeting ofThe Fernald Citizens Advisory 
Board. 

EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE MEETING: The Efficiency Committee 
will meet on Wednesday, September 17,1997, at 700 p.m. at the Jamtek 
Building at 10845 Hamilton Cleves Highway. Please note that the time 
has changedfiom 6:OO p.m. to 7:OO p.m. 

FERNALD CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD MEETING: The Citizens 
Advisory Board’s next meeting will be Saturday, September 20,1997, at 
9:30 a.m. in the Alpha Building. Please note that the time has changed 
from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 

John FAX: 281-3331. I E-MAIL: john.appZegate@law. uc.edu 
Doug FAX: 648-3629 E-MAIL: I 
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BEMONTHLY MEETING 

DRAFT AGENDA 
’ September 20; 1997 

Jamtek Building, 10845 Hamilton-Cleves Highway, Harrison, OH 

Please note that the meeting will begin later than usual. 

Breakfast (optional) 

Chair’s Remarks and New Business 

Committee Reports 

Opportunity for Public Comment 

Roundtable Discussion on Citizen Advisory Board Membership and 

Organization. Please note: The public is invited to attend but this will be a 

working session of the CAB. 

Adjourn 
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Advisers want 
to expand 
health study 
BY TIM BONFIELD 
'IhGrrimutiEaqrrim 

Several members d a F e d d  
M t h  advisory committee are 
questking whether the public 
wants or ne& another mulb- 
millropdoltu study f o c u ~  on 
luog cancer risk3 linked Lo the 

% former Illanilin pr& planl. 
' Instead, they want more infor- 
cniition about whether Fernald 
caused olher health problems 

risks at Fernald 3 
such as ancers of the kidney. 
breast and cobn. miscarriages, 
birth defects or learning diaahdi- 
ties. 

"I ann01 see the benefit (d 
amtber lung cancer study)," said 
Edwa Yocum. a Hlanison rea- 
dent and member d the F e d  
Health Effects subcomrm 'ttee. "1 
fael chat we need mmething that 
w w l d  be d more value lo the 
Community." 

tee met Wednesday and Thurs- 
day at ibe Plantation banquet hall 
in Harrison. The group  was 
formed by the Centers for Dis- 
ease Canrrd and Prevenh and 
dher government agencies to 

The 1 7 - m b e r  subcommit- 

give advice about what sats d 
Fernald-related health studies 
should be conducled. 

At stake are s e v d  milliaa 

s w m  to continuing health - 
tions about P e d .  After more 
than a year al mee- serious 
debate about the studies is just 
beginning. 

F r m  1951-88, the F d  
pslnt processed uranium ore ink 
uranium metal. which was then 
shipped to otber pIanta for use in 
making nuclear weapoaa. Ea- 
perts estimate thal Fernald 
neighbors during those yeare  
were  e@ to about 340 tinu 
d uranium dust and ,170,000 

ddbn bl pU& Studies and a- 

ourieii d rattro gas emitted from 
the plant. 

A "dose reconstruction 
S t d f  relead last year in draft 
form reported that the pollurn 
caused an increased cancer risk 
for people who Lived near the 
*L lar lILaLly Yeus. The big 
dprit  was tbe radon gas. and 
experts say the biggest risk fm 
rad00 gas ie lung cancer. 

What scieatists do not know i s  
bow many FernaM neighbors d e  
veQQed lung cancer. Getting an 
an~wer requires an epidemiolog- 
ic study, wplicb tries M identify 

(Pleue see FERNALD, 
Page CS) 

f *' 

'D c 
tIJ r - 
n 
D n 
D 
XJ cn 

n - 

W 
0 c 
GI 
cn 
D 
;D z 
0 



88/25/97 89:15 PUBLIC GFFFIIRS + DOUG SRRNO NO.538 PE~i4/085 , 

Fernald: 
Advised to 
widenscope . 

C O ~ T I N U E D  PROM PAGE ca 
all  the people who lived near the 
plant, count how many contracted 
lungxancer, then see if those who 
did also were exposed to high 
doses of radon gas from Fernald. 

Such un effort would take sever- 
al years and would cwt  s e v d  
million dollars. said Dr. Owen De 
vine, a member of the CDC'o radia- 
tion studies branch. In fact, it d 
take until February just to deter- 
mine whether the study is feasible. 

The question the health com- 
mittee debated this week wa8: 

j Why bother? 
One of the biggest benefits from 

an epidemiological study would be 
'data about the health effects of 
low-level, long-term radiation ex- 
posure. Few studies have been 
done, Dr. Devine said. 

But Dr. Larib Frazier.O'Ban- 
non, a family physician who prac- 
tices near Northgate Mall, said 
peopie with current health prob- 
lems cannot afford to wait for 
another multi-year study, especial- 
ly one that focuses exclusively on 
lung cancer. What Tristarc doctors 
really need IS quick. sprcific infor- 
mation about what to Iwk for when 
treating patients who l i d  near 
Fernald. 

Changing the focus of the heelth 
studies can be done, Dr. Devine 
said. But if the committee wants 
risk estimates for illnesses other 
than lung cancer, the CDC would 
need to put off work on the lung 
cancer study. "We have limited 
resources," Dr. Devine said. 

Committee member Robert 
Hanavan! a Fernald neighbor, said 
a few nullion dollan for an epide- 
miological study "would be pca- 
nuts" compared to the billions 
spent building nudear areapans and 
cleaning the palluted production 
sites. 

"It was fine to spend all that 
money before, but now when we're 
talking about the peopie. who were 
affected, you're piyhing pennies. 
That's ridiculous," Mr. Hanavan 
said. 

Adding another wrinkle to the 
debate, several former Fernald 
workers complained that  the 
health studies discussed so fat 

. have focused on neighbors, while 
excluding workers. 

"What about the people inside 
the fence line?'' said committee 
member Lauis Doll, a F d d  
union representative. 

At least one study has linked 
lung cancer to workplace e x p  
sures a t  weapons plants, CDC offi- 
cials said Thursday.  To learn 
more, the National Institute for 
Oicupational Safety and Health 
plans a bigger study of lung cancer 
involving several weapons sites. 

*However, it has not been decid- 
ed whether the study will include 
Fernald workers. 
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August14, 1997 
Dearborn Corn9 R e g b r  
2-A, News B d f i  
“Fernald meetlng slated ’’ 
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' Augm 22,- J 99 7 
Chcinnad  PO^ 
16A 
"Femald gmup bmadens/ocur" 
Reporter: Associakd Pres' 

Fernald group 
broadens focus 
& S d I H  h 8 8  

A co-ttee looklng Into health effects of 
radlatlon &om Fernalb's uranium pmessing 
owratlone haa decfded L4 focus on general , 
hbalrh prob1ema 
me conUllltt6e hed been dkCUS6ing the 

potwtbillty of 8 full epidemlologlcal study In- 
to lung cancer among Fensld's resident& 
But after fielding queatlonr !torn the public, 
the CommitLee sad Thursday It decided to 
put the study on hold. 

The committee of feder8l investigators 
and resldenta met Wedneeday and Thursdey 
in Harrlson to dfscusa the project. 

James Smith, a health physfcist and chief 
of redktlon studles Cor the Centers for Dig. 
ease Control, said the meetings were a SUC- 
cess. 

"We really feel that this meetlng shows 
publlc participation at Its finest," he said. 

Fernald-area residents ralsed questions 
about other health rlstrs and docidad with 
the committee to pawe. 

"We're golng to assess che risk for all can- 
cers," and not Just lung canc8r. Smfth md. 

Edwe Yocum, a member of Fernald Resb 
dents Cor Envlronmenral Safety and Health 
(FRESH). said 8n epidemiological study 
wouid generate data for scientists. A ridk as- 
sessment Would be more useful to residenu, 
she said 

Focusing on all health effects ''alloow up 
to look for help, or rolleve health concern of 
community members, In a shorCer time," 
Mn. Yocum sad. 

Smith sald 8x1 epIdemlologicd study 
would be cornpllcnted. A commitfee tact 
sheet Stated chat It muld require the extan 
rive gatherlng of historical records, Intar- 
views, medlcal recorda and populations re- 
cords. 

meets In the F e m l d  area four tfmea a year. 
The next meeting will take place In Novern. 
ber. L 

Various agencies Bre investigating the 
public health impact o l  radon from Fernald 
operetione from 1951 through lS88. 

The committee, formed in spring 1988. 
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Aupustll ,  1997 
me C l n c h d  Pasl 
JIA 
nFsnrold neigkbom want confesslocrN 
By Associated Prcrs . 
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4.  . .-.AugUrt27, 1997 
Journol News 

r’Ne&hbors of Fenaid ‘perwdr” 
Reporter: Sohn Nolan, Associated Pnzs 

:. ~rontpage 

.Neighbors 
of Fernald 
‘peeved’ 
Group upset at not being consulted on fine 
@ John Nolan The Fernald plant p r o c e e d  

uranium for the overnment’r ’IhrhaOdmdRma 

HIRRIBON.oM0 nuclear weapone om 1961 to 
1989. 

Neighbore of a Lnner d- T h e w  whidl 
um-promaing eite complained m tbe pi@ 
Tuesday that federal reg\rlabni deadlinee it negatiated with tbe 
did not coneult with them b e f i i  EPA to rempoe, heat and chpme 
deciding haw to puniah the US. of hundrede of husanda aftons 

of radioactive 
f i ery  merit arf  W 8 h .  
behind echedf &EPAhaepropQedtlnhg The ageacy‘e - current prob- 

d ? ~ ? m n g i t  ]ern reeuited 
ule an cleaning 

.up the ate. 
“MY organi- M w m m & s j  -use the 

zation is etill mibtw&rrtocakn failure of its 
upeet.” said ofth. Femddoicll. . , b e t  plant to 
h a  Crawfbd. 

‘h 

reeident of 
h3.E 3H - Fernald W d - b  for 
Environmental Safety and 
Health. 

Crawford spoke Tueeday +t 
at a public mee . with && 
From the U.S-%viranmental 
PmtectiunAgcncy. 

r ledaone we= made ... and 
we were all mn+ aft01 she said. 
We‘re a etill a litte 4. peeved 
about that. 

The EPA haa pmpoaed &ring 
the Ener y Department 
$100.000 m t  making it 
five research 4% 
e o n  h r  S Z  reatmatian 

The DOE hae fallen behind 
tiatad &edulea to m o v e  ”iI” Bn tn3atradiUmwaetes&n€d 

io m t a  siloe an the 1,0M).acre 
eib in muthwat Butler County 
and northwest Hamilton County. 

of the site. 
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August29, 1997 
lournal News ‘ 
A I  
W.I. campany td dewwfbh buildings" 
Reporter: The Associated h m  

983 1 

N.3. compan to 

th&Kd-?Rrr 
h n  5 

* A gavernm?nt contractor 
cleaning radioactive waete at 
the former Fmald uranium 
proceaaing plant baa awarded 
a $6 million contract to a New 
derse company fur a building 
demoztion ob. 

Eaer Servicea, of  Thoro- 
fare, W.J., io to dismantle 11 

dale at the Fernald a r b  sard 
921wdw. 

dernolimh bui T dings 

- National b ervice Cleaning 1 

buildinge within two yeate! offi- 

-- 
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More Fernald buildings to fall 
m d y  as the Feed Materials Pro- 
duction Center, processed uranium N.J. firm will demolish Plant 9 

6 Y  TIM EONFIELD 
f i e  C i t i  Enquirer 
: CROSBY TOWNSHIP - Fluor 

-el Fernald, the company over. 
seeing the cleanup at  lhe former 
Fernald uranium processing plant, 
has awarded a $5 million contract 
to a New Jersey company to de- 
molish another set of buildings at  
ttle plant. 
; National Service Cleaning Encr- 

ry Services, of Thorofare, NJ., is 
rxpected to rake about two years 
o raze Fernald'e Plant 9, a com- 
ilex that wag used to process and 
wre uranium and thorium. 

The project involves tearing 
down Seven structures. including 
the Plant 9 building, four ware- 
houses and two decontamination 
buildings. Work is to begin in Octs 
ber . 

The Plant 9job is the fifth major 
demolition project at Femald. Can- 
tractors have imploded Plants 1 . 4  
and 7. and have begun tearing 
down 6 former bailer plant. 

Standard demolition techniques 
will be used for Plant 9. insttad of 
implosian, because the buildings 
aren't tall, said Fluor Daniel Fer- 
nald spokeswoman Julie Doering. 
The Fernald plant, known for- 

ore and thorium as part of the 
nation's nuclear-weapons program 
horn 1951 until 1989, when it was 
dosed for cleanup. 

Since winning a $2 billion can- 
tract in 1992 to mn the cleanup, 
Fluor Daniel's effms have indud- 
ed demolishing several buildings, 
staning treatment of contaminated 
groundwater, and shipping thou- 
sands of barrels of low-level radio- 
active waste off site. 

However. problems and delay8 
have plagued the job, and have cost 
the contractor more than $26 mil- 
lion in penalty fees and lost per- 
formance bonuses. 




