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0 Newsclippings 

CAB MEETINGS: 

0 

Monthly Progress Report Summary- February 1998 

EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE CONFERENCE CALL: The Efficiency Committee 
will hold a conference call on Thursday, April 9,1998, at 700 p.m. to discuss 
the FY2000 Priorities List. If you need call-in information please contact 
the office. 

OFF-SITE COMMITTEE MEETING: The Off-Site Committee will meet on 
Monday, April 13,1998, at 6:30 p.m. in the Jamtek Building, 10845 
Hamilton-Cleves Highway. 

0 

0 ON-SITE COMMITTEE MEETING: The next meeting of the On-Site 
Committee will be held on Wednesday, April 15,1998, at 630 p.m. in the 
Jamtek Building. 

0 EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE MEETING: The Efficiency Committee will 
meet on Wednesday, April 15,1998, at 730 p.m. in the Jamtek Building. 

OTHER MEETINGS: 

0 SILOS PROJECT PUBLIC WORKSHOP On Wednesday, April 1,1998, a workshop 
will be held to discuss (1) the technical requirements document and (2) the evaluation 
criteria and (3) the statement of work for the accelerated waste retrieval project 
request for proposal. The works@op will be held from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Alpha 
Building, Classroom D. 

COMMUNITY REUSE ORGANIZATION MEETING: The next CRO meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, April 7,1998, at 6:30 p.m. at the Ross High School Media Center, 
3425 Hamilton-Cleves Highway. 

! 
0 

0 APRIL MONTHLY PROGRESS BRIEFING: The April Monthly Progress Briefing 
will be held on Tuesday April 14,1998, at 630 p.m. in the Alpha Building, 10967 
Hamilton-Cleves Highway. 

QUESTIONS: 
Please call John at or Doug at with questions or concerns. 
You may also fax or e-mail us at: 

John Fax: 281-3331 E-Mail: john.applegateOZaw.uc.edu 
Doug Fax: 648-3629 E-Mail 

I 
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OPERABLE UNIT 1 ==-WASTE PITS RLMIDIAL ACTION PROJECT 
Major Work Activities - February 1998 

0 

0 

Awarded contract for construction of rail and access road lighting. 
Incorporated DOE comments into Transportation and Disposal Plan. 

OPERABLE UNIT 2 -=- ON-SITE DISPOSAL FACILITY (OSDF) 
Major Work Activities - February 1998 

OSDF - Began construction of OSDF Material Transfer Area and Decontamination Facility. 
- Performed regular inspections of seasonal cover; no maintenance required this month. 

Leachate Conveyance System - Operated system and performed routine maintenance as required. 

OPERABLE UNIT 3 =-• FACILITIES CLOSURE & DEYOLlTlON PROJECT 
Major Work Activities - February 1998 

Safe Shutdown - Isolated underground sewage line and fire suppression system, and performed selected 

- Sealed up Rolling Mill area in Plant 6. 
holdup material removal activities in Plant 8. 

0 Decontamination and Dismantlement (D&D) 
- Completed window removal at Boiler Plant. 
- Completed demolition of Process Water Break Tank. 
- Began demolition of Boiler Plant and Coal Handling Area. 

OPERABLE UNIT 4 -0- SILOS PROJECT 
Major Work Activities - February 1998 

0 

0 

Issued Request for Proposal (W) for Silos 1 and 2 Proof of Principle Testing. 
Received DOE-OH approval for Final Silo 3 Explanation of Significant Differences (ESD) 

Revised Silo 3 Draft RFP to incorporate off-site treatment; initiated internal DOE and Fluor 
and submitted document to USEPA for signature. 

Daniel Femald review. 



OPERABLE UNIT 5 
Major Work Activities - February 1998 

/ - 
0 Soils Characterization and Excavation Project - Completed field activities for Phase II of Paddys Run Embankment Stabilization Project; 

only minor checklist items remain prior to demobilization. 

Aquifer Restoration and Waste Water Project - Completed Construction Acceptance Testing, System Operability Testing and Standard 
Startup Review on Advanced Wastewater Treatment (AWWT) Resin Regeneration 
System. 

- Started property pipeline installation for South Plume Optimization Project. 

WASTE YAWAGEMENT 
Major Work Activities - February 1598 

0 Neutralization/Precipitation/Deactivation/Stabilization Project 
- Neutralized 47 drums during February; total of 724 drums treated in project as of 2/24/98. 

Nuclear Materials Disposition Operations 
Total of 15 truckloads of low enriched uranium materials shipped as of 2/27/98. 

0 Liquid Mixed Waste Project 
- All shipments of waste in this project are on hold; note that per order of the Governor of 

the State of Tennessee, no new shipments are being accepted for treatment at the Toxic 
Substances Control Act Incinerator in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, until the issue of Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory's access to disposal of wastes at the Nevada Test Site is resolved. 

T-Hopper Repackaging System 
- Began operations on 2/17/98; packaged total of 11 drums of uranium oxide as of 2/27/98. 
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THE NEW FLUOR DANIEL FERNALD-ATI)M/C TRADES & LABOR COUNCIl LABOR PACT 

Tlra fbllowns btidnr was conducred bv EwhanflhUonilor Rhlications Residm &ward L. Helminski and WC Mon&or 
Manaping Mitor Michael W Hopps. 

(Gene Bmnhant) The Femald Aromic Trades and Labor 
Council represents about 650 employees. 

(John Bmdbumc) That's out of 2,000 at the site. 

So what is tbc wage package? 

(le, A 4.0 percent across-the-board increase in the first 
and second years of the contract. followed by a 3.5 
percent increase in the third year, and 2.0 percent 
increases in the bunh and Atih years. Plus each employ- 
cc gets a $500 signing bonus on March 19. 

What in pour view is the primary slgni6cance of thii 
new pact? 

(GB) The fact that we jointly agmd to a pact that would 
accommodate remediation from the outset. Both manage- 
ment and labor r d l z c d  we were working under an old 
pmduction conmct thar needed to be changed. Now 
things have totally changed. We've built in mobility and 
flexibility. The agreement rccopnizes that wc deal with 
materials naw that arc located in pits and silos and 
rivers-a lor of excavation. We must go fo the work. 
Before. we didn't have the ability to go to the work. 

When krnald WBS a production site, we performed the 
work under roofs, in buildings. We don'r do that any 
more. We have to go to the pits and silos, when the 
byproduct has been deposited. Wc could do that bcbrc. 
but we didn't have the capability bdore this contract to 
do that in sufficient numbers. We do now, 

Gene, Bob, whet did the Labor Council have to dve  
up to reach this pact? 

(GB) I honestly don't fnl like we gave up anything, 
unlike in previous contracts. What we had 10 do was 
make a mental adjustment to what we needed in order to 
accomplish the mtssion. In doins that, I chink we gavc 
Fluor Dank1 ii contract they can hold up anywhere in 
this country because h ' s  totally dedicated to rcdiarlon. 

John, from Fluor's pmipective, what's the most 
irnportarrt thlng in the cantract? 

(JBJ As Gene said, we have converted from a production 
contract 10 remediation, and ulrimarely we'll get to a 
closure cbnmt. At the end of the five-ytar period. 
we'll be very close to having finiahcd our work at the 
site. 

One of the tousbesr problems to rewive at SAW that 
are wing from production hcilltles to being shut 
d m  and just chmed up is tbat the and& labor 
w o r k h  is geaeraUg sW, getting high w a p ,  and 
tbe real need is  for Jess skilled workers that can 
perform clearmp tasks ut much lesser wagcs. Docs this 
new pact reeognim the lesser need for sBilkd wwkem 
and chercbrc lower wages? 

(JB) On the contrary. The kinds of kills that am needed 
to bring about mnediation, sa& shutdown, sepamtion of 
the residues, and putting them into the right W e  
hrms, as far as I'm concerned, are very high. The 
standard kind of activities that you s e t  in the canwruc- 
tion world will continuo lo be handled by the comtxuc- 
rion trades. But when production was stopped at the 
sites, it was stopped with all the materials that had been 
in the process lines and trains right tben in place. It 
takes special skills to deal with putting those process 
lines into sak shutdown mode. W arc probably 30 
percent through that process, and we need the very 
hiahest skills and a knowledge of the plants themselves. 
We were getting it done through the old conttact, but 
frankly it was a struggle. But we're in position now that 
that work gets the right skills and experience matched up 
to the tasks we've got to do there. 

VBJ WII 6rst let me explain that we an going to 
manage downsizing primarily through attrition. Our 

challenge will be to keep the people bcrc who have the 
necessary skills mix for as long as wc need them to 
complerc iiie joh. 

amirion rate rum ahnut six *orreat per ycor. Tlic 
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(GE) We have a two-year window for a person whose 
job utatus is reduced in llyoffs. Prior to ernplayas 
getting laid off, we will evaluate their capabilities and 
the potential need for those capabilities and try to 
reassign them. Then if they an? laid off, we have a two- 
year window to call them back. 

(Bob Schvub) Wre aware that the jobs are ping to go 
away. We've factond in some training through the 
Career Development Center to give people opportunity 
for life after Fernald. This gets people uained and 
retrained aad Oiws them an oppomnlty when they have 
to leave. put the CDC together Jointly with Fluor 
and labor, and we'n incorporating people in chert who 
wuld like to expand their capabilities in other areas to 
get training in other fields and perform other mrk. 

How broad Es that tralnhg? 

(rs) They can go to any school to leam amther 
trade-get 8 master's dcgree, if they choose-while 
they're still amplayed hen, md the Department of 
Energy through Fluor will ally reirnburss them hr 
Nitioa M. And they get paid up front, not when they 
linish the course. Then's latitude in the program so 
individuals get what they need. WE would also pay for 
a breadwinner to movc his or her femily cross-country 
to take another job. 

(GB) Fluor Daniel also has made available P craft 
ccr&ifiution program. through which all of our journey 

men would have an o p p o d t y  to upgrade their skill8 to 
another 8talus. And when this plant dawnsizes, tbey will 
be given pmCemtial h i n g  at other Fluor Daniel 
locations, and tbere's 32 of them in all. That's a gnat 
opportunity for a journeyman. 

When a new project is identified, as then recently was 
on the excavation of the pits, w put together our 
training people to develop a program to make sure we 
have the manpower and the skills readily available when 
the conmctor comes m i t e .  That way nobody misses a 
step. That's one thing the training center has already 
gottm a good hold of. 

(JE) Defiaitcly. 

(OB) M have a successor clause in the contract. But I 
want to emphasize that we have a good working relation- 
ship with John Bradbwne and his staff, and wc hrve 
made known at the top levels in Washington that wt 
support their efforts end wc intend to give it our best 
shot to accomplish the mission-that is closing rhc site, 
cleaning it up by tbe 2006 deadline. 4 

b 
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Femdd headline 
was sensationalized 

The headline. "Fernald will , 
cause 86 a m  deaths" 
[March 191 is sensetionalized 
and teetering on the ed of 
being untrue; it should fwe a 1 
front-page correction. The 
study in question is a d d t  
study that has nor been &en- 
tifcally reviewed and. in the 
small print, you wen ssy 
everything is estimated. The 
quote insert, 'This proves 
what we've been trying to 
Strow," is not attributed to any- 
one on the tont page. As stat- 
ed, it sounds like an expert's 
opinion, which it im't 

me study does not prove 
anything yet, as the inkr- 
viewed dtfnns noted, 7hey 
understand the issue be- 
thanyourherdIimariters. 1 
The headline wrbrsatha 
made mi.wrea or you &item 
tionally wanted to 8ensatiwoE 
&e the issue. A front-pagc cor- 
nction ir in order stating the 
etudy only ehowed Fernald 
"may" cau5c 85 deaths. There 
is a big difference between 
these two words. 

I 

MICHAEL BUREA 
Green Township 
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Fortune gives Fluor Corp. top ranking 
Jown3lyI1*r r#ll m o r (  
~ I O W N B W  

Fortune ma azine has 
identified the P luor Corp., 
the parsnt corn of Fluor 
Daniel Fend B"K , t e princi- 

al cleanup contractor of the 
Fmnald unmium processing 
plant, "as the world'r moet 
admired public company" in 
the constructron and engi- 
&gindurtry. 

The rating, which came 
aut in  the magazine's 
March 2 isrue, marks the 
fifth conaecutivs year the 

compan has received the 

Peter Fluor, Fluor Cow. 
chairman, raid, "We are 
very proud t o  have been 
selected aljain as Americn's 
moet admired engineering 
and conrtructioa company. 
Our employees work very 
hard to deliver valus to 
Fluor'r two most important 
constituencies - our clients 
and our atakeholdere - and 
this deaignstion recognizee 
th0i.T offarb." 

John Bradburae, Fluor 
Daniel Fernald preaident, 

rocogni d on, 
said "I am very proud of all 
Fluor Daniel employeeo for 
addin to tho succe~s of Fluor 
C,% uor Corp. in success- 
ful when thourranda of pro- 
jecta locatsd thmu hout the 

k FluorDanielFdd." 
!he criteria uaed by 

Fortune to rate the compa- 
ny included: innovative- 
new, quality o f  manage- 
mrnt, invertmsrrt value, 

roducts end servicer,  Lila cial eauIcLdpBas, talent, 
@or orate responeibility, 

wtddm,- 8fJ -id& 

4318\111 Of M l I d S .  
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Marcir 20, I998 
The Clncinnatt Post 
Local, Page 1BA 
r'Fernaid's grim forecast: 8S cmcer death" 

Fernald's grim .T:n 

forecast: 85 s - 
!!: : 
.I*& 

cancw death4 
By M J M  0. Ckrlr 
p o r t n m w  

kr eatlmatsd 81 pemple who 
Uved netu b e  former Fernald 
urrrnlummt will dbbrom huyr 
cumex cma8d by -sure to m 
~ V e ~ ~ L n t o  
thedrdurlngalluQaffourde 
~IUBB orthe kdlity'r 
Opntbn. II'. 

Thet W M  the lmldng proiimi- 

(ULW Control (CDC) and Prawm- 
#an raport presented dwlng 8 
pub& forum h EIarrlson 
wedaeeday evening. 

Omciala born the CDC told 
more then 30 resident8 and 
members of the Fernald Health 
Effects Subcommittee that d w  
tng Fernald's operation from 
1861 through 1988 enougb air- 
borne radiation wfis releafed in- 
ta a 10-kilometer radius around 
the Crosby Township plant lo 
have caused an estlmrted fatal 
lung cancer lnfectlon rate of 1 to 
12 percent higher than among 
thore outside the radius. 
The danger is greater for 

those who llved closer to the 
plant, tnose reddenre who 
smoked and reeldents who lived 
within the 10.kllometer IVIB of 
Crosby Township prior to 1879, 
whlch was the year that radiom 
tive silos at the site were ad. 

The risks also were higher for 
thOOe who lived on the eaatern 
hell of tbe redim, which la usw 
d l y  downwind from the mi- 
urn plant. 

But Dr. Owen lhvtne of the 
cM= m e d  area residents that 
"the numbers I urn Dresantino tn 
you tanaght arc estimates . . . 
and they are uncertsm." 

tlndingof 8 C 9 t l m  !Or- 

Or. Owen Devine explalned rhe luag 
cancer-threat strflstlcs rrop 
Fernrld radon exposure. 

Devine described the complex 
method used to calculate the os- 

, ttmate of 85 lung cancer deaths 
predicted for the area's papulat 
tion of epprorimstely 40,000 to 
~3,000 who uved new me plant 
between 1951 and 1988, when the 
plant WBS shut down. 

'There can be a very long 
time betwean exponue and the 
expression of the cancer risk.'' 
he said 

ing we can do about those expa- 
suros ta residents that happened 
between 1 I l  and 1988." 
The death estlmats includes 

the number of thoae who already 
may have d id  of lung cancer - 
but or0 unknown to mearchers 
due to inadequate med!cal re- 
cords or a resident's move from 
the are6 - and the prdllction of 
the number of deotha that m a y  
lation ages. 

'TUlll0rtrraately t h m  is noth- 

nmlr In the hrNrr u tho PODU- 

! 

No.304 p882/885 
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T b  tom a r t l m r k d d  
  for tho numb so of lung ' 

OULEC~ ~r hpm ao to 300; 
deaths for residenu bet- 
1951 a d  1B86. * 

But Devlne soid V Fernald 
had never eximd them WDUld 
still have been an eettcnaw 1 
2.601 lung cancer d w * -  -, 0- 
mum year, b u J d  on Onlo *rate. 
wid6 ostlmat~. I 

an estimate of lung cancer , 
deaths for the population and . 
the most stamcauy m k  
thL polar? Eold nwlae. 

Tha total of 86 wu tho ma! 

Th8 study, and for&% of 4 

committee, wm promptad by a. 
long history ol citizen corn- 
pl*inb that radon and other r d  
dioactiwmataialffomth8 4 

pinat bas u u s d  M clbnonndlr 
high rate at cater and other ffl- 
nesses srnong reddents , 

Robert Htuuwan Uvar two 
miles &om the plant. 

H a a a v a  47, told CDC of& 
clals that comparinB residents' 
exposure to radon to that of mh. 
em exposed to the hazardous par 
b problematac. . 

Residents, he said, bad ne& 
24-hour exposure to mdon while 
mins workeis contact WM onlv 
durlag job shifts. 

t h e P a a 8 l 4 E ~ ~  suh) 

"~exposurewsrchrontc * 
apornrre,"Hlurovenratd. : 

"St's Ilk6 compuing apples 
mdorenges."saidHeaaoM, . 
whose mother - 
Croeby Township mi ent 
dled of OV* cancer. 

Rab Portmur's omCe laid ha 
WY "very disturbed by the 
CDc's report." 

A spokesman from U.S. Rep. 

; 
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Tornadoes 
may kill more, 
scientist says 
BY TIM BONPIELD 
The ChEinnOti pnpuirrr 

Even though poilutiou from 
the Ferclllld c may have 
been fatal to e CM d people, 
some expert4 say the public 
health threat may not be big 
enough to juatify spending 
milliana on a full-blown epidemi. 
olopy study. 

A study r e l a a d  Wedneuiay 
by the federal Centers for Die 

ease Contmi and Prevention es- 
tinuted that 85 people have 
died or will die from lung cancer 
caused by radon gas,emitted by 
wastea stored at the former 
uranium foundry. That's about a 
3 percent increase over the 
2,600 lung EMCIV dathr that 
would k expected in the area. 

The death estimate spans a 
period from 1951 - wheo con= 
stauction atarted at Fanald - 
the year production stopped 
d d  be 106 yeara old. 

Critica of the Departmat of 
, which for yunr danied E%dd posed 8 hcrith kor- 

ard to neighbors, saw vindica- 
tion in the death estimates. Yet 

to 2088 - w h m  infanta bora 

group of health experts, resi- 
dents and others, has been 
meeting since 1996 to make 
recommendations to the CJX 
about what kinds of health intor- 
mation the community wants 
about Fernald. 

The committee must decide 
whether to recommend con- 
ducting a full-blown epidemiola- 
pp study. 

. 

the relatively low number of 
deaths alsa may provide m e  
public reassurance. 

"We're tallring about less 
thanoneewtraeaaeofcancera 
year. There are lob of bigger 
public health threrts out 
there," said Ralph Buncher, an 
epidanio!ogbt with the Univer- 
#Cy of,cJncinnati's Dep8-t 
of E n m o m  Health. 

"Tornadoes probably will kill 
more people in the next 10 

years. And [-75 win do its 
share," Dr. Bubcbsr said, 

The big puestion now is 
what-& do. .with this informa- 
tion. %odd more money be 
spent for another lung cancer 
study, one that m n t s  nal peo- 
ple rather than Usiag mathe 
matical model8l Should the 
CDC s p a r  a public education 
carnpripn about Peraald's 
health risks? 

Should new gtudias focus on 
other health conmnls, wcb as 
cetimtting the risks posad by 
mk p41Madlollctlv6 chemical8 
used at F d d ?  Or all of the 
above? 

The Fernrld Health Effects 
Subcommittee, a 15-member 

' 

- 
where the cancw victims lived 

would use data about F c W r  
ution releases to estimate 

ow much of a radiation dose 

Then mearchers could de- 
o f E n ' ~ ' " w ' t h  tennine whettier there really 

' We're talking about less than one extra 

- Or. Ralph Buncher, UC 0.plrtmenI 

for how long. fieri they 

pnon 

case of cancer a year. There are lots of 
bigger public health threats out there.' 

Unlike the mcdel-bad esti- 
mate released Wednesday, an 
epidemiolorly study would in- 
volve a r i g m e  counting of 
actual cancer deaths imana 
Fernald ncilphbon, which could 
be compared to natianal or Id 

After cauntl real cancer 
d e a h  among ? d d  neigh- 
bors, scientists would plat 

noms. 

wa8 a strong correlation 6 
term, low-level radiation expo- 
w e .  Such a study d d  have 
worldwide rnediaI value be- 
c a m  moat infarmation about 
radiation risks h bawd on stud- 
ies of small groups of people 
who faced hi@ exposures, such 
a0 atomic bomb and nuclear 

(Plenre oee FERNALD, 
Page BS) 

twcCn deaCh8 and ha- 



- -  

I ' '  " 

pernald: No intense 
*#ancer studv ,. justice." 
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Front Paga 
"Fernaid may  boo,^^ cancer risk" 

Fernald 
may boost 
cancer risk 
6v Nlcholu G. Jonron 
Joumrl.(ymr 
~ 1 o o N T o w I w ) H I P  

People who lived around the 
former Fernald uranium pro- 
ceseing plant during the !ant'r 
production years face a &gher 
than average risk of developin 
lun cancer, according to a f e z  
erafstudy released Wedneeday. 

Usin computer modoh,  
reeearc E ere with the Centers 
for Diseaee Control eetimated 
t h a t  20 t o  309 lung-cancer 
deathe will occur among the 
40,000 to 63,000 people who 
lived around the lant at  any 
time from 1951 to f988. 

That number includes lung- 
cancer deathe that may have 
already occurred among the 
population ae well as deaths 
tha t  may occur throu h the 

ugee . 
For smokers who lived near 

the site, the chance o f  develop- 
i n  lun cancer jumped an 
adgtiona 3 percent. 
The study aleo concluded that 

the potential number of lung- 
cancer deathe wae likely to be 
higher for people who lived 
clorer to the  site or those who 

year 2088 as the popu P ation 

Fernald- 
(Continued from Prgo A1 1 
"We need to ra-emphasize 

that these are eetimates," said 
Dr. Owen DeVine, chief of the 
CDC'e riek assessment branch, 
at: a meeting o f  the Fernald .' Health Eff'tn Subcommittee. 

"We don't know the exact 
I dose ( rea ident r  may have - received). We don't know the 
risk aseociatd with that dorr. ' And we are uncertain of the ' number of eople who experi- 
enced that Are. 

'‘Thane (numbera) ore  an 
a plication o f  the best knowl- 
elge available on the risk o f  
lung ~ a n c e r , ~  he said. 

The CDC etudy builds on 
data gathered in an August 
1996 etudy by the Radiological 
Assesemente Corp. of South 
Carolina. That etud concluded 

reeidents living within six 
miles of the plant cume from 
the inhalation of radon gar. 

The gas was produced from 
decaying radium stored in two 
silos in the western half of the 
aite. 

Becauee corrective meaeures 
were taken in 1979 to better 
real the siloe, the risk of lung 
cancer f o r  people born after 
1979 or those who moved to the 
area after 1870 is coneiderably 
lese. DeVine said. 

"There'a nothing we can do 

' 

the greateet heait i threat to 

No.304 p805/885 
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about thoee ex osures from 
1951 to 1988," b e v i n e  said, 
referring to tho years t h a t  
Fernald processed uranium. 
"But bscauee we are a public 
health agency, we believe there 
are things that can be done." 

DaVine recommended that 
people who worked at or lived 
near the plant stop smoking. In 
addition, resident6 should 
check their homes far naturally 
occurring radon. 

Information about reducing 
the level of naturally occurring 
radon i n  the  home can  be 
obtained by callin the Ohio 
Environmental  €&oteEtioa 

at (800) 5234439 or the 
*&%e artment of Health at 
(614) 4d0061. 
A final vereioa of the CDC 

study ie acheduled for releure 
later thia year. DeVine said. 
Dr. James Farrell, chairman 

of the Fernald Health Effects 
Subcommittea, aaid the federal 
study "gives us a picture of the 
impact nn the entire popula- 
tion. 

"But we're still left with the 
individual trying to asseas hie 
pereonal risk after seeing this 
data," he eaid. 

DeVine said CDC reeearchere 
will work with the subcommit- 
tee to asaess other poesiblc 
health outcomes that may be 
related t o  exposure to Fernald 
emiarrions. 

lived downwind. 
(Please roe FERNALD, Page A21 

.. .... , . . .. , .... . ?.. .. , . .. . .. 
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and 1988 will likely lead to between 25 and 309 additional 
deaths from lung cancer among the marc than 40.000 mi- 
dents who lived within six miles of the plant. according to a 
draft study released Wednesday by the Centers for Discrre 
Control and Revention. 

conducting for DOE in an effort Lo determine the h l t h  dslrs 
residentx living near Pamald k c  from past exposur~s to 
radioactive materials released from the site when it was an 
acdve pan of DOE'S nuclear weapons production complex. 
CDC will also examine whether releases from the site conaib 
utcd to additional cases of kjdnty and bone cancers. 

The study is a follawup to CDC's Fmald bosirncvy 
Reconsuuclion Project, n neuly six-yeat effort 19 estimate the 
mount o l d i d v s  materials rsiearcd from the site into rir. 
surface water and groundwater. That analysis, issued in 
August 1996. found rhat the pr imq path for raidcats' 
exposun to radioactive materials came from breathing radon 
decay pmducts from the Site and concluded that nridents 
may face an increased lifetime risk of fatal cancer. 

the rcport, CDC estimated that between 40,OOO and 53,000 

M a d  23,1998 
Imide Enem 
Front P a p  Radiationrel~fmmDOE'sFanaldSirebenmen 19S1 1 3 6 4 
tfcDc ~ h &  H&hgr Cancer Rlsk Near Ferndd" 

The report is  the fint in a planned series of studies CDC is 

I Last wcck's study supports those initial conclusions. In 
I 

individuals lived within 10 kiim8tCrS (6.2 d e s )  of the p h t  for 8 m  time during the 38 years th6 facility 
was in operation. 

According to summary of Ibe rtpafi, CDC raid €hat becawe it cauki nol identify lung cancer deaths 
actually caused by F d d  exposure. the ~orimatcd number of such deathr connsctcd WHb the sire is 
uncertain. But, based on rscon~ructad releases, the repat ecthnrw that lung cancer decufu caused by Ihe 
plant m a y  m g e  b m  U KI 309, wilh a msdian 8sPtimatt of 85 ddltional deaths between 1951 and 2088. The 
latter date w u  mkcled to dlow hose rwidentl potdntiJLy aposcd during the lut year the plant was in 
opcrafim the oppormnity to reach an nge of 100 yam. 

In comparison, the study said lung cancer dentha from aIl causes could be expected to mge from a low 
of5257toahighof3,014forthe~pbpuladonbcrween 1951 md2088. 

Tito mdy fkther enirmtsd that roughly half the number of lung cmcu durhr potentially related to 
exposure to ndiorctive natdah from Fcmdd have oetwrcd of will occur by 2004 with h e  remaining 
number predicted to occur between 2001 and 2088. 

Leah DWW, manager of DOES Ohio Field Offim, in a statement &sued after the sludy was released 
Wednesday night 10 the Femald H d t h  Etrccta S~bcommitte~, a local advitary p u p ,  mado no anention of 
the study's concludons, urd instead raffhned the agency's commitment to complete environmental 
cleanup at the site quickly. 

the congwsm*n wlu "disturbed" by the rcport'a findings. "We are going to bm working wry clomly WWI 
the CDC and bOE as they develop a suamgy to deal wirh this situation and get the word out (o people in 
the affwted mas," rho spokeunan mid. 

In pcuricular, the spokesman said poiunsn wants to ensure the sady's findings get into the hrndr of 
local h d t h  cue provbs .  

' 

A spoluscrran far Ohio Republican Rep. Robert Panman, whose disuiot irrlodu Ferndd Thund.y said 
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Summary of Fernald Silos Project 
Public Involvement Workshop 

April 1, 1998 

On Wednesday, April 1,1998, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) held a public 
workshop t o  discuss issues pertaining to  the path forward of the Silos Project 
(Operable Unit 4) at the Fernald Environmental Management Project. Fernald 
representatives gave a presentation on the Accelerated Waste Retrieval Project. 
Approximately 30 people attended the workshop including representatives from the 
following affiliations: 

--DOE 
--Fluor Daniel Fernald 
--Ohio EPA 
--Battelle, 
--Local residents 

--FRESH 
--Fernald Citizens Advisory Board 
--COdEMA Engineering 
--Parsons 
--Professional Radiological Services 

The workshop opened at 6:30 p.m. with brief remarks from Mike Jacobs, DOE- 
Fernald Public Affairs. He presented the meeting agenda and mentioned the 
handouts. After the March Silos Workshop, stakeholders were mailed documents 
t o  review including Part 6 of the Statement of Work, the Evaluation Criteria, and 
the Technical Requirements Document. 

Nina Akgunduz, DOE-Fernald Silos Project Team Leader, talked about the project 
background and the project's intent -- the safe transfer of the contents of Silos 1 & 
2 to  the new Transfer Tank Area for staging. prior'to treatment and disposal off 
site. This will be accomplished by contracting with an experienced vendor t o  
design, build, test, and operate commercially proven \ *  technologies including: 

0 Waste Retrieval System 
0 Radon Control System 
0 Transfer Tank Area 

I 

0 

0 

Decant Sump Waste Retrieval System 
Transfer Tank Area Waste Retrieval System 

Next, Dave Yockman, DOE-Fernald Silos Project Engineer, continued the 
presentation by explaining each of the 10 sections in Part 6 of the Statement of 

.-i . 
Work. .-. . 

The three major components of the Draft Accelerated Waste Retrieval Technical 
Requirements Matrix are: 

0 Waste Retrieval System 
0 Radon Control System 
0 Transfer Tank Area 



Each component has several critical project elements that are identified in the 
matrix under FDF performance requirements in the RFP and either defined in the 
vendor proposal or detailed design. Dave also talked about how the evaluation 
team will look at and evaluate all vendor proposals. A technical expert review team 
including Todd Martin, Bob Roal, Gail Bingham, David Nearing, and the EPAs are 
also reviewing and commenting on the material. The team's feedback will be 
summarized at the April 14 Cleanup Progress Briefing. 

A time line has been developed for the Accelerated Waste Retrieval (AWR) Project. 
The upcoming milestones are: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Comments on the material mailed to  stakeholders due April 22 
Issue AWR RFP for bid June 1998 
Received proposals through August 1998 
Award the contract in January 1999 

Throughout the meeting there was a lot of discussion and the Silos Project 
representatives answered their questions. A stakeholder requested that the areas 
of discussion be submitted as comments from the public. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. The handouts and the information presented 
at the meeting is available at DOE'S Public Environmental Information Center (PEIC) 
located at 10845 Hamilton Cleves Highway; (51 3) 648-7480. 




