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FRIDAY MAILING

INCLUDED IN THIS FRIDAY MAILING:

Q Newsclippingsv

CAB MEETINGS:

Q EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE CONFERENCE CALL: The Efficiency Committee
will hold a conference call on Thursday, April 9, 1998, at 7:00 p.m. to discuss
the FY2000 Priorities List. If you need call-in information please contact
the office.

Q OFF-SITE COMMITTEE MEETING: The Off-Site Committee will meet on
Monday, April 13,1998, at 6:30 p.m. in the Jamtek Building, 10845
Hamilton-Cleves Highway.

Q ON-SITE COMMITTEE MEETING: The next meeting of the On-Site
Committee will be held on Wednesday, April 15,1998, at 6:30 p.m. in the
]amtek Building.

Q EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE MEETING: The Efficiency Committee will
meet on Wednesday, April 15, 1998, at 7:30 p.m. in the Jamtek Building.

OTHER MEETINGS:

Q COMMUNITY REUSE ORGANIZATION MEETING: The next CRO meeting will
e held on Tuesday, April 7, 1998, at 6:30 p.m. at the Ross H1gh School Media Center,
3425 Hamilton-Cleves Highway.

Q APRIL MONTHLY PROGRESS BRIEFING: The April Monthly Progress Briefing
will be held on Tuesday, April 14, 1998, at 6:30 p.m. in the Alpha Building, 10967
Hamilton-Cleves Highway.

QUESTIONS: ’
Please call John at -or Doug at -With questions or concerns.

You may also fax or e-mail us at:

John Fax: 281-3331 E-Mail: . john.applegate@law.uc.edu
Doug Fax 6483629  EMail  (SSESER
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Calendar

"The First Annual.......”"
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Thrget dace for WIPP opening

mabcﬁmhmom:twmlmbuﬁmfor
Commercial Resctor for Tritium

1} Meeting: Rocky Flais Cicizane’ Advisory Board; Shewide

Issues; 7-9 p.m.; Wemminster, Colo., Clty Hall, Lower-Level
Multi-Purpose Room, 4800 West 92nd Ave.; Contact: Erin
Roger, 303-420-7898.

1114

The First Annual...
Weapons Compiex Monitar
QOhio Fleld Office Business Forum

Transirioning 10 an Aggressive Program...
«o.for Clesrup, Closure,
Ravitalizasion

af DOE-Fernald, Mound Lab

Kings Island Inn & Conference Center
Clncinnati, Ohio

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 847-234-2353
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Sports digest: ¢

Wlid Angels win -
13-11 indoor title .

?“’I‘ho Warren County Wild An-.
gols U-10 girls soccer team re-
cently won the U-11" Division .
Ehampiml:hip at Soccer World.
fhe Angels, playing up an age
%«mp, outacored tho?r oppo-
pents, 56-8, in:the sight-game
The Anguls offengse was-a
team effort, with every player -
scoring at least one goal. Lead-
ing the acori i
Buttrill with eight fol-
lowed .by Lindsey Jones (6),
. Shannon Smith (6), S ie
Lobr .(5), Kayiee Whirls (§),
Megan Bradley (4) and Lauren
Sprague (4).” .
. Aid?;uag the offensive achieve-
menta were the assiats by Beth-
Hiestenberg (4), Renee -
- Jorton (4), Bradley (3) and But-.
(3). The powerful Angel of-
- Jenme tallied almost 300 shota
)2 fnal during the season,
hearly double the attempts of
their opponents. . .
"The Angels defense was led
by keepers Brittni Lally, Brad-
Jey and Smith, who allowed
tonly eight goals in 174 shots on
al. Crucial to the keepar's
' s was the cutatanding de-.
densive efforts of Maddie Pitt-
. ﬁn, Cassidy Swanson, Katie

tchell, SJ:ngue- and Whirls,
swho shut down the opponenta’
yifenss by stealing the ball and
oving the team inta scoring
“The Wild Angels,

s The Wild Angels, who are
ached by Jim Smith, Walt
uttrill and Mike Throckmor-
n, are sponsared by Econ-O-

sWise Rental, Fluor Daniel Fer-

thald and Prefinished Metals.

s "Wild Angels win U-11 indoor title”
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e Wit Gounty Wild Angels, an U-10 giris secoos
xrren Coun s, an U. socoer
:tu:n;wmently clzmcd the U-11 Division champi-
Sonslip at Soccer World. Team members from left,
t row: Coach Jim Smith. Second row: Melisss
sWeber, Katie Mitchell, Beth Riestenberg, Renee
orton, lee Whirls. Third row: Lindsay
~Buttrill, Suplmn?:iohr. Megan Bradley. Fourth row:
*Cassidy Swanson, Brittni Lally, Shannon Smith,
Lindsey Jomes, annmmle. Maddie Pittman.
rBack row: Walt Buttiill ke Throclomorton. -
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News Briefs

"Fernald meeting"

Fernald meeting

The U.S. Department of Bnergy
will hold 2 meeting 8t 6:30 p.m. Wed-
nesday, April 1, in the Alpha Build-
ing, 10967 Hamiiton-Cloves Road,
near Harrison, to report on the prog-
ress of the Silos Project. Operable
Unit 4, at the Fernald Environmental
Management Project.

DOE representatves will discuss
plans to pursue accelerated waste re-
rieval, and final remediation of silos
1 and 2, said DOE spokesman Gary
Stoguer. :

An implementation plan for abave-
grade decontamination and disman-
tiement and the Draft OU3 Sewage
Treatment Plant Complex D&D Im-
plementation Plan arc available for
public review, said Stegmer.

The Draft Waste Pit Remedial Ac-
tion Project Remedial Design Puck-
age plan aiso is available for review,
said Stegner.

For more informasion, call
1-513-648-7480 or 1-513-648.3153.
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"Fernald Death Count: An estimate of victims... Biggest concern is possible new exposures™

FERNALD BEATH COUNT: An estimate of victims

Biggest concern is
possible new exposures

Federal health researchers finally
put a number on the human toll from
living near Fernald's Cold-War nuclear
weapons complex: An estimated 85
extra lung cancer deaths can be ex-
pected within a 6.2-mile radius. Risk-
assessment experts believe about half
of those victims already have died
from radon releases during 38 years of
uranium refining there.

These estimates by the federal Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) left Fernald neighbars and
former workers unsatisfied. Neighbors
want more CDC studies; ex-workers
want to be included.

The CDC will never be able to say
with absolute certainty that any Fer-
nald neighbors died from lung cancer
caused by radon gas from Fernald.
This latest lung-cancer study relied on
a $4 million, six-year “dose-recon-

- struction” study (1996) that used

piant records and scientific guessti-
mates. [t can never be certain how
much radiation escaped, what dosages
reached neighbors or how individual
variables such as smoking affect the
death toll.

CDC and other researchers should
continue to track the medical histories
of Fernald neighbors and workers.
Fernald may teach us more about
long-term effects of radiation expo-
sure. Rep. Steve Chabot, R-Cincinnati,
has called for wider Fernald studies
beyond the 6.2-mile radius where
roughly 50,000 neighbors lived. But
scientists are confident that air-bome
exposures fall off sharply to “negligi-
ble” past that ring. A full-scale epide-
miclogical study of the Fernald neigh-
borhood would cost millions more and
still wan’t prove that any individual's

cancer was caused by Fernald,

It's more urgent to make sure Fer-
nald neighbors and cleanup workers
are not exposed to new radiation.

Scientists with the Institute for En-
ergy and Environmental Research
(EER) warned that cracks and seep-
age could cause structural failure in
Fernald silos storing radon-emitting
uranium wastes. The silos would be at
great risk of collapse in a tornado.
Department of Energy officdals on
March 20 assured the [EER that they
plan to transfer silo wastes to new
temparary storage tanks. The IEER
recommended covering them instead
with a tornado-resistant enclosure
that would require less handling

DOE ought to consult with indepen-
dent experts for advice on the silo
wastes, DOE's past strategies at Fer-
nald have not always been sound, and
congressional auditors this month ac-
cused DOE of mishandling 2 similar
weapons plant cleanup at Hanford,
Wash. Ohio Sen. John Glenn said he
warned DOE six years ago that its
understanding of radioactive waste
seepage toward groundwater was ‘“‘se-
riously inadequate,” and raised ques-
tions about whether DOE should re-
main in charse of the cleanup
program. Fluor Daniel manages clean-
ups costing taxpayers billions at Fer-
nald and Hanford.

Handling of Fernald's riskiest
wastes should be kept to a minimum.
Silo wastes should be secured. But
further studies of past contamination
won't achieve what needs to happen
now: responsible cleanup and removal

of high-risk wastes, without additional
tax dollar wastc.

NO.454 PB2s906
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1 Stadium sites we should have considered
| "The Fernald Reds"

By: Jim Borgman
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Thelernald
Reds
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"Fernald cancer deaths expected”
By: Jason Gulley

Fernald cancer deaths expected

By Jasom Guiley
Contributing Writer
Nearly 85 peopie are expecicd 1o die
from Jung cancer because they lived
neas Fernald during its 38 years of ura-
nium production, according o a Centers
for Disease Congol repon released

The number wansiates into a three
percent increase of the 2,601 lung can-
" cer deaths expected for the population
that lived in a 10-kilometer radius of the
sile,

The report's resulls drew a mixed
response, from Femnald Residents for

-

“We needed to have our suspicions confirmed
but, on the other hand, we don't want these
problems to happen.” - Lisa Crawford

Environmental Safety and Health Presi-
dent Lisa Crawiord.

“FRESH has becn working on Fer-
nald for 13-and-a-half ycars. We came
from knowing nothing 1o knowing therc
isa riskand an incrcase in cancer rates,”
Crawford said. “Weneeded to have our
suspicions confirmecd but on the ather
hand, we don't want these problems o

happen.”

‘The study based its lung cancer death
projections on an estimated 40,000 10
53,000 persan population thought 1o
have lived within 6.2 miles of the facil-
ity between 1951 and 1988. The swudy
includes deaths expected until 2088.

Rescarches concentrated on lung

Continued on Page 16A

Fernald

Cantinued from Page 1A

camcer deaths because it is the primary
silment caused by radon gas exposure.
Past siudies have shown radon emis-
sions from Fernald's K-65 silos, which
lemked radon gas directly int the at-
masphere until capped in 1979, have
posed the greatest Bircat to Femaid area
residents,

Whilc ustimates for the numbes o
people cxpectedtodie from radon expo-
sure ranged from 25 o0 309, the stndy
indicaics smokers are ut u much gremur
risk - ncarly 65 of the cstimatwcd 85

deaths arc smokers.
“%cemrepon also stated more than half

of the projected lung cancer deaths have
already occurved.  Thirty-ninc people
are expected 10 die between 2000 and
2088,

The group of residents living near
closer 10 the plamt have a higher pro-
jected death raic, especially those living
downwind, The population livingsouth-
cast of he plant, near New Baltimorc,
wauld hane 3 12 porcent inenas in e
number of lung cancer deaths. Peopie
living on the north-vest fenzaline nf the
plant can eapect w cndure a theee pur-
¢ent increase, said the study.

“These cstimates were derived uving
the best science we have, but they are

estimates. They are not counts,” De,
Owen Devine, chief of the CDC’s risk-
assessment division told Cincinnati
Engquirer reponers Wednesday, March
18.

Birthdefects. kidney, colonand breast
cancerrate projections werenotincluded
in the report.

Crawford said she hopes The CDC
williniate a study todeterminc thecencer
ratcs of Fernald cmployees.

“The workers nced to he studied ton,
I anything, thcy were exposcd more
than the residems,” suid Crawford. “Bui
[ whink it confuses the issue when you
mix them.”
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" Fernald's ‘green salt’ on the go again

By: Nicholas G. Janson

Fernald’s
‘areen salt’ on
the go again

8y Nicholes G. Jonson
Journs-News

AO8S TOWNSBMIP

The U.S. Depariment of Energy and
its principal Fernald cleanup contractor,
Fluor Daniel Fernald, will resume plans
to package and ship about & million
pounds of uranium-bearing waate stored
on aite, officials said.

Plans to ship the material were halted
in January after the diacovery of flaws
in the design of containers used to shi
other radicactive material from Fernald.

The discovery was made in December

near Kingman,

LOCAL Ariz., when a

truck driver

hauling waste to Nevada noticed a stream

of radioactive fluid leaking from the cargo

bed of his tractor-trailer truck onto
Interstate 40. '

Officials with the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency later determined the
sgill posed no human or environmental
threat. . L

The containers to be used will be simi-
lar to those employed in the successful
packaging and disposal of more than
5,600 deteriorated drums of radioactive
thorium, said Joel Bradburn, Fluor
Danisl project manager for nuclear
materials disposition. Each container
can hold 36 10-gallon drums.

NO.434 PRE2/9@5
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The material to be shipped — uranium
tetrafluoride or “green salt” — is a mix-
ture of two other uranium-bhearing chem-
icals once used to produce uranium
ingots, he said.

, Bradburn estimated that about 5 mil-
lion go\mds of the material, stockpiled
in 13,000 10-gallon containers, are
stored on site. British Nuclear Fuels
Ltd., a British nuclear-waste manage-
ment company, has agreed to purchase
the material.

Fluor Daniel officials declined to dis-
close the gale price because of a contrac-
tual agreement with the British firm.

Of the 6 million pounds of atored
material, 800,000 pounds are enriched
uranium and 4.2 million pounds are
depleted uranium.

nce waste shipments resume, the
material will be packaged on site and
sh;rpsd via tractor-trailer to the port of
Baltimore, Md,, Bradburn said. From
there, it will be shipped across the
Atlantic Ocsan to various British Nuclsar
Fuels Ltd. facilities in England, he said.

If all goes well, Bradburn said he
hopes the first ahirments will begin in
late summer or early fall.

In regard ta the type of liquid waate
that leaked in Arizana, officials have
not announced when shipments des-
tined for the Nevada Test Site will
redime. - ‘
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"State grant 1o help Ferna
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Id’s workers'’
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State grant to help

Fernald’s

Thomson News Service
COLUMBUS

! The Fernald Community
Reuse Orgaaization
raceived a $50,000 grant
from the state ﬁ‘riday that
will be used to encourage
companies to hire workers
who have logt or will lose
their jobs as cleanup oper-
ations conclude at the for-
mer Fernald uranium pro-
eesging plant.

The grou? wes awarded
the grant from the Chio
Department of
Pevelopment’s Defense
Conversion Assistance

ragram, which provides
aid to communities
jimpacted by the loss of
federal jobs related to the
;nilita?'.

. The Fernald Communit

Reuse Organization will
work with area amall-
business development
centers in selecting 12
companijes that will
recelve portions of the

workers

frant money in exchange
or hiring workers who
have been assisting with
the radicactive waste
cleanup at Fernald.

To be sligible for the
grants, the companies
must agree to maintain
business operations in
Ohio for at least five

years, .
“We hope to try to stim-
ulate the growth of firms
in the area that can hire
Beople as they leave
ernald and move into the
grivato sactor,” said Don
cott, deputy director of
technology for the Ohio
Department of
Vevelopment. .

{n a grant application to
the scate, Curt Paddock
congultant for the Fernald
Community Reuse
Organization, said the

ant will be used to aid

usinesses in the area
and help Fernald workers
find new employment.
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“Residents sgy their beautiful old town is the Venice of Ohio"

By: Randy McNutt

Residents say their beautiful old town is the Venice of

OIld architecture
highly prized here

BY RANDY McNUTT
The Cincinnati Enquirex

ROSS — The name om
the Butler County engineer’s
road map is Venice.

» But don’t alarmed if the
J on Venice Boulevard
(ghio 128) welcome you to
Ross.

In fact, feel free to call
the town Venice or Ross —
anything but Pisgah. What-
ever the nume, this
18th-century community
continues to prosper.

“*The town goes mare by
Ross these days because of
the local post office by that
pame," said Ron Harp of the
Butler County Engineer’s of-
fice. “It's a small community

that aever did incorporate.
Butler County has a lot af
them, and even though
things have grown up around
them, we stll keep their old
names on the map — Darrt-
own, Reily, Layhigh, West
Chester, and, of course,
Venice."

Newcomers prefer Ross;
older residents, Venice.

Pavilion’s glory days
The landmark Venice Pa-

vilion, once a popular Butler
County dance hall, restau-

small rant and bowling alley, is still

there, although now it's the
Venice Historical Antiques
Mall.

Surrounded by growing
suburban Ross ‘Township and

CIQSE
HOME

Thisismeinasgliﬁe:ol
weekly profiles com-
mmmesmlmaka(imater
Cincinnati vaique.

The most memorable thing
about Venice is the baxy Pa-
vilion, which commands a
strategic site in the middle of

town, where Ohio 126 and perl

Ohio 128 converge with Jocal
streets and history.
Visitors know nothing

about the Pavilion's previous
life in the early to mid-
1900s, when a first-floor res-
taurant served fried chicken,
and customers stopped st
to visit a wide soda fountain
and well-stocked candy and
tobacco counters.

In 1946, Pau! and Doro-

thy Fichrer bought the busi--

ness. They operated it for 40
years. On weekends, so
many customers arrived that
crowds sometimes had to be
turned away.

The basement featured a
bowling alley and the second
floor a massive dance {loor
that attracted people from
all over the region ob Satux-
day nights. Country-masic
armers the Carter Fami-
fy, Tex Ritter, Justin Tubb
and Jim EBd Brown gave
stage shows. So solid were

its hardwood floors that the
Ross basketball team once
played there.

Preservation time

When Mr. Fiehrer died in -

1987, the Pavilion closed.
Townspeople heard a rumor
that the building wonld be
torn down and a convenience
store erected on the spot —
right in the hub of Ross.
Dottie Grome, a Ross na-
tive, couldn't imagine that
happening. So she bought
the building with the inten-
tion of restoring it. Mas.
Grome, 57, hired people to
scrub every inch of the place
to remove cooking grease
and dirt that had built up
over 70-some years,
Craftemen arrived to pre-

(Please see ROSS,
Page B3)

lof2
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JoAnn Bowman refinished
the oak har at her populas
Venice Castie restaurant, ¢
onetime stagecoach stop.
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Ross: Old name among
the things prized here

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B}
serve ils pressed-tin ceiling
and tongue-ind-groove
flooning — and, of course,
the loag oak and stained-
glass bar back that sils
against a wall.

“The place has so much
character, and n's 2 part of
Ross' hisiory," she said. “I(
you lived anywhere close o
here, this was where you
came for entenainment. It
seemed 3 share to tear il
down."

She wondered what to
do with the building's
14,000 square feet; imme-
diately, antiques came to
mind. She thought they
would fit with the communi-
ty’s oldfashiosed appeas-
ance and charader.

“Every oldtimer who
walks in bere stilt calls it
Venice, and so do 1" she
said. “They ca) it that be-
cause it's » little towm by
the river — a real Venice,

the town’s pariy house. En-
tertainment was diffevent

then. Midwestew Hayride

stars played upstairs. The

place served great frog

The talk of R

tom
.‘t,t“s history.
a part of our hi N
~ Dottle Grome,
$7, Ounlap

-~ Dave titchinson,
62, Miitord

country.” [ 248

0SS

legs. In the 19405, the Pa- 3 g00

the community's location

3

where we're Joated, I just
say, ‘Near Fermdd.' They
certainly imow where t(hat
is. We have a nicz town, but

no doults in their §
“Whea somcbody asks
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“Ahtdpeopl'clmowit
by the aame Venice,” abe
said, “‘and I guess that’s not

“it was e0 pleasantly situat- -

od, hiving beactiful

T
aod well located

» Venice Pavilion, an sarly
15005 danos hail that is now an
mauhhmd
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" Thus, Rosy.
- Bt whether i's Ross or

- Venice, visitars don't scem
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“They come here for a
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Inside Energy

From Page

"Corps Dumps DOE Plan For FUSRAP Sites"
By: Jeff Barber

CORPS DUMPS DOE PLAN FOR FUSRAP SITES

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers tgld Congress last
week that it won't be abie to meet the 2002 deadline DOB
established for compicting the cleanup of 22 sites that once
conducted defense-related work for the Mashattan Project or
the Atomic Energy Commission, and that its costs for the
work will likely be much higher than DOB had estimated.

The report was requested by the Houss and Senate
Appropriations committees as part of language in the FY-98
encrgy and water development spending bill that wansferred
responsibility for the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial
Action Program (FUSRAP) from DOE to the Carps. A copy of
the report was obtained by Inside Energy.

DOE last June estimated that it could complete the
cleanup of the FUSRAP sites by 2002 at a cost of about $983
million. The proposal, which was included in DOE’s larger
plan to accelerats its environmental management program (o
complete much of the wark by 2006, assumed a numbes of
the FUSRAP sites would be cleaned up only to a point at
which they would be released for industrial or restricted
industrial use. The department’s plan estimated that restoring
the sites to n condition tha would permit less reswictive
future uses, such as for residential or recreational purposes,
would extend the program'’s campletion date to

CORPS DUMPS DOE PLAN FOR FUSRAP SITES . ... ... begina on page 1

2004 or 2006,

In its report, the Corps offered two sets of cost projections and timelines for completing the work.
Under the figst, which assumes Congress will be willing to increase annual appropriations for FUSRAP
above the current $140 million ceiling, the Corps said it could finish cleaning up the sites by 2006 at 2
cost of $1.56 billion. That projection assumes the sites would be released for resiricted or industrial future
uses.

If it were to complete the cleanup to a point where the sites could be released for less restrictive or
future iand use, the Corps estimated it would nat finish the work unti} 2008 and would need at least $2.25
billion.

To accomplish the first scenario, the Corps estimated it would need 3323 million for the program in
FY-2000; the second wanid require Congress to appropriate $384 million in FY-2000.

Should. as seems likely, Congress decide (o limic annual appropriations for the program (o a level at or
near the current $140 million mark, the Corps said it would take untl 2011 and $1.88 billion 10 release the
sites for industrial or restricted future use. A more comprehensive cleanup, under the same funding
projections, points to a completion deadline of 2018 a1 a cost of $2.89 billion.

Although both the timelines and cost esumates included in the report exceed those outlined by DOE,
the Corpa dismissed the depariment's projections as unrealistic. “There are sufficient programmatic and
site-specific uncertainties associated with DOE's draft accelerated cleanup plan that the ability to complete
the FUSRAP program on such a schedule is questionable. In (the Corps'] estimation, because of these
uncerwinties, completon of remediation ... for the remaining 22 sites could not be accomplished by
2002."

Mareover, the report suggesicd that DOE's Junc 1997 csumaie was reached by changing the scops of
the cleanup in at least two instances. In the first the department proposed (o store, rather than remove,

laof2
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"Corps Dumps DOE Plan For FUSRAP Sites”
By: Jeff Barber
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contaminated materials from the Niagara Falls Storage Site, Lewiston. N.Y.. and to modify the future land
use designation for 8 FUSRAP site in St. Louis from “industrial” to “‘restricted industrial.”

“In other words.” the report said, “the draft accelerated cieanup plan does not represent a faster and
cheaper way of accomplishing the same scope of work defined in the 2006 Ten Year Plan; the draft
accelerated cleanup plan represents a revised cost and schedule to accomplish a significantly smaller
scope of work."

A DOE official familiar with the program last week acknowledged that the targets established in the
draft 2006 plan were optimistic. and would have depended to a great extent on the agency's ability to get
local parties to agree that the sites would be restricted only to industrial uses in the future.

Still, the Corps’ own estimate projects that it would need until at least 2006 to ciean up the sites to the
same level of future use.

“If you lock at the Corps’ numbers, its costs and schedules are significantly higher and it is planning
more conservative cleanups than had DOE,” one source said. “What they're doing is criticizing DOE for
listening to stakeholders and for planning Cadillac clesnups.”

Indeed, language in the report that appears 1o suggest the Corps will take a less conservative approach
to cleanup than DOE may prove controversial with residents living aear the sites and state officials, the
source predicted.

In the report, the Corps said the “selection of appropriate remediation objectives and criteria ia the key
variable that affects the volume of contaminated material to be remediated and, therefore, the cost and
schedule, at each site. DOE generaily chose conservative criteria, reflecting in part, the influences of local
communities and state regulators,” the report said.

“These cholces may not represent the [best] use of taxpayer resources and, becauss of higher costs:
and longer schedules, may sctually delay remediation at some of the sites.” The Corps' report said it
“believes that the adoption of criteria. which protect human heaith and the snvironment, but do so with
appropriate consideration for cost, regulatory snd community acceptance, and land reuse requirements,
would be the more appropriate remediation strategy. ... If [the Corps| uses the more conservative approach
as implemented by DOE in recent years, the cost and time 1o complete would increase significantly.”

The repont also is silent on what DOE continues to consider to be a significant problem with the
transfer — the lack of a clear regulator for the cleanup work. Energy Secretary Federico Pefia told House
appropriators earlier this month that the department does not believe it can legally transfer its self-
regulatory authority to another federal agency and it is unciear which, if any agency, has authority to
enforcs regulatory provisions as the Corps completes the cleanup work. '

Moreover, sources familiar with the program questioned what provisions the Corps has made for
ensuring the health and safety of workers engaged in the cleanup of radioactive contamination — a task in
which the Corp has only limited experience.

How Jast week’s report will be received by members of Congress, who largely look favarably on the
Carps, is an open question and one that is potentially critical to DOE's environmental management program.

Some members of Congress are already considering the possibility of moving responsibility for
completing the cleanup of three sites DOE has targeted for early closure — the Mound and Femnald sites in
Ohio and the Rocky Flats Environmental Technology Site in Colorado — to the Corps.

At 8 hearing last week before the House Appropriations subcommittee on energy and water develap-
ment, Michigan Republican Rep. Joseph Knollenberg floated the idea that the Corps could be brought in
to complete some of DOE's cleanup work, — Jeff Barber






