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FRIDAY MAILING 
INCLUDED IN THIS FRIDAY MAILING: 

0 Approved Minutes of the March 14,1998, Fernald Citizens Advisory 
Board Meeting 

0 Resolutions from the Cities of Las Vegas and Boulder City on the Transport of 
Low-Level Waste 

0 Newsclippings 

CAB MEETINGS: 

0 OFF-SITE COMMITTEE MEETING: The Off-Site Committee of the 
Fernald Citizens Advisory Board will meet on Wednesday, June 10,1998, at 
6:OO p.m. The location is to be announced. 

0 ON-SITE COMMITTEE MEETING: The next meeting of the On-Site 
Committee of the Fernald Citizens Advisory Board will be on Wednesday, 
June 10,1998, at 730 p.m. The location is to be announced. 

EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE MEETING: The Efficiency Committee of the 
Fernald Citizens Advisory Board will meet on Thursday, June 11,1998, at 
6:30 p.m. The location is to be announced. 

/’ 

0 

OTHER MEETINGS: 

0 COMMUNITY REUSE ORGANIZATION: The next meeting of the CRO will 
take place on Tuesday, June 2,1998, at 6:30 p.m. in the Ross High School Media 
Center, 3425 Hamilton-Cleves Highway. 

0 MONTHLY PROGRESS BRIEFING: The June Monthly Progress Briefing will 
be held on Tuesday, June 9,1998, at 6:OO p.m. in the Alpha Building, 10845 
Hamilton-Cleves Highway. 

QUESTIONS: 
Please call o h at or Doug at  with questions or concerns. 

E g g  Fax: 648-3629 E-Mail:  
Fax: 281-3331 E-Mail: john.uppZegute@Zaw.uc.edu 

You may a I so fax o us at: 



Chair 
John S. Applegate 

vice Ornir 
James C. Bierer 

Iuembers 

Lisa crawford 
Pamela DUM 
Constance Fox, M.D. 
Danyl D. Huff 
Dan McElroy 
Robert G. Tabor 
Dr. Thomas E. Wagner 
Dr. Gene E. Willeke 

’ Marvin W. aawson 

ET oficio 
L French Bell 
Jack Craig 
Gene Jablonowski 
Graham Mitchell 

Minutes from the March 14, 1998 Meeting 

The Fernald Citizens Advisory Board met from 8:40 a.m. until 12:06 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 14, 1998, at the Alpha Building, 10967 Hamilton- 
Cleves Highway, Harrison, Ohio. The meeting was advertised in local 
papers and was open to the public. 

Members Present: John Applegate 
Jim Bierer 
Marvin Clawson 
Lisa Crawford 
Jack Craig 
Pam Dunn 
Jane Harper 
Darryl Huff 
Gene Jablonowski 
Dan McElroy 
Graham Mitchell 
Robert Tabor 
Thomas Wagner 
Gene Willeke 
Ray Wurzelbacher 

Members Absent: French Bell 

Designated Federal Official Present: Gary S tegner 

Staff Present: Tereza Marks 
Crystal Sarno 
Douglas Sam0 

Approximately 7 spectators also attended the meeting, including members of 
the public and representatives from DOE and Fluor Daniel Fernald. 

A United States Department of Energy Sitespecific Advisory Board 
Post Office Box 544 Ross, Ohio 45061 5 13.648.6478 

.. .- . .. . . .  . 



F erna Id Citizens Ad v is o rv Board Minutes. March 14. 1998 

1. Call to Order 

Chair John Applegate called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m. 

2. Announcements and New Business 

Minutes from the January 17, 1998, meeting were noted as being approved. 

Applegate welcomed Ray Wurzelbacher to the Board. Wurzelbacher is a member of the 
Ross Township Board of Trustees. He also welcomed Leah Dever, now head of the Ohio 
Field Office. Dever explained to the Board that she grew up in western Pennsylvania and 
spent 13 years in D.C., spending six of those years at DOE Headquarters. She then went to 
work at the Nevada Operations Office where she managed the Environmental Operations 
Program. She noted that when the Nevada Community Advisory Board was started, they 
looked to Fernald as an example. 

Applegate stated that part of this meeting would be videotaped since there has been no 
recent videotape of the Citizens Advisory Board in action. 

Connie Fox has retired from the Board due to other commitments. The Board expressed its 
gratitude to Fox for her outstanding service. 

Applegate announced that he will also be retiring from the Board. He has accepted a 
position at Indiana University and will no longer be a resident of Ohio. Since he is 
resigning, a procedure needs to be developed for finding and electing a new Chair. Jim 
Bierer is the obvious choice for a Chair as he is currently the Vice Chair. The Steering 
Committee made two recommendations to the Board: (1) that a procedure be established in 
which the Steering Committee brings a recommendation for Chair and Vice Chair before 
the Board and (2), following that procedure, that Jim Bierer be nominated as the Chair. 
Bob Tabor made the motion that a procedure be established in which the Steering 
Committee brings recommendations for the Chair before the Board. Tom Wagner seconded 
the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor. Bob Tabor made the motion that Jim Bierer 
be appointed Chair. Lisa Crawford seconded the motion. Bierer was unanimously elected 
Chair. Applegate suggested the Board consider candidates for Vice Chair and that action be 
taken for nomnating a Vice Chair at the May CAB meeting. 

The Nevada CAB is still going to hold a Low-Level Waste Forum. However, the forum 
has been delayed from early April until late May. The Nevada CAB has been very 
responsive to Fernald’s offer to help with the conference. Fernald hopes to have a strong 
presence at the conference. Dale Shutte, Chair of the Nevada CAB, will be in Femald on 
Tuesday, March 17. 

3. Corrective Action Plan 

At the last meeting, the Board sent a letter to DOE expressing specific concerns about the 
leaking white metal boxes. Jack Craig presented the general ideas outlined in the Corrective 
Action Plan, which should address many of the CAB’S concerns. Craig handed out a flow 
chart outlining the steps involved in approving the Corrective Action Plan. Two things have 
happened since February: Fluor Daniel Femald responded to the Type B Investigation with 
a draft report and DOE-FEMP submitted a draft response. Craig will have the plan to DOE- 
Ohio by March 23rd. The Nevada office will also receive copies. The plan will need to be 
approved by the Assistant Sec re tq  of Environmental Management. 
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The acquisition and approval processes will be improved as a result of the whte metal box 
incident. There are going to be substantial systems changes. From now on, both a QA 
person and an engineer will sign off on any changes to design. Any time there is a waiver 
on project quality assurance, an engineer and contract manager will have to agree to it. 

DOE-FEMP is going to readdress sending this material to Nevada; the waste may not need 
to be shipped. They are also obtaining better information about the absorbents. Adding 
absorbent is not treatment. Perhaps a waste containing that much moisture should be treated 
on site and possibly even solidified. DOE also wants redundant systems in place. Currently 
DOE-FEMP is working closely with the Nevada office; they will be meeting with them at 
the end of the month and will have a representative at the April Nevada CAT3 meeting. DOE 
will ship dry materials from the site first before shipping more moist waste. 

The WCS Injunction is preventing DOE from awarding a contract to dispose of waste at a 
commercial facility. A hearing is scheduled for April 6th. No alternative to NTS exists at 
this time. Although DOE is self-regulated, it has chosen to require state licenses. 

Bob Tabor asked, if the WCS injunction is not resolved and commercial disposal of the 
OU1 wastes cannot occur, will the waste be able to go to Nevada by rail. Craig says they 
have tried to look at possible alternatives for disposal of this waste. The ROD would have 
to be changed because it specifies commercial disposal. Shipping the waste to NTS would 
add over $400 million to the cost of the project, and it is currently not possible to send 
waste by rail. Another alternative would be to ship the waste to Hanford. However, 
Hanford does not have rail access right now and the state of Washington does not want to 
the waste sent there. This alternative would also result in significant cost and schedule 
impacts. 

Jane Harper asked if. this waste could end up in the On-Site Disposal Cell. This material 
exceeds the site waste acceptance criteria. Not only would the ROD have to be changed in 
this case but also the public would have to agree to the change. In the worse case scenario, 
the whole project would be put on hold. 

Lisa Crawford would like to see work on the Waste Pits continue even though there is a 
chance that it cannot be completed. Craig stated that they would continue with the contract 
as if the first waste shipments will be made in March of 1999. The contract will be halted 
next March if there is not a decision from the courts. If the contract is terminated, there will 
be contract termination costs. 

Applegate suggested that the committees monitor progress on the injunction. Craig 
suggested that the injunction be put on the agenda for the May meeting. Tabor suggested 
embarking on a campaign to get people involved. 

Applegate was then asked to give a brief overview of the appeals process. The time 
between a decision and an appeal is riormally about a year. The government has gotten the 
court to hear the appeal in a much shorter time frame. Applegate has read the DOE 
argument to the court of appeals and indicated that it is well written and explains both what 
is wrong with the lower court's decision and the effects of the decision. It is conceivable 
that the appeals court could reach a decision within a month. The appeals court could decide 
that the original judge was completely wrong and overturn the decision. The court could 
also allow DOE to continue to ship wastes until the case is decided, or the court could ask 
the judge to rethink his previous decision. 

Tom Wagner asked why the previous leaks in the white metal boxes did not indicate to the 
department that there was a problem. Craig stated that the original inquiry focussed on the 
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absorbents and not on the boxes. Also, leaks contained inside the trailer were not that big 
of a deal in Nevada. Fernald was relying on Nevada’s reactions to determine if their 
approach was right or wrong. The notification and approach processes have been 
improved. Wagner also pointed out that the first leaks were not pointed out to a large group 
of people. 

Wagner then asked Craig for the status of the Nevada Intermodal Transport Study. Craig 
stated that he would find out for Wagner. 

There is a need to cohmunicate clearly and freely on waste transportation issues to the 
public. Willeke wondered if the CAB should focus some of its attention on communication 
with the public. The emergency response people might be easier to reach than the general 
public. There was some discussion on whether addressing the public was an issue for the 
CAB to consider. 

3. Review of Past Recommendations 

Each member of the CAB was provided with a chart of recommendations made by the 
CAB. The 1995 Recommendations are the recommendations contained in the July 1995 
report. The 1995 recommendations on site remediation levels and waste disposition have 
been followed. Recommendations on priorities for remediation have received a mixed 
response. These recommendations call for a shift in the overall approach to remedial 
actions. Craig stated that there has been a shift in the way work is done on site. Work is 
being divided into projects each of which has a cost, plan, and schedule. FDF is still trying 
to reduce mortgage costs, but some progress is being made. 

Tabor, who works at the site, said that things have really improved. Moving to a project 
base has really helped; safety is being maintained and things are done more efficiently. 
However, he has some concerns regarding ongoing maintenance. 

Plant 2/3 is currently undergoing safe shutdown. Plant 9 is being demolished. Plant 5 safe 
shutdown has been completed and the building is ready for demolition. Safe shutdown is 
being.planned for Plant 6. These projects could be completed quicker if more employees 
were involved; however, FDF has decided to do the job with fewer employees and so it 
will take a little longer. Craig stated that he would examine each of these recommendations 
and attach dollar amounts of savings that have occurred. The efficiency committee will 
track these recommendations. 

In 1997, the CAB made a request to DOE to “provide a detailed analysis comparing 
effectiveness of vitrification and cementation, risks of transportation, and compliance of 
waste acceptance criteria” for Silos 1 and 2 wastes. Craig said that this information would 
be provided as part of the procurement process. 

Bierer said that the Natural Resource Restoration Plan’s early action to contour and plant 
.the buffer zone had been submitted to DOE in February, but no response has been 
received. Sarno explained that the trees should be planted concurrent with remediation so 
that some trees are mature when remediation is complete. Craig said that a plan has been 
drafted and reviewed by Ohio and the Department of the Interior. He offered to provide 
Bierer with a flow chart of the review process for the Natural Resource Restoration Plan. 

Generally, when requests for information have been made, DOE has responded quickly 
and thoroughly. The weekly newsletter and monthly progress briefings have been very 
helpful in keeping stakeholders informed about progress at the site. Applegate reminded 
the Board members that is it important that they try to attend the monthly progress 
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briefings. These meetings provide an overview on all the site happenings and discuss a 
different topic each month. The meeting also provides a chance for CAB members to hear 
the views of the rest of the public. 

Sue Walpole offered to provide Ray Wurzelbacher with copies of past monthly progress 
* briefing handouts. 

Crawford requested that a brief presentation on the reintennent of Native American remains 
be given at the next meeting. Joe Shoemaker has written a book on the subject and things 
are evolving at the site on this issue. She also requested that Johnny Reising brief the CAB 
on the FY2000 Priorities List. 

Applegate suggested that the CAB review the recommendations annually. 

5. Conflict of Interest Statement 

A conflict of interest statement was put together by the steering committee. The statement 
reads: 

“The CAB will not visit potential vendors, except for existing projects or 
demonstrations already funded by the federal government. Individual members 
must make their own judgment on personal trips, but they should make clear with 
any potential vendor that they do not represent the CAB for these purposes. 
Members should be aware that by discussing a proposal privately or accepting 
anything of value from a potential vendor, their objectivity or appearance of 
objectivity may be compromised.” 

Applegate asked for comments and changes from the Board. There were none. Tabor made 
a motion that the statement be adopted as drafted. Bierer seconded the motion. The 
statement was unanimously approved. The statement will be added to the 
by laws/groundrules. 

6. 1998 Priorities and Schedule 

The CAB has adopted a new committee structure. Since DOE is holding monthly meetings 
to update people on activities at the site, the Board wants to have its committee meetings 
during the same week. The schedule through September would be: 

DOE Meeting 
April 14 
May 23 
June 9 
July 14 
September 8 

Committee Meetings 1 FCAB Meeting 
April 13 and 15 
May 13 and 14 May 16 
June 10and 11 
July 16 July 15 
September 9 and 10 September 12 

On April 1, there will be a public meeting on the Silos project. At the April 14” Monthly 
Progress Briefing, the topic of the month will be the Corrective Action Plan. 

Sarno then asked members of the CAB if they were happy with their committee 
assignments. Members of other organizations were also encouraged to join the committees. 
A discussion ensued to outline the priorities and areas of interest for the committees over 
the next several months. The results were as follows: 
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Off-Site Committee 
Members: Tom, Gene, Marvin, Darryl, Pam, Bob, Sandy, and Lisa 
Topics: 

WCS InjunctiodContingency Planning 
Rail Transportation Awareness 
Silos 
Special Nuclear Materials 
Status of Intermodal Transport 
Corrective Action Plan 

On-Site Committee 
Members: Pam, Jim, Jane, Edna, Carol, and Bob 
Topics: 

Native American Burials 
Copper Recycling 
Aesthetic Barriers 
Natural Resource Restoration Plan 
Land Use 
Sitewide Excavation Plan 
OSDF 
Environmental Monitoring 
Groundwater 

Efficiency Committee 
Members: Lisa, Bob, Dan, Ray, Pam, and Vicki 
Topics: 

Special Nuclear Materials 
95 Priorities Recommendations 
2000 Budget Priorities 
Closure Report 
Special Nuclear Materials 
Mortgage ReductiodSavings 
Corrective Action Plan 

All three committees will meet in April. The Off-Site Committee will meet on April 13 at 
6:30 p.m. to discuss WCS Injunction, Silos, Special Nuclear Materials, and the White 
Metal Box Corrective Action Plan. The On-Site Committee will meet on April 15 from 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. to have a briefing on the Natural Resource Restoration Plan, the Sitewide 
Excavation Plan, and D & D. The Efficiency Committee will meet on April 15 from 7:30 to 
9:00 p.m. to discuss the closure report and the corrective action plan. The Efficiency 
Committee will also schedule a conference call in a week or so to develop recommendations 
on the FY2000 Priorities List. 

I _  

. ... . .  . 
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Sarno suggested that the committee meetings be announced during the Monthly Progress 
Briefings. He also explained that the lease on the Jamtek Building will be up in July so the 
CAB will have to find another location for committee meetings. 

7. Committee Updates 

Natural and Cultural Resources Committee: The committee has had no recent 
meetings. They are monitoring the progress of the Supplemental Environmental Projects 
for OU4 Dispute Resolution. Three universities are involved in research grants. The 
wetland mitigation plan has been submitted to DOE. 

Waste Transportation Committee: The committee has to review and make 
recommendations on the whlte Metal Box incidents. 

Monitoring and Recycling Committee: The committee is currently developing 
recommendations, on copper recycling. 

Waste Management Committee: The committee has met to discuss the Silos 1 and 2 
Proof of Principle Request for Proposal, the Accelerated Waste Retrieval Project, and the 
Silo 3 RFP. The committee was also involved in a joint workshop with FRESH on 
procurement practices. The committee is continuing to monitor progress on the WCS 
Injunction, the Silos Project, and will participate in the low-level waste forum in Nevada. 

Steering Committee: The steering committee is continuing to work on the low-level 
waste forum in Nevada. 

8. Public Comment 

John opened the floor for public comment. One member of the community thanked John 
and the CAB for helping the community. Marvin Clawson asked Leah Dever if DOE was 
computer compliant for 2000. She feels that the Ohio Field Office is in good shape. DOE as 
a whole, however, is a bit behind schedule. The main concern is that computers dealing 
with safety will be compliant. 

9. Adjournment 

Applegate adjourned the meeting at 12:06 p.m. 

are an accurate account of the 
of the Femald Citizens Advisory Board. 

Jobn S. Applegate, Chair b a d  
Fdmald Cit'lzeis Advisory Board 
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City of Las Vegas 
400 Las Vegas Boulevard So. 

Las Vegas, Nv 89101-2986 
FAX: vaz) 385-3 128 

(702) 229.6551 

RESOLUTION R-4048 
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE DEPARTME" OF ENERGY TO EXCLUDE 
THE USE OF HIGHWAY ROUTES OVER HOOVER DAM AND THROUGH THE 
METROPOLITAN LAS VEGAS VALLEY FOR THE TRANSPORT OF 
LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTNE WASTE TO THE NEVADA TEST SITE. 

WHEREAS, the Nevada Test Site (The Site) is currently used as a site for the final 
disposal of low-level radioactive waste and is being considered as R Regional or 
Centralized site for the disposal of low-level radioactive waste from the cleanup of thc 
Department of Energy Weapons Complex; and 

WHEREAS, the naming of the Nevada Test Site as a Regional or Centralized disposal 
site for low-level radioactive waste could increase the number of shipments of low-level 
radioadve waste into Southern Nevada considerably; and 

WHEREAS, The Depanrnent of Energy is proposing to transport much of the waste by 
rail; and 

WHEREAS, The Department of Energy is cunenrly preparing an Environmental 
asessmcnt to evaluate sites outside the Las Vegas Valley for the transfer of low-level 
radioactive waste from tail to truck for shipment to the Nevada Test Site; and 

WHEREAS. according to this detemination the Department of Energy is proposing to 
institutionalize and encourage the use of the intermodal transfer facility and highway 
routes outside the Las Vega Metropolitan Area for the transport of the lowlevel nuclear 
waste to the Nevada Test Site; and 

WHEREAS the Environmental Assessment wil1 not result in a decision by the 
Department of Energy to require dl shipments of low-level radioactive waste destined 
for rhe Nevada Test Sire to avoid Metropolitan Las Vega. and 

WHEREAS State and local officials in Nevada contend that the continued transportation 
ofthese wastes. particularly over Hoover Dam and through the rapidly growing Las 
Vegas Metropolitan area, provides a greater opportunity for accidents which not only 
post risks to the public health and snfety of our cirizens. but could also adversely affect 
rhe State's tourist-based economy, and 

46 
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WHEREAS, the recent incident in figman Arizona among others, illus rates that the 
potential exists for the release of potentially dangerous material, a problem that could be 
exacerbated if it occurred on Hoover Dam or in Metropolitan Las Vegas. 

RESOLUTION 

A RESOLUTION REQUESTMG THE DEPAR- OF ENERGY TO EXCLUDE 
THE USE OF HIGHWAY ROUTES OVER HOOVFJR DAM AND THROUGH THE 
METROPOLITAN LAS VEGAS VALLEY FOR THE TRANSPORT OF 

NOW, THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Las V e p  Nevada. that the 
City supports the position that the Environmental Assessment must address the use of 
intermodal transportation in combination with highway routes that avoid entirely Hoover 

LOW-LEVU RADIOACTIVE WASTE TO THE NEVADA TEST SITE. 

Dam and the Las Vegas Metropolitan arw and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any transport of low-level nuclear waste by the 
Deparunent of Energy or their contractors or trucks to the Nevada Test Site must avoid 
routes over Hoover Dam and through the Las Vegas Valley. 

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED on this 13th day of APRIL, 1998. 

BY 
M C W  J. MCDON’ 
MAYOR PRO-EM 

ATTEST; 
BARBARA JO RONEMUS 
CITY CLERK 

*.. 
Return to the 

w r  Waste Proiect O f i ~ e  
Home Page 

Stare o f  Nevada 
Nuclear Waste Project Office 

Capitol Complex 
Carson City, NV 89710 
(702) 687-3744 voice 
(702) 687-5277 fax 

~ ~ o ( + i 3 t o v m ~ i l .  statc.nv.us e-mail 
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Boulder City Nevada 
City Hall, Rcrulder City 

401 California Ave 
Boulder City, NV 89005 

RESOLUTION NO. 3117 
A RESOLUTTON REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY TO 

OF LOW-LEVEL NUCLEAR RADIOACTIVE WASTE TO.THE NEVADA TEST 

EXCLUDE THE USE OF HIGHWAY ROUTES THROUGH BOULDER CITY 
AND THE METROPOLITAN LAS VEGAS VALLEY FOR THE TRANSPORT 

SITE' 

WHEREAS, 

the Depanmenr of Energy has made a formal determination to prepan an 
Environmcntd Assessment for internodal transportation of low-lcvcl radiomive 
waste to ihc Nevada Test Sire; and 

' WHEREAS, 

according to this determination, the Department of Energy is proposing to 
institutionalize and encourage internodal transportation of Depanment of Energy 
complex-wida generated waste to the Nevada Tcgt Sire; and 

WHEREAS, 

the Environmental Assessment will not. as ir is currentIy planned. result jn a decision 
by rhe Depanment of Energy to require all shipments of low-level radioacrive waste 
destined for the NcvRda Test Site to avoid Boulder City 8nd the merropolim LRS 
Vegas Valley; and 

WHERF.AS, 

Statc and local officials in Nevada contend that the continued transponation of these 
waqrcs not only poses risks to public health and safety, but could also adversely affect 
the State's tourist-based economy; and 

WHEREAS, 

i f  a rransponation accident involving radioactive waste were 10 occur, I t  could have a 
devastating impact on our community. a5 well n3 a devastating socioeconomic impact 
on the SCBTC'S economy, 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 

by the City Council of Boulder City, Nevada. that the City S U ~ ~ O K S  rhe position that 
the Environmental Asscssrncnt must address rhe use of internodal transportation in 
combination with highway routcs thai nvoid cniirely Boulder City and the Las Vegas 
metropolitan area. 

hnp://~vww.stalc.nv.us/nucwaste/nts/baulder~ h m  4/29/98 ' 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 

thet any transport of waste using uucks only, must avoid transport of low-lwei 
. nuclear waste through Boulder City and the Las Vegas Valley. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 

that any transport of low4evel nuclear waste by the Dcpanment of Energy or their 
cmracfora or trucks co the Nevada Tcst Siie avoid routes through Boulder City arid 
the Lai Vegas Valley. 

APPROVED on this 24th day o f  March. 1998, 

Roben S. Ferraro 

ATTEST: 
Vicki 0. Mayes, City Clerk 

*.. 
Return to the 

Nuclear W R s t m i e c t  0- 
Homc Page 

State of Nevada 
Nuciear Waste Project Oflice 

Capitol Complex 
Carson City, NV 897 10 
(702) 687-3744 voice 
(702) 687-5277 fax 

e=meil 

* 



Record of News Media Contact 
DOE: Nevada Operations Office 

Office uf Public Affairs & Information 

€W!ORTER, EDITOR INFORMATION 
April 1, I998 Nancy Harktss 

Name: Phone No.: 
A f$fialion: 

NATURE OF CALL 
Keith Ragen ut the La8 Vsgss Review Journal, 618 Well a6 all three local W 8tf3tbn6 were an hand S t  the North 
 as vegas Clty Councll mwung at whlch a rstolutron banning the transponatlon of Iaw-bvel waaie inrough the 
City of North Lao Vegea W88 prarented. They were there because of a differrnt isaue. hut the resolution did 
get mentioned In the L l 6  Vega6 Sun. The fullowing reaoludon, #2019, was Introduced by Counctlman John 
Rhodes. In speaking to the resolution. Rhodes (Inaccurately) declarea a desire to stop the trenspon of weete 
on Cralg and Cheyenne roads a6 well as the transport of high-level w w t e  to the NSF. 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTH U S  VEGAS REQUESTINGTHE 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY TO EXCLUOE THE USE OF HIGHWAY ROUTES THROUGH NORTH LAS 
VEGAS AND THE METROPOLITAN U S  VEGAS VALLEY FOR THE TRANSPORT OF LOW-LEVEL 
RAOlOACTlVE WASTE TO THE NEVAOA TEST SITE. 

WHEREAS, the Oepanment of Energy has made a formal determinetIan to prepare en Environmental 
Assessment for intbrmodrl transportation of Oeparfment of Energy complex-wide generared low-level nuclear 
waste to the Nevada Teat Sle; and 

WHEREAS. the Environmental Aseeeernenf wlll not, as It Is currently planned, result In a decision by the 
Oepanment of Energy to requlrs all shlpmsnts of low4evel radioactive waste destined for tne Nevada Teet SIte 
io avoid North La3 Vegea and the rnetmpolllan La8 Vegar Valley; and 

WHEREAS. Slate end local officials in Nevade contend that the continued traneporration of meee wastea not 
only poeee risk8 to publlc health and BifBly.  Dut could also aclversely affect the State's tourist-beseo economy; 
and 

WHERUSS. if 8 transportation accident involving rad{oacrlve weete were to occur, It could have a devasbting 
Impact on our COmmUnlty as well 66 a devaslatlng socioeconomic impact on lha Slate's economy, 

NOW, THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVE0 by the CiQ Council of the City of North Lae Vegas. Nevaaa. that Ihe 
City supports the pastuon that the Environmental Asseerment must address the us8 of Intarmadel 
traneporratlon In cornmatton wlth highway raules that avoid entirely North Lea Vegas and the Let3 Vegae 
M&!ropolltan area: and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any trenepon of low-level radloactlve waste uslng trucks only must avold 
trsneport of weete through N o m  La8 Vegas and the La6 Vegae Valley: and 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED thet sny lranspon of Iow-level radioactlve waste by the Oepanment of Energy or 
thstr contractors or truck8 to the Nevada Test She mu61 avoid routes through North LES Vegas and the Lag 
Vegas Valley. 

DISTRIBUTION 
Jo~Son,Powcrs/ Williams DiSanzrr/Grassmeitr/Smchcz 
Gerrz/Mellinglon OPAl 
W vcofEIClavron 
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May 4.1998 
The Energy Daib 
Frnnr Page 
')Worker Safeg Problems Prompt DOE Sltuidowrr Order At Mound" 
By: George Lobsenz 

Worker Safety Problems Prompt 
DOE Shutdown Order At Mound 

BY GEORGE LOBSENZ 
Amid new revelallons about delays In esserslng worktr radiation 

doses, Energy Department oMclrl: decldtd Frldoy to shut down all 
radiotlon-related cleanup work at the Mound nuclear weapons alts in 
Ohio until the alce contractor nxes problems in I t s  worker health 
protectlon program. 

The shutdown, effective Monday, followed the disclosure Tbursday of 
long delays in roudne laborntory analysis of 409 worker "btonssay" samples 
for possible americium contamination. While these samples are supposed LO 
be checked promptly to assure worker safety. one of the backlogged samples 
dates to July 1997. 

The lengthy delay in analyzing the samples left affected worker8 without 
up-to-dele data on their exposure, potentially rarslng concerns about cxces- 
sive radiation doses. Specifically, che failure LO promptly nsdess wotka 
exposures means workers could continue doing "hot" cleanup work end 
unknowingly exceed administrative or regulatory limits on cumulative 
radiation doses. Typically, workers with cumulative exposures approaching 
those limits are restricted from further radiological work 10 avoid any heal& 

The long-delayed americium analyses could place Bebcock & Wilcox 
(B&WI. the DOE contmcmr ihai opcntes Mound, in violation of DOE 
worker safety regulations. 

(Continued on poga 2) 

hpaCCS. 
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Bv: George Lohsenz 

Safety Froblems prompt Snutdown Order: .. (From page one) 

The americium issue surfaced as 
DOE officials werc investreatin$ 
delayed analysis of other worker 
bioassny sumples as a result of 
problems with the January 199R 
suutup of a new computer System in 
Mound's fadlobioassay laboratory. A 
Mound union. thc Oil. Chemical and 
Atomic Workers (OCAWI. contend; 
chat these delays resulted in a six- 
week window during which workers 
were being sent out to do cleanup 
work without knowing lheir updated 
exposure dam. 

More broadly, sourccs told Thr 
Energy Dailv Fridav there are 
across-die-board quality nssurancc 
irregularities in Mound's bioassay 
processing and analysis thsi raise 
quesuoiis about che accuracy of dose 
estimates and die effectiveness of 
sire controls on worker exposure. 
nk worker safety issue is a 

powder keg at Mound becausc uf 
major lapses by the past sire conuac. 
.[or. EGLG. in which bioassay 
aamples went unsampled for manths 
and even years, dose estimates were 
miscalculalcd and lhe conuactor 
failed repeatedly to f ix the problems. 
After EG&G was replaced at the sire 
by Babcock & Wilcox last fall. DOE 
fined EG&G S 112,500 for violating 
worker prolection rules. b e  larpesi 
nuclear Safely penalty imposed by 
h e  depanment at mat time. 

The depanment also reportedly 
bas setUed a lawsuit brought by 
OCAW on behalf of Mound workers 
over h e  same radiation protection 
problems. 

When they took over Mound, 
BLW officials vowed to usurc 
proper worker protection. However. 
OCAW officials were alarmed by 
BLW' s decision io retain several 
former EG&G officials h a t  were 
involved in h e  site's past bioassay 
breakdowns, 

B(ltW's woes became public 
knowledge last monrh when The 
Energy Dailv April 22 reported Qat 
Mound union officials bad filed II 
complaint with DOE's Office ol' 
EnvironmenL Safety and Health 
alleging new delays and problems 
with bioassay processing. 

union complain1 cnarped worker 
doses had been miscalculate'd due to 
problems witb a new laboratory 

Among omet issues. Lhe March In 

computer system in lace January. 
U&W officials. howcvcr, said Su 
dose miscalculsiions were corrected 
in  8 matter of davs and hat there 
had been nti inremption in worker 
cxposure assessments. which they 
said were being done by hand. 

However. OCAW officials said 
list week ncw eviuencc indicates 
analysis of some bioassay samples 
had been delaved Inr weeks follow- 
ing the computer incideni. wirh lab 
officials not cornpletiiig "pre- 
screcnin!" of backlogged samples 
fur potential high doses until 
March 24. Union olficials said that 
mcanr vurkcrs could have ahsorbcd 
exccssive doses by cnntinutng to du 
radiation-relntcd cleanup work in  
the intervening weeks betwecn tlrc 
lnre January computer breakdown 
and Mnrcli 24. 
DOE officials I i iS t  week said 

they are tryin! io determinc 
wlrcdier any proccbsing delays 
occurred following the computer 
breakdown. 
Some Mound ofticids suggured 

no backlog occurred. but other DOE 
officials suggested the issue !till is 
not resolved. Meanwhile. OCAW 
officials pointed to an internal 
Mound metno dial diey said verified 
a proccsaing becklop d a t  was not 
resolved uritil Match 21. 

The March 1.5 memo. from 
13&W Mound manager Peter 

2 of2 

Hckmm 10 Nat Brown. DOE'S 
Mound site manager. noted contmu- 
ing problems with Ihc lab computer 
system and promised to resolve &em 
hy April 30 at the latest. 

"In the tnrenrn, the following 
steps have been taken." said the 
Hekman lettcr. which was signed for 
Hekman by a subordinaic. "A11 
radiobioassay rcsulrs awniring 
upload and ceniiicaiion have been 
pre-screened.. I . I  identifv results 
warranting additional action (e.g.. 
followup sampling or work resuir. 
lions). Ibe initial screening exercise 
was completed March 24. 1998 ....I' 

Another internal B&W memo 
Jared March 25 on "bioassay issues 
mnnagcmeni" said a near-icnn goo1 
was "elimination of the backlog of 
cases awaiting inrernai dosimetry 
review." 

a meetin! between BBW officials 
and DOE officials last Thursday to 
nview the bioassay issues. A[ that 
meeting. the additional problem 
regarding delayed analysis of he 409 
samples for americium conlamina. 
tion was disclosed. setting off alarms 
among top manaeers at DOE's Ohio 
field office. which directly ovmees 
Mound. 
DOE officials a[ me Ohio field 

office would not confirm or deny 
Friday any impending Mound 
shuldown order. 

Tlic union's complaints prompted 
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“Calntnbia to investigate bribe scheme“ 
By: Mike Gaihgher and Cameron Mc Whirter 

Colombia 
to investigate 
bribe scheme 
BY MIKE GALLAGHER 
andCAMERON . 
McWHlRTER 
(d 1998, The Cincinnati Eqrrirer 

The Colombian government 
has launched an investigation 
into reports that ernplayees of 
Chiquita Brands International 
Inc. and its Colombian subsid- 
iary were involved in the brib of chi. its 
ery of customs agenb to obtain 
storage space at a government- subsidiaries on a wide of 

including the Colombian awned compound.  official^ at the Colombian trol ry & m e  aud and independart hidden am- 
Embasry in Waahington, D.C., 
also coafmed they will ask mLatin hEriCare 
U.S. Securities & Exchange &g to mrny and sa: 
 omm mission (SEC) investiga. murces. 
tors to copies of SEC investigators served 
recorded wice-rnail measages On m*la m 
of employees of Chiquita and its seeldng vaice- 

mail messages. repom, manas, Cdomban subsidiary detailing 

cover it up. af the Cincinnati-based banana 
The tapes were provided to ght ,  according to SEC sources. 

the Engurmand to the SEC by The informatiun am- 
E high-level Chiquita source 2k‘ ~~~~~~~~ 

with authority over the compa- 
ny’s voice-mail 8 stem. Chiquita - 1 ~  and 0 t h ~  C ~ Y  offi- 
President and &id 0 rating cia’0* 
Officer Steven G. waXw die ~ ~ 9 u i f ~  dm been 

this we& that anyone provided V O i C ~ - m d l  messeps 
had such authority. linking ane of Chiquita’s bwyers 

~ S E C  t o ~ ~ ~ v ~ g n -  effort to m e r  up the bribe 
~ o r s , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e ~ l m ~  scheme to prevent Cotamhian 

probe, according to ~l fonm,  L i e  the bama v y  the a d  
~~~~~~~ q ‘ Y e s ,  we we inwatigijtiog all 

bian&emmentTradeBun?au @dai saPUgma 
in washuyrtca Pleare we CHIQUITA, 

Page AB) 

LT 

the bribe scheme and efforts to in c ~ e c t i ~  with i@ 

. tapes, if r e t 4  by - MW~ - an 

gwernmmt~s own bribery ~ d U . S . o f t i d s l ~ f r o m ~  

The SEC be bepun a formal 

I 
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"Fernald Tour Slated" 

Fernald Tour Slated 
The US. Oeperaent of Ensrgy and Its c o n m w  Fluor 

Danlsl Fernaid am offerlng a tour May 12 for the public to 
sea the tlcanvp progreas at the former Fsratd uranium 
procsselng plant in Cmeby Tomshlp. 

The tour will highlight the o ~ l l t o  dlrOo8al faciliv. as 
well ea pragraes an the aquifer restoration projects. Tour 
stops also wlll incluue two of the most challenging clean- 
up sites - the waste pits and the K65 slroe. 

Aegimtlon 16 required by Frtday. The tour Du9 leaves 
at 6 p.m. tom the Alpha bullding. 10967 HamliUrnClevas 
Highway. For more informetion, conmt Jesnle Foster at 
6485003. 

I 
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"DOE tr, em@ Fernall d h q "  
Bvr Rncltel Melcer 

DOE to 
empty 
Fernald 
silos 
Moving it risky; 
leaving i t  worse 
BY RACHEL MELCER 
The Cincinnati Enquirer 

HARRISON - U.S. De- 
partment of Energy (DOE) offi- 
ciala Mid Thursday they are 
gearing up to move 215,000 
square feet of radioactive mate- 
rial Out of two cjacked and 
decaying silos and into t e m p  
m y  holding tanks at he former 
Fernald uranium-processing 
plant. 
The radon gas-emitting ma- 

terials - thought to be the 
greatest threat to ublic health 

facility - will then be treated 
and transferred to a Nevada 
dump site by 2008. 

But some community mem- 
bers, Fernald workers and 
members of the Femdd Health 
Effects Subcommittee meeting 
Wednesday and Thursday here 
said they are concerned that 
moving the uranium waste 
twice will double the possibility 
for catastrophe. 

(Pleaee me PERNALD, 
Page A6) 

remaining at the l! old War-era 

Femdd: DOE 
getting ready 
t~ empty silos 
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"Femafd activist makes mmds in D. C " \ 

e By: Ronald F. Echkin 

lF-4 Fernald activist makes rounds in D.C. . 
By knald F. €ckstein 
StltarIy.ms.rriEs 

WASSHWTDN 

"lie Femald-area woman who 
describee haselfas a W e ,  moth- 
er, concerned citizen and taxpay- 
er" made her annual  tr ip to  
Washington this week to lobby 
dechion-makers about the need 
to clean up the former Fernald 

For the ninth year in a row, 
Lisa Crawford c a m e  t o  t h e  
nation's capital to talk t o  sena- 
tors, repTesentatives and U.S. 
DepaJbt?ntafEwrgguf€icials. 

Crawford, president of Pernald 
Reaidents f o r  Environmental 
Safety and Health, and repre- 
sentatives from 1.5 other states 
tame to Washington as part of 
t h e  Alliance for  Nuclear 
Accountability's annual D.C. 
DaJrs. 

She said the alliance is com- 
posed of grassroots and national 
organizations wbich represent 
communities in the shadow of 
nuclear weapons production and 

At 1,050 acres, Fernald is me 

uradium pyxming site. 

w* digposal Eites. 

K n e w .  
"The say (the Fernald site) at the eod of the year. it will be a 

should L cleaned up by the gear big loss,'' h d o r d  said We hae 
2006. I think we will be darn been with us since dny one in 
ludrp ifit ie done by 2016. In m 1984." 
heart, I just can't me haw it vzd  Glenn's st.& agreed the meet- 
be dme by !i!OWP Crawford said ingwas pmductie. 

"But we are  seeing some 'She has been a mal important 
progress, and there ie a light at ally in helping UB focus on the 
the end of the tunnel. Uelcbg n e o e ~ ~ a t ~ r  budget and appropria- 
s u m  we have an adequate level of tions debates," said Jack Sparks, 
i h h g  will be the key." Glenn's spokesman. "As the DOE 

Crawford was &heartened to budget moves though Congress, 
uest less money for we want to make sure that it has 

6ee the DoE Fernal "8 cleanup for fiscal enough money t o  meet its 
year 1999 than had been original- cleanup goals at FernaEd" 
ly estimated a s  t h e  cost for Crawfimdsaidsbe alsofkltgwd 
clcanup. Activists and DOE &I- abod her meeting w ~ t h  the etaff 
cials agreed the $479 million of U.S. Sen. Mike DeWine, R- 
requested may be $50 million less Ohio. She aaid DeWine also ia 
than is requid to do thejob. mmmittedtowatrhingtbeapjm- 
As a result of those concerns, prietions procese. 

budget  issuee dominated "We a r e  very familiar with 
Crawford 's  a i s  meetings in  Lisa, and we ere on her side," 

said &Wine 
Her first meeting was with an M. B o e s e l . ~  Fan-= senator would 

Washinptrm. 

aide to US. Sen. John H. Glenn, never let an g jeopardize the 
Doh. workbeing eaLFernald.b 
"Sen. Glenn has been a huge Crnwford also met with US. 

prupunentfurun.Whenheretirea Reps. Steve Chabot, R- 

Cincinnati, and Rob Portman, R 
Cincinnati, and t w o  offici& at 
the Departraent of-. 
"My goal is to make m e v e r y -  

Everyone hae t o  know w gage* at is 
one is on the  same 

going on," she said. When the 
department  doesn't eak for 
enough money, that ia a p m b h  
Congretrs can make mire we get 
enough money, end there is 
broad support among the Ohio 
delegation. 

She said that each year shehaa 
come to  Washington, Ohio's 
members of Congrees have been 
better educated about the status 
of F e d d .  Now, she said, she 
does not want t o h e  gmund with 
the DOE 

Y ~ y  message t o  the pet& at 
the De artment of Energy was, 
'Stop. E o d t  do this ki us. Don't 
askfbrkmonepthanyouneed,' 
" she said. "We will not tolerate 
t u .  We have a legal agreement 
tbet they must meet. We intend 
to bold lheir f k t  to the &. 

W e  are just grassroob folks 
who want a nice, safe place to 
live. We juet want this site 
cieened up? 
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"Grant big boost to Fernald tense pian " 
By: Nicholas G. Jonson 

Grant big boost to 
Fernald reuse plan 
Energy Department releases $262,000 
By Nicholas 0. h r o n  ' 

Journal-Niwr 
ROSS TOWNSHIP 

A citizens committee axamin- 
ing iasuee relating to comple- 
tion of cleanup activities a t  the 
former Fernald uranium pro- 
cesein p l a n t  received a 

ant Thursda from 
the d.8, De aement of nergy. 

dent of the Roee Loca School - Dietrict and chairman of the  
. Fernald Community Reuse 

Organization, said the two-year 
ant  will allow the group to 

&in planning economic develop 

. Suci programs could involve 
p o r k e r  t ransi t ion,  aurplue 
equipment a t  the plant  and 
commercial or industrial devel- 
opment at the ai+. 

, The organizakon alreed  ha^ 
I i&iegun examining the feaei i ility 

parCe1 in of marketing a 23-acre 
the southweet comer o the site 
&r commercial purposee. - "We're very  pleaeed," 
6lcWilliame eaid, referring to  
the ant announcement. 
: &p givea tu the mmurca we 
W to mave ahead with the next 
@ m e  and start making eome far- 

E 7  

Fa- 
$262 005 gr 

DavidMc & ilhame,eu 

, meatroggama. 

I President of FRESH makes 
annual pligrlmege, Page A6 

mal Ians that will benefit the 
]oca€' communities - R O B E ,  
Morgan and Cmsby bwr~&pa.~ 

The organization received a 

from the DOE to organize and 
develo an administrative net- 
work. fa late March, the group 
received a $60,000 ant h m  the 
Ohio Departmant of!Dwelopm~t 
far ISA entrepreneurial aeeietance 

late growth of local businesaee 
that  mi ht be able t o  use the 
ahilhfL er Fendd w o r h .  

Refemn to theDOE ant 
BLLDouD&d &ur&y, McW&ma 
eaid, W e  expected we might get 
it. But we were alwaya cwcerned 
in the back of our minds that 
there might be a reduction in 
(M3E)fbnduyorthatthere~t 
be a delay in them kinds of 

leeueeill8S areeettled." 
Whonethe organization and ita 

economic development coneul- 
tant, Curt Paddock, determine 
which rograme to puraue, the 
m p  Jam to e& an impiemen- 
tation grant, M c W W  e&, 

$16o,OOo 6kI'bUp grant last 

pmGta grant meka to 8timu- 

!cleanup) m until funding 

N0.968 p889/889 ' 
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"Home Panel Oh SS.88 Fur EM, But Amount Iitcludes UnuFeii Funds" E 

! HOUSE PANEL OKs $5.88 FOR EM, 9 BUT AMOUNT INCLUES UNUSED FUNDS 
And 25% of Program Direction Authorization is to be 
Held UnH DOE lmproves Hiring of Technical Staff 

The House National Security Committee authorized $5.8 
billion (May 6) for DOE'S Environmeotal Management 
Program, but $94.1 million of h t  amount is unspent 
money horn previous years, putring h e  total new funds 
at $5.7 billion, $52.3 million less than the Administra- 
tion's FY99 quest of $5.62 billion. with $230 million 
cut fiom the privatization request. Notably, the panel 
also nxmnmnded thar 25 percent of EM'S program 
direction moaey be withheld &A the Secretary of 
Energy submits a plan to "improve the DOE employ- 
ment system," with the Committee arguing thal "DOE'S 
poor record with regards to environmental managemenr 
is due in part to faihms inhir i i  quality rechnical and & management personnel. On the plus side, tbe privatiza- 

VI tian CUI only affects DOE'S request for the 
outyears-FY2000 and beyond-the money needed for 

+ FYS,  $286.9 million, was approved. According to 
cn information provided by the Conminee, mmbers 
5 reasoned ibat because the department's privatiration e projects are berweeo 16 and 24 months behind schedule, 
k deferriog $230 millioo should bave no appreciable - impaEt. 

&nkn DOE officials iold WC Monitor Thursday rhey 
.+ had not had an appofllnity to review the autborization in In 
j.j detiii~, but are ConCcnted about carryover provisiio. 

"At the end of &e [Fiscal] year, we're not going to have 
# aoy mnney left," one official predicted. 'All OUT 
&, money's going to be committed. so if they're talking 
T aboul unmshed money, thir $94.1 million is going to 
(D have Ihe sam effect as 8 general reduction.' In general, 

however, DOE officials wece pleased with what they've 
seen of (be House Authorizatian so far. "The big picrum 

Ln 

* is preny good," one ofiial reported. 

$1 W o n  for CIosure Fmd 

The House National Security-approved authorhati00 bill 
also provides: 

- $1 billion For Rocky Flats, Fernald and the other 
"Closure Projects;" $40 million more than the 
Admiushation's request; - SI billion to facilitate coostnrction and site comple- 
tion at kilities DOE will close by 2 0 6 ;  $38 
million mre lhan t&e Administration's request; 
$2.8 billion for coasrmction and project work at 
fxiilities witb comptex and exkensive environmental 
issues Ut DOE will close after 2006; $!32 million 
nlare than the administration's request; 

- $270.8 million for EM'S Science and Technology 
Program, Q $77.8 million over the Adminsuaeion's 
request. 

- 

Privatization Still Ok Says DOE 

A DOE official said Coogress financial approach to 
privatization will work, although it wasn't the 
departmeat's first choice. "It means we'll have to ask lor 
more money later OD," tbe official reported. "Obviously. 
we'd like to have as much money up from to increase 
our comfort leve1." The official disagreed with tbe 
Committee's reasoning on tbe deferral. saying the 
"delays" cited by members were actually a result of h e  
departmot's decision to do more design work on h e  
Hanford taok project prior to b e g i i g  construction. 
'So we won't have to pay out as much up front," tbe 
oRicial explained. 'But it's not acEuIate to call it a 
schedule delay. It's a re-phasing of the project." 

Behind-the-scenes negotiations bolh prior fa, during aod 
even after the Procummt Subcommittee markup 
resulted in extra money for key EM projects. In the days 
leadbg up to the session, for example. Rep. Dac 
Hastings (R-Wasb.) persuaded subcodnee Chairman 
Duncan Hunter @Calif.) to approve $18 million for the 
single-sbell tank program and $12 millioo to fuud Lhe 
"cocooning' of old reactors along the Cohunbia River. 
That money was included in the base bill llse subcodt- 
tee considered. 

The subcommittee had also p l d  to cut funding for 
the Office of Community and Worker Tramition and lo 
phase that program's activities out aher FY99. Rep. 
LiwiSey Graham (R4.C.). however, ianoduced an 
amendment reinstating hrndiog for that program. The 
amendment failed w a 12-10 vote, but Hilt staffers 
reporcwl that late-night negotiatioos resulted in $10 
mitiion in funding for OCWT beiog included in the bill 
tbat eventually went before the full comminee. 

Likewise, a proposed ameDdmem by Reps. Adam Smith 
(D-Wasb.) and John Spran (DS.C.) to increase funding 
for Hanford by $75 millioo m e r  made it before the 
subcornorittee. The $75 mjUion did make inlo the 
autharintioa, altbwgh nof in the form Smith and Spratt 
originally intended: the subcommittee split chat m o e y  
among five sites and two programs, with Hanford 
receiving a t d  of SI7 million. Of that, $1 million will 
go to the site's vadose zone project; $9 million to 

$7 million will go eo a final saFety report for the site. 
The res1 of the m y  was allocated as follows: $18 
million for infxasrmctllxe imestmnt at Savannah River; 
$10 million for Rocky Flats; $10 mil l ia~  fw the Office 
of C o d w  and Worker Txansitim (his was included 
instead of the Graham anmwdment); $5 million for 
Pantex; and 58 million for h e  Y-12 Plant m Oak Ridge. 
Tenn. 4 

address Tank SY-101, tbe socaued "burping tank"; a d  
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Mqv 1.1.1998 
Weapons Complex Monitor 
P(cge 10 
"NTS LLR W Di.vpnsnl Vdumes" 

NTS -LLRW Disposal Volumes 
The Nevada Test Sire received 16 shipminis of Low Level Radioactive Waste totalling 17.826 cubic feet during April. 
The Mound Sice and Rocky Flats conrributed the bulk of rhar waste, with Mound sending 7,896 cubic feet in three 
shipments, and Rocky Flats making four shipments totalling 4,340 cubic feet. Shipments from Fernald have nor yet 
resumed, pending the wrap up of an invesrigarion into the December spill. 4 

WASTE MANAGEMENT PAOJECT FY 98 RADIOACTIVE WASTE SUMMARY 
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“Fernnlil wnste is rmdv for shipping” 
0y: Rachel Melcct 

B462 

Fernald 
0 waste is 

ready for 
1 .  0 shipping 

Court quashes 
suit over bids 
BY RACHEL MELCER 
Tbe Cincinnati Enquirer 

After a federal appeals court lifted 
an injunction Friday, Department of 
Energy oSficial8 breathed a sigh d 
relief and prepared to begin ehipping 
1 million tom of.lw-level radioactive 
waste from the former F d d  urd- 
& proceaaing plant. 

The projected seven-year disposal 
pmcess w a g  nearly stalled by a law- 
suit filed last year by Paaadena, Tex- 
a6;based Waste Control Specialists 
(WCS), which wanted a piece of the 
$400 miition pie. 

The company, prevented by Texas 
law from obtaining the permits DOE 
requires af its radioactive dump sites, 
said it was unfairly excluded from the 
bidding process. 

Court dismisses suit 
But a three-judge panel of the 5th 

Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals disa- 
greed. 

It lifted a lower court injunction 
chat prevented the DOE fmm enter- 
ing into a disposal contract and or- 
dered the dismissal of the WCS law- 
suit. 

So now, barring any further appeal 
by WCS. the energy department and 
site manager Fluor Daniel Femald 
can resume negotiations with the 
ualified companies that bid on a 1 100 million dumping concract. the 

biggest art of the overall disposal 

names of those firms, but a leading 
contender is sure to be Clive, Utah- 
based Envirocare - which receives 
nearly all of the government’s nudear 
waste. 
“We welcome the news,” said Flu- 

or Daniel Fernald spokespenon Ka- 
thy Graham. “Althou h all of the 
implications of the J i n g  have not 
been worked out, it appears a truuble- 
some obstade . . . ha8 been lifted.” 

John Kyte, a Washington, D.C.,- 
based attorney representing WCS, 
said Friday he docs not yet know 
whether his client will appeal the case 
to the Supreme Court. 

Fernald cleanap deadlines 
Although the patentially prece- 

dent-setting lamuamt could have hin- 
dered cleanup efforts at DOE sites 
nationwide, the department’s immedi- 
ate concem was the Fernald contract. 

After eevenl missteps and cast 
o v e m  at thp F e d d  site, r e d d  
in part throu h a 1996 Enquitsr 
repart, the U%. Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency imporcd cleanup 
deadlines for the Fernald aite. 

One of these require3 DOE to 
begin shipping,tbe 1 million tons d 
low-level radioactive mate 6ff aite by 
Mar& 1.1999 - E date that would 
have been imposeibls to meet if the 
iRiunctlon had not been lifted by this 
fall, local DOE officials dd. 

project. 8 fficials would not reveal the 
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"Grant lo expinre Fernald site deveiopment " 

I Grant to explore Fernald site development 
From rmff me wtn reports 

A $262,000 grant from the US. Department of 
Energy will be uaed for planning economic& 
velopment UBBS o! the 8 l b  of the former 
Fem8ld uranium-proceesing plant. 

T h e  Energy Deperfment, which announced 
the grant Thuraday, hopes to conclude radbac- 
Uve cleanup of the 1,050-acre alte by 9005 and 
d e  the lssd svdlable Zor cornmunltg we. 

The grant wlll be funneled through the 
Farnald Community Reuse Orgenization - 
whlch the Energy Department areat& in 1996 - to provide economlc development planning 

eid to site WO~kftI-8 and nearby communities. 
The organlzstlan hm also received state sup 
ort to plan longterm uses of the Fernald site, 
El cludlnp possible use !or light industry or as a 
W k .  

Energy Depertment offlclsls said employ. 
ment at the site will be greatly reduced during 
the coming years as phsses of the cleanup work 
are completed. The m t  money Ls ale0 for w e  
to pmvlde 8asistance ta workere who wu1 lose 
their jabs. 

govemment'e pmduction eleeiAhsw of nucleat 
weapons from 1961 until lQ88. 

The Femald plant proceseed uranlum for the 

P 
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B CINCINNATJ 

Shareholder takes 
Chiquita to court 

A ehareholder fUed a lawsuit agalnet Chlqults 
Brenda Internetlansl Inc. Thursday, claiming pat ahareholdem would suffer fmrn Chtqulta’s 
Amproger end 1Ue-1” actlvity itl Central Amerl. 
P* 
k Bheusholder Helen Boady besed the laweult, 
illed in Wamllwn County Common Pleas Court, 
OD stories publlshad last week in the CLncinnan 
Enquirer on Chiquits’s polltical ellarts, labor 
practfces, corgorats etructure and envimnrnental 
record, particularly in Honduras. 

The lamuit nBme8 as dafetldsats the c o m p  
p, Chdrman Carl Lindner Ir., vice chainnaa a slth LLodnar and SWBfal diremora 

.* Chlqulta officials eald Thuredsy they kad not 
i b n  the lawault and could not comment. They 
ve dented wmngdolng In rmpomee to the  TU- 

1 

I$eo. 
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S & - O & ~  Chiquita: 3 lawsuits 
filed bv stockholders sue Chiquita 

over reports 
Three separate 
lawsuits charge 
mismanagement 
BY MIKE GALLAGHER 
a d  CAMERON 
MC WHIRTER 

The C i n h b  Enquirer director; Miver W. Waddell, di- 
Three stockholders of Chi- rector, and Steven G. Warshaw, 

quita Brands International Inc. director, preaident and chief o g  
have filed eeparate lawsuits erating officer. 
against the company and its The three lawsuits recount 
board of directors, saying they quesrtionable business practices 
violated theu duties by engag- revealed in an 18-page seetion 
ing in illegal acta, gross m’s- in Sunday’s Cincinnati Enquir- 
T W M ~  & abUE of COP er. 
prate control. They allege that the board of 

Sharekotder Helen bondy dkcctms d a t e d  hs “fidrrcimy 
filed her lamait Thursday, responsibilities” to protect the 
while Hal Bloomberg and Anne company, its assets. reputation, 
Shapiro filed theirs Friday. No and its shareholders‘ invest- 
addresses were provided in the ments. q e y  claim that Chiquita 
cour t  papers for the three and its &rectors were involved 
stockholders. Ms. Shapiro’s UI, perdtted, or should have 
lawyer said ahe lived in Pucnarn been aware that campany em- 
County, N.Y. None could be ployees w e d  UI activities 
reached for comment. such as: 

Wording of the lawsuits, . The bribing Of Colombian 
filed in Hamilton County Court g@Jmea t  officials to obtain 
of Common Pleas, ms ,,imdly access to a stateowned ware- 
identical. Named a8 dpJendmb house fadity h Violah Of the 
were Chiquira and all seven ups. FO‘feb C m P t  h C t i e 9  
member8 of the board: Carl H. Act. 
u & e r  Jr., chairman and chief b Routinely conducting sen- 
executive officer; Keith E. L i d -  a1 e P Y h  Of h ~ d o u 3  and 

Runk, director; Jean Head Sis- (Plea- see SUITS, 
co, director: William W. Verity, Page AS) 

ner, vice chairman; Fred J. t&C pesticides On its banana 

d 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A 1  h e  suits state. 
aops  while unprotected workers were “The C ~ W  has engaged in illegal 
in the fields. activitia. its corporate assets have been 

,Endangering & fives a d  health wasted, the value of its common stock 
of employees by the misuse of pesticides has been a b e m b  affected, he  ampa- 
and &e of ~c f r n n s  b m  a ny has been and will amtinue to be 
costa factoty by a ch,pita subjected to Litigation as a result of the 
subsidiary. wrongful conduct alleged, and the com- 

,mag a routinely pany has lost credibihty, its reputation 
mtak workers from me subsidiary to has been damaged. and its ability to be 
another to deprive them of benefits and Wmpetitive ha9 been SeriOuSlY under- 
prevent * agarrinn~ in - mined.” Ms. Shapiro’s lawsuit alleges. 

b Circumventing existing labor hsulta officials did not r m  
agreements by da@ fanns and em Friday to Enqrrirw questions about the 
ploying foreign military forces to rafe IawWi~. 
long-standing villages over the protest The bwrmits were filed on behalf of 
of Id reajdmb and inkmti~~I hu- the shareholders by Richard S. Wayne 
man rights organitstians. and Willlam K. Flynn of the Cincinnati 

it law firm Strauss & Troy. Each share- 
k s  business to anid digations. holder also has retained New York 

strucftae to -vent fmej nations’ IW- to reach Mr. Wayne and h4r. . 
l a n h r a h i p  and natun$senaity f l Y r m W e r e ~ ~ s s f u l .  
laws. Stanley M. Grossman, the New Y a k  

“No reamble individual could have lawyer representing MS. shapiro, told 
believed that the wmpany was iustified the Enquirer Friday that the “extenaive 
in iailing 10 m d m  and impose a d e  and welldocumented” newspaper arti- 
quate mechanisms and safeguards and des, dong with addrtianal information 
to investigate and correct the mialead- . obtained by the attorneys, prompted the 
ing, deceptive and illegal practices,“ Ms. quick legal action. 
Bondy‘s lawsuit stated. “It sounds,iike a v ~ y  serious situa- 

The lawsuits, called derivative com- tion at chiqyta and $??-e is just t?o 
plaints, a t e  that Wta directors, by m n  to w;ut when lfus dormahon IS 
fahg to halt illegal and irnproper ae. currently available,” Mr. Gmssman said. 
tions by company employees, left share- “Hopefully, these laws& will p n p t  
holders vulnerable to extensive h c i a l  m e  corrective action by the (Chiqllita) 
losses through potential lawsuits and board.‘’ 
state and f&ral investigations. Mr. Grossman said “it is still being 

The lawsuirs also cite the posu’hi l i ty  decided” whether Ms. sbapiro witl st- 
that an ongoing U.S. !jecurities and tend Chiquita’s annual stockholders’ 
hchange camrmssion investigation into meeting in Cincinnati on Wednesday. 
Chiquita‘a business practices d d  lead Arthur N. Abbey, the New York 
to substanrial hes, murtardtrcd s a c -  attamey representing Ms. Bondy, and 
tions and aimiaal prasecubon. Any or Marian P. R a m ,  the New York anor- 
all of those s would ham and ney for Mr. Blmmberg, could not brs 

diminish the share % Iders’ investments, reached for C ~ M L  

b ~ s g i s b g  companies with 

b Creatinp an international trust b~yen. 
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Difficult story 
does great service 

ht nic commcnd and d m l t  
vou &or tlie LhorouEhlv proics- 
sional, but also thortrughly 
courageous, rcpon on Chiauh 
Umnds. As sonicoric pcriphcral- 
\y involved in b e  protest!: 
;round thc mction of the vile 
lwers ofTncamichc. 1 wcll wal. 
ize ihc dilficuliy orgnthrrinfi' 
convincing informalion on such 
issues - as wcll as the r e p w  
cussions of doing sn. 

You have donc a prcat sei'. 
virc to oiircornrnunilv. I am 
proud lo bc an Enyrcirrt sub 
scribcr. 

PAUL KMTlER 
Plcawnt Ridgc 

Would the Enquirer 
investigate Gannet t ? 

As an advcrtjser and s u b  
scriber to the Enquire 1 an 
very upset that you would waste 
18 p w s  on a personal witch 
hunt of Chiquita and the lind- 
ners. Would yuu devotc as 
much space to an expnse on 
your parcnl company Ciannett? 
(Something nenlive surcly 
could be found.) 

I( is curious that the Wall 
Streer Journal did not evcn men. 
bon your articlc. 
Long Eve Ihc Lindnwi and 

Chiquita. 

GARY H O R W  
Wyoming 

Beginning of era 
in honest reporting 

I just read your incxdiblc 
"book' 011 Chiquila. I would iikc 

to confiratulmc thc Enquitcr k ~ r  
H superb joh on. finallvq sonic 
rcal rcprrriinfi iIbout our red 
consurnc~ woi.lt1. 

1 am a proicssor ol libcratioii 
ttre4o~y nlThomas More Col- 
Icgc. 1 also leach philosophy 
coiirscs. I constantly expose my 
s1udenLq tn not only thc Old and 
Ncw Tcshrnenis and Papal Doc- 
uments on World J u ~ c e .  but 
dtrcvmcnt lhcsc with as much 
rcccnt research as 1 can find. 

Your article and section comc. 
jusr in time for my students' final 
cxams. and thcy can now scc 
Lhal il's not just their a J m i s t  
prokssca with all his books wcl 
rescarch. but an issue that 
Catholic and other Christian 
university studcnls have a great 
opportunity to work on. With 
your work, 1 only hopc that this 
is a new cra in student aware 
nrss. work and influcncc on n 
more just globc. 

m P H E N  C. HOLl€H 
Harrison Township 

Carl Lindner has 
given much ta city 

You haw dcvotcd 20 p w e s  in 
onc day k) mearing onc of our 
city's most Lreasured citizens. 
his familv and rhc families of all 
who wnrk with him, 

Carl Lindner has built 
%hools. libriries. churchcs, 
niuscurns and hospilals, and has 
dvcn io ruuntlcss chariucs and 
individuals in our city. ?hcsc 
rrc~~d decdv would undoubtcdly 
[ill more than 20 paws of print. 

Think of h i s  city without Mr. 
Lindnur. his lamily and busi- 
ntfs~es. This man should bc 
d w d ,  not prsccutcd. 
With all his accomplislr- 

rnents. Mr. Lindncr has stated 
tiis proudest achiwcmcnl is ilul 
his rliildrcli arc Christiims. I n  :\ 
r i lv thnt pridcs itscll 01) mciml 
i ~ ~ l  Christian values. here is i l  
g o d  C:hri&n family rha1 pub 
lirly and privatcly suppnrls 
thew valurs. 

KENNEl'Hand 
KARENHERRY 

Andcrson Township 

Chiquita owes 
community answers 

I was surprisc:d lo sec a hcatl. 
line h a t  chdlcnged the busincss 
practiccs crlChiquiln. Ihc articlr 
was lcnglhy. well4ocurnentcd 
and very disturbing. 11 is not 
cwough for Chiquib to simply 
deny the Enquuinfs a l l c ~ t i o r ~  
'Ihesc issues dinjugtire to other 
~wople and to the wwironmcnl 
are very serious I \  is my h o p  
lhal h e  community will demand 
answels and not bc satis6cd 
until thcy are w e n  blithfullp 

I applaud thc inveutirrativr 
rcparkrs who wrotc thc iib 
depth article and lhe presidait 
and publisher of thc bhquirrr 
for having thc courap to print 
the story. 

PRlSClLUI MINKJN 
Anderson Township 

Print all the news 
that fits your needs 

HOW in world did you 
mer decide lo mount such n 
vcndeiu against C hiquih arid 
h e  Lindner family? You only 
looked for dirt, and no maacr' 
what you Eound. you bcni to fit 
your needs. 

I t c  been to Costa Hica and 

. I  

Readers respond to an 
hquirerinvestigation published 
last Sunday. "Chiquits: An 
empire built on controveny," 
for more readers' leners on this 
topic, please see page 85. 

wen Chiquit?'!: rcscwch facili- 
lics, prowssing plants and 
farms. Whcrr you driw through 
thc lam Rates. it seems you'vc 
lclt om poor country and 
Evrivcd at a wealthy nnc. nic 
mnlravl is such that those jobs 
and livina conditions arc dcsper- 
atcly sought d1ec 

I don't think I could work in 
chc fields. but I could sure live in 
thc housing pnwidcd by Chiqui- 
la Of coumc, maybe I was look- 
 in^ for one thing and Ihc 
Enquirer quite another. I'm diH 
msled bcyorid words. 

U N N E I X R O r r n M  
Amelia 

Time for Chiquita 
to change its ways 
Your report on Chiquita is not 

only a w e l l d e d  piccc ofjour- 
nalisrn. but R imiRcant conrri- 
bulicm lo thc banana workers of 
Central America. The work oT 
Enquirerrcpwlers Mikc (;ab 
lagher and Camcrori 
McWiirwr is a shocking confir. 
mation that Chiquita is acornpa- 
ny buih on rcpwsion and 
exploitation. Thc intcrnacjonai 
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attention that this reyurt is 
receiving nccrxsitalcq immrdi- 
ate pnance fmm Chiquila 
I'm Bendine copics of b e  

report to the National L e b r  
Cornminee. the Campaign for 
tabor Rights, Witness for 
Peace. Public Citizen and UIC 
U.S./Guatemala Labor Educa- 
tion ProjecL Tne Campaign for 
Labor Rights has issued an dm 
on this issue. 

Chiquita's dark secrets have 
been exposed, and the dissemi- 
nation of this information is pro 
ceeding quickly. Now is the thn 
for Chiquib to admit to its 
wrongdoings and chanw its 
W W .  

HRlSTIN PFABI 
Member, Cincinnati G n t n  

American Task Force and Latii 
America Awareness Group a 

Northern Kentucky UniversiQ 

Don't mistake your 
mders 89 naive 

The slant of your Chi- 
related "investigative reporling' 
hae taken the ar~ of making 
mountains out of malehills b a 
new low, I'm sure that your 
repartera are not naive to how 
international business - ape 
dally business in Central Ameri 
ca - works. Money is influ- 
ence, and influence b power. 
That holds true here in Cincin- 
nati, too. How else would thc 
banana merchants on Pete Row 
Way be displaced far a stadium? 

I recognize that I'm mixing 
appies and oranges. Howwer, 
the same is me in applying our 
judgments and values on other 
cultures. In the United States, 
we have political contributions; 
in Colombia, you label it a bribe. 

In ulc US.. wc have cminenl 
donrain; in Honduras, you calk 
i t  being evicted. 

Given Ule number of shrpf, 
leaving Central American pirts 
with Chiquib cargo on a daily 
ba,asis. it is not yurprising that 
cocaine made it an same oC 
hem. It is exemplary that their 
record is so clean. 

I don't think that your 
reporters arc naive; thcy were 
probably hoping chat thc 
Ennquireri readershi is naive. 
But we're not. 

WlLlMM H. SCOVlLU 
Mount hokou 

Bananafarmssee 
many improvements 

The Enqninfs May 3 special 
W o n  on Chiquita Brands 
International 1nc. mhepresenh 
he Rainforest AUiane's E M  
3anana Project and the 
,regress that has been made in 
eading the banana industry 
oward impmved conditions 
"Chiguita: h empire buii on 
:ontroversy"l. 
Thc Better Banana Project is 

UI independent, third-party cer- 
fiation program which has 
bstablishcd an exrensive set of 
:nvironmenLal and so&J uik 
ia for [arms and then approves 
hose operations that meet the 
igorous certification rcrquirc 
nents. Oiice c e d e d ,  farms are  
ispeckd on an annual and ran- 
tom basis by local conwmition 
roups to verify rontinued corn 
Gance. 
Among major banana cornpa 

ies, Chiquita took the lead in 
dopling environmental and 
~cial criteria into their lann 
ianagcrnent plans. It has been 

among h e  most brward think- 
inK companies. making mcasur 
able impnwemenw on farming 
operations lhroughoul Latin 
America. The Rainforest 
AUiance stands firmly behind all 
of Its certiljcations, inchding 
farms owned by Chiquita 

'Ihc Enquirer inaccurately 
statea that Chiquk is the only 
pruducer to haw been certibed. 
The Better Banana Project has 
certified many other indcpen- 
dent banana producers in Costa 
KCXI, Panama Entadur and 
Colombia 

The Gqltirerfails to higb 
light the significant and demon- 
strable improvrments that the 
Better Banana Project has initi- 
ated. Pesticide use has been 
greatly reduced on certified 
farms. Worker housing has 
been improved. Packing plants 
have been remodeled to make 
them &and more comfort- 
able. Plastic bags used to p m  
tect the h i t  as it matures were 
once a c o r n o n  sham poUw 
hnt; now certilied farms collect 
aII  plastic and m l e  motit of i t  

DANIELR KATZ 
Executive director 
Rainforest Alliance 

EdlWe note: 7%e Enquirer 
#id nd Ispod thut Chiquitu is the 
7nQproducato hat16 bem M- 
fed under the Bstter6bnana 
Irogmm. It rCpurZ8d that 74 of 
'he 81 bnnr cetified under the 
hogmm, m 91 $mat, were 
turned by Cliiquita subsidiaries 
T)rs numbm werspmvidsd @ 
he RoirttbwJi Alliance. ne mti- 
#Is a b  noted that ChiqUiloS 
rkidU.S. competitm. Doleand 
261 MOSt6. on not involved ia 
kepmgmm. 

I 
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Nigh-quality journalism 
increases quality of life 

When I taw the front of t h  

became a far more livable city. A 
major newspaper coiiunillrd to high. 
quality investigative journalism is 
essential to thc quality of lift: in any 
community of significance. The well- 
researched and carehlly presented 
Chiquita story dernonstrarcd that the 
Enquirer takes seriously its journalis- 
ric role to keep members of the conF 
rnunity informed about die operations 
of its institutions. even at the risk of 
taking on the city's most piiwerful cor- 
porate, cull'ud and sadill groups. 
Thank you for making Cincinnati a 
better placc to Livc. 

KRISIIN Dl'ER3CI-E 
Hyde Park 

Readers h a w  who 
performs honest service 

Regarding w e n t  atlacks on Chi* 
uita Brands lntcrnational lnc. and the 
Iindner family, it appears the Enquirc 
cr has decided to follow the school of 
"gotcha"journalim. William Ran- 
dolph H e m t  perfected this type of 
yellow journalirrrn which sensation& 
ked minor stories, bbricated lies and 
dietorted the truth. It is amazing to 
me that Cincinnati would support a 
neurspnper which is so intent on 
destroying one of ita I~ading c o p  
rare citizens and lemiliea. ' 

Where are the stories on the 8606 
Chiquita and thc Iindners have done 
for this community? Whcrc is thc bal- 
ance in showing the economic bene- 
fib of the company to the Central 
American counrries in which it oper. 
a m ?  Where are the stories ~ ~ i n g  
the unwarranted protcctionist policies 
of European nations which directly 
counter freebade principles and the 
idea of open markets? 

In an effort to sell newqnpers, the 
Equinr hae published distortions in 
the guise of community service. It is 
my h o p  that fhq#iwr r e d e m  will 
~ ~ ~ e n i S e  who has performed gem 
the. honest and $ithful service and 
generosity to this city and its peoplc. 
In this case. it is clearly not the 
Enquirer: ' 

DOUGlAS SLAGLE 
Maddm 

What's next, Delta 
aa a drug runner? 
Remember that pride comes before 

Scans to me I have seen and heard 
ecorieaalmutillegaldrug~ (cocaine 
speci6dy) bcingcadisc&ed after 
attempts lo ship them into Cincinnati 

a fnU. 

on Delta aircraft. W hcn is your "story" 
about Delta being a druhrutining 
operation (as you implied about Chiq- 
uita) goinK to be published? 1 cm 
hardly wail. In tho mcantimc, 1 mesa 1 
will have to keep myself current via 
other lwpercent factual sourcca of 
jnumalism, such a8 7% Jerry Spfi'nger 
Shotu 

WAJXER B0WLE-S 
Imeland 

Condemn Chiquita, 
ignore Clinton 

I 6nd it extremely interesting that 
the Catholic Church has not taken a 
stand on RePident Hill Clinton. la the 
Bishop from Detroit inore infcresled 
in Honduras than thc United States of 
America ["Catholic leader rips Chiqui- 
k" May 411 

PALILHJNSON 
Eastgate 

Catholic Church should 
return Lindner's money 

Your stmy detailing Chiquita's 
exploii*on of its Latin American 
workem was not surprising. Some cur- 
porations behave irnsponldbly. Profits 
&n take first place ahead of w o r k .  

In light of Demit's BishopThomas 
Gumbleton's statement affirming 
Chiquita's immoral practices in Latin 
America, I'm extremely disappointed 
that Archbishop Daniel Pilarczyk 
accepted Carl Lindnrr's $1.5 million 
aiff for our bcal Catholic schools. 

The gift was indeed generous and 
most surely needed by Catholic, 
inner-city schools, Cor computer 
equipment However. what are we 
teaching Catholic school children 
about sodal justice:: k:xploitation of 
workers is wrong c x c ~ p t  when the 
exploiter gives a lot of money lo our 
schools? 

The archbishop should return Mr. 
Lindner's mmw. 

DAVE VANDMER 
Fairticld 

Grchbishop's views 
bud& in paper 

ional comments receive page A1 , 
>old-beadline treatment and Cincin- 
lati's archbishop's response was 

W h y  did the Detmic bishop's sensa- 

Banana farm workers 
paid, treated very well 

1 am a former employer of Chiquitit 
and spcnt 18 months auditing its plan- 
lahoas in Panama. Honduras and COR. 
ta Rica. The working conditions were 
safe and clean, the employees were 
wcako and paid well and everyone 
menied quilr satisfied with their lives. 
Staled throulrhoul the Enquirer's 
rcport were slaternem saying the 
workers were being exploited and 
paid low wages. 

in Costa Nca, 1 know that Chiquita 
pays its lam workem three to four 
times what Costa Rican lanners and 
companies do. Plus, Chiquira &s 
thcrn housing, health insurance, pew 
tion and olher benefits and bonuses 
hat local businesses do not  Have 
your reponers check Chiquita's 
income statements and ask them if 
h e  workem are still being exploited. 

ta's efforts to open Europe lo its 
bananas, economies in Caribbean 
islands will be desbnyed and drugs 
win flow into the United %tear. So 
now, will Chiquita also be reaponsile 
lor crack in Cincinnati? 

While Chiquila is not run by Boy 
Scouts and may be guilty of serious 
h e s .  the gross subjectivity of the 
reporters tost their credibility with 
me. I find it ironic that a profitable 
company like the Enpuiret, which 
recently pulled the contracts of its 
independent pper deliverers to 
increase ita own profits and control, 
would endue a report on another com- 
pany which is losing money, "Power, 
money and conml." 

&a former Race Corps volunteer 

The report says that due ta Chiqui- 

- GERRYTHIEMANN 
Mount Airy 

Newspaper showed d 
courage taking on power 
In the ppst I have been very critical 

d Ule Knquiwrbecausc 1 am opposed 
10 almml ewryihing that Republicans 
re  for. Howcver, the artides on Chip 
riu took real murage on the Enquit. 
n5 p u t  My SOD is a newspaper 
rwortcr it) Gtllvevltrn and I know how 
iiffirult it is tcl go against the wedthy 
m e r  bi-okcra m a city. 'Illanks fur an 
mcellent job. . 

RICHARDASCHIADEN 
AUrOIil  

. .  ., ... . . . .  . .  
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By: Rachel Melcer 

Team digs up tales 
of Fernald exposure 
Workers' accounts 
stun DOE officials 
BY RACHEL MELCER 
The C i t i  Eopuirer 

No one ever tdd workers at 
the  former Fernald uranium 
processing plant that tbey 
shouldn't taste radioactive ma- 
terials. 

So. without knowing they 
were ingesting a carancgen. 
middle managers would mutioe- 
ly put a umnium d e  called 
"green salt" on tbeii 1- to 
check for the tdltale metallic 
taste of a good sample. At the 
heieht d the Cdd War. thev 

testing. their 
productivity 
r e c o r d s  
would sufrer. 
"Pm sure 

tbE!y wouldn't 
have dme It 
i f  t b e y  
tbounht  i t  

Gene was Janger- 
ous," said Susan h e y ,  assod- 
ate professor ab environmental 
health at the University d Cio- 
cinnati College of Medicine. 
Her story, -red trm in- 

terviews with former F d d  
workers, stunned a group of 
dficials Erom the Department of 
Energy (DOE), h e  Centers for 

(Ptease see FERNALD, 
Page A51 

wohed that if they seai sa& 
ples of poor quality to z lab for 

Fernald: Exposure tales Surface 
COXTINUED FROM PACE A 1  ry Elliott of NICSII. who has ques- attached to workers and used in Fer- "It niakes you won&, are we 
~i~~~ Gnboi a d  Prevention, the tioned former U~~~IUII p h t  workers d d  plants. He remembered reports iuissing something?' he sahj, 
~ ~ t i ~ ~ d  htihte fw  cup^^ at retiree picnics and through paael of tests being conducted ~n the or- sm! im,  tihi lotk health 
Safety and Health (NIOSH) and Agen- ~ ~ s c U ~ ~ U I S .  gam d workers wbo died after e x p  of people in and & FeK&J, is &, 
,-- for ~~k ~, ,hw~ a d  b w  
Registry. ical health monitoring program estab Energy should have those records. 

None d hem knrw that it liad tis%d lhrough settlement d a lawsuit 

the procedure in any training manual. ees, Dr. h e y  is responsibie for exist," he said. 
That's exactly why the tale is so asking questions about the plant to 

Guided by the F e m l d  Health El- "Jt's almost pitiful the amount o l  whatever information he c d d  obtain. 
iects Subcamnittee that met last information we have on levels of But even he can't f d  much of the "I even whalthe 
week in Harrison, scientists are exposure." said environmental con- data hidden by Cold War secrecy. mt0 a 
spending thousands of bows and sultaut Jweph Farrell, chairman of "There's a great body d informa- building to paint the * and it's all 
millions of dollars to recreate the the Health Effecis Subcommittee. tion out there that I don't even know ~ ' ? , ~ ' ~ e ~ ~ ' " ) ~  %,% 
caditions at Fernald when it \vas in "The only people who know w b m  exisk," Mr. Seligman said. 
hdl operation. They want lo know they've been and their exposures are At Hanford, a former nuclear ' V h -  rakes cmcem* 
w h  ms contaminated and with w ~ I .  the wMkers themseh-es." w e a m  pxjuctim site in Richland, "Alter years of sec~ecy and atraci- 

with those answers. W wifl be But some observers say that Wash., DOE conducted a -year k s ,  the direction thal yw (govern- 
xble to determine who was harmed br s h d  not be the case. search for records. Ten gears later, ment agencies) take is going (0 say a 
h m ,  a af m n -  Gene Branhanr, vim president of information is still g d a c h ,  said 1" about y c u ~  intentions. 'iou're p 
llioective Cootamioants. t1;e Fernald Atomic Trades Council, Mike Sage, deputy chief of the CDC mg to have to build a body d truthful- 

As administrator of a worker me& sure. He says the Department of hportant m w  trust. 
Louis Doll, Greater "We're spending money to recon- Building 

Paul Seligman, in charge of the who went lo work at 

reprelienlalive 
happened.  hey w d t  find record d agamst Fernald by its former employ- s t m  information that M d  already Fernald, says secrecy affefea- 

ed subcuntractors such as himself. 
de[unct 

important. form a working database. PrOieCt for ME. Promised to share uranium plant in the ma-1gms. 

wxm" he said* "you would 

"Things keep surfacina." Said Lar- r p c - t i l d  mnnittrrinn d-iircc that IITW Rgdirtinn Stlldipc Rnnrh ness here." 
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"IC Find7 Fault With Fernnld Xiring/Firing Pracricrs, Agnirr 
By: GenrRe Lnhsenz 

IG Finds Fault With Fernald 
Hiring/Firing Practices, Again 

In a replay of earlier problems, 
the operator of the Energy 
Uepartmont's Fernald site in Ohla 
ageln hae come under criticism for 
firing longtime workors to save 
money, only toquickly replace them 
with new temparary workers. 

Auditors with .the Energy 
Department's Office of Inspector 
General said the poor work force 
planning by Fluor Daniel Nanford 
resulted in DOE spending S 13.7 mil- 
lion for severance puymenrs to long- 
time workers and then spending an 
extra $7 million to hire new tempo- 
my workers. at least 39 of whom 
wen in rhe same job ClaSSifiCadOnS 
as tbe permanent employees let go. 

Beyondthe fiscal implications, the 

BYGEORGELOBSENZ 

DOE policy tbat longrime depart- 
ment workers be retained and rc- 
trained for ncw jobs wbenever pos- 
sible. 

Furtber. tbe IC's office said in a 
new audit report. DOE improperly 
reimbursed Fluor for S405,OOO in "un- 
reasonable" CosiS incurred by the 
company in biting and tbcn firing 
temporary workers. 

But b e  bottom line. the auditors 
said, is bar Fluor did not achieve the 
overall payroll and budget reducdons 
DOE has claimed for two rounds of 
layoffs arthe former uranium pro- 
cessing site since 1993. 

"The department reported that 

tween fiacal years 1994 through 
1996," the reponsaid. "Howevert rhe 
actual reduction in Fluor Daniel's 
slaffrng was considerably less than 
reponed." 

The auditors spid Fluor bad 2,412 
permanent employees when tbe first 
wave of layoffs rook place in 1993. 
And as of b e  end of 1997, Fluor hsd 
2,O 14 permanent employees on 
hoard-making for a rota1 work force 
reduction of only 398. 

The report also said tbe savings 
from that 398-worker cut were con- 
siderably eroded by tbe hirina of tem- 
porary workers at the s m e  rime. 

"A malor portion of b e  savings 
which might have accrued to thc be- 
psnmeni as a result of reducing tbe 
Fluor Daniel work force by 398 em- 
ployees was orfset by Ule $7 million 
increase in the annual cost of  tempo- 
rary workers," the auditors said. 

"Thereforc, instead of spending 
oudiidn said Fluor's actions violated 1,007 employees were separated be- (Continued on pslge 2j 
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“IG Finds Fault With Fernald Hiring/Firing PrrrcticcS, Again ” 
By: Genriye Lohsenz 
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HiringFiring Practices.. . 
(Conflnved trom pape one) 

5 13.7 million to reduce the work force by 1.007 employees as reponed. 
the department actually paid more tban $20 million lo reduce Fluor’s 
work force by only 398 employees,’’ they concluded. 

The auditors also expressed concern tbat wben permanent employ- 
ees were fired, bey sometimes were replaced-within days-by tem- 
porary workers performing lbe exact same job. For example: 

a Fluor separated an environmentalllab scientist 111 on August 21. 
1995, a1 a cost of $34,103, baving lbree weeks earlier hired an 
environmentalAab scientist IJl from a temporary service subconuac- 
tor. 

Fluor fired an informaiionlrecords specialist I11 on July 3, 1995, 
wirh a $17,223 severance package, baving bired a umporary informa- 
tionhecords specialist I11 two days earlier. 

Two infonneiion/records specialists 1 were fired in the summer of 
1995. with severance packages between 516,500 and 517,000. Fluor 
then hired temporaries in Ihe same job classificaiion only days or weeks 
later. 

“As of June 30, 1997. d1 four of Ilbose] subconlractor employees 
were still employed as ’temporary workers’ at Ibe Fernald Project,” tbe 
auditors noted. 

The repon said Fluor officials justified the replacement of tbose 
permanent employees on the grounds that it would have been coo 
expensive and time-consuming to train them for the new assignments 
&en on by the rcmporery workers. But the auditors noted Fluor bad 
been explicilly ordered by DOE to maximize he reassignment and 
retraining of permanent employees whose jobs were being eliminated 
due IO downsizing and changing missions at Femald. 

The 1G report, dated April I but only released last week. echoes 
criticisms made by the IG’s office in an April 1996 review of the fist 
round af layoffs at Fernald. The 1996 npon found &at Fluor spent S2.9 
million to separate 255 employees in October 1993. but lbal only a year 
later, all but 14 of lbe employees separated were eltna rehired or 
replaced by new employees with similar skills. 

’ In response to h e  1996 report, DOE officials acknowledged there 
were problems in Femald’s work force planning and pledged conec- 
rive actions. which Lhey said were reflected in he  second round of 
layoffs. 

However, DOE management tacitly acknowledged the problems 
ciied by the IG’s office in the second resmcturing effort. Following 
recommendations made by rhe IG ol‘Oce, the department shd it bad 
required Fluor io stop Ure practice of replacing permanent workers 
wirh temporaries, and ordered Fluor to consider its use of temporary 
service subcontractors when doing formal work force restructuring 
analyses at Fernald. DOE also promised to more closely monitor 
Fluor’s work force restructuring actions and use of temporary scrvice 
subcontractors. 

However, DOE officials rejected the auditors’ recommendation hat  
Lhey seek lo recover S405.000 lhey reimbursed Fluor for separation 
benefits paid to some workers. The IG’s office said payments tolaling 
$278,000 were improper because they went to pnmanenl employees 
who were find when Rum could have fired temporary workers in &e 
same job classifications who were not entitled to severance. The 
auditors questioned anolhct SI 27,OOO in severance payments Fluor 
made to seven workers who were hired as temporaries after the fist  
round of layoffs. made permanent employees and then fired in the 
ocmnd round of layofr~. UOE omclaI8 mill those payments were 
reasonable because they wen prompccd by circumsrances beyond 
Fluor’s control. 

. . . . . .  -.. 
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“Hilf Panel Kyeing NRC Oversiglif of DOE“ 
By: George Lobsenz 

Hill Panel Eyemg ARC 
Oversight Of DOE 

- 
BY GEORGE Loaswz 

A House penel has been considering slashing 
funding for-or even terminating-the Defense 
Nuclear Faciliries Safety Board and accelerat- 
ing a move coward regulauon of Energy Depart- 
ment nuclear weapons sites by Ule Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission. 

Documcnls obtained by The Energy Dally 
strongly suggebt the House Appropriations 
Committee’s energy and water subcommittee 
has been examining a transfer of DOE nuclear 
safety oversight responsibilides from tbe De- 
fense Nuclcar Fwilities Safety Board (DNFSB) 
to NRC. 

The possibility of sucb a transfer was raised 
in an April 24 letter to Rep. Joseph McDade (R- 
Pa.), chairman of the anergy and water subcorn- 

fConrinusd an peas 3) 
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House Panel Eyeing NRC Oversight Of DOE. .. - - 
(Continued from pege one) 
mittee. from six House members whose districts include 
major DOE nuclear sitcs. 

'Ihe bipnrlisan group of lawmakers cxpressed concern 
about such a transfer being loo hasly and urgcd that Cull 
funding be provided to h e  DWSB for fiscal year 1999. 

"While there have beer: suggestions that the Nuclew 
Regulatory Commission should lake Over the [DNFSB's] 
role, we believe Uicre are many practical and policy 
considerations Uiat would have to be considered in such 
R trnnsilion of responsibility," tbe legislarors told McDade. 
"At a minimum. Congrcss must carefully scrutinize any 
yuch proposal before approving such a aansitlon, and due 
to the crowdcd legislative schedule for this year, we 
believe Lhat no transfer of responsibility from the board to 
chc NRC should he contemplated ais year. 

"Now is also not the lime 10 withdraw resources from 
rlic board," Uiey added. "The rapid change in DOE's 
mission during the past few years. coupled with the loss 
of expertise from the defense nuclear complex as a result 
of retirements, layoffs and other downsizing activities. 
requires lhai we have ai\ agency whose technical judg- 
ment on nuclear safely matters is reliably accurate and 
forhright. The technical expertise of lhe board continues 
to be needed t~ provide added assurance to Ihe Congress 
and tbe public [bat DOE is implementing a sound pro- 
gram for the safe managemcnr of the production and use 
of defense nucleru materials, a pfognm that provides 
reasonable assurance of no undue risk 10 the workers and 
Be public. and protects the environment. Therefore. we 
urge the subcommittee to fully suppan the board's fiscal 
year 1999 budget requen for S17.5 million." 

Signing &e letter were Reps. John Sprat1 (D-S.C.). 
Nom Dicks (D-Wash.), David Skaggs (D-Colo.). Mac 
Thombcmy (R-Texas), Doc Hastings (H-Wash.) and 
Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.). 

Perhaps more important than tbose members' opposi- 
tion, sources told The Energy Daily that Sen. Pete 
Domenici (R-N.M.), chainan  of the Senate energy curd 
w a w  appropriations subcommittee, would oppose a n y  
mnsfer of oversight authority to NRC, at least lhis year. 

Domenici made his opposition known after McDadc 
wrote various DOE sites seeking their comments about 
NRC oversightand. according to one congressional source. 
suggesting Ule move to NRC regulation was "ineriuble." 

? l e  source said Domenici bad not made up his mind 
about tbe issuc but was "strongly inclined" to wait an- 
other year before irddressing any change in DOE nuclear 
safety regulation. 

Aidcs to Doinenici were not available for comment. 
Officials with the House energy and water approprie- 

tions subcommittee declined comment on their delibcra- 
tions. However. knowledgeable sources said while tho 
panel was exploring Lhe DOE regulation issue. it was not 
activety considering any legislation. 

' h e  DNFSB was established by Congresain 1992 as an 
nucicar sufciy. 'lac boara aoes not have regulatory au- 
thority, but does issue recommendations to DOE when it 
identifies safely concerns. If DOE does not accept d e  

independent check on DOE, whicb i a  self-regulating for 

recommendation, the board has the eurhotity to go l e  
president w compel DOE action. However, DOE bas 
accepted all  of the DNFSB's recommendations to date, 
and lhe board has played a key role in forcing DOE action 
on major Safety issues, mosi notably the stabilization of 
nuclear residues posing the tlirmt of explosion of serious 
radiation releases, 

However. DOE recently recommended ending irs self- 
regulation of DOE safety and transferring oversight 
authority-and key DNFSB elements--to NRC. DOE is 
pursuing several pilot programs wilb MZC to evaluate 
the COSLS and safety changes Lhai would be required at 
boLh NRC and DOE i f  that regulatory transfer was made. 

However, DOE did not envision making the full  uans- 
fer to NKC for years, citing the need v, develop regulatory 
standards and procedures with NRC. For their part, NRC 
officials have expressed concern hot  UIey would need 
substantial budget increases-in the tens of millions of 
dollars-to rake over DOE oversight. 

Another surprising aspecl of the mnsfer proposal i s  
Urat it is arising in an appropriations subcommittee-not 
the 8uUiorizing committees for DOE, which are supposed 
to make major policy changes. The House commerce and 
national security committees are the prime authorizing 
committees for DOE. 

In P related development this week, Energy Secretary 
Federico Pena wrote to Capitol Hill to register strong 
opposition lo another policy change reportedly being 
considered by McDade's subcommittee. In an April 27 
letter to Rep. Tony Hall CD-Ohio). Pena warned against 
any move io transfer cleanup of b e e  major DOE nuclear 
sires funded under the department's so-called closure 
account. The Mound and Fernald sites in Ohio and Rocky 
Hats sile in Colorado are receiving additional fundiog 
from Congress in a push to finish cleanup and close out 
all DOE activities by 2006. 

Members of the energy and water subcommitlee, no1 
pleased with lhe pace or efficiency of DOE's cleanup 
program. rcportedly were considering transferring 
Mound, Femald and Rocky Flats IO the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers. 

Hall. whose dlsuict includes Mound, raised concerns 
about the transfer idea and wrote to DOE asking for its 
view of any such transfer. 

In his response. Pcna pointed lo a host of problems, 
including safeguarding of plutonium at Rocky Flou, 
questions about the Corps' regulatory authority and 
technical capability 10 safely carry out high-level radio- 
active cleanup. and transfcr costs and delays ha t  ulti- 
mately could prevent closure of tbe siles by 2006. 

"In summary, we see a grcater number of probbms and 
few benefits from uansferring tbe (closure] program to 
another agency." Peno said. "Tbe cleanup work at 
sires is often complex and difficult. We believe b a t  
completing the cleanup requires hard work and honest 
communication. Tbere are no easy solutions to make the 
problems disappear. T m r f c r r i n g  tho program co onocher 
agency will merely shirt h e  problems to someone else." 

Officials at (Re energy and water dubcommitlee de- 
clined comment on lhe closure account issue. 
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Front Pnge 
"Penrr: JISOOM Cut Would Cripple DOE Clcnnrrp PrnRrnnl r' 

A $500 millloa cut to the EM FY98 budget request 
would crtpple the entire program for the foreseeable 
future, sa3ptary M e  told Rep. J o b  Spratt . 2 

PE6JA: $6001111 CUT WOULD CRIPPLE 
DOE CLEANUP PROGRAM 
Compliance Obligations. 
Closure Project, Jobs Would Suffer 

A $500 million cut to the Environmental Management 
FY98 budget request would force DOE to violate legal 
requirements; cause widespread delays in cleanup; 
increase costs; and cause significant job losses, essential- 
ly crippling the entire program for the foreseeable 
future. Secretary of Energy Fcderico Peda told Rep. 
John Spratt (D-S.C.), a member of the influential 
National Security Military Procurement Subcommiaee. 
In an April 28 letter to Sprag, Pella asserted a cut of that 
magnitude "would have a disastrous impact on our 
ability [o sustain a balanced environmental management 
program that meets our legal obligations; rnaintaias 
critical nuclear noa-proliferation activities; ensures... 
health and safety; and safeguards and manages weapons 
materials such as unstable plutonium," PeAa wrote. 

Spratt had asked Peas in a March 24 letter what the 
impact of a $500 million cut would be on the EM 
program. That request may be the source of N ~ W  that 
some members of Congress are, in fact, considering 
dashing the EM budger by a half-billion dollare. Suspi- 
cion immediately fell on Rep. Duncan Hunter (R- 
Calif.), the chairman of the Military Procurement 
Subcommittee who has previously suggested raid@ 
DOE'S EM budget to pay for military projects such 89 
the ballistic missiles defense program. Hill staffers, 
however, maintain it's too early in the budget process to 
be discussing specific numbers, and offer that Spratt's 
request might have been made in an effort to accurately 
gauge an appropriate funding level for the program, 
"Members ofien ask 'what would you do if we cut yam 
budget by this much, or added this much'," one staffer 
said. !'If DOE cams back and says a cut would mean 
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sacrificing compliance agreements, then they're probably 
not getting enough money. If they take an addition and 
come back with a bunch of silly stuff. they're probably 
getting too much." 

Compliance-Driven Work Would Grind to A Halt 

Pefia detailed for Sprart the compliance acrivities that 
likely would fall by the wayside in the wake of a $500 
million Cut, including: 

remediation activities along the Columbia River; 
transforming highly radioactive liquid waste into 
a solid, safe from for storage at [INEELJ: work 
to conduct cleanup required under the Superfund 
Law; treatment of radioactive and hazardous 
wastes; decontamination and decommissioning 
activities at Fernald and Rocky Flats; and char- 
acterization and treatment of groundwater con- 
tamination at a number of sites. 

Pelia conceded the department would make every effort 
to limit non-compliance, but added those efforts would 
likely include deferring activities designed to meet 
recommendations of the Defense Nuclear Facilities 
Safety Board, such as stabilizing plutonium at Hanford. 
Rocky Flats and Savannah River. 

A $500 million cut also would affect the department's 
accelerated cleanup strategy. "[Tlhe Department would 
be unable to implement its plans, as well as the direction 
of the Congress, to accelerate the closure of the Rocky 
Flats, Mound and Fernald sites. Deferring the necessary 
expenses to mitigate out problems only causes cleanups 
to be more expensive [and) more dangerous as condi- 
tions deteriorate." Pefia asserted. "In effect, we will be 
doing nothing more than saddling future generations with 
evm worse problems. " 

Domino-Effect Would Affect Most Projects 

In addition, he stated, the cut would have a cascading 
effect lhrOUghOUt the complex. "We cannot afford to 
have individual states feel that they are being forced to 
make unilateral decisions that could uliimately upset the 
balance of interdependent missions and potentially 
disrupt the DOE complex." he explained. :We are work- 
ing with our stakeholders to orchestrate the movement 
and disposition of nuclear materials to both cut costs and 
allow certain sites to close. A drastic cut ... would 
jeopardize our ability IU plan and implcincnt these 
intersite materials transfers, and cripple public confi- 
dence in the Government's commicment to safely and 
expeditiously dispose of these marerials. " 

Finally. Pella predicted that the $500 million reduction 
would require a reduction of force of about 280 DOE 
positions at headquarters and in the field, a situation that 
would "damage our technical capabilities and productivi- 
ty, and seriously challenge our ability to conduct effec- 
tive oversight of our contractors." In the cleanup pro- 
pram's contracting community. Pens added, more than 
7.000 jobs would be lost around the country. 

"The EM program budget has been essentially flat for 
the past few years, despite a substantial increase in 
workload," Pefia concluded. "We have made substantial 
management changes to increase productivity and reduce 
costs. We have made these improvements while meeting 
our legal commitments; maintaining the protection of the 
public, our workers, and the environment; and accelerat- 
ing cleanups. We cannot continue to achieve these goals 
with a substantial decrease in our funding."* 
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me First Annual.. . 
Ohio Field Office Business Forum 

Transitioning to an Aggressive Program. 
.for Cleanup, Closure, Revitalization 

at DOE-Fernald, Mound Lab 

May 11-14, 1998 
Kings Island Inn & Conference Center 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

' I . .  .the $hi)? at Fernald now is io achieve closure.. .it will be more dramatic toward 
bringing on outside contractors.. .. Right now, about 40% of our budget-$IOO 
million-goes to outside contractors ... that will go up to 70-80% as we get to 
closure.. . 

John Bradbunre 
President 
Huor Daniel Femald 

I1 

Speakers include: 
J James J. Fiore, (Acting) Deputy Assistant Secretary, Environmental Restoration, DOE-EM 
J Robert DeGrasse, Director, Office of Worker & Community Transition, DOE 
J Leah Dever, Manager, Ohio Field Office, DOE 
/ Jack Craig, Director, Fernald Environmental Project, DOE 
J Nat Brown, Director, Miamisburg Environmental Management Project, DOE 
J John Bradburne, President, Fluor Daniel Fernald 
J Pete Heckman, President, Babcock & Wilcox of Ohio 
J . . .plus key Fernald, Mound program managers, stare and federal regularors, 

local oflcids.. .and more 
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DOE plans tour 
of Fernafd 
The U.S. Department of Energy 

will hold a tour of (he Fbmrld dm for 
all interested arakehaldm at 6 p.m. 
@ST, last time) Tuesday, Mny 1% at 
the Alphe buitding. "he tour Will l tst  
about two hours. To ngirm, a l l  

The Citizens' Adviroty B a r d  on- 
sire issuea committee will meet at 6 
p.m. Monday, May 11, at rha Jamralr 

committea will mmt 81 7:30 p.m. 
Mey 11, and (ha CAB efficisncy 
committee will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, M a y  14, a1 the Jamtck 
building. The full board will mcel 
from 8:30 a.m. ta noon at the Alpha 
bu Wing . 

For mare infotmrtion, call  

1-513-640-5883. 

building. ThC CAB off-sltc lMUW 

1-513-648-3153. ' 
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"Emphyees at Ferndl once tavrcd uranium snits " 

Employees at Fernal 
once tasted .uranium salts 
CINCINNATI 

Workere at a U.S. Department 
of Energy lant that roceeeed 

once routinely tasted radioactive 
uranium &ring the E old War 

Monda . 
Mid& managers at the former 

Feed Mater ia le  Production 
Center a t  Fernald would put a 
granular uranium hexafluoride 
eubetance called "green salt" on 
their taaguerr to check for the tell- 
tale metallic bate of a p o d  aam- 
ple. The warned tbst if 

to a lab for teatin em pmduc 
tivity m a n i a  wo& e-r. ' -"I rn sure they wouldn't have 
done it ifthey thought it was dm- 
geroue," said Suean Pihney, an 
aesociate profeeeor of envyan- 
mental health at tbe Univereity 
of cilrcinnati. 

%ewe with the former Ferneld 
workers to he1 determine long- 

tinued expoeure to radioactive 

they B e l l s  d c  q d &  

She ia helping to compile inter- 

term health e # ecta, of their con- 
. '.I. . , ht5rialsl. .. . 

Ener%y 

i 

The A t o m i c  
Commieeion, now part  o f t  e 
Energy Department, operatad the 
Fernald site during i ta  earl 
year8 and failed to share wit 
workers ita infannati~fi about the 
health hazarde of radioactive 
materiale, Branhem said. But - 
ewe-the-art infomtion in the 
1960s waen't what it ie now, 
Ener Departnient tipokeaman 

"I dnn't think it WAR e&& 
body's policy that you should.{;, . 
etickin -:green ealf  iii;'you? 
mouth." lkorpn added * . . 

Braaham, nce presihknt of the 
Fernald Atomic Trades and 
Labor Council, hae acjrked at the 
Fernald site eince 1952, ebopt a 
year afier it started proceeeing 
uranium for the governmeat'a 
production elaewhere uf nudear 
weapana. The socailcd m n  salt  
was ueed in praducin,: uranium 

i"gduction ended ir. 1989, but 
the cleanup of radio xtive con- 
tamination at FemalZ s expected 
to take until at le& :?,J6. 

The union malition hying to 
ueemble all the work ",-- 

-tin it can by 3 .:~e= 
rnaksng q u e  .3 k t h e  
Energy epartmen: 3ranham 
maid. 
He euggeeted that . *e  depert- 

ment muat have the .. .r"ormation 
aornewhere because t .  has been 
collecting data about ::atha and 
sickneesee ofworkere -. ita umni- 
urn-handlwg sites f'. decades. 
Morgan eaid t h  Energy 
Department filee BY xtexuive 

, . ,  . .  Kml&an said, . .  . 

but not all-anarmps. ' 1. 

NO. 828 p81W812 

846 



- 85/12/98 12:33 PUBLIC RFFFIIRS + DOUG SRRNO 

May I t ,  1998 
Cincinnati Enquirer 

"Lindner money slrnwv up nl Pops'' 
By: Jim Knippcnberg 

Pnffs CI 

;'Lindner money 
' shows up at Pops 
: I  

I . Merciful heavens, look what just 
popped up. .  . a wad of money from 

1 IMr. Carl IhQlrer. 
' 1. Youll r e d  Sunday's Wst! item: 
'1 lThe Iipdner o -tion was to 

rt.Orchestra Valendne's special to the 
': tune of S250,OOO. It was to tape in 
1 .Novemberandairh 1999. 

' bankroll a PBsI7ClpcinnBti Popa 

Fme. Then the 
Enquirer's 10page 
section aramiDing 
Chiqulta business 
pmctinshit the 
streeb May 3. On 
May 4, a Iiodner 
rep n o t M  the 
CSO that the mon- 
eyaraawithdrewn CarlUndner w ~ f i q r t i l a  

president and publiaher H m y  
Wbipple bon the CSO Lard. 

Pad mds behind that item. No 
one-nottheCSO, nottheLind- 
nem aat CPO muac director Eiicb 
I b d  -denies Ita accmcy 

Butwhata&€fmnceaduy 
makes. Sometime before 11 a m  
Monday. the gift waa reinutnted. No 
one will furnish detailg, but on M o p  
day PDPS conductor Erich Kurecel 
asswed psstl via a letter that the 
moneyk now there: 
"I would like to emphasize b&y 

(psstl added the Italics) that all hd- 
' hg requested fram Mr. Lindner ia in 
'Rhce,andweareproceedingwith 
' PBsinourplans." 

Meaning that the money reap 
' peared %&,we add CSO 
spokerrmanRoeemg.yWestheR? 

P'fNO brthercomlnalt" same 
* I  r e e p a ~ h K U n t e l ~ d C S 0  
'execulivedirectorSleva,Mondar. 
J "  Meanwhile,anaaxinoaeofLin& 

hdgcampaniee,oneoffowg~~l~e~ 
Idor the Sunday itan, mbmx %e 
*' money ti there urn, Iguesa it- 
Sunday, but no one hen knm lip. 

b o h t &  WRhnrmnl 'Td hbh@ 
' you oul"ehe said Mordw, "but m a  
' tmowIamteommmt" 

t t  

. .. _" . 
NO. 020 

-. 
P011412 . 
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"Cnrp.s may take over Fcrrlnll cleanrV " 
B.y: Paul Earlon 4, 

Corps may take over Fernald cleanup 
Groups oppose moving 
job away from DOE 
BYPAULBARTON 
Enquirer Washington Bureau 
WASHINGTON - A key con- 

gressional committee reportedly is 
COtISidedng shiftmg control of the 
cleanup of Fernald and some other 
former nuclear weapons srtes from 
the Energy Depamnent to the U.S. 
Army Corpa of Engineers. 

Such a move - supposedly being 
contemplated by the House energy 
and water appropriations subcommit- 
tee - has been the subject of recent 
articles in trade publications chat fol- 
low the Department of Energy (DOE) 
a d  cleanup issues. 

Rep. Rob Portman. R-Terrace 
Park, whose congressional districtk- 
cludea Fernald, is a180 aware of the 
reports. "We understand it is  a very, 
v h y  preikninary proposal and it is 
something the appropriation subcom- 
mittee is just kind of batting around at 
this paint." said Portman aide Brian 
Besanceney. 

"We would have to very carefully 
evaluate any suggestion of transfer- 
ring control to determine whether it 
would have a negative impact on the 
cleanup schedule." 
Elizabeth Mona. spokeswoman for 

the House Appopriations Commit- 

tee, said it was still too early in the 
budget process to say whether the 
idea would be considered. 

Preliminary or not, the idea has 
sparked concern from activists. 

"Absolutely MC. Over my dead 
body," said Lisa Crawford of Fernald 
Residents for Environmental Safety 
and Health when asked about the 
idea. 

"1 don't think they have the exper- 
tise for dealing with the nuclear 
waste issue." 

Last year, however, Congress 
gave the corps control over 46 sites 
nationwide that have low-level con- 
tamination left over from early nucle- 
ar #weapons production activities. 
Those sites make up the F U S W  
program, short for Formerly Utilized 
Sites Remedial Action Program. 

The poaibility of giving the corps 
control over more substantially con- 
taminated sites also worries Rep. 
Tony Hall, &Dayton. 

The Mound Plant, in Mr. Wall's 
district, is reportedly one of the sites 
that would be shifted to the corps' 
control along with Fernald. 

Fernald and Mound are both part 
of the Energy Department's acceler- 
ated cleanup or closure program, 
sites scheduled to be cleaned up by 
2006. 
Mr. Hall said in a letter sent last 

month to Energy Secretary Federico 

F. Pena that it would be wrong to 
think the corps could handle sites 
such as Mound and Fernald just be- 
cause it was supervising the cleanup 
of smaller-scale sites. 

"While I am a strong supporter of 
the corps' good work. I believe that it 
is premature to reach a conclusion on 
the success of the FUSRAP program 
transfer," the Hall letter said. 
The Oil, Chemical and Atomic 

Workers International Union recently 
sent a letter to Vice President AI 
Gore protesting the idea. 

The union, which said its views 
were similar to those of the Fernald 
Atomic Trades & Labor Council, said 
there was "no evidence this proposal 
will save money, and worker and 
communities will face potentially 
greater safety risks." 

The Energy Department has built 
up too much expertise to take the job 
away from it now, the union said. 

"Absent the transfer of DOE'S 
nuclear safety expertise, the place- 
ment of responsibility for managing 
nuclear material in the US, Army 
Corps of Engineers is ill-advised, if 
not irresponsible," the letter to Mr. 
Gore said. 

The Fernald plant processed ura- 
nium for the government's production 
elsewhere of nuclear weapons from 
1951 until 1989. 
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A Common Interestdlean WMer 
Clean water may be sarnethmg most 
of us take far granted, but the 
employees a t  rhe Fernald 
Environmental Management Project 
W it vg, serioudyThey recognize 
that cleaning up the water is one of 
the most important challenges facing 
the US. Department of Energy 
(DOE) and Fluor Daniel Femald the 
company managing the cleanup. 

Their challenges include extracting 
uranium fmm both the Great Miami 
Aquifer located 
beneath the site. and 
fmm rainwater tunoff 
genmted from other 
cleanup .activities. In 
1993, DOE and Ruor 
Oaniel Fernald 
converted a building 
slated for uranium 
processing into a 

New technologies in 
place at Fernald will 
clean the water much 
faster than previously 
expected According 
to Cathy Glasmeyer; 
jug one member of 
the talented team of 
Fluor Oaniel Fernald 
chemical engineers, 
original estimates 
indicated it would take 
about 27 years to 
mat the water: 'The 
new terhnoloxies we 

watvveatmerlt plant 

The process they use to treat the 
contaminated water m u n d i n g  the 
Femald site is similar to the pmess 
found in home water softeners 
except this ion exchange removes 
uranium instead of wafer "hanfnesr" 

Glassrneyer and appruximately 50 
other employees work in Femald's 
water tnxtment ficiirty "It's gieat to 
work with a group of talented, 
dedicated people who have a 
common goal - cleaning up the 

water," Glassmeyer 
said. "I have been 
warking on ths project 
for almost four years 
and it's rewarding to 
see the progress that 
has been made." To 
date, they have treated 
more than 8 billion 
gallons of water 
and  r e m o v e d  
approximately two 
thousand pounds of 
uranium. 

"I have worked at the 
rite for more than 
thirteen years," added 
Glasmqec"k hastruly 
been a rewarding 
experience. Not only 
have I earned a 
masters degree 
through Fernald's 
education p m p m  but 
I n o w  teach 

envimnmental courses to college 
sfudents. I h m  also had the plcaswe 
of edueting hundreds of elementary 
students about the FemJd cleanup. 
Fernald is a great place to work 
because I bow my do& are naUy 
mabng a difference." 

are impkrncGin at Fernald will 

m i n  the next I O  p a n "  she said. 
"As a matter of fact a new module 
being added to the m e r  treatment 
facilny this spnng will more than 
double our capacity to treat water'' 

now allow us to f nish the project 
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"Transitionhg to an Aggressive Progmm for Clennup, Clmirri~ & Revitiilizntion nf DOE- Fcriiiilil, MtrctnJ 

Transitioning to an Aggressive Program 
for Cleanup, Closure b Revitalization 

at DOE-Fmald, Mound Lab 
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?fEnvlmnmentd grOUp loosens pesticide stanr/ardr“ 
By: Cnmernn Mc Whirter nnd Mike Gallugher 

N0.837 p884/805 

Chiquita: Environmental 
group loosens standards 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A I  
law. 

But the alliance’s previous- 
ly  issued “General Roduction 
Standards” held producers to 
a higher standard. If a cheml- 
cal is not registered for use in 
the United States, it m o t  
be used on farms m the Unit- 
ed States but may be used on 
produce being shipped from 
wemeas. The list of banned 
chemicals is far shorter than 
the List of chemicals not regis- 
tered by the EPA or authw 
nzed by the European Union. 

The Enqvirer reported 
May 3 that several pesticides 
on Chquita’s own list of a p  
proved chemicals were not 
registered for use in the Unit- 
ed States, Canada or one or 
more nations of the European 
Union, in contradiction to 
stated Rainforest Alliance pol- 
icy. 

Those pesticides included 
bitertanol, sold as Baycor, a 
pesticide that Chiquita and its 
subsidiaries use in aerial 
spraying. Both the campany 
that manufactures the prod- 
uct as well as the EPA stated 
that bitertanol is not, and nev- 
er has been, registered for 
we in the United States on 
bananas or any other Crop. 

Under the standards re- 
leased Tuesday, pesticides 
used by Chiquita subsidiaries 
that were in violation of the 
previous d e s  are now per- 
mitted. 

Since 1993, the Rainforest 
Alliance and Chiquita have 
worked on the ECO-0.K. - 
ktter  Banana program, an 
environmental certification 
designed to assure protection 
for workers and the environ- 
ment on Costa lUcan farms of 
Chiquita’s subsidiaries, Corn- 
pania Bananera Atlantica 
Ltda, (COBAL) and the Chid- 
qui Land Co. The ro 
originally called dh-fi: 
but later changed to “Better 
Banana,” has since expanded 
to Chiquita Bubsidiary farms in 
Panama and Colombia. Of 81 
Latin American farms in- 
volved In tbc program, 74 are 
Chiquita subsidiaries. The  
f a q s  pay for the allianee’e 
certdication process. 

Eric Holst. New York coor- 

dinator of the alliance‘s Better 
Banana program, would not 
commment on the statement 
issued Tuesday, except to say 
that it had been approved by 
Chiquita. 

Joseph Hagin, Chiquita’s 
vice president for corporate 
affairs, did not return calls 
Tuesday. 

The alliance statement 
made no reference to an En- 
quirer finding that Chiquita 
also conducts aerial spraying 
of banana farms while the 
workers are in the fields - 
another violation of the alli- 
ance’s environmental policy. 

In a story published May 3, 
the Ehqwirer reported that 
workers are exposed to pesti- 
cides through aerial spraying 
on Chiquita subsidiary farms 
in Costa Rica - and all these 
farms are certified under the 
Better Banana program. The 
newspaper quoted workera on 
Chiquita subsidiary farms. 
For that story, Mr. Holst 

told the Enquirer, “We re- 
quire that worker8 have pro- 
tection from the ap lication of 

violation.” 
The Enquirer also pub- 

W e d  etatements from tape 
recordings made from internal 
Chiquita voice-mail mesaages 
in which company officials dis- 
cussed that Chiquita subsid- 
iaries are conducting aerial 
spraying while workers are in 
the fields. Those tapes were 
provided to the Enquirer by a 
high-level source in Chiquita’s 
Cincinnati headquarters. 

In the United States, aerial 
spraying while worketa are in 
the fields is banned by the 
EPA. EPA spokeswomen De- 
nise K e r n  said the EPA will, 
on rare 0ccasions, allow an 
individual dressed in full safe- 
ty gear to “Dag” for a mp- 
dusting airplane, but all other 
workers are removed. 

Asked why the EPA had 
such regulations, Ms. Kerns 
said “because of the acute 
readma to pesticide applica- 
tions nf this kind and also over 
time, you have all kinds of 
CWC effects that creep up 
for the workers, 80 we simply 
don‘t pennit it,” she said, 

chemicals. That cearly P is a ’ 
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"Renders' Views. .. Cliiqiiit(c SECRETS R c v e d d '  

Investiga tian 
was long overdue 

Thc spale of renders' lei- 
tcrs condemning the Ewuir- 
srf  investigation of Chiquita 
Brands In tc rnahal  Inc. con. 
firm that Cincinnati has lived 
with R repressed and cotlIo- 
mely sycophmtic prew for 
so long its citizens havc no 
idea what thc press is lor. 

A city does nor bctome 
"bener" by virtue o( media 
avoiding slorics which reflect 
badly on the local situation, 
serving up only "positive 
news coveragc to meel (its) 
Sunday morning rcader" 
I"Don't drag our city down 
with anacks," May SI, but by 
exposing problems 90 that 
they can he addressed and 
correctcd. 
Yes, "it'a a shame that the 

Bnguirar ha8 to beat up one of 
ita own friends," aa one read- 
er wrotc /'We should pro- 
mote our local busineeses"). 
Bul it has been a c o y  and 
corrupting friendship. 

The question no one has 
asked -and the investigative 
rcpott I'd really like lo scc - 
is why it took lhe Enawim 80 
long. 

G.L FRANK 
Clitton 

Revealed 
Chiquita improves 
workers' way of life 

In response Lo the allega- 
tions publishcd by thc 
Enquirer rerrardinn Chiquila 
Drande lnrcrnalional Jnc., I 
~pecilically take issuc with 
the allegation of B murder, 
and a destroyed village and 
other human rights viola- 
tions in Cliiquita's Latin 
American operations. 
Having traveled in Latin 

America as a missionary. I 
have wilnesscd firsthand 
some of the most desolate 
meas of lhesc lhird-world 
:ountries. 
The horrible living and 

working conditions are 
wyond imagination lo Lhose 
3f us in the United States. 
For those who are employed. 
wages are extremely low. and 
ienefits nearly unheard of. 

However. the meager con- 
ditions havc steadily 

incrrascd wrr tlic years. 
This is due in largc part to 
the presence of businesses 
like Chiquila in Lalin kneri- 
ca. Chiquita had bcen ii 
leader among Amcricali cor- 
porations in hclpinrr advance 
devclopmcni and improve 
labor and living conditions 
throughout Latin America. 

The hundreds of millions 
of dollars contributed to the 
national and local economies, 
infrastructure and numerous 
religious and charitable orga- 
nizalions have increased the 
quality of life, not ju,t for 
Chiquiu employecs, but for 
the enlire country. 

Chiquita is one of thc 
largest private cmployers in 
Panama; Honduras and Cosu 
Kica. previding unusually 
high wages and excellent 
benefits, including education, 
housing and child care. and 
even large Christmas bonus 

hi 1996, I spent a week in 
Latin America at Christmas- 
time handinfi out small 
"shocbox" giftv containing 
shoes. toolhpaste and Hot 
Wheels to nearly 10,000 fami- 
lies. 

For most of these children, 
i( was the first "gift" they had 
:ver received. and their 
largc, brown eyes could not 

cs. 

help but rcvcal thcir excilc- 
mcnL It brought tears LO my 
eycs. 

The prescnced success- 
ful, ethical businesscv like 
Chiquita -.businesses that 
care about their employccs 
-make it possiblc for the 
childron of the thousands ol 
workers it employs to share 
this same joy. 

DAVID R WVCDON 
Clifton 

Philanthropy 
may not be genuine 

1 hope that your report that ' 

Carl Lindner is withdrawing - 
his S25O.OOO gift to the Cincin- 
nati Symphony Orchcstra .for 
a Pops' Valentine's Day con- 
cert is incorrect I"lindncr 
company yanks SZ5O.OoO gin 
to CSO," May lo], 

I thought that besides 
being a darn good businefw- ' 

man. he was also a genuine .', 
philanthropist, Guess I was ', 

just naivc. 

PATRlClA M. HEIM': , 

Editoi'e note; l%cgi#j+vrn , 

ME &&er was ninstuled. ,; 

Culerain Township 

. .  4G 
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By: Bill Loveless 

PEfJA WAFINS CLEANUP MOVES WOULO FAIL 
Energy Secretmy Fedsrico PeAa last week warned that 

transfening three of DOE'S major cleanup projccts to the 
Army Ccups of Engineers or another federal agency would 
cause a number of problems. including uncertainty over the 
handling of nuclear materials ai department facilities and 
delays in restoring department sites to other uses. 

Separetely, the Oil, Chemical Bt Atomic Workers I n m a -  
tional Union sent a letter to Vice President Gore criticizing 
the idea o f  reassigning the three projects - the Mound Site 
and the Femald Environmental Management hoject. bath in 
Ohio, md the Rocky Flats Environmental Technology Sile in 
Colorado - to the A n n y  Corps. The union, which represents 
worken at Mound and seven other DOE sites, said it under- 
stood the Pemald A t d c  "bdes & Labor Council and the 
United Steelworkers o f h a i c e  at Rocky Flats share its 
concorns. 

Pefle, in an ApnlZ7 letter to Rep. 'Ibny Hall. D-Ohio, 
whose diatrict includes Mound, predicted that msferring 
the projects lo another agency would result in "a greater 
number of problems and few bensfits." "The cleanbp work at 
these sites is often complex and difficult. ... 'here a~r: no easy 
solutions to mako the problems disappear. 'binsferring dto 
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"Perm Worm Cienntrp Moves W d c l  Fd" 
By: Bill Love1es.v 

program to another agency will merely shift the problems to someone else." 
Last month. Hall wrote Fens expressing concern o w  a suggestion by Rep. Joseph Knollenberg, R- 

Mi&., a member of the House Appropriauons ~ommitlee, that Congress uansfcr from DOE to the Army 
Corps responsibility for cleaning up the three sites UUFL. 13 April, 11, Congress took similar action last 
year, when it transferred DOE? Formerly Utilized Shes Remedial Action Romm to the corps. 

Pena told Hall that shifting Mound. Fernatd and Rocky Flats - whose cleanups DOE expects to 
complete by 2006 - from the deparrment would raise a number of questions. including how it would 
affect [he depanmcnt's mandate under the Atomic Energy Act to manage weapons grade plutonium and 
other nuclear materials. 

"We take these duties very seriously and do not believe ihcy should be transferred to another agency 
wtrhout extraordinary consideration given co issues such as conduct of operations, separation of civilian 
and military agency rules and responsibilities. safeguards and security, and the iechnicd aspects of 
working with radioactive materials," Pella said. 

depamnent plans to integrate with those at Mound, Femald and Rocky Flats. 'The department has been 
working IO ensure cost-effective management of wastes by integrating treatment and disposal of nuclear 
waste among departmental sites co avoid duplicating capacity for similar was~cs;' the secretary said. 
"Transferring responsibility to another agency could disrupt this integration. Moreover. the necessary 
inrepetion betwesn two agencies and budgels would require more resources being devoted to bumnu- 
cracy, instead of cowards accomplishing the cleanup." 

P e h  also raised some of the snme cancerns DOE bas cited in regard 10 the congressional decision 
to move FUSKAP to the corps. For example, he said it is unclear whether another agency could provide the 
indemnification that DOE extends to icS cleanup contractom through h e  Price-Andenon Acr "It is also 
unclear," he s i d ,  "what rcsidual liabilities the department would incur for nuclear materials at closure sites 
under the [Atomic Energy Act], the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability 
Act and other statu1es." 

OCAW Resident Robert Wages raised similar concerns in an April 24 letccr to Gorc. "First, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers has no experience in managing or processing uitium, plutonium or radium 
bearing sludges, special nuclear materials that must bc carefully managed at these three sitcs:'Wagee said. 
"By conuast. DOE rerains a substantial level of institutional competency and memory, which can be drawn 
into solving complex, safety and technical challenges. Absent the transfer of DOES nuclear safety exper- 
tise, the placement of responsibility for managing nuclear malerial in the [corps1 i s  ill advised, if not 
imsponri ble." 

According to OCAW, the move also would circumvent a law passed by Con&ss in 1993 - and 
cosponsored by Gore - chat requires DOE and i ls  contractors to convert forme nuclear-weapons wmkws 
into snvimnmenlal cleanup workcrs. 

Among its other complaints, OCAW mainrained that interest in the uansfcr "appears to be pan of an 
effort - commenced last year with the movement of PUSRAP - to dismantle the Dcpanment of Energy 
thruugh the appropriations process." - Bill Lovelcss 

Another concern is how chc change would affect other cleanup operations at DOE. many of which h e  
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"House Panel Vote On Defense Wiwrks DOE" 
By; Jeff Barber 

HOUSE PANEL V U E  ON DEFENSE WORRIES DOE 
DOE officials criticized the House National Security 

Cammiltee's decision last week to direct the department lo 
apply nearly $341 million in prior-year appropriations to its 
FY-99 defense programs budget, saying the money has 
already been committed. 

day, the panel agreed to provide $4.5 billion to DOE'S 
defense programs, $17 million below whal h e  adminism- 
tion had sought. 

The panel'e decision. however, to include Lhc $341 
million in so-called "uncosted balances" in fact represents a 
significant cut in program funding, because h e  money is not 
available, apncy sources said. 

Commirtee members wen apparently persuaded by a 
General Accounting Office analysis thdt assumed the Defense 
Programs division would have Ute money available. DOE 
sources. however, said GAO's conclusions w e n  flawed 
because they wen based on the spending rates reponed by 
Ute division in the first quaner of IV-97 and did not take into 
account DP's plans to increase the rate of spending in FY-98 
on key provisions of the science-bascd stockpile stewardship 
pmgam. the agency's S45-billion effon to ensun the 
reliability of  the nuclear arsenal under a Comprehensive Tat 

In an Fy-99 defense authorization bill approved Wednes- 

N0.858 P884/887 ' 
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Inside Energy 
Frrm Puge 
"House Pond Vole Oir Dcjense Worries DOE" 
By: J e t  Bather 

Ban Treaty. "This amounts to a $341-1nillion cut in the prcrgrilm.). one sourcc said Thursday. 'The money is 
simply not rhcrc nnd at the end of this fiscal year wc will not havc m y  uncosted balances." 

Sourccs said that unless reversed. the cornmillee's action would severely impact the stockpile steward- 
ship prograin and could jeopardize its abiliiy ttr meet key program goals. 

The news aut  af the committee was much better far DOE's environmental management programs, me 
panel recommended $5.8 billion for cleanup work in FY-99. nearly $1 8 million above the administration's 
request. The committee's mark includes $5.7 billion in new budget authorization and the use of mughly 
$94 million in unappropriated funds from prior years. 

Included in the hill is $ 1  billion - $40 million above the request - for the department's Defense 
Facilities Closure Projccc a separate accoulll set up to fund the completion of cleanup work a i  the Rocky 
Flats Environmental Technology Sire in Colorado and the Mound and Fernald sites in Ohio, 

The bill provides $1 billion - $38 million ahove the request - for consauction and site completion 
at other facilities DOE plans to close by 2006 and $2.8 billion - $92 million above the administration's 
request - for cleanup work nt facilities that will close after 2006. 

program. Although Ihc mount is $230 million below what DOE had requested for Fy-99, a DOE source 
described the funding level as "livable." Of the amount provided by the panel, $100 million was ear- 
mnrkcd Tor the huge tank waste remedietion program at the Hanford Site. 

requested, Tor EM'S science and technology program. 

Congrcss a plan to improve the agency's crnployrnent system. In a bill summary released Thursday, h e  
panel soid the provision "reflects the committee's belief that DOE's poor record with regard to environmen- 
tal management is due in part to failure in hiring quality technical and management personnel." 

DOE sources believe the EM budget approved by the panel is important because it appears to signal 
continued support for the dcpiutrnent's of the massive cleanup effort. 

DOE and industry sources say members of the House Appropriations subcommittee on energy and 
water development are examining the possibility of transferring DOE's authority over all or parts of the 
program to either the Army Corps of Engineers or lo a newly created independent agency that would 
opcrate along h e  lines of the Resolution Trust Corporation. 

program. Several stakeholder groups in the Pacific Northwest have begun talks with Washington and 
Oregon state government officials to determine whether there is interest in establishing "quasi-public 
corporation" to take ovcr responsibility for the H8dfOd Site cleanup, As currently envisioned, the corpora- 
tion, established as an independent agency under \he White House, could expand its jurisdiction to other 
DOE sires if i t  proves succcsdul at Hmford, sources said last week. -JeflBorbcr 

Also included in the bill is $286.9 million for the Environmental Management division's privatization 

In addltlon, the committee approved nearly $271 million, roughly $78 million mom than had been 

The panel did vote to withhold 25% of EM'S program direction funds until the dcpamnent submits to 

The appropriators may not be alone in considering al[ernativts to continued DOE management of the 

5 
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Hatch L@avw Fluof' as corps 
IS Eyed for Mom DOE Work 

fomer  Army Corps of Engineers chief is leaving as head 
of one of h e  Dept. of Energy's largest cleanup efforts, A just as eome in Congress are saying the Corps isjust the 

agency to rake nver cleaning up other DOE site$. Tfiesc are 
jlut two examples of the flux chat continues to characterize 

W A S H I N G T O N  O B S E R V E R  

managcment skills. the two could be brilliant [ogether," says 

Hatch praises DOE'S move wwwd conrdct reform, calling 
it a stroke of brilliance. But to cany out refom. DOH needs 
strong, eonristent leadership. says Hatch. 
The Whi te House hasn't named a new assistant secretary 

for environmenlal restoration and wayw management and 
also is seeking a replaccmenr for PeRa, who will leave the 
department June 90. Industry soupces say tliat DOE, parcicu- 
larly ita cleanup operation, is floundering with B lameduck 

Hatch. But both partics must be willing, he says. 

leave had been swirling in the industry. "He is the fall guy," 
says an industry source. Hatch's departure was his choice, 
says a Fluor spokesman. 

Some on Capitol Hill fccl the Corps should get thc 
cleanup job a[ DOE'$ Femdd and Mound sites in Ohio and 
Rocky Flau in &lorado. Outgoing Energy Secretary Feden- 
co PeAa disapes. He says "we see a peater number of prob 
lem and few benefirs h m  mnsfernng the program to 
another agency." Hatch agrees. Instead, he advocates a good 
working relationship bemen  DOE and the Corps. 'By com- 
bining UOE'a technical talents and capabilities with thc Corps 

...... ..._ -. , ' "N.!+\. .. , . . . . . .. , ., .... . .  i 

agernent official, and Edgar Berkcy, a DOE environmental 
management advisory board member. But officials offered h e  
job to Carolyn Hunmon, a former National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration official, and asked Coffman to be her 
deputy. Coffman is believed to have said no. 

Sources say the White Houoe hopes KO announce iu pick 
to succeed Peia byJune. Frontrunners are rumored to be 
Deputy Secretary Elizabeth k Moler and Bill Richardson. 
ambassador to the United Nations. 'whoever it may be, the 
new sccrerary will fact an agency in rumoil and under fire. 

-Rv Mary 8. RnUm 
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Cinclnnatl Enquirer 
Page 0 4  
Weighhors of Fernald may gel more money" 
By: Tim Boqf2eid 

the costa of a contiauing medical moni- 
toring program. Neighbors of Fernald Cincirmati sttarnem who won the - 
initial settlement .- Stanley M. 
Chedep, Louise RmUe and Paul De- 
Marco - filed a motion May 7 that 
propaaes spending the surplus fun& on 

as m y  89 9,OOO n boss additional e~~otiorul dietress payments because 

on unspent $10.5M Y h g  for years m ftar of radloam sure thete was enough money for the 
Ponution emitted by the plant: N w  medical mollitming program. 

BY TIM EONFIELD have $le Neady 6,300 people got emotional 
The Cincinnati Enqrrim ~ & o ~ $ ~ ~ ~  k y a d  distrea payments after gaing through Neighbors of the former Fernald exams by rts from Saint Louis 
ursnium ,mceseinq Mt mag get to n e  ~erndd neighhn c b a d n  univereity.ujpe few thoueand other 
share an 'extra" $10.5 million that h e  h u i t  neighbore with potential emotional dis- 
p s  unspent from a $78 million daw- settled 19fi9. The dasa d ~ d e d  trees claims chose to accept advance 
adm settlement fund created in 196B. more than 18,000 -le. papmenta of a few hundred dollars. 

A hcarine on haw to d i e m i  the The sutplus fun& have occund If the judge approves the praposal, 
mon is scheduled for June 10 before because paymenta to residenta who both groups map be eligible far a ehan 
U.S.%~fTicf Judge S. Arthur Spiegel. suffered reduced property values were af the extra $103 million, Mr. DcMar- 

T h e l e a d i ~ p m p o e a l c a I l e k ~  Leeethaninitialllrprojeeted.Sowen COU. 

may get more money 
Hearing June 10 ymyb far mati 3 dbtres,cayed those mymenu were capped to make 

filed in 1f 85 @ 

. .  
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Editorial Pqe AI8 
“Dump DOE mom Fernaid?’’ 
By: Tony Lang 

. . - . - . .  

NO. 887 p882/083 

)t DUMP DOE FROM FERNALD? 
...;. Some of the harshest critics of the budget annually. 
Department of Energy’s cleanup at You need only look at Mill Creek 
iFernald balked this week at putting a to wonder about the Corps‘ environ- 
;different federal bureaucracy in mental sensitivity, though it is get- 
;charge. The House energy commit- ting better. Start-up costs for switch- 
;tee has floated trial balloons for ing from DOE to the Corps would be 
;dumping DOE 
;and turning 
lover cleanup at 
lFernald and 
,other radioac- 
tively contami- 
jnated sites to 
the US. Army 
Corps of Engi- 
neers. 

“Over m; 
dead body, 
aaid Lisa craw- 
ford of Fernald 
Residents for 
”Environmental 
‘Safety and 
H e a i t h  
(FRESH). This 
isn’t a case of 
neighbors sim- 
ply preferring 
the devil they 
know to the 
devil thev don’t 

t r e m e n d o u s ,’ 

ther threaten 
the slipping 
f a s t - t r a c k  
schedule at Fer- 
nald. All the 
contaminated 
sites face legal 
deadlines. We 
don’t need more 
lawauits. 

“ C o n g r e s s  
ought to be rea- 
sonably sure it 
would get a ma- 
jor improve- 
ment in per- 
fomance before 
it goes through 
new delays and 
expenses and 
building new re- 
lationahips with 
the communi- 
ty.” said John 

and could fur- 

Radloadlve waste silo6 at Fbrnald ow. “i don’t 
(the Corps) has the expertise Applegate, chairman ‘dt the F e d d  

dealing with the nudear waste Citizens Task Farce. instcad some 
ue,” Mrs. Crawford said. members of Congress want a switch 

=The official theory behind a switch just to give the C q t g  more to do or 
that the Corps knows how to do perhaps take enough work from DOE . It also is hurting lately for W justify killine it, as m e  advocate. 
jects. Last year, Congress gave it DOE hasn’t covered itself in glory at  
emall former nuclear weapons Fernald, but a change of horses now 

clean up. But assigning more sounds like a formula for an even 
contaminated i t e s  such as worse Waste of time and tax dollars. 

d to the Corps would be a $6 A different set of federal faces is no 
decision. That’s roughly guarantee of different results. 
Environmental Management - Tony Lana 

ti 
k- 
= .  
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Chiquita 
backed 
at annual 
meeting 
Banana giant 
defends practices, 
blasts Enquirer 
I3Y URSULA MILLER 
end MARK SKERTIC 
The Cincinnati Enquirer 

More than 400 shareholders 
and employees turned Chiquita 
Brands International Inc.’s an- 
nual meeting Wednesday into a 
testimonial to the Lindner fami- 
ly and the Cincinnati-based ba- 
nana company. 

The outpouring of support, 
which included a standing ova- 
tion for Chiquita Chairman and 

Chief Execu- 
t ive Officer 
Carl H. Lmd- 
ner Jr., fol- 

investigation of 
the company 
by the Enquir- 

s. Warshaw tionable over- 
eeas busineee practices includ- 
ing bribery, hrdden control of 
farms, environmental problems 
and political influence. 

“We reject the outrageous 
allegations reported by the En- 
qui~er,” Chiquica President end 
Chief Operating Officer Steven 
G. Warshaw told shareholders 
aud employees at the meeting 
at the Omni Netherland hotel 
downtown. 

“You cannot imagine the 
moral outrage of Chiquita amo- 
ciates in this room and around 
the world,” he added. 

Enquirer Editor Lawrence 
K. Beaupre declined to com- 
Wednesday, except to say: 
“The Enquirsr ’J atones were 

(Please aee CHIQUITA, 
Page A6) 

ment on 8nY specific criticism 

Chiquita: Enquirer reports 
blasted by banana 

4 @ant 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1 

highly detailed and fully document- 
ed.” 

Mr. Warshaw wrapped up the 
regular business portion of the 
meeting in less than 15 minutes. 
He then took a few moments to say 
Chiquita expects improved profits 
in its core banana business this 
year. 

But the hulk of his remarks - 
20 minutes of the 55-minute meet- 
ing - were spent denouncing the 
Enquire75 reporting as “tabloid 
journalism” and “atrocious misrep- 
resentations.” 

Though Mr. Warshaw adamantly 
defended Chiquita’s business prac- 
tices, he did say he “couldn’t guar- 
antee” the honesty of each of the 
company’s “40,000 associates in 
50 countnes.“ He aided that Chi- 
quita disciplines employees who dis- 
obey company policies. 
Mr. Warshaw also attacked the 

newspaper for publishing the con- 
tents of internal Chiquita voice-rnail 
messages. A high-level aource with- 
jn Chiquita provided the Enquirer 
with tape recordings of more than 
2,000 voice-mail meesages. Mr. 
Warshaw said the tapes were “sto- 
len.” The Enquirer has reported 
that its source also has turned 
copies of the tapes over to U.S. 
Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion (SEC) investigators. In April. 
the SEC launched an investigation 
into the company’s business prac- 
tices and iseued multiple subpoenas 
for internal Chiquita records. 
Mr. Wanhaw did not mention 

the SEC investigation during hie 
speech. However, talking to report- 

ers after the meeting, he said the 
company is cooperating with the 
investigation. 

At the conclusion of his remarks, 
Mt. Warehaw opened the floor to 
questions from shareholders. 

A halfdozen shareholders or 
bends of the company spoke. Only 
two asked questions. The others 
lambasted the Enquirer and praised 
Chiquita for its contribution to Cin- 
cinnati’s economy and the Lindner 
family’s charitable donations. 

Mr. Wanhaw was the only com- 
pany executive who diecussed off& 
dal business at the meeting. Mr. 
Lindner thanked the audience for 
the standing ovation. Keith Lind- 
ner, the elder Lidner’s son and 
vice chairman af Chiquita, briefly 
offered his appreciation for the 
shareholders’ support. 

Meanwhile. on the sidewalk out- 
side the Omni, more than 30 pro- 
testers demonstrated against Chi- 
quita. Several badgered Mr. 
Lindner as he pulled up to the hotel, 
in his white Bentley. 

“Hey, Carl, atop killing the 
workers,” one of the protesters 
gathered along Race Street shouted 
at the 79-year-old businessman. 
Mr. Lindner ignored the man and 
questions from local media as he 
walked into the hotel, 
’ The group was hoping to send a 

message to shareholders, said Scott 
Campbell, a North Avondale resi- 
dent. 

“They call themselves good cor- 
porate citizens, and they’ve certain- 
ly done a lot for Cincinnati,” he 
said. “But being a good corporate 
citizen involves more than that.” 

A second group of proteete: 
arrived while the meeting was 
progress to demand the Enquir 
take a hard look a t  its practice 
Unlike the anti-Chiquita crow1 
which was mostly dressed in jeai 
and carried homemade signs, tho! 
supporting the banana compar 
came dressed in business suits ( 
white shins and dark slacks. n; 
aims they carried had been printe 
by a computer and all carried th 
same message: 

“Enquirer ought to investigat 
their own unethical bwiness an 
union practices.” 

Among the findings of the Et 
4uire~’s M a y  3 report: 
b Chiquita secretly controls do; 

ens of supposedly independent k 
nana campanieg through busines 
structures deeigned to avoid re 
strictions on land ownership an 
eecurity laws in Central America 
countries. 

bChiquita and its subsidiarie 
are engaged in pesticide use tha 
threatens the health of workers an 
residents at the company’s Centn 
American banana plantations, de 
spite an agreement with an envi 
ronmental group to adhere safi 
practices. 

b Authorities seized more than : 
ton of d n e  from seven Chiquit: 
ships in 1997. The company wa 
unaware and didn’t approve of thc 
cocaine shipments, but the problen 
was traced to lax security on it: 
Colombian docks. 

)Employees of Chiquita and ; 
subsidiary were involved in a h b  
ery acandal in Colombia. 




