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INCLUDED IN THIS FRIDAY MAILING:

a Approved Minutes of the March 14, 1998, Fernald Citizens Advisory
Board Meeting

Q Resolutions from the Cities of Las Vegas and Boulder City on the Transport of
Low-Level Waste

Q Newsclippings
CAB MEETINGS:

Q OFF-SITE COMMITTEE MEETING: The Off-Site Committee of the
Fernald Citizens Advisory Board will meet on Wednesday, June 10, 1998, at
6:00 p.m. The location is to be announced.

Q ON-SITE COMMITTEE MEETING: The next meeting of the On-Site
Committee of the Fernald Citizens Advisory Board will be on Wednesday,
June 10, 1998, at 7:30 p.m. The location is to be announced.

Q EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE MEETING: The Efficiency Committee of the
Fernald Citizens Advisory Board will meet on Thursday, June 11, 1998, at
6:30 p.m. The location is to be announced.

OTHER MEETINGS:

a COMMUNITY REUSE ORGANIZATION: The next meeting of the CRO will
take place on Tuesday, June 2, 1998, at 6:30 p.m. in the Ross High School Media
Center, 3425 Hamilton-Cleves Highway.

Q MONTHLY PROGRESS BRIEFING: The June Monthly Progress Briefing will
be held on Tuesday, June 9, 1998, at 6:00 p.m. in the Alpha Building, 10845
Hamilton-Cleves Highway.

QUESTIONS:

Please call John at_or Doug at [l with questions or concerns.

You may also fax or e-mail us at: .
{())hn Fax: 281-3331 E-Mail: john.applegate@law.uc.edu
oug Fax: 648-3629 E-Mail: &
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Chair
John S. Applegate

Vice Chair
James C. Bierer

- Members

Marvin W. Clawson
Lisa Crawford

Pamela Dunn
Constance Fox, M.D.
Darryl D. Huff

Dan McElroy

Robert G. Tabor

Dr. Thomas E. Wagner
Dr. Gene E. Willeke

Ex Officio

L. French Bell
Jack Craig

Gene Jablonowski
Graham Mitchell

Minutes from the March 14, 1998 Meeting

The Fernald Citizens Advisory Board met from 8:40 a.m. until 12:06 p.m.
on Saturday, March 14, 1998, at the Alpha Building, 10967 Hamilton-
Cleves Highway, Harrison, Ohio. The meeting was advertised in local

papers and was open to the public.

Members Present:

Members Absent:
Designated Federal Official Present:

Staff Present:

John Applegate
Jim Bierer

Marvin Clawson
Lisa Crawford
Jack Craig

Pam Dunn

Jane Harper
Darryl Huff

Gene Jablonowski
Dan McElroy
Graham Mitchell
Robert Tabor
Thomas Wagner
Gene Willeke

Ray Wurzelbacher

French Bell
Gary Stegner
Tereza Marks

Crystal Sarno
Douglas Samo

Approximately 7 spectators also attended the meeting, including members of
the public and representatives from DOE and Fluor Daniel Fernald.

A United States Department of Energy Site-Specific Advisory Board
Ross, Ohio 45061 :

Post Office Box 544




Fernald Citizens Advisory Board Minutes, March 14, 1998

1. Call to Order

Chair John Applegate called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m.

2. Announcements and New Business

Minutes from the January 17, 1998, meeting were noted as being approved.

Applegate welcomed Ray Wurzelbacher to the Board. Wurzelbacher is a member of the
Ross Township Board of Trustees. He also welcomed Leah Dever, now head of the Ohio
Field Office. Dever explained to the Board that she grew up in western Pennsylvania and
spent 13 years in D.C., spending six of those years at DOE Headquarters. She then went to
work at the Nevada Operations Office where she managed the Environmental Operations
Program. She noted that when the Nevada Community Advisory Board was started, they
looked to Fernald as an example.

Applegate stated that part of this meeting would be videotaped since there has been no
recent videotape of the Citizens Advisory Board in action.

Connie Fox has retired from the Board due to other commitments. The Board expressed its
gratitude to Fox for her outstanding service.

Applegate announced that he will also be retiring from the Board. He has accepted a
position at Indiana University and will no longer be a resident of Ohio. Since he is
resigning, a procedure needs to be developed for finding and electing a new Chair. Jim
Bierer is the obvious choice for a Chair as he is currently the Vice Chair. The Steering
Committee made two recommendations to the Board: (1) that a procedure be established in
which the Steering Committee brings a recommendation for Chair and Vice Chair before
the Board and (2), following that procedure, that Jim Bierer be nominated as the Chair.
Bob Tabor made the motion that a procedure be established in which the Steering
Committee brings recommendations for the Chair before the Board. Tom Wagner seconded
the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor. Bob Tabor made the motion that Jim Bierer
be appointed Chair. Lisa Crawford seconded the motion. Bierer was unanimously elected
Chair. Applegate suggested the Board consider candidates for Vice Chair and that action be
taken for nominating a Vice Chair at the May CAB meeting.

The Nevada CAB is still going to hold a Low-Level Waste Forum. However, the forum
has been delayed from early April until late May. The Nevada CAB has been very
responsive to Fernald’s offer to help with the conference. Fernald hopes to have a strong
presence at the conference. Dale Shutte, Chair of the Nevada CAB, will be in Fernald on
Tuesday, March 17.

3. Corrective Action Plan

At the last meeting, the Board sent a letter to DOE expressing specific concerns about the
leaking white metal boxes. Jack Craig presented the general ideas outlined in the Corrective
Action Plan, which should address many of the CAB’s concerns. Craig handed out a flow
chart outlining the steps involved in approving the Corrective Action Plan. Two things have
happened since February: Fluor Daniel Fernald responded to the Type B Investigation with
a draft report and DOE-FEMP submitted a draft response. Craig will have the plan to DOE-
Ohio by March 23rd. The Nevada office will also receive copies. The plan will need to be
approved by the Assistant Secretary of Environmental Management.
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The acquisition and approval processes will be improved as a result of the white metal box
incident. There are going to be substantial systems changes. From now on, both a QA h
person and an engineer will sign off on any changes to design. Any time there is a waiver

on project quality assurance, an engineer and contract manager will have to agree to it.

DOE-FEMP is going to readdress sending this material to Nevada; the waste may not need
to be shipped. They are also obtaining better information about the absorbents. Adding
absorbent is not treatment. Perhaps a waste containing that much moisture should be treated
on site and possibly even solidified. DOE also wants redundant systems in place. Currently
DOE-FEMP is working closely with the Nevada office; they will be meeting with them at
the end of the month and will have a representative at the April Nevada CAB meeting. DOE
will ship dry materials from the site first before shipping more moist waste. :

The WCS Injunction is preventing DOE from awarding a contract to dispose of waste at a
commercial facility. A hearing is scheduled for April 6th. No alternative to NTS exists at
this time. Although DOE is self-regulated, it has chosen to require state licenses.

Bob Tabor asked, if the WCS injunction is not resolved and commercial disposal of the
OU1 wastes cannot occur, will the waste be able to go to Nevada by rail. Craig says they
have tried to look at possible alternatives for disposal of this waste. The ROD would have
to be changed because it specifies commercial disposal. Shipping the waste to NTS would
add over $400 million to the cost of the project, and it is currently not possible to send
waste by rail. Another alternative would be to ship the waste to Hanford. However,
Hanford does not have rail access right now and the state of Washington does not want to
the waste sent there. This alternative would also result in significant cost and schedule
impacts.

Jane Harper asked if this waste could end up in the On-Site Disposal Cell. This material
exceeds the site waste acceptance criteria. Not only would the ROD have to be changed in
this case but also the public would have to agree to the change. In the worse case scenario,
the whole project would be put on hold.

Lisa Crawford would like to see work on the Waste Pits continue even though there is a
chance that it cannot be completed. Craig stated that they would continue with the contract
as if the first waste shipments will be made in March of 1999. The contract will be halted
next March if there is not a decision from the courts. If the contract is terminated, there will
be contract termination costs.

Applegate suggested that the committees monitor progress on the injunction. Craig
suggested that the injunction be put on the agenda for the May meeting. Tabor suggested
embarking on a campaign to get people involved.

Applegate was then asked to give a brief overview of the appeals process. The time
between a decision and an appeal is normally about a year. The government has gotten the
court to hear the appeal in a much shorter time frame. Applegate has read the DOE
argument to the court of appeals and indicated that it is well written and explains both what
is wrong with the lower court’s decision and the effects of the decision. It is conceivable
that the appeals court could reach a decision within a month. The appeals court could decide
that the original judge was completely wrong and overturn the decision. The court could
also allow DOE to continue to ship wastes until the case is decided, or the court could ask
the judge to rethink his previous decision.

- Tom Wagner asked why the previous leaks in the white metal boxes did not indicate to the

department that there was a problem. Craig stated that the original inquiry focussed on the
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absorbents and not on the boxes. Also, leaks contained inside the trailer were not that big
of a deal in Nevada. Fernald was relying on Nevada’s reactions to determine if their
approach was right or wrong. The notification and approach processes have been
ir?proved. Wagner also pointed out that the first leaks were not pointed out to a large group
of people.

Wagner then asked Craig for the status of the Nevada Intermodal Transport Study. Craig
stated that he would find out for Wagner.

There is a need to communicate clearly and freely on waste transportation issues to the
public. Willeke wondered if the CAB should focus some of its attention on communication
with the public. The emergency response people might be easier to reach than the general
public. There was some discussion on whether addressing the public was an issue for the
CAB to consider.

3. Review of Past Recommendations

Each member of the CAB was provided with a chart of recommendations made by the
CAB. The 1995 Recommendations are the recommendations contained in the July 1995
report. The 1995 recommendations on site remediation levels and waste disposition have
been followed. Recommendations on priorities for remediation have received a mixed
response. These recommendations call for a shift in the overall approach to remedial
actions. Craig stated that there has been a shift in the way work is done on site. Work is

. being divided into projects each of which has a cost, plan, and schedule. FDF is still trying
to reduce mortgage costs, but some progress is being made.

Tabor, who works at the site, said that things have really improved. Moving to a project
base has really helped; safety is being maintained and things are done more efficiently.
However, he has some concerns regarding ongoing maintenance.

Plant 2/3 is currently undergoing safe shutdown. Plant 9 is being demolished. Plant 5 safe
shutdown has been completed and the building is ready for demolition. Safe shutdown is
being planned for Plant 6. These projects could be completed quicker if more employees
were involved; however, FDF has decided to do the job with fewer employees and so it
will take a little longer. Craig stated that he would examine each of these recommendations
and attach dollar amounts of savings that have occurred. The efficiency committee will
track these recommendations.

In 1997, the CAB made a request to DOE to “provide a detailed analysis comparing
effectiveness of vitrification and cementation, risks of transportation, and compliance of
waste acceptance criteria” for Silos 1 and 2 wastes. Craig said that this information would
be provided as part of the procurement process.

Bierer said that the Natural Resource Restoration Plan’s early action to contour and plant
‘the buffer zone had been submitted to DOE in February, but no response has been
received. Sarno explained that the trees should be planted concurrent with remediation so
that some trees are mature when remediation is complete. Craig said that a plan has been
drafted and reviewed by Ohio and the Department of the Interior. He offered to provide
Bierer with a flow chart of the review process for the Natural Resource Restoration Plan.

Generally, when requests for information have been made, DOE has responded quickly
and thoroughly. The weekly newsletter and monthly progress briefings have been very
helpful in keeping stakeholders informed about progress at the site. Applegate reminded
the Board members that is it important that they try to attend the monthly progress
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briefings. These' meetings provide an overview on all the site happenings and discuss a
different topic each month. The meeting also provides a chance for CAB members to hear
the views of the rest of the public. '

Sue Walpole offered to provide Ray Wurzelbacher with copies of past monthly progress
briefing handouts.

Crawford requested that a brief presentation on the reinterment of Native American remains
be given at the next meeting. Joe Shoemaker has written a book on the subject and things
are evolving at the site on this issue. She also requested that Johnny Reising brief the CAB
on the FY2000 Priorities List.

Applegate suggested that the CAB review the recommendations annually.
S. Conflict of Interest Statement

A conflict of interest statement was put together by the steering committee. The statement

reads:
*“The CAB will not visit potential vendors, except for existing projects or
demonstrations already funded by the federal government. Individual members
must make their own judgment on personal trips, but they should make clear with
any potential vendor that they do not represent the CAB for these purposes.
Members should be aware that by discussing a proposal privately or accepting
anything of value from a potential vendor, their objectivity or appearance of
objectivity may be compromised.”

Applegate asked for comments and changes from the Board. There were none. Tabor made
a motion that the statement be adopted as drafted. Bierer seconded the motion. The
statement was unanimously approved. The statement will be added to the
bylaws/groundrules.

6. 1‘99_8 Priorities and Schedule

The CAB has adopted a new committee structure. Since DOE is holding monthly meetings
to update people on activities at the site, the Board wants to have its committee meetings
during the same week. The schedule through September would be:

DOE Meeting Committee Meetings ] FCAB Meeting
April 14 April 13 and 15

May 23 May 13 and 14 May 16

June 9 June 10 and 11

July 14 July 16 July 15
September 8 September 9 and 10 September 12

On April 1, there will be a public meeting on the Silos project. At the April 14" Monthly
Progress Briefing, the topic of the month will be the Corrective Action Plan.

Sarno then asked members of the CAB if they were happy with their committee
assignments. Members of other organizations were also encouraged to join the committees.
A discussion ensued to outline the priorities and areas of interest for the committees over
the next several months. The results were as follows:
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Off-Site Committee

Members: Tom, Gene, Marvin, Darryl, Pam, Bob, Sandy, and Lisa
Topics:

e WCS Injunction/Contingency Planning

e Rail Transportation Awareness

e Silos

e Special Nuclear Materials

e Status of Intermodal Transport

e Corrective Action Plan

On-Site Committee

Members: Pam, Jim, Jane, Edna, Carol, and Bob
Topics:

e Native American Burials

e Copper Recycling

e Aesthetic Barriers

e Natural Resource Restoration Plan

e Land Use
e Sitewide Excavation Plan
e OSDF

e Environmental Monitoring
e Groundwater

Efficiency Committee

Members: Lisa, Bob, Dan, Ray, Pam, and Vicki
Topics:

e Special Nuclear Materials

e 95 Priorities Recommendations

e 2000 Budget Priorities

e Closure Report

e Special Nuclear Materials

e Mortgage Reduction/Savings

e Corrective Action Plan

All three committees will meet in April. The Off-Site Committee will meet on April 13 at
6:30 p.m. to discuss WCS Injunction, Silos, Special Nuclear Materials, and the White
Metal Box Corrective Action Plan. The On-Site Committee will meet on April 15 from 6:30
to 7:30 p.m. to have a briefing on the Natural Resource Restoration Plan, the Sitewide
Excavation Plan, and D & D. The Efficiency Committee will meet on April 15 from 7:30 to
9:00 p.m. to discuss the closure report and the corrective action plan. The Efficiency
Committee will also schedule a conference call in a week or so to develop recommendations
on the FY2000 Priorities List.

Page 6




Fernald Citizens Advisory Board Minutes, March 14, 1998

Sarno suggested that the committee meetings be announced during the Monthly Progress
Briefings. He also explained that the lease on the Jamtek Building will be up in July so the
CAB will have to find another location for committee meetings.

7. Committee Updates

Natural and Cultural Resources Committee: The committee has had no recent
meetings. They are monitoring the progress of the Supplemental Environmental Projects
for OU4 Dispute Resolution. Three universities are involved in research grants. The
wetland mitigation plan has been submitted to DOE. -

Waste Transportation Committee: The committee has to review and make
recommendations on the White Metal Box incidents.

Monitoring and Recycling Committee: The committee is currently developing
recommendations on copper recycling.

Waste Management Committee: The committee has met to discuss the Silos 1 and 2
Proof of Principle Request for Proposal, the Accelerated Waste Retrieval Project, and the
Silo 3 RFP. The committee was also involved in a joint workshop with FRESH on
procurement practices. The committee is continuing to monitor progress on the WCS
Injunction, the Silos Project, and will participate in the low-level waste forum in Nevada.

Steering Committee: The steering committee is continuing to work on the low-level
waste forum in Nevada.

8. Public Comment

John opened the floor for public comment. One member of the community thanked John
and the CAB for helping the community. Marvin Clawson asked Leah Dever if DOE was
computer compliant for 2000. She feels that the Ohio Field Office is in good shape. DOE as
a whole, however, is a bit behind schedule. The main concern is that computers dealing
with safety will be compliant.

9. Adjournment

Applegate adjourned the meeting at 12:06 p.m.

Ice %Nat these minutes are an accurate account of the

Marc \/jf/ﬂgz:/g of the Fernald Citizens Advisory Board.
5w/
Daté

John S. Applegate, Chalr
Fgrnald Citizens Advisory Board

% %%W Sl

Ghey Sietney U

Designated Federal Official
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City of Las Vegas

400 Las Vegas Boulevard So.

Las Vegas, Nv 89101-2986
(702) 229-6551
FAX: (702) 385-3128

" RESOLUTION R-40-98

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY TO EXCLUDE
THE USE OF KIGHWAY ROUTES OVER HOOVER DAM AND THROUGH THE
METROPOLITAN LAS VEGAS YALLEY FOR THE TRANSPORT OF
LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE TO THE NEVADA TEST SITE.

WHEREAS, the Nevada Test Site (The Site) is currently used as a site for the final
disposal of low-level radioactive waste and is being considered as a Regional or
Centralized site far the disposal of low-level radioactive waste from the cleanup of the
Department of Energy Weapons Complex; and

WHEREAS, the naming of the Nevada Test Site as a Regional or Centralized disposal
site for low-level radioactive waste could increase the number of shipments of low-level
radioactive waste into Southemn Nevada considerably; and ,

WHEREAS, The Department of Energy is proposing to transport much of the waste by
rail; and

WHEREAS, The Department of Energy is currently preparing an Environmental
Assessment to evaluate sites outside the Las Vegas Valley for the transfer of low-level
radioactive waste from rail to truck for shipment to the Nevada Test Site; and

WHEREAS, according to this determination. the Department of Energy is proposing to
institutionalize and encourage the use of the intermodal transfer facility and highway
routes outside the Las Vegas Metropolitan Area for the transport of the lowlevel nuclear
waste to the Nevada Test Site; and o

WHEREAS the Environmental Assessment will not result in a decision by the
Department of Energy to require all shipments of low-level radioactive waste destined
for the Nevada Test Site to avoid Metropolitan Las Vegas, and

WHEREAS State and local officials in Nevada contend that the continued transportation
of these wastes, particularly over Hoover Dam and through the rapidly growing Las
Vegas Metropolitan area, provides a greater opportunity for accidents which not only
pose risks to the public health and safety of our citizens. but could also adversely affect
the State's tourist-based economy, and

1of3 ) 05/04/98 13::
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WHEREAS, the recent incident in Kingman, Arizona among others, illustrates that the
potential exists for the release of potentially dangerous material, & problem that could be
exacerbated if it occurred on Hoover Dam or in Metropolitan Las Vegas. f

RESOLUTION . “

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY TO EXCLUDE
THE USE OF HIGHWAY ROUTES OVER HOOVER DAM AND THROUGH THE
METROPOLITAN LAS VEGAS VALLEY FOR THE TRANSPORT OF ‘
LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE TO THE NEVADA TEST SITE.

NOW, THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Las Vegas Nevada. that the
City supports the position that the Eavironmental Assessment must address the use of
imermodal transportation in combination with highway routes that avoid entirely Hoover
Dam and the Las Vegas Metropolitan area; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any transport of low-level nuclear waste by the
Department of Energy or their contractors or trucks to the Nevada Test Site must avoid
routes over Hoover Dam and through the Las Vegas Valley.

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED on this 13th day of APRIL, 1998.

BY
MICHAEL J. MCDONALD
MAYOR PRO-TEM

ATTEST:
BARBARA JO RONEMUS
CITY CLERK

Return to the

Nuclear Waste Project Office
Home Page

State of Nevada

Nuclear Waste Project Office
Capitol Complex

Carson City, NV 89710
(702) 687-3744 voice
(702) 687-5277 fax
nwpo@@govmail, statg.nv.ug e-mail

N 05/04/98 13..
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Boulder City Nevada

City Hall, Boulder City
401 Califomia Ave
Boulder City, NV 89005

RESOLUTION NO, 3117

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY TO
EXCLUDE THE USE OF HIGHWAY ROUTES THROUGH BOULDER CITY"
AND THE METROPOLITAN LAS VEGAS YALLEY FOR THE TRANSPORT
OF LOW-LEYEL NUCLEAR RADIOACTIVE WASTE TO THE NEVADA TEST
SITE

the Department of Energy has made a formal determination to prepare an
Environmental Assessment for intermodal transportation of low-level radioactive
waste to the Nevada Test Site; and

WHEREAS,

according to this determination, the Depantment of Energy is proposing to
institutionalize and encourage intermodal transportation of Depaniment of Energy
complex-wide generated waste to the Nevada Test Site; and

WHEREAS,

the Eavironmental Assessment will not. as it is currently planned, resuit in a decision
by the Department of Energy to require all shipments of low-level radioactive waste
destined for the Nevada Test Site to avoid Boulder City and the metropolitan Las
Vegas Valley; and

WHERFAS,

State and local officials in Nevada contend that the continued transportation of these
wastes not only poses risks to public health and safety, but cauld also adversely affect
the State's tourist-based economy; and

1 WHEREAS,

if a transportation accident involving radioactive waste were 10 accur, it could have a
devastating impact on our community. as well as a devastaling socioeconomic impact
on the State's economy.

NOW, THEREFORE RBE IT RESOLVED

by the City Council of Boulder City, Nevada. that the City supports the position that
the Environmental Assessment must address the use of intermodal transportution in
combination with highway roufcs that avoid entirely Boulder City and the Las Vegas
metropolitan ares.

hap://\www siate.nv.us/nucwaste/nts/boulder.htm

4/29/98 -
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED |

that any transporn of waste using wucks only, must avoid transport of low-level
" nuclear waste through Boulder City and the Las Vegas Valley.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED

that any transport of low-level nuciear waste by the Department of Energy or their
contractors ot trucks to the Neveda Test Site avoid routes through Boulder City and
the Las Vegas Valley.

APPROVED on this 24th day of March. 1998,
Roben S. Ferraro

b ATTEST:
| Vicki Q. Mayes, City Clerk

e

Return to the
Nuyc {
Houme Page

State of Nevada
Nuclear Waste Project Office
Capital Complex
Carson City, NV 89710
- (702) 687-3744 voice

(702) 687-5277 fax

e-mail

»*

hup:/Avww state.nv.us/nucwaste/nts/boulder.him - o 4/29/98
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Record of News Media Contact
DOE Nevada Operations Office
'5‘ Office of Public Affairs & Information ﬂ

REPORTER, EDITOR INFORMATION

April 1, 1998 Nancy Harkess
Name: Phone No.: '
Affiliation:
[ NATURE OF CALL

Keith Rogers of the Las Vagae Raview Journal, as well as ail three jacal TV stations were on hand at the Nonth
Las Vegas City Council mesting at which a rasolution banning the transportstion of iow-leval waste Inrough the
City of North Las Vagas was prasented. They were there because of a diffarent issue, but the resaiution did
get mentioned in the Las Vagas Sun. The foliowing reaalution, #2018, was Intraduced by Counciiman John
Rhodes. In spaaking to the resalution. Rhades (Inaccurataly) deciared a desire to stop the transport of waate
on Cralg ang Cheyenne roads as well as the transpon of high-level wasata to the NSF. '

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTH LAS VEGAS REQUESTING THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY TO EXCLUOE THE USE OF HIGHWAY ROUTES THROUGH NORTH LAS
VEGAS AND THE METROPOLITAN LAS VEGAS VALLEY FOR THE TRANSPORT OF LOW-LEVEL
RAOIOACTIVE WASTE TO THE NEVADA TEST SITE.

WHEREAS, ths Dapanment of Energy has made a formai determination to prepare an Environmental
Assessment for intermodai transportation of Departmant of Energy camplax-wide generated low-level nuclear
waste to tha Navada Teat Sita; and

WHEREAS. the Enviranmantal Assegamant will not, 38 it Is currently plianned. rasult in a decision by the
Department of Energy to require aii shipments of low-leval radicactive wasta destined for the Nevaca Test Site
1o gvoid North Las Vegas and tha matropolitan Las Vegas Valley; and

WHEREAS. Slate and local officials in Naevada contend that the cantinued transponation of theee wastes not
anly poses risks to publle haaith and satety, but could also adversely affect the Slate's ourist-bassg sconomy;

and

WHEREAS, if a transportaticn accident involving radicactive waste wera to accur, it could have a devastating
impact an gur community as well s a devastating socioeconomic impact on the State's aconomy,

NOW, THEREFORE. BE |T RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of North Las Vaegas, Nevaaa. that the
City supports tha pasition that the Environments! Assessmant must addrass the use of intarmodai
trangportation In comoination with highway rcutes that aveid entirely North Las Vegas and tha Las Vegas
Metropolitan area; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any tranapon of low-level radloactive wasta using trucks only must avoid
traneport of waate through Narth Las Vegas and the Las Vegas Valley: and

IT IS FURTHER RESQLVED that any tranaport of low-level radioactive waate by the Oepartment of Energy or
their contraciors or trucka to tha Nevada Test Site must avold routes through North Las Vagas and the Las
Vegas Valley. :

DISTRIBUTION
Johnson/Powers/ Williams ‘ DiSanza/Grassmeier/Sanchez
Gena/Mellington QPAl
Wycoif/Clayton Oi/.lrlohrcr
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May 4, 1998
The Energy Daily
Front Page

"Worker Safety Problems Prompt DOE Shutdown Order At Mound"

By: George Lobsenz

‘Worker Safety Problems Prompt

DOE Shutdown Order At Mound

BY GEQORGE LOBSENZ

Amid new revelations about delays In assessing worker radiation
doses, Energy Department officials decided Friday to shut down all
radiation-related cleanup wark 2t the Mound nuclear weapons site in
Ohio until the site contractor [ixes problems in |ts worker heaith
protection program.

The shutdown, effective Monday, followed the disclosure Thursday of
long delays in routine laboratory analysis of 409 worker “bioassay” samples
for possible americium contamination. While these samples are supposed lo
be checked promptly to assure worker safety, one of the backlogged samples
dates to July 1997,

The lengthy delay in analyzing the samples left affected worners without
up-to-dale data on their exposure, potentially raising concerns about exces-
sive radiation doses. Specifically, the failure 10 promptly assess worker
exposures means workers could continye daing “hot” cleanup work and
unknowingly exceed adminiswrative or regulatory limits on cumulative
radiation doses. Typically, workers with cumulative exposures approaching
those limils are restricted from furiher radiological work 0 avoid any health
impacts.

The long-delayed americium analyses could place Babcock & Wilcox
(B&W), the DOE contractor that operates Mound, in vuolanon o( DOE
worker safety regulations. .

{Cantinued on page 2)

NO.S68 Po@2-083

1460 Purz




B95/88-88 11:28

May 4. 1998
The Energy Daily
Frons Pape

PUBLIC AFFAIRS > DOUG SARNOD

"Worker Safery Probiems Prompt DOE Shutdown Order At Motnd"

By: George Lobsenz

t

NO.SEe8 PBB3-9a39

2of2

Safety Froblems Frompt Shutdown Order... sompess one

The americium issue surfaced as
DOE officials were investigating
delayed analysis of other worker
bioassay samples as a result of
probiems with the January 1998
swartup of a new computer sysiem 1n
Mound's radiobioassay laboratory. A
Mound union. the Qil. Chemical and
Aomic Workers (OCAW). contends
that these delays resulted in a six-
week window during which workers
were being sent out (0 do cleanup
work without knowing their updaled
exposure dawa.

More broadly, sources told The
Energy Dailv Friday there are
across-the-board quality assurance
irregularities in Mound’s bioassay
processing and analysis that raise
quesuons about the uccuracy of dose
esumates and the effectiveness of
site controls on worker exposurc.

The worker safety issue is @
powder keg at Mound because of
major lapses by the past site conaac.
1or. EG&G. in which bioassay
samples went unsamplied for months
and even years, dose estimates were
miscalcuiated and the contractor
failed repeatedly to fix the problems.
After EG&G was replaced at the site
by Babcock & Wilcox last fall. DOE
fined EG&G $112,500 for violating
worker protection rules. the largesi
nuclear safety penalty imposed by
the deparument at that time.

The departmen: aiso reportediy
has setued a lawsuit brought by
OCAW on behalf of Mouynd workers
over the same radialion protection
problems.

When they took over Mound,
B&W officials vowed (o assure
proper worker protection. However,
OCAW officials were alarmed by
B&W'3 decision 10 retain several
former EG& G officials that were
ivolved in the site’s past bioassay
breakdowns.

B&W's woes became public
knowledge {ast monwh when The
Energy Daily April 22 reported that
Mound union officials had filed a
compiaint with DOE’s Office of
Environment, Safety and Health
alleging new delays and probiems
with bioassay processing.

Among other 1ssues. the March 18

union complaint cnarged worker
doses had been miscalculated due 10
probiems with a new laboratory

compulter system in late january.
B&W officials. however, said the
dose miscalculalions were corrected
in a8 matter of days and that there
had been no interruption in worker
exposure assessments. which they
said were being done by hand.

However. OCAW ofticials said
last week new evigence indicates
anaiysis of some bioassay samples
had been delayed for weeks follow-
ing the computer incident, with lab
officials not completing “pre-
screcning” of backlogged samples
for potenual high doses until
March 24. Union officials said that
meant workers could have ahsorbed
excessive doses by cnntinuing o do
radiauon-relawed cleanup work in
the wtervening weeks between the
iate January computer breakdown
and March 24.

DOE officials last week said
they are wrying 1o determine
whether any processing delays
occurred following ihe computer
hreakdown.

Some Mound officials suggested
no backlog occurred. but other DOE
officials suggested the 1ssue still is
not resolved. Meanwhile, QCAW
officials pinted to an intemal
Mound memo tat they said verified
a processing backlog that was not
resoived until March 24.

The March 25 memo. from
B&W Mound manager Peler

Hekman (o Nat Brown. DOE's
Mound site manager. noted continy-
ing problems with the lab compurer
system and promised 10 resoive them
by April 30 at the latest.

“In the mienm, the foilowing
steps have been taken.” said the
Hekman letter. which was signed for
Hekman by a subordinate. "All
radiobioassay results awaiting
upload and certification have been
pre-screened... . identifv results
warranting additional action (¢.g.,
followup sampling or work restric-
uons). The inital screening exercise
was completed March 24, 1998..."

Another internal BAW memo
dated March 25 on "bioassay issues
management” said a near-term goul
was “eliminauon of the backlog of
cases awaiting nernal dosimetry
review.”

The union's compiaints prompted
a meeting between B&W officials
and DOE officials last Thursday to
review the bioassay issues. Al that
meeting, the additional problem
regarding delayed analysis of the 409
samples for americium contamina-
tion was disclosed. sesting off alarms
among top managers at DOE's Ohio
field office. which directly oversees
Mound.

DOE officials at the Ohio field
office would not confirm or deny
Friday any impending Mound
shutdown order.

+
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"Calambia ta investigate bribe scheme"

By: Mike Gallagher and Cameron McWhirter

" Colombia
to Investigate
bribe scheme

BY MIKE GALLAGHER
and CAMERON
McWHIRTER

(c) 1998, The Cincinnati Enquirer

The Colombian government
has launched an investigation
into reports that emplayees of
Chiquita Brands Internastional
Inc. and its Colombian subsid-
jary were involved in the brib-
ery of customs agents to obtain
storage space at 3 government-
owned compound,

Officials at the Colombian
Embasry in Washingten, D.C.,
also confirmed they will ask
U.S. Securities & Exchange
Commission (SEC) investiga-
tors to pravide copies of tape-
recorded voice-mail messages
of emplayees of Chiquita and its
Colombian subsidiary detailing
the bribe scheme and efforts to
cover it up.

The tapes were provided to
the Enquirer and to the SEC by
g high-level Chiquita source
with authority over the compa-
ny’s voice-mail system. Chiquita
President and Chief ggeraﬁng
Officer Steven G. Warahaw dis-
puted this week that anyone
had such authority.

- Those tapes, if released by
the SEC to Colombian investiga-
tors, will be used in the Colombi-
an government’'s own bribery
probe, according to Alfonso Lie-
vano, commercal adviser of the
Foreign Trade Ministry’s Colom-
bian ernment Trade Bureau
in Waghi
. The SEC has begun a fonmal

mvestigation of Chiquita and its
subsidiaries on a wide range of
ta(fes. including the Colombian
tmbery scheme and hidden con-
tro! of supposedly independent

companies in Latin America, 3¢

cording to company and SEC
sources,

SEC investigators served
muitiple subpoenas on Chiquita in
April seeking documents, vaice-
mail messages, reports, memos,
etc., in connection with its probe

the Cincinnati-based banana
giant, according to SEC sources,
The information alzo was cone
firmed in voice-mail messages of
Robert Olson, Chiquita's general
counse ' |, and other company offi-
cials,

The Enquirer also has been
provided voice-mail messages
linking one of Chiquita's lawyers
— Manuel Rodriguez — to an
effort to cover up the bribe
oo 015, aici from e
and US, ;] connecting
x banana company to the illegal

"'Yes, we are investigating all
this and it is a very senious
(Please see CRIQUITA,

Page A6)
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Qlauer" said Mr. Lievano. “It
also a most delicate matter

I one that must be looked
alnto. We will be asking the SEC
those records (voice-mail

oonfinming the Colombian
was Fidel Cano, the Colon-
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Hi Ievel Ch]qmla sources,
and the voice-mail messages,
show Mz, Escobar and Mr, Walk-

fessage,
Walker said a frieod had told him
that he heard “Jorge Forton and

Dsam:():g payment was
made to Colombian customs

ﬁfmsmseunemestaagem
Escobar s “What bap-
pened, remember, Manuel, was
that the company, for security
reasons, defivered what had to be
delivered to the customs agents,
who gave it to a third party and
this party to its fimal destination,
which mezans a Jot of time without
being traced "

Mr, Walker, Mr. Escobar and prove

Mr. Forton dectined repeated En-
guirer requests for comment. -
Mr. Cano, the Colombean Em-

pnvan:uxnpams
a 'I‘tmlsstmﬁyfmusebymr

gwamnmt._ .

Mr. Rodriguez, in ap Oct. 16,
1997, vomemailmmgemjohn
Ordman, Chiquita’s  segior  vice
president of fremoe, described
what qmteddlemnmydﬁ-
dals’ decison o offer the three
men incertives to resign in beu of

leaving beingﬁmde.Rodﬁgldsm

sage was in Sganish and was
tludaledfwlhelinqmm

E?i
y

E
i
g

%
H

157

Mr. Rodriguez then discussed
why it would be a good idea to
allow Mr. Escobar to resign and
give im a Chliquita consulting
contract instead of fining or firng
him for ks tivalvernent in the
Colombian incident.

"Wemmpvehmﬁnt

means that we have to reveal the

'l.etmelellymﬂmmem
situation can be made in relation

" Chiquita lawyer David Hills, in
a Dec. 10, 1997, voice-omil mes-
sage 1 Mr. Otson and Mr. War-

fres employ
ees to comply at all times with the
laws that affect the coopany’s
tusiness.”

by US. companies ayvad may
fall under the U.S. Foreign Cor-
rupt Practices Act (FCPA).

The act, passed @ 1977, fok
lowed 3 series of iwnlemational
scandals in which Amesican com-

mmmhngmswere
caught bribing

imdmmnitﬁngoﬁnracls that
would be Begal in the United
States. The act prohbits U.S.
compames or their employees
from offering a bribe b influence
2 foreign government official’s
acts ot decisions.

The act akso requires that U.S.
compames maitain aourate re-
cords of their foreign aperations.

The SEC and the US. Justice
Department have resonsibility

for mvestigating reports of FCPA
swlations.
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"Fernald Tour Stated”

Fernald Tour Slated

The U.S. Department of Energy and its contractor Fiuor
Danlel Fernald are offering a tour May 12 for the public to
8¢ the clean-up progress at the former Fernald uranium
procesaing plant in Crogby Township.

The tour will highlight the on-site disposal facility, as
woell a3 prograss an the aquifer restoration projects. Tour
stops aiso wlll inciude twe of the most challenging clean-
up sites -~ the wasts pits and the K-85 silos.

Regisuation is required by Fridsy. The tour bus Isaves
at 8 p.m. from the Alpha bullding, 10987 Hamilton-Cleves
Highway. For more information, contact Jeanie Foster at
648-5883. .
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"DOE to empty Fernald silos"
By: Rachel Melcer

DOKE to
empty
Fernald
silos

Moving 1t risky;
leaving it worse

BY RACHEL MELCER
The Cincinnati Enquirer

HARRISON — U.S. De-
partment of Energy (DOE) offi-
cials said Thursday they are
gearing up to move 215,000
square feet of radicactive mate-
rial out of two cracked and
decaying silos and into tempo-
rary holding tanks at *he former
Fernald uranium-processing
plant.

The radon gas-emitting ma-
terials — thought to be the
greatest threat to public health
remaining at the Cold War-era
facility — will then be treated
and transferred to 3 Nevada
dump site by 2008.

But some community mem-
bers, Fernald workers and
members of the Fernald Health
Effects Subcommittee meeting
Wednesday and Thursday here
said they are concerned that
moving the uranium waste
twice will double the possihility
for catastrophe.

(Please aee FERNALD,
Page A6)
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Fernaid: DOE
getting ready
to empty silos

CONTINUED FROM PAGE Al

“They'll just have to be more
careful that it doesn’t react and
get off site,” said Edwa Yocum, a
gubcornmittee member and secre-
tary of Fermald Residents for En-
vironmental Safety and Health
FRESH).

Said FRESH Presmdent Lisa

Crawford: “It's very dangerous -

material. It's the thing that can-
cerns us the most.”

But leaving the matenial in the
silos poses an even greater heaith
threat.

The structures themselves,
though supported by earthen
berms, are unsound and could
crumble under a tornado or other
natural disaster. And a layer of
bentonite clay, pumped into the
silos in 1991 to prevent cancer-
causing radon gas from escaping
through cracks o the concrete
structures, is beginning to decay.

According to Randy Janke, a
DOE nuclear engineer, the 1-foot-
thick layer of clay has lost nearly
40 percent of its ability to block
radon leaks. While that is stil
effective and only background fev-

els of radon are being detected gon

near the siios, he said. the clay
will continue to dry out over the
next few years.

"It was originally envisioned to
tast about five years, so we've had
a good turnaround,” said Dennis
Nixon. sios project manager for
Fluor Daniel Fernald, which is
r ible for the site claanup.

nder original cleanup plans,
the process of treating and mov-
ing the radicactive materials to a
Nevada dump site should alresdy
have been under way. But fallow-
ing a senes of missteps and cost
overruns revealed in 2 1996 £n-
qusrer report, and a 199§ treat-
ment facility accident. the Energy
Department has had to begn

g
'We were putting all our eggs
in one basket,” said%)()h’ special-

ist Nina Akgunduz.

So now private companies
have been asked to submut pro-
posale for treating and remaving
the highly dangerous waste from
the Fernald site, located 17 miles
northwest of Cincinnati on the
Hamiltan-Butler county border,

Four companies, each repre-
senting a different technological
approach, will be selected in Au-
gust to begin developing and test-
mg their theories. But DOE offi-
cials say they don't expect the
actual trestment and removal to
begin until 2005 or be completed
before 2008.

“It takes a long time to get all
of this technological information
together. . . . {t's nat an overnight
job,”” Ms, Akgunduz said. “It takes
time, coats maney.”

Ms. Crawford said her orga-
nization will be manitaring bath of
those factors,

Primarily, FRESH members
are worried that once the slo
materals are safely contained m
interim storage tsnks, the impe-
tus to deal with them will be

€. .
“They call it ‘temporary’ stor-
age. but there’s always a question
that it could stay there, especially
i the (DOE) budget is cut.” Ms.
Yocum said. .
Officials at Fluor Daniel Fer»
nald and the Energy Departmens,
penalized once for their inefficiens
cy at the dte, stress that they
must meet deadlines set by the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency ar face further sanctions.
And bath agencies said they
welcome community and expert
input. as well a8 oversight. 4
“One of our top pricrities afho
is to work with regulators and
stakeholders,” said DOE
woman Kathy Graham. “They've
been helping us determine the
best step forward, and we wifl
continue to work with them.” +r-

b
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" Fernald activist makes rounds in D.C."

By: Ronald F.
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Fernald activist makes rounds in D.C.

By Ronald F. Eckstein
States News Sarvice

WASHINGTON

The Fernald-area woman who
describes herself as a “wife, moth-
er, concemed citizen and taxpay-
er” made her annual trip to
Washington this week to lobby
decision-makers about the need
to clean up the former Fernald
uranium site.

For the ninth year in a row,
Lisa-Crawford came to the
nation's capital to talk to sena-
tors, representatives and U.S.
Department of Energy officials.

Crawford, president of Fernald
Residents for Environmental
Safety and Health, and repre-
sentatives from 15 other states
tame to Washington as part of
the Alliance for Nuclear
Aceountability’s annual D.C.
Days.

She said the alliance is com-
posed of grassroots and national
organizations which represent
communities in the shadow of
nuclear weapons production and
waste disposal sites.

At 1,050 acres, Fernald is one

of the smallest sites being
Elganed up by the Department of

The say (the Fernald site)
should be cleaned up by the year
2006. I think we wxll be darn
Jucky if it is done by 2016. In m
heart, I just can’t see how it
be done by 2006,” Crawford said.

“But we are seeing some
progress, and there is a light at
the end of the tunnel. Making
sure we have an adequnhe level of

will be the key

Crawford was djsheartened to
see DOE reguest less money for
the Fernald cleanup for fiscal
year 1999 than had been original-
ly estimated as the cost for
cleanup. Activists and DOE offz-
cials agreed the $479 million
requested may be $50 million less.
than is required to do the job.

As_ a result of those concerns,
budget issues dominated
Crawford’s six meetings in
Waghington. .
Her first meeting was with an
aide to U.S. Sen. John H. Glenn,
D-Ohio.

“Sen. Glenn has been a huge
propanent for us. When he retires

—KITY

attheendoftheyear it will be a
big logs,” Crawford said. “He bas
been with us since day one in
1984.°

Glenn's slaff agreed the meet-
ing was productie.

*She has been a real important
ally in belpisggmus lgcus on the
necessary bu and approfpria-
tions debates,” said Jack Sparks,
Glenn'’s spokesman. “As the DOE

budget moves though Congress,

we want to make gure that it has
enough money to meet its
cleanup goals at: Fernald ”

Crawford said she also felt good
about her meeting with the staff
of U.S. Sen. Mike DeWine, R-
Ohio. She said DeWine also is
commifted to watching the appro-
priations process.

“We are very familiar with
Lisa, and we are on her side,”

said DeWine an Charles
M. Bolesel. e sewtlhd
never let anything j i e
work being al Fernald.”

Crawford also met with U.S.
Reps. Steve Chabot, R-

Cincinnati, and Rob Portman, R~
Cincinnati, and two officials at
the Department of Energy.

“My goal is to make gure every-
one is on the same page.
Everyone has to know what is
going on,” she said. “When the
department doesn't ask for
enocugh mooey, that is a problem.
Congress can sure we get
enough money, and there is
broad support among the Ohio
delegation.

She said that each year she has
come to Washington, Obio’s
members of Congress have been
better educated about the atatus
of Fernald. Now, she said, she
does not want to lose ground "with
the DOE.

“My message to the people at
the De Bartment of Energy was,
‘Stop. Don’t do this to us. Don’t
ask for less money than you need,’
” ghe said. “We will not tolerate
this. We have a legal agreement
that they must meet. We intend
to hold their feet to the fire.

“We are just grassroots folks

who want a nice, safe place to

live. We just want this site
cleaned up.”
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"Grant big baost to Fernald reuse plan”

By: Nicholas G. Jonson

PR

Grant big boost to

Fernald reuse plan
Energy Depar;rnent releases $262,000

By Nicholas G. Jonson

Journal-News
ROS8 TOWNSMIP

A citizens committee examin-
ing issues relating to comple-
tion of cleanup activities at the
former Fernald uranium pro-
cessin% plant received a
$262,000 grant Thursday from
the .S, De&artment of Energy.
David McWilliams, superinten-
dent of the Ross Lacal School
District and chairman of the
Fernald Community Reuse
Organization, said the two-year
ﬂ'ant will allow the group to
begin planning economic develop-
ment programs. :
. Such programs could involve

‘worker transition, surplus

equipment at the plant and
commercial or industrial devel-
opment at the aite.

_ The organization alread

". begun examining the feasibility

of marketing a 23-acre parcel in
the southwaest corner of the site
for commercial purposes.

- “We're very pleased,”
McWilliams said, referring to
the grant announcement.

> “This gives us the resources we
need to mave ahead with the next
phase and start making some for-

B President of FRESH makes
annual pligrimage. Psge A6

mal plans that will benefit the
local communities — Roas,
Morgan and Crosby townships.”
The organization received a
$150,000 atart-up grant last year
from the DOE to organize and
develop an administrative net-
work. In late March, the group
received a 360,000 grant from the

Ohio Department of Development

for an entrepreneurial assistance

program. :
state grant seeks to stimu-
late growth of local businesses
that migg; be able to use the
akills of former Fernald workers.
Referrin'ﬁ‘to the DOE grant
announced Thursday, McWilli
said, “We expected we might get
it. But we were always concerned
in the back of our minds that
there might be a reduction in
(DOE) funding or that there might
be a delay in these kinds of
(cleanup) pro until funding
issues in i are settled.”
When the organization and its
economic development consul-
tant, Curt Paddack, determine
which programa to pursue, the
group to seek an implemen-
tation grant, McWilliama said.

NC.Se8 PBBS-083
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"House Panel Oks $5.88 For EM, But Amount Includes Unased Funds”

HOUSE PANEL OKs $5.88 FOR EM,

BUT AMOUNT INCLUDES UNUSED FUNDS
And 25% of Program Direction Authorization is to be
Held Until DOE Impraoves Hiring of Technical Staff

The House National Security Commitiee asthorized $5.8
billion (May 6) for DOE's Environmental Management
Program, but $94.] million of that amoum is unspent
money from previous years, putiing the total new funds
at $5.7 billion, $52.3 million less than the Administra-
tion’s FY99 request of $5.62 billion, with $230 million
cut from the privatization request. Notably, the panel
also recommended that 25 percemt of EM’s program
direction money be withheld unn} the Secretary of
Energy submits a plan to "improve the DOE employ-
ment system,” with the Committee arguing that "DOE’s
poor record with regards to enviromnental management
is due in part to failures in hiring quality 1echnical and
management personnel.® On the plus side, the privatiza-
tion cut only affects DOE’s request for the
outyears—FY2000 and beyond—the money needed for
FY99, $286.9 million, was approved. According (o
information provided by the Comrninee, members
reasoned that because the department’s privatization
projects are between 16 and 24 moaths behind schedule,
deferring $230 million should have no appreciable
impact.

DOE Generally Pleased

Senjor DOE officials told WC Monitor Thursday they
had not had an opportunity to review the authorization in
detail, but are concerned about the carryover provision.
"At the end of the [fiscal] year, we're not going to have
any mamey leR,” one official predicted. "All our
money’s going to be committed, so if they're talking
about uncosted money, this $94.1 million is going to
have the same effect as a general reduction.” In general,
however, DOE officials were pleased with what they’ve
seen of the House Authorization so far. "The big picture
is pretty good,” one official reported.

$1

Billien for Closure Fund

The House National Security-approved authorization bill
also provides:

$1 billion for Rocky Flats, Fernald and the other
"Closure Projects;” $40 million more than the
Adminstration’s request;

$1 billion to facilitate construction and site comple-
tion at facilities DOE will close by 2006; $38
million more than the Administration’s request;
$2.8 billion for construction and project work at
facilities witb complex and exiensive envirommental
issues that DOE will close afier 2006; $92 million
awre than the administcation’s request;

$270.8 million for EM’s Scieace and Technology
Program, a $77.8 million over the Adminstration’s

request.
Privatization Still Ok Says DOE

A DOE official said Congress financia! approach to
privatization will work, although it wasn’t the
department’s first choice. "It means we’ll have to ask for
more money Jater on,” the official reported. "Obviously,
we’d like 10 have as much money up from to increase
our comfort Jevel.” The official disagreed with the
Commitiee's reasoning on the deferral, saying the
"delays" cited by members were actually a result of the
department’s decision to do more design work on the
Hanford 1ank project prior to beginning construction.
*So we won't have to pay out as mmch up from,” the
official explaised. "But it’s not accusate to call it a
schedule delay. It's a re-phasing of the project.”

Subcommittee Wrangling Secured Funding

Behind-the-scenes negotiations both prior 1o, during and
even after the Procurement Subcommitee markup
resulted in extra moaey for key EM projects. In the days
leading up to the session, for example, Rep. Doc
Hastings (R-Wash.) persuaded subcommitiee Chairman
Duncan Hunter (R-Calif.) 10 approve $18 million for the
single-shell tank program and $12 million to fund the
"cocooning™ of old reactors along the Colombia River.
That mopey was included in the base bill the subcommit-
tee considered.

The subcommittee had also planned to cul funding for
the Office of Community anxd Worker Tramition and to
phase that program’s activities out after FY99. Rep.
Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), however, iitroduced an
amendment reinstating funding for that program. The
amendment failed on a 12-10 vote, but Hill staffers

reported that late-night negotiations resuited in $10

million in funding for OCWT being included in the bill
that eventually weat before the full commitee.

Likewise, a proposed amendment by Reps. Adam Smith
(D-Wash.) and John Spran (D-S.C.) 10 tocrease funding
for Hanford by $75 million never made it before the
subcormmitiee. The $75 million did make into the
autharization, although not in the form Swmith and Spratt
onginally intended; the subcommittee split that money
among five sites amxd two programs, with Hanford

" receiving a total of $17 million. Of that, S} million will

go to the site’s vadose zome project; $9 million to
address Tank SY-101, the so-called "burping tank"; and
$7 million will go to a final safety report for the site.
The rest of the money was allocated as follows: $18
miltion for infrastructure investment at Savannah River;
$10 million for Rocky Flats; $10 million for the Office

of Commmunity and Worker Transition (this was included
instead of the Grzham amendment); $5 million for

Pantex; awd $8 millioo for the Y-12 Plant s Oak Ridge,
Tenn. «

*
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"NTS LLRW Dispasal Volumes"”

NTS LLRW Disposal Volumes

The Nevada Test Site received 16 shipments of Low Level Radioactive Waste totalling 17.826 cubic feet during April.
The Mound Site and Rocky Flats contributed the bulk of that waste, with Mound sending 7,896 cubic feet in three
shipments, and Rocky Flats making four shipments totalling 4,340 cubic feet. Shipments from Fernald have not yel
resumed, pending the wrap up of an investigation into the December spill. «

WASTE MANAGEMENT PROJECT FY 98 RADIOACTIVE WASTE SUMMARY

[r———— e — - — —--

W/E 03 May 98 FY 88 TOTAL WP TOTAL
DOE Approved Disposal No. of Volume | Na. of Volume Volume Valume Volume
Qenarators Lacution 8hlp- (Cu.Ft.) | ICu. M. Ship- {Cu. Ft.) (Cu. M.) (Cu. A1) (Cu. M.}
menta mants
Aberdeen Area 3 0 0 0.00 0.0 0 0.00 120 3,40
Area § 0 0 0.00 1.0 448 12.69 66.504 1.883.19
Allied Sigaal Area § 0 0 0.00 0.0 0 0.00 413 11.69
Area 3 0 0 0.00 0.0 0 0.00 204,945 5,803.39
Bechtet Nevada ™4 rer s 0 0 000 1.0 943 26.70 15.081 421.05
Mixed 0 0 0.00 0.0 0 0.00 163 4.62
Area 3 0 0 0.00 26.0 46,923 1,328.7t | 3,158,736 89.455.29
FERMCO Area S 0 0 0.00| 190 15,962 452.00 | 2.473.156|  70.031.86
Ares 3 0 0 0.00 8.0 10,792 305.60 161,029 4,559.83
General Atomic Ares 5 0 0 0.00 3.0 2,290 64.85 415,949  11,778.34
IT Corporation Area 3 0 0 0.00 0.0 0 0.00 419 11.87
Area S 0 0 0.00 0.0 0 0.00 7,676 217.36
ITRI Area S 0 0 0.00 2.0 1.919 54.34 6.974 197.48
Area 3 0 [ 0.00 5.0 6,729 190,54 78.218 2,214.88
LNLL, CA Ares S ! 382 1082 1.0 5,359 151.74 32.591 922.87
Area 3 0 0 0.00 0.0 0 0.00 14,899 421.89
MOUND
Ares S o 0 0.00 16.0 27,960 791715 | 1,598,933 45,276.67
PANTEX Area S 2] 1,746 49.44 3.0 2,954 83.65 107,671 3,048.89
RMI Area S 0 0 0.00 1R [} 0.00 . 33,657 953.06
Areg 3 [ 0 0.00 0.0 0 0.00 105 2.97
ROCKETDYNE ™05 0 0 0.00 9.0 5,005 1a1.74 41.727 1.181.57
Ares S ] 1,33) 37.69 29.0 38,305] 1.084.69 | 2,179,159 61,706.82
Rocky Flae Mixed 0 0 000|  00] o 000 | 283372|  8.024.19
Area 3 0 0 0.00 0.0 0 0.00 2,287 64.76
SANDIA Nil
Lab, CA- Area.§ 0 0 0.00 0.0 0 0.00 15,703 444 .67
SANDIA Nd Lab, Area § 0 0 0.00 7.0 3,341 94.61 12,866 364,33
NM
‘ Area 3 0 0 0.00 0.0 0 0.00 89,980 2.547.95
Inactive offsite
wagle generators Area 5 0 0 0.00 0.0 0 0.00 3s.654 1.094.56
' Area 3 0 0 0.00 0.0 0 000 | 8211495 232,523.26
Inactive ansite
Wagls generators Area § 0 a 0.00 0.0 o 0.00 76.538 2,167.3%
GRAND TOTAL 4| 23459 97.95 140 168,932 4,783.61 | 19,329,021 $47.336.03
——— . T e ——T — |
Yam) cffrm wase recwivet In FY 08 @ t87. Cu, Fi.; ,736.90 Cu. M - : ]
Ottue wame Gxrprsse spproximazrly B ol it i :wo L:-ﬁ:;“mm o uﬁ?&t :;"Lf.' m“
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"Fernald waste is ready for shipping"’
By: Rachel Melcer

Fernald
waste IS
ready for
shipping

Court quashes
suit over bids

BY RACHEL MELCER
The Cincinnati Enquirer

After a federal appeals court lifted
an injunction Friday, Department of
Energy officials breathed a sigh of
relief and prepared to begin shipping
1 million tons of low-level radioactive
waste from the former Fernald urani-
um processing plant. ‘

The projected seven-year disposal
process was naarly stalled by a law-
suit filed last year by Pasadena, Tex-
ag,based Waste Control Specialists

(WCS), which wanted a piece of the

$400 million pie, _

The company, prevented by Texas
law from obtaining the permits DOE
requires of its radioactive dump sites,
said it was unfairly excluded from the
hidding process.

95/18.98 15:43  PUBLIC AFFAIRS + DOUG SARND

Court dismisses suit

But a three-judge panel of the 5th
Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals disa-
greed. )

It lifted 2 lower court injunction
that prevented the DOE from enter-
ing into a disposal contract and or-
dered the dismissal of the WCS law-
suit, .

So now, barring any further appeal
by WCS, the energy department and
site manager Fluor Daniel Fernald
can yesume negotiations with the
gualified companies that bid on a

100 million dumping contract, the
biggest part of the overall disposal
project. Officials would not reveal the
names of those firms, but a leading
contender is sure ta be Clive, Utah-
based Envirocare — which receives
nearly all of the government’s nuclear
waste,

“We welcome the news,” said Flu-
or Daniel Fernald spokesperson Ka-
thy Graham. “Although all of the
implications of the ruling have not
been worked ont, it appears a trouble-
some cbstacle , .. has been lifted,”

John Kyte, a Washingtan, D.C.,-
based attorney representing WCS,
sgid Friday he does not yet know
whether hia client will appeal the case
to the Supreme Court.

Fernald cleanup deadlines
Although the potentially prece-
dent-getting lawsuit could have hin-
dered cleanup efforts at DOE sites
nationwide, the department’s immedi-
ate concern was the Fernald contract.

After several missteps and cost
overruns at the Fernald site, revealed
in part through a 1996 Enquirer
report, the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency imposed cleanup
deadlines for the Fernald site.

One of these requires DOE to
begin shipping \the 1 million tons of
low-level radioactive waste off site by
March 1, 1999 — g date that would
have been impossible to meet if the
injunction had nat been lifted by this
fall, local DOE officials said,

NO.115 PO82-032
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"Grant to explore Fernald site development”
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Grant to explore Fernald site development

Fram stal anc wire reports

A $262,000 grant from the U.S. Department of
Energy will be used for planning econornic-de-
velopment uses of the site of the former
Fernald uranium-processing plant.

The Energy Department, which announced
the grant Thursday, hopes to conclude radioac-
tive cleanup of the 1,050-acre site by 2006 and
make the land available for community use.

The grant will be funneled through the
Fernald Community Re-use Or ation —
which the Energy Department created in 1096
— to provide economic development planning

ald to site workers and nearby communities.
The organization has also recejved state sup-
ﬁ)ort to plan long-term uses of the Fernald site,

cl)\‘xdlng possible use for light industryorasa
park.

Energy Department officials said employ-
ment at the site will be greatly reduced during
the coming years as phases of the cleanup work
are completed. The grant money is also for use
to provide assistance to workers who will lose
their jabs.

The Fernald plant processed uranjum for the
governmant's production elsewhere of nuclear

weapons from 1861 until 1888.
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"Shareholder takes Chiquita to court

i CINCINNATI

Shareholder takes
Chiquita to court

A shareholder filed a lawsuit against Chiquita :
Brands International Inc. Thursday, claiming
at shareholders would suffer from Chiquita's
simproper and illegal” activity in Central Ameri- i
fle.
= Shareholder Helen Bondy based the lawsuit, -
filed in Hamilton County Common Pleas Court, .
on stories published last week in the Cincinnati
Enquirer on Chiquita's political efforts, labor
practices, corporate structure and environmental
:"ecord, particularly in Honduras.
+ The lawsuit names as defendants the compa-
y, Chairman Carl Lindner Jr., vice chairman
eith Lindner and several directors.’
< Chiquita officials said Thursday they had not
feen the lawsuit and could not comment, They -
anve denied wrongdoing in response to the arti-
es.

NO.892 PB93/088
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"Stockholders sue Chiquita over reports”
By: Mike Gallagher and Cameron McWhirter

Stockholders
sue Chiquita
over reports

Three separate
lawsuits charge

mismanagement Qb

BY MIKE GALLAGHER
and CAMERON
MCWHIRTER

The Cincinnati Enquirer

Three stockholders of Chi-
quita Brands International Inc.
have filed separate lawsuits
against the company and its
board of directors, saying they
violated their duties by engag-
ing in illegal acts, gross mis-
management and abuse of cor-
porate control.

. Sharehotder Helen Bondy
filed her lawsnit Thursday,
while Hal Bloomberg and Anne
Shapiro filed theirs Friday. No
addresses were provided in the
court papers for the three
stockholders. Ms. Shapiro’'s
lawyer said she lived in Putnam
County, N.Y. None could be
reached for comment.

Wording of the lawsuits,
filed in Hamilton County Court
of Common Pleas, was virtually
identical. Named as defendants
were Chiguita and all seven
members of the board: Carl H.

Lindner Jr., chairman and chief
executive officer; Keith E. Lind-
ner, vice chairman; Fred J.
Runk, director; Jean Head Sis-
co, director; William W. Verity,

director; Oliver W. Waddell, di-
rector, and Steven G. Warshaw,
director, president and chief op-
erating officer.

The three lawsuits recount
questionable business practices
revealed in an 18-page section
in Sunday’s Cincinnati Enquir-
er.
They allege that the board of
directors violated its “fiduciary
respansibilities” to protect the
company, its assets, reputation,
and its shareholders’ invest-
ments. They claim that Chiquita
and its directors were involved
in, permitted, or should have
been aware that company em-
ployees engaged in activities
such as: |

» The bribing of Colombian
government cofficials to obtain
access to a state-owned ware-
house facility in violation of the
H.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices

ct.

P Routinely conducting aeri--

al spraying of hazardous and
toxic pesticides on its banana
(Please see SUITS,

Page AS5)

.

NC.282 POB4.698

Chiquita: 3 lawsuits
filed by stockholders

CONTINUED FROM PAGE Al

crops while unprotected warkers were
in the fields.

» Endangering the lives and health
of employees by the misuse of pesticides
and the emission of toxic fumes from a
Costa Rican factory run by a Chiquita
subsidiary.

» Mamtaining a system to routinely
rotate workers from one subsidiary to
another to deprive them of benefits and
prevent them from organizing in unions.

» Circumventing existing labor
agreements by closing and em-
ploying foreign military forces to raze
long-standing villages over the protest
of local remidents and international hu-
man rights organizstions.

P Assisting companies with which it
does business to avoid tax obligations.

» Creating an international trust
structure to crcumvent foreign nations’
l’:nd-ownemlﬁp and nati security

WS,

“No reasonable individual could have
believed that the company was justified
in failing to monitor and impose ade-
quate mechanisms and safeguards and
to investigate and correct the mislead-
ing, deceptive and illegal practices,” Ms.
Bondy's lawsuit stated.

The lawsuits, called derivative com-
plaints, state that Chiquita directors, by
falling to halt illegal and improper ac-
tions by company employees, left share-
holders vulnerable to extensive financial
losses through paotential lawsuts and
state and federal investigations.

The lawsuits also cite the possihility
that an ongoing U.S. Secunties and
Exchange Comrrussion investigation into
Chiquita’s business practices could lead
ta substantial fines, court-ordered sanc-
tions and criminal prosecution. Any or
all of those things would harm and
diminish the shareholders' investments,

the suits state,

“The company has engaged in illegal
activities, its corporate assets have been
wasted, the value of its common stock
has been adversely affected, the compa-
ny has been and will continue to be
subjected to litigation as a result of the
wrongful conduct alleged, and the com-
pany has lost credibility, its reputation
has been damaged, and its ability to be
competitive has been seriously under-
mined,” Ms. Shapiro’s lawsuit alleges.

Chiquita offidals did not respond
Friday to Enguirer questions about the
lawsuits.

The lawsuits were filed on behalf of
the shareholders by Richard 5. Wayne
and William K. Flynn of the Cincinnati
law firm Strauss & Troy. Each share-

holder also has retamed New York .

lawyers.

Flynn were unsuccessful.

Stanley M. Grossman, the New York
lawyer representing Ms. Shapiro, told
the Enguirer Friday that the “extensive
and well-documented” newspaper arti-
cles, along with additional information

- obtained by the attorneys, prompted the

quick legal action.

“It sounds like a very serious situa-
tion at Chiguita and there is just no
reason to wait when this information is
currently available,” Mr. Grossman said.
“Hopefully, these lawsuits will prompt
some corrective action by the (Chiquita)
board.”

Mr. Grossman said “it is still being
decided” whether Ms. Shapiro will at-
tend Chiquita’s annual stockholders’
meeting in Cincinnati on Wednesday.

Arther N. Abbey, the New Yark
attorney representing Ms. Bondy, and
Marian P. Rosner, the New York attor-
ney for Mr. Bloomberg, could nat be
reached for comment.

Efforts to reach Mr. Wayne and Mr.
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Difficult story
does great service

Let me commend and thank
vou for the thoroughly proics-
stonal. but also thoroughly
courageous, report on Chiguita
Brands. As someone peripheral
ly involved in the protesis
around the eviction of the vil
lagrers of Tacamiche, | well real-
ize the difficuhy of gathering
convincing inforrnation on such
issues — as well as the reper.
cussions of doing s,

You have done a great sor-
vice to our community. [ am
proud o be an Enguirer sub-
seniber.

PAUL KNITTER
Pleasant Ridge

Would the Enquirer
investigate Gannett?

As an advertiser and sub-
scriber ta the Enguirer. | am
very upset that you would waste
18 pages on a personal witch
hunt of Chiquita and the Lind-
ners. Would you devote as
much space to an expose on
your parent company Gannett?
(Something negative surcly
couid be found.)

It is curious that the Wall
Streer Journal did not even men.
tion your article.

Long live the Lindners and
Chiquita.

GARY HORWITZ
Wyoming

Beginning ofera
in honest reporting

Ijust read your incrediblc
“book” on Chiguita. I would like

to congratulme the Enquires [or
asuperb job on, finallv, some
real reparting about our real
consumer workl,

} arn a proiessor of liberatio
theulogy at Thomas Morc Col-
lege. ] also teach philosophy
courscs. ] constantly expose my
students to not only the Old and
New Testaments and Papal Doc-
uments on World Justice, but
document these with as much
recent research as I can find.

Your article and section come
just in time for my students' final
cxams, and they can now sec
that it's not just their alarmist
professor with all his books and
rescarch. but an issue that
Catholic and other Christian
university students have a great
opportunity to work on. With
your work, 1 only hope that this
is a new era in student aware-
ness, work and influence on a
more just globe.

STEPHEN C. HOLLER
Harrison Township

Carl Lindner has
given much to city

You have devoted 20 pages in
one day to smearing one of our
city's most treasured citizens,
his family and the families of all
who work with him.

Carl Lindner has buih
schools, libraries, churches.
muscums and hospitals, and has
given Lo counuess charitivs and
individuals in our city. These
good decds would undoubtedly
§ll more than 20 pages of print.

Think of Uvs city without Mr,
Lindner. his family and busi-
neuses, This man should be
praised, not persecuted.

With all his accomplish-

ments, Mr. Lindner has stated
his proudest achievement is that
his children are Christians, Ina
city that prides itseli on moral
and Christan values, here is
goud Christian family that pub-
licly and privately supports
these valucs.

KENNETH and
KAREN BERRY
Anderson Township

Chiquita owes
community answers

| was surprised 1 see a head-
line that challenged the business
practices of Chiquita. The article
was lengthy. well-documented
and very disturbing. It is not
enough for Chiquila to simply
deny the Enguirer’s allegations.
These issues of injustice to other
people and to the environment
are very serious. It is my hape
that the community will demand
answers and not be satisfied
until they are given truthfully.

I applaud the investigative
reporlers who wrote the in-
depth article and the president
and publisher of the Enguirer
for having the courage (o print
the story.

PRISCILLA MINKIN
Anderson Township

Print all the news
that fits your needs

How in the world did you
ever decide to mount such a
vendeta against Chiquita and
the Lindner family? You only
looked for dirl, and no mattcr
what you found. you bem to fit
your needs.

I've been to Costa Rica and

- SECRETS |
Kevealed

Readers respond to an
Enguirerinvestigation published
last Sunday. “Chiquita: An
empire buiit on controversy.”
For more readers' letters on this
topic, pigase see page BS.

Chiguitz

seen Chiguita's rescarch facili-
ties, processing plants and
farms. When you drive through
the farm gates, it seems you've
left one poor country and
arrived ata wealthy one. The
contrast is such that those jobs
and living conditions are desper-
atcly sought after.

I don’t think i could work in
the fields, but | could sure live in
the housing provided by Chiqui-
ta. Of coursc, maybe | was look-
ingr for one thing and the
Enguirer quite another. I'm dis
gusted beyond words.

KENNETH BOTTOM
Amclis

Time for Chiquita
to change its ways
Your report on Chiquita is not
only a well<crafted picee of jour-
nalism, but 8 sigmificant contri-
bution to the banana workers of
Central America, The work of
Enguirer reporiers Mike Gak
lagher and Cameron
McWhirwr is a shocking confir-
mation that Chiquita is a compa-
ny built on repression and
exploitation. The international
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attention that this report is In the U.S.. we have eminent among the most forward think-
receiving necessitates immedi- | domain; in Honduras, you called | ing companies, making measure
ate penance from Chiquita. it being evicted. able improvements on farming
I'm sending copics of the Given the number of shups. operations throughoul Latin
report to the National Labor leaving Central American purts | America. The Rainforest
Commiftee, the Campaign for | with Chiquita cargoun adaily | Alliance stands firmly behind all
Labor Rights, Witness for bagis, it is not surprising that of its certifications, including
Peace, Public Citizen and the cocaine made it on some of farms owned by Chiquita
U.S./Guatemala Labor Educa | them. It is exemplary that their The Enguirer inaccurately
tion Praject. The Campaign for | record is so clean. states that Chiquita is the only
Labor Rights has issued an alert 1 don't think that your producer to have been certified.
on this issue. reporters are naive; they were | The Better Banana Project has
Chiquita's dark secretshave | prabably hoping thatthe certified many other indepen-
been exposed, and the dissemi- | Enquirers readership isnaive. | dent banana producers in Costa
nation of this information is pro- | But we're not. Rica, Panama, Ecuador and
ceeding quickly. Now is the time Colombia.
for Chiquita to admi to its WILLIAM H, SCOVILLE |  The Enguirer fails to high-
wrongdoings and change its Mount Laokout | light the significant and demon-
ways. ;t:ablegnprovgoems h(hat the
tter Banana Project has initi-
wuSTIN prae | Banana farmssee | Bev Anar Broive bas ¥
Member, Cincinnati Central | MBNY IMProvements | greqiy reduced on certified
American Task Force and Latin | The Enguirer’s May 3 special | farms. Worker housing has
America Awareness Group of | section on Chiquita Brands been improved. Packing plants
Northern Kentucky University | International Inc. misrepresents | have been remodeled to make
gxe Rainfo Pr:)est Alhan'd &e’s Better ﬁlx)tlzm l;]sifsugr axl;d more ;omfort-

't mistak anana Project and the able. ic bags used to pro-
Don’t e your progress that has been madein | tect the fruit as it matures were
readers as naive leading the banana industry once a common stream poliu-

The slant of your Chiquits- toward improved conditions tant; now certified farms collect
related "investigative reporting” | (“Chiquita: An empire builton | all plastic and recycle most of it
has taken the art of making controversy”l.
mountains out of molehills to a The Better Banana Project is DANIEL R. KATZ
new low. I'm sure that your an independent, third-party cer- Executive director
reporters are not naive to how | tification program which has Rainforest Alliance
international business — espe- | established an extensive set of .
clally business in Central Ameri- | environmental and social crite- | Editor's note: 7he Enquirer
ca — works. Money is influ- ria for [arms and then approves - | did not report that Chiquita is the
ence, and influence is power. those operations that meet the | only producer to have been certs-
That holds true here in Cincin- | rigorous certification require- | fied under the Better Banana
nati, too. How else would the ments. Once certified, farms are | program. Jt reported that 74 of
banana merchants on Pete Rose | inspected on an annual and ran- | the 81 farms certified under the
Way be displaced for a stadium? | dom basis by local conservation | program, o7 91 percent, were

I recognize that I'm mixing groups to verify continued com- | owned by Chiguita subsidigries.
apples and oranges. However, pliance. The numbers were provided by
the same is true in applying our Among major banana compa- | the Roinforest Alliance. The arti-
judgments and values on other | nies, Chiquita took the lead in cle also noted that Chiguita's
cultures. In the United States, adopting environmenta) and chief U.S. competitors, Dole and
we have political contributions; | social criteria into their farm Del Monte, are not involved in
in Colombia, you label it a bribe. | management plans, It has been | the program.
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High-quality journalism
increases quality of life
When | saw the front page of thy
Enquirer May 3. Cincinnan suadeniy
became a far maose livabie city. A
major newspaper commitied to high-
quality investigative journalism is
egsemal to the quality of life in any
community of significance. The well-
researched and carefully presented
Chiquita story demonstrated that the
Engquirer takes seriously its journalis-
tic role to keep members of the com-
munity informed about the operations
of its institutions, even at the nisk of
taking on the city's most pawerful cor-
porate, cultural and social groups.
Thank you for making Cincinnati 4
“better place to live.

KRISTIN DIETSCHE
Hyde Park

Readers know who
performs honest service

Regarding recent aitacks on Chig-
vita Brands International Inc. and the
Lindner family, it appears the Enquir-
er has decided to follow the school of
“gotcha” journalism. William Ran-
dolph Hearst perfected this type of
yellow journalism which sensational-
ized minor stories, (abricated Ues and
distorted the truth. lt is amazing to
me that Cincinnati would support a
newspaper which is so intent on
destroying one of its leading corpo-
rate citizens and families. - ° '

Where are the stories on the good
Chiquita and the Lindners have done
for this community? Where is the bal-
ance in showing the economic bene-
fits of the company to the Central
American countries in which it oper-
atea? Where are the stories regarding
the unwarranted protectionist policies
of European nations which directly
ocounter free-trade principles and the
idea of open markets?

" In an effort to sell newspapers, the
Enquirer has published distortions in
the guise of community service, Jtis
my hope that Enquirer readers will
recognize who has performed gen-
uine, honest and faithful service and
generosily to this city and its people.
In this case, itis clearly not the
Enguirer *

DOUGIAS SLAGLE
Madeira

What’s next, Delta
as a drug runner?

&l}'emember that pride comes before

Se'ematomelhmseen and heard
storiea about illegal drugs (cocaine
specifically) being confiscated after
attempts o ship them into Cincinnati

PUBLIC AFFAIRS > DOUG SARNO

Chiguha
SE(RETS
Revealed

on Delta aircraft. When is your “story”
about Delta being a drug-running
operation (as you implied about Chig:
uita) goingt o be published? | can
hardly wait. In the meantime, 1 guess |
will have to keep myself current via
other 100-percent factual sources of
journalism, such as The Jerry Springer
Showt

WALTER BOWLES
loveland

Condemn Chiquita,
ignore Clinton

1find it extremely interesting that
the Catholic Church has not taken a
stand on President Bill Clinton. 1s the
Bishop from Detroit more interested
in Honduras than the United States of
America (“Catholic leader rips Chiqui-
ta,” May 4]?

PAUL HINSON
Eastgate

Catholic Church should

return Lindner’s money
Your story detajling Chiquita's
exploitation of its Latin American
workers was not surprising. Some cor-
porations behave irresponsibly. Profits
often take first place ahead of workers.
In light of Detruit's Bishop Thomas
Gumbleton's statement affirming
Chiquita’s immoral practices in Latin
America, I'm extremely disappointed
that Archbishop Daniel Pilarczyk
accepted Carl Lindner's §1.5 million
gift for our Yocal Catholic schools.
The gift was indeed generous and
most surely needed by Catholic,
inner-city schools, for computer
equipment. However. what are we
teaching Catholic school children
about social justice: Exploitation of
workers is wrong except when the
exploiter gives a lot of money to our
schools? ‘ ’
The archbishop should return Mr.
Lindner's money, .

DAVE VANDIVIER
Fairficld

Archbishop’s views
buried in paper

Why did the Detroit bishop's sensa-
tional comments receive page Al,
bold-headline treatment and Cincin-
nati's archbishop's response was

5
8
3
3
3

buried on page AB? Since the arch-
bisnop's upinion did not agrec with
the paper the respuitse was buried,

| Docs the Enyuirer have 3 vendena or
L S G @INCa View?

MARK KADNAR
Loveland

Banana farm workers
paid, treated very well

I am a former employee of Chiquita
and spent 18 months auditing its plan-
tations in Panama, Handuras and Cos-
ta Rica. The working conditions were
safe and clean, the employees were
treated and paid well and everyone
geemed quile satisfied with their lives,
Stated througthoul the Enquirer's
report were stalements saying the
workers were being exploited and
paid low wages.

As a former Peace Corps volunteer
in Costa Rica, | know that Chiquita
pays its farm workers three to four
times whai Costa Rican farmers and
companies do. Plus, Chiquiia gives
them housing, health insurance, pen-
sion and other benefits and bonuses
that local businesses do not. Have
your reporters check Chiquita's
income statements and ask them if
the workers are still being exploited.

The report says that due to Chiqui-
ta's efforts to open Europe toits
bananas, economies in Caribbean
islands will be destroyed and drugs
will flow into the United States. So
now, will Chiquita also be responsible
for crack in Cincinnati? :

While Chiquits is not run by Boy
Scouts and may be guilty of serious
crimes, the gross subjectivity of the
reporters lost their credibility with
me. | find it ironic that a profitable
company like the Enquirer, which
recently pulled the contracts of its
independent paper deliverers to
increase its own profits and control,
would entitle a report on another com-
pany which is losing money, “Power,
money and control.”

GERRY THIEMANN
Mount Airy

Newspaper showed real
courage taking on power

In the past I have been very critical
of the Enquirer because | am opposed
to almost everything that Republicans
are for. However, the articles on Chig-
uila took real courage on the Enquir-
ers purt. My sop is a newspaper
reporter i Galvesion and T know how
difficult it is to go against the wealthy
power biokers in a city. Thanks for an
excellentjob., -

RICHARD A. SCHLADEN
Aurora
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Team digs up tales
of Fernald exposure

Workers’ accounts
stun DOE officials

BY RACHEL MELCER
The Cincinpati Enquirer

No one ever told workers al
the former Fernald urapium
processing plant that they
shouldn't taste radioactive ma-
terials.

So, without knowmg they
were ingesting a carcinogen,
middle managers would routine-
ly pot a uranium oxide called
“green salt” on their tongues to
check for the telltale metallic
laste of a good sample. At the
height of the Cold War, they
worried that if they sen! sam-
ples of poor quality to ¢ lab for

testing, their
productivity
records
would suffer.
“m sure
they wouldn’t
have dooe it
if they
thought it
Gene anham was dange(
ous,” said Susan Pinney, assoc
ate professor of em'lmnmenta]
health at the University of Cio-
cinnati College of Medicine.
Her story, gamered from in-
terviews with former Fernald
workers, stuoned a group of
officials from the Department of
Energy (DOE), the Centers for

{Please see FERNALD,
Page AS5)

Fernald: Exposure tales surface

CONTINUED FROM PAGE Al

Disease Control and Prevention, the
National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health (NIOSH) and Agen-
cy for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry.

None of them knew that it had
happened. They won't find record of
the procedure in any training manual.

That’s exactly why the tale is so
important.

Guided by the Fernald Health Ef-
tects Subcommittee that met last
week in Harrison, scienlists are
spending thousands of hours and
millions of dollars to re-create the
conditions at Fernald when it was in
tull operation. They want to know
who was contaminated and with what,

With those answers, expetts will be
able to determine who was harmed by
uranium, radon and a variety of noo-ra-
divactive contarminants.

“Things keep surfacing.” said Lar-

ry Elliott of NIOSH, who bas ques-
tioned former uranium plant workers
at retiree picnics and through panel
discussions.

As administrator of a worker med-
tcal health monitoring program estab-
lished through settlement of a lawsuit
against Fernald by its former employ-
ees, Dc. Pinney is responsible for
asking questions about the plant to
form a working database.

“It’s almost pitiful the amount of
information we have on levels of
exposure,” said environmental con-
sultant Joseph Farrell, chairman of
the Health Effects Subcommittee.

“The only people who know where
they've been and their exposures are
the workers themiselves.”

But some observers say that
should not be the case.

Gene Branham, vice president of
tlie Fernald Atomic Trades Councll,

recllad manitnrine daiees that wpre

attached to workers and used in Fer-
nald plants. He remembered reports
of tests being conducted on the or-
gans of workers who died after expo-
sure. He says the Department of
Energy should have those records.

“We're spending money to recon-
struct information that should already
exist,” he said.

Paul Seligman, in charge of the
project for DOE, promised to share
whatever information he could obtain.
But even he can’t find much of the
data hidden by Cold War secrecy.

“There's a great body of informa-
tion out there that [ don’t even know
exists,”” Mr. Seligman said.

At Hanford, a former nuclear
weapons production site in Richland,
Wash., DOE conducted a three-year
search for records. Ten years later,
information s stll surfacing, said
Mike Sage, deputy chief of the CDC
Radiatian Sturhee Rranch

"It makes you wonder, are we
missing sorething?”’ he sad.

The information, vital to the health

of people in and around Fercald, is also
important in building trust.

Louis Doll, Greater Cincinnati
Building Trades' representative at
Fernald, says the secrecy even affect-
ed suboontractors such 2 himself,
who went lo work at the defunct
uranium plant in the mid-1980s.

“1 didn’t even know whal the place
was,” he said. “You would walk mto a
building to paint the walls and it's all
green (from uranium) and ywu'd think,
‘l ain’t pever seen this color,” 2nd
woader why. Thal raises concerns.

*After years of secrecy and atroci-
ties, the direction that you (govern-
ment agencies) take is going to say a
lot about your intentions. You're go-
ing to have to build a body « truthful-
ness here.”
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IG Finds Fault With Fernald
Hiring/Firing Practices, Again

In a veplay of earlier problems,
the operstor of the Energy
Depariment’s Fernald site in Ohlo
agaln has come under criticism for
firing longtime workers to save
money, only toquickly replace them
with new temporary workers.

Auditors with .the Energy
Deparument’s Office of Inspector
General said the poor work force
planning by Fluor Daniel Hanford
resulted in DOE spending $13.7 mil-
lion for severance paymemnts to long-
time workers and then spending an
extra $7 million to hire new 1empo-
rary workers, at least 39 of whom
were in the same job classifications
as the permanent employees let go.

Beyond the fiscal implications, the
auditors said Fluor's actions violated

BY GEORGE LOBSENZ

DOQE policy that longtime depart-
ment workers be retained and re-
trained for new jobs whenever pos-
sible.

Further, the IG’s office said in a
new audit report, DOE improperly
reimbursed Flvor for $405,000 in “un-
reasonable” cosis incurved by the
company in liring and then firing
temporary workers.

But the bottom line, the auditors
said, is that Fluor did not achieve the
overall payroll and budget reductions
DOE has claimed for two rounds of
layoffs at-the former uranium pro-
cessing site since 1993,

“The department reported that
1,007 employtes were separated be-

tween fiscal years 1994 through
1996,” the report said. “However, the
actval reduction in Fluor Daniel's
staffing was considerably less than
reported.”

The avditors seid Fluor had 2,412
permanent employees when the first
wave of layoffs took place in 1993,
And as of the end of 1997, Fluor had
2,014 permanent employees on
board—making for a total work force
reduction of only 398,

The report also said the savings
from that 398-worker cut were con-
siderabiy eroded by the biring of tem-
porary workers at the su:ne time.

“A major portion of the savings
which might have accrued (o the de-
partment as a result of reducing the
Fluor Daniel work force by 398 em-
ployees was offset by the $7 milljon
increase in the annual cost of lempo-
rary workers,” the auditors said.

“Therefore, instead of spending

(Continued on page 2)

lof2

1462




. B5,12/98 12:30 PUBLIC AFFAIRS » DOUG SARNO

April 28, 1998

The Energy Daily

Front Page ,

*IG Finds Fault With Fernald Hiring/Firing Practices, Again"'

By: Gearge Lohsenz

Hiring/Firing Practices...
(Cantinved from page one)

$13.7 million to reduce the work force by 1,007 employees as reported,
the department actually paid more than $20 million (o reduce Fluor's
work force by only 398 employees,” they concluded.

The auditors also expressed concern that when permanent employ-
ees were fired, they sometimes were replaced—within days—by tem-
porary workers performing the exact same job. For example:

* Fluor separated an environmental/lab scientist 11] on Auvgust 21,
1995, at a cost of $34,103, baving three weeks earlier hired an
environmental/lab scientist II1 from a temporary service subcontrac-
for.

¢ Fluor fired an information/records specialist 111 on July 3, 1995,
with a $17,223 severance package, baving bired a temporary informa-
tion/records specialist IIl two days earlier.

* Two information/records specialists 1 were fired in the summer of
1995, with severance packages between $16,500 and $17.000. Fluor
then hired temporaries in the same job classification only days or weeks
later.

“As of June 30, 1997, all four of [those) subcontractor employees
were still employed as ‘temporary workers’ at the Fernald Project,” the
auditors noted.

The report said Fluor officials jusiified the replacement of those
permanent employees on the grounds that it would have been o
expensive and lime-consuming to train them for the new assignments
taken on by the lemporary workers. But the suditors noted Fluor had
been explicitly ordered by DOE to maximize the reassignment and
retraining of permanent employees whose jobs were being eliminated
due to downsizing and changing missions at Fernald.

The IG report, dated April 1 but only released last week. echoes
criticisms made by the IG’s office in an April 1996 review of the first
round of layoffs at Fernald. The 1996 repont found that Fluor spent §2.9
million to separate 255 employees in October 1993, but that only a year
later, all but 14 of the employees separaled were either rehired or
replaced by new employees with similar skills. .

" In response w the 1996 report, DOE officials acknowledged there
were problems in Fernald's work force planning and pledged comrec-
tive actions, which they said were reflected in the second round of
Jayoffs.

However, DOE management tacitly acknowledged the problems
cited by the IG's office in the second restructuring effort. Following
recommendations made by the IG office, the department said it had
required Fluor to stop the practice of replacing permanent workers
with temporaries, and ordered Fluor to consider its use of temporary
service subcontractors when doing formal work force restructuring
analyses at Fermald. DOE aiso promised o more closely monitor
Fluor's work force restructuring actions and use of temporary service
subcontractors.

However, DOE officials rejected the auditors” recommendation that
they seek to recover §405,000 they reimbursed Fluor for separation
benefits paid to some workers. The 1G's office said payments totaling
$278,000 were improper because they went 1o permanent employees
who were fired when Fluor could have fired temporary workers in the
same job classifications who were not entitled to severance. The
auditors questioned another $127,000 in severance payments Fluor
made 10 seven workers who were hired as temporaries after the first

round of layoffs, made permanent employees and then fired in the
sesond round of Juyoffs. DOE oITicials said tiose payments were

reasonable because they were prompted by circumstances beyond
Fluor's control.

20f2
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Hill Panel Eyeing NRC
Oversight Of DOE

BY GEORGE LOBSENZ

A House panel has been considering slashing
funding for—or even terminating—the Defense
Nuclear Facilities Safety Board and accelerat-
ing a move toward regulation of Energy Depart-
ment nuclear weapons sites by the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission.

Documents obuained by The Energy Daily
strongly suggest the House Appropriations
Committee's energy and waler subcommittee
has been examining a transfer of DOE auclear
safety oversight responsibilities from the De-
fense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board (DNFSB)
10 NRC.

The possibility of such a transfer was raised
in an April 24 letter to Rep. Joseph McDade (R-
Pa.), chairman of the energy and water subcom-

(Continued on page 3)
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House Panel Eyeing NRC Oversight Of DOE...

(Continued from page one)

miuee. fram six House members whose districts include
major DOE nuclear sites.

‘Ine bipartisan group of lawmakers expressed concern
aboul such a transfer being loo hasty and urged that (ull
funding be provided to the DNFSB for fiscal year 1999,

“While there have beer suggestions that the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission should take over the [DNFSB's)
role, we belisve there are many practical and policy
considerations that waould have 10 be considered in such
atransition of responsibility,” the legislators told McDade.
“At a minimum, Congress must carefully scrutinize any
such proposal hefore approving such a transition, and due
10 the crowded legislative schedule for this year, we
believe thai no transfer of responsibility from the board to
the NRC should he contemplated this year.

“Now is also not the time to withdraw resources from
the board,” they added. “The rapid change in DOE’s
mission during the past few years, coupled with the loss
of expertise from the defense nuclear complex as a resull
of retirements, layoffs and other downsizing activiues,
requires that we have an agency whose technical judg-
ment on nuclear safety matters is reliably accurate and
forthright. The technical expertise of the board continues
10 be needed 10 provide added assurance 10 the Congress
and the public that DOE is implementing a sound pro-
gram for the safe management of the production and usc
of defense nuclear materials, a program that provides
reasonable assurance of no yndue risk to the workers and
the public, and protects the environment. Therefore, we
urge the subcommittee to fully support the board's fiscal
year 1999 budget request for $17.5 million.”

Signing the letter were Reps. John Sprait (D-S.C.),
Norm Dicks (D-Wash.), David Skaggs (D-Colo.). Mac
Thomberry (R-Texas), Doc Hastings (R-Wash.) and
Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.).

Perhaps more important than those members' opposi-
tion, sources told The Energy Daily that Sen. Pete
Domenici (R-N.M.), chairman of the Senale energy and
water appropriations subcommitiee, would oppose any
transfer of oversight authority to NRC, al least this year.

Domenici made his opposition known after McDade
wrote various DOE sites seeking their comments about
NRC oversightand, according 10 one congressional source,
suggesting the move to NRC regulation was "inevitable.”

The source said Domenici had not made up his mind
about the issue but was “strongly inclined” ta wait an-
other year before addressing any change in DOE nuclear
safety regulation. .

Aides to Damenici were not available for comment,

Officials with the House energy and water appropria-
ttons subcommiltee declined comment on their delibera-
tions. However, knowledgeable sources said while the
panel was exploring the DOE regulation issue. it was not
actively considering any legislation.

The DNFSB was established by Congress.in 1992 as an

independent check on DOE, which is self-regulating for
nucicar sufety. ‘Ihe board goes not have regulatory au-

thority, but does issue recommendations to DOE when it
idendfies safety concems. If DOE does not accept the

recommendation, the board has the authotity t© go the
president w compel DOE action. However, DOE bas
accepted all of the DNFSB’s recommendations to date,
and the board has played a key role in forcing DOE action
on major safety issues, most notably the stabilization of
nuclear residues posing the threat of explosion or serious
radiation releases.

However, DOE recently recommended ending its self-
regulation of DOE safety and wansferring oversight

authority—and key DNFSB etements—to NRC. DOE is |

pursuing several pilot programs with NRC to evaluate
the costs and safety changes that would be required at
both NRC and DOE if that regutatory transfer was made.

However, DOE did not envision making the fuoll trans-
fer to NRC for years, citing the need w0 develop regulatory
standards and procedures with NRC. For their part, NRC
officials huve expressed concern that they would need
substantial budget increases—in the tens of millions of
dollars—to take over DOE oversight.

Another surprising aspect of the uansfer proposal is
that it is arising in an appropriations subcommitiee—not
the authorizing committees for DOE, which are supposed
to make major policy changes. The House commerce and
national security committees are the prime authorizing
commiutees for DOE.

In arelated development this week, Energy Secretary
Federico Pena wrote to Capitol Hill to register strong
opposition (o another policy change reportedly being
considered by McDade's subcommiuee. In an April 27
letter to Rep. Tony Hall (D-Ohio), Pena warned against
any maove 10 ransfer cleanup of three major DOE nuclear
sites funded under the depariment’s so-called closure
account. The Mound and Fernald sites in Ohio and Rocky
Flats site in Colorado are receiving additional funding
from Congress in a push 10 finish cleanup and close out
all DOE activities by 2006.

Members of the energy and waler sabcommittee, not
pleased with the pace or efficiency of DOE's cleanup
program. reportedly were considering transferring
Mound, Fernald and Rocky Flats 1o the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers. .

Hall, whose district includes Mound, raised concerns
about the transfer idea and wrote 1o DOE asking for its
view of any such transfer.

In his response, Pena pointed (o a host of problems,
including safeguarding of piutonium at Rocky Fiats,
questions about the Corps’ regulatory authority and
technical capabilily 1o salely carry out high-level radio-
active cleanup, and transfer costs and delays that ulti-

‘mately could prevent ciosure of the sites by 2006.

“In summary, we see a greater aumber of prodblems and
few benefits from wansferring the [closure] program to
another agency,” Pena said. “The cleanup work at these
sites is often complex and difficult. We believe that
completing the cleanup requires bard work and honest

communication. There are no easy solutions to make the
probleme disappear. Transferring the program to anowher

agency will merely shift the problems 1o someone else.”
Officials at the energy and water subcommitiee de-
clined comment on the closure accoumnt issue.
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A $500 million cut to the EM FY98 budget requ

would cripple the entire program for the foreseeable
future, Secretary Pefla told Rep. John Spratt 2

PENA: $600M CUT WOULD CRIPPLE
DOE CLEANUP PROGRAM

Complisnce Obligations,

Closure Project, Jobs Would Suffer

A $500 miltion cut to the Environmental Management
FY98 budget request would force DOE (o violate legal
requirements; cause widespread delays in cleanup;
increase costs; and cause significant job losses, essential-
ly crippling the entire program for the foreseeable
furure, Secretary of Energy Federico Pefia told Rep.
John Sprau (D-S.C.), a member of the influential
National Security Military Procurement Subcommiteee,
In an April 28 letter to Spratt, Pefia asserted a cut of that
magnitude "would have a disastrous impact on our
ability 10 sustain a balanced environmental management
program that meets our legal obligations; maintains
critical nuclear non-proliferation activities; ensures...
health and safety; and safeguards and manages weapons
materials such as unstable plutonium,” Pefia wrote.

Spratt had asked Pefia in a March 24 letter what the
impact of a $500 million cut would be on the EM
program. That request may be the source of rumors that
some members of Congress are, in fact, considering
slashing the EM budget by a half-billion dollars. Suspi-
cion immediately fell on Rep. Duncan Hunter (R-
Calif.), the chairman of the Military Procurement
Subcommittee who has previously suggested raiding
DOE’s EM budget to pay for military projects such as
the ballistic missiles defense program. Hill staffers,
however, maintain it's too early in the budget process to
be discussing specific numbers, and offer that Spratt’s
request might have been made in an effort to accurately
gauge an appropriate funding level for the program.
"Members often ask 'what would you do if we cut your
budget by this much, or added this much’,” one staffer
said. "If DOE comes back and says a cut would mean

NO.920 P@B6./B12
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sacrificing compliance agreements, then they're probably
not getting enough money. If they take an addition and
come back with a bunch of silly swff, they're probably
getting too much.”

Compliance-Driven Work Would Grind to A Halt

Pefia derailed for Spratt the compliance activities that
likely would fall by the wayside in the wake of a $500
million cut, including:

remediation activities along the Columbia River;
transforming highly radioactive liquid waste into
a solid, safe from for storage at [INEEL]; work
to conduct cleanup required under the Superfund
Law; treatment of radioactive and hazardous
wastes; decontamination and decommissioning
activities at Fernald and Rocky Flats; and char-
acterization and treatment of groundwater con-
tamination at a number of sites. ‘

Pefia conceded the deparmment would make every effort
to limit non-compliance, but added those efforts would
likely include deferring activities designed to meet
recommendatians of the Defense Nuclear Facilities
Safety Board, such as stabilizing plutonium at Hanford,
Roacky Flats and Savannah River.

A $500 million cut also would affect the department’s
accelerated cleanup strategy. "[Tlhe Department would
be unable to implement its plans, as well as the direction
of the Congress, to accelerate the closure of the Rocky
Flats, Mound and Fernald sites. Deferring the necessary
expenses 1o mitigate our problems only causes cleanups
to be more expensive (and) more dangerous as condi-
tions deteriorate,” Peifia asserted. "In effect, we will be
doing nothing more than saddling future generations with
even worse problems. *

Domino-Effect Would Affect Most Projects

In addition, he stated, the cut would have a cascading
effect throughout the complex. "We cannot afford to
have individual states feel that they are being forced to
make unilateral decisions that could ultimately upset the
balance of interdependent missions and potentially
disrupt the DOE complex." he explained. "We are work-
ing with our stakeholders to orchestrate the movement
and disposition of nuclear materials to both cut costs and

allow cerain sites to close. A drastic cut...would
jeopardize our ability 1w plan and implenent these

intersite materials transfers, and cripple public confi-
dence in the Government's commitment to safely and
expeditiously dispose of these materials. "

NO.020 PER7/012

Finally. Pefia predicted that the $500 million reduction
would require a reduction of force of about 280 DOE
positions at headquarters and in the field, a situation that
would “"damage our technical capabilities and productivi-
ty, and seriously challenge our ability to conduct effec-
tive oversight of our contractors.” In the cieanup pro-
gram's contracting community, Pefla added, more than
7.000 jobs would be lost around the country.

"The EM program budget has been essentially flat for
the past few years, despite a substantial increase in
workload, " Peiia concluded. "We have made substantial
management changes 1o increase productivity and reduce
costs. We have made these improvements while meeting
our legal commitments; maintaining the protection of the
public, our workers, and the environment; and accelerat-
ing cleanups. We cannot continue to achieve these goals
with a substantial decrease in our funding.” «
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The First Annual...

Ohio Field Office Bﬁsiness Forum

Transitioning to an Aggressive Program...
...for Cleanup, Closure, Revitaiization
at DOE-Fernald, Mound Lab

May 11-14, 1998
Kings Island Inn & Conference Center
Cincinnati, Ohio

A SPeciat TOUR OF THE FEANALD SITE

"...the shift at Fernald now is to achieve closure...it will be more dramatic toward
bringing on outside contractors.... Right now, about 40% of our budger—3100
million—goes to outside comtractors...thar will go up to 70-80% as we get to

closure..."
John Bradburne
President
Fluor Daniel Fernald
Speakers include.
v James J. Fiore, (Acting) Deputy Assistant Secretary, Environmental Restoration, DOE-EM
v Robert DeGrasse, Director, Office of Worker & Community Transition, DOE
v Leah Dever, Manager, Ohio Field Office, DOE
v Jack Craig, Director, Fernald Environmental Project, DOE
v Nat Brown, Director, Miamisburg Environmental Management Project, DOE
v John Bradburne, President, Fluor Daniel Fernald
v Pete Heckman, President, Babcock & Wilcox of Ohio
v ...plus key Fernald, Mound program managers, state and federal regulators,
local officigls...and more

CALL IMMEDIATELY TO RESERVE A PLACE: 847-234-.2353

38
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DOE plans tour
of Fernald

The U.S. Depantment of Energy
will hold 8 tour of the Femnald site for
all intcrested swakeholders at 6 p.m.
(DST, fast time) Tuesday, May 12, at
the Alpha building. The tour will last
about two hours. To register, call
1-513-648-5883.

The Citizens* Advisory Board on-
gite issues committes will meet at 6
p.m. Monday, May 11, st the Jamtek
building. The CAB off-sitc issucs
committee will meet at 7:30 p.m.
May 11, and the CAB efficiency
comminee will meet at 6:30 p.m,
Thursday, May 14, at the Jamick
building. The full board will meet
from 8:30 a.m. to noon at the Alpha
building.

For more information, call
1-513-648-3153. -
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Employees at Fernald
once tasted uranium salts

The Associeted Press
CINCINNATI

Workers at a U.S. Department
of Energy plant that proceesed
uranium cﬁu‘ing the Cold War
once routinely tasted radioactive
alts to decide if they would make
good laboratory samples.

.. Chilling enecdotes like that are
coming to light as ac;’elr‘xat;"sts innn:r-
view longtitfie‘employees in‘a’
medical monitorin that
the formgxlF'?‘
in settling a lav
government” ' ™

*“I don’t know whether it was
just stupidity or a lack of knowl-
edge,” ranham, vice i-
dent of a coalition of 14 employee
unions at the Fernald site, said

Middle managers at the former

Feed Materials Production
Center at Fernald would put a
granular uranium hexafluoride
substance called “green salt” on
their tongues to check for the tell-
tale metallic taste of a good sam-
ple. The managers warnied that if
they sent samples of J‘mr quality
to a lab for testi‘x? eir produc-
tivity records would suffer.
!-“U'm sure they wouldn’t have
done it if they thought it was dan-
gerous,” said Susan Pinney, an
associate professor of environ-
mental health at the University
of Cincinnati. '

She is helping to compile inter-
Views with the former Fernald
workers to help determine long-
term health effects of their con-
tinued exposure to radioactive

WOTrKers won

The Atomic Energy
Commission, now part of the
Ene: ent, operated the
Fernald site during its earl{
years and failed to share wit

workers its informaticn: about the
health hazards of radicactive

materiale, Branham 3aid. But -

state-of-the-art information in the
19608 wasn’t what it is now,
Energy Department spokesman
Ken Morgan said. SR
“I don't think it was ever any-

body’s policy that you should.be.
"sticking green galt in you¥

month,” Morgan added.
Branham, vice president of the
Fernald Atomic Trades and
Labor Council, has worked at the
Fernald aite since 1952, about a
year after it started processing
uranium for the government’s
production elsewhere of nucear
weapans. The so-called green salt
was used in praducin, uranium

ingt:.
duction ended ir. 1989, but
the cleanup of radio ‘ctive con-
tamination at Femal? = expected
to take until at least 2.115.

The union coalitior: 's trying to
asaemble all the waorl: el?lmm
i tion it can by - .self before

making specific reque .3 from the
Ex_xgrgy epartmen: Hranham
srajd.

He suggested that . ‘¢ depart-
ment must have the * ‘formation
somewhere becauss ' = has been
collecting data about .caths and
sickneases of workers - ita urani-
um-handling sites {: decades.
Morgan said th Energy
Department files ar

:xtensive
but not all-encampass . - .
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By: Jim Knippenberg

e KNIPPENBERG.

.tPSSTI

"Lindner money
-'shows up at Pops

11 Merciful heavens, look what just
popped up.. dz:‘ wad of money from

You'l] recall Sunday s Psst! item:
1 fl'he Lindner organization was to

< bankroll a PBS/Cincinnati Pops
‘:Orchestra Valentine’s special to the

‘2 tune of $250,000. It was to tape in
: November and air in 1999,

} Fine. Then the
Enquirer's 18page
section examining
Chiquita business
practices hit the
streets May 3, On
May 4, a Lindner
rep notified the
. ;. Cso m:tlg:e mon-

ey wag withdrawn
Cart Lindner because Eﬂmm
president and publisher Harry
‘Whipple is on the CSO board,

Pest! atands behind that item. No
one— not the CSO, not the Lind-
ners, not CPO music director Erich
Kunzel — denies its accuracy,

But what a difference a day
makes. Sometime before 11a.m.
Monday. the gift was reinatated. No
one will furnish details, but on Mon-
day Pops conductor Erich Kunzel
assured Psst! via a letter that the
money's now there:

“T would like to emphasize today

. _ (Psstl added the italics) that all fund-

" ing requested from Mr, Lindnerisin

~lace, and we are mceedhlg wlth

¥ PBS in our plans.”

Meaning that the money reap-
" peared Sunday, we asked CSO

» regponse from Kunze] and CSO

' executive director Steven Monder.

+ " Meanwhile, an exec in ane of Lind-

1. her's companies, one of four sources

l”torthe Sunday item, confirms: “The
"money i3 there now, [ guess it was

» Sunday butno onaherelmow&hpu

erightnow" .

iv We'll as'hlzh'upaa :

" Amoriean vice presidont -

' Smwﬁeﬁnanw‘l'dlavetohelp
-gou out,” she said Monday, “but you

+ know]can'tcomment” .

i
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"Corps may take aver Fernald cleanup

By: Paul Barton
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Corps may take over Fernald cleanup

Groups oppose moving
job away from DOE

BY PAUL BARTON
Enquirer Washington Buresu

WASHINGTON — A key con-
gressional committee reportedly is
considering shifting control of the
cleanup of Fernald and some other
former nuclesr weapons sites from
the Energy Department to the U.S,
Army Corps of Engineers.

Such a move — supposedly heing
contemplated by the House energy
and water appropriations subcommit-
tee — has been the subject of recent
articles in trade publications that fol-
low the Department of Energy (DOE)
a:d cleanup issues.

Rep. Rob Portman, R-Terrace
Park, whose congressional district in-
cludes Fernald, is also aware of the
reports. 'We understand it is a very,
very preliminary proposal and it is
something the appropriation subcom-
mittee is just kind of batting around at
this point,” said Portman aide Brian
Besanceney.

“We would have to very carefully
evaluate any suggestion of transfer-
ring control to determine whether it
would have a negative impact on the
cleanup schedule.”

Elizabeth Morra, spakeswoman for
the House Appropriations Commit-

tee, said it was still too early in the
budget process to say whether the
idea would be considered.

Preliminary or not, the idea has
sparked concern from activists,

“Absolutely not. Over my dead
body.” said Lisa Crawford of Fernald
Residents for Environmental Safety
and Health when asked about the
idea.

"] don't think they have the exper-
tise for dealing with the nuclear
waste issue.”

Last year, however, Congress
gave the corps control over 46 sites
nationwide that have low-level con-
tamination left over from early nucle-
ar ‘weapons production activities.
Those sites make up the FUSRAP
program, short for Formerly Utilized
Sites Remedial Action Program.

The possibility of giving the corps
control over more subatantially ron-
taminated sites also worries Kep.
Tony Hall, D-Dayton.

The Mound Plant, in Mr. Hall's
district, is reportedly one of the sites
that would be shifted to the corps’
control along with Fernald.

Fernald and Mound are both part
of the Energy Department’s acceler-
ated cleanup or closure program,
gites scheduled to be cleaned up by
2006.

Mr. Hall szid in a letter sent last
month to Energy Secretary Federico

F. Pena that it would be wrong to
think the corps could handle sites
such as Mound and Fernald just be-
cause it was supervising the cleanup
of smaller-scale sites.

“While 1 am a strong supporter of
the corps’ good wark, I believe that it
is premature to reach a conclusion on
the success of the FUSRAP program
transfer,” the Hall letter said.

The Oil, Chemical and Atomic
Workers International Union recently
sent a letter to Vice President Al
Gore protesting the idea.

The union, which said its views
were similar to those of the Fernald
Atomic Trades & Labor Council, said
there was "'no evidence this proposal
will save money, and worker and
communities will face potentially
greater safety risks.”

The Energy Department has built
up too much expertise to take the job
away from it now, the union said.

"Absent the transfer of DOE's
nuclear safety expertise, the place-
ment of responsibility for managing
nuclear material in the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers is ill-advised, if
not irresponsible,” the letter to Mr.
Gore said.

The Fernald plant processed ura-
nium for the government’s production
elsewhere of nuciear weapons from
1951 until 1989.

1462
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Clean water may be something most
of us take for granted, but the
employees at the Fernald
Environmental Managemertt Project
take it very seriously They recognize
that cleaning up the water is ore of
the most important challenges facing
the U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE) and Fluor Daniel Fernald, the
company managing the cleanup.

Their challenges include extracting
uranium from both the Great Miam
Aquifer located
beneath the site, and
frorn rainwater runoff
generated from other
cleanup -activities. In
1993, OOE and Fluor
Daniel Fernaid
converted a building
slated for uranium
processing into a
water treatment plant.
New technologies in
place at Fernald will
clean the water much |
faster than previously

expected. According

A Common Interest...Clean Water

The process they use to treat the
contaminated water surrounding the
Femald site is similar fo the pracess
found in home water softeners
except this ion exchange removes
uranium instead of water "hardness.”

Glassmeyer and approximately 50
other employees work in Fernald's
water treatment facility. "it's great to
wark with a group of talented,
dedicated people who have a
common goal - cleaning up the
water,” Glassmeyer
said. "I have been
working an this project
for almost four years
and it's rewarding to
see the progress that
has been made.” To
date, they have tredted
more than 8 biliion
gallons of water
and removed
approximately two
thousand pounds of
uraniumn.

“| have worked at the
site for mare than

to Cathy Glassmeyer,
just one member of
the talented team of
Fluor Daniel Fémald
chemical engineers,

“The new tedhnolopie,

we e implementing

at Fevreild will sow

allow s to fhnnshe thee

thirteen years,” added
Glassneyer. "It has truly
been a rewarding
experience. Not only

indicated it would take [JRACRASIRN

new te:hnolog:es we
are implementing at Fernald will
now allow us to finish the project
within the next {0 years,” she said.
"As a matter of fact. a new module
being added to the water treatment
facility this sprng will more than
double our capacity to treat water,”

To find out more about Fluer Danmiel Fernsld,
indwding current wixomtracting oppoveanities avasiadle,
visit our web sire 9t http//www.fernald.gov

about .2.7 years 10 R ()l.l‘.\uw’n
treat the water. "The EqNSTHR] Enpneer

original estimates [RCIAAURIAUURUNEGIEIN have | earned a

masters degree
through Fernaid's
education program, but
I now -teach
enviranmental courses to college
students. | have also had the pleasure
of educating hundreds of elemertary
students about the Femald cleanup.
Fernald is a great place to work
because | knaw my efforts are redly
making a difference.”

FLUOR DANIEL

FERNALD

W
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"Transitioning to an Aggressive Program for Cleanup, Closure & Revitalizarion at DOE-Fernald, Mound Lalﬁ & @ 2

Transitioning to an Aggressive Program
for Cleanup, Closure & Revitalization
at DOE-Fernald, Mound Lab

King Island lun & Conference Contar ¢ Cincinnati Qhlo

This event is intended to de a comprehensive picture — on a project basis
— of what services and ologies will be needed to accomplish the cleanup
and closure of Fernald and the privatization of Mound Laboratory. As was
told to the Weapons Complex Monitor by Fluor Daniel Fernald President John

, Byadburne, the closyre of Fernald can ac ybe mplished thrqugh the ...
pmmmtofmvimof&mbestmd "of oy "comtractors

mw
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"Environmental group lnosens pesticide standards”
By: Cameron McWhirter and Mike Gallagher

Environmental group loosens pesticide standards
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that certified
use products
tered for use in
Canada and

ited States,

In documents provided earli-

used several pesticides in viola-
tion of stated alliance policy.

er to the Erquirer, the alliance
stated in its “General Produc-
tion Standards” for its Better
Banzna program

that are reg)s

ried the Uni
farms Europe.”

’s business prac-

week after the Enquirer gub-

8.
US. Enviranmental Protection lished a specal section May 3

T h e

lished alli-

sued in response {0 questions ance stan-

Comes

less re- tices. The newspaper repo!

banped by the
European on Chigquita

the Enquirer, the New York-
Alliance stated

that its rules prohit hamna statement
tions from using pest:

In a two-page statement is-
strictive than greviously pub- that Chiquita subsidiary

based Rainforest
cides that are
Unian, These rules are

planta

by

The envirooznental partner

of Chiquita Brands International

Tuesdzy that loosen restric- Agency (EPA) or the

Inc. issued pesticide standards
tions to conform to Chiguita’s
existing pestiade practices.

BY CAMERON
and MIKE GALLAGHER
The Cincinmati Enquirer

McWHIRTER
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Chiquita: Environmental
group loosens standards

CONTINUED FROM PAGE Al

faw.

But the alliance’s previous-
ly issued ‘‘General Production
Standards’’ held producers to
a higher standard. If a chemi-
cal is not registered for use in
the United States, it cannot
be used on farms in the Unit-
ed States but may be used on
produce being shipped from
overseas. The list of banned
chemicals is far shorter than
the list of chemicals not regis-
tered by the EPA or autho-
rized by the European Union.

The Enquirer reported
May 3 that several pesticides
on Chiguita’s own list of ap-
proved chemicals were not
registered for use in the Unit-
ed States, Canada or one or
more nations of the European
Union, in contradiction to
stated Rainforest Alliance pol-
icy.

Those pesticides included
bitertanol, sold as Baycor, a
pesticide that Chiquita and its
subsidiaries use in aerial
spraying. Both the company
that manufactures the prod-
uct as well as the EPA stated
that bitertanal is not, and nev-
er has been, registered for
use in the United States on
bananas or any other crop.

Under the standards re-
leased Tuesday, pesticides
used by Chiquita subsidiaries
that were in violation of the
previous rules are now per-
mitted.

Since 1993, the Rainforest
Alliance and Chiquita have
worked on the ECO-O.K. —
Better Banana program, an
environmental certification
designed to assure protection
for workers and the enviran-
ment on Costa Rican farms of
Chiquita’s subsidiaries, Com-
pania Bananera Atlantica
Ltda. (COBAL) and the Chiri-

qui Land Co. The pro ,
originally called "E(?O-g.!(."
but later changed to "‘Better
Banana,” has since expanded
to Chigquita subsidiary farms in
Panama and Colombia, Of 81
Latin American farms in-
valved in the program, 74 are
Chiquita subsidiaries. The
farms pay for the alliance's
certification process,

Eric Holst, New York coor-

dinator of the alliance’s Better

Banana program, would not
commmeant on the statement
issued Tuesday, except to say
that it had been approved by
Chigquita.

Joseph Hagin, Chiquita's .

vice president for corporate
affairs, did not return calls
Tuesday.

The alliance statement
made no reference to an En-

quirer finding that Chiquita

also conducts aerial spraying
of banana farms while the
warkers are in the fields —
another violation of the alli-
ance’s environmental policy.
In a story published May 3,
the Enquirer reported that
workers are exposed to pesti-
cides through aerial spraying
on Chiquita subsidiary farms
in Costa Rica — and all these
farms are certified under the
Better Banana program. The
newspaper quoted workers on
Chiquita subsidiary farms.

For that story, Mr. Holst
told the Enguirer, “We re-
quire that workers have pro-
tection from the agplication of
chemicals., That clearly is a
vialation,”’

The Enquirer also pub-
lished statements from tape
vecordings made from internal
Chiquita voice-mail messages
in which company officials dis-
cussed that Chiquita subsid-
iaries are conducting aerial
spraying while workers are in
the fields. Those tapes were
provided to the Enguirer by a
high-level source in Chiquita’s
Cincinnati headquarters.

In the United States, aerial
spraying while workers are in
the fields is banned by the
EPA. EPA spokeswoman De-
nise Kearns said the EPA will,
on rare occasions, allow an
individual dressed in full safe-
ty gear to “flag" for a crop-
dusting airplane, but all other
workers are removed.

Asked why the EPA had
such regulations, Ms. Kearns
said “because of the acute
reactions to pesticide applics-
tions of this kind and also over
time, you have all kinds of
chronic effects that creep up
for the workers, so we simply
don’t permit it,” she said.
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Investigation
was long overdue

The spale of readers’ let-
ters condemning the Enquir
er's investgation of Chiquita
Brands International Inc. con-
firm that Cincinnati has lived
with a repressed and corpu-
rately sycophantic press for
so long its citizens have no
idea what the press is for.,

A city does not become
“betier” by virtue of media
avoiding storics which reflect
badly on the local situation,
serving up only “positive
news coverage to greet (its)
Sunday morning reader”
|“Don’t drag our city down
with attacks.” May 6, but by
exposing problems so that
they can be addressed and
corrected.

Yes, “it's a shame thal the
Enquirer has to beat up one of
its awn friends,” as one read-
er wrote |“We should pro-
mote our Jocal businesses”}.
But it has been a cozy and
corrupting friendship.

The question no one has
asked — and the investigative
report I'd really like {0 see —
is why it took the Enquirer so
long. -

G.L. FRANK
Clifton

Chiguita
SE(RETS
Revealed

Chiquita improves
workers’ way of life

In response Lo the allega-
tions published by the
Enquirer regarding Chiquita
Brands International Inc., [
specifically take issue with
the allegation of a murder,
and a destroyed village and
other human rights viola-
tions in Chiquita's Latin
American aperations.

Having traveled in Latin
America as a missionary. ]
have witnessed firsthand
some of the most desolate
areas of these third-world
countries.

The horrible living and
working conditions are
beyond imagination {o those
of us in the United States.
For those who are employed,
wages are extremely low, and
benefits nearly unheard of.

However, the meager con-
ditions have steadily

increascd over the years.
This is due in large part to
the presence of businesses
like Chiquita in Latin Ameri-
ca. Chiquita had been a
leader among American cor-
parations in helping advance
development and improve
labor and living conditions
throughout Latin America.

The hundreds of millions
of dollars contributed to the
national and local economies,
infrastructure and numerous
religious and charitable orga-
nizations have increased the
quality of life, not just for
Chiquita employecs, but for
the entire country.

Chiquita is one of the
largest private employers in
Panama. Honduras and Costa
Rica, providing unusually
high wages and excellent
benefits, including education,
housing and child care. and
even large Christmas bonus-
es.

In 1996, | spent a week in
Latin America at Christmas-
time handing out small
"shocbox” gifts containing
shoes, toothpaste and Hot
l\f\fhcr.-ls to nearly 10,000 fami-

jes,

¥or must of these children,
it was the first “gift” they had
ever received, and their
large, brown eyes could not

help but reveal their excite-
ment. Jt brought tcars to my
eyes.,

The presence.of success-
ful, ethical businesscs like
Chiquita — businesses that
carc about their employces
~— make it possible for the
children of the thousands of
waorkers it employs (o share
this same joy.

DAVID R, LANGDON
Clifton

Philanthropy
may not be genuine

1 hope that your report that -
Carl Lindner is withdrawing -
his $250.000 gift to the Cincin-
nati Symphony Orchestra for
a Pops’ Valentine's Day con-
certis incorrect [*Lindner
company yanks $250.000 gift
10 CSO,” May 10}.

I thaught that besides
being a darn good business-
man, he was algo a genuine -
philanthropist. Guess I was
just naive.

PATRICIA M. HEIM
Colerain Township

Editor's note: The gift from
Mr. Lindwer was reinstated. N
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By: Bill Loveless

PENA WARNS CLEANUP MOVES WOULD FAIL

Energy Secretary Federico Pefla last week warned that
transferring three of DOE's major cleanup projects 1o the
Army Corps of Engineers or another federal agency would
cause a number of problems, including uncertainty over the
handling of nuclear materials at department facilities and
delays in restoring department sites to other uses.

Separately, the Oil, Chemical & Atomic Workers Interna-
tional Union sent a letter to Vice President Gare criticizing
the idea of reassigning the three projects — the Mound Site
and the Femald Environmental Management Project, bath in
Ohio, and the Rocky Flats Environmental Technology Site in
Colorado — to the Army Corps. The union, which represents
workers at Mound and seven other DOE sites, said it under-
staod the Pernald Atomic Trades & Labor Council and the
United Steelworkers of America at Rocky Flats share its
concerns.

Pefia, in an April 27 letter to Rep. Tony Hall, D-Ohio,
whose district includes Mound, predicted that transferring
the projects to another agency would result in “a groater
number of problems and few benefits.” “The cleanup work at
those sites is often complex and difficult. ... There are no easy
solutions to make the problems disappear. Transferring the

NO.OS8 POP2/087
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"Pena Warns Cleanup Moves Would Fail"
By: Bill Loveless

program to another agency will merely shift the problems to someone else.”

> Last month, Hall wrote Pefia expressing concern over a suggestion by Rep. Joseph Knollenberg, R-
Mich., a member of the House Appropriations Commitiee, that Congress ransfer from DOE to the Army
Corps responsibility for cleaning up the three sites (/E/FL, 13 April, 1), Congress took similar action last
year, when it wransferred DOE's Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program to the corps.

Peda tald Hall that shifting Mound, Fernald and Rocky Flats — whose cleanups DOE expects 10
complete by 2006 — from the department would raise a number of questions, including how it would
affect the department’s mandate under the Atomic Energy Act to manage weapons grade plutonium and
other nuclear materials.

“We take these duties very seriously and do not believe Lhey should be transferred to another agency
without extraordinary consideration given to issues such as conduct of operations, separation of civilian
and military agency roles and responsibilities, safeguards and security, and the technical aspects of
working with radioactive materials,” Pefa said.

Another concern is how the change would affect other cleanup operations at DOE, many of which the
department plans to integrate with those at Mound, Fernald end Rocky Flats. *“The department has been
working to ensure cost-effeclive management of wastes by integrating treatment and disposal of auclear
waste among departmental sites (0 avoid duplicating capacity for similar wastes,” the secretary said.
“Transferring responsibility to another agency could disrupt this integration. Moreover, the necessary
integration between two agencies and budgets would require more resources being devated to bureau-
cracy, instead of towards accomplishing the cleanup.”

Peiia also raised some of the same concerns DOE has cited in regavd 10 the congressional decision
to move FUSRAP to the corps. For example, he said it is unclear whether another agency could provide the
indemnification that DOE extends (o its cleanup contractors through the Price-Anderson Act. “It is also
unclear,” he said, “what residual liabilities the deparunent would incur for nuclear materials at closure sites
under the [Atomic Energy Act), the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability
Act and other statutes.”

OCAW President Robert Wages raised similar concerns in an April 24 letter to Gore. "First, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers has no expericnce in managing or processing tritium, plutonium or radium
bearing sludges, special nuclear materials that must be carefully managed at these three sites,” Wages said.
"By contrast. DOE retains a substantial level of institutional competency and memary, which can be drawn
into solving complex, safety and technical challenges. Absent the ransfer of DOE's nuclear safety exper-
tise, the placement of responsibility for managing nuclear material in the {corps) is ill advised, if not
irresponsible.” )

According to OCAW, the move also would circumvent a law passed by Congress in 1993 — and
cosponsored by Gore — that requires DOE and its contractors to convert former nuclear-weapons workess
into environmental cleanup workers.

Among its other complaints, OCAW maintained that interest in the wansfer “appears to be part of an
effort — commenced last year with the movement of FUSRAP — to dismantle the Department of Energy
through the appropriations process.” — Bill Loveless
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"House Panel Vote On Defense Worries DOE"
By: Jeff Barber

HOUSE PANEL VOTE ON DBFENSE WORRIES DOE

DQE officials criticized the House National Security
Committee's decision last week to direct the department to
-apply nearly $341 million in prior-year appropriations t0 its
FY-99 defense programs budgel, saying the money has
already been commined.

In an FY-99 defense authorization bill approved Wednes-
day, the panel agreed to provide $4.5 billion to DOE's
defense programs, $17 million below what the administra-
tion had sought.

The panel's decision, however, to include the $341
million in so-called “uncosted balances”™ in fact represents a

" significant cut in program funding, because the money is not
available, agency sources said.

Commitiee members were apparenily persuaded by a
General Accounting Office analysis that assumed the Defense
Programs division would have the money available. DOE
sources, however, said GAQO's conclusions were flawed
because they were based on the spending rates reporied by
the dvision in the first quarter of FY-97 and did not take into
account DP's plans to increase the rate of spending in FY-98
an key provisions of the science-based stockpile stewardship
program. the agency's $45-billion effort to ensure the
reliability of the nuclear arsenal under a Comprehensive Test

I of d
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Ban Treaty. “This amouwts to a $341-million cut in the program,” one source said Thursday. **The money is
simply not there and at the end of this fiscal year we will not have any uncosted balances.”

Sourccs said that unless reversed, the commiflee’s action would severely impact the stockpile steward-
ship program and could jeopardize its ability 10 meet key program goals.

The news out of the committee was much better for DOE's environmental management programs. The
panel recommended $5.8 billion for cleanup work in FY-99, nearly $18 million above the administration’s
request, The committee’s mark includes $5.7 billion in new budget authorization and the use of roughly
$94 million in unappropriated funds from prior years.

Included in the bill is §1 billion — $40 million above the request ~— for the department’s Defense
Facilities Closure Project, a separate account set up to fund the completion of cleanup work at the Rocky
Flats Environmental Technology Site in Colorado and the Mound and Fernald sites in Ohio.

The bill provides $1 billion — $38 million ahove the request ~— for construction and site completion
at other facilities DOE plans to close by 2006 and $2.8 billion — $92 million above the administration’s
request — for cleanup work at facilities that will close after 2006.

Also included in the bill is $286.9 million for the Environmental Management division's privatization
program. Although the amount Is $230 million below what DOE had requested for FY-99, a DOE source
described the funding level as “livable.” OF the amount provided by the panel, $100 million was ear-
marked lor the huge tank waste remediation program at the Hanford Site.

In addition, the committee approved nearly $271 million, roughly $78 million more than had been
requested, for EM's science and technology program.

The panel did vote to withhold 25% of EM's program direction funds until the department submits to
Congress a plan to improve the agency’s employment system, In a bill summary released Thursday, the
panel said the provision “reflects the committee's belief that DOE's poor record with regard to environmen-
tal management is due in part to failure in hiring quality technical and management personnel.”

DOE sources helieve the EM budget approved by the panel is imponant because it appears to ugnal
continued support for the department’s of the massive cleanup effort.

DOE and industry sources say members of the House Approgriations subcommitiee on energy and
water development are examining the possibility of transferring DOE's authority over all or parts of the
program to either the Army Corps of Engineers or to a newly created mdcpendcnt agency that would
opcrate along the lines of the Resolution Trust Corporation.

The appropriators may not be alone in considering alternatives to continued DOE management of the
program. Several stakeholder groups in the Pacific Northwest have begun talks with Washington and
Oregon state government officials to determine whether there is interest in establishing “quasi-public
corporation” to take over responsibility for the Hanford Site cleanup. As currently envisioned, the corpora-
tion, established as an independent agency under the White House, could expand its jurisdiction to other
DOE sites if it proves successfut at Hanford, sources said last week, — Jeff Barber
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Hatch Leaves Fluor as Corps
Is Eyed for Mare DOE Work

former Army Carps of Engineers chief s leaving as head
Aof one of the Dept. of Energy’s largest cleanup efforts,

just as some in Congress are saying the Corps is just the
agency to take over cleaning up other DOE sites. These are
just two examnples of the flux that continues to characterize
the program since it became DOE's
main mission in 1989.

Twenty months ago, Fluor Daniel
Inc. hired Henry J. Hatch, redred
chief of the Corps, ta spearhead its
effort 1o win the $5-billion, five-year
management conmract for DOE's Han-
ford site near Richland, Wash. In
August 1996, Fluor snagged the job.
Bur DOE has grown increasingly
unhappy with Fluor Daniel’s manage-
ment of the site. Now, Hatch has
announced he will leave the firm on

DOE DIC Corps aauld take aver oleanup.

management skills, the two could be brilliant together,” says
Hatch. But both partics must be willing, he says,

Hatch praises DOE’s move toward contract reform, calling
it a stroke of brilliance. But to carry out reform, DOE needs
strong, consistent leadership, says Hatch.

The White House hasn't named a new assistant secretary
for environmental restoration and waste management and
also is seeking a replacement for Pefia, who will leave the
deparunent June 30. Industry sources say that DOE, particu-
larly its cleanup operation, is floundering with a lame-duck
secretary and a vacancy in the assis-
tant secrewary’s siot. To make things
worse, critics say, the White House is
- seeking people with the right politcal
makeup for both posts. “Whatever
happened to the idea of putting the

person who can do the best job in the
Job and worrying about the politics
later?” asks one observer.

The administratan supposedly
uimmed the list for assistant secretary
to Frank Coffman, former Incernadon-
al Technology Corp. vice president

May 29. Rumars that Hatch would
leave had been swirling in the indusay. “He is the fall guy,”
says an industry source. Hatch's departure was his choice,
says a Fluor spokesman.

Same on Capitol Hill feel the Corps should get the
cleanup job at DOE's Fernald and Mound sites in Ohio and
Rocky Flats in Colorado. Qutgoing Energy Secretary Feden-
co Pefia disagrees. He says “we see a greater number of prob-
lems and few benefits from transferring the program to
another agency.” Haich agrees. Instead, he advocates a good
working relationship berween DOE and the Corps. “By com-
bining DOE's technical talents and capabilities with the Corps

and 13-year DOE environmental man-
agement official, and Edgar Berkey, a2 DOE environmental
management advisory hoard member. But officials offered the
Jjob to Carolyn Huntoon, a former National Aeronautics and
Space Adminismration official, and asked Coffman to be her
deputy. Coffman is believed to have said no.

Sources say the White House hopes to announce its pick
to succeed Pefia by June. Front-runners are rumored 10 be
Deputy Secretary Elizabeth A. Moler and Bill Richardson,
ambassador to the United Nations. Whoever it may be, the
new secrerry will face an agency in urmoil and under fire.
~=Ry Mary B. Powers
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"Neighbors of Fernald may get more maney"
By: Tim Bonfield

Neighbors
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of Fernald

may get more money

Hearing June 10
on unspent $10.5M

BY TIM BONFIELD
The Cincinnati Enquirer
Neighbors of the former Femald
uranium processing plant may get to
ghare an “extra” $10.5 million that has
gone unspent from a $78 million class-
action settlement fund crested in 1989.
A hearing on how to distribute the
money is scheduled for June 10 befare
U.S. District Judge S. Arthur Spiegel,
The leading proposal calls for giving

as many a3 8,000 neighbors additional
yments for emotional distress caused
y living for years in fear of radicactive
pollution emitted by the plant. Neighbors
already have shared $18 million in emo-
tional distress payments that ranged
from $550 to 318,000 per person.

The Fernald neighbors class-action
lawsuit was filed in 1985 and was
settled in 1989. The class included
more than 18,000 people.

The surplus funds have occurred

because payments to residents who -

suffered reduced property values were
less than initially projected. So were

NC.887 PBB3-083

14

the costs of a cantinuing medical moni-
toring program.

Cincinmati attarneys who won the
initial settlement — Stanley M.
Chesley, Louise Roselle and Paul De-
Marco — filed a motion May 7 that
proposes spending the surplus funds on
emotional distress payments because
those payments were capped to make
sure there was enough money for the
medical monitoring program.

Nearly 6,300 people got emotiona!
distress payments after going through
exams by rts from Saint Lows
University. A few thousand. other
neighbors with potential emotional dis-
tress claims chose to accept advance
payments of a few hundred dollars.

If the judge approves the proposal,
both groups may be eligible for a share
of taha?d extra $10.5 million, Mr. DeMar-
co said.
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p» DUMP DOE FROM FERNALD?

..Some of the harshest critics of the
Department of Energy’s cleanup at
iFernald balked this week at putting 2
idifferent federal bureaucracy in
icharge. The House energy commit-
'tee has floated tnal balloons for
'dumpmg DOE
‘and  turning
lover cleanup at
'Fernald and |8
.other radioac-
tlvely contami-
'nated sites to
‘the U.S. Army
Corps of Engi-
neers.

‘'Over my
dead body,”
said Lisa Craw- [
ford of Fernald i
Residents for BB
Environmental |
‘Safety and
Healthde
(FRESH). This
isn’t a case of |
neighbors sim-
ply preferring
the devil they
know to the

. "I don't
(the Carps) has the expertise
dealing with the nuclear waste
ue,” Mrs. Crawford said.

& The official theory behind a switch
that the Corps knows how to do
jects. It also is hurting lately for
jects. Last year, Congress gave it

small former nuclear weapons
to clean up.. But assigning mare
contaminated sites such as
ald to the Corps would be a $6

illion decision. That's roughly
E’'s Environmental Management

The Cinainneti Enquirer/Michasl E. Keating
de“l they don't oo iactive waste silos atFernald

budget annually.

You need only look at Mill Creek
to wonder about the Corps’ environ-
mental sensitivity, though it is get-
ting better. Start-up costs for switch-
ing from DOE to the Corps would be
tremendous,

ther threaten
Bt the slipping
| fast-track
k] schedule at Fer-
nald. All the
contaminated
sites face legal
deadlines. We
d don’t need more
W lawsuits,
‘*Congress
B ought to be rea-
§ sonably sure it
j{ would get a ma-
j jor unprove-
ment in per-
formance before
it goes through
new delays and
expenses and
building new re-
lationships with
the communi-
ty,” said John
Applegate, chairman of the Fernald
Citizens Task Force. Instead some
members of Congress want a switch
j\lst to give the Corps more to do or
perhaps take enough work from DOE

“to justify killing it, as some advocate.

DOE hasn't covered itself in glory at
Fernald, but a change of horses now
sounds like a formula for an even
worse waste of time and tax dollars.
A different set of federal faces is no
guarantee of different results.

— Tony Lang

} and could fur-‘

ND.9S7 PEE2/993
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"Chiguita backed at annual meeting "
By: Ursuln Miller and Mark Skertic

Chiquita

NO.858 P@EB7-887

L4ABE

backed  Chiquita: Enquirer reports
at annual blasted by banana giant

meeting

Banana giant
defends practices,
blasts Enquirer

BY URSULA MILLER
and MARK SKERTIC

The Cincinnati Enquirer

More than 400 shareholders
and employees turned Chiquita
Brands International Inc.'s an-
nual meeting Wednesday into a
testimonial to the Lindner fami-
ly and the Cincinnati-based ba-
flana company.

The outpouring of support,
which included a standing ova-
tion for Chiquita Chairman and
Chief Execu-
tive Officer
Carl H. Lind-
ner ]r., fol-
lowed a May 3
investigation of
the company
by the Enguir-
er. That report

- revealed ques-
S. warshew  tjgnable over-
geas business practices includ-
ing bribery, hidden control of
farms, environmental prablems
and political influence.

“We reject the outrageous
allegations reported by the En.
quirer,” Chiguita President and
Chief Operating Officer Steven
G. Warshaw told sharsholders
and employees at the meeting
at the Omni Netherland hotel
downtown.

“You cannot imagine the
moral outrage of Chiquita asso-
tiates in this room and around
the world,” he added.

Enquirer Editor Lawrence
K. Beaupre declined to com-

ment an sny 8 e eriticism
Wednesday, except to say:
“The Enquirer’s staries were

(Please see CHIQUITA,
Page A6)

CONTINUED FROM PAGE Al
highly detailed and fully document-
ed "

Mr. Warshaw wrapped up the
regular business portion of the
meeting in less than 15 minutes.
He then took a few moments to say
Chiguita expects improved profits
in its core banana business this
year.

But the bulk of his remarks —
20 minutes of the 55-minute meet-
ing — were spent denouncing the
Enquirer’s reporting as ‘‘tabloid
journalism’ and '‘atracious misrep-
resentations.”

Though Mr. Warshaw adamantly
defended Chiquita's business prac-
tices, he did say he “couldn’t guar-
antee” the honesty of each of the
company’s ‘40,000 associates in
50 countries.”” He auded that Chi-
quita disciplines employees who dis-
obey company policies.

Mr. Warshaw also attacked the
newspaper for publishing the con-
tents of internal Chiquita voice~mail
messages. A high-level source with-
in Chiquita provided the Enquirer
with tape recordings of more than
2,000 voice-mail messages. Mr.
Warshaw said the tapes were “sto-
len.” The Enquirer has reported
that its source also has turned
copies of the tapes over to U.S.
Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC) investigators. In April,
the SEC launched an investigation
into the company’s business prac-
tices and issued muitiple subpoenas
for internal Chiquita records.

Mr. Warshaw did not mention
the SEC investigation during his
speech. However, talking to report-

ers after the meeting, he said the
company is cooperating with the
investigation.

At the conclusion of his remarks,
Mr. Warshaw opened the floor to
questions from shareholders.

A half-dozen shareholders or
friends of the company spoke. Only
two asked questions. The athers
lambasted the Enquirer and praised
Chiquita for its contribution to Cin-
cinnati's economy and the Lindner
family’s charitable donations.

Mr. Warshaw was the only com-
pany executive who discussed offi-
cial business at the meeting. Mr.
Lindner thanked the audience for
the standing ovation. Keith Lind-
ner, the elder Lindner's son and
vice chaitman of Chiquita, briefly
offered his appreciation for the
shareholders’ support.

Meanwhile, on the sidewalk out-
side the Omni, more than 30 pro-
testers demonstrated against Chi-
quita. Several badgered Mr.

Lindner as he pulled up to the hotel .

in his white Bentley.

“Hey, Carl, stop killing the
workers,” one of the protesters
gathered along Race Street shouted
at the 79-year-old businessman.
Mr. Lindner ignored the man and
questions from local media as he
walked into the hotel,

The group was hoping to send a
message to shareholders, said Scott
Campbell, a North Avondale resi-
dent.

“They calt themselves good cor-
porate citizens, and they've certain-
ly done a lot for Cincinnati,” he
said. “But being a gaod corporate
citizen involves more than that.”

A second group of proteste:
arrived while the meeting was
progress to demand the Enquir.
take a hard look at its practice
Uniike the anti-Chiquita crow:
which was mostly dressed in jea:
and carried homemade signs, tho:
supporting the bamana compar
came dressed in business suits ¢
white shirts and dark siacks. Tk
gigns they carried had been printe
by a computer and all carried th
s§ame message:

""Enquirer ought to investigat
their oawn unethical business an
union practices.”

Among the findings of the E:
quirer's May 3 report:

» Chiquita secretly controls do;’
ens of supposedly independent b:
nana companies through busines
structures designed to avoid re
strictions on Jand ownership an
security laws in Central America
countries,

» Chiquita and its subsidiarie
are engaged in pesticide use tha
threatens the health of workers an
residents at the company's Centr:
American banana plantations, de
spite an agreement with an envi
ronmental group to adhere saf.
practices.

» Authorities seized more than :
ton of cocaine from seven Chiquit:
ships in 1997. The company wa:
unaware and didn't approve of tht
cocaine shipments, but the problen
was traced to Jax security om it:
Colombian docks.

» Employees of Chiquita and :
subsidiary were involved in a brit»
ery scandal in Colombia.






