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FRIDAY MAILING 
INCLUDED IN THIS FRIDAY MAILING: 

0 Letter from John Applegate to the Ohio Congressional Delegation (Re: Defense 
Closure Fund) 

0 Letter from John Applegate to Jim Owendoff (Re: U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers) 

0 Monthly Progress Report Summary -- March 1998 

0 Monthly Progress Report Summary -- April 1998 

0 Newsclippings 

CAB MEETINGS: 

0 OFF-SITE COMMITTEE MEETING: The Off-Site Committee of the 
Fernald Citizens Advisory Board will meet on Monday, July 13,1998, at 
6:OO p.m. in the Alpha Building Classroom A. 

0 EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE MEETING: The next meeting of the Efficiency 
Committee of the Fernald Citizens Advisory Board will be on Monday, 
July 13,1998, at 715 p.m. in the Alpha Building Classroom A. 

0 FERNALD CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD: The Fernald Citizens 
Advisory Board will meet on Wednesday, July 15,1998. Time and location are 
to be announced. 

OTHER MEETINGS: 

0 MONTHLY PROGRESS BRIEFING: The July Monthly Progress Briefing will 
be held on Tuesday, July 14,1998, at 6:OO p.m. in the Alpha Building, 10845 
Hamilton-Cleves Highway. 

QUESTIONS: 
Please call ohn at  or Doug at with questions or concerns. 

EEg Fax: 281-3331 E-Mail: john.applegute@law.uc.edu 
You may a I so fax or e-mail us at: 
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chair 
John S. Applegate 

Vice Chair 
James C. Bierer 

Mmrbm 
Marvin W. aaWS0n 
Lisa Crawford 
Pamela Dunn 
Constance Fox, M.D. 
Darryl D. Huff 
Dan McElroy 
Robert G. Tabor 
Dr. Thomas E. Wagner 
Dr. Gene E. Wdleke 

Ex officio 
L. French Bell 
Jadc Craig 
Gene Jablonowski 
Graham Mitchell 

Senator John Glenn 
US Senate 
503 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 205 10-3501 

Senator DeWine 
US Senate 
140 Russell Senate Bldg. 
Washington, DC 205 10 

Rep. Portman 
US House of Representatives 
238 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 205 15 

Rep. Boehner 
US House of Representatives 
1101 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 205 15 

Dear Senator Glenn, Senator DeWine, RepresentaL {e Portman, Representative 
Boehner: 

The Fernald Citizens Advisory Board asks that the US Congress clarify the intentions 
of the US Congress in designating three Department of Energy facilities (including 
the Fernald Environmental Management Project) as “closure projects.” At the time 
this designation was made, the FCAB had high hopes that this would greatly facilitate 
the completion of the Fernald site. However, DOE’S Closure Fund Management Plan 
and subsequent actions have convinced us we are still dealing with business as usual. 

This year, Fernald had to undergo the traditional DOE budgeting process for FY2000. 
This process is extremely time-intensive, diverts large amount of site resources from 
remediation activities, and alwavs results in frustrating discussions about how Fernald 
will not receive the money it requires to reach closure. The FY2000 process was no 
exception. In fact, the initial result of this process was to cut the Fernald budget by . 

tens of millions.of dollars, eliminating any chance of achieving closure by 2006. The 
explanation we were given was that DOE expected other sites in the Ohio Field 
Office to be made Closure Account sites by 2000, and’there were insufficient funds to 
fully fund all projects. The solution was to fully fund all other sites in the Ohio Field 
Office to support their milestone achievements leaving just one site (Fernald) to miss 
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its milestones. While we believe Fernald will ultimately receive full funding, this . . 

budget exercise has left us unsettled and rather confused about the value of having 
been placed on the Closure Account list. We hope that this is not what Congress had 
in mind. 

We request your assistance in clarifying this situation and avoiding costly and 
confusing budgeting exercises in the future. We have a number of questions: 

1. Is it the intent of the Closure Fund to provide those sites a steady source of 
funding so that they can achieve closure by 2006? If so, how is this to be 
achieved? 

2. Is it the intent of Congress that Closure Fund sites still go through the normal 
appropriations process, thereby allowing DOE and OMB to reduce the funding 
request below that necessary to achieve closure? 

3. If DOE expands the list of closure sites without having sufficient resources to 
achieve closure for each of them by 2006, does that not defeat the purpose of the 
closure account? 

4. Is it the intent of Congress to have DOE aggressively streamline its operations at 
Closure Fund Sites to focus on environmental remediation and eliminate 
unnecessary bureaucracy? (The FCAB has been pushing DOE to this end for 
years, please see the attached letters.) 

We appreciation your attention to these issues and we hope you join us in working 
with DOE to aggressively pursue remediation of the Fernald Site. 

Very truly yours, 

John S. Applegate 
Chair 

cc:  
Jack Craig, FEMP 
Leah Dever, Ohio Field Office 
OEPA Administrator 
USEPA Region 5 Administrator 
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Mr. Jim Owendoff 
Assistant Secretary for Environmental Management 
US Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Ave. SW 
Washington DC 20585 

Dear Mr. Owendoff: 

The Fernald Citizens Advisory Board is writing to voice our strong opposition to any 
proposals that would transfer management of the Fernald Environmental Management 
Project to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

The Fernald project is beginning to make real progress toward total remediation and is 
still on track to achieve closure by 2006. DOE, its regulators, its stakeholders, and the 
US Congress have all affirmed the importance of and commitment to this closure. The 
transfer of site management at any point in the remediation of Fernald will effectively 
guarantee that remediation goals will not be met by 2006. Transferring management to 
the Corps of Engineers or any other agency will result in an unavoidable transition 
period that would cause a minimum one to two year delay. In addition, the strong 
relationships that DOE has forged at Fernald with the regulators and stakeholders 
would be undermined and the institutional knowledge so critical to remediation would 
be largely lost. The result would be moving Fernald out of the Closure Account, 
missing regulatory milestones, increased community frustration, and a more expensive 
remediation. 

Instead, DOE and Congress need to provide Fernald with stable funding, DOE 
headquarters needs to be more responsive to the needs of the site as outlined in the 
Closure Fund Management Plan, and all parities need to work together to implement 
the decisions that we all have worked so hard to make. 

The Fernald Citizens Advisory Board remains committed to working with DOE to 
achieve closure at Fernald. Please do not hesitate to call on us for any reason. 

Very truly yours, 

9 i  5 LL- 
John S. Applegate 
Chair 

I 

A United States Department of Energy S i t e -Spdc  Advisory Board 
I 

: D..=, nffirm nnv CAA 513.648.6478 &: 



cc: 
Federico Pena, DOE Secretary 
Elizabeth Moler 
Leah Dever, Ohio Field Office 
Jack Craig, FEMP 
Ohio Delegation 
OEPA Administrator 
USEPA Region 5 Administrator 
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MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT SUMMARY 

OPERABLE UNIT I ==- WASTE PITS REMEDIAL ACTION PROJECT 
Major Work Activities - March 1998 

0 

0 

Completed construction of Locomotive Maintenance Facility. 
Submitted International Technology (IT) Corporation's Remedial Design package to 
regulatory agencies. 

OPERABLE UNIT 2 =-= ON-SITE DISPOSAL FACILITY (OSDF) 
Major Work Activities - March 1998 

0 OSDF 
- Completed construction of OSDF Material Transfer Area and initiated construction of 

Decontamination Facility. 
Began placement of 2-foot soil layer of select impacted material in Cell 1. 
Prepared consent package for OSDF Phase II/Southem Waste Units excavation contract 
for submittal to DOE for review and approval to award. 

Resumed efforts to complete Leachate Conveyance System construction punch list items, 
which have been delayed by weather conditions. 

- 
- 

Leachate Conveyance System 
- 

OPERABLE UNIT 3 -0- FACILITIES CLOSURE & DEMOLITION PROJECT 
Major Work Activities - March 1998 

0 Safe Shutdown 
- 
- 

Completed isolation of all utilities in Plant 
Performed biohazard cleanup and holdup material removal from selected area in 
Plant 2/3. 
Performed underground excavations on fire protection, treated waterline and domestic 
waterline for Tank Farm. 

Completed removal of all accessible transite material in Boiler Plant/Water Plant. 
Completed demolition of Coal Shaker structure and associated equipment. 
Submitted Implementation Plan for combined complexes to regulatory agencies for 
Maintenance/Tank Farm Complex. 
Submitted Implementation Plan to regulatory agencies for Sewage Treatment Plant 
Complex. 

- 

Decontamination and Dismantlement (D&D) 
- 
- 
- 

- 

OPERABLE UNIT 4 0-1 SILOS PROJECT 
Major Work Activities - March 1998 

0 

0 

Conducted pre-proposal meeting with interested potential contractors on Silos 1 and 2 Proof of 
Principle Testing Request for Proposal (RFP). 
Made Scope of Work, Evaluation Criteria and summary of Technical Requirements Document 
for Accelerated Waste Retrieval Project available for stakeholder review. 
Completed revision of Silo 3 Draft RFP to incorporate off-site treatment. 
Completed mock-up testing of Silo 3 Small Scale Waste Retrieval at Silo 4 and initiation of 
relocation of equipment to Silo 3. 



OPERABLE UNIT 5 
Major Work Activities - March 1998 

Soils Characterization and Excavation Project 
- Completed minor checklist items associated with demobilization of Paddys R u n  

Embankment Stabilization Project Phase II. 
Initiated additional Waste Acceptance Criteria attainment sampling of West Soil 
Stockpile in Area 1, Phase I (OSDF Cell 1 Footprint and Nearby Areas). 

Completed all major construction activities on Advanced Wastewater Treatment 
( A M )  Facility Expansion and initiated Integrated Construction Acceptance Testing 
(CAT) and System Operability Testing (SOT). 
Completed off-property pipeline installation for South Plume Optimization Project. 
Completed construction and performed CAT and SOT on new Sewage Treatment Plant. 
Submitted the following documents to regulatory agencies: March 1998 Integrated 
Environmental Monitoring Plan Quarterly Report, Draft Final South Field Extraction 
System/South Plume Optimization Start-up Monitoring Plan, and Restoration Area 
Verification Sampling Report. 

- 

Aquifer Restoration and Waste Water Project 
- 

- 
- 
- 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 
Major Work Activities - March 1998 0 

Neutralization/Precipitation/Deactivation/Stabilization Project 
Total of 760 drums treated in project as of 3/27/98. 

Nuclear Materials Disposition Operations 
Shipped eight samples of various uranium-containing compounds off site for analysis in 
support of contract for sale of low enriched uranium materials. 

Made “lessons learned” modifications to optimize system operability early in March; 
restarted project March 23, 1998, and repackaged material in three T-Hoppers by 
March 27,1998. 

Received 28 responses to Commerce Business Daily announcement for potential 
subcontractors to treat tri-mixed wastes; these are wastes contaminated with 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in addition to containing both low level 
radiological components and organic contaminants regulated by Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). 

- 

- 

T-Hopper Repackaging System - 

Organic Treatment Project 
- 

7 
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MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT SUMMARY 
APRIL 1998 

OPERABLE UNIT 1 -1- WASTE PITS REMEDIAL ACTION PROJECT 
Major Work Activities - April 1998 

0 

0 

0 

Completed Locomotive Maintenance Building utilities installation. 
Initiated construction of rail and access road lighting. 
Awarded contract for procurement of 50 gondola cars. 
Submitted Draft Transportation and Disposal Plan to the Agencies. 

OPERABLE UNIT 2 -== ON=SITE DISPOSAL FACILITY (OSDF) 
Major Work Activities - April 1998 

0 OSDF 
- Completed placement of 2-foot layer of select impacted material in Cell 1 using East 

Soil Stockpile material. 
Submitted Consent Package for OSDF Phase II/Southem Waste Units excavation 
contract to DOE for review and approval; subcontract expected in early May. 
Began construction of OSDF access control and laboratory trailers. 

- 

- 

0 Leachate Conveyance System 
- Performed routine maintenance. 

OPERABLE UNIT 3 -1- FACILITIES CLOSURE & DEMOLITION PROJECT 
Major Work Activities - April 1998 

0 Safe Shutdown 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Completed holdup material removal from selected areas in Plant 2/3. 
Completed control point setup in Plant 6. 
Completed excavations on underground utility lines to Boiler Plant. 
Completed excavation of Cooling Water Line to old Cooling Tower. 
Completed utility isolations and tie-ins to steam and chlorine lines in Boiler Plant. 

0 Decontamination and Dismantlement (D&D) 
- 
- 
- 

Completed demolition of East and West precipitator breeching and support steel. 
Completed transite removal in Boiler Plant/Water Plant. 
Completed demolition of Boiler Plant South Bay structural steel and removed 
equipment. 
Began asbestos abatement and transite removal at old Cooling Tower. 
Completed removal of asbestos-containing material from Plant 9. 
Completed railroad track removal for Recycling Supplemental Environmental Project. 

- 
- 
- 

OPERABLE UNIT 4 -1- SILOS PROJECT 
Major Work Activities - April 1998 

0 Held public workshop on Accelerated Waste Retrieval Project Request for Proposal (RFP) 
began addressing comments from stakeholders and independent consultants. 

8 . . -  



0 

0 

0 

Initiated evaluation of Silos 1 and 2 Proof of Principle Testing RFP proposals. 
Submitted revised Silo 3 Draft RFP to DOE for review. 
Prepared Silo 3 Draft Remedial Design Work Plan and submitted it to DOE for review. 

OPERABLE UNIT 5 
Major Work Activities - April 1998 

0 Soils Characterization and Excavation Project 
- Completed field implementation of Area 2 Phase I (Southern Waste Units) Site 

Preparation package. 
Completed sampling for Above-Waste Acceptance Criteria (WAC)/Firing Range 
sampling in Area 2 Phase I and additional WAC sampling of West Soil Stockpile in 
Area 1 Phase 1 (OSDF Cell 1 Footprint and nearby areas). 
Published solicitation in Commerce Business Daily for potential sources sought to 
perform lead-contaminated soil treatability work in former Trap Range Area. 
Initiated Phase I wetland mitigation design. 
Submitted Draft Final Sitewide Excavation Plant to Agencies. 
Held meeting with Natural Resources Trustees on April 16,1998; trustees proposed 
possible settlement of State of Ohio lawsuit against DOE for natural resource damages. 

- 

- 

- 
- 
- 

Aquifer Restoration and Waste Water Project 
- Completed Standard Startup Review (SSR) on Advanced Wastewater Treatment 

( A M )  Facility Expansion and initiated operations on April 30, 1998. 
Completed construction of new Sewage Treatment Plant. 
Submitted Draft Final Startup Monitoring Plan for South Field Extraction System and 
South Plum Optimization Groundwater Restoration modules. 

- 
- 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 
Major Work Activities - April 1998 

Neutralization/Precipitation/Deactivation/Stabilization Project 
- Moved selected drummed and boxed waste to Plant 6 in preparation for treatment under 

extended contract; 760 drums treated in project to date. 

0 Waste Shipping 
- Continued corrective action implementation and path forward evaluation result from 

Type B Investigation Report on Leaking White Metal Boxes and associated Corrective 
Action Plan; plan remains in review at DOE-Headquarters. 

0 T-Hopper Repackaging System 
Moved to two-shift operations on April 13,1998; total of 22 T-Hoppers repackaged as of 
April 29, 1998. 

- 

Organic Treatment Project 
- Evaluated responses to Commerce Business Daily announcement; prepared Request for 

Proposal and began internal review process. 

DOE Operational Readiness Review (ORR) for Activities Involving Enriched Restricted 

ORR began on April 14,1998, and was completed April 20,1998, with preliminary 
results indicating four pre-start findings; satisfactory completion of pre-starts and 
DOE-Fernald concurrence is required before DOE-Ohio Field Office will grant 
approval to restart operation. 

Materials Requiring Nuclear Criticality Safety Controls 
- 
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.. Hauling a f  radioactive waete from : 
the contaminated Fernald facility to : 
ths U.S. Department of Energy’s a 
Nevada test site won’t reeume until : 
late thie eumxuer, the department mad : 
Monday. 9 

, De artment officiale had said in : 
safeguard8 and reeume the shi menta e 
by truck ae early 88 this ,on& They : 
were euepeaded after a ehipment ; 
leaked Dec. 15 near Kingman, Ariz. I 

Any chan ee must be approved by : 
are not scheduled to vbit Fernald until I 

July, and then by their boeees ia f 
Washinaon, DE. ,  said Gary Stegner, 
a spokeeman at the department’s 
Feraald office. 

Neighbors of the Fernald eite have : 
been told the ehipmente probably wi l l  
not reeume until late Auguet or early : 
September, said Liea Crawford, presi- : 
dent of  Fernald Residents for 
Environmental Safety and Health. 

“It disrnaye us. But at the same time, : 
the made Borne really bad mistakes," : 
eadCrawford. ho ie aleo a member of 
a DOE-funded!kxu advieory board : 
at Fernald. m 

I * 
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Apri P that they hoped to adopt new : 

officiale at t i e Nevada teat site, who ; 

I maate. But ody 12,000 cubic feet have 
beenehi edsafar. 
. In a Rb. 6 report, the Energy , 
De artmeat blamed faulty containem 1 

an s inadequate eupervasion for the 

Separate1 , Fluor Deniel Fernald, 
the p r i n . e a n u p  contractor at the 8 

eita, on onday awarded more than $4 ,’ 
million io coatracta ta four companiee 
that wiU test waye to treat radioactive 
wmte e t o d  in twa d o e  at Ferndd. 
., In the teete, the companies w i l l  
,empioy four approved treatment tech- 

to the U.9. Environmental Protection 
Agency for review. 

About 6,800 metric tons of low-lwei 
waste are stored in the two eilos. 

(Reporter Nicholarr G. Jonson con- 

I .nolopee on surrogate waste similar to 
1 that at Femald. 
i .. keulta oftbe teafa wi l l  be forwarded 

tnbutgd Sa thie ut0913 

I December leak. 

I 
. .  . .  .. . . ,  . _ .  . .  , . . .. - I. . 

-L’ . . .. .. : . . .  



86/89/98 12:s PUBLIC RFFAIRS + DOUG SFlRNO 

I I. . . . . .  

c I 

Pa ' . Nearly 18 monrhr 
tteatment faduty me tdawn 
rtgmied their attempt0 to d m  

t& moet-bmrdm narte at 
X e  former Fernald umaium 

t, mum w 
ernafd of tciala on Monday 

handed off tho project tu- -- 
aaedse. 

Four differeut copdpapies, to 

At a comhiued price-of $4.2 
, million, their acieotiats will 

a p d  the next 48 weeks test- I i r ~  new tachnoIogi'ed'ddW- 
ta stabilize 6,800 cubic metus 
of Iad-Whatcd, ndioac- 
tive muck now io two cntmbling 
ailos at the Femald ladlity in 
northweat Hamilton County. 

Contracts were awarded 
Monday to Toledsbased EnWt- 
co, for $2 million; CollegeviUc. 
PP.&ued Vortec GJKP., $1.34 
million; MmoeviUe, h.hed 
lnduatrial Technolagtee 
$305,000; and GlUmbia,%: 
baaed Cbem-Nuclear ,  
$576,000, 

But. because of cou~efds 
about radioactive contarnina- 
tian, they will not be uaing the 
actual Fernald wade. 

Instead. they onll u s  a vari- 

re P 

\ 

.'. 

ofticiala h d y  lmow that 
the material will eventually 
wind up in panumeat atorage 
st the government-run Nevada 
Tent Site - w&ere hdHog the 
nuclear bypducta of the Cold 
War is ataodard aperating 
ccdure. But the Nevada 
Site Win not accept any tiquidsat 
c b u n i d y  hatardaue material, 

id enrald. 
'The challenge for (treating 

IS not the rad~oactm elmart, 
it's the hazardaua element - 

(Please ma FERNALD, 
Page A 4  

accOtdiog to k d f l  NUrm, d O 8  
F O ~  U U U ~ ~ C X  fa RUOT DWI- 

plld shipplrlg) p a t e  sueam 
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June 9,1998 
AssociiWd Press 
r r W W ~  Sh&menrs Dehayed" 
Ry: John Nolan .\ I 
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.. . .  Waste' 

shipments 
iielayed 

Kia#lnan,Ariz. 
. Any changes must be a p  

vpda teat site, who an riot 
Jj aeheduledtovidtFernaldm 

til July, and then by their 
basses in Washingtoh D.C., 
said Gary Stegner, a upokee- 
man at the department'a Fer- 

' pIoved by ofticiala at tb8 Ne- 

BY JOIIN NOLAN 
TheAwociatedPreae 

Hauling of radioactive 
mete from the antaminated 
Faaal aitc to the US. Do 
'teat ,site wun't reeume until 
late tbia m, the departT 
ment eaid Manday. 
. Department officials had 
said in April that they hopd 

* to adopt new safeguard8 and 
resume the shipments by 
truck from the Cincinnati area 
a8 early as thia month. They 
were euupended after a ahip 
ment leaked Dec. 15 near 

partm $t 'of Energy? Nevada 

i 

d d  office. 
Neighbor8 af.the Fernald 

.site have been told the ship- 
mente probably Win not re- 
m e  undl late August or ear- 
l September, aaid Liea E rawford, preaident of Fer- 

mental safetjf and hal t& 
"It dismays us, But at the 

m e  time, they made same 
really bad mietakea," said 
Mre. Crawford, who ia also a 
member of a DOE-funded, cit- 
izens advisory board at Fer- 

aald Reaid- for Eo*- 

nald. 
'If we're going to ehip 

low&vel mete, we need to do 
it redly carefully.," ehe said. 

Nevada politiciana aleo 
have demanded that the Eaer- 
gg Department take precau- 

aad correct problem% % e shipment$ include con- 
suuction rubble, umiurn ha- 
teriala from proceasin 'opera- 
tions halted when kierndd 
meed production in 1989, 
and adioadve material from 
filtered warate water. Small 
volumes of mare have been 
sent to other, commercially 

'FRESH m t m b q  say they 
are mcerned that cf the Ne 
vada test site won't accept the 
wastes. it could be stuck at 
Femald until altemtivea are 
found. 

operated disposal S h e .  
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' h x a y e d  fish, glowin~peopld,' 
mutant animals. nuclear Wartteade h d  
h b s  exploding were sdme of he , . 
r)linp Crosby Elemcnuuy School . 
sixth-graders expected to see whm ' -"  

drey went rn Fem~dl~7lhUysdby, WY 
21. 

krfldings, f a & ,  WWrn, rubble d '' 
ordinary pcople wcaring'ardlnay '. 
cbfhcs. What the studencs didn't 
expect wem flourishing flccp and 
h e r s  in a pleaswr setting. 

Fluor Daniel Fcmald is Cmb 's 
Partner in Educsrion and dwing fKi 
shoo1 year employsw talceauns 
visiting the school to give a science 
lesson. 
'We feel that it's very imporient 

h r  siudenw grow up LO be science 
litmite," said Fluor Daniel Femald 
public rc1atian.s spokcspersan Sue 
Walpolc.. 

Tiedying, claymauan.~~~~kcrry 
cmd simple machines arc .fewof the\ I 

pmjaM the siudem have compkted 
wid, guidancc from Fluor Daniel. 
7ha culminating activity is n fidd trip 
to rhe clean-up site in May. 

The siurlcnu' firsi smp wag a 
conference r w m  where Ihe p u p  
warched a mandatory safety video end 
Wdpole fielded questions about rhe 
si@. 
"My mom told me rhman Ihrre- 

cyod fish hcrc," said Christen 
W a u g h .  

Walpole assured srudcnls hat then 
rn no mutant animals present at the 
sile, She said lhal wildlife und 
domestic animals are routinely mred 
fur any genetic variations. 

brow if anything had ever srarted 
atowinq. 

,;.,i;.l,". .., i I I , , . (  . 4 6  

;uh sk ,+ jigat \:%: 

SixC@cr Tim Wright wanted to 

IPmdunionatdtcptenrstqrpcdin 

acliviiy there now is  clean up of LhC 
sire, said Walple. 

"AU contamination is expled 
be conrained or removed by 2006." 
she said. "Basically, we'n 
oursdvw ow of a job." 

 alpo ole olplainedhow mml , 
area of the silb 8m rtwictcd-dw k 
V*# levels at radiation. she wcnt 
inrp &tail about the equipmiiitiiit ' 

employ&s' we ID guanulpee lhiir 
saiety' f+ exposun. 

"We wear SpCCial3uitm to prMacl 

Km aha 35 years and the only 

AS lhe lpovp towed the buildings, 

w wkn we go P resaicttdareaS," 
mS mid. "Undmealh dts, We 
prually w a r  all  comn clotba 
bcuipsc radon rmds u) stick IO 
polytsw." 

to monitor the d o n  content of any 
p p l e  or clothing corning out of a 
resaicted area. 

"If anything you're wearing or 
canying is seuing off'alarms, we 
make you h v e  it behind," said 
Walpole. 

One of the ncwer innovations on- 
si& is L)Ic Advanced Waste Water 
Tretumcni PIWL Ii clans radiation 
out of groundwater and injects it bask 
into thc O m t  Miami Aquifcr ut I) raw 
of 2.900 GPM. 

"Contaminated waw is the only 
thing there is off-site." said Walpolc. 
"Everything else io conlained hem in 
cells or shipped to nuclear lwting 
gmunds in Nevada." 

'S.*onl#r loroo t@m$9Paio 
wunK." said Kris Rimmlh. He also 
wanted lo know is there had evcr bcRl 
any bomb go off at Femald. 

She dcmonsaared equipment uscd 

B Y  
Tina O'Connell 

a&, 
. .. .. . .... . -- 
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I Fernald cleanup’ 
La requires utmost care 

he complications 
involved in ahipphg rel- 
atively benign nuclear 
waste from Farnald to 
Nevada underscore the 

fact that nothing about thie cleanup 
project simply a walk in the park. 
‘ We need to remind ourselves that 
this’isn’t just a matter of tidying up 
ipund a contaminated site. Fer- 
nald, a former uranium pmcesaing 
plant, is tm environmental blight 
and require8 a very careful, focused 
approach to remediation. 
The latest delay was triggered 

Dec. 15, when a truck carrying a 
shipment of waste leaked near 
Kingman, M Z .  

According to the Department of 
Energy, containers being used by 
cleanup contractor Fluor Daniel , 

Fernald failed to meet apecifica- 
tione. Two of the 8even containers - each larger than a kitchen refrig- 
erator - leaked water that had 
formed in the nuclear waste 
reaidue. Container cracks had 
developed during handling at Fer- 
add, then opened because of road 
vibrations on the trip to Nevada. 

The leaks had Nevada officials 
upset because they expected noth- 
hg but solid waste - and they am 
a little bit tired of  their atate being 
used as a repoeitory for so much 

‘ 5  

nuclear m a t e d  in the h t  place. 

been uaed ta ehip nuclear waete, 
Fluor Daniel F d d  developed d S  
fmnt containere and then failed to 
adequtely teet them before use. 
Those are the cuatainers that didn’t 
stand up to the cross-country trip, 

Because of the le&, even more 
stringent oversight fmm offidale at 
Fernald, DOE and the Nevada stor- 
age aite will be in place before the 
shipments can reaume, probably * 
sometime in Auguet or September. 
That’s ae it ehould be. These 

waste shipments can’t be done in a 
carelem or haphazard faahion. 

cent of the Fernald waste will 
remain on the property - though 
that repreeenta only 5 percent ofthe 
radidactivity It makes handling the 
26 percent that is going to be 
shipped out that much more critical. 
Lisa Cradord, president of the 

Fernald Residents for Environmen- 
tal Safety and Health, was on target 
when she said, “If we’re going to 
ship low-level waste, we need to do 
it really carefully. It neede to be 
packaged properly, and it needs to 
be managed properIy.” 

When the shipments resume, we* 
trust that theee problem will not 
he repeated. 

‘ * I  

While certain containera have lorig 

The fact is that, by volume, 78 Ijer- 
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gudge tells Fernald residents to wait 
Bv John Nolan 

r Neighbors of the former Fernald 
,uranium proceeeing plant asked a 
. federal judge Wednesday to divide 
u $10.6 million remaining from a 

e. eettlement with the govern- 
ment over radioactive pollution. 

.I But U.S. District Judge S. Arthur 
$piegel declined to even consider the 

..issue Wednesday, esying he still 
:need6 t o  receive a r e p o r t  from 
.@ateen he a pointed t overaee the 
settlement And. He t%ld Fernald 
resident8 he will be able to let them 
b o w  by late July when he will con- 
duct the hearing. 
The mone would come from what 

9 is left of a $78 million eettlement 
i tha t  Fernald residents reached in 
\ . .  

1989 with the Fernald operation'e 
owner, t h e  U.S. Depar tment  of 

E % % h k  of the eettlement provid- 
ed for coat inuin medical monitoring 
o f  residents w i! o lived within five 
milee of Fernald when the agree- 
meat was reached. They requeeted 
that monitoring t o  ease their fears 
about whether radioactive ollution 
ham the 1,050-acre Ferna P d opera- 
tion had given them cancer or other 
dieeaaee. The medical monitoring 
pro am ie continuing. & Fernald plant processed urani- 
um for the governmeat'a production 
of nuclear weapons from 1951 until 
operations ended in 1989 to concen- 
trate on cleaning the eite of radioac- 
tive contamination. The cleanup i s  to 
continue through at leaet 2006. 

About 17,000 r e s i d e n t s  who 

claimed that the radioactive pollu- 
tion caused them emotional dietress 
have received payments out of the 
settlement fund ranging from $660 
to $16,000, their lawyers mid. The 
$10.6 million from the eettlement ie 
allocated for nonmedical monitoring 

ei3 to divide b 3 e  residents cauld%ceive about 
half again a6 much as they received 
in thew finst emotional-distreee pay- 
ments, their lawyers estimate. - 

The Ener Department opposea 
the re ueetyte  lawyers are ut ng 

into medical monitorin , arguing 
that waa the main goal o B the settle- 
ment. If the money i e  not ueed, it 
should  be r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  U.S. 
Treaaury, the Energy Department 
lawyem argued in written filings 
with the court. 

oeee. If Spiegel a 

the  ju a ge t o  put the $10.6 miiifon 
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Judge delays action on proposal I 
T W ~ .  Kermit wth 

&id cammmts would be sub 
mitted 80011. Mean*, he 
reported, there me more 
than $20 million unepent. 

Neighbors' lawyue wapt 
moat or all of the $10.5 d- 
tion to be abared among p w  
ple who mened earlier pay- 
manta for a r l o t i d  distress. 

Govefn!ncat lawpm say 
b e  are betta u ~ e a  for the 
money, or, failine that, it 
should be returned to taxpay= 

ua. 
Judge Spiegcl kll set 'a 

hemug date after reading 
atgumento and response8 
from all ai-. 

F d d  was a uranium 

E ton County. Neighbor8 
aoed in 1985 aher IeMling 
their property might have 
been contaminated. Thou- 
sands received aymenb far 

t i d  dietreas. 

p h t  bl MrthlKeSt 

lootproperty VaR eandem* 

BY BEN L. IUUPMAN 
T a a ( x l n h m i v  

A pmpwal to dieMbute I 

from trustees hanQinq the 
78 million clamdon Bet- 

I gumente on the proposed : pspout 
* 
b 




