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| INCLUDED IN THIS MAILING ARE:

O Televideo Conference Information

Q Newsclippings

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Q ACCELERATED CLEANUP PLAN VIDEOCONFERENCE: On Tuesday,
July 22, 1997, there will be a videoconference between Al Alm and stake-
holders to discuss the recently released ACP discussion draft. This will take
place in the Health and Safety Building, Room 111, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

O MONITORING COMMITTEE MEETING: The Efficiency Committee will
meet on Wednesday, July 23, 1997, at the Alpha Building. This meeting will

begin at 6:00 p.m.
.Q EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE MEETING: The Efficiency Committee will
meet
on Wednesday, July 23, 1997, at the Alpha Building. This meeting will begin
at 7:00 p.m.

Q FRESH MEETING: The regularly scheduled FRESH meeting will take place
on Thursday, July 24, 1997, at Venice Presbyterian Church on Layhigh Road in
Ross. The meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. and is open to the public.

Q SILO 3 PUBLIC WORKSHOP: There will be a Silo 3 Public Workshop at the
Alpha Building on Tuesday, July 29, 1997. This meeting will take place from
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. The tentative agenda involves presenting further data to
the public. It also will address responding to request for deliverables made
during the Silo 3 Workshop on June 16th in an effort to continue narrowing
the technology option to be presented in the Silo 3 Explanation of Significant
Difference (ESD).

O TASK FORCE OFFICE NOTICE: Please note that the Task Force Office has
moved. Our new location is now in the Jamtek Building, on Hamilton-Cleves
Highway. Our phone number and fax will remain the same. Please call with
any questions.

QUESTIONS:
Please call John at- or Doug at- with questions or concerns.
You may also fax or e-mail us at:

John FAX: 281-3331 E-MAIL: john.applegate@law.uc.edu
Doug  FAX: 648-3629 E-MAIL:
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United States Government Department of Energy
memorandum = Sue Wol/e

oaTE: July 11, 1897
REPLY 1O Douald Beck, Acting Directer, Office of
ArTnOF: Intergovernmental and Public Accountability
SUBJECT. Telovideo Conferences
Distribution

TQ.

b my June 13 memerandum, 1 inforined yoy that three televides conferences will be conducted

for those locations with siekeholders who might not participate whan Mr. Alm visits the sites,

The objectve of these three televideo conferences is to provide Mr. Alm with the oppornunity

to discuss the FY99 budget with as many stakebolders a3 possible. While the sits visits will

allow hun “face to face” ome with stakiholders, the thres video conferences will provide s )
opportunity for him to talk with staksholders m the satollite officas Who could not participate in

bis site meetings.

Each of the three talevideos will target spacific sites and their satellite offices. Tha televideas
will be conducted in the svening liours and are arranged by the site public paracipation
contacts and Dooald Donaldson ut 202-586-1753. The followmg mfarmation will provide you
with specific times, dates, and logistical information. Please pass this information on to your
video or satellite broadcast contacts.

Audio Digi-in Line

We have mads sudio arangements for a call in line far 120 partcipants and the same telephone
number will be uged for each televides -- 202-287-1373

Televideo I: Tusaday, July 32, 7 pm. until 9 p.m. EDST

includes Qak Ridgs and ares offices, Ohio and srea offices, Chicage and area offices.
(Savannah River will not participate in this call a3 originally announced.)

Logistical
Information”  Set-up 6:4S p.m. EDST, Program at 7:00 p.m EDST
Goodnight: 9:18 p.m. BDST (or earlier)
Satellite: Galaxy 4. Location. 99 deg. West Longitude
Transponder: 9 - Frequancy: C.Band 3880 MMz
Polanzation: Horizontal
Audio subcarner: 6.2 and 6.8 MHz, Uplink: Washington Intl, Teleport
Video: 10.75 MHz2 peak devistion, Audio’ 7§ kHz deviation

@ PAmed on reuy ol 1090
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Taleviden 11: Wednesday, July 23, 7 p.m. until 3 p.m. EDST
Includes Rocky Flats, Albuquerque and ares offices, and Nevada

Logstical
Information:  Set-up 6:45 p.m EDST, Program a 7:00 p.m. EDST
Gondnight' 9:15 p.m. EDST (or earlier)
Satellite: Gajaxy 6, Location: 74 deg. West Longitude
Transponder: 2 - Frequency: C-Bagd 3740 MHz
Polarization: Vertical
Audio subcasriar: 6.2 and 6.8 MHz, Uplick: Washingten [atl. Teleport
Video: 10.75 MHz peak deviation, Audia: 75 kHz devigtion

Televiden 111: Thursday, Iuly 24, 7 p.m. until 10 p.m. EDST

Inctudes [daho. Oakiand, and Hanford - /mporiant Note: This televideo canfersnce was
originally schedulud from 8 p.m. unni! 10 p.m. EDST. At the raguasts of stakaholders of aur
Richland Opsrations Office, we will begin the Richiand tilevidea at 7 p.m. The participants
Jfrem Oakland can juin the tefevidvo at 8 p.m. The video time was extended in arder to address
any rtems which the Qakland stakeholdsrs may have missed between 7 and & p.m EDST..

Logistical
Ioformation:  Set-up 6:4S p.m. EDST, Program at 7:00 p m. EDST
Goaodnight: 10:15 p.m. EDST (or earlier)
Satellite. Galaxy 4, Location: 99 deg. West Longitude
Transponder: 9 - Frequency: C-Band 3880 MHz
Polarization: Horizontal
Audia subcarrier; 6.2 and 6.8 MHz, Uplink: Washington Intl. Teleport
Video: 10.75 MHz peak deviation, Audio: 73 kHz deviston

sadyvs

Issyes and Questians Prior to the Televideus? Cull Donald Donaldson et 202.586-1753,
FAX 202-586-4622.

Satallits Communications Downlink {nfurmation? Call R. H, Jermings, York Telecom, at
301-903-7442,

Televiden Links - Call Gary D. Clask at 202-586-6470. During the eveming of the braadcasts
shauld you need assistance, please call Gary in teleconference room 1E-267 at 202-386-0774,
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Proposed Agenda

1 anticipats that Assistant Secrotasy Alm will begin the televides with 2 20 minute overview
and his prossntation will be immediately followed by & question and answer period with the
stakeholders.

Guidance for Telsvidea Conference

Work closely with yous sits manayers o address any site specific concomns fiom yows
stakeholders. As you recall, last yenr's Natienal Stakeholder Budget Video Conference

_ focused on national issues and “hot topics.” Again, this yeas, we are asking thas you contact

your stekeholders to identify 1ssugs, topics and questions. Please provide them to Don
Donaldson as 202-586-1753 / fax 202-586-4622 before Tuesdsy. July 13. Site specific issues
will be referred to the site managers during the conference.

From now through the end of August, participate with your site budget contacts in the
regularly scheduled Headquaniers budget conference calls. These cally are conducted by Ebi
Brongtein's office and are schedwled each Thursdsy at 2 p.m. EDST. For the mondh of July ths
phaone number js (202) 287-1326.

Duwizg this conference call, the first few munutes of the call will allow you o discuss concerns
sbout the funye video conterences and any nationsl budget issuss being raised by your
stakeholders. *

Pasticipate with yow 2006 plan coordinator in the regularly scheduled conference calls held an
Thursdays at 11 am EDST /1 fs very impnrtant that you plan on parnicipating in the July 17
relephone call (202) 287-1373.

Please inform your stakeholders that are calling in (o place their phones on mute, or 0
cover their phones when they are oot speakmg.  The interference distracts from the
dislogue. ’

Pleass contact me af (303) $86-7633 if you have any concemns or want to discuss issues raised
wn this memorandum.  Again, thak you very auch for your support and 1 look forward 1o
talkug with you during the teleconferencss.
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"Scientists backpedal: Fernald risk real”

Fernald risk real

Lung cancer
study now seen
as accurate

BY MIKE GALLAGHER
and TIM BONPIELD
The Cincinnad Enguirer

A study thst reported an in-
creased risk of hmg cancer for
people who lived near the former
Pernald wmnium processing plant

Wa3 accurite, say government sci-
entiats who earlier this yesr criti-
cized the findings as overblown.
ing on their earlier
criticiam, sclentists from the Na-
tional Research Council on Thure-
day released a retrgction confirm-
ing the August 1998 findings of the

Radiological Assessments Corp..

(RAC) of Neses, S.C.

RAC — which had conducted
the six-year, $4 million study for
the Centers for Disecase Contral
and Prevention (CDC) — found
that longtime neighbars of Fernald

faced an elevated rigk of develop-
ing lung cancer.

In a worstcase outlook, the re-
port said a person living for 38

within 1 mile of plant

ed a 22.5 percent chance of

developing lung cancer. That's a

12.5 percent hgher risk than the
average American faces.

The scientists agreed that radon
— the radioactive gas formed in
two deteriorating silos filled with
20 million pounds of radicactive
waste — was the greatest health’
threat to Fernald neighbors.

. But the government scientista
initially argued that the study’s
dose estimates for i
dren and non-amokers living near
Fernald were four to six times too
high. Now, the scientiats say the
figures for women and non-amak-
ers were accurate, and both sides
agreed to decrease the estimated
doses for children.

. The government’s confirmation
gives new support to Fernald
neighbors, researchers and scien-
tists who want the CDC to conduct
a full epidemiological study.

women, chil-

That study, which would cost
millions and take years to com-
plete, wouid help determine how
many neighbors developed cancer
because of radiation exposure from
Fernald, a 1,050-acre former ura-
ntum-processing plant 18 miles
northwest of Cincinnati.

Fi'nal government vindication of
RAC's work came Thursday in s
letter from William ]. Schull, chair-
man of the National Research
Council’s Committee on Assess-
meat of CDC Radiation Studies.

Mr. Schull wrote, in part: “RAC

has agreed to make changes in.ity
final report in response to the
committee’s recommendatiops,
and the committee hag
that it had mistakenly criticize
RAC in some parts of its report.”
Lisa Crawiord, president of Fer-
mald Residents for Eavironmental

pleased to hear tha

ment scientists) h
ﬂd’l'

-
o ™™

ve basckped-
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Panel backs

Fernald

health study

Scientists: Exposure risks
were not exaggerated

By Katherine Rizzo
The Associsted Press

WASHINGTON

Government scientista took
another look at estimated
health risks from living near
the Fernald uranium process-
ing plant and Thuraday
retracted conclusions reached
earlier this year.

Instead of exaggerating the
health risks, the comsultants
who studied the Fernald expo-
sure had it about right, the sci-
entists said.

Agreeing on contamination
doses will hasten the process of
determining whether a large
study of disease patterns
among Fernald's neighbors is
feasible, said Dr. James Smith,
chief of the radiation studies
branch of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control.

“'Ehdg has helped %1 lot 1&1
speeding things up,” he aaid.
"&Jithin the next two or three

. months we hope to determine

whether an epidemiological
study is in order.”

At issue: calculating how
much radiation exposure resi-
dents of the rural community
in southern Butler Conaty and
northern Hamilton Coaunty
might have received over near-
ly 40 years, when radiaactive

ust was released into the air
and water.

The plant'a neighbors have
complained for years about
cancer, lung diseases and other

health problems they suspect
can be linked to the radicactive
emissions.

The Centers for Disease Caon-
trol in Atlanta has been exam-
ining whether to praceed with
a study of disease patterns. But
that dacision became more
complicated when scientista
convened by the National
Research Council criticized the
work done by the company the
CDC hired to piece together a
history of Fernald radiation

osure.

e company, Radiological
Asseasment Corp., vigorously
defended its work and com-
vinced the government panel to
retract much of ita criticiam.

That retraction came Thurs-
day from the National
Research Council’s Committee
on Assessment of CDC Radia-
tion Studies in a three-page let-
ter that outlined mistakes in
the initial review.

That was welcome newa for
Lisa Crawford, leader of a citi-
zens' p pressing for an epi-
demiological study of the Fer-
nald vicinity. -

Crawford, president of Fer-
nald Residenta for Environ.
mental Safety and Health, said
the residents had great faith in
the consultant’a six-year study,
which analyzed emissions data,
weather patterns and how the
human body retains ‘radionc-
tive particles. .

(Please swe FERNALD, Page A2}
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"Panel backs Fernald health study™

" matea may have

Fernald

{Continued from Page A1)

She gaid Fpeaple were
unnerved in February when
the government pansel criti-
cized that dose reconstruction

at\#‘z.
, e community really gets
confused,” she said. “It caused
a lot of problema.

“I'm pleased to hear that
{the government scientists)
have backpedaled.” '

Dispute involves ways of
estimating

All the experts agres that
radon — which ecta the
cells lining the lungs — was
the greatest potential heaith
riak to Fernald's neighbors.

However, the l4-member
panel of e)t:hperts initially die-
agreed with the way health
estimates were reached for
children, women and non-
smokers. On the second go-
round, the panel was con-
vinced the Radiological
Assessment Corp. atudy cor-
rectly handled the estimates
for women and nonsmokera,
and the two groups of scien-
tists agreed to decrease the
risk estimate for children.

The first review concluded
that the company’s dose esti-
been four to
gix times too high; the second

review put the two groups of
scientists “within a factor of
about 2 of each other — which
is good enough, given that it
is within the uncertainties of
the methods,” Thuraday’s
report said.

Even in the first report, the
government's panel had been
complimentary toward the
scientiats who tackled the
reconatruction job, given how
complicated it was and the
difficulty of working without
adequate records.

The study included a region
within 6.2 miles of the plant.
In the report, the scientists
suggested reconsidering that
radius.

The CDC still has under con-
sideration whether to spend
several million dollars on an
epidemiolagical study to deter-
mine whether the plant's
neighbors have suffered a high-
er- -average cancer rate.

The Fernald plant
processed uranium ore and
thorium as part of the
nation’s nuclear weapong pro-
gram from 1851 until 1989,
when cleanup began.

The plant had a history of
contamination problems,
including seeping under-

plumes ana the air-
orne release of about
300,000 pounds of uranium.

——

ND. 828 wm@ 8 -
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"Enquirer dominates in journafism awards”

Awards: Enquirer sna;

CONTINUED FROM PAGE Bl

» First place, beat reporting:
Mark Skertic, for his. coverage of
education.

® First piace, best series: Cam-
eron McWhu'tet ‘*Assignment
Bosmia.”

» First place, continuing cover-
age: Laura "Pmbleml
with city golf mes

® Firat place, informational
graphic: Randy Mazzola,

» First place. arts and enter-
tainment feature: Owen Findsen,
Jackie Demaline. Ann Hicks,
“Egypt.”

» First place, arts and enter-
tainment criticiam: Margaret
McGurk :

» First place, Page One design:
Enguirer design staff.

DFlm nlace. photography: Er-
nest Col

» First plaoc art dhmmwn.
Raob Scimster, 'Sneeze.”

» Second place, dndhg‘m'
news: B.G. Gregg, Adam Wein-

——— -
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Enquu'er dominates
in journalism awards

" The Cincirmati Enquirer

The Cincinnati Enquirer won
41 awards including the top
award for investigutive report-
ing, and 13 other first prizes at
the annual awards banquet Frie
dxy of the Queen City of
the Soclety of Professional Jour-
- irer Mike Gal-

Enquirer reporter
lagher was honored with the

9 Gerald White Memori-

al Prize for Excellence in Investi-

cluded The Cincinnati Post, with

14 swards, and the Dayton Daily

News, with 10.
Hm ia a list of Ewgwirer

D Gerald thl;:! M‘ermonal
ers bllked in Fernald dnmm.}

» First place, best Internet
web site: 'I;.h;’ (/:}uauuﬁ En-
quirer, i//enguirev.com.

» First deadline(spot
news: Richard Guan, hris
H-!t.cm-ﬁnc Hob-

gatweRepoﬂmafcrlmmvm

gation into financial, safety and

g i itics in the
ernald nuclear "
processing plant. The prise hon-
ors a late Enqwirer investigative

engineerin
cleanup of the

reporter.

John Fay, Tim Sdlmn.
Whu'tet

b Firat place,

The Enguirer won almost half m.
of the 88 awards to daily news-

papers in the Grester Cincinnati-
Dayton ares. Other winners in-

traub, Mark Braykovich, Laura
Goldberg, Dana DiFilippo and
Cameron McWhirter.

» Second place, best series:
.}gtg Prendexgast, Gregory A. Hall,
PSeccud place, lifestyle fes-

Fisher.

> Secvnd piace, business cover-
age: Jeff Harrington.

» Second
tsinment

, arts and enter-
eatute Margaret

k.
® Second place, news feature:

P Second plzce calumn writing:
Peter Bronsan.

P Second place, sports report-
mgbjgmd L d

place, page desi

Ron Huff. o

» Second phce. informational
mplne: Randy Mazmla.

toon. Im

» Third place, dendlme/cpot
gews: Liss Donovan.

» Third place,
prlaeldanlme reporting:

entee-

e

os 41 awards’ )r\

Braykovlch and Cameran
McWhirter.

, John Ecrardi, Ciff Radel,
Cameron
"Dutho!um-

enter-

pnseldatxhne rewm%
cdlu-
sx

(Please sce AWARDS.
Page B?)

\

- Third place, best sefies:™ -

Kathlem Hillenmeyer and Matk

» Third phce feature M
raphy: Craig Rutde

» Third place, editorial wnﬁﬂ
Deborah Ke&t;!rick.

» Third place, sparts reputiu:
Neil Schmidt.
» Honorable mention, best lg

ries fl::uuhle venaﬂ
mention:
ity wnﬁlc: John Johnston. —
» Houorable mention, page &
sign: Marty g
» Honorable mention, heut
lines: Katlryn Schwartz. e

13
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“Fernald cancer survey may be done”
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"Volunteer Service
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Volunteer Service Day on Fountain
Square was a winner for everyone

Area residents and employees
had the opportunity to learn
about volunteer opportunities
recently during Volunteer Ser-
vice Day June 18 on Fountain
Square.

More than 65 volunteer orga-
nizations were on the Square to
discuss their programs and re-
cruit voluntaers. The winnses of
the outstanding velunteer coor-
dinator, outstanding volunteer
program, and outstanding busi-
nese/corporate volunteer pro-
gram were also aunounced.

Radio Reading Services re-

coived the Qutstanding Volun-
teer Program of the Year award.
The agency has 600 volunteers
who help peopie who arevisually
impaired access printed informa-
tien. Volunteery read neweps-
pers and magazines on the radio,
visit with vieually impaired indi-
vidualsand reed their mail, books
or other materials to them and
provide officesupport, aquipment
repair, radio distribution and
fund raising.

Meghan Kaskoun was named
Outstanding Velunteer Coordi-
nator of the Year for her work at

St. Joseph Home, which provides
residential and educational op-
portunities for peraons who are
developmentally disabled and
medicaily frail. The Fernaid Com-
munity Invelvement Team of
Fluor Daniel/Fernald recaived the
Corporata Volunteer Program of
the Year award for theirefforts to
involve employess in the commu-
nity threugh monthly volunteer
projects and three big projects
during the year. For more infor-
mation on volunteer opportuni-
ties, call the Unitad Way Valun-
teer Rescurce Canterat 762-7171.

[V
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“Fernald thorium project reduces risk, saves money”

Fernald thorium project

reduces risk, saves money

A dedicated wam of workers safely
repackaged the fast of 5,600 deterio-
rated Jdrums of radioactive thorium
waste materials on May 20 at the
Fernald Environmentaj Management
IProject, Due to the deteriarated condi-
tion of these drums and the potential
health threw associated with the
waste, this project had been identified
as one of the site's highest cleanup
priorities by regulators, stukeholders
and DOE,

The two-yeur opefation, targeted
for completinn in April 1998, was
completed 10 maonths ahead of sched-
ule and under budget. The early
complction transiates into ahout
$400,000 in direct cost savings.

“Most imporandy, DOE and Fluor
Danici Pernald achieved a worker ex-
posure rate of less than half the origi-
nal estimate by implementing numer-
ous productivity improvements sug-
gested by the actual workers in the
field,” said Jack Craig, POQE-FEMP of-
fice direvtor, “As a result what we real-
ized overall was a safer project, a
shorntened schedule and a significant
COSL savings to faxpayers.” @

NC.876 Pog2-en4
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“Accelerating environmental cleanup: Focus on 2006”

Accelerating environmental cleanup: Focus on 2006

On Junc 12, Assistant Secretary for
Favironmental Mapagement Al Alm re-
leused for public comment a discus-
siun draft of Accelerating Cleanup: (-
s on 2000, 4 repont propusing strat-
egics  clean up as many contami-
nated DOE sites as possible by 2006,

The nadonal planning process is
designed 1o accederate cleanup, reduce
overall costs and maintain DOF's com-
mitment taneet federal and state
regulations and compliance agree-
ments.

The discussion draft evaluates
clenup goals under two scenarios
hased on annual Environmental Man.
agemaent funding of $5.5 and $6.0 bil-
lion, The draft also cvaluates the im-
pact ol increased efficiency on
cleanup schedules and costs.

UUnder the higher scenario with the
pertormance improvements, sites man-
aged hy DOE offices in Albuquergue,
Chicago, Nevada, Oakland and Ohio
would he dosed and cleanup come
plete by 2006, The goal includes clo-
sure of Rocky Flats, Colo., although
the site faces significant challenges.

Under the lower planning level,
DOFE anticipates that cleanup at Rocky
Flats. Ohiu and Nevada would not be
complete hy dhat date. Under aif see-
narios, work at major sites would con-

tinue past 2006.

“We will work closely with states,
local communities, Tribal nations, na-
tionul interest groups, regulators and
other officials o ensure that the final
plans henefit people living near the
DOE sites, the American taxpayer and
the environment,” Alm said. “Our goul
is to clean up sites faster und ar less
cost than previously estimated, while
meeting compliance requirements.”

“Qur goat Is to clean up
sites faster and at less
cost than previously
estimated.”

Life-cycle costs estimated in the
discussion draft range from $110 10
$117 hillion. ussuming performunce
goals are met—half the mid-range est-
mates in the 1996 Buscline Environ-
mental Management Repaort.

The draft indicates that goals can
be achieved oniy with significant im-
provements in efficlency and produc-
tivity. Aggressive performancu require-
ments include reducing support costs

to 30 pereent of the overall costs: im-
proving productivity for definable
projects by 3.5 percent per year, and
improving by 6 percent productivity of
operations per year. The result would
be a 12 pervent increase in work with
the same amounr of funds through 2006,

Thuse improvements will he
achieved through such actions as inte-
grating work across sites, improving
cumpetitive contracting methods, <de-
ploying innovarive rechanlogy. im-
proving incentives, and integrating the
planning, hudgeting and execution
phases of cleanup projects. Each DOE
field office would be responsible for
meeting its performance gouls.

Even il the phan is implemented
successiully, substantial work will re-
main at the Hanford, [daho, Ouk
Ridge ;and Savunnah River Sites, ‘These
sites would henefit frm the 2006 plan
through cost savings and sccelerated
schedules.

A 90-day public comment period
on the drlt and site-specific plans
ends Sept. 9, The draft is available at
http://www.em,.doe.gov/acc2006/.
Submit written comments to:

U.S. Department of Energy

Mr. Gene Schmitt

P.O. Box 44818

Washington, DC 20026-4481 %
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“Ppehistaric Native American remains interred at Fernald”

Prehistoric Native American remains mterred at Fernald

On May 25, 950-year-old Native American remains and
associated artifaces found during a 1994 construction project
nn the Fernald Site were interred dudng a sacred ceremony
performed by representatives from several tribes.

“Today is a day for celebration,” said Chicf White Bear
during the ceremuny. “Today our ancestors cun begin their
journey home.”

At right, Duane and Kevin Everhart of the Miami Tribe
take part in the ceremony, which ended a three-year col-
lahorative effort on the part of DOE, several tribes and Joe
Shomaker, the Federal Environmental Management Project's
manager of Cultural Resources, who coordinated the effort.
"Our goal was to honor the wishes of the Natlve Ameri-
cans.” he said. “Tt was challenging hecause we couldn't fink
these remains 0 3 specific tribe, so we had to coordinate’
our efforts with several tribes. One thing they all agreed
upon was that they wanted the remains reburied, not put
on display in a museum.” The remains were interred on
federal land. which provides stricter guidelines for their
protection, ¥
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