
Dayton Daily News 
Dayton, OH 
(S=230,000, D=180,000) 

SATIJKDAY, JANUARY 4,1997 

EG&G MOUND-12-04----9703060065 

-.. - 

O'Leary 0pene.d the doors 
- - -- 

Before the memory of President-, - - 

Clinton's Energy Secretary Hazel 
O'Leary fades into 
the news of the 
work of her 
replacement, give 
Ms. O'Leary an 
outgoing pat on the 
back. 

Ms. O'Leary is 
better known in 
the Dayton area as 
the energy depart- 
ment chief who 
backed programs 
to help the Mound 
plant in Miamis- 
burg shift into 
private-sector. - Hazel OvLeary 
work. Nationally, 
she was most controversial for-expensive 
.trips abroad. 

-O'Leafj7 istheone who opened up- the -. -- . . . - . 

Department of Energy sothe public and 
environmentalisis could-see the work of. 
the bomb-builders. She fe.d information to 
co-unities. She welcomed comrnuni- 
ties into the bomb factories. 

She also apologized, on behalf of a gov- 
ernmentthat had been inum for decades, 
for some of the radiation sinsagainst 
unwitting-victims decades ago.. . 

. . 

She also opposed the wasteful invest- 
ment in the $10 billion Superconducting 
Super Collider project. That earned her 
the enmity of Rep. Joe Barton, from .the 
Texas district where the supercollider 
project was to have been built. 

.Ms. O'Leary entrusted the public with 
information;.a timely reform in the post- 
Cold Warera, as the department adjusted 
to the nuclear cutback and the need for 
clean-up work at the production sites: 

As Washington Post writer Thomas W .  The Clinton admipistration'can take 
Lippman noted recently, however, Ms. pride in that. 
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i FERNALD 
! 

j Melter leak halts 
! 

I I encapsulation project 
i- CINCINNATI (AP) - A leak in ' .  

I - a  giant melter at the former Fer- 
i nald uranium pro.cessing plant 
I has put on hold an experbental 
/ project to. encase radioactive 
; waste'in glass pellets. . 

: The leak on ~hursday never 
1 presented a threat to public safe- 
i ty, U.S. Department of Energy 
j -spokesman Ken Morgan said 
! Tuesday. 
/ Morgan said the DOE, which 
I owns the site, reported the leak 
i because it has a policy of report- 
ing all unusual activity at the . ' 1 iite. 

I The molten material that 

leaked started asmall fire on the 
plant floor. The.materia1-was not 
radioactive and was corisidered 
nolitoxic, another DOE spokes- 
man, 6ary Stegner, said. 

"We just don't know what hap- 
pened at this point, and we can't 
proceed until we.know what 
caused this,".'Stegner said. 

The investigation:cduld take . 
up to a month. ' 

Flour Daniel Fernald Iilc. was 
hired to clean up wastes remain- 
ing at the former uranium pro-, 
cessing plant. The company . . 

plans to encase in glass more 
than 20 million pounds of radio- 
active wastes stored at  Fernald. 
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WTSDR to address environmental 
healfh'. eoncerns at the Mound facility - 

The followingp6t&tial rell& s i t & ( ~ k ~ )  packages.will be avaibble for public 
review in the CERCLA PubIic ~eadih'g.Room,305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, 
Ohio beginning Jani ia j  9, ,1997. Public'cornment will be acceptea on these 
packages from . . Januaq. . - 9, f9'97; tlirough'Feb+ry:l3, . .  1997; . . '  . 

The ~ g e n c ~ . .  for: ' Toxic 
Substances arid Disease Registry 
(ATSDR), 'an agency of the UIS. 
.Public Health .:Service,. is. 
addressing residents' health con- 
c t rns  regarding: the. 'Mound 
Plant. 

The findings of the public 
health assessment will be pre- 
sented to the public in a meeting 
to be held on widnesday Jan * 5. . g97 .xii:-,7 ::+i 

.,... .'mmmi':::at ? k.>+.!;rk...7.. . .ywg?, 
* .  

Miamisburg Civic Center, 
Community Room, 10 N. First 
St. in Miamisburg. 

An ATSDR pubiic health 
assessment reports information 
about hazardous substances at a 
site -and evaluates whether expo- 
sure to those substances in the 
past, present or future could 

people living, working or 
aying on or near the site. They 

identify health studies or. 

I 

other activities and inake.recorn- , . 
mendations to other government' 
:agencies. such a s  --.the':u.S. 
Environmental . .Protection 
Agency (U.S. EPA) and:state 
and local health, environmental 
departments, concerning actions . 
to protect public health; 

At t h e  public. 'meeting, 
ATSDR health assessor - Dr. 
William Taylor PhD. will present 
the public health -assessment on 
the Mound plant. 

Community members who 
cannot attend the meeting but * 

would like to receive additional 
information on ATSDR's activi- 
ties may call ATSDR Health 
Assessor William Taylor at 
(404) 639-6035. 



Public Meeting 
Make plans to attend the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry's (ATSDR) public meeting to present the public health 
assessment on the Mound Plant. 

Wednesday, January 15,1997 

LOCATION: comm'hity Room 
Miamisburg Civic Center 
10 N. First Street 
Miamisburg, Ohio 

SPEAKER: Wlliam Taylor, PiiD 
ATSDR Health Assessor 

Please call the ATSDR Health Assessor, 
r Mound CERCLA Community Rclalions, 

U.S. Secretary of Energy Hazel O'Leary visited the 
Mound facility last year to check on the facility's com- 
mercialization process. 
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Don Hamilton, an engineering technician in the new tritium treatment facility, demonstrates how glove 
boxes are. used during.valve verification: . . 

b A new $10 inillion 
system will make the . 
handling of radioactive 
tritium gas safer. 

By Dale Dempsey 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

The Department of Energy 
unveiled its newly activated Tri- 
tium Emissions Reduction Facil- 
ity (TERF) on Monday at the 
EG&G Mound Plant in Miamis- 
burg, hastened by two incidents 
in October that called into ques- 
tion the aging system previously 

used to handle the radioactive 
gas. 

The $10 million plant, which 
will begin operation this week, 
will increase both the safety and 
capacity of the system used to 
collect and dispose of tritium. Its 
removal from the Mound Plant is 
the key element in the Mound's 
conversion from a. Cold War 
weapons production plant to a 
private sector commercial facil- 
ity by the year 2005. The recov- 
ered tritium is being shipped to 
other DOE facilities, primarily 
Savannah River, S.C., and Los 
Alarnos, N.M. 

The TERF facility is buried 

. - 
deep behind the 17-foot-thick 
concrete walls of Building T, a 
five-story underground building 
that was constructed in 1948 to 
withstand a direct missile 
attack. The area formerly 
housed a water-storage system 
designed to sustain workers for 
months after a nuclear attack. 
Until Monday, the area was off- 
limits to news media reporters 
and photogPaphers. 

City officials in Miamisburg 
said they have been urging the 
DOE to activate the newer tri- 
tium removal system for the past 

SEE MOUND/4A 



MOUND: Feeling. safer 1 
withnew system , 
CONTINUED FROM 1 A  

two or three years. The Mound 
Plant had been processing tri- 
tium with a system of pipes that 
dated back to the mid-1960s. 
Aging joints and connections had 
become a source of concern. 

Miamisburg Mayor Dick 
Church Jr. applauded the open- 
ing of the new facility. "We feel a 
lot safer," he said. 

Last October, two tritium inci- 
dents occurred that underscored 
the need for a newer system. 
First the DOE announced that a 
small amount of tritium was 
unaccounted for. It was later 
found to be lost in the system 
rather than stolen or released to 
'the atmosphere. Then on Oct. 23, 
about 50 curies (a unit of radioac- 
tive measurement) were released 
into the atmosphere by a faulty 
catalytic converter. The Environ- 
mental Protection Agency 
i-equires releases over 100 curies 
hi a 24-hour period be reported. 
: Tritium, an isotope of hydro- 
gen, was used in the manufactur- 
'ng of trigger devices in nuclear a eapons until the DOE discontin- 
ued operations. Tritium is also 
used in small quantities in 
watches, theater exit signs and 
some airport runway lighting 
>ystems. 
: Although the tritium release 
posed only a small health hazard 
for Mound workers and did not 
bigger sensors beyond the con- 
fines of the plant, the incidents 
appear to have sped up the open- 
ina of the new facilitv. . - 
: The DOE began construction of 
,the tritium-recovery system 
.?even years ago.as part of the 
weapons production process. The 
.l;ystem can be used to capture 
and remove tritium as well. 
: Nat Brown, Miamisburg site 
director foi the DOE, said Mon- 
day that while a study early in 
!996 concluded that the new facil- 
aty would increase safety and 
Save time and money, federal 
budgeta~y concerns may have 
Pelayed its coming on line. 
: "Once we begin using this facil- 
ity, it becomes contaminated and 
will have to be cleaned up as 
well, extending our cleanup," 

said. "But ive signed a 
emo of understanding to begin 

using it d te r  the value engineer- 
ing study concluded it would be 

-. both more efficient and economi- 
hl:" 
: Although environmental. 
releases have beenreduced . : 

. mm~atlv.af.~~omd-in' the'll&t :;. .-.' .: . 
: &cad;, the new process will  . . 

.msketritium :kr. :~::;-~.~~y; , recovery. :.:: :... ;A::.~::.:-:..~;~,:+~:C!S even -saf- ?:.:. ;.:;.: 
. _  .. . J .  . 

: .  

Assuming a fmed schedule of 
recovery, the old system had the 
potential for the accidental 
release of between 10,000 and 
50,000 curies. The new system 
drops that to 200 curies. 

"Even though the level of 
nuclear materials at Mound has 
been greatly reduced over the 
past five years, it is still critical 
that the con~munity has complete 
confidence in the safe manage- 
ment and handling of the materi- 
als that remain there," Miamis- 
burg City Manager John 
Weithofer said. 

b In a related development, a 
public hearing is scheduled for 
Jan. 21 in Oak Ridge, Tenn., for 
the disposal of transuranic radio- 
active waste - metal drums con- 
taining elements of plutonium, 
americium, neptunium and other 
man-made elements - at the pro- 
posed hazardous waste plant in 
Carlsbad, N.M. The Mound has a 
small amount of transuranic , 
waste it would like to send to 

* Carlsbail, a deep'geologic reposi- 
tory where the material would be 

,-,*i,sola.t.ed h-m hurpan exposure \ . 
for at least 10,000 years. 
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- 
lround 50.curiks of tritium.sya;. : tive :so, if thtre  is a DOE'S new TERF-tritium . . .  recovery systemat the Mound 

. . iccidcr?i i l \y r~lea$'cd.'jid::intd:ihe .leak in':@ne-'of. th-ebglo\tes, d r  :.facility.: ,- . . .  > - .-PHOTO BY~TEVE SANDL~N 

it~nosphere by a faulty,catalytic will move intoit rather than Out there is a released into the room tritium will be kept in the room 
zonverter on the old.system - an . of it," he'said adding that if where the system is any . .  ' . . (Continued:on Page 12) . . 

. . 
Tritium ... . > 

. . 

(Continued from Page 1) 
due to that same negative pres- 
sure. 

The TERF system is located 
deep behind 17 foot thick con- 
crete walls in BuildingT, an 

Y nderground building that was 
onstructed in 1948 to withstand 

a direct missile attack. 

Miamisburg officials have 
been pushing DOE to activate 
the TERF system for the past r 

three years and began to push 
harder with the recent incidents 
happening in October. 

"We feel a lot safer," said 
Miamisburg Mayor Dick Church 
Jr. "And it's much faster. 

"The quicker this tritium is 
out of here, the quicker we're 
going to be able to continue with 
our efforts at commercialization 
of the Mound," he said. 

The removal of iriiiuin .from 
the Mound facility is an impor- 
tant element in the facility's-con- 
.version from a weapons produc- 
tion plant to a private commer- 
cial facility. 

EVEN THOUGH the level of 
nuclear 'materials at Mound has 
been .greatly reduced over the 
past five years, it is still- critical 
that the community has com- 
plete confidence in the safe 
management and handling of the 



ATSDR to discuss Mound plant 
. . 

health concernsat public . . meetin-g 
T h e  Agency for Toxic 

S U ~ S ~ ; ~ I I C C S  and Disease Registry 
(ATSDK), an agency of the U.S. 
Public Health Service, is  
addressing residents' health con- 
cerns regarding the Mound 
Plant. 

The flndings of the public 
health assessment will be pre- 
sented to the public in a meeting 
to be held on Wednesday, Jan. 
15, 1997 at 7 p.m. at the 
Miamisburg Civic Center, 
Community Room, 10 N. First 
St. in Miamisburg. 

An' ATSDR public health 
assessmentreports'-information 
about :hazardous substarices at a 
site and evaluates whether expo- 
sure to those substanc,es in the 
past, present or  future could 
harm people living, working or 
playing on or near the site. They 
also identify health studies or 
other activitiesand make reeom- 
mendations to other government 
agencies such a s  the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (U.S. EPA) and state 
and local health environmental 

departments, concerning actions 
to protectpublic health. 

At the public meeting, 
ATSDR health assessor Dr. 
William Taylor PhD will present 
the public health assessment on 
the Mound Plant. 

Community members who 
cannot attend the meeting but 
would like to receive additional 
information on ATSDR's activi- 
ties may call ATSDR Health 
Assessor William Taylor at 
(404) 639-6G35. 

. . . .  . . . . . . .  

.. 
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POTEN;T-J-AL, ;RELEASE.. 
. ' SITE :PACKAGE 

. 
. . Environrnenial 

: ;gMgp; .. :. , . .  -... . N o t i ~ , ~ : o f . ~ u ~ 1 ~ ~ & ~ ~ e ~ ~ : I ' ~ ~ ~ o O d d ~ ~ .  . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  : .  : _ ..;::.;: . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

T ~ C  following p&tential.ielease Site (PRS) p&kage required clarification to  the 
recommendation and will be  available for.p.ublic review in the CERCLA Public 
:Reading Room, 305 E. Central.Ave.,:Miamisburg, 0hio.b;eginning January 15, 
: 1997. Public comment will be.accepted on this package from January 15, 1997, 
through February' 15;'1:997. 

. . 

. . .  . . 

. Questions can be referred to Moundls Community Relations at (937) 865-4 140. 
(. 

. . \ 

. . . . . - . . .  . . . . .  . . .  _. . ,. . <  



materials that remain there," j 
sajd Miamisburg City Manager : 
John Weithofer. '.'When two sep- 
arate tritiuni incidents occurred j 

a ast fall - even though. they were : 
ater determined to be minor - ] 

chefreliability of the ERS in use 
for tritium recovery at Mciund 
was called into question. 

"By replacing this aging sys- 
tem with a modern new TERF -. 

unit, the Department of Energy : 
is showing its ongoing commit- 
ment to the protection of the 
environment and the safety of its 
work force and our community, 
even as it continues phasing out 
operations at the plant," he said. 

"With DOE's plan to remove 
the building containing the cur- 
rent effluent removal system, 
TERF provides the site a more 
reliable system to complete the 
defense and environmental 
cleanup missions," said Mike 
Grauw.elman, pres~dent of the 
Miamisburg Mound Community 
Improvement Corporation, the 
economic development organi- 
zation spearheading redevelop- 
ment efiorts at the Mound. "we 
re  pleased with the DOE's , e tentibn to this issue which is '.- 

so critical to the progress of our 
economic development efforts." 

I : MOUND PLANT 
Public Meeting 

Make-plar~s ro atrerui the Agency for Toxic Substances arrd. Disease 
Registry's (ATSDR) public meeting to present the public health 
assessment on th'e Mound Plant. 

DATE: Wednesday, January 15,1997 
TIME: 7:00 pm 
LOCATION: Community Rbom 

Miamisburg Civic Center 
10 N. First Street 
Miamisburg, Ohio 

SPEAKER: WUium Taylor, PhD 
ATSDR Health Assessor 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: ~liase call the ATSDR Hcalth ~sscssor. 
William Taylor. at 4041639-6035 or Mound CERCLA Co~nrnunity Rclations. 
S~ephen Nowka at 9371865-4 140. 

The Mound Action Committee 
will meet on:' 

MOUND 11 
n 

Thursday, January. 16, 1997 
5:30 pm 

Mound Facility 4 OSE B@lding Cafeteria 
Mound Road 

Miamisburg, Ohio 
. .  . . . 

. . 

.The meeting wiUinc1ude.a short. tour of the Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC) and a brief presentation on, 
the -Mound Plant Public .Health Assessment by Dr. Bill 
Taylor.of the  Agency for Toxic Substances a n d  Disease . . 

Registry. 

To tour the  EOC. you must have a picture ID, such-as  
your driver's license, for identification purposes. 

Parking is available in front of the OSE Building. 8 

lnterested citizens are encouraged to attend and, participate. 
Questions can be referred lo 'Mound Community Relations. 
(937) 865-4 140. 
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Radioactive. . . .. . wastes may-be coming:to your county 
. . .  . . .  . . 

I . .  . . :. 

Screening by the state of Ohio for 
the siting of a radioactive- 
waste-disposal facility is under way. 
Within the year, three candidate sites 
will be chosen. A more definitive 
study will then be undertaken of the 
three sites and a final selected - i t  
may be in the Miami Valley. 

By the year 2005, the newly con- 
structed facility will begin accepting 
radioactive wastes from 175 known 
generators: 58 in Ohio, 21 in Indiana. 
11 in Iowa, 27 in Minnesota, 31 jn Riis- 
souri and 27 in Wisconsin. 

While the time period for accep- 
tance of this waste is designated as 20 
years and the facility.capacity is desig-. 
nated as 2.25 million cubic feet, both 
the length of time f ~ r  aqceptwce and 
the capacity can be extended with a 
decision to do so by the Ohio Low- 
Level Radioactive Waste Facility 
Development Authority. The facility 
may even be reopened to accept waste 
at a later date -all provided for in  
Substitute Senate Bill 19, as passed by 
the Ohio Legislature on June 7. 

Ninety-five percent of the radioac- 
tivity of the wastes is generated by 

nuclear power plants; the other 5 per- 
cent comes from radio-chemical man- 
ufacturers, research laboratories, gov- 
ernment agencies other than the 
Department of Energy, universities, 
medical schools and hospitals. This 
"low-level radioactive waste" includes 
everything from slightly radioactive 
trash such as gloves and booties to 
highly radibactive-activated metals 
from inside nuclear reactors. Resins 
and filters from nuclear power reac- 
tors are often highly radioactive and 
capable of delivering a lethal dose of 
radiation. 

The wastes contain radionuclides 
that decay within a few days and radi-, 
oriuclides whose decay-requires vkry. . 
.longqeriods of time. Medical wastes, 
for example, decay in periods ranging 
from six hours to a maximum of 140 
days. On the other hand, one of the 
most common radioactive contami- 
nank from a nuclear power plant is 
cesium-137, which requires 300 years 
to decay to background levels. Addi- 
tional radioactive-waste contaminants 
include: plutonium-239, with a half-life 
of 24,000 years; nickel-59,75,000 years; 

and technetium-99,213,000 years. ' I  

This is not all. Of the six dispos&" 
sites that hive accepted 16w-level-:j: 
radioactive wastes in the pastor &!: 
'currently accepting wastes, aU.afe;.'" 
leaking radioactivity into the env-iion- 
ment, The six sites are: Beatty,Nev;,-;. 
Richland, Wash.; BarnwellS.C.; West 
Valley, N.Y.; M a e y  Flats, ~y.;:andl"' 
SheBeld, Ill.:Long-term care funds',' " 
collected fromdepositor fees;will i n '  
no way coverthe cost-of restoring " ' 
these sites to safe areas. ' '. 

sureiy the question can and-shoqq 
be raised about the whole process qfo , 
radioactive-waste'disposal -'whetl?er 
it isthe disp9s.d method, the conta$ 
rzrent method; .the sit.ing proce$s, .tFe: 

level. of radioa.ctivity or thelicerisin$! . . . -process. i. ' " . , 
Surely, it is incumbent uponcitii .! 

zens and county guardiaris.at this:'":': 
point to deniand:a'change:Change:,;,;: 
Sub. S;B.'l9, or change disposal crj$f 
ria before '0hio.becomes radioactiy5Ly 
contaminated further. . .. 

. .  , A  

. . . . 

VELMA M: SHEARER , . .. 

Englewood -,.\.(:: 
, ... 
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Church recaps 1996 

Mound clean-uplreuse , 
and Aquatic Center 
just two of highlights 

b Dick Church Jr. d iamisburg Mayor 
Presidential election years like 1996 are an exciting time in our 

country. Regardless of political affiliation, eo le across our nation 
seem to bt: more attentive to local, regicrna f $  an national issues dur- 
ing major election years. The anticipation of voting and the process 
of learning about candidates lead to increased political discussion 
anlong people and make us all a little more civic-minded. 

Both presidential candidates put tremendous e ~ p h a s i s  on Ohio 
during their cam aigns last fall, with numerous visits to our state. I 
was very proud tRat Miamisburg was able to play a role in President 
Clinton's visit to Dayton in October. I was privileged to serve in the 

welcomin party and represent our cit as the President d ived at ~a~tonfnternat ional  Airport. In ad ition, the Miamisburg 
gh School marching band, under the direction of Don Davis, 

accepted an invitation to entertain nearly 20,000 spectators on 
Dayton's Courthouse Squari: prior to the President's speech. It was a 
thrilling day for these young people and one I'm sure they won't 
soon forget. 

One of President Clinton's campai n themes leadin up to 7, Election Day was his vision of "8uil&ng Bridges*' to t e Zlst centu- 
ry. In inany ways, the on-going transition and growth that 
Miamisburg is experiencing leads me to relate also to that theme. 
We are building our own bridge to the new century - moving for- 
ward to better meet the chan ing needs of residents, while also 
developing a progressive an % modern image for our community to 
retain and attract business development and jobs and promote new 
housing op ortunities. 

City sta # continues working to provide residents the finest ser- 
vices possible, such as waste collection, street maintenance, water 
and sewer services and police an3 fire protection. Meanwhile, elect- 
ed officials, as always, are committed to serving the community by 
setting the policies that allow the city to meet the needs of citizens, 
while also romoting the progressive vision necessary for a success- 
ful future. ! am proud to senfe with a city council that is so dedicated 
to the comn~unity and whose primary focus is on the peo le. P I would like to take this opportunity to review some o the City's 
primary achievelnenls during 1996, provide an update on some of 6 

the on-going projects in our community and offer a preview of some 
things to look for in 1997. 

Mound Clean-up and Reuse 
First and foremost, I'd like to address a subject of utmost impor- 

tance to Miamisburg's future-the status of the Mound lant's con- 

Erie Canal. 
I? version to a private facility and the related clean-up o f t  e Miami- 

The leadership in  our city and at the Mound faced a major chal- 
nge several years ago when the Deparlrnent of Energy announced' 

plans to vacate thc facility. For Mound to survive and continue , 

roviding valuable 'obs in our area and much-needed tax revenue 
g r  Miillnisburg, i r  d ad to be converted from a government installa- I 
tion to private commercial use. 



As the national chnirnman of the Energy Cornmunit Alliance, ' 
X which includes leaders froin 13 commun~ties across t e nation 

which host DOE sites, I'm happy to report that this conversion 
process at Mound IS well underway. If any of us wondered how our 

progress nught be measured with other similar situa- I 
across the country, I think the U.S. Secretary of I 

gy herself, Hazel O'Leary, provided the answer. i 
er visit to Mound a few months ago for meetings- i 

with her advisory board, the secretary personally 
examined the privatization efforts and said "There is 
no better example than here at Mound." 

What a tremendous confirmation of the significant 
pro ress we've made. 
. +he city's non-profit economic development arm. i 

named the Miamisburg Mound Community 
Improvement Corporation, or MMCIC, is responsible Church 
for overseeing the conversion at Mound on behalf of 
the cit With over 20 private businesses already on site at Mound 
with atout 250 employees. we're off to a reat start. But the 
MMCIC, under the direction of president h i k e  Grauwelman, com- 
missioned an independent stud this year to develop the best long- 
term strategic plan for success ?' ully utilizing the Mound's facilities. 
The consultant's final report recommended that Mound be devel- 
oped and marketed as an industrial and technology ark. That strate- 
gy for reuse of the site was ado ted, and we're conident that Mound 
will continue its successful evofution and be held up as a model for 
other DOE facilities across the country. 

One of the important developments to watch for in 1997 will be . 
the selection of a new contractor at Mound. The current government 
contractor, EG&G Mound A plied Technologies, is not seeking R renewal of its contract, whic officially expired on Se t. 30, 1996, 
and is being continued on a month-by-month basis. d e Department 
of Energy is currently examining proposals from five corporate 

roups who submitted bids to become the new site contractor. The 
h a 1  iiward is expected to be made by February 15, with the new 
contractor beginning full o erations on April 1. P This new contractor wil be primarily responsible for preparing 
the site for ownershi transfer from the federal government to the P by the year 200 . The most ressing issue of preparation con- 

s contamination clean-up of%oth the infrastructure and the sur- 
nding environment. The most visible cpmponent of this clean-up 

is occurrin along the path of the Miami-Erie Canal on old State d Route 25. his soil remdual, replacement and testing is a significant 
project, and the city has been kept up-to-date with re lar progress 
re orts. The DOE is committed to a total and cost-e ective clean-up P fY 
o the entire site area in a timely manner, and the decontamination 
process is moving ahead on schedule. 

On a related environmental topic, Mound unfortunately experi- 
enced a minor release of tritium gas this fall through one of its 
smoke stacks and into the environment. The amount of gas released 
was substantial1 below the level that requires reportin to the 
Environmental Jrotectibn Agency (EPA), but Mound officials 
nonetheless notified the proper authorities and Miarnisburg city offi- 
cials, as well as the general ublic via press conference. It was deter- 
mined at the time that the re ! ease did not ose a health risk to the 
general public, and later testing confinne h' that assessment. In fact, a 
recent report b the Agenc for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry statedYlhat ~ o u n J "  ..+oses no apparent public health haz- 
ard to off-site po ulations." Despite the tritium incident. I believe B DOE and Moun officials remain committed to proper safety proce- 
dures and that the facility poses no health risk to Miarnisburg resi- 
dents. 

Family   qua tic Center and, ~ e w  park 
6 

Besides ensuring the long-term hea1th:and safety of residents, 
there is at least one other positive aspect of the environmental issues 
at M6und, and that leads me to my next topic. 

The environmental restoration along the Miami-Erie Canal forced 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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parks available in our city. A preview of the A uatic Center opening and a 

Hiamisburg .... . .  

reliminary list .of rograms and cl.asser schedaed there next summer will & provided in the Larch issue of our Civic Focus nkwsltttsi. 
8 . .  . .  .. .. 'Econo.mic Development 

(Continued from Page 3) Many of our city d e p h e n t s  had significant projects in;1996. Our 
.. Planning and'Development staff saw the recent trend of resldentig and 

o close the ad.acent ~ 6 m m ~ n i t ~ ~ ' a r k .  including the swimming. commercial growth In our city con ti nu^. On the corixneicial Side, just this 
In an effort to compensate Mi.amisbuig forthe loss of the fall three major tenants moved into. the Miamiiburg Plaza shopping center 

~rk, 'the Department of Energ awarded a $4.6 million grant to the cjt for, located on State Route 725. Ace Hardware, Goodwill Industries and Odd 
,nsmction of a iew park andpool. A citizen-based committee prov1d;d : Lots now opeqte out of the plaza'i three lar e "anchor?' loeatiorjs; includ- 
:[a1 input into the deslgn of the new facili{y,'and I'm pleased to report that ing the sp0t:vacated by Kmger. Of course; I&o er~s~relocatian lastspring 
,nsmction work began in Se tember on our new Famil A uatic Center across thestreet from. the lazaalong ~e i r i cke ,k?ad&~s i  significant 
x k  coqplkx at the corner ofheincke and Maue roads. l o c j  arid &unty development in our c~ty.  ~nta!l :f ixtun in Miamisbu~g for many years, 
Fficials enthusiasticall participated in agroundbreakingceremony to Kroger demonstrated its commitment to our community by building an 
ick-off the project andwork continued on schedule through the end of the attractive stand-alone 1oc~tion.utilizing their hew modem buildin design, 
w. . . Also now o en is our newest downtown retail:o"tlet, ~ ~ ~ ~ n d ~ a r d w a r e  

The Aquatic Center will aciommodate 1,000 swimmen andinclude an located at 5? SouthMainSueet. Therevielization of our downtown area i 
.ght-lane l a p  001, two giant water slides,.a diving well with one-meter .a majorpriority for ouici anda new business opening its doors down- 

\ md volleyball. h e  adjoining garlc area will include a c ildren's lay 
2'*' ~ a r d ,  a =em-d)e th entry similar to a beach, a wet-sand layground and town is a welcome site an apromisingsign. 

On the residential side, housing starts in the city remained consistentin 
mund;two tennis courts, one asketball court and much more. d t y  - 1996,whilebuilding permits were up nearly lupfcent.  Onef our newer 
Ianager John Weithofer deserves a tremendous -amount. of credlt for secur- -and most upscale residential developments-Pipestone-whlch IS located 
~g the.DOE rant that is makin this new Aquatic Center possible. We are adjxent to the prestigious Pipestone Golf Course, contiiiues.to have a 

erclted b o t ~ t  what this facfiity will mean toour communit~,and we steady rate of construction and is ap roximately 6510 70 percent complete 3 forward to its scheduled ppenlngon Memorial Day weekend 1997:. We expect the final sectionsof pipegtone, ipcluding some prime lots with 
.While our former pool, which served thls city fornearly.60.years, will course frontage, to be purcliasedby the developer in 1997. As we enter the 

t demolished, the remainder of thecommunity Park s.ite.wil1 tentatively final phases of development, I encourage all homebuyersin the-.area to loo 
:-open sometime in 1999 with several enhancements plannedfpr that 10ca- at theopportunities~available at this remier housing:slte. 
on. Our Parks and Recreation Department plans to conduct c~tlzen focus D O W ~ O + ~  kevitalization 
roups in 1997 to help determine what improvements should be made at As I mentioned, downtown revitalization continues to be a major projec 
'ommunity Park. If you.are interestedin artici ating in the process, in Miamisburg. These efforts.ae beirig,led primarily by our citizens 
lease co?tact Parks. andRecreation at 86!-45?P through an,org?nizatio.n calied.t$e :'H~stojic Miamisburg qommunit 

In conjunction with the Aquatic.Centerproject,- a citizens $ u p  also Pqit$ership,?* wlth th~i&~~~di~~d~~iinaiicia1~ass1st~nce.:1n 14b6,th~ 
udied the need for an indoor recreation center in our'city. A ter months of partnership hired an ilide ndeiitcoriS'ultant to provide i market analysis 
:search, the group recommended that city couricil lace on last P and a plan of action for g in town .  The Anal report outlined various 
:ovember's ballot two roperty tax issues !hat wou d provide funding for a aspects of downtown development, but among'lts finalrecommendations 
sw rec center to be buit at the same locatlon as the new pool. Desplte were: 
~dorsements from city council and the Miamisburg Board of Education. Attractin increased retail activity. 
~ t h  those proposals were defeated by voters. While many of the pmpos- The devekopmint of more entertainment and restaurant opportunities. 
:'s sbpporters were disappointed, we all respect the desires of the voters. Better use of the adjacent.river in downtown develo ment. 

Nonetheless, our Parks and Recreation Depnnment remain? one of most This market analysis was reviewed aid ap roved by i k  partnenhi *; 
rive and vibrant operations in bur city organilation. Both h e  quan- Board of Directors and the Miamisbur City eouncil. As the 
quality of recreation rognms offered to residents of all ages con- moves toward implementation of the fan;community supponand individ- 

r#O expand, and the P ~ R  and Rec staff takes a real "cu~tomer ser- ual effort are essential. 1 encoura e alyof our residents to get involved in 
ice1* approach to meeting the needs of residents. These ~rofessionals are this effort by contacting ~ a r t n e r s f i ~  President Terry Hieronymous at 859- 
reparing already.to malung the new Aquatic Center a premier swimming 184 1.  
tc~llty, a centerpiece of our community and a popular addition to the list 01 
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,e director for the partnership to oversee the organization's day-to-day will great1 enhance the appearance of one of the pnmary gateways into 
m t i o n s  and marketing efforts. We expect this to be a very crucialp0~- our city. daving a visually appealing city gives residents pride and presents 
,n, and we look forward to having someone who can devote all their timet a favorable image for visitors. We think this project will help in our on- 
id e f f o ~  to this worthwhile pro'ect. going efforts in that dlrect~on. 
Considerable effort has already been put forth on one special Project [ha{ Our street department continues to provide residents with ~nvaluable ser 

c look at as a centerpiece of our new downtown. The renovation of the ' vices in an efficient manner. Minor roadway malntenance, trash and recy- 
Baum Opera House has been a tremendous success story* led clable collection and snow and ice removal are a few of the basic services 

cilwoman Mady Ransdell, her husband Jim and many, many vol- the street crew provides. 
contributors. While some remodeling work co?tlnues 1, months, the city has ac uired some important new equipment 
c o m p l e ~  enough to have hosted several specla! for this operation including two sm 1 dump trucks com lete with satt 9 

~ents that have been well received and well attended by the community. spreader and plow for snow removal, a sideloading tras I! collection truck, a 
In addition, Baum recently m m ~ n c e d  that it had secured a lenaln mobile aint striper and a hot tar kettle for seallng asphalt. Our experienced 

at will bring the performing to dow?town Miamisburg. crew ohrivers will be out on area roadways this wmter to help make dri- 
,uth, a non-profit community theater, will relocate to Baum beginning in ving safer for motorists. As an exam le of the quality ers nnel we have in 
197 from itS current site in Washington Township Hall On State Route 48. place, two of those skilled dGvers-eike Goingr andFra& Bell- - 

'e consider fhis a significant deve!opment. Bringin the arts downtown advanced to a Southwest Ohlo regional com etit~on last fall that tests the f . perfeet1 Into the recommendations of Our cons? tanf*s repon for !evi- driving proficienc of snow low operators. !m pleased to say our street 
lizatlon. A e  move gjves Miamisburg live enteflalnmsnt that b??g department is staded by cp$ified and dedicated people committedto sew- 
:ople downtown, while providin Playhouse South with a larger fac!llt~ ing our community. At times, the have very strenuous responsibilities, anc 
tr their productions. We expect tiem to begin operations at Baum this they perform those duties selfless~y. ~rnmer, with the first performance tentatively scheduled for September. Growth Opportunities 

Public Safety I'm pleased to say Miamisburg continues to be growth oriented. It is the 
Miamisburg devotes a tremendous amount pf resources and emphasis on philosophy of city council to seek annexation op ortunities in order to 

s ublic safety operation, and we feel the ~ollce. fire and emergency med- expand our munici al boundaries and tax base. rPnnexations, even when 
.Jserviccs provided to residents second.to none instigated by the a8ected property owners and ap roved by a county com- 

Our force under the direction of chief ~om'schenck c u m n t l ~  mission, are often contested in court by the townsRip losing property. 
nployees 36 full-time officers and six full-time c~mmunication officers. These can be very costly and time-consumin cases that only prolong die 
wo recent retirements have created openings on our force, and we inevitable outcome. However, in recent mon s Miamisburg and Miami 

ect to fill those positions soon with enq-level o f g e n .  Thesehinnf$ Township have shown a new spirit of cooperation that has successfully 
increase Our force to the ?uthori~ed maximum 38. We Were please to resolved three separate annexation issues oubide the cou*oom. 

nnounce last fall that Detective Ron Hess was romoted to the rank of I applaud John Weithofer and Miami Township Ad.ministrator Dave 
:r eant, replacing one of those retirees. Bob dnaghan .  Anderson for workin together on what we feel is a win-win situation for 

bu r  cornmunit policing efforts continue to receive high marks both communities an% the affected p ~ p e r t  owners. The first of these land 
:sidentr Steve FEckinger works extensively with Miamisburg Schools mark cases involved over 410 acres. h e  Byers Roamedlar  .rRcad area 
nd our Youn people as the department's DARE while that was annexed into Miamisburg in September. In exchange for the town- xves a? a fufl-tlme COmmunltY relations officer res~Onslble for public ship agreelng not to contest the case, our sit agreed to partially com en 
~fomation, Neighborhood Watch and business relations. Officer Beran sate the township for lost tax revenue over $e next nine years. And tien; ISO coordinated the popular National Ni ht Out festivities held in Libr? a just last month, the two communities took cooperative action on two addi- 
.ark in August. That event this year was field on an evening when we ha tional pending cases. The final result of that agreement was that :gularly scheduled city council meeting, so council decjded to move the 
~eeting outdoors preceding the activities. It was a beaut~ful night and a Miamisbur annexed the &owe's home im rovement store near the 
reat time for everyone involved. Dayton Mall effective Jan. 3; 1997, but agree$ to drop an appeal of another 

fire department under the leadershi of Chief Bob Bobbitt includes annexation case that includ& 43 acres along B~~~~~ and L~~~ roads.  hi^ 
time firefighters, who are alro cefiiged ar?medics: Besides lhe. cooperation is a positive sign and a foundahon for a mutually beneficial 
ncY Services this group rovldes. oneo~he l rmos t  im Onant mls- relationship between Miam~sburg and Miami Township in the future. 

ublic education. FireGhter Mike Adcock spearheaA our educa- Strategic Plan 
~onal eiorts, and I'm pleased to say that under his guidance our staff One of the ma'or points of emphasis for city council and city staff in 
xcels in this area. For exam 1s. a trainin video ~roducedjointl~ b~. the  1997 will be the development of a formal Strategic Plan for @amisburg. 
)epament and the Miami qalley cable council recently won a regional Worhn wrth a consulting group, this monumental project will take 
.ward in the instructional category. The subject of the video was tremencfous time and effort and involve many, many people, but we.feel it 
Accounting for Firefi hters on the Scene of a Fire." Another training is important to plot out future of our community and set a direction and 
ride0 O? the dangers of drinking and driving is nearly com leted and will vision that we will all work toward. This rocerr is just now in its infancy, 

used ln P r e s e n ~ ~ o n s  to Young Pea leln our schools youth but I encourage residents to watch for up&tes throughout the year m our 
PUPS. The fire de amen1 has an e Acation trailer it uses at community newsletter, on government access cable television and here in 
wen&, and in 1998it .received, thmu h dona!ions from several area busi- n, Miamisburgl'West Camollton ~ ~ ~ s .  
lesses, a new truck with which to pub thc trailer. I'm told that, together. Citizen Involvement 
his truck and trader set-up 1s unmatched in the State of Ohlo. The on-going revitalization efforts in downtown and the recent recre- 

Amon other-fire department news from the ear ation center issue are not the on1 citizen-based initiatives in Mi.amisburg. 
htea conducted a "Make the Righ! Al'*'CamPaign in which As a lifelong resldentpf Miamisgurg, it gives me reat satisfact~on to see 

hey distri%uted nine brochures door-to-door in our comm?n~ty. our citizens lnvolved in numerous projects for the%etterment of 9u.r com- 
The department was recently desi nated by the Amencan Heart B munity. In fact, rnore than many cities, Miamisburg encourages citlzen 

\ssociation as an approved provider o CPR traininf.. . input into the decision-malung process, and many of our residents have 
It has worked in conjunction with the city's bul din Inspection staff to responded b taking a very active role in our local ovemment. BY work- 

levelop alternative fire code compliance for downtown %usinesses. ing hand-m- h ?nd wlth elected officials and eit staff, our res~dents can tak 
Road Improvgments and Maintenance real responsiblhty for the on-goin growth andirnpr9vement of our clty. 

Improvements to our city's infrastructure continued to be a prio"~ in From $e reux pf the yound facihty to solid waste issues.to groundwpter 
1996. Alex Road underwent extensive improvements from State Route 725 protection pol~cies, the im ortant matters that profoundly impact our lives 
0 Lyons Road. m e  roadway was widened to four lanes with new curbs* ?re bein examined and aR!ctec~ by informed residents. qng that's. the way 
ytters, storm sewers and sidewalks installed. Richard Street experienced 11 shoul f be, because Miamlsburg is your city and the policies of city coun 
irmilar improvements th~s  year from Main to Eleventh Street. As we antici- ,il should *fleet your wants and needs. 
late the openin of our new A uatic Center, roadwa improvements con- 

k 

f 2 Moving Forward 
jnue being ma e in and aroun the Maue and ~ e i n c g  Road intersection to I reflect back on the many successes in our communit in 1996, i t  
acilitate increased traffic flow in that area next summer. Phase Two of that occu, to me hat  many of our citizens can not only take priJe in these sue- 
>reject is undeway, and the section nearestthe Pool site is ex ected to be cesses but also can share a real sense of accom lishment. When I look at 
mmnplete by opefiing day. including the addition of a-new ua&c light at the our city, I see a community reaching new heigfts in almost every way wrtC 
ntersectlon. a progressive vision for the future, a civic-minded citizen base and expand The State of Ohio contributed significant funding for lhree lhese ing resldentlal and commercial development. In spite of the decllnlng work )roJects and also began much-needed improvements to State 725 force at Mound in the 1990s, our income tax revenue has generally 
hat will continue through July 1997. Work is taking place in phases all the remained steady and even shown a moderate increase because ofour 

om Lawrence Avenue in Miamisbur to Normandy Lane in expanding income tax base. 
ille. Not only will the damaged roa%wa be repaired, but also lanes 

added for safety reasons at the ~ e i n c l e  Road intersection. the 
1 intersection and to the northbound ex.it ramp from Interstate 75. 

Meanwh~le, a federal grant is providin funding for a roadway beaut~fi- 
:ation project currently underway a long35.  This landscaping work. whlch 

e 



Beginning m sixth year as mayor, I am as roud toda to serve 
Mi?misbur* as [was on Jan. 1, 1992. when I ;st took o & c e  I have tried 
to live my fife in a manner reflected by George Bernard Shaw when he i 

.said: - 
- 

"I am of the opinion that m life belongs to the community, and as long , 

as I live, it is my privilege to db for it whatever 1 can. " 
know ou join me in looking ahead with great antici ation at the chal- i 
es we face in 1997.1 also @ow that, together, we wiyl successfully : 

those challenges and continue on our path-and across the bridge-to, 
a bright and prosperous future. 
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buke reuse 
. . 

By  att thew L. Wald 
NEWYORKTIMES . . . 

. . 

WASHINGTON - Nuclear 
,fleapon scientists say that pluto- 
nium the Energy Department 
wants to take out of surplus 
bombs and turn into fuel in civil- 
ian reactors contains an element 
that will not only interfere with 
the conversion but will also 
cause chemical problems after 
t r~e  fuel is used. 

The element, gallium, can be 
removed from the plutonium 
through a chemical process the 
Energy Department uses, but this 
generates large quantities of 
wastewater contaminated with 
radioactive materials. 

A cleaner removal process has 
been tested successfully on a 
small scale, but it will take more 
work to develop the process so it 
can be used on the tons of mate- 
rial that would be needed, 
experts said. Such a process 
could take years to develop and 
engineers would still have to 
decide how much residual gal- 
lium would be tolerable in reac- 
tor fuel. 

Two scientists at the Los Ala- 
rhos National Laboratory in New 
Mexico, in a paper to be pub- 
lished this week, say that the gal- 
lium will have to be removed if 
the Energy Department wants to 
convert the plutonium in reac- 
lors. Another option, the depart- 
ment said, is to mix the pluto- 
nium with highly radioactive 
-waste and embed both in steel 
canisters filled with glass. 
. The scientists' paper will 
appear in Science for Democratic . 
Action, the newsletter of the 
Institute for Energy and Environ- 
mental Research. 
: It is not clear how pressing a 
problem the gallium issue is 
+ecause disposing of plutonium 
i n  reactors is not expected to 
begin for several years 
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TI-IE MIAMISBURG/WEST CARROLLTON NEVJS 

January 29,1997 . 

MOUND PLANT 
POTENTIAL RELEASE 

.SITE PACKAGE ~ .- 

Notice of Public ~ e - v i s e r i o d  

PRS 244: Soil Contamination - B Building 
PRS 273: Soil Contamination - Area 12 (SM/IPP Hillside) 
PRS 309: Soil Contamination - Radiological Survey Site Location SO307 
PRS 315/316/319: Waste Transportation Vehicles, Trash Dumpsters, 

Epoxy Resin Waste Storage Site - Building 49 
PRS 332: Waste Oil Tank - Building G (used engine oil) 
PRS 338: Septic Tank - Building 29 
PRS 400: Soil Contamination 
PRS 401: Soil Contamination 
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&-L'T'cs 

Pena defends 
Energy to panel - 

B Senate confirms family, White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry said. 

William Daley as head of ~ ~ t h  the  commerce and 
Commerce Department. Energy departments have been 

under attack from congressional 
By H. Josef Hebert Republicans who either want to 
ASSOCIATED PRESS reduce their influence or - in 

the case of Energy - eliminate 

dent Clinton's 

day despite 
criticism of the administration's 

. . approach to nuclear waste stor- 
age. 

As Pena, the former transpor- 
tation secretary, gatliered bipar- 
tisan support in the Senate 
Energy Committee, the full Sen- 
ate by a 95-2 vote confirmed 
Chicago attorney William ,M. 
Daley to head the Commerce 
Department. 

Daley was sworn in Thursday 
by Vice President A1 Gore in a 
ceremony attended only by his 

the department.-- 
The Senate committee is 

expected to vote on Pena's nomi- 
nation soon, and approval by the 
full Senate is expected. 

As Pena prepared to testify 
before the panel, Sen. Frank 
Murkowski, R-Alaska, told him 
that, if confirmed, he would be 
heading an  agency "that has 
fallen on hard times. It is under 
assault from all directions." 

Defending the department, 
Pena said that it was essential to 
have energy interests repre- 
sented in the Cabinet and called 
the department's continued 
maintenance of the nation's 
nuclear stockpile "a vitally 
important national security 
responsibility." 

Panel members praised Pena. 
While he admittedly had little 
experience in energy matters, 
they said he had shown his man- 
agement abilities while heading 
the Transportation Department 
during Clinton's first four years. 
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INDUSTRY 

wocess to clean Ukraine's 
radioactive,.mik 
Par t ic les  gather cesium - ' 

.from milk without harming the 
nutrients in it. . . 

By Jim Babcock 
OAYTON DAILY NEWS 

An Atlanta, Ga., company called 
Selentec is preparing to connect the Day- 
ton area into a milk decontamination 
project in the Ukraine. 

Under a cooperative agreement with 
the U.S. Agency for International Devel- 
opment, Selentec and Ukrainian scien- 
tists are undertaking a demonstration 
that uses a unique Selentec system to 
treat milk still being contaminated by 
lingering fallout of radioactive cesium 
from the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear power 
plant accident. 

The Dayton area enters the picture as 
Selentec's choice of location for a plant 
that will produce the essential compo- 

f the treatment process. 
rough looking at a lot of communi- n@ 

ties, we ended up here based on real 
estate costs; Ohio's regulatory climate in 
terms of helping us set UD our business - - 
to'make sure we are 
complying with reg- 
.daJions, and other 
cost factors like 
DP&L being very 
helpful in providing 
eliergy saving assis- 
tance," Charles- S. 
Friedman, Dayton 
area project manag- 
er, said in-announc- 
ing Selentec's inten- 
tion to locgte here. chades Friedman 

He said a s'ite in . 

Vandalia is the leading candidate for the 
plant-location. He said Selentec (an acro- 
nym for Selective Environmental Tech-'. 
nologies Inc.) will invest about $5 mil- 
-lion in bringing a 26,000-square-foot . 
plant to the startup stage by the end of 
the year. Operation will begin with 
seven employees, and the count is 
expected to reach 30 to 35 employees 
within three to five years. 

will'produce a patented, 
er-like product called MAG*SEP . 

Friedman, who will become plant gen. 
era1 manger, said treatment systems 
using the particles can cleanse milk of 
harmful radionuclides like cesium with. 
out also removinc the nutrients. 

Friedman explained that a MAG*SEP 
particle is like a tiny baseball, consisting ' 
of a small magnetite core wrapped first 
in protective coating, then in an outer 
coating of material selected for its abil- 
ity to adsorb a targeted radionuclide, 
hazardous heavy metal or nitrate onto 
its surface. 

"In the case of cesium, the final coat- 
lng attracts the cesium due to size," 
Friedman said. "It's like a finger trap: 
the cesium goes on and can't get back off 
. . . Then, once it's stuck, we can remove 
this 'baseball' with a magnet." 

The process, developed for groundwa- 
ter and factory effluent cleanup, works 
as follows: 
b A contaminated liquid is circulated 

through a tank injected with MAG*SEP 
particles, which collect the target con- 
taminant on their adsorber coatings. 
b The particles are recovered by mag- 

netic filtration, leaving the cleansed 
stream to be sent on to its intended use. 
b The recovered MAG*SEP particles 

are either regenerated for reuse or dis- 
posed of in a stabilized matrix medium 
such as molded glass. 

A related system, ACT*DE*CON, is 
about to be used in a demonstration 
project at the U.S. Department of Energy 
Mound Facility iri' Miamisburg. 

Friedman said ACT*DE*CON, a solu- 
tion that dissolves selected radionu- 
clides and heavy metals from soils and 
other noniiquid materials, won't be 
made here. But DOE interest in the pro- 
cess made Selentec aware of the Dayton 
area. 

The Mound demonstration will feature 
a pilot scale system that will test capabil- 
ities of treating four soil types. 

"This is kind of a big test for us," said 
Friedman, a former Mound Facility 
environmental manager who retired in 
1995. 

Likewise, the Ukraine project will be 
an important demonstration in its case , . 
testing whether the MAG*S~P process. 

. can remove cesium from 100 gallons of 
milk per minute. . . . 

Friedman said the treatment system. 
will be fabricated in the Ukraine, and 
Ukrainians will be trained to operate it. 
But the Selentec plant here.will supply:. 
the MAG*SEP particles. The plant also: 
will supply particles to other large-scale 
projects, and provide project manage- . , 

ment during demonstration stages. 
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TECHNOLOGY 

Nbunds of businesses popping up at 
center 
b, The specialized 
companies complement 
each other-and hope 
to fi1l.a high-tech niche. 

. .  . 

By Timothy. R..Gaffney 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

. . 

Dan Foose spent 15 years at 
the Mound nuclear weapons 
Dlant as a scientific Sherlock. 
Holmes. Using high-tech 
instruments instead of a mag- 
nifying glass, he searched for 
clues to quality-control prob- 
lems'in the production of 
auclew weapons components. 

Now he's using the same 
skills and instruments to 
solve mygteries for comrner- 
cia1 m m ~ a c t u r e r s  - everv- 

om appliance plugs-to 3&: >, 

''Ve're able to get to the 
root cause (of problems) . . . 
usually in a few days or a 
week," says Foose, president 
of the National Discovery Cen- 
ter Inc. 

The discovery center is one 
of 30 new businesses that have 
sprung up at Mound since the 
Department of Energy began 
phasing out its weapons work 
there in 1994.'Federal, state 
and local officials have 
worked with the DOE to help 
convert Mound's defense 
work to private enterprise. 
The businesses account for 
about 225 private-sector jobs 
on the site. 

The conversion of Mound 
has been a struggle, and busi- 
nesses there have had some 
setbacks. But the outlandish 
notion of tuning a nuclear 
weapons plant into a business 
park is showing signs of suc- 
cess. & of the entrepreneurs 
ar ing from Mound itself, 
looking for ways to use their 
talents as their DOE work 
dries up. Some work part time 
for private businesses while 

Dan Foose is president of the National Discovery Center Inc., one of 30 new businesses that 
have sprung up at Mound since the Department of Energy began phasing out its weapons work 
there in 1994. 

continuing to work in their . 

regular jobs for the plant oper- 
ator, EG&G Mound Applied 
Technologies Inc. 

The National Discovery 
Center is an example. Foose 
and about a dozen other cur- 
rent and former Mound scien- 
tists have turned their sur- 
face-analysis expertise into a 
business that's attracted cus- 
tomers from the automotive, 
appliance, tool and electronic 
device industries. Foose says 
they can examine surfaces 

.. one layer of atoms at a time. 
Surrounded by fancy equip- 

.merit, Foose holds up a small 
electrical plug with nickel- 
plated steel pins. It was made 
for an appliance product; 
Foose declines to identify the 
product or its maker, then 
explains why. 

"This was a case where the 
~ n a n ~ ~ a c t u r e r  lost a $1 million 
ortler. because the nickel plat- 

ing was coming off the steel 
pins ahd the manufacturer 
could not explain to the cus- 
tomer why it was happening," 
he says. "Within two days, I 
was able to show them that 
they were not plating nickel 
onto steel but onto silicate." 
The silicate was getting on the 
steel during a treatment 
process, he says. 

The National Discovery 
Center and the other Mound 

SEE MOUND/8B 



MOUND: Change going well 
I CONTINUED FROM 78 

inpanies are tenants of what's 
called the Mounrl Advanced 

~ e c h n o l o ~ ~  Center. It's run b$ 
the MiamisSurg Moulld Comm!l- 
nity Improvement Corp.. which 
the city o f  Miamisburg created as 
an economic-developmeiit arm. 

Michael J. Grau\velman, presi- 
dent of MMCIC, says the organi- 

i zation has started marketing 
/ Mound as a center that offers a 
i variety of complementary tech- ' nologies; It's anitural result of I the way Mound operated -its 

scientists coveredthe entire 
spectrum of manufacturing, from 
research to design ancl produc- 
tion. But the upshot is that manu- 
facturers can find problem- 
solving resources for almost any 
part of the product cycle. 

Mound Metrology Inc., for 
example, can cater to the same 
manufacturers that go totlle Dis- 
covery Center for troubleshoot- 
ing. 

Mound ~ e t r o l o ~ y  offers pre- 
cise measurement across a wide 

. range of properties, from .mass 
and physical dimensions to elec- 

'cal properties. Some manufac- 
rers need to prove that their a! 

products meet exacting quality 
standards, and Mound . 
Metrology's levels of measure: 
ment meet those set by the 
National Institute of Standards 
and Technology, according to 
'company president Warner 
Gooden. 

The complementary nature of 
Mound businesses is something 
MMCIC has focused on. New 
marketing brochures use the slo- 
gan "total solutions" in describ- 
ing the.advanced technology.cen- 
ter. "When we market the site, 

. .  - 

we're also marketing these busi- 
nesses," Grauwelman said. 

The DOE still owns Mound and 
continues to have some missions 
there. For example, its tritium 
facility is still unloading tritium 
containers from nuclear war- 
heads as part of America's 
nuclear arms reduction program. 
And it still has the Radioisotopic 
Thermoelectric Generator (RTG) 
program, which assembles and 
tests plutonium-fueled genera- 
tors for deep-space probes. 

But the DOE is mostly shutting 
down programs and cleaning up 
contarnination at the 306-acre site 
that overlooks Miamisburg. 
EG&G Mound is working under a 
contract extension; the DOE is in 
the process of naming a replace- 
ment contractor, which will 
focus on cleaning up the site and 
helping i t  switch over to private 
enterprise. 

Not everything has gone 
according to plan, however. A 
year ago, Mound Flexible Cir- 
cuits Corp. held a news confer- 
ence to announce its arrival at 
Mound and plans to employ 125 
people within 12 months. The 
company said i t  would use for- 
merly secret facilities to turn out 
lightweight, flexible circuit 
boards for laptop computers, cel- 
lular telephones and other prod- 
ucts. 

Instead, emplcyment there is 
stalled at around 35 people, Grau- 
welnlan said. He explained that 
the company's production plans 
have been held up by delays in 
getting its circuit boards certi- 
fied for certain uses, but added, 
"I just see that as a temporary 
setback." 

Richard McConnell, president 
and chief executive of Mound 

Flexible Circuits, could not be 
reached for comment. 

Of course, any new business 
venture is fraught with risk. Carl 
J. Kershner, research director of. 
Mounc: Laser and Photonics Cen- . 
ter Inc., adinits some of the fledg-. 
l ing company's three full-time -. - .  - .  

and four part-time employees had' 
some qualms about leaping into . a.. . .  
new business 18 months ago. ' 

"Some of us had anxieties," he.,.. 
admitted, adding, ''Some of us :: ..: 
were very optimistic." . . ,  . .. 

Kershner was one. He had .;':. 

retired from EG&G Mound 10 . 
years earlier and was building a :(; 
small instrument manufacturing:: 
business of his own. But he sold:':; 
it when he saw the potential of., . .  
the laser and photonics center. 

The company offers a wide . , 

range of high-tech services, from 
high-speedphotography tolaser 
welding and drilling. Business 
has come from the automotive, 
aerospace and printing indus- - - 

tries, Kecshner said. For exam- 
ple, General Motors Corp.. has 
used the company's high-speed 
photography service to study air- 
bag inflation. 

Meanwhile, more Mound scien 
tists- are testing the entrepre- 
neurial waters. Mound employee" 
David. Farsich has rented lab ' . 

space for his fledgling company, 
Inorganic Specialists In:. 

He's pursuing a new technol- 
ogy for supercapacitors that 
could help power cell phones, 

' electric cars.and other products: ' 
He's looking for federalsmall- .. 
business grants to help him start 
product development. s . ;  - 

"What I've-got i sa  hot techno1:'- 
ogy that's awaiting a prototype!,: 
hesays. 



Dayton Daily News 
Dayton, OH 
(S=230,000, D=180,000) 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5,1997 

%iamisburg.calls on citizens 
:to help plan city's future - - 

i: By Cathy Mong 
.. DAYTON DAILY NEWS . . 
. Miamisburg city administra- 

tors, elected officials and 
employees will be joined in the 
coming months.by citizens who 
want to develop a plan for the 
city's future. 

.. The first such citizen'meet- 
ing will be from 6:30 to 9 p.m. 
Feb. 27 at a location yet to be 
determined. Two more meet- 

: ings with.residents will be , 

:. scheduled through August; 
; when.the planning process will 

. ; : conclude. 
1' The comprehensive process : 
-- is designed to set the course of 

decision-making for the next - 

steering 

committee has been formed to 
oversee the project. The com- 
mittee is made up of City Man- 
ger John K. Weithofer, Assis- 
tant City Manager Dave 
Collinsworth, Parks and Recre- 
ation Director Becky Benna; 
council members Dave Wood, 
Mady Ransdell and Paul Guts- 
hall; and citizen representa- 
tives Ron Testa, Scott Hewitt, 
Fred Hoppel and Jean Gaffney. 

Miamisburg City Council 
identified eight issues it 
believes are vital to the city's 
long-term growth and success, 
Weithofel: said..They are: 

b Revitalization of down- 
town 

b Conversion of the Mound 
site to commercial use 

6 Quality of life 
b Citizen 

ownership/involvement 
b Budget capacity ' - 

b Economic development 
. . b Image - b Intergovernmental affairs 

Assisting the city with strate- 
gic planning is the consulting 
firm of Burns, Bertsch & Har- 
ris. Dale Bertsch, former direc- 
tor of the Miami Valley 
Regional Planning Commis- 
sion; and former Dayton City 
Manager Jim Kunde, also are 
helping. 

Weithofer said he welcomes 
residents' input throughout the 
process, including printed and 
telephone surveys yet to be 
developed. 
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DEFENSE PLANNING 
. . .  

Clinton to propose $265.3 billion budget --. -+% 
- 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Presi- 
dent Clinton, reversing earlier 
defense planning,,will.propose 
today a $265.3 billion defense bud- 
get for next year, eliminatinga 
dip in Pentagon spending;. 

The plan covers defense-spend- 
ing for fiscal-1998, which begins 
next 0ct.l. Last year, Clinton 
projected that he would request 
-$258.8 billion for fiscal 1998. 
Thus; the proposal he plans to 
present to lawmakers represents 

.. . 

a.$6.5 billion increase obir ear- 
lier projection. . . 

Compai-ed with this year's. 
defense budget of $264.7 billion, 
the Clinton proposal represents 
only a slight 'increaseand might . ; 
not cover the eEects, of,inflation; 
Still, it .appears to reflect 'an 
effort to avoid the annual-barrage 
of Republican criticis~'that the 
administration is underfunding 
defense. It also.might reflect the .. 

influence of the new defense sec- 

- - -  
d ag - * .. 

rdary, former Republican s e s j  
William Cohen. ... !Q 

- Much of the increase in thei':: 
administration's own plan wo. 9 
go to defense portions of the .- . 
Department of Energy, which-,? 
manages the nation's nu'clear:<$ 
weapons stockpile. Of the $6.8q9 
billion Clinton added to his o*: 
projected defense plan for ne*..~ 
year, $3.9 billion; or nearly t*+ 
thirds, goes to, the Energy . ?& 
Department accounts. J 
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MOUND ,PLANT 
4:' 

Budget .- - 

. - .  

slated* 
.~edera l  funding for cleanup of 

the Mound Plant in Miamisburg 
would contique under President 
Clinton's proposed budget, keep- . .. 

Yng the effort on track for 2005. 
;:.,About $100 million is slated for 
the Mound, officials said. 

Most of that money is for clean- 
ing up nuclear and chemical con- 
tamination at.the Department of 
Energy's former weapons compo- 
nent plant. The agency plans to 
vacate the site by 2005, except for 

.work on nuclear generators in . 
'stipport of NASA space'explora- 
: fion programs. 
, "The bottom line is the 1998 
.budget is a successful budget," 
,;said Peter Greenwalt, chief finan- 
c@l officer for theDepartment of 
Energy's .Ohio field office. ' :  

;- :Plans call for converting the 
.3d5-acre site into a high-tech 
industrial park. Thirty-two busi- 
nesses already lease 175,000 
square feet at the Mound from 
the Department of Energy. 
"':"In the budget-cutting environ- 
ment we're in today, I'm not s,we 
we could expect anything more. 
than lexel funding which we 

;seceived today," said Mike Grau- 
. ..*elman, president of the Miamis- 

' b k g  Mound Community , 

Improvement Corp., a nonprofit 
-6rganization founded in 1994 to 
redevelop the site. . . 

-Laura A. Bischoff, Dayton Daily 
News 



- 

Cincinnati, O H  
I 

i 
(s = 341,046, D = 197,590) i 

. . . - 

i 

BY TIM BONFIELD - - -- 

The Cincinnati Enquirer i 
The radiation dose absorbed -i 

by people living near Fernal'd i 
may hive  been four to six times 1 
lower t h a n  previously .estimat- i 
ed, according to a'review to be . I  
released today: . . , 

That means the lung cancer 1 
risk linked to the now-closed. ; 
uranium processing plant about : 

15 miles northwestof Cincinnati 1 
also may have beerl overstated.' i 

That  Fernald caused some 
level of lung c a x e r  risk first 
was revealed in August in a 
groundbreaking dose recon- 
struction study conducted by 
Radiological Assessments Corp. 
(RAC) on behalf of the federal 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). 

Fernald: Rev 

The review was conducted I 

by a 14-member National Re- 
search Council (NRC) commit- 
tee that included several of the ' 
nation's top  exper t s  on the  
health effects of radiation. 

The committee disputed how; 
RAC estimated the amount of 
radon gas emitted by waste 
stored in Fernald's deteriorat- 
ing K-65 silos. T h e  issue is 
important because radon gas - 
not uranium - was cited as the 
largest health risk. 

"In the  opinion of the com- 
mittee, the RAC approach has 

resulted in an .overestimation of i 
doses to people from exposure i 
to  radon," the NRC -committee. l .. 

'!wrote; ."The committee is. con- :i 
cerned that RAC's.-overestima- \ 
tion of doses received by the i 
population from radon, although i 
prudent, might produce some i 
undeserved'apprehension tip the i 

( P l e a s e s e e  FERNALD,. j 
. . : Page -A3) 

. .  - . .  . 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1 

part of some citizens and should be 
carefully presented." 

Overall, the committee estimat- 
ed that the health risks were over-' 
stated. I t  also said'RAC should do 
more to factor smoking into esti- 
mates of lung cancer risk. 

RAC President Johil Till did not 
return phone calls about the new 
report. But CDC officials said the 
differing opinions may complicate 
decisions about what to do next. 

The CDC has been studyingt 
whether to spend several million 
dollars on an epidemiological study 
to  determine whether  Fernald 
neighbors actually suffered a 
higher-than-average cancer rate. 

"I can't tell you what -implica- 
tions (the review) will have," said 
CDC spokesman Steve Adams. 
"Whe ever you have peer review, 
the* n expectation that there's 
goi be differences of opinion. 
At this point we aren't looking a t  
either report as right or wrong." 

The original study lo'oked a t  a 
6.2-mile radius surrounding Fer- 
nald. Researchers for that study 

view disputes level of cancer risks 
used plant production records, , 
emiss ion  m e a s u r e m e n t s  and , 
weather trends to create a highly I 

detailed computer model of radio- 
active pollution from Fernald. 

The radiation dose and cancer 
risks were laid out in nine hypo- 
thetical scenarios based on how 
long people lived near the plant 
and how close. All the scenarios 
were based on years when the- 
plant was in operation. Federal 
off~cials say the  closed plant now 
poses no significant human health a 

risks. 
In the worst-casd scenario cited 

by the RAC study - a 50-year-old 
woman who lived for 38 years on a 
farm just downwind of Fernald - 
the lifetime odds of developing 
lung cancer would be 23  percent, 
compared with a average national 
risk of 20 percent. 

T h e  risks drop dramatically for 
people who lived farther away or 
for shorter periods. But a higher- 
than-average cancer risk was cited 
for all nine scenarios. 

If the National Research Council 
criticisms of the original study are 
correct, how many of those scenar- 
ios face an increased cancer risk is 

opei. to question. . . 

. . 

- But .-Mr.' Adams said he does 'not 
expect: the CDC to conclude that 
Fernald posed no health risks a t .  
all. 

"While we. may -all disagree .on 
the precise:dose estimate, in a n y .  
case, the CDC believes there was 
an increase in risk," Mr. Adams 
said. 

. . 

The full text of the. committee 
review comes out today. The re-  
port is.expected to  be discussed in 

i detail. by: the Fernald Health Ef- 
fects Subcommittee, which meets 
Wednesday and Thursday in Iiarri- 
son. 
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DOE. starts up new pump-and-treat 
-s y s-tem for , M . Q - ~  . clean up effort . 

The Ohio Field Office of the U.S. Department affect human health. 
of Energy has started a new pump-anditieat sys- To prevent the further spread of the chemicals 
tem next week at its Miamisburg Mound Plant. into the aquifer, contaminated water will be 

The system will clean up contaminated ground- pumped to the surface and treated to remove the 
water in a former waste disposal area which cov- contaminants. 
ers four acres in the southwestern portion of the The start of the groundwater remediation pro- 
developed plant area. Tests have shown that vati- gram is an especially noteworthy achievement for 
ous solvents and degreasers, known collectively as Mound, according to DOE officials. This project 
volatile organic organic compounds (VOCs), are completes the clean up under a Record of 
leaching into the soil and groundwater below, Decision under the Superfund law. The Mound 
reaching a small portion of the Buried Valley.. Plant was placed on the U.S. Environmental 
Aquifer. The aquifer is a source of drinking water Protection Agency's National Priorities 
for the area, including Miamisburg and the Mound (Superfund) list in 1989 due to potential contami- 
Plant. Long term exposure to low concentration of nation in the groundwater resulting from past plant 
VOCs, which do not dissolve easily in water, can operations. 
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There was a ribbon cutting for the pumrn; and ~reatment-~jlstem Operable Unit One Tuesday afternoon at the Mound plant in Miamisburg. 
Project manager Ken Hacker (right) explains the stripper to Velma Schearer, staff minister for Neighbors in Need. 

MIAMISBURG MOUND PLANT 

System to clean water 
The $500,000 method 

uses 'air-stripping' to 
clean contaminated 
groundwater. 

By Dale Dernpsey 
DAYlON DAILY NEWS 

epartment of Energy 
a new, $500,000 pump and 

designed to clean up contami- 
nated groundwater from a former 
waste disposal area at the Mound 
plant in Miamisburg. 

The contaminants, various sol- 
vents and degreasers known as 
volatile organic compounds 
(VOC), were leaching into the 
soiland a portion of the aquifer 
that is a source of drinking water 
for Miamisburg. Long-term expo- 
sure to low concentrations of 
VOCs can affect human health. 

The system is part of an agree- 

ment reached in 1994 with the 
U.S. Env&onmental Protection 
Agency for remedial action. The 
Mound plant was placed on the 
agency's National Priorities List 
(Superfund) in 1989. 

The pump system will use 'air- 
stripping' to clean the groundwa- 
ter, removing the VOCs before 
returning the water to the aqui- 
fer. The system treats 
140,000-150,000,gallons a day. DOE 
officials said the pump will oper- 
ate continuously for a number of 

- .  .. . . . .  
years until the pollution is '1: I 
removed. Treated water is tested 
at the Mound and a t  independeht 

, laboratories to ensure the chemi- 
cals have been removed. : 

The contaminants originated 
in the southwestern part of the: 
plant, the site of a closed landfill 
and a former waste disposal:; : 
building. .. . .. 

The project completes the I i 
cleanup mandated under the : .. - 
Superfund law. 
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: -. T~$SNP;S.A .illustration shows. the Cassini spacecraft, which l. 
is';sched.@ea t6 belaunched'in October and reachSaturn in .;' . -:. 2004'&fia&i . . 

. _. . . . . . . .  sbwg's Mo:mdPlant assembles the plutonium- . -  . :- 
fue!ed:generators that will provide electrical power for the mis-.. '.' . . .  I., .. ,:;: . . .  . . . .  . . . . . .  . . .  s~n.:~?;;;:~:::. . . . .  

. . .  -,'..~leas~e;~s.~;full ... . .  .:.. story; . . .  78. . . .  .-, . : , . .  . . . . 

The ~ a s s i n i  probe to the outer planets uses a plutonium:driven energycell' because. the sun's light out there is too 
weak for solar collectors .that routinely prqvide .electcicity.fpr~.~arth.'s.,~rbiters..~ . . . . . . 



Little pack of power 
By Timothy' R. Gaffney .. 

OAYTON DAILY NEWS - .. 

While the Galileo spacecraft orbit- 
ing Jupiter sends back one surpris- 
ing picture after another, scientists 
and technicians at the Mound Plant 
in Miamisburg are helping the space 
agency prepare the sequel. 

Two managers from NASA and the 
~ e t  Propulsion Laboratory in Pasa- 
dena; Calif;) which manages NASA's 
deep-space missions, visited Mound 
on Wednesday as part of a quarterly 
review of Mound's work on the 
Cassini mission to Saturn. It's sched- 
uled to be launched in October and 
reach Saturn in 2004. 

Mound assembles and monitors 
the plutonium-fuel, J radioisotopic 
thermoelectric generators, called 

which provide electrical 
wer for all spacecraft missions to 

solar, systeh, including 

Galileo'and Cassini. 
The.visit came on the eve of 

Galileo's closest approach yet to 
Europa,a moon of Jupiter that some 

I some scientists suspect might be 
capabl'e of supporting life. Recent 
Galileo findings indicate that liquid 
water sloshes beneath Europa's icy 

, surface - possibly warmed above 
freezing by tidal forces from giant 

Jupiter's gravity. 
The latest pass may provide fresh 

clues. Galileo is to pass within 360 
miles of Europa just after noon today 
The jet propulsion lab computers 
should have th first pictures pro- 
cessed on Mon 2 ay. 

Ronald Draper, the lab's deputy 
program manager for Cassini, called 
Mound's contribution to the outer- 
planet missions "absolutely essen- 
tial" because the RTGs provide the 
power that make them work. 

NASA uses RTGs on years-long 
missions beyond Mars because the 
sun's energy is too weak there for 
solar cells to work efficiently, and 
batteries are too heavy and short- 
lived. 

The RTGs have made some mis- 
sions legendary. Pioneer 10, the first 
spacecraft to pass Jupiter, will t h .  
25 in March and still sends back a 
radio signal from beyond the edge of 
the solar system. 

: ' ARTIST'S CONCEPTION/NASA 

Cassini should reach Saturn in 2004. 
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JUST SAY 'KNOW' . . . . . . . . 

Centerville High student Kevin ~ o l l e r  ponders a question Saturday during the seventh annual 
Miami Valley Regional Science Bowl at  the University of Dayton's Kennedy Union. Story, 26. 

I- - - .  . . :Ready? A car is moving along a losing to Harrison, a team from 

OIGP SCHOOL straight, horizontal road at a Farmington Hills, Mich. The'loss 
a t  . 

-, . . sfleed of 20 metersper second. The the loserS' 
bfakes are applied and a colistant bracket, where still had a .  

. . 
, . f<rce of 5,000 newtons decelerates shot at e,$ the car to a stop in 20 seconds. : Koller, who'described himself 

IYIzat is the mass of the car in as the team's "all-around quick 
kilograms? buzzer finger," wrapped up his 

: You've got 10 seconds. (-411- enrire Science Bowl experience 
swer: 2,500j in one word: "Exhilarating." 

: All day Saturday, high school Koller's team 1ost.in thenext 
. . students answered question after round to'the Beavercreek team, a 

q~lestion in the Miami Valley surprise entrant-in the losers' 
Regional Science  owl a t  the Uni- bracket after winning the Bowl 
versity of Dayton's Kennedy in five of the:last six years. 

r ' .  , - -  . . union. Five-person teams partici- i In the final round, Harrison . , -  bated ill tile double.elinlination . I+UI~ tup against Fairborn's 'A' 
)i ahio and Michigan I.nurnament. The winning team team, whidl calne up from the 

earned a trip to the National Sci- 'bee'"' bracket. Losers turned 
cnce Bqu.1 in Wasllington in May. into 'and Fairborn's - Thescience 1301111 is federally Christopher Rhodes, Chris Cam- 
sponsored by the.nepartment of field, Matt Gerdiny, Brian-Skin 
Energy. Locally, it's run by and Charles Budde took the title. 
EG&G ~~~~d ~ ~ ~ l i ~ d  Technolo- Third place went to Centerville's 

. . 
gies in Miamisburg. 'A' team,. made up of Jeremy 
: Cellterville l ~ r  tealn members: . ' Olson, John Zinck, Nick Guise, 

I(cvin I<oller, Dan Merl, Brad Brian Riestenberg and Tony 
oi\!lga~ne was at  stalte. Helmets . O'Connel., N;cTjssa Isla,,. and Kledzik. 

?el-e:optional; cal<:ulators were 
~l l~ i l*d.  Matt Ryan paced the room after 



I I 3rd plant demolished in uranium . . .  . . site cleanup 
. . . . 

CINCINN,PTI - Destruction of pany inanaging the cleanup, . . building was 82 feet wide, 202 feet 
e of the buildings at the former imploded a building used to.pror .long and 60 feet high. 
:nald uranium processing cess uranium'for other fwlctions The outside of the building was 

was completed Saturday.. at Fel:nald;said spokeswoman. -stripped so that oilly the steel 
Flour-Daniel Fernald, the corn- Tricia Thompson. i ; .  -' shell had to be imploded, Thomp- 

The building is.'thethird:of 10:. .. - son said. The steel will be cut 
to be demolished~at:F6fjiald:The apart and stored at the site. 

. .  ..::. . .  :.. . -  5,' . . .. 



Miamisburg News 
Miamisburg, OH 
(W = 7,000) 

i WOE unveils water treatment station i 
I by STEVE SANDLIN 

I Assistant Editor , The U.S.  Department o f  
1 Energy unveiled a new pump 
r and treat station at the Mound I site on Feb. IS designed to 
I clean up contaminants that are 

fouling the aquifer. ' 1  The $500,000 facility usesa 
method called ''air stripping" to 1 clean groundwater contaminat- 

I 
I ed with various solvents and I 
i degreasers known as volatile 
/ organic cohpounds or VOCs. 
I These VOCs were leaching 

into the soil and were begin- 
ning to contaminate the aquifer 

, that supplies drinking water to 
1 Miamisbusg and surrounding 

areas. Exposure to low concen- 
trations of the VOCs can affect 
human health. 

C According to Ken I-Iacker, 
oject mansger, the new sys- 

t e m c a n  treat up to 150,000 
gallons of water a day and the 
system is Sxnecredto run for I several yeais to complete the 
clean up of the contaminated I water. 

/ He said the VOCs are 
I stripped from the groundwater 
1 and released into the atmos- 

phere. Concentrations released 
into the air are not dangerous 

: I :  ,as. the.concentrations 'wi l l  be 
, ' 

: verv small. he said 

lCTHE.VOC ~ o n t a m i n a t i 6 ~  
is the original reason the 
Mound site was placed on the 
Superfund list in 1989," said 
Hacker. ".And this system is 
part of the agreement we 
reached with the U.S.  
En.vironrnenta1 Protection 
Agency in  1994 for remedial 

tion of the problem." 
The VOCs originally came 

from the southwestern part of . . KEN HACKER, project manager of the. pump and 
treat station explains how the system works to clean up 
contaminated ground water. 

i 
PHOTO BY STEVE SANDLIN I 

the Mound site, where a land- 
fill and a former waste disposal 
building was located at one 
time. 

"This is really a historic 
occasion for the Mound," said 
Nat Brown, acting director for 
the DOE'S Miamisburg office. 
"This shows that the 
Department of ~ n e r ~ i ' s  com- 

mitment to cleaning u p  the .  1 '  
Mound site is real and we're i 

I hapqy to get the project under- I 
way." ! 

Miamisburg Mayor Dick i 
Church agreed. ! 

"It is so vitally important to 
the community' to get this clean, j 
up underway," he said. "And ' 

now it's begun." i 
i 



MOUND 

I@ 
MOUND PLANT 

POTENTIAL RELEASE 
SITE PACKAGE 

Environmental Notice of Public Review .Period Restoration 
Proararn " 

The following potential release site (PRS) packages will be available for public 
review in the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, 
Ohio beginning February 27, 1997. Public comment will be accepted on these 
packages from February 27, 1997, through April 3, 1997. 

Questions can be referred tci Mound's Community Relations at (937) 865-4140. 
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Wednesday, March 5, 1997 

EG&G honored for workon Cassini. 

GARY MORRIS, (center) Vice President of Nuclear Energy Programs for EG&G Mound 
is presented the award by Ron Draper (left), Cassini Program Manager for JPL and 
~ i c h a r d  Furlong, DOE Cassini Radioisotopic Thermoelectric Generator Project 

The Mound site contractor the 
thz U.S. Department of Energy, 
EG&G Mound Applied 
TechnologiEs, was honored on 
Feb. 19 by the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory and the DOE for its 
work on the upcoming Cassini 
Mission to Saturn. 

Gary Morris, Vice President 
for Nuclear Energy Programs for 
EG&G Mound was presented 
the award by Ron Draper, 
Cassini Program Manage for 
JPL in Pasadena,  Calif .  and 
Richard Furlong, DOE Cassini 

isotopic Thermoelectric 
rator Project Manager. s' 

As part of DOE'S mission in 
support of NASA space mis- 
sions, EG&G Mound fabricates 
and tests RTGs. three of which 

will be aboard the Cassini space- ic field, numerouk icy satellites 
draft. RTGs use the decay of and its intriguing moon, Titan. 
Plutonium 238 to provide heat The mission is named acter 17th 
and electrical power for  the century French-Italian 
spacecraft in the deep of space. astronomer Jean Dominique 

Cassini. 
MOUND HAS developed 

similar units for  Galileo, 
Ulysses, Pioneer, Viking and 
Voyager space missions. In Oct., 
1997, Cassini, a two-story-tall 
robotic spacecraft will begin a 
seven year journey to reach 
Saturn, some 1.4 billion kilome- 
ters, or about 87 million miles 
from Earth. The spacecraft will 
explore Saturn's swirling atmos- 
phere, mysterious interior, dra- 

;I net- niatic rings, tremendous In g 
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_ Canal clean up progresses.- __ . _ __- - -- -- - -- - 

. . 

The  work of the U.S. ' As wbs the case in the south cleznup and restoration activi- 
Department of Energy t.0 - canal last year, trees and brush ties will be completed later this 
cleanup the Miami-Erie Canal .in the canal  bed are being year. . - 
has progressed t o  the northern removed in a clearing and. 
portion. of the canal. grubbing operation. The ~ i a m i s b u r ~  Parks and. 

Motorists on State Route 25 Recreation Department and the 
and nearby residents may have Trees on the canal banks and Miami Conservancy wi 11 be ' 
noticed the area adjacent to edges of the work area are .working wit11 the Depal-tnlent 

. Conlmunity Park being cleared . .being removed selectively in pf.Energy to .develop a lalid- 
in preparation for.excavation""order to,leave as [ . any  mature scaping plan to.-reforest the 
and earthmoving-activities. '.trees standing as possible. The affected area. .. 



'The G A 0  report confirms sedous and o.~goi~g.$~.oblems. 



Congressmen 
want changes 
before renewal 

IKE GALLAGHER 
TIM BONFIELD Y" 

The Cincinnati Enquirer 

Government investigators say 
the cleanup of Fernald has wasted 

- -millions of -dollars through-mis=- 
management by the contractor 
and a lack of oversight by the U.S. 
Department of Energy. 

A report by the U.S. General Ac- 
counting Office (GAO), released Tues- 
day, prompt ed members of Congress to 
say the contract 
of Fluor Daniel 
.Ftirnald should 
not be renewed or 
extended unless The Fernald 
major problems at Cleanup 
the nuclear clean- -- 

up si te  can be inside/A6 
fixed. 
. Ohio Sens. John * A chronology of 
Glenn and Mike troubles at Fernald 
Dewhe  and Reps. . Excerpts from the 

e Portman and GAO report 
Boehner said ------------------ - 

the U.S. Depart- p Complete 
report on The 

ment of Energy Enquirer's 
and Fluor Daniel Web site: 
Fernald http://e//snquirer. corn 
"bear responsibil- 
ity for the tens of millions of taxpayer 
dollars that have been wasted at Fer- 
nald over the past two years." 

The members of Congress called for 
the GAO investigation last March fol- 
lowing a series of E~zquirer articles that 
began Feb. 11, 1996, and revealed 
serious management, financial and safe- 
ty irregularities at the site. 

Included in the problems GAO investigators 
found a t  Fernald were a severe lack of Energy 
Department oversight; tens of millions of tax- 
payers' dollars wasted on fast-tracked and prob- 
lem-plagued cleanup projects; unauthorized use 
of financial control and charge accounts; lack of 
safety procedures and training; and missing, 
nonexistent or inadequate financial and safety 
documents and procedures. 

The DOE agreed with GAO investigators 
that the problems found there also exist in 

(Please see AUDIT, Page A6) 

L [ ) N ~ ~ l X l l l < l )  Fi<(J3I IJ:\'.;i< A 1  

energy depilrtmenl projects nil- 
tionwide, according to the report. 
The Energy Departnlcnt said it is 
"implcmenting major reform ef- 
forts" to address the problems 
throughout the nation. 

The GAO also found that, in 
some cases, Energy Department 
and Fluor Daniel Fernald officials 
had tried t o  fix safety, financial 
and management problems, but 
that it was too early to deterinine 
whether those ag@s wjlkorlcc - - . - -. - - 

For example, the GAO report 
said: "Weaknesses remain in 
DOE'S safety oversight -at Fer- 
nald. Although the Fernald Area 
Office's oversight- programs have 
improved, they still have weak- 
nesses that 1imit.DOE's.ability to 
ensure that Fluor. Daniel Fernald 
is fulfilling applicable safety and 
health requirements. 

"Problems include weak plan- 
ning of assessment activities, 
slow progress in ensuring that 
some kev oversight staff a r e  
properly qualified, and weak. pro- 
cesses for ensuring that identified 
safety problems are adequately 
corrected." 

The problems identified by the 
GAO prompted Reps. Portman 
.and Boehner- and Sens. Glenn and 
DeWine to set up .a meeting 
Thursday with DOE Under Sec- 
retary Thomas Grumbly to 'dis- 
cuss management's lack of over- 
sight at Fernald, said Mr. Glenn's 
spokesman Bryan McCleary. The 
lawmakers plan to request quar- 
terly reports from the Fernald 

field oflice Lo the energy se'crc- 
tarv to assllre that tlic clcanul, 
remains on scl~edule. 

Mr. Glenn also plans to raise 
questions about Fernald Thurs- 
day to recently confirmed Energy 
Secretary Federico Pena at  ;I 

Senate Armed Services Commit- 
tee meeting, Mr. McCleary said. 

+ About the Enquirer 
series 

The Enquirer broke the story 
of mismanagement4n the Fer- 
nald cleanup with a four-day 
series titled "Danger & Deceit" 
Feb. 11 -1 4, 1996. The initial 
series, and more than 60 sub- 
sequent stories, detailed 
financial irregularities, safety 
problems and a lack of gov- 
ernment oversight in the mas- 
sive cleanup project. 

GAO findings confirm Enquirer investigation 
;% Energy Department officials at Fer- 
nald have not exercised adequate 
management and oversight at the 
site. 
+ There has been insufficient 

jmonitoring of Fluor Daniel 
..:Fernaldls safety and 
i health programs and pro- < cedures by Energy 
Department officials. 
b Fluor Daniel Fernald 
has not complied with 
required procedures in 
maintaining its major per- 
formance and financial 

>- Continued weaknesses in the 
Energy Department's oversight at 
Fernald limits its ability to ensure 
Fluor Daniel Fernald is adhering to 

safetv and health require- 

, systems. 
i B- Weaknesses in oversight at Fer- 
nald have resulted in increased 
costs, project schedule slippages, 
and safety and health risks. 

menis. 
p Inadequate monitoring 
procedures and weak plan- 
ning-of formal. inspections b 
Fernald's Energy .Depart- 
ment staff means the gov- 
ernment .cannot ensure thz 
identified safety problems 
are adequately co'rrected. , Fluor Daniel Fernald's 

practicesfor maintaining the site's 
performance and financial systems 
make it difficult for them and the Ene 
gy Department to exercise effective 
control of Fluor's costs and activities. 
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Audit: Fernald cleanup 

Most serious problem 
- Fernald, on 1,050 acres-about 
18 miles northwest of Cincinnati, 
processed enriched, weapons- 
grade uranium during the Cold 
War. The plant ceased production 
in 1989, and a massive cleanup of 
the site was begun. Fluor Daniel 
Fernald, a subsidiary of Fluor 
Corp., of Irvine, Calif., won the 
$2 billion contract to manage the 
site in 1992. 

According to the GAO, the 
most seriously mishandled piece 
of the project is a vitrification 
pilot plant, designed to test a 
process to encapsulate 20,000 
pounds of radioactive material in- 
to glasslike pellets for disposal 
elsewhere. 

Originally estimated to cost 
$14.1 million, the vitrification pi- 
lot project now is more than $56 
million ove rbudge t  and 1 9  

onths behind schedule. DOE 
w has an independent review 

team studying whether the vitrifi- 
cation project should proceed or 
be scrapped. 1 Energy Fluor Department's Daniel Fernald inept and han- the 

dling and oversight of the vitrifi- 
cation project prompted the con- 
gressional leaders on Tuesday to 
recommend to DOE officials that 
they should consider taking the 
project away from Fluor Daniel 
Fernald and hire "a contractor 
with a demonstrated record of 
success . . . " 

The GAO report stated that 
despite the numerous problems 
a t  the site, investigators did not 
uncover any criminal wrongdoing 
or  a willful pattern of fraud and 
deception on the part of Fluor 
Daniel Fernald. 

But the GAO investigators 
stated in their report: "The scope 
and objectives of our work, how- 
ever, were not so broad that we 
could either validate or dismiss 
the conclusions drawn from the 
(E~iqrrirer) allegations regarding 

lorkers' safety or the govern- en c n t  being sys temat ica l ly  
chealed out of millions of dol- 
lars." 

Fernald's pilot vitrifcati~n~lant~isshown under construction.in 
January 1996. The troubled plant was shut down in December 
aftera:rnelter sprung a leak, pouring non-radioactive material 
onto the floor. 

The GAO report said: "Al- 
though many of the safety and 
health allegations in The Citicin- 
nati Enquirer overstated the sit- 
uation at  Fernald, the site did 
have serious problems." 

Overly optimistic 
GAO auditors said Fluor Dan- 

iel Fernald's problems included 
underestimating the job it was 
hired to do; giving over-optimistic 
predictions of how fast it could 
recover from delays; and doing 
design and construction work at 
the same time. 

The GAO investigation, head- 
ed by Victor S. Rezendes, direc- 
tor of Energy, Resources and 
Science Issues, was conducted 
from March 1, 1996, through Jan. 
31, 1997. 

Immediately after The Enquir- 
er series, "Fernald: Danger and 
Deceit" began on Feb. 11, 1996, 
Fluor Daniel Fernald and Energy 
Department officials criticized 
the articles, repeatedly stating 
that the specific problems being 
cited either were "non-existent" 
or "greatly exaggerated." 

Following release of the GAO 
report Tuesday, Energy Depart- 
ment officials stationed a t  Fer- 
nald, issued a written statement 
that said: "The DOE welcomes 
the GAO review of the Fernaid 
Environmenta l  Management  
Project and the release of its final 
report. 

"Tlie report criticized man- 
agement in some arcas, hul. also 

noted improvement in both finan- 
cial and safety management sys- . 
tems at the facility. The GAO 
makes  two recommendations: 
that some improvements be made 
to the Fernald contract, and that 
DOE s t rengthen oversight in 
some areas. We agree with these 
recommendations and have al- 
ready begun to implement them." 

The GAO was highly critical of 
Fluor Daniel Fernald and DOE's 
handling of the vitrification proj- 
ect and another project to clean 
up UNH, a radioactive liquid. 

"DOE has not exercised ade- 
quate management and oversight 
of the vitrification and (UNH) 
projects or of the contractor's 
(Fluor Daniel Fernald's) safety 
and health activities. In addition, 
the contractor has not complied 
with some required procedures in 
maintaining its major perform- 

' ance and financial systems. As a 
result of these weaknesses, costs 
have increased, schedules have 
slipped and -safety and health 
risks exist." 

In defending its actions, DOE 
officials said: "On numerous occa- 
sions, DOE's site management at  
Fernald financially penalized (Flu- 
or Daniel Fernald) for its per- 
formance on the pilot project and 
UNH project. For both projects, 
the department fully acknowl- 
edged problems and discussed 
them openly in public forums for 
the past two years." 



Fluor responds 
In a written response to TIte 

E~~qui rer  Tuesday, Fluor Daniel 
Fernald officials s a d  they "have 

reviously acknowledged signifi- 
ant problems have been expen- 

e n c e d  in our efforts to construct 
and startup the vitrification pilot 
plant - a plant designed to pro- 
vide data about the safe and effi- 
c i e n t  d~sposal  of - (radioactive - - 

waste)." 

Fluor officials declined to com- 
ment on the recommendation by 
members. of Congress to not ex- 
tend the  ampa any's contract at  
Fernald until problems with the 
vitrification project were  re-  
solved. They also did not address 
the findings that the company and 
DOE "wasted tens of millions of 
dollars" of taxpayers' money. 

Company officials did point out 
that the GAO found no "criminal 
.wrongdoing or a willful pattern of 
fraud and deception." The offi- 
cials said they also felt the GAO . 
report "puts to rest the allega- 
tions of 'Danger and Deceit' as 
characterized by (The E7zqu.i~- 
er)." 

Fluor officials, in the press 
release, wrote: "We are gratified 
hat the Ohio delegation recog- 

nizes the success, progress and 
cost savings on the Fernald proj- 
ect." The company noted that 
Fernald ' s  accelerated cleanup 
plan will cut more than a decade 
off the original schedule and may 
save taxpayers billions of dollars 
over the life the project. 

"Also, five of the six major 
project areas - which include 
the decommissioning and decon- 
struction of the facilities formerly 
used for uranium feed materials 
production - are on or ahead of 
schedule and on budget," the 
Fluor statement said. 

But Rep. Steve Chabot said 
Fluor Daniel Fernald's comments 
were misleading and self-serving. 
"The GAO report confirms seri- 
ous and ongoing problems with 
t h e  Fernald cleanup involving 
both the Department of Energy 
and its contractor. 

"I certainly agree with the 
GAO's statement that the No- 
vember expiration of the contract 
with Fluor Daniel Fernald 'will 
provide a test of the implementa- 
tion of DOE'S contract reform 
initiatives.' DOE can demonstrate 
its commitment Lo a policy of lull 

and open conlpetition, and the 
effects of its training of DOE 
personnel, in performance-based 
contracting." 

Mr. Chabot also praised Tlic 
Ejtquirer for revealing the prob- 
lems at  Fernald. ! 

"Overall, the GAO's report 
makes it evident that the initial 
reporting in The Cincinnati Eli- 

quirer flagged some very serious 
issues. Altliough t h e  report does 
not verify all of The Etiquirer's 
allegations, the paper deserves 
praise for shining a spotlight on 
management and performance 
problems at  Fernald. 

"My colleague Congressman 
Portman has done a tremendous 
job thus far in following up on 
these very important concerns, 
and I look forward to working 
further with him, Senator Glenn, 
Senator DeWine, and Congress- 
man Boehner in keeping the pres- 
sure on to improve cleanup oper- 
ations for the benefit of our 
entire community." 

J. Phil Hamric, head of the 
Energy Department's Ohio Field 
Office, and Jack Craig, the de- 
partment's Fernald Area Supervi- 
sor, declined repeated requests 
for interviews about the GAO 
report findings. 

The cleanup contract comes 
up for  renewal in November 
when Energy Department offi- 
cials can decide to hire another 
company to supervise the site; 
award another long-term contract 
to Fluor Daniel Fernald; or renew 
the existing contract for a one-to- 
three-year period. 

The Energy Department now 
estimates it could take another 
1 3  to 1 5  years to complete the 
cleanup with an additional cost of 
more than $2.4 billion. 

Detailed findings 

b DOE prov~ded limited over- 
stght during the early stages of 
the vitrification and UNH proj- 
ects and did not prepare many of 
the required project management 
documents for the UNH project. 

"These and other DOE over- 
sight weaknesses contributed to a 
total of $65 million in estimated 
cost overruns and almost six 
years of schedule slippages for - - 
the -two projects," the report - - 

said. 
F From 1993 to 1995, sen-  

ous safety a d  health concerns 
were raised about DOE's ability 
to ensure Fluor Daniel Fernald's 
compliance with safety and health 
requirements. 
b Fluor Daniel Fernald ' s  

practices for maintaining the per- 
formance and financial systems 
made it difficult for DOE and the 
company to exercise effective 
control and oversight of Fluor's 
costs and activities. 

"For example, - the contrac- 
tor's requests to change the cost 
-and schedule baseline, on which 
the contractor's performance is 
based, do not always provide the 
required information for ' DOE's 
approval. 

"In addition, charges are rou- 
tinely made to closed financial 
accounts and the accounts are 
routinely reopened without the 
responsible managers '  knowl- 
edge. Consequently, assurance 
that only appropriate costs are 
being charged to  accounts is 
weakened." 

The GAO report was compiled 
during -an 11-month iwestigation 
that included dozens of inter- 
views with DOE officials and em- 
ployees and managers of Fluor 
Daniel Fernald and its subcon- 
tractors. 

The result is a 90-page docu- 
ment  citing specific problems 
with management, oversight, fi- 
nance and safety. Among the 
findings: 



- - - - . - - .. - - - - - - - - .- - - - - - - - - - - - 
@Feb. 11-14, 1996: l n  a copyrighted series. 

The Enquirer revealed that FERMCO (now 
called Fluor Daniel Fernald) and its parent 
company, Fluor Daniel Corp., cheated the 
government out of millions of dollars and 

-- -- jeopardized the safety of workers and- - 
neighbors at the Fernald 

Feb. 13: Congressman Rob Portman leads 
the call for the U.S. General Accounting Office 
(Congress" investigative arm) to investigate 
the problems reported by The Enquirel: 
Feb. 15: U.S. Sens. John Glenn-and Mike 

a DeWine and congressman Steve Chabot echo 
Portman's call for-a GAO investigation. 
Feb. 23: The U.S. General Accounting 
Office announces i t  will expand its. probe 
to include a nationwide lookat  the Energy 
Department's oversight of contractors and 
also its policy of paying hundreds of rnil- 
lions of dollars in  taxpayer-financed sever- 
ance buyouts since 1993. 
Feb. 29: Energy Secretary Hazel R. O'Leary 
confirms there are minor problems at Fernald, 
but says corrective action has been taken. 
March 4: The Enquirer reveals that barrels 
filled with radioactive waste and other toxic 
liquids at one site at Fernald are allowed to 
leak onto other con- 
tainers and the floor 
of a storage area dur- 
ing weekends 
because FERMCO 
wants to save on 
staffing costs. FERM- 
CO deniesthere have 
been any leaking bar- 
rels at the site this 
year. 
March 12: FERMCO 
admits to the Energy 
Department that its 
earlier denial was 
wrong and that there 
had been at least 80 
leaking barrels of 
waste at the site in 
question between 
Jan. 1 and Feb. 15. 

Marcll 24: I '~KWILU lecuius uuialllcu by I I I C  

Eltquirer ievcaleci conqlany officials admilled 
,$.v$y had lost/deslroyed/or never compiled 
JRSpectlon records involving toxic and 
Zdioactive waste at scores of locations at 
@!nald. Ohio EPA confirms Enquirerfindings 
:a?;.April6 and assesses penalties. 
,%ay 5: Workers and union officials at Fernald 
$$cuse FERMCO of intimidating them in an 
;effort -. . to prevent them from telling GAO inves- 
.<ti$Btors .:-. e about the serious safety and misman- 
.agement problems at the site. 
: ' ~ a ~  6: The Enquirer repqrts FERMCO offi- 
. c i a j u l t e ~ e d  the.governm_ent-owned-finan-_ 

cia1 computer- 
software to hide 
the fact that vari- 
ous cleanup pro- 
jects were behind 
schedule and/or 
were over budget. 
The findings later 
are verified by the 
DOE inspector 
general. 
May  19: FERMCO 
officials ordered .- 

fFernald workers to throw away millions of 
;dollars innew and unused equipment and 
lmaterials in  an effort to "fast-track" 
1 . .  
.tieanup projects to ensure they would 
:receive a maximum performance fee. 
isept. 14: FERMCO changes its name to 
;Fluor Daniel Fernald. 
l i  
6'ept. 29:   he vitrification pilot plant, a key 
%leanup facility-at Fernald which already has 
Zest morethan $70 million, may be 
Scrapped, according to an Enquirerstory 
!ased on confidential company records. 
~ c t .  6: Angry US.  EPA officials say Energy 
Department and Fluor Daniel.Fernald offi- 
cials must meet the cleanup schedule 
inyolving the vitrification project. The edict 

.caii.le after company~officials missed a . 
legal, mandatory deadline for the project. 
Nov. 21: congressional leaders ask GAO 
investigators to expand their Fernald probe 
into why the sites' cleanup cannot be com- 
pleted within 10 years, as earlier promised 
by,.Fluor Daniel Fernald and ihe Energy 
Gepartment. Also; the GAO was asked to 
l g k  at what financial controls were in place 
&-Fernald to prevent mismanagement and 
!$ss of taxpayers' money. 
~ e , c .  31: The troubled pilot vitrification 
elant is shut down after a melter springs a 
I s k ,  pouring a ton of molten, non-radioac- 
t j j e  material onto the floor and a too-small 
catch basin. 
feb. 1 ,  1997: Fluor Daniel Fernald is 
docked $4 million for various problems at 
the site, including continuing problems 
wi'ih the pilot vitrification plant. 
lifgrch 2: Fluor Daniel Fernald overbilled the 
Snergy Department more than $93,000 for 
employee moving and per diem costs in 1993, 
tlie.department's inspector.general rules. 
@arch 8: Fluor Daniel Fernald wastes 
$1_6,000 of taxpayers' money by purchasing 
bar-code security stickers for employees' 
cars, only lo discover later Ihal lhcy violal- 
cd thc law by having workers place Illem nn 
passenger side windows. 



.. ... --- 
,: Problems'at a for me^: ii:icie;>l.. <.::i:;.:p- f i 
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:'waste of tax money are S ~ K ~ ( ? U : ;  , f ,-e.ses !:o prodllc;e sliglltly en- i 
:enough that four Hoi~se arlc!. Senate i i ;::cheed . uranium from ore,  I a 

members from 011s region say tile I  DOE^^; Fcrnaic? sit;z is faced 
; clean-up contract should not be ex- a or ellvirolln,ellta~ 

i 
. - .  

I tended or renewed until co1.1-ectioris i problems. .,A,ith,othe sites ill 
are made. ! DOE'S miclear w~.;l.pn:.s con:- 

; An investigation by the Go~ei-i:.- / . eril!~l12sis c,il !,I-odu,,.. 
merit.. Accounting Office ((1; l:!;)li, big- 

I , tion vei-:;us safety -has produced 
gered by reports in 7.11~ i??u;iipiri?n- a:)!/ j legacy of rnn t l~ , i l l a t e~  ra- 

i requested by Sens. John Gle~xi ~ 1 d  : dioactlve ,haz2rijo&..;, wastes 
i Mike DeWhe,  and Reps. Rob R r t -  ,( stol-age sites, ia ' hIiildings 1 
man and John Boehner, caijlit Q G ~  j that are d&el.iora~lg, or in 1 
yesterday. i seepage tc! underground water 

Among other things, it foui~d: I supplies." 
B The  Department oi  E;:ergy i 

3-. 

i 
, (DOE) "has not exercised adequate 
management. and oxrsigh t" of two strategy. 

waste containment projects, "or- oi Another firicling: 

tile contract~r's safety heali:il ac- , r" " A l t ~ l l ~ ~ g h  many of the safety 

tivities." and health allega'iiolls in the Ci?zci~z- , contractor I ~ I ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ j ~ l  ~ ; ~ ~ - , ~ ~ j d  iizti Elzqzti7,ci-overstated :I:.:: situaLictn 

"has not with some at Fernalld; the site did !lave' serious 

procedures in maintainkg its ~najor ~ r o ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~ . "  
performa~ice 2nd fi~~ancial systems. " 'I'l~e GtZO did ncii attt:mp'i to con- 

In English: Unsi?fe condi[-io!ls firin or ' dismiss 211 Of t h :  ' rep0rts in 
and jaw-dropping :vaste. The Enquirer. but fourld "specific 

Citing one experi121e!lt;il waste toll.. wea!o:esses" in safety and fir~aocial 
tainment process called "vltrifica- col~trols. -. 
tioIl," the GAO confirlned -@]?at y']lc . 1 hai's a good stnrt ~ O J L - ~ J - C ~  cieanihg 
E,tq~i~r?ystor-es reported: Cos:.i. ]>:lvc.! 31) 2 (;!ear?-illi t h i :  ha:; mtishronmrr~ 
exploded at the spec]  of nul;lcor fir;- f1.<:::1 f i ~ ~ t  ~c;!T$ ~ F I C ~  !$I..$) i>iI\ioii t:) 13 
&on, frolll about $!,j. lilil!ic!n i l i  [!3$.:i., ;:~:!Ts ?;I!.! :!!..? : : i i l if)! j .  

to $56 rnillion in 1996, to i:l12 la!:csi. hje~;~~\v!iil!.:, ij:::~l:\>t!i:~ Congress 
estimate of more than $70 million. shculri iuril over. 1-0cks at o!.her clean- 

Still, the project is so imzertain ;.hat up sites to f n d  out i F  Fe.l-il;lld is typicai 
DOE is putting it on ho!d lor review of [edcral misnianagenient that is it- 
and reconsideration of the cleanup sell a hazardous waste. 
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She said Fluor Dani8 Fernald's 

- energize five-year, $2 billion contracf-to 
-- manage Fernald's cleanup -should - -- 

not be renewed when it expires in 
November "if major changes aren't 
made" in the way they do business. 

"DOE will have to take a very 

Neighbors: ' 
want 'action, 
not pro:mises7 
BY MIKE GALLAGHER . 
and TIM BONFIELD 
The Cincinnati Enquirer 

Neighbors and union leaders a t  
Fernald are  demanding an immedi- 
ate fix of safety, financial and 
oversight problems a t  the site 
identified in a federal audit re- 
leased this week. - 

Suggestions by those leaders 
taking a major, problem- 

p d cleanup project out of the im 
hands of Fluor Daniel Fernald, the 
company managing the site; hiring 
more and better qualified Energy 
Department employees, and im- 
plementing more stringent over- 
sight measures. 

"I think it is clear that DOE 
needs more people . . . qualified 
people," said Lisa Crawford, presi- 
dent of the Fernald Residents for 
Environmental Safety and Health 
(FRESH). 
" W e '  
wan t ' .  ac- 
tion. not  . , 

promises. The Fernald 
T r u s t  i s  Cleanup 
n o t  a 
v e r y  big 
word with us lately. A lot of things 
.have happened in the last few 
months a t  Fernald that make us 
distrustful," 

An audit of the Fernald cleanup 
by the U.S. General  Accounting. 
Office (GAO), released Tuesday, 
said that the Department of Ener- 

f he 
report 

The com- 
plete text 
of.the 

GAO report is available 
on The Enquirer's Web 
site: http://enquirer.com 

gY h a d  
failed to ex- 
erc ise  ade- 
quate super- 
v i s i o n  of 
Fluor Daniel 
Fernald, al- 
l o w . i  n g 
millions of 
do l l a r s  t o  
b e  w a s t e d  

at the site in the past two years. 
Those weaknesses in oversight 

have resulted in increased costs, 
project schedule slippages, and 
safety and health risks, according 
to  the GAO report. 

The  almost year-long GAO in-: 
vestigation was sparked by a .se- 
ries of Enquirer articles that it;b~t_: 
g2n Feb .  1 1 ,  1996 ,  detailiiig 
mismanagement, financial impro- 
pr ie t ies ,  safe ty  and overs ight  
problems a t  the 1,050-acre site: 
The  former uranium processhg 
facility is  located about 18 6 l e s  
northwest of Cincinnati. 

Ms. Crawford said ~ e d n e s d a y  
the GAO report should send- a 

(Please see FERNALD, 
P a g e  A12) 

7. 

;CONTINUED FROM P A G E A l  
P - 
wake-up call to Fluor Daniel Fer- 
nald and Energy Department offi- 
cials - in Washington D.C. f'to fix 
what's wrong and make sure con- 
trols are  .put in place to prevent 
them froin. recurring?:.' 

strong look at renewal of the& 
contract," she said. "Fluor will 
have to demonstrate some very 
good effort before we (FRESH) will 
support their rehiring." 

The GAO report was particular- 
ly critical of cost overruns and 
delays at a yitrification pilot plant, 
designed to test a process for en- 
capsulating 20,000 pounds of ra- 
dioactive wastes in glass-like pel- 
lets. Those pellets then could be 
shipped elsewhere for burial. The 
GAO report and earlier DOE In- 
spector General findin s say the 
project is more than 855 million 
over budget and 1 9  months behind 
schedule. 

"We also need to take the site's 
vitrification project away from (Flu- 
or) . . . because they have repeat- 
edly screwed it up," Ms. Crawford 
said. Fernald stakeholders and the 
Energy Department "will have to 
have very heavy discussions and 
brainstorming sessions to deter- 
mine how and to whom that con- 
tract should be given," she added. 

Gene Branham, vice president of 
the Fernald Atomic Trades & La- 
bor  Council, which represents  
about 800 workers at the site, said 
GAO investigators confirmed how 
serious many of the management, 
oversight and safety problems are 
a t  Fernald. 

"There needs to be a great 
many changes," he said, but added 
that failing to renew Fluor's con- 
tract in November for another year 
"might be worse than bringing in 
an unqualified company. 

"DOE needs t o  improve i t s  
oversight by hiring better people 
and close monitoring of Fluor's 
corrective actions is mandatory," 
Mr. Branham said. "Mandatory and 
severe penalties must be imposed 
for failure to comply with govern- 
ment rules." 

Mr. Branham said he agrees 
that another company with exper- 
tise in vitrif~cation should be hire3 
a t  Fernald, "but I .  think Fluor 
needs to be involved in working 
with them so we don't lose all their 
knowledge of the project." 



Continuing pollution ruled 
Mapy o f t h e  f $ancia1 questions 

and oversight coficerns..raised i n  ; 
the GAO report ..are not direct . 
concerns for the Fernald Citizens : 
Task Force, said its chairman John . 
Applegate. The advisory ' group, 
formed. by ,DOE to study clean-up 

ptions, is more concerned about a, hether all the controversy will 
slow down the Fernald cleanup 
project. 

The  task force is con- 
cerned about plans for cleaning up 
the -K765 -silos--:which contain -the--- -- 

waste to be vitrified. Those wastes . 
are considered by citizens.and the 
government to pose the most sig- 
nificant health risks at Fernald. 

On Saturday, the task force rec- 

:basis I for plant 

o m m e n d e d  t h a t  v i t r i f ica t ion 
'.'should be pursued vigorously," 
Mr. Applegate said. The GAO- re- 
por t  - i ssued Tuesday does not 
change that view, he said. 

However, the task force on- Sat- 
. . . -urday also called for developing an 

. .  alternative plan for removing the 
K-65 waste in c a s e  vitrification 
does not work. 

.Mr. Applegate said he does .not 
think. the problems cited in the 
GAO report justify entirely remov- 
ing ,Fluor Daniel from the .Fernald 
clean-up when its contract expires. 
in November. 

:BY BEN L. KAUFMAN 
:The Cincinnati Enquirer 

f Fernald neighbor Anthony J. 
lNieman won a second chance 
;WedfiEsday.'topur~ue higclaim for 
:lost property value because of'con-- 
ifamination from-the .former urani: 

-I 

ium processing plant. 
' T h e U . S .  Court of Appeals for 
ithe 6th Circuit said. his $1 million 
:claim could go to trial. 
t The 2-1 ruling reversed a dis- 
missal by U.S. District Judge S. 
iArthur Spiegel, who said Mr: Nie- 
'man knew about.contamination in 
t1985, and his 1994 suit was too 
late under Ohio's 4-year -statute of 
jimitations. 
f . The 6th Circuit agreed with Mrl 
'Nieman's attorney, Roger Healey, 
ihat the statute had not expired 
because contamination - - includ- 
ing pollution of ground water - 
could be a continuing trespass: 
i Mr. Nieman ; $ ~ k - - ~ n d - ; h i ~ .  
$fe, Dorothy, share l l l - . a c r e s  a t  

. 

neighbor's suit 
3881 ~incinnati-Brookville Road in 
Butler County's Ross Township. 

"We! border Fernald," she said. 
"We're as  close as  anybody." 

T h e  appellate cour t  said ~t 
didn't matter that the defendants, 

-NLO Inc. and parent company, NL 
--Industries Inc.; were replaccd as-- 

Fernald managers in 1986. 
NLO attorney Kevin Van Wart, 

in Chicago, had not seen the deci- 
sion and would not comment on the 
ruling. 

While NLO no longer was creat- 
ing pollution, Mr. Nieman should 
still have a chance to prove the 
pollution it created in the first 34 
years of the facility's operations 
continued to diminish his property 
value, the court said. 

"Sounds good to me," Mrs. Nie- 
man said. "That's the way it should 
have been in the first place." 

The  court, however, did limit 
the period for which Mr. Nieman 
could sue: four years before his 
complaint was filed. 



MOUND MOUND PLANT 

Ed POTENTIAL RELEASE 
SITE PACKAGE 

Environmental 
Restoration Notice of Public Review Period 
Program - - - -. - - - -  

The following potentialrelease site (PRS) packages will be available for public 
review in the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, 
Ohio beginning April 3, 1997. Public comment will be accepted on these 
packages from April 3, 1997, through May 8, 1997. 

Questions tan be referred to Mound's Community Relations at (937) 865-4140. 



News 
Miamisburg, OH 
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March 26.1997 

-9 - Take Shelter' exercise at Mound plant 
The U.S. Department of Energy will conduct a Mound tornado siren, which may be heard in areas 

.. . -"take- shelter" -exercise Thursday at- its-Mound surrounding-the pLa-nt site. : - - - -- - --- -- - -- 
Plant located in Miamisburg. The exercise is being 
conducted to ensure that all employees are aware Other internal plant warning systems will also be 
of shelter locations at the plant in case of a torna- activated. In the event weather conditions are 
do warning. severe on Thursday, the exercise will be canceled 

The exercise will require the activation of the and scheduled for another date. * 

: Miamisburg's Moun cility a vast 
resource for science, techno 

The Mound facility moving forward with commercialization and privatization in Miamisburg. 
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THE MIAMISBURGIWEST CARROLLTON NEWS - , 
. 

Apri1.23. 1997 . 

. . 

Male tta resigns from Mound CIC 
by STEVE SANDLIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . was being formed, ~Maletta was 

. .Assistant Editor one of the first considered for 
-- -The --Mia.misburg-- City - - board membership because -of 
Council. reluctantly. accepted 
the resignation of John Maletta -. 
as chairman of . the  Mound 
Community Improvement 
Corporation at their.. April 15 he-said. "He has always kept a 
meeting. ' . . watchful eye on the interests of. 

Maletta told council that he 
had to resign the post for health 
reasons, but that he would con- 
tinue to . .  serve . on the 
Miamisburg Schools' Board of 
Education and as. a volunteer 
athletic trainer for the school walk, curb and gutter assess- 
district. 

fLI leave very proud of the 
progress we've made," he said. 
"Mound has agreat  future and an now receive 
it is a tremendous asset., to this, ng assessment 

. . 

community." '..: :, . . . . have'had a better leader than obligations due to installation 
Mayor Dick' Church J r s a i d  lbhn ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~  he said of sidewalks, curbs and gutters 

Maletta. will b e  missedby .the ~ i k ~  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ a ~  of the  on their property. Those inter- . - : , . . '. ., . . . . - . 

. . . .  . .. . . . 
. . 

CIC said that when the CIC (~oniinued on Page 16) 
. . 

. . . . Burg council ... : : 
(Continued from Page 1) 

-ested should contact the-city for 
more information. . . 

City council also: 
Presented cert if icate of 

achievement awards  Lo the 
members of rhe .Miamisburg 
High School Mock Trial team. 

Were introduced to the new 
greens superintendint for the  

city golf couises, Tom ~ t r e i  ~f . . . '  
Passed an ordinance'granii- . 

n'gl a two-pear . performance.  . 

based contract to Kemper Sports.. 
~ a n a g e m e n t  t o . '  manage 
P ipes tone  and Mound golf 
courses for the city. '.- 

. Appointed,. Robert 
Kilpatrick to  t h e  Board of 
Zoning, Building and Housing . . .  

.* . Appeals. . . 



Moundworkers . . m.eet challenge 
, ~ ~ S T E V E S A N D L I N :  . 

- .  Assistant' Editor a' a he Ohio Field Office of the 
U.S. .Department of Energy hon- 
ored more than 60 workers last 
week for  their efforts in- the 
clean u p  of the Miami-Erie 

- - -- - . .. - Canal--- - -- -. . - . - -- 

The DOE challenged ',the. 
workers to increase their pro-: 
duction in the month of March 
to meet a special goal. 

"When we saw how much 
waste had been shipped from the 
site, we realized that if we could 
ship 55 railroad cars in March, 

.we would have shipped almost 
. twice  what. was shipped in all 

last 'year," said Oba  inc cent of 
the DOE. 

He said the normal amount of . 

waste prepared for shipping in a 
month comes to about 27 rail-' . . 

:--road cars-full. .- - ~-~ -. - - - 
"But..,the workers really met 

: the cha,llenge," said Vincent. 
"They prepared 60 railroad cars 
of waste ... 244,190 cubic feet of 
material." 

Project Manager Bob Stanley 
'said the clean up workers really 
rose.to the challenge. 

"They really got behind the 
effort and it was a real success 
for the project and the workers," 
he said. "They did at least dou- 
ble what the plan was for the 
,month." 

To meet the challenge, the .  
workers-had-to excavate-the .-- -~ -- 

material from the canal site and 
package i t  in speciai.containeis 
for shipment- on railroad cars for 
transport to a safe site. 

"Needless to say,- the project 
.is. going quite well," s-aid 
Stanley. "We're ahead. of sched- 
ule." 



Ant to become a technology 
. and industrial park, with 
many turns owning a piece e. 

Throughout its 50-year history, Miamisburg's Mound facili- 
ty has been regarded worldwide as one of the nation's most 

: prestigious installations in ultra hi-tech research, design, _ _ _ _  . - ~ - -. - 
- _- - 

.- -- 

--;--development,- manufacturing and-testing-if. nuclear weapons 
components and spacecraft power systems under the auspices 
of the U.S. Department of Energy. 

Now. the veil of secrecy has been lifted revealing an . . 
invaluable cache of high-level scientific and technological 
resources available to any manufacturing firm. 

The city of Miamisburg initially spearheaded the Mound 
economic development, '  a role now assumed by t-he 
Miamisburg Mound Community Improvement Corporation . 

(MMCIC). As a not-for-profit entity, the MMCIC is responsi- 
ble for the commercialization of the Mound facility. 

Recently, a comprehensive.-reuse plan was completed by a 
team of nationally known strategic planning consultants. It 
was determined that Mound will become a technology and 
industry park with a variety of firms owning the various facili- 
?ies atathe site by 2005. 

Currently, the site consists of about 110 buildings on 306 
acres. After commercialization, many buildings will be 
removed, new ones will bz built and the open land will be 

a d e T - R o b N o  Advanced Technolo'zv Center (WATC), as 
the commercialized segment of the s c i  is known, offers a 
total-solutions manufacturing environment where business can 
reduce risk: maximize returns or investments and advance 
technology. 

At .the MATC, manufacturers can obtain solutions to com- 
plex problems, accon~plish business develop~nent in fully- 
equipped or  custom designed lease space, or eventually 
expand its business with a new building on the developable 
land. 

The MATC marketing approach is to establish and stabilize 
a cluster of businesses around multiple core conlpetencies, 
attract technology-based manufacturing businesses that are 
synergistic with those core businesses, bring an  ed~~cationul 
element to the site and provide bbsiness support services. 

More than 30 product or service companies enjoy the bene- 
fits of the MATC. Products include flexible electronic circuits, 
machined parts, explosive components, energetic materials, 
electronic equipment, metal hydrides and airbag initiators. 

Supporting the product firms are such services as metnllur- 
gy, NIST-traceable calibrations, nondkstructive evaluations, 
exotic diagnostics, physical testing, analytical chemistry, thcr- 

al process safety analyses, laser processing, product design, 6 viron~nental conditioni~ig and analyses. 
. Technology packages that will soon be available for corn.. 
mercialization include ceramics, destructive ~esting. high lc& 
perature coatings, microeleclronics, plastics and poivdcr pr-o- 
cessing. 

Your taxes paid for i t  - now, rake ndvi~ri\age of it! Call tlir 
MMCIC today and beconie pill-1 of.[Ile MATC fi~n~ily! 



Daily News 

RADIATION . . EXPERIMENTS . 

SATURDAY. MARCH 29.1997 

b The government wants 
to compensate more 
human'test subjects. 

By H. Josef Hebert . 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WASHINGTON - The Clinton 
administration will ask Congress 
for $50 million and changes in 
law so it can compensate hun- 
dreds of uranium miners exposed 
to cancer-causing radiation in 
the government's nuclear weap- 
ons program. 

The request was part of a series 
of responses the White House 
announced k i d a y  to a report 
more than a year ago by a presi- 
dential commission investigating 
human radiation experiments 
during the Cold .War years. 

That panel also probed whole- 
body radiation given to Cincin- 
nati cancer patients from 1960 to 
1971, but. Friday's request for 
compensation did not cover cases 
such as those. 

Assistant Secretary of Energy 
.Tara @Toole said Cincinnati was 
one of a handful of places around 

the country where patients beirii 
treated for diseases weren't told '_' 
they were also part of an experi.' 
ment. . .C 

"The professional mores wereG 
looser than is now the case," she .- said. Y 

In Cincinnati, patients dosed -: 
with whole-body radiation were-' 
not givenanti-nausea drugs 
beforehand because a researcheg . 
was documenting effects such as..* 
nausea for the Pentagon, which . 
wanted to learn what might hap-': .- 

pen to soldiers hit. with radiation. 
on the battlefield. - 

Those experiments led to a .., 
class-action lawsuit and settle- , 
ment offer that all the families 
involved have not agreed to s igd  

Sen. John Glenn, D-Ohio, who .' 
was at the forefront of efforts to 
expose government treatment of! 
human test subjects, praised. ; 
Clinton's longdelayed action. - 

"Now that the first group of :? 
cases highlighted by the advisory, 
committee has been settled, I . . ,  

would hope that the other vic- .% 

tims, especially those in Cincin- . 
nati, will receive fair treatment Z 
by the government," he said. : 
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April 2.1 997 

DOE. working on new ten year 
draft clean up strategyp/un 

The Department of Energy 
Environmental  Management 
program's effort to issue a draft- 
ten year cleanup .strategy by. the 
end of this  month has been. 
delayed by several  weeks in 
order to .allow .time for addition- 
al analysis. 

. . . . 

" ~ e .  believe that. issuing a 
complete draft plan'to our stake- -. 

holders; tribal governments, reg- 
ulators and the general public 
offers a better opportunity. for 
them to identify. any problem 
areas and provide suggestions 
for improvetnent," said A1 Alm, 

Assistant for Environmental 
Management. 

Some preliminary draft .site 
plans, submitted in early 
February,, indicate potential dif-. 
ficulties' in meeting environmen- 
tal commitments after fiscal year 
1998. 

As a result, the department is 
explori'ng oppqrtunities for 
greater productivity, improved 
sequencing of work and more 
efficient contracting mecha- 
nisms. Field office manag-rs 
and senior program officials 
have met over the past two days 
to agree on strategies. for com- 

pleting cleanups more . efficiently . 
and.at lower cost. 

New efficiency targets will be 
incorporated in the department's 
Draft Ten Year Plan. The depart- 
ment remains commi,tted to 
maintaining full 'compliance 
with all statutes, regulations and 
compliance agreements. Release 
of the Draft Ten Year Plan will 
open a 45 day public cbmment 
period. Between now and 
September, the department will 
continue LO work with its stake- 
holders and regulators to resolve 
issues as i t  develops the Ten 
Year Plan. 
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MOUND 

Environmental 
Restwation 

The next meeting of the Mound Action 
Committee is scheduled for: Thursday, April 17, 1997 

5:30 welcome, .6:00 meeting 
Mound Facility 

LOCATION CHANGE! 
Due to a scheduling conflict, the MAC will meet 

Main Cafeteria (OSE Bldg.) 
in the Mound Plant Cafeteria. a t  the Civic 
Center as  previously announced. 

On The Agenda . . . 
The Mound Cafeteria is located just inside the A presentation on the Waste Isolation Pilot 
main entrance lobby of the OSE building a t  the Plant (WTPP] in Carlsbad. New Mexico. a 

' top of the Main,Hill. Parking is plentiful and free new DOE permanent disposal facility for 
in front of the building. transuranic waste. 

, 
A presentation on the mehodolog used 

co&mEf!mLY! a t  Mound to ensure the site is cleaned up 
.Meet the speakers, greet your safely and appropriately for the future. 
neighbors a t  5:30 p.m. Plenty 
of parking in front of the building. P. review of current cleanup activity 

around the site. ; 



MOUND 
MOUND PLANT 

POTENTIAL RELEASE 
SITE PACKAGE 

Restoration 
Program Notice of Public Review Period d 
- The-"Residual Risk ~i.al~&icjnr~~l&ztsi5~locli HJjublic review-it" will bein 

the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, Ohio 
beginning April 30, 1997. Public comment will be accepted on this package from 
April 30, 1997, through May 30, 1997. 
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The "Risk Based Guideline Values, Final Revision 4" is now in 
the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., 
Miarnisburg, Ohio. 

Questions can be referred to Mound's Community Relations at (937) 865-4140. 
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Field narrows 
, = 

p--~ -- -- 

The Associated Press . 

M-ISBURG - Mayor Dick 
Church says selecting finalists 
from a field of:companies:qing.to. 
take over the hllound--nuclear 
weapons plant is a sign that the 
cleanup of radio~ctive,material a t  
the site is moving al(mg!.)c l t  I :  I I .I !:" 

The U.S. Department of Energy 
said Thursday it has narrowed to 
two the number of contractor 
teams being considered to handle 
cleanup a t  the site. 

"For us to bring businesses onto 
the site: it 113s to be cleaned up in 
an  01-ganized way working with 
the community." Said Church. "I 
think we're going to see nothing 
but progress now." 

OH31 3Iound and Babcock & 
Wilcox were selected from a field of 
five'companies to compete for the 
$500 ' million contract, said Ken 
Morgan, spokesman for the Energy 
Department's Ohio field office. 

n e y  have made the most com- 
petitive offers," he said. . 
:The new contractor is to be se- 

lected next month and may be on 
&te by the end of June. : U.S. Rep. Tony Hall, whose con- 
gressional district includes 
Mound, said both companies have 
strong records in the cleanup field 
and experience in dealing with 
the Energy Department. 

'"They are both capable of get-. 
ting the job done quickly and effi- 
cientlv while being sensitive to 
the needs of the workers and the 
community," Hall, D-Ohio, said. 
;The other contractor teams who- 

had been vying for the job are ICF 
&user Mound, the Jacobs Mound a. of Ohio Inc., and the Mound 
&storation Co. Ltd. 
me plant's current operator, 
EG&G Mound Applied Technolo- 
gies, decided not to seek renewal . 
of its contract. 

.During the 1980s, a s  many a s  
2;500 workers here  employed a t  
tbe 306-acre, suburban Dayton 
plant, which made triggers for 
nuclear weapons. 
a n  Mound's 50 years  of opera- 

t@n, emissions of radioactive tri- 
tium and plutonium seeped into 
the soil and groundwater. 

a 
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. b 1949 documents s h h  
Russians gained 
information from an 
underground factory. 
By Joseph Albright 
and Dale Dempsey 
DAYTONaAILY NEWS 

MOSCOW - For half a cen- 
tury an elite group of workers in_ 
Dayton has harbored an atomic - 
secret from the rest of America, 

documents from a Russian_8a, a ive reveal that the facts " " 

somehow leaked to Soviet spy- 
master Lavrenti Beria's espio- 
nage network back in 1949. 

The compromised secret 
involved an industrial processm!? 
developed at the Monsanto " 
Chemical plant in Dayton dur- - 
ing World War I1 for manufac- 
turing a rare radioactive ingre- 
dient used in the "trigger" of an 
atomic bomb. 

The ingredient was polonium- 
210, an isotope that emits the 
burst of neutrons necessary to ' 
jump-stsrt a chain reaction at --< 

the critical instant of a nuclear 
detonation. 

As Soviet intelligence reported 
to Beria in 1949, the U.S. govern- 
ment had just set up a shielded 
underground factory near Day- 
ton to extract the polonium iso- 
tope from slugs of an irradiated 
heavy metal called bismuth. The 
new factory, now part of the 
Mound Laboratory on the out- 
skirts of Dayton, replaced an _--- 

~ S E C R ~ :  Information on 
:CONTINUED FROM 1A extracting 
polonium significant - - 

: carlier Monsanto plant that pro- 
jcessecl polonium in the mid- 
11930s. The plants were at a 
.former seminary at 1601. W. First 
,St.  and later at the Runnymeade 
;Piayhouse in Oali~vood, owned by 
j the Talbott family, one of 
;Dayton's most prominent fanli- 
;lies. 
: A March 1949 Soviet intelli- 
:gence document, recently uncov- 
iered in a Moscow archive by Cox 
jEewspapers, informed Beria how 
ialunlinum canisters of irradiated'. 
:bismuth were being flown to Day- 
:to11 for chemical processing from 
ithe U.S. Atoniic Energy 
:Commission's top-security mili- 
:tary nuclear reactor complex -. 
;then operating at maximum 
capacity in Hanford, Wash. 
1 Once illside the "hot zone" of 
:the Monsanto Che~nical plant in 
;Dayton, the rods of irradiated 
lbismuth were dissolved in glass- 
:lined vats 5 feet tall and 3 feet in 
:diameter, explained the report to 
:Beria, now declassified in Rus- 
3ian Ministry of Atomic Energy 
;archives. 

?5hadows of doubt 
I 

1 Col. Vladimir Barkovsky, a vet-. 
ieran official of the Russian For- 
ieign Intelligence Agency who 
;served as a Soviet intel.l.igence. 

- :operative in New York from 
harly 1949 to the late 1950s, said 
be  has no doubt the Ministry of 
;Atomic Energy document is 
3uthentic. 
i In Moscow, Barkovsky 
described the information on 
h o i ~  to extract polonium from 
bismuth as a significant piece of 
intelligence on the American 
ktomic program. 
j "This concerns the production 
)jf polonium, a very radioactive 
paierial that is used as one of the 
gngredients of the initiator for 
i-iuclear reacti.ons," said Bark- 
bvsky, who recently has been 
\?o~:ing through KGB archives to 
i)l-epare an official history on 
Soviet wartime atomic espjo- 
hage. "This appears to be a 

m 

description of the technology for 
the production of p~lonium, and 
that is why I think it is very 
Paluable." 
I Beyond what'the Soviet docu- 
lllellt shows about American 
Cold War technologyl it also pro- 
yides intriguing evidence that 
hloscow's spy chiefs continued to 
hbtain current atomic secrets 
from inside U.S. Atomic Energy 
Cornmission facilities as late as 
1949. three years after such 
known atomic spies as Klaus 
!?uchs and Davjcl Greenglass had 
ceased working for the U.S. 
hiomic program. 
; When Barltovsl<y {\:as asked 
ivhether the new document 
nlight indicate the Russians had 
an uncliscovered agent who had 
ilisited or workecl at Dayton in 
the late 1940s, he replied: "Not 
fiecessarily. Because sometimes 
jhjs kind of stuff was distributed 
p other (Western atomic) cen- 
t?rs. This could have been 
?btained from any source 
Anywhere." 

1 Not all the intelligence was on 
r$e money, either. One Russian. 
intelligence report described a 
factory,built underground "soine- 
~khere in suburbs of Dayton, 
dppnrently in the city of Marion, 
State of Ohio.'' 
: Marion, north of Columbus, is 

<lose to 100 miles froni Dayton. . 

'rhe government dicl have a plant 
??ere, but it was a backup facility 
tp the R,lound. 

working in silence 
: Gus Essig of Miamisburg was a 

qhysicist who worked on the 
project at the Mound from 1946 
iintil he retired in 1982, Asked if 
the poloninm reclamationpro- 
ckss described in the Russian 
ctoculnent was.accurate: E.ssig 
ipplicd, "Yes. roughly." 
I Essig and otl~er former Mound 

:hi]-itel-s are still relucrant in 
I4lking about. the M T J I - ~ ,  even 
t?iu~igh the bismuth process was 
t?gs!,?ssified by the U.S. govern- 



JIM RUTLEDGE/DAYION DAILY NEWS 

. . - .  
. . . . . . 

. . . Gpn >SOY E P O X C : ~ ~ ~ D  aan t r t a i ~ ~ s x e  KZ::?ZCCI: 

ar 4 A. 

. t 

A 

8.."=0,~ : 
Y.'?.Vf 

1.. 

. . 

. ~ e n t  and back of a March 1949Soviet intelligence document recently uncovered i n a  Moscow 
arc e by Cox Newspapers. 



- DAYTON DdlLY NEWS 

mellt in the mid-1980s. The wwk- 
ers, now in their 70s or 80s all 
recall an atmosphere of extreme 
secrecy and security at the 
Mound during the Cold War 
years. 

"People were very security 
conscious," Essig said. "I never 
said anything about what I was 
working on to my wife:' 

Essig worlred in T building at 
the Mound, the underground 
facility described in the Russian 
document. Built underground to 
withstand all but a direct nuclear 

T building required all of the 
rete production in a three- 

te area for three months in @ 
1948 to construct its hardened, 17- 
foot thick walls. T building now 
houses the tritium recovery oper- 
ation at the Mound plant, which 
is being returned to civilian use. 

Joe Garner of Farmersville, a 
former radiation safety officer at 
the plant, and John Birden of 
West Carrollton, a former 
research chemist, both described 
plant security measures that 
included code 'words and work 
instructions given on a strictly 
"need to know" basis. 

"The code word for polonium 
was Postum, like the artificial 
coffee during the war," Garner 
said. 

Birden said there :were only 20 
to 30 people working on the 
project in 1949, and each was sub- 
jected to a full background check 
by the FBI. 

"I was never suspicious of any- 
one there," Birden said. 
"Houlever, when we traveled to 
other sites, we found that other 

ople were not as secure." 
one of the three former scien- 
s was surprised that the Rus- e 

sians knew about the work at the 
Mound. 

IL \ I < J ~ >  I IUL ~L~ I ' I J I  I ~ U  I I I ~  L I I ~ L  L J ~ L ~  .\ . J V L  , L, J I ~ L , L ~ ~ ~ L ~ ,   ti^ 

the Soviets iiilew," Birden said. infor~nation to Beria's I . I C ~ \ Y O Y ~  

"They had spieseverywhere, but apparently couldn't pi11 down tlle 
they didn't go after the little precise 1ocat.ion of the new 
guys, they went for the top of the ~intiergrounc! facility. 'I'ht! 1.949 
line.'.' report said "it seenlls'' the new 

Expanding the project 
Garner recalled that specific 

knowledge was divided anlong 
groups at the Mound. 

"When you went to lunch you 
didn't talk about what you xlere 

-- -working on," he said; - --- 

Garner said that the only per- 
son with knowledge of the entire 
operation was its chief, Dr. 
Charles A. Thomas. one of a 
small group of scientists chosen 
by President Harry Truman to 
work on the bomb project. He 
was a member 
of the inner 
circle of J .  
Robert Oppen- 
heimer, the 
American 
physicist who 
headed the 
Manhattan 
Project at Los 
Alamos. N.M., 
and witnessed Charles Thomas 
the first test of 
the atomic bomb. 

Thomas founded the Thomas- 
Hochwalt lab in 1926 in Dayton. It 
was purchased by Monsanto in 
1936. A former president of Mon- 
santo, Thomas died in 1982. An 
unsigned March 1,1949, report to 
the Soviet intelligence chief said 
that Monsanto was in the process 
of moving its polonium works 
from an older factory in the city 

. of Dayton to a new plant in 
Dayton's environs. 

Beria's agents must have got- 
ten wind of the AEC's top-secret 
plans to expand and relocate its 
plant for making atomic bomb 
"triggers" in a bomb-proof under- 
ground facility at Mound Labora- 
tory. 

'It does not surprise me 
that the Soviets knew. 
They had spies 
everywhere, but they 
didn't go after: the little 
guys, they went for the 
top of the line.' 
John Birden 
Former research chemist 

underground poloniunl-making 
site was in Marion. 

There was a poloniuln- 
processink plant east of Marion 
in 1949, but it was a backup facil- 
ity according to Garner and Bird- 
en. The plant had all of the same 
equipment as the Mound, but not - the-r-e-illf~-r-ced,-unndeer.gro~innd - - - -~ - - -~ .. 

building. 
"Everything at the Mound was 

duplicatecl at Marion and we 
would go up at least once a 
month to check it," Garner saici. 
"It was there in case something. 
like a bomb attack, happened at 
the Mound but there was never 
any radioactive material in 
Marion." 

Subversive documents 
A cover letter, signed by Beria 

in his distinctively neat hand- 
writing on March 4,1949, ordered 
the scientific director of the 
Soviet nuclear weapom project, 
professor Igor Kurchatov, to . 
"familiarize yourself with the 
materials" and report back with 
conclusions. Only two others in 
the Soviet atomic bomb project - 
chief bomb designer Yuri Khari- 
ton and the top administrator, 
Boris Vamlikov -were autho- 
rized by Beria to examine the 
report called "Factory for the 
Production of Polonium in the 
City of Dayton." 

The report on Dayton was one 
of four intelligence "n~aterials" 
totaling 39 pages that reached 
Beria's office on the salne date - 
March 1,1949. According to an 
inventory contained in the cover 
letter to Beria, the intelligence 
packet consisted of four docu- 
ments: 
b Report No. 822-a, Atomic 

Center in Oak Ridge, 18 pages. 
b Report No. 822-b, Factory for 

the Production of Poloniun~ in 
the City of Dayton, 4 pages. 
b Report KO. 822-v, Security 

Equipment in the Oak Ridge 
Enterprise and in the Factory for 
the Production of Polonium in 
Dayton, 9 pages. 



. . 
P Report NO. 833-g; Conditions 

of Work and Protection of . .. -. 

Secrecy in the Oak Iiidge Ente1;-- 
prise, 9 pages. 

Except for the one-page cxcei-pt 
the Dayton docun,e~~t, the only, 36r ion declassified by the Rys; ;.: 
1 Atomic Energy Mhlistryjs-,i 

10-gage selectio;] from the docti:,. - 
ment on Oak Ridge. Its declassi- 
fied portion contains no impo?t... . 
tant industrial,secrets, but doe.$ ... 

.. incl~ide a n  organization chartof:;- - 
- - - 

the Clinton research lab a t  Oak. . 
Ridge, along with floor plans of;. . 
an  Oak Ridge pilot plant for the .. 
separation of plutoni~un fronl: 1.1. ; 
irradiated uranium fuel rods; .-.. 

A U.S. Department of Energy' 
history of the wartime atomi2. "- ' 

project, releasedin 1983, has dis:' 
closed that the Dayton atomic;:'-.: 
bomb "trigger" factoly origi-:;,: ;, 
nated in 1943 when Los Alamo2;:.. 
laboratory director Oppenhei-mer 
asked  allh hat tan ~ r o j i c t  chisf: - 

Gen. Leslie Groves to'begin p?'o:'-. 
ducing industrial quas~tities of.'. . 
the rare isotope polonium, d i s , :  - - ; 
covered by Madame Marie C~v je .  
in 1898, and named after her - -.. : - . 
native Poland. With a half-life of 
only 140 days, it occurs in nature. 
in  minute quantities as  an  hnpu-- . , n r  

rity of lead. - - ,... . 

@lonium in the making ; 
It  was O~uenheimer. accord- , 

iug to the oificial h i s thy ,  who . - 
calculated that if 100 pounds of .. 
bismuth rods were placed n e a r ,  
the center of a nuclear reactor 
in Hanford, neutron bombard- . 
ment in  the reactor would con- ; 
vert a tiny fraction of the bis- 1 
inuth into the needed 
polonium-210 isotope. 

Making poloniu~n was a little; 
knoik!n sideline for the Hanforti 
reactors, \vl~ose main role was 
making plutonium. .It was the ' 

job of the Monsanto staff in Day- 
ton to extract the poloniunl from 
the irradiated bismuth rods, . 
using powerful chemicals includ- 
ing formaldehyde and a mixture 
of nitric and hydrochloric acids 
called aqua regia. 

At Oppenheimer's behest, the : 
task of organizing a polonium- 
making lab was assigned in 1933 
to Thomas, the central rescarch 
director of Monsauto Cheniical 
Co., who set :\bout to create the 
secret lab at the Monsanto p!ant 

cat~wllilc at l.,os Al~unc~s, a w a y t o n .  
team of Ol~penl~eimer's physi- 
cists, including Enrica Fe~.lni, 
Hans Hethe a~~dl \J ie l s  Bohr, 
designed a :~lii~i-sl:)here calletl the 

"initiator." Mcas~!l'ing one cellti- 
meter in iiiarjlete!.. the sphere 
was ~ n a d e  of !xi-y1liu.m \\!it11 an 
in~ ie r  shielding !ine~- 1:iade of 
gold. Inside the sphere ivas a 
powerfill dose of 50 curies ofpolo- 
niunl to trigger the nuclear 
explosion. 

The Alllerican boinb designers' 
theory was that as  the bomb's 
external blanket o ic l~e~nica l  
explosives was detonated, an  
implosive-wave would crush-the- --- 

central core of plutonium to 
make a critical mass. Then, a t  
the ci-ucial instant, the implosion 
wbuld also crush the pol.oniurn- 
bel-ylli~ui~l initiaror, thus releas- 
ing a jet of neutrons into the 
imp!oding plutoniurn just in tin12 
to toucll off a chain reaction. 

'I'he United States used inida- 
tors made of beryliium and polo- 
nium in the first piutonium 
bonlb tested at Alamogorcio, 
N.%I., in July 1.9~45, as well as in 
the plutonium bomb dropped the 
following !nonth on Nagasaki. 
The Hiroshima bomb, using the 
so-called gun-type design and 
made with a core of enriched ura- 
nium, also used a polonium- 
bei-ylliurn initiator. 
- 

b, COX NEWSPAPERS Moscow corre- 
spondent Marcia Kunstel contributed l o  
this report. 

b CONTACT Joseph Alt~right by e-mail at 
JoeaQcoxne\vs.com or isx 0 1 1  7095 
124 0395. 

b CONTACT Dale Dernpsey by e-r?~ail ai 
dale-dempsry@coxc;hio.corn or pijone 
225-2270. 
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;a shrouded insecrecv 
z b Workers at the Mound 
I 

:Lab spoke in code in an 
underground facility. 

I 
I 
I 

: By Dale Dempsey 
i EAYTON DAILY NEWS 

I 

: The Cold War was very real to 
:the workers at the Mound Lab in 
: Miamisburg in 1949. 
1 The scientists and workers 
:who were dyeloping and produc. 
i ing "trigger devicesn.for atomic 
:bombs were sworn to secrecy, 
; sul~jected to lengthy backgrcund 
:checks, spoke in.code and prac- 

. I ticed drills in the everit of a 
Soviet attack on the plant. 

I Joe Garner of Farnlersville 
ed at the Mound as a radia- 

safety officer from 1947 until ip 
i h retired 41 vears later. He i worked in th;? T building, an 
underground facility fortified 
with 17-foot thick concrete walls 
that could withstand all but a 
direct hit from a nuclear bomb. 
The building had its own food 
and water supply-that could sus- 
tain workers for months. 

"We were definitely on the 
list," Garner recalled recently, 
referring to sites in the United 
States that would be likely tar- 
gets in the event of missile attack 
by the Soviet Union, then locked 
in a stalemate of mutually 
assured destruction with the 
United States. 

Garner said that periodically 
there would be simulated attacks, 
where the workers at the Mound 
~vould be shut inside T building 
to practice what to do. 

"It was very real," he said. "We 
would be shut inside and there 
would be radio reports saying 
such and such has been hit. 

There were some people who 
couldn't take it. They \i:ould say 
they have to get out and go to 
their fainilies." 

Secrecy was also a require- 
ment. 

"You didn't talk about what 
you did in the lab," Garner said. 

John Birden of West Carroll- 
ton, a research chemist on the 
atomic project from 1944 to 1981, 
said that workers would use code 
words when they had to refer to 
the radioactive material they 
used. 

Garner said that the code name 
for polonium, which was used in 
the triggers to begin the neutron 
implosion that begins a nuclear 
reaction, was Postum, ilamed 
after a.substitute for coffee used 
during Wor1.d War IT. 

When Birden joined the 
project, it was so secret they did 
not tell him what he was working 
on. 

"I knew it was radioactive," he 
said. "But I did not learn what I 
was working on until I went back 
to an old college test and read 
some of the chapters we hadn't 
read in school. When I began to 
show some fundamental knowl- 
edge they said, 'Ok, here's what 
we'ie working on.' " 

The scientists were also the 
subjqcts of FBI background 
check. 

"I remember one of nly neigh- 
bors asking me what I was into," 
Garner recalled. "They said the 
FBI was here.asking about you." 

Security continued until the 
end of the Cold War. 

"It actually increased in the 
1980s, because of terrorism," said 
Bill Scuberling of Miamisburg, 
who uras in security at the 
Mound fronl1972 until 1980. . 
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POTENTIAL RELEASE 

SITE PACKAGE--- 
Notice of Public Review Period 

MOUND 
MOUND PLANT 

POTENTIAL RELEASE 
SITE PACKAGE 

Environmental 
Restoration 
Program Notice of Public Review 'period 

The "Residual Risk Evaluation--Release Block H, public review draft" will be in 
the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, Ohio 
beginning April 30, 1997. Public comment will be accepted on this package from 
April 30, 1997, through May 30, 1997. 
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MOUND PLANT 
POTENTIAL RELEASE 

SITE PACKAGE 
Environmental 
~ e s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  - Notice of Public Review Period Program . 

The "Residual Risk Evaluation--Release Block H, public review draft" has been 
placed in the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, 
Ohio. The public comment period has been extended on this package to June 16, 
1997. 

Questions can be referred to Mound's Community Relations at (937) 865-4140. 
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' , 

MOUND MOUND PLANT 
POTENTIAL RIELEASE 

SITE PACKAGE 
Environmental 
Restoration 
Program 

Notice of Pgblic Review Period 
. . .  .: . 

_ .  C . "  

The followihg potential release site (PRS) packages have been plided'inthc CERCLA 
Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central. Ave., Miamisburg, Ohio. The public comment 
period has been extended on these packages to June 16, 1997. 
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,. PRS 35di.. S o i ~ o n t a ~ n a t i o n . ~  
. . . . PRS 356: Soil: Contamination 

Questions can be referred to Mound's Community Relationsat (937) 865-4140. 
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 egisl la ti on to allow Mound transfer 
The House of Representatives ply with the city's reuse plans. conducted by the go\lernmenr. 

pproved legislation Monday by "Easing the transfer process creating jobs and preserving the 
Rep. Tony P. Hall (D-Ohio) to will allow our con~munity to put unique technologies at Mound," 
speed up the transfer of property the land and other resources at Hall said. 
and equipment from the Energy Mound to good use. Private The Hall measure requires the 
Department's Mound plant to businesses will be able to take Department of Energy to consult 
the city of Miamisburg to com- over many of the activities once f (Continued on Page 4) - - 

(Continued from Page 1) The Hall amendment is expected 
with the communi ties where to facilitate the transfer of these 
fncilities s u c h  as Mound are 
located in deciding how to best 
utilize the property at those 
facilities. The legislation also 
requires the Secretary of Energy 
lo issue guidelines for the sale or 
lease of land and equipment at 
the facilities, keeping in mind 
the communities' plans for the 
property. 

"The federal' government and 
the local community need to 
work together in deciding the 
future of Mound. This amend- 
ment helps ensure that the 
Department of Energy fulfills its 
obligation to return the Mound 
property in a clean and usable 
condition, and gives the commu- 
nity the tools to develop and 
~ilarket the property," Hall said. 

The Hall legislation is backed 
by the Energy Communities 
Alliance, an organization repre- 
senting 16 local governments 
around the country where clos- 
ing ~iuclear weapons plants are 
located. ~ i a n ~ i s b u r g  Mayor 
Dick Church is the group's 

: chairman. 
"This is legislation we have 

I~opecl for for a 'long time," said 
Church. "It is vital to the suc- 

: cess of the Mound commercial- 
i?.:ltion process." 

The Miamisburg Mound 
(li,nlmunity improvement 
(:orporation is eager to acquire 
several usable properties located 
ill Mound including two build- 
ings and a 40-acre lot which was 
oncc uscd by the Energy 
i)cl);crcnlcnt as a buffer zone. 

properties. 
The Hall legislation is intend- 

ed to clear up confusion over the 
authority of the Energy 
Department to take into consid- 
eration local reuse plans for the 
property. Under the guidelines 
called for in the Hall legislation, 
the Energy Department would 
be able to sell the property at lit- 
tle or no cost. 

The Hall legislation also 
allows the Secretary of Energy 
to exempt the recipient of prop- 
erty from liability for any unex- 
pected environmental hazard left 
by the Energy Department. This . 

provision is similar to current 
law that covers closing Defense 
Department bases. 

Without this liability exemp- 
tion, Miamisburg officials worry 
that no one will want to buy the 
property for fear that some envi- 
ronmental risk might develop . 

years in the future. 
The Hall legislation was. 

approved as an amendment to a 
larger Defense' Department bill.. 
The House is expected to vote 
on the full bill larer this- week. 
The legislation also requires 
approval by the Senate and the 
President before i t  becomes law. 

In 1993, Hall wrote legisla- 
tion making i t  easier for the 
Energy Department to lease 
property. That measure, which 
was signed into law, became the 
basis for most of the Mound's 
commercialization activities so 
far. 
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MOUND MOUND PLANT 
POTENTIAL RELEASE 

SITE PACKAGE . 
EnYCOnaenW-- - - - -Nb-tr:*,cce 
Restoration 
Program 

The following potential release site (PRS) package will be available for public review in 
the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, Ohio beginning . - 
July 15, 1997. Public comment will be accepted on these packages from July 15, 1997,. 
through August 17,1997. 

. . .  I\ , 
.. . 
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~uesebns can be referred to Mound's Community Relations at (937) 865-4140. 
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- 

Thursday, 
July 17;.1997 

6:00 p.m. 
Mound Cafeteria, 

0s-East Bldg. 

MOUND - 
Environmental 
Rcstoralion 
Program 

Tltc Mourtd Cofeteriu i.r located j~isr irrside rlre rttc~itr C~II I I .CI I IL .C  Iobh?. 
of the OSE Building at the rc~p of the Mairr Hill. Pirrkiri,p is plerrrifrrl 
artd free itlfto~it of the buildi~lg. 

Get Acquainted: 5 3 0  pm 
Program: 6:00 pm 

On the agenda: . 
- A look at the decision-making process for releasing ~ o & d  

buildings for reuse 
- Highlights from the annual Mound Site environmental report 
- A demonstration of OEPA's new-geology system 

& 

Gift from the Mound . . 
Mike Grauwelman, president of the Mound Community Improveme~rt Corporation, pre- 
sents a stylized photo montage of the Mound facility to Miamisburg Mayor Dick Church 1 
Jr. and the Miamisburg City Council in thanks for the support the city lras show* the 
Mound revitalization project over the past sexeral years. 

1: 



I v l l a r n l s u u r  y l u a w a  

Miamisburg, OH 
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THE MlAMlSUURGlWEST CAI3HOLLTON NEWS 

-- July 16. 1997 

Thursday, 
- MOUND 

July 17,1997 
6:00 p.m. 

Mound Cafeteria, 
..@ 

Environmental 
OS-East Bldg. Restorellon 

Program 

Get Acquainted:' 5 3 0  pm 
Program: 6:00 pm 

On thc ngcncln: 
- A look at the decision-making process for releasing Mound 

buildings for reuse 
- Highlights from the an~iual Mound Site environmental report 
- A den~onstratiun of OEPA's new geology system 



Miamisburg News 
Miamisburg, OH 
(W = 7,000) 

MOUND - - 

MOUND PLANT 
Environmental 

BUILDING DATA PACKAGE 
Restoration 
Program 

Notice of Public Review Period 
*; 

The following Building Data Packages will be available for public review in the 
CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, Ohio beginning July 
24, 1997. Public comment will be accepted on these packages from July 24, 1997. 
through August 26, 1997. 

Building 87: Explosives Testing Building 
Building 89: Detonator Storage Building 

1 

Questions can be referred to Mound's Community Relations at (937) 865-4140. 

MOUND 
. . MOUND PLANT . ' 

SITE PACKAGE 
POTENTIAL RELEASE 

Environmental 
Restoration 
Program . Notice of Public Review Period 

The Public Comment.Period has been extended for 30 days, from July 18, 1997, 
through August 18, 1997, for Potential Release Site (PRS) Package 320-325. 

This PRS Package has been placed and is available for review in the CERCLA 
Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Asenue. Miamisburg, Ohio. Public comment 
on this package will be accepted through August 18: 1997. 

7 - -  - - .. ... 

PRS 320-325: "Former Sites - Dayton Units 1-41.. . ' ' 
Dayton Warehous&cioto ~ i c i ~ ; ~ , ' t . ' '  .. . ..: . . . :. 

Questions can be referred to Mound's Corn~nunity Relations at (937) 865-4140. 



Checked out the abandonea atomic r-estliu LU 

site near YOU? . l k e m  can decsntaminated ,, 
-fairly readily [emphasis their's]. Iiow- 

he Departlnent of Energy is ready to ever, extensive disturbance of floors, walls 
closc. the books on tl~rec formerly ra- orplumbing will ~ndoubtedl~stir up much 
active sites in Dayton that were last . 'hot' dust wkich is presently'iq cracks, etc. 
aned in the era when scl~ool kids were . Incidentally such 

Id to "duck and cover" to protect them- disturbance would 
lves against a nuclear attack. : be costly." The site 

was decontami- 
nated and returned 

- - to the board- in 1950, 
. provided the con- 
tractor Monsanto be 
alerted to major 
changes in the build- 
ing that may stir up 

' the dust. 
Daytonschools 

Super in  tendent  
James said he was not aware .of 
the site's background. "Since you raised 

am concemed,%e s@d, and 
eck into the property. Thesi te 

maintenance equipment arid 
supplies, and siti across the street from 
.Grace A. Greene Academy, the city's mili- 
tary high school. ' 

Questions about the cleanup methods 
used were raised even in the 1950s. After 
thesite was'returned to the board of educa- - tion, the steering committee in charge of 
overseeing the cleanup reported that the 
site was "decontaminated as closely as 
possible to the tentative levels established 
as .a bas'is for this project," ai\d it recom- 
mend.ed.that "Definite contamination lev- 

* els for work or projects of this type s h d d  
be established,'' indicating deanup was ; 

j done withbut such standards. 

Questions about the 

cleanup methods used for 

ic Schools were 

Other sites up for public commer 
including two outside the city limits, il 

clude : 
PRS 320, 1515 Nicholas Road. TI 

site where Monsanto researched radiois 
topes including plu tonium-239 was deco 
taminated, then demolished and sold 
the late 1980s. It now belongs to QuaIi 
Chemicals. 

*PRS 324, a warehouse on the corn 
'of -East Third and Sears streets. It: us( - 
poloriium-210 for environmental monitc: 
ing samples and preliminary biologic 
studies on the affect of polonium on lab 
ratory animals. The site was cleaned a, 
returned to the building manager in 195 
' 

*PRS 321, adjacent to St. Henry Churl 
on Betty Lane. It produced rocket propt 
lent and housed explosives. The exp] 
sives wee  detonated on site, and the la 
S now a housing development. 

PRS 323, the old Runnymede Pla 
house in Oakwood. Extensive experimer 
were qnduded with polonium-210 n 
other compounds. The inside was high 
contaminated, and in 1950 the stiucti, 
was dismantled. Houses now sit on t. 
site. 

If any contamination remained ah 
the cleanup, it is possible that time to 
care of the polonium threat. Polonium-2 
has a half-life of 138 days, and the c 
classified fie indicates that any contar. 
nation that reniained at the sites should 
almost undetectable 45 years later. T 
PRS file also indicates suspected cobalt- 
relqases at. the West First Street a. 
Runriymede sites. 

Beca&e.of questions raised by the VC 
and bayton city officials, OEPA-has 
quested an extension of the public co 
ment period. Call 865-4110 for details. 7 
PRS file is available to the public in ; 
CERCLA reading room at the Miarnisbt 

. Senior Citizens Center. - Micltelle Ted/ 



6 A .  VIEDNESDAY, JULY 23. 1997 - USA TODAY 

Ohio 
 aho on - The federal govern- @ 'ment wants to close the book on the 

cleanup of four sites contaminated 
in the '40s by work on the atomic 

..> 

bomb. But environmentalists say 
the sites were last checked in 73 
and should be examined using cur- 
rent standards and guidelines 
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rn 
- Citv wants assurance that old radioactive 

J 

>ites are safe * 

n a y s  before the Department of Energy 
L-/ was rcady to close thc public com- 

-Id ment period onscvdralold radioactivesites 
in the Dayton area, key players in those 
sites knew little of the past uses of the 

a property and nothing of the public com- 

i 
ment period. Now that they know, they'd 
like some assurance that sites decontami- 
nated in the late 1940s are safe by today's 
standards. 

Dusty Hall, environmental manager 
for the city of Dayton, is pouring through 
the 250-plus page packet on the history 
and cleanup of three potential release sites 
(PRSs) in Dayton, one in Oakwood a n d ~ n e  

near the Dayton 
 all.  he sites were 

-We would like ,d to tst palo- 

to  have a h jgher nium, plutonium, 
explosives and 

level of comfort rocket propellent 
before 1950. The 

about  the . city learned the 
comment period 

closure process.' was ready t6expire 
- D,,s~,, ~ ~ 1 1  when Tllc Dnytorl 

Envirottmen&d Voice contacted the 
manager mayor for a com- ' 

ment. 
"We would like 

to have a higher level of comfort about the 
dosure process,"said Hall.ThePRSpacket 
includes mention of contaminated curbs 
and sidewalks atonesite, an issue of poten- 
tial concern to the public, he said. The next 
step may be to "get all the hcads together 
(DOE, renula tors, city. school board) and t 
figure out what wilf&atisfy everybody's 
curiosity," he said. 

The Dayton Board of ~ducation,which 

C owns one d the sites, and oakwood resi- 
dents now living on the old Runnymede 
Playhouse polonium testing facility were 
also unaware of the public comment period. 

: The original 30-day comment period, 
which was to expire July 18, almostslipped 
by environmental watchdog group 
Miamisburg Environmental Safety and 
Health. Sharon Cowdrey said her group 
requested to discuss the PRS sites at.a June 
Mound Action Committee meeting, but 
the item was moved to the bottom of the 
agenda and was never brought up. It was 
forgotten until early last week, when 
Cowdrey started calling her environmen- 
tal consultants. 

Ken Morgan, director of public affairs 
for the DOE Ohio field office, said public 
comment periods for PRS sites associated 
with the Mound ~ l a n t  are announccd 

the Intcrnct. The Dayton PRS sites were 
also announccd in this way, hc said. But 
since thesites are outside Miamisburg, the 
right pcople did not get the information. 

"We'll-make a point of-trying to find . 
ways to let people know," Morgan said. 

Notification of the extended public com- 
ment period, through Aug. 18, will be pub- 
licized in legal notices in the Dayton and 
Oakwood newspapers, he said. 

Peter Townsend, a professor of envi- 
rorunental science at Antioch College and 
a consultant for local environmental 
groups, was concerned about the level of 
decontamination achieved in an era when 
thorough cleanup had to be balanced with 
maintaining the secrecy of activities re- 
lated to the nuclear bomb. Akording to 
officialreports,most testing was done with 
polonium-210. Polonium decays quickly 
and the radioactive threat should be gone, 
if polonium was the only radioactive ele- 
ment used, he -said. Environmental consultants Stephen Me: 

"The official description gives you no (foreground) and Peter Townsend corn! 
assurance that something else wasn't hap- radiation readings at a' maintenance far 
pening," he.said. "Especiallyin those days, :: 0wned.b~ the Dayton School Board. 
the levels of secrecy and the level of duplic- ' . . 

ity in the Department of Energy was really 
quite high. So 1 don'tiknow how much 
confidence you can have in those reports." 

So Townsend and consulting partner 
Stephen Meyers made quick surveys look- 
irig for radiation at two sites. In order to . - . - .  
detect radiation'with his "crude" geiger 
counters, Townsend said, the area would 
have to be quite radioactivc: 

.The exterior of the remaining build- 
ingsat 1601 W.First St.,'used by the Dayton 
School Board as a maintenance school in 

. the '50s and '60s, showed no unusual ra- 
dia tion. The perimeter of the fenced area at 
1515 Nicholas Road, where Monsanto had 
a research facility that handled plutonium, 
also showed no radiation beyond back- 
.ground levels. . That's encouraging, 
Townsend said, but a more thorough sur- 
vey with sensitive equipment would help 
dear any doubt. 

Morgan of DOE said that some of the 
sites were reviewed in the 1970s, and that if 
the public is interested, W E  is williig to 
hear comments and respond with appro- 
priate action. 'Times change, values change 
and technology changes," he said. 

Public comment will be acce tcd 
through Aug. 18 atEC&G Mound Porn- 
munity Relations, 1 Mound Road, 
Miamisburg, Ohio 45343-3000, or through 
the Internet site at www-doe-rnd.gov. 

--Michelle Tedfard ~ . -  - ~ 

through a public ndticc in the Miamisburg 
newspaper and in the Mound calendar on 



Dayton Daily News 
Dayton, OH 
(S=230,000, D= 180,000) 

RELEASE 
SITIE PACKAGE 

Program 
Notice of Public Review Period Extended ., I 

The Public Comment Period has been extended for 30 days. from July 
18. 1997. through August 18. 1997. for Potential Release Site (PRS) 
Package 320-325. 

This PRS Package has been placed and is available for review in the 
CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Avenue. Miamisburg, 
Ohio. Public comment on this package wil! be accepted through 

' 

, . 
' August 18,1997. 

1' Questions can be referred to Mound's Cornrnunily Relations at (937) 865-4140: 1 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22. 1997 : 1 



Saturday. Julv 26. 1997 T~rnes Weekend Edition Paqe 9b 

SITE PACKAGE 

Notice of Public Review Period Extended 
~- . .~ . 

l%e ~ublic~onjment,~&iod has been extended for 30 days, from July 
IS, 1997, throbgh August 18, 1997, for Potential Release Site (PRS) 

Ohio. Public comment on this package will be accepted through ' ' 

August 18.1997. , 



Dayton Daily News 
Dayton, OH 
(S=230,000, D=180,000) 

MOUND PLAN 
i m- POTENTIAL 
i 4 

~. RELEASE 
i ' Environmental. SITE PACaGE 

Restoration 

I Program 
Notice of Public Review Period Extended 

I The Public Comment Period has been extended for 30 days, from July 
18,1997, through August 18, 1997, for Polenlial Release Site (PRS) . 
Package 320-325. 

This PRS Package has been placed and is available for review in the 
CERCI-A Public Reading Room. 305 E. Central Avenue, Miamisburg, 
Ohio. Public comment on this package will be acdepted through 
August 18. 1997. 

( f ~uestions can be referred to Mounds ~ o m r n u k t ~  ~=latio?r at (937) 865414b. 
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MOUND PLANT 
POTENTIAL RELEASE 

. .. 

SITE PACKAG~' 

he Action Memorandum (Final, Revision 1) for PRS 266 will be available for 



I U C I I I ~  lvews 
Dayton, OH 
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-1'l-IU RSD;\Y, JULY 3 1 ,  1997 
- 

M O " ' ~ .  MOUND PLANT 

. POTENTIAL 
' .RELEASE- . 

- ' Envlronmsnlrl 
Rotorallon 

SITE PACKAGE 
Program 

. 

Notice of ~ b l i c ~ e v i c w  Period l3xtcr;dcd 

Tiic Public Corlin~cnt Pcriod has bccn cxtcndcd for 30 days, from July 
18, 1997, through August 18, 1997, for Potcndnl Rclcasc Sitc (PRS) ' 

Packagc 320-325. . 

This PRS Package has been placed in the Driyton-Montgomery County 
Public Library, 215 East Third Slrcet, Dayton, Ohio 45902. Public 
conllncnt on this packagc will be acccpted through August 18, 1997. 

, . . .  . . . . .  ,-..;: {. ..,, *.....:4*, ,.... y-> 2.: ., j$. , ....;;f,y., .:- .- . ~ ; : . , ~ ; ~ i ; : ~ ~ i ~ ~ : : ~ : ~ ? ! ~ v : * ~ ; : ~ * & 2 . % .  '*.-:,'. ..: .P L- ' . - .g " '#? 
!::p~:$20-325:.;.6ime&S . ....... . . . . . . . .  _,- . :_. rtb tYJD~ft i ; i~~&~~' , l i~ />+* . , , . , -.za..+/ii 

, . , . ., , : . .;. :.;;....+; 32<. . ~j~~g;*~$~~&$G~gg~$&~~ii*itf$!*:g - . . ._. . 
., . . .. . . . .: . :. : .. , :. ..;; . 1, ..., ;<;i7.$?: (::, . .,..<+> &7&*r-- . -..>, , -<. :.?! ..: ;.c;y,f. .. ,:;, . .* :i ,&%..:,: 
- .  . ... . ;.. , . .-. .> -. ,. -. -.. ; !.;: d&;{-:;.!~~-?:;:::;:,;.:L:. -*.,+ . ,. . ." :, . . *;,;.::=~-'k 

Writtcn colnmcnts may.bc sent to Mound Community Relations, P.O. Box I 3000, Miamisburg, Ohio 45343-3000 or by E-Mail lo novksl@doc-rnd.gov. 
Quc'sdons may bc rderred LO Moudd's Communily Rcla\ions at (937) 8654140. 
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cox to. finis 
. .. . - . - -  . - . . - . -  - .. . ~- - . . . . . . - -- 

Cleanup of nuclear complex 
q o  be complete bv 2005 
u A 

By Dale Dempsey 

The environmental engineering 
company Babcock & Wilcox of Lynch- 
bur& Va., has won the contract to 
complete the fmal phase of the 
cleanup of the Mound; the former 
nuclear weapons plant in Miamis-. 

m e  Department of Energy made 
the.announce.ment F'riday afternoon,. . 
choos.ing'Babcdck & Wilcox over 

: Finby-basedaOHM.Corp:. . 
The wntract is worth an estimated 

million over the next five years. 
It marks the final transition for the 

of Energy, which built 
Laboratory to 

.make triggers for nuclear .weapons in ' 

1948 a t  the height of the Cold War. 
"Babcock & Wilcox'is a good com- 

' 

pany with roots in Ohio and solid 
experience with Energy Department 
nuclear issues," said Rep. Tony Hall, 
D-Dayton. "I expect to be actively 
.involved with the new contractor to 
protect worker safety and ensure the 
speedy cleanup of the Mound Plant 

. and eventual transition to productive 
commercial use." 

Miamisburg city officials also 
praised the selection of Babcock & 
Wilcox. 

The company will begin transition 
Sept.. 15 and officially. take over the.. ' 
operation Oct. 1. The Morind cleanup 
is being done by EG&G Mound 
Applied Technology, which hastoper- 
ated the plant since 1988. . . 

Final cleanup of the Mound35 
scheduled to be completed by Septem- 
ber 2005, although.there are incen- 
tives in the contract if work is corn- 

. pleted early. Much of the remaining 
work involves excavating contami- 
nated soil and shipping it to secure 

?he Department of Energy is 
authorized to transfer ownership of 
the property to the Miamisburg 
Mound Community Improvement 
Corp. for a technology and industry 
center. 

AboUt 850 workers at the Mound on 
Thursday received notice of potential 
layoffs. Babcock & Wilcox will rehire 
the workers it needs. The contract 
calls for the company to retain 225 
employees in two unions - Oil, Gas 
and Atomic Workers and United. 
Plant Guard Workers of America. 
The contract includes provisions 
such as union representatives on the 
corporate Mound Advisory Board, 
feesharing incentives $.o a&eleratt5. - 
:the exit and:ketrMxhg.k job fiexi< " bility . . ' ... , . ' .:. . . . . . 

.' :pet;; ~ e k n i &  of Babcock &'~i l i6x 
said that the n o d  process is to 
bring in a management team and use 
the on-site work force. The company 
is committed to applying its own cor- 
porate funds to create I50 new jobs in 
the f is t  year. 

Heckinan, 63, a former Navy vice 
admiral, will be in charge of the 
Mound operation. 

A draft version of the plan outlined 

in February identified programs to 
help career transitions and benefits 
that will be provided to workers who 
may be laid off, including severance, 
medical, education, relocation and 
outplacement benefits. 

Babcock & Wilcox will subcontract 
some of the work with Morris- 
Knudsen of Cleveland,.Roy F. ~ e s &  
Co. of Cincinnati and Los Alamos - 
Technical Associates of Golden, Colo. 

Babcock & Wilcox is a major unit o: 
McDermott International of New ' 

Orleans, an engineering concern tha? 
does between $2.5 billion and $3 bil- 
1ion.a :%g% year:@ is$..+ business .Fheri;6,Fr worldwide. 

eid, "Success means a clean site thai 
can host new industry' and support a 
more diverse economy. We are 
pleased that the Babcock & Wilcox 
Co. is willing to share our commit- 
ment to the Miamisburg community 
to speed cleanup safely and efficient1 
as well as create jobs." 

b CONTACT Dale Dempsey at 2252270 
or m a i l  him at dale~dempsey@coxohio.com 



Mound cleanup 
- 

by STEVE SANDLIN - 

Assistant Editor 
A new contractor has been chosen to manage the clean up and 

ansition of the U.S. Department of Energy's (DOE) Mound site in 

And, under the new contract, the clean up of the site is expected 
be completed in 5.3 year$ and more jobs will be added to help in %Miamisburg. 

the effort. 
On Friday, the DOE awarded the contract to the Babcock and 
ilcox Co., a Lynchburg, Va. based company, to complete the clean PV 

up and close DOE'S Mound site. The contract requires Babcock and 
llcox Co. to complete the clean up safely and efficiently in 5.3 

ears, less time than the originally projected nine years. # Also under terms of the contract, Morrison-Knudsen of 
Cleveland, Roy F. Weston of Easton, Pa. and the Los Alamos 

echnical Associates of Los Alamos, N.Mex. will be subcontractors 6 Babcock and Wilcox. 
The contract, estimated to be worth about $425 million, also 

equires Babcock and W~lcox to create 150 jobs locally in the first 
with the expectation of creating more jobs by the end of the k ct. Also, Babcock and Wilcox will provide various monetary 

'ncentives to the local community as part of the performance 
(Continued on Page 7) 

(Continued from Page I j 
they earn in achieving an accelerated exit date are to be 

shared with employees and the community on a predetermined ratio. 
"For the DOE, success means a clean site that can host new 

industry and support a more.diverse economy," said DOE Secretary 
Federico E. Pena. "We are pleased that the Babcock and Wilcox Co. 
is willing to share our commitment to the Miamisburg community 
to speed clean up safely and efficiently as well as create jobs. 

"The' Mound contract reflects the Department's reform efforts 
and underscores the Clinton 4dministration's pledge to protect the 
environment," he said. i, r 

Babcock and Wilcox of Ohio. Inc.. under the direction of Peter 
M. Hekman as president, will bciin executing the contract on Oct. 1 
after a 45-day contract transition period. 

"I om very pleased with the opportunity to lead this exlraordinary 
m in achieving the .DOE goal -of a safe, accelerated and cost 

transition of the Mound site to commercial use," said 
Hekman. "We all look forward to beginning our work at Mound in 
support of DOE and the Miamisburg community." 

Rep. Tony Hall (D-Ohio) said he was pleased with the DOE'S 
c*l-ctimn nf the npw Mniind r.r\ntract(lr. 



''Rabcock and Mfilcos is a good colnpany with rools in Ohio and 
solid experience with Energy Department nuclear issues." he said. 
"I expect to be actively involved with thc new contractor to protect 

1 worker safety and ensure the speedy clean up o l  the Mound Plant 
alld eventual trarisition to producrive commercial use." 

Hall has criticized the handling of worker safely issues at Mound 
d last year int!*ocluced legislation lo fosct: DOE to make changes 

tn safety procedures. Also, a provision he wrote passed the ~ o u s e  in IF June to speed up the transfer of propel-ty and equipment from the 

Mound to the city of Miamisburg to co~nply with the city's reuse 
plans. 

- . - .- - - - - -  - -  . - -  . - - . . - -~ 

City officials are pleased that a new contractor has been selected 

1 ~"itmisburg Mayor Dick Church Ir. and City Manager John 
: ~ei thofer  issued.the following joint statement on the selection: 

C "The announcement of a new. contrictor at Mound is  of primary 
importance to the city.of Miamisburg and its residents and we con- 
gratulate Babcock and Wilcox on its selection. The conversion of 
Mound from a government installation to a private industrial and 
technology park is well underway and we're confident in the abili- 
ties of Babcock and Wilcox to ensure the continued success of that 
transition. 
"City officials look forward to welcoming the firm into our com- 

munity and working closely with them until the Department of 
Energy's planned departure from the site in the year 2005." 



August 20.1997 

MOUND 
MOUND PLANT 

POTENTIAL RELEASE 
- SITE PACKAGE - - 

Environmental 
Restoration 
Program 

Notice of Public Review Period 
The following Potential  ele ease Site (PRS) package will be available for public 
review in the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, 
Ohio, beginning August 20, 1997. Public comment on this package will be 
accepted from August 20, 1997, through Sept. 22, 1997. 

Written comments may be sent to Mound Community Relations, P.O. Box 
3000, Miamisburg, Ohio 45343-3000 or by E-Mail to nowksl @doe-rnd.gov. 
Questions can be referred to Mound's Community Relations at (937) 865-4140. 

A 

m 
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August 27.1997 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

It was-an evening -of meeting 
new faces and congratulating 
familiar ones at the' Aug. 19 
Miamisburg City Council meet- 

E 
ing. 
: Council met the president of 
the new contractor for  the 
Mound, Babcock and Wilcox. 
President Peter Hekman said he 
and his company are looking 
i 
forward to working with the city. 
r "We have great plans for the 
Mound, great plans for the com- 
munity and great plans for work- 
ing with heiaid. 'We look 
forward to joining your commu- 

Council also formally met the 
city's new assistant city manag- 
.er, Dody Paraskos, and Mayor 
Dick Church Jr. administered 
the oath of office. 

City Manager John Weithofer 
honored two city employees 

QI (Continued on Page 9) 

Burg; council 
(Continued from Page 1)  

who completed special assign- 
ment for the city. He recognized 
Police Chief Ton1 Schenck for 
his service as-acting &ssistant - 

city manager and Assistant 
Police Chief Aubrey Baker for 
his service as acting police chief 
in recent weeks. 

"These were critical jobs and 
these two men really stepped 
forward," said Weithofer. "They 
did the jobs so well that they 
gave us the luxury of time to 
choose 'the best assistant city 
manager possible." 

Schenck presented framed 
displays of police department 
employee trading cards to coun- 
cil and to Monarch Marking 
Chief Executive Officer John 
Paxton. He said each police 
department employee had 3.000 
trading cards made to pass out as 

part of the department's commu- 
nity policing program. 

Monarch Marking picked up 
--- - 

the $5,00O~cost~of the cards a s a  
donation to the program. 

"It's businesses and people 
like those at Monarch h.larkirl$ 
that make this city such a speciat- 
place to live and work," said 
Schenck. 

CITY MANAGER John Weithofer congratulates Police Chief.Tom Schenck on a job wf 
done as Assistant Chief Aubrey Baker and Mayor Dick Church look on. 
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THURSDAY. SEPTEMBER 4,1997. 

By Dale Dernpsey 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

About 125 jobs at  the Mound in 
Miamisburg will be eliminated when 
the new contractor takes over the 
cleanup opera t i~ns  at  the former 
nuclear weapons plant Oct. 1. 

Babcock S: Wilcos, the company 
awarded the contract in August, has 
indicated that it will retain 751 of the 
880 employees at the plant. About 225 
employees represented by two unions 

- Oil, Gas and Atomic Workers and 
United Plant Guard Workers o f ,  
America - are not affected by the 
downsizing. 

A Babcock & Wilcox spokeswoman 
said the number of employees 
retained could vary in the next few 
weeks before tb.e company takes over 
the operation from EG&G iLIound, 
which has conducted the cleanup for 
the last six years. 

"The number 751 was proposed last 
week, but it was give or take a few," 

said Alicia Taylor of Babcock & Wil- 
COX. 
- Peter M.-Hekman, who is directing - 

the cleanup for Babcock & Wilcox as 
president, said the final number 
could be plus or minus 20. 

The cleanup of the Mound is 
expected to be completed under a 
Department of Energy accelerated 
program by February 2003 at a cost of 
about $425 million. Taylor 

SEE CLEANUP/SB 

CLEANUP: Change to cost 
625 jobs 

CONTINUED FROM 5B 

said additional downsizing could 
occur as  projects are completed 
during the cleanup. The plant 
will be turned over to Miamis- 
burg when the cleanup is fin- 
ished and turned into an  indus- 
trial and technological park. 

Babcock & Wilcox is also 
returning to a five-day work 
week. EG&G employees worked 
on a schedule of four, 10-hour 
days. Taylor said the change was 
to improve efficiency. 

The company is explaining to 
employees the new benefits pack- 
age. Some employees have com- 
plained about increases in insur- 
ance costs and pharmacy 
co-payments. 

Energy said that benefits would 
be comparable and I think some 
people interpreted con~parable to 
mgan equal." 

Employees retained by Bab- 
cock & Wilcox will no longer 
receive company-paid health and 
life insurance and matching pay- 
ments to the 401(k) plan have 
been reduced to 50 percent on the 
first 6 percent of income, accord- 
ing to Brad Iler of human servic- 
nc 
C..,. 

"It is not what the employees 
are used to, but I explained that: : 
in the commercial world our ben- 
efit plan is competitive," Iler : 
said: . I' F 

Hekman said that since the i < 
Mound has been in operation fork 
40 years, some employees are . ' 
looking at career decisions. . 5 

"It is never an  easv Drocess. b d  , . 
'raylor said the benefits pack- they are getting full? 6riefed," ; : 

age is the same for all employees Hekman said. ; 
of Babcock & Wilcox, a division i t 

ermott International Inc. ,CONTACT Dale Dempsey at 225-22fd 
Orleans. or e-mail him at - : , I  

are some differences, dale~dempsey@coxohio.com :. , ! 

d ,  

DAYTON DAILY ~ E W S  

some tradeoffs," Hekman said. 
"At one point the Department of 
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Cooling problem threatens Saturn mission 
-- _ ____-- _-_  - . -  _ -  - -  

- . .- - 

C A P E ~ ~ A V E R A L ,  Fla. - A blasting air conditioner has damaged NASA's Cassini spacecraft and . 

will probably delay its launch next month on a controversial, nuclear-powered mission to Saturn. 

Program manager Richard Spehalski said Wednesday that it will take at least a week to remove the - - - - 

spacecraft from the launch pad and repair the ripped insulation. 

Cassini is supposed to be launched Oct. 6 on the $3.4 billion mission to explore Saturn, its rings and 
moons. - 
L€ the launch is bumped beyond Nov. 4, the spacecraft will arrive at Saturn months or possibly even . 
years late because of the planets' shifting positions. As it is, it will take Cassini seven years to reach 
Saturn. 

. . . . 
Every day's delay means less scientific payback: The extra fuel that will be needed to get to Saturn 
will mean less fuel for scientific exploration. 

When asked if Oct. 6 still was achievable, the European Space Agency project manager for the 
landing probe threw up his hands and grimaced. 

"It's very disappointing but we're prepared to deal with it," project manager Hamid Hassan said. "The 
tear is there. For me, that's the worst that could happen." 

Foil and foam insulation on the European-built landing probe was damaged by an excessive flow of 
air, Spehalski said. 

The 55-degree air should have been flowing at 10 pounds per minute at about 140 mph onto the 
landing probe. In fact, for unknown reasons, it was shooting out at 30 pounds to 35 pounds per 
minute.at more than 400 mph. 

The landing probe is designed to parachute onto Saturn's largest moon, Titan, and is outfitted with 34 
slightly radioactive heaters. Because of these heaters, the probe needs constant air conditioning until 
launch. 

The insulating foil was tom nearly 2 inches, and the foam underneath also was damaged by the 
blasting air, which scattered foam particles. 

The U.S.-European project has been criticized because of the 72 pounds of highly radioactive 
plutonium that will be used to provide electrical power for Cassini during its 11-year mission. 

Some anti-nuclear activists, afraid plutonium could be showered on Earth in an accident, have 
threatened to try to stop or disrupt Cassini's launch. NASA insists the spacecraft is safe. 

a Cassini was moved to the launch pad last Thursday amid increased security and secrecy and placed 



Cooling problem threatens Satum mission 

on an unmanned Titan 4B rocket. The damage was discovered Tuesday. 

Page 2 of 2 

Spehalski dismissed any suggestion the problem was the result of sabotage. 

By 7he Associated Press 

ore Science and astronomy covera~g 

....- -... .......... - ......................................................................................... 
- - _  _ _ ~ -- - - -  - 

_ - - _ - 

o to Science digs 
Go to Life front Daqg 

Copyright 1997 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten or redistributed. 



Dayton  Daily News 
Dayton, OH 
( 5  = 230,000, D = 180,000) 

SPACE PROGRAM 

Plutonium.. 
craft riles 

F ~ h o s e  opposed to the 
vessel demonstrate at 
the White House 
and plan . .. a sit-in. 

By ~ a r r ~  Liprnan 
COX NEWS'SERVICE 

WASHINGTON - Stepping up 
their opposition to the nuclear- 
power.e&Cassini spacecraft, pro- 
testers Monday staged a demon- 
stration 8 the White House and 
vowed toitry s launch pad sit-in 
to block the mission toSaturn. 

While protesters chanted "no 
plutonium in space," U..S. Park 
Police arrested four demonstra- 
tors who knelt i n  front of the 
WhiteHou~e..  , . . . . ' 

Opporients of.the iaGich - 
scheduled.for between Oct. 6 and 
.Nov. 15 - cdlled oK.F!resident 
-Clinton to cancel'it. ~ruce . I< .  : 
Gagnon, state coordinator for the 
Gainesville-based Florida Coali- . . 
tion for Peace. and Justice, said 
attorneys have advised oppo- 
nents that they do not have legal 
grounds to block the launch. 

"What we have left is the court 
of public opinion," Gagnon said. 

The $3.4 billion mission to Sat- 
urn and its largest moon, Titan, 
is controversial because the craft 
is powered by batteries contain- 
ing 72,3 pounds of radioactive 
plutonium-238. Critics say hun- 
dreds of thousands of people 
could eventually die from cancer 
if the craft exploded or disinte- 
grated in the atmosphere. . 

.At a news conference, Michio 
Kaku, a physics professor at City 
University of New York, accused . 
NASA and the U.S. Department 
of Energy of using "fabricated 
numbers, pure guesswork, mas- 
querading as genuine science." 

NASA spokcslnan Donald Sav- 
age said "Cassini is a safe mis- 
sion" that has been reviewed by 
scientists inside and outside of 
government. 



Tuesday, Sept. 16,1997 The Middletown Journal 

a Mound fence dismantled 
- - - -- -. - - . - 

a 

The Associated Press 

-&I.W\qISBURG--- --Dickc- 
Church used to play on a hill- 
side next to the Mound nuclear 
weapons plant while the instal- 
lation was being built during 
the Cold War. 

"I remember mai.1~ times being 
run off by the guards," said 
Church, now mayor of this 

' southwest Ohio community. "It 
was a secure place." 

On >Ionday, Church watched 
as  the  8-foot-high, barbed-wire 
security fence came tumbling 
down. 

, 
With a roar and a plLme of 

black smoke, a track hoe dis- 
malltled the first section of 
fence, while workers with blow 
torches began removing fencing Associated Press 

from poles. Contractors begin tearing down the security fence at  the Mound nu- 
Construction began in 1947 a t  clear weapons plant in Miamisburg on Monday. . 

the  plant, where triggers were 
produced for nuclear weapons. "As you drove up the road here name - was closed to tourists 

Work was shrouded in secrecy to Mound, you saw razor wire, without a public announcement. 
for years. -Employees had to barbed-wire, very high fences," The mound was reopened after 
flash badges to armed security said Mike Grauwelman, head of the plant began operating. 
guards as  they entered gates the h'liamisburg Mound Com- "It was always a mystery what 
and passed through the fences munity Improvement Corp. was up here," said Lainla Lastikis, 
topped with razor wire: Grauwelman said 1,000 feet of who grew up in Miarnisbirg. 

When the Cold War ended, the fence would be removed initial- >lark Becker, a lifelong resi- 
U.S. Department of E ~ l e r g ~  de- ly,. with mere to fbllow. The se- dent, said he used to play golf 
cided to phase out defense work curity fence surrounds about next to Mound with his friends 

, there, leaving the cleanup of ra- 200 acres. when he was growing up. 
'dioactive waste as  the primary Residents were originally told "There was a mystique about 
activity. the plant would be a research Mound," said Becker, who now 

Community leaders pushed for facility for a chemical company. works for the plant operator. 
removal of the fence in hopes of Mys te~y  surrounded the project. "We always looked a t  this place 
changing the plant's image to Even a nearby Indian mound - and said, 'Wonder what they're 
attract private businesses. from which the plant got its doing there?"' 
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@Fences coming down to help 
promot-e growth at Mound: - _  _ . .  _ _. . 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Assistant Editor 

In what. was described a s  a "significant signal 
of the ~ o u n d  transition," workers began to tear 

. down long-standing security fences at the Mound 
Advanced Technology .Center (MATC) si'te -on 
Monday. 

City and.deferise conversion officials joinid:- 
Miamisburg citizens:at a special ceremony to wit- 
ness the removal ofsecurity fences along Mound 
Road. The project grew out of a recommendation 
made by 'a group of citi,zens examining the com- 
munity's image as part of Miamisburg's strategic 
planning process. 

The MATC is now the site of 28 businesses and 
240 employees from the private sector and "in ten 
to 15 years we hope to have 3,000 employees on 
the site," said Mayor Dick Church Jr. "The fences 
coming down will upgrade the image of the 

m o u n d .  
"A lot of people believe that good fences made 

good neighbors," he said. "In Mound's  case, 
though, it's community neighbors were concerned 

that the .image created by the high-security fences 
might actually discourage -new business develop- 
ment and.employment growth." . . .  

.~ ~ . . - . .  
. . . .  

. . .  
Miji Grauwelman,  president of the 

Miamisburg ~ o u n d  Community Improvement 
~ o r p ~ r a t i o n ,  the economic development organiza- 

: t ion . for . t i ie~ound,  said that while much of the 
-'-fencirig -and razor wire are being removed from 
public view, some security provisions must remain 
i n  place for the protection of ongoing U.S.  
Department of Energy activities related to space- 
craft power systems. 
The site will also maintain an industrial level of 

security. 
"If we want to be thought of as a technology 

and industrial park, we must look like one," -he 
said. "We believe that removing the fences will . 

help to visual1y"convey the message that we are 
open for business." 

"This- is a historic event, a step that is just the 
beginning for the transition of the Mound," said 
Church. 

MOUND w M O U ~ ~ D  PLANT 
POTENTIAL RELEASE 

SITE PACKAGE 
Envlronrnental Notice of Public Review Period Restoration 
Program 

The following Potential Release Site (PRS) package will be available for public 
review in the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, 
Ohio, beginning September 15, 1997. Public comment on this package will be 
accepted from September 15, 1997: through October 15, 1997. 

. . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  .... : . ,: .; :.... < .:.... ,. ....... ..: .,.,;<. : 

. : ~ : ~ ~ ; 6 3 ~ ~ ~ ~ : ; ~ i ~ ~ i l ~ ~ ~ t ~ & t i ~ ~  , ... - Building 29 ' . ;. T. . i :  . . . 
.... . . : 

: , ~ ~ R S ~ ~ 4 0 5 t ~ . ; ~ ~ s o i ~ o n & m i n a t i o n  - ~ ~ i l d i ~ ~  23,:;: , , .,, :.. . . . . .  . . . .  . . :  . . 
, -<;,, . :. ?;. 

-ms 4 l 0 : ! ; : ~ ~ i l ~ ~ ~ t ~ f i i ~ ~ t i ~  - Fue lo i l  : : ..;:,;, ;: . ..;. i. . . . : . . . .  . ., . . . 
. . . . . .  P,RS 4~~~~: ; : : " jo i l , .~~ntaminat ion  - Asphalt ~ ~ a a ~ ~ ~ y : ( ~ ~ d i ~ l ~ ~ i c ~ l )  

. ,. , . > :  . . .  . :. . . 

Written comments may be sent to Mound Community Relations, P.O. Box 3000, 
Miamisburg, Ohio 45343-3000 or by E-Mail to nowksl @doe-rnd.gov. 
Questions can be referred to Mound's Conimuni ty Relations at (937) 865-4 140. 



Fences coming down, but Mound still will maintain security for  DOE activities. 

h4OUND PJkAPJT 
BUILDING DATA PACKAGE 

Environmental ~ o t i c e  of Public Review Period 
fiestoration 
Program 

The following Building Data Packages will he available for public review in the 
CE12.(3LA Public Readmu Room, 302 E. Cer;~r.i!l A\le., Mian?i!;bu~.g, Ohio beginriing 
Septi3:ili;ei- . i Q ,..: 1907. Public 9 .  corninen: wi!) I:!;: : : \ c ~ i p t ~ ~ t  fir; ~hesr: packages fi-om 
Sepierr,i-,es 13: i 997: through Octobcr 20. i Cji37. 

I " BDPGIS ~ k l g k  G-oard Island 
1~ BDP GP-5 ~ l d h :  Guard Post 

B D $ ' B I ~ ~ .  1001 Training and Offices I 
BDP Bldg. 105: Parts Machining 

Written commsnts may be sent to Mound Cornmilni~y Relations, P.O. 'Box 3000, 
Mia~nisburg, Ohio45343-3000 or by E-Mail to nowksl@doe-rnd.gov. 
Ques t io~~s  can be referred to Mound's Co~nmunity Relations at (937) 865-4 140. - 
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Seplcrnber 24.1 997 

Take a mini-vacation in the 
Grand Bahamas which il~cluctes 
a three-night .stay in Freeport 
and  a i r fa re  l e a v i n g  f rom 
Cincinnati,  provided by Bank 
One and Babcock & Wilcox. 

D o  Washington D . C .  for  a 
weekend including airfare for 
two ,  a c c o m n ~ o d a t i o n s  at the 
h o m e  of  f o r m e r  Oh io  
Congressman Clarence J .  and 
Joyce Brown, lunch with Ohio 
Congressman Tony Hall and a 
tour of the U.S. Capitol, provid- 
ed by Tony Hall, Clarence and 
Joyce Brown, lMonarch Marking 
and  the M i a m i s b u r g  Fami ly  
Practice. 

e Rekindle the romance  with 
nne r  f o r  t-wo a t  A lex ' s  

Restaurant and a one-night stay 
at the Enzlish %lanor- Bread ;anr.l 

Brcakfast, provided by Alt.:i':< 
Continental Inn and the Eng!i!.ii 
Allanor. 

Enjoy an elegant dinner pas:? 
without the fuss when Ko!lltrr 
Catering brings dinner for six ti,  

10 people to your.ho&e. 
Treat the family to a full se;v 

son of Raider basketball exci:i:-- 
ment with a family pass pro\*i\!.. 
ecl by Wright State University. 

Flash those  pear ly  white:.; 
with a package from the Dr~?t:.ii 
Depot which includes x-ray?;. 
cleanings, etc. for a family of 
four, provided by the  Denta! 
Depot. 

Or take a flight in history dl: 
the Wright B Flyer. 

These are just a few of the 
wonde~.ful items up for auction 

(Con!it:?~t.c! u:i I*r~gc 3 )  

(Continuccl frorn 1':tgc 1 )  

a s  p:ii.t of' the Miamisbu rg  
Hi?rtor.icnl C o m m u n i t y  
Pa~.tnership's ( H M C P )  annual 
Fundr.r~ising auction at 6:30 p.m. 
S e p t .  27  at t he  Baum Opera  
House. 

Adrnissiorl to the event will 
be .R 15 for a couple or $ I0 each 

for. a single person. 'Tickets are 
available from board members 
of the HMCP or. by calling 847- 
6456 or  847-0290 and will be 
available at the dool- if the event 
is nor sold out. Hors d'oeuvres 
catered by Koehler Catering will 
be available, as  well as a cash 
bar. And the variety of goods 

and sesvices that will bi' ; l \ ' ; : ! i -  

able to bid on at the rcguiar ariii 
silent auctions planned 1s tiuge. 

Doug Sorrel1 will be [lie ;!tic- 
tioneer at the evcnt. MnstcrC~~rd 
and Visa will be accepted i l l  

payment  of i t ems  b o ~ i g h r .  
Donations of goods to bc auc- 
tioned are still being sought. 
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ony honors llew fence 
B Technology developed 
-at-Mound is-not at the end 
of its usefulness. 

By Marcy Lisle 
FOR THE DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

A fence that stood for more 
than 50 years, representing a 
time-when Miamisburg was'a 
major force in  the bombbusi- 
ness, lias been torn down. 

As Mound shifts from a 
defense product site to a techno]. 
ogy and iutlustrial park, 1,000 
feel of fol-bitl:lin@. 1-azor-w i:*o 
fc~icc bcirig inovcil i 11 c r i i  otYici:-1 l 
ceretnony is ;i visjble remi~!de!- 
to the comnlunil: rhal- a chz~nge 
is undei- way. 

"It's syinbolic in a nuii~ber of 
ways," said Mike Grauweln~aii, 
president of the Miamisburg--- 
Mound Coinmunity Improve- 
lnent Corporation, the economic 
developnlent organization fa-  
the Mound Advanced Technol- 
ogy Center. "It's the end of the 
Cold War. It's analogous to the . 

Berlin Wall conling down." 
But the technology developed 

at Mound, which contributecl to 
the end of the Cold War, is not at 
the end of its usefu1uess:By capi- 
talizing on the innovations 
researched, designed, manufac- 
turerl and tested on the site. 
Grau~\~elmau hopcs to I ~ u i l t l  a 
successful coli;~nurcial i.utet.1 
prise cd1l:pIc~. 

With more than 1.3 i!~illioa 

square feet in Mound, the poten- 
tial for the facility is enormous. 
As the7Department of Energy - - 

- . - . . - . 

gradually releases space and . 
equipment to the improveme:lt 
corporation. they can, in turn, 
lease to privately owned busi- 
nesses. Currently, there are 28 
businesses-operating in Mound 
and occupying some 200,600 
square feet. 

According to Mayor Dick 
Church, during the nest 20 
years; 3!000 jobs -- 600 more than 
in Mouncl's peak enlplojr~nent - 
coultl be created in the industrial 
center. 

''Itis going to iltlli,, nnl: or!Jy 
i\:liamisi:~irg':; ~:~:onouiy. I,ui ille 

SEE I\/IOUND/7 

WILLIAM P. CANNON/DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

Contractors-from John P. Raish Inc. tear down a piece of the fence around the Mound t7esear'cti Faciiity in 
Miamisburg. The fence is being removed in an effortto change t i-~e i ~ r ~ a g !  o i  irie olice ri:gi.~i)i seciits a~ ld  
top secret facility. 



MOUND 
CONTINUED FROM 1 

whole Miami Valley's," Church 
said. 

And the removal of the fence is 
seen by nlany as another way of 
announcing to the co~nmunity 
that the DOE'S five-year time 
frame for completing.the facili- 
ty's cleanup is d~awing closer. 

"It's (the fence's removal) sym- 
Ijalic that a change is taking 
flace," Church said. "We are not 
b>ilding bombs anymore. We are 
going to be building high- 
technology jobs." 
; The idea to remove the sections 

cff security fence no longer 
4eeded stemmed from a recom- 
rinendation this year by a group 
4f citizens examining the com- 
~punity's image as part of 
Miamisburg's strategic planning 
Qrocess, Gary Giles, the city's 
public information officer, said. . 

.The group also recommended a 
ceremony to accompany the . 
removal.  he^ made it a priority," he 
s$d. '.'Were it not for them;I 
d'qn't think-it would have hap- 

q e n e d  this soon.'' 
Grauwelman said while there. 

vill continue'to be industrial- 
level security at the site, and 
s'ecurity provisions for ongoing ' 

DOE activities related to space- 
craft power systen~s, the impos- 
ing facade that was once required 
is no longer com~nitted to the eco- 
nomic development of the site, he 
said. 
!;And for people like Mayor 

church, who has childhood mem- 
ories of the fence, last month's 
ceremony marking the beginning ,- 

of its removal was especially 
important. 

"As a kid, I watched the site 
being bu'ilt and the guard would 
chase me and the neighborhood 
kids away from the fence," he 
said. "I never dreamed I would 
see the fence come down some 
day." 
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. MOUND . .. . 
October 16, 1997 

7:00 pin .  . . . .. 
Envlmnmentel T.hc'.Experi-Ce~iter'lo.cuted il t . .  

Re810ratlon Prpgram S t .  John's Lutheran -Church 
470 S. ~ e b h a r t  Ch'trrih l t d .  

Miamisbul-g, Ohio 

I 
MIAMISBURG 

On thc agenda: 
- A look at ~ h c  Expcri-Ccl~tcr ant1 its work in ci iv i~:o~l~l ic~~t: i l  ant1 

science education for stutlcnts 
- Groundwnlcr protcclion pl:uls in the c i )~~ imui i i iy  
- Slatc ;u~nunl rcporl olltlic &lou~lJ sitc 
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Miamis burg oficials will 
I meet with energy secretary 

or 

.- 

Miamisburg Mayor Dick will remain a vital issue in this The MMCIC is a non-profit 
Church Jr., City Manager John community for several years to economic development agency 
Weithofer and two officials come," said Church, who also of the city that oversees the 
from the Miamisburg Mound participated in discussions ongoing conversion of Mound 
Cornmu ni ty Improvement with former Energy Secretary to a private, commercial facili- 
Corporation (MMCIC) will Hazel O'Leary during her four ty. President Mike 
join members of the Energy year tenure. "Secretary Pena Grauwelman and board mem- 
Communities Alliance (ECA) has been supportive of the  ber Bob Bell are representing 
Board of Directors this week Miamisburg project s ince  the MMCIC in Washington. 
in Washington D.C. for a become secretary of energy In addition to the meeting 
meeting with Secretary of earlier this year, and we're with Secretary Pena, officials 
Energy Federico F. Pena on looking forward to  meeting also plan to  meet with the  
Friday. Church is national fact-to-face and discussing staffs of U.S. Senators John 
chairman of ECA. continued progress at Mound Glenn and Mike Dewine and 

"The DOE'S environmental and other DOE facilities across U.S. Representative Tony Hall 
cleanup and exit from Mound the country." while in Washington. 

' s j f ie  t.2 - -. ,. 4 . 
"2 ,. , . . . > 
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Nuke waste plan clears hurdle. . . .  

B A final decision from- after next May. - 

the U.S. EPA on the The repository would bury 
plutonium-contaminated waste 

undergr'o~nd New Mexico from the nation's defense indus- 

site is due in May. try 2,150 feet underground. The 
waste generally consists of 
drums of contamiilated protec- 

By Sue Major Holmes tive clothing, tools, equipment, 
ASSOCIATED PRESS sludge and soil. 

  he project is considered a cor- 
ALBUQUERQUE' NM. The nerstone in the Energy Depart- federal government's plan to 

bury nuclear waste in the salt ment's strategy for cleaning up 
becls soutlleastel.,l New h!lexico government nuclear waste sites. 
iec;.i:.,7cc; 3 pl.c!inlil:nq. gc .~ :~eac !  The public has four lnonths tn 
'fbursda\- from the U,S, Ellviron- conl~nent 011 the EPA tlecision. 
n~ental Protection Agency. The EPA will issue its final deci- 

After two decades of heated . sion next Spring. 
debate, the decision sets the stage . The EPA said the final ruling is 
for the $1.0 billion Waste Isola- subject to conditions related to 
tion Pilot Plant to open solnetinle just what radioactive elenlents 

. - 
and hazardous chenlicals the : - - - - - -- -. -. - . . . - 

waste contains, how it would be 
sealed inside the repository arid 
how the site would be marked-so 
future generations wouldn't a'cci- .... . 
dentally drill into it. ...; 

The repository would receive ' 
.about 37,700 waste shipments.~.:- 
over its estimated 35-year life:?: 
from 10 federal sites in 10 states; 
including Ohio. . . 

Opponents have raised ques- 
tions about pockets of brine 
below the repositol-y; concerns 
over niining c-uicl tirilliilg ill tile 
area, the instability of the cur-' 
rently excavated storage rooms 
in the salt and the safety of haul- 
ing radioactive waste hundreds 
of miles to southernNew ~ e x i c o .  
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Former Mound site 
operator fined $1 12,500 - 

B the Department of 
Energy says EG&G failed 
t~ .inonitor workers for 
conbmination. - .  - 

., .- . - . .. .'.. . . . 

~ifdale Dempsey 
D A ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ A I L Y  . . _  . NEWS 

. .. .. ' - - .  

~ & ; ~ e ~ a r t i n e n t  of.Energy 
~ l i ~ s d a y  levied a;$112,500 civil 
pehalt$aaginst EG&G Inc. of 
Wbllesley, Mass., the former con- 
tractbr a t  the Mound site in. 
 amis is burg, for failure to moni- 
tot:kadi.oactive contamination of 
x$kers. 

jIdis:the largest penalty 
irti'p'&ed by the department since 
th$I?~ice-Anderson enforcement 
p*&$m, which gave the DOE 
ex$anded powers to regulate the 
nuclear: industry, went into law 
two years ago. Rabcock&Wilcos 
took over the Mound site honl 
EG&G on October 1. 

: '~h 'k i s  a Serious violation of 
he'jlhgnd safety rules," said 
Pete! N.. Brush, acting assistant 
secietary for environment, safety 
aqd:health. "Our ability to pro- 
tect';vorkers from potential 
health risks from radiation expo- 
sure relies on accurate monitor- 
ing." 

'rhr violations cited fal! into 
two categories: 
). Approximately 108 workers 

failed to submit urine samples in 
1997 as required by their radia- 
tion work permits. While EG&G 
identified and reported the prob- 
lem in February of 1996, it was 
not resolved, according to the 
DOE. 

b EG&G failed to properly cal- 
culate worker exposures based 
on the samples. As a result, some 
workers may have received inter- 
nal doses of up to 860 millirem of 
plutonium 238, a radioactive sub- 
stance that can cause health 
problems. The annual limit for 
internal doses of plutonium 258 is 
5,000 millirem. 

In 1995, the Oil, Chemical and 
Atomic Workers Union, Local 07- 
4200 filed a lawsuit in U.S. Fed- 
eral District Court over the same 
issues. 

"We appreciate the Departlnent 
of Energy sending this loud ant1 
cleal- message that violations of 
worker health and safety rules 
will not be tolerated," said Gary 
Nolley, OCAW Local 05-4200 pres- 
idenr. 

The union is calling for an on- 
site inspector to watch for viola- 
tiol~s of the Price-Anderson pro- 
gram. 

Jane Greenwall, spolzesperson 

'We appreciate the 
Department of 
Energy sending this 
loud and clear mes- 
sage that violations 
of worker health 
and safety rules will 
not be tolerated,' 
GARY -NOLLEY 
OCAW Local 07-4200 president 

for the DOE in Miamisburg, said 
that BabcockbWilcox is follow- 
ing the required safety monitor- 
ing. 

C 

Martin Reynolds, spokesperson 
for EGQG. said the company is 
revien7ing the notice, but added 
that, "We believe the fine is 
unjustified and unreasonable." 

Reynolds said that to the com- 
pany's knowledge no injuries 
occurred and the workers were 
in no danger. 

b CONTACT Dale Denipsey at 225-2270 
or e-mail him 
dale~dempseyOcoxohic.com 
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operator 
draws fine 
The ~ssociated Press 

MLAMISBURG - .The U.S. De- 
partment of Energy has fined the 
former operator of the Mound nu- 
clear weapons plant for 'allegedly 
violating worker safety rules, the 
largest penalty since the agency 
began, imposing fines last year. 

The $112,500 civil penalty 
eclipses the $56,250 fine levied in 
August on the Sandia Corp., 
which operates Sandia National 
Laboratories in New Mexico, En- 
ergy Department spokeswoman 
Jayne Brady said Friday. 

The department began fining its 
contractors in 1996 after receiv- 
ing authority under amendments 
to the Price-Anderson Act. 

The department said the former 
operator .of Mound - ,EG&G Inc. 
of- Wellesley, Mass. - failed to 
properly monitor radioactive con- 
tamination of workers. . , . 

The Middletown Journal - A3 
-. -- . . - . - - - - - 
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,COLD WAR 

Ds Mound spy 
l'hroughout the Cold War. 

workers at  the Mound Plant in 
Miamisburg developed and built 
a small but crucial element of a 
nuclear bomb - the initiator or 
"trigger" that begins the nuclear 
chain reaction. For more than 40 
years, they worked in an atmo- 
sphere of secrecy and intense 
security. 

But by March 1949, scientists 
in the Soviet Union knew all 

about. the work being done at  the 
Mound and the knowledge 
enabled then1 to mass produce 
bonibs. 

The information was most 
likely.passec1 to the Soviets by an 
A~nerican physicist named The- 
oclore "Ted" Hall, who spied for 
the  Soviets from 1943 until the 
early 1950s, according to a new 
book, Bombslzell: The Secret 

BOOK: Scientist 
believed to be leak 
CONTINUED FROM 1A 

will not adinit to specific acts of 
spionage, according to Albright, e, ut the timing of the leak to the 

Soviets makes him the most 
likely source. 

. . "No other known American 
agent'acti\:e at the time would 
hive had access to the i~lfornia- 
tion," said Albl.ight. "None of the 
others fit this opportunity." 

A nuclear explosion requires a 
burst of neutrons fired into a 
radioactive material such a s  ura- 
nium 235 to juinp start the atonlic 

. chain reaction. The American 
,bombs used a polonium-. 
beryllium initiator, in which a 
small amount (about 50 curies) of 
polonium 210 begins the process. 

In 19:iCj ;;::~loni~irn 212 was bcit~g 
:-?:>f\l: . .. :!r ! I > < . .  I ? , ? ,  ;.:::!.~t,-j;, :!> I.!::;>. 
5.1rtl. !Yi.~sf.~., \;:l!c:l.d i l ~ e  h r ! a v ~  
i:letal bismuth wriultl be irrntiiat- 
cd, leaving small amounts of 
polonium 210. At the Mound 
Plant, workers using glass vats 5 
feet tall and 2 feet in dia~netcl' 
extracted the poloi1iunl~ from the 
bismuth in a delicate chcmical 
process. 

-Before 1949, according to 
lbright and Icunstel, the Soviet 

Union could find only ininute ." 
amounts of poloniu~n that 
occul.red in nature. Soviet scien- 
tists used another radioactive 
clenient,'ratlium, to begill the 
chain rcac'tition in theil- c;~rlg 

bombs. 
However, constructing one 

bomb required almost the total 
supply of radium aiailable in 
Russia, keeping the Soviets from 
mass producing the weapons. 

On March 1,1949, a docu~nent 
landed on  the deslc of Soviet spy- 
n~as t e r  Lavrenti Reria that accu- 
rately desci-ibecl the process 
being used at the Mouncl foi. 
estracting polonium fro111 bis- 
muth. 

"Alnlost imn~ediately after 
receiving the document the Sovi- 
ets built a factory to duplicate . 
what happened at the Mound," 
Albright said. 

Albright and Kunstel obtained 
a copy of the document describ- 
ing the polonium process ti.rj~:i 
S v v i e ~  a~rl l ivc:~.  11,s ;.\[I! t!c:.ni if:::\. . .  . 
'>.,'.'I:: ~[)fill!.iiii:(i : I )  i I i (#.;! ' ' . .  i!:.,'.,:. 

s.\:itil ~ ~ ; l ( ~ ~ t X i l '  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ v s ! < ~ ~ .  :I 

formel colonel in the 1((.;13, 1-!;:1 

Soviet intelligence service. 
Albright said he asked Hall 

specifically if he \vas the SDIII.(.C 
of the illfonnation on tllc klollntl 
process, but clitl not get a direct 
affirmation. 

"While he takesresponsi bilit): 
ili general for his activities. he is 
reluctant to gef jn:o tlenyillg 01. 

confil-niing specific passilg(?s ill 
the book," Albright saicl. 

b CONTACT Dale 1)crnpsey at 225.2270 
or by e.r~lail at 
di1le._dernpseyt3cc,xollio.c~~11~ . 

li~unstel. The authors \Yere most . 

recently foreign correspondents . 
in Moscow for Cox Newspapers, 
parent cqmpany of the Dayton 
Daily A1iwsl Their inforination 
coines from recently declassified 
intelligence documents in the 
Soviet Union and the United 
.States. 

Hall, who is living in England, 

SEE BOOK/4A 
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Security ,' - " -  
lax at weapons labs, 

GAO argues 
.* .' . .~ %. 

6 . * :only .+ 5 percent of report was obtained Thursday 
Rds$ian and Chinese by The.Associated Press and was 

dsitors had to be released Friday. 
Auditors from the congres- 

background checks. sional watchdog agency exam- 
. . . . 

. . ., 
ined security checks on visitors 

. .. from 22 countries listed by the . 

By l$hn Diamond Department of Energy as 
ASSOCIATED PRESS . . "sensitive." A majority of the 

WASNINGTOS -- The 
Department of Energy failed to 
conduct background checks on 
h u m e d s  of Russian and Chi- 
nese'scieiltists, officials and 
ofie6visitors to the three U.S. 
n ~ i c i e q  weapons laboratories; a 
congressional report says. 

Some of the individuals 
allowed access to the three weap- 
ons labs - Lawrence Livermore 
in California and theLos Ala- 
mos and Sandia laboratories in 
New Mexico -were later shown 
to have "suspected'foreign intel- 
ligence connections," the Gen- 
eral Accounting Office said. 

,4t tivo of the nation's three 
nuclear weapons labs only 5 per- 
cent of the visitors - often sci- 
entists, weapons experts or 
researchers - were put through 
background checks from 1994 
through 1996, the GAO said. Its 

visits, 3,701; were b y  ~ u s s i a n s  or 
Chinese. 

"By checking the backgrounds 
ofso few visitors from sensitive 
countries, particularly to Los 
.Alamos and Sandia, DOE limits 
the collection of basic counterin- 
telligence data and may be 
unknowingly allowing signifi- 
cant numbers of visitors with 
questionable backgrounds into - 
its weapons laboratories," the 
GAO concluded. . 

Of the 1,464 visitors from Chi- 
na, only 199, or fewer than 2 per- 
cent, were checked. Of the 2!237 
visitors from Russia, 451 visi- 
tors. or 2 perccwt. were checked. 
the (;A0 auditors said. 

The report critici~ed other lax 
security procedures at the labs, 
including allowing foreign visi- 
tors after-hours access and leav- 
ing sensitive information in 
areas accessible to the' visitors. 
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Easy access granted to 
nuclear weapons labs 
The ~s&iated Press 

WASHINGTON - Thousands of 
scientists, researchers and offi- 
cials fi-om Russia and China 
gained access to the three U.S. nu- 
clear weapons laboratories with- 
out security background checks, a 
new congressional report finds. 

The General. Accounting Office 
report cited the Department of 
Enerby labs. - Lawrence Liver- 
more in California and the Los 
Alamos and Sandia laboratolies 
in New Mexico - for lax security, 
including an  instance in which 
boxes marked "sensitive materi- 
als9'.sat in hallways accessible to 
the foreign.vjsitors. 

Some of the individuals allowed 
access ' t o  the labs were later 
shown to have "suspected foreign 
intelligence connections," said the 
report, obtained by The Associat- 
e d  JJ1.css on Thursday. it <.\.as set. 
for i .~:e i t~e  toii;iy. 

"DOE has !,roccdii~~es that re- 
r,bt.aifiil::_j iliic?.-t:.*~ . .-. 2~t:-!<.i ' 

chccks. i!ut thest: r)~oc~clut .c? :I:-? 

not: Leing enfo~.cd," accorcling LO 

the report by. the congressional 
watchdog agency. 

Because of the lack of' clear cri- 
teria for identifying visits that 
posed security risks, "sensitive 
subjects may have been discussed 
with foreign gationals without 
DOE's knowledge and approval," 
the GAO found. 

The report focused on visits in 
1994,1995 and 1996 by citizens o f  
22 countries on the DOE's "sensi- 
tive" list, including Russia, China, 
Iraq, Iran, Syria and Libya. 

A total of 5,472 visitors fi-om those 
22 countries.came to the DOE labs. 
Only 892 visitors, or 16 percent, 
were given background checks. 

At. Los Alamos and Sandia, only . 

5 percent of foreign visitors from 
sensitive countries were checked. 
Visitors from Russia. and .China 
made u p  the bulk of these cases. 

The Energy Department agreed 
\-;it11 the repol-t's rccommenda- 
tions.anc1 said it i s  taking exten- 
si\-c s tej ;~ to i!t~)~!.oi-c .-;::c~,:-i ly. 
: 3 ~ ; i  <i(;i,i:,;.:<:-.,., i; <:,.j< tlji: 
;-cpol.t placc~l ::on ~l~iici;  ~ l ~ ~ ] i h i . ~ ~ i i :  
on backglou~lti chccks. 
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Critics Wander If Mound Fine 
Will Mend The Problem 

BY GEORGE LOBSENZ 

More than two years after the problems were first exposed, the Energy 
Iepartment last week belatedly fined the former operator of its Mound 
acility $1 12,500-DOE'S largest contractor penalty to date-for re- 
leated serious lapses in radiological monitoring of workers at the Ohio 
tuclear weapons site. 

The fine comes amidst continuing worker concerns about whether 
)OE's new Mound contractor, Babcock & Wilcox, will remedy the 
nonitoring problems. 

DOE officials said they considered the violations by EG&G Inc, the 
vorst they had seen since the department began its Price-Anderson 
tuclear safety enforcement program two years ago. The action against 
JG&G represented the first time the department has cited a contractor for 
: Severity I violation, the most serious type of infraction under its Price- 
lnderson program. DOE also reduced EG&G Mound's management fee 
by $300,000 due to the monitoring program problems. 

DOE officials said the two-year delay in penalizing EG&G was due to 'rn staff in its Price-Anderson enforcement office and the "technical 
xity" of assessing the worker monitoring problems. 

However, during the same period of time, DOE has been in intense and 
letailed legal negotiations with a Mound workers' union on settling 
itigation over the EG&G violations-and DOE'S slow response to fixing 
he problems. 

The finc was for major breakdowns by.EG&G in failing to submit urine 

(Continued on page 2) 

Mound Fine.. . (Continued from page one) 

or other bioassay samples taken from nuclear cleanup workers for 
routine testing for radiological contamination. Later testing indi- 
cated some of the workers had been contaminated. DOE said at 
least 108 cases were identified in which the bioassay samples were 
not submitted for testing in 1997, as was required under the 
contractor's radiation work permits. 

The department also pointed to improper calculation of radia- 
tion doses received by workers who had submitted bioassay samples 
While EG&G said those workers rece~ved no dose, corrected 
assessments indicated some workers may have absorbed pluto- 
nium-238 contam~nation. 

DOE said EG&G exacerbated those problems by failing to take 
effective corrective action. Although those problems were firs1 
identified in 1995, EG&G failed to take steps to fix the faulty 
monitoring program-and DOE took no timely enforcement ac- 
tion to force a remedy. 

The poor response by EG&G and DOE prompted one Mounc 
workers' union, the Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers (OCAW) 
to file suit in August 1995 accusing EG&G of gross mismanage- 
ment of worker safety programs and even intentional concealment 
of hazardous working conditions. 

The suit said EG&G did not properly test workers for exposure 
to radioactive contaminants and failed to tell some workers wher 
testing indicated they had been exposed. More than two dozen 
workers did not learn about exposures for years after the fact 
including one electrician who was not told until 1995 that he wa5 
exposed to plutonium from work he performed in the crawl space: 
of a contaminated building-in 1970. 

In line with its traditional contractor indemnification policies 
DOE provided the legal defense for EG&G and for the past twc 
years has been negotiating with OCAW on a settlement. Source: 
said the litigation is close to final settlement. 

Meanwhile, EG&G's Mound contract expired in Septembe~ 
and DOE chose Babcock & Wilcox as the new contractor for thc 
Miamisburg, Ohio site. 

B&W officials said Thursday that corrective actions alread) 
have been taken. 
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Mound fined for sloppy 
- - -. plutonium monitoring . - 

I f the workers at the Mound Plant in 
Miamisburg were exposed to dangerous 
levels of p l u t o n i m  the operators of the 

plant would never haw known it because of 
numerous problems with their employee rnoni- 
toring program. 

B e a u x  of the problems wlth the monitor- 
mg program - and because these roblems 
vemn'rreported ormrrectedina tim& way - 
ECbrC, Inc.. the former operator of the Mound 
Plant. was fined 41 12,500 by the Department of 

-1ating-the data using the worst possible caw 
scenario, the highest d w  workers would have 
been exposed to is 17 milirempper year. 

The fme against ECM; is the largest civil 
alty issued since the PriceAndenon en- 

E e m e n t  p w a m  t ~ ~ k  effect in 1988. Price- 
Anderson u a k d m l  statute that sets higher 
safety penalti- aiid allows contiacton previ- 
ously protected fmm civil penalties to be fined. 
The highest possible civil pma1.v was issued to 
E C K  because the..mmpany did not identify, 

Energy last week. The site, r rp r~k  or correct problems 
owned by tht DOE, is a w ~ t h  their testing p w r a m  
former nuclear 
wcapans plant. 

First, the company did 
not adequately monitor the 
plant's employee testing 
program, whtch requires 
workers to submit urlne 
samples after complehng a 
lob so their exposure to ra- 

- .  - 
in a timely manner. 

The fine against EGGG ECM; has  days 
to review the penalty. If they 

is the largest civil accept it, the fine will be 
paid to the U.S. Treasury, 

penalty issued since the sald Department of Energy 
spokesperson ) a p e  Brad y. 

Price-Anderson The company also may ap- 
~ e a l  to the De~artrnent of 

hiation can b; checked. In , drogrom Lergy enfnrcekent office 
1997, E G G  did not collect If  the DOE dsapees  with 
requiredu"J'esarnples horn took effect  in 1988. the appeal, the Gparhnent 
I08outofappmximak~y8SO of Just~ce will go to court to 
employeeseven after a 1996 collect the fine - D ~ E  review showed that the 
company was aware of problems m ~k testing 
program. 

Second, EGM; failed to use the b e t  avail- 
abledata whena~lyzmgthewmples that were 
submitted, resulting in a mathematical error in 
thecalculation of employees' exposure levels to 

utonlum 238. Some employees may actually t, ve been exposed desp~te m i v i n g a  test score 
of zero because the zero recording represenrs 
the mathematical error. 

However, after recalmlatingthe data From 
theurinesnmples, the WE hasdetermined that 
none of the workers were exposed to a danger- 
ou~levelofpluton~um.The replatory,ormaxi- 
mum, exposure level is SOOO milirems per year 
- far below the level at which observable ef- 
fects would occur, said Jane Creenwalt of the 
DOE Ohlo Field Office in Mlam~sburg. We are 
wically exposed to MOm~liremsper year from 
naturally occurrrng ndiat~on. Even by rewlcu- 

DOE'S local off~ce 
ovenees the Mnund site by periodically send- 
ing out facility representatives to monttor the 
various jobs bang performed. 

Greenwalt likened the DOE'S oversight of 
the Mpund facility to police oversight of dnv- 
ers. When a drlver is given a I~cense, they agree 
to follow traff~c safety rules and laws The p e  
lice cannot constantly monitor every driver to 
ensure they are m compliance. Stmlhrly. DOE 
contractors ltke E G G  are e x ~ t e d  to follow 
thedepartment's rulesand reguIattc)nswithc~ut 
constant oversight. 

EG&G's contract expired a t the end of Sep 
tember 1 9 7 .  The new contractor, Babcock and 
WilcoxOhio,tookoveronOct. 1 and isexpected 
to correct problems m the site's testing pro- 
gram The Mound Plant will be transittoned to 
theM~amisburgcommunityforre~afterdean- 
up is completed tn an anticipated 5 1 /2 years. 

- Krislrn Wicker 
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at U.S. nuclear ----- labs lax -- 

October 3 1, 1997 

Web posted at: 2:09 p.m. EST (1909 GMT) 

WASHINGTON (AP) -- - - 

Thousands of scientists, 
researchers and officials from 
Russia and China gained access 
to the three U.S. nuclear 
weapons laboratories without 
security background checks, a 
new congressional report finds. 

The General Accounting Office report cited the Department 
of Energy labs -- Lawrence Livermore in California and the 
Los Alamos and Sandia laboratories in New Mexico -- for 
lax security, including an instance in which boxes marked 
"sensitive materials" sat in hallways accessible to the foreign 
visitors. 

Some of the individuals allowed access to the labs were later 
shown to have "suspected foreign intelligence connections," 
said the report, obtained by The Associated Press on 
Thursday. It was set for release Friday. 

"DOE has procedures that require obtaining background 
checks, but these procedures are not being enforced," 
according to the report by the congressional watchdog 
agency. 

Because of the lack of clear criteria for identifying visits that 
posed security risks, "sensitive subjects may have been 
discussed with foreign nationals without DOE's knowledge 
and a ~ ~ r o v a l , "  the GAO found. 

L I 

Visitors from 'sensitive' countries 

The report focused on visits in 1994, 1995 and 1996 by 
citizens of 22 countries on the DOE's "sensitive" list, 
including Russia, China, Iraq, Iran, Syria and Libya. 

A total of 5,472 visitors from those 22 countries came to the 
DOE labs. Only 892 visitors, or 16 percent, were given 
background checks. 



At Los Alarnos and Sandia, only 5 percent of foreign visitors 
from sensitive countries were checked. Visitors from Russia 
and China made up the bulk of these cases. 

The Energy Department agreed with the report's 
recommendations and said it is taking extensive steps to 
improve security. But the department said the GAO report 
placed too much emphasis on background checks. 

- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - 
The-GAO=d that 03l~abou~5~percent to  10 peEGnt of 
foreign visitors were allowed into the most tightly guarded 
areas of the labs where actual weapons work is done. The 
report did not say whether any foreigners granted such access 

. - - 
were from countries on the sensitive list. 

But visitors from these sensitive countries did gain access to 
areas where work can include technologies under 
government export restriction, unclassified but sensitive 
information, and valuable equipment. 

"Foreign visitors to these laboratories have open, often 
long-term access to personnel with detailed knowledge and 
expertise in classified andfor sensitive matters," the GAO 
wrote. "This situation is viewed by counterintelligence 
experts as an ideal opportunity for foreign 
intelligence-gathering efforts." 

Few Chinese, Russians checked 

FBI counterintelligence officials were particularly concerned 
about the low percentage of checks on visitors from Russia 
and China, according to the report. 

Of the 1,464 visitors from China, only 199, or fewer than 20 
percent, were checked. Of the 2,237 visitors from Russia, 
45 1 visitors, or 20 percent, were checked, the GAO auditors 
said. 

The labs, overseen by the Energy Department, conduct 
research, design and non-explosive testing of nuclear 
weapons and related components. 

They also have branched out into other areas of research such 
as lasers, high-performance computers, microelectronics, 
biomedicine and global climate change. These studies have 
attracted more foreign scientists, researchers and other 
visitors. 

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, operated for DOE 
by the University of California, consists of scores of 
buildings over a square mile of campus. 

Los Alamos, also run by the University of California, 



extends over 43 square miles of territory north of Santa Fe, 
New Mexico. Sandia, a similarly sprawling complex, is run 
for DOE by Lockheed Martin Corp. 

Among the lax security procedures cited in the report were 
the accidental release of classified information; rules 
permitting foreign visitors after-hours access; and sensitive 
information left in areas accessible to the visitors. 

- . - - - - --Energy-Department's response -~ -- - - ~  --- .- - .- - 

The Energy Department, in a written response to the report, 
challenged the notion that background checks ensured 
airtight security. 

"There is little likelihood that foreign intelligence services 
would resort to aggressive, high-risk collection techniques," 
such as sending intelligence officers with traceable 
backgrounds to the labs on official visits, the department 
said. Background checks that raised red flags over 
individuals with intelligence backgrounds might miss the 
real spies, the department argued. 

The report was commissioned by the House National 
Security Committee in response to a 50 percent increase in 
the number of foreign visitors to the three nuclear weapons 
labs from the mid-1980s to the rnid-1990s. 

The other countries listed as "sensitive" are Algeria, 
Armenia, ~zerbaijan, Belarus, Cuba, Georgia, India, Iran, 
Iraq, Israel, ~ a h c h s t a n ,  Kyrgyzstan, Libya, Moldova, 
Pakistan, syria, Taiwan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and 
Uzbekistan. 

The report noted that only one of the nine Iraqis who visited 
DOE weapons labs was checked. There were 65 visitors 
from Iran, 1 1 of whom were checked. 

Copyright 1997 The Associated Press. All rights resewed. 
This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or 
redistributed. 

Related sites: 

Note: Pages will open in a new browser window 

U.S. De~artment of Energy National Laboratories and 
Programs 

r Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory: LLNL 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 
Sandia National Laboratories 
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Change of Venue Denied in Envirocare Suit 
BY ERIK HOLM tory oversight of the Andrews 

County facility for radioactive 
A Texas court last week denied waste disposal. WCS already has 

Envirocare of Ulahis- request for permits from Texas..to-operate-a 
a change of venue in a $500 mil- hazardous and toxic waste disposal 
lion lawsuit filed by Waste Con- facility at the proposed radioactive 
trol Specialists (WCS). waste disposal site. 

Envirocare lawyers had "DOE senior officials stated 
claimed that they could not re- their strong desire to create com- 
ceive a fair trial in Andrews petition for Envirocare in the DOE 
County, Tex., the location of a radioactive waste disposal indus- 
proposed WCS low-level and try and to thereby lower the costs 
mixed waste disposal facility. of waste disposal services," the 

The WCS lawsuit alleges that lawsuit said. 
Envirocare disseminated false in- The company first proposed hav- 
formation to Texas and federal ing the Texas Natural Resource 
regulators in an effort to prevent Conservation Commission as the 
WCS from entering into the ra- regulator. Based on this tentative 
dioactive waste disposal market. arrangement, WCS said it went 

The suit  also alleges that ahead and made a contingent bid 
Envirocare proposed a "sham" ra- on a low-level waste disposal con- 
dioactive waste disposal opera- tract at the DOE's Fernald, Ohio, 
tion near the WCS site which site in August 1996. The bid was 
caused the state of Texas to with- contingent on the oversight ar- 
drawfromnegotiations with WCS. rangement being acceptable to the 

WCS is seeking $500 million U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commis- 
in damages for violations ofTexas sion (NRC) and the resolution of 
antitrust law, and for libel, slan- other issues. 
der, business disparagement, and However, when the Texas com- 
"tortious interference with per- mission backed out of the arrange- 
s~ec t ive  business relations." ment in October 1996. WCS filed 

suit against Envirocarein the Texas WCS Proposed Regulatory state court. 
Framework to DOE WCS then mo~osed to DOE an 

I '  

Beginning in thespring of 1996, alternative regulatory oversight ar- 
WCS officials began discussions rangement utilizing two Texas uni- 
with the Energy Department on versities and the Integrated Re- 
possible ways to establish regula- sources Group, a consulting firm 

- - -. . -. . -. - 

and DOE contractor with exper- 
tise in  regulation of radioactive 
waste sites. WCS also suggested 
that DOE'S-Sandia National-Labo- 
ratories, NRC or even an arm of 
DOE could assist in regulation of 
the site. And the company said 
DOE would not be unfairly favor- 
ing its bid by approving the pro- 
posed arrangement because it was 
structured so other companies 
could utilize the same regulatory 
oversight mechanism. 

But when this plan was rejected 
by the Energy Department in May 
of this year, it effectively elirni- 
nated WCS from consideration for 
the Fernald contract. It was this 
decision that prompted WCS to 
file a separate lawsuit against the 
Energy Department in August. 

Earlier this month, thejudgepre- 
siding over the DOE lawsuit is- 
sued a temporary injunction to pre- 
vent the department from issuing 
any more low-level waste contract 
until the lawsuit was settled. In 
issuing the injunction, the judge 
claimed that DOE's defense of its 
current disposal policy does not 
"pass the 'straight face' test." 

Though a trial date for the WCS 
suit against Envirocarehas not been 
finalized, the case will likely go 
before a jury by August 1998. A 
rough schedule for pre-trial pro- 
ceedings will be determined in No- 
vember. 
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To Get House in Order pliance with-this particular law. 
We feel very strongly h a t  they 
were," said Terry Brown, offsite 

- 
BY PAm,-~A-,,,E,,,,~AN-BARNETT --waste -disposal-company-must rule coordinator for-EPA- Region 

come into compliance with fed- 8, the office with jurisdiction over 
The Environmental Protection eral and state rules by April 30, Envirocare. 

Agency (EPA) has agreed to re- 1998. Though EPA occasionally 
scind an order that could have EPA says it will formally re- grants enforcement discretion to 
barred feder a1 shipments of scind its notice of unacceptability generators that store waste for 
Superfund wastes to the only after Envirocare submits a longer than a year because they 
Envirocare facility in Clive, written plan for coming back into have no place to send the waste, 
Utah-provided the disposal com- compliance with standards set by "EPA thinks generators should 
pany agrees to a series of condi- the Utah Department of Environ- not take waste if they are not able 
tions set by the state. mental Quality's division of solid to treat it," Brown said. 

On Oct. 15, EPA issued and hazardous waste. Despite these problems, Brown 
Envirocare a so-called notice of If Envirocare has not treated said EPA is confident that the 
unacceptability, after a routine the wastes in question by April company will do the right thing 
state inspection of the Utah facil- 30, EPA would be free to rein- "now that they are tied to the 
ity revealed that several thousand state its order, which would again [state] compliance order." 
cubic feet of untreated Superfund- put Envirocare at risk of losing Waste Control Specialists, a 
classified federal waste, includ- its federal clients. competing low-level radioactive 
ing some Energy Department Under Utah state law, which waste disposal company, was 
waste, had been sitting on an as- is modeled after federal law, quick to attack Envirocare for its 
phalt pad at the site for more than Superfund wastes cannot be left inability to dispose of the waste 
a year. in an untreated condition for in a timely manner. 

EPA's notice warned that un- more than a year, unless the stor- "If Envirocare can't figure out 
less the company came into com- age facility can prove the delay how to treat it, that may raise 
pliance with federal and state law is solely for the propose of ac- questions about Envirocare's 
within 60 days, the agency would cumulating sufficient quantities competence," said WCS attorney 
issue an order barring federal of waste to facilitate their treat- John Kyte. 
wastes from being received at ment. Kyte also suggested that EPA 
the facility. Envirocare's Utah Envirocare President Charles may be bending its rules to ac- 
facility is the only nongovern- Judd has admitted to EPA that commodate Envirocare, out of 
mental facility approved by the his company did leave the waste concern that DOE would have no 
Energy Department to receive untreated for more than a year. where to send certain wastes if 
waste from department nuclear In an interview with Nuclear the Utah facility was forced to 
sites. Renlediatiori Week, Judd attrib- shut its doors. WCS currently is 

However, last week, EPA offi- uted the delay to the company's suing DOE alleging unfair treat- 
cials announced plans to with- efforts to research-the best way ment of the company's efforts to 
draw that order. That decision to treat those particular waste compete with Envirocare for 
came after an EPA meeting with streams; he made no mention of waste from the department's 
the state and representatives of waiting to gather sufficient Fernald, Ohio, site [see related 
Envirocare. The result of that quantities of waste for treat- story, page 71. 
meeting was a so-called unilat- ment. Brown denied that EPA is mak- 
eral agreement, to be enforced Still, Judd insists his company ing a special exception. "DOE is 
by the state, under which the is not breaking the law-an opin- not an issue," he said. 0 
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The most vocal critics were members of the Military Production Amid Lingering Criticism Network, a coalition of environmental groups from comlnunities near 
DOE sites. MPN repeatedly called on Pena to fire Alm, saying he had 

DOE's Aim Steps Down failed to consult adequately with the public on controversial ideas on 
speeding up cleanup efforts. But one source said, "if anything, the MPN 
letters [seeking Alm's ouster] only extended his life at DOE." 

BY GEORGE LOBSENZ Rather, the sources said Alm's problems were related to questions 
among key lawmakers and senior members of Pena's team about Alm's 

*Irn, assistant Energy secretary for management effectiveness, especially his ability to build coalitions and 
management, announced his resignation Friday, pleased oversee field office operations in support of his accelerated cleanup 
with his success in accelerating DOE'S cleanup program but program. 
increasingly dogged by criticism over his management effec- "His message, the need for speeding up cleanup, was good and will 
tiveness. endure," a source said. "Unfortunately, the implementation was awful." 

Alrn told The Energy Daily in an interview Friday that he was In response to such criticism, Alrn said implementation problems were 
leaving because he had achieved all his key goals, particularly to be expected given the difficult cleanup and budgetary challenges facing 
in regard to focusing DOE field offices on shortening protracted the department. He also suggested that some DOE staffers just were 
cleanup schedules and cutting overhead costs. resistant to new ideas, especially the notion that cleanup schedules could 

"I've accomplished what I set out to do-institutionalize an be accelerated with environmental and safety issues still being addressed. 
accelerated program," Alm said, referring to his 2006 Plan, "Whenever you have change, you have people who oppose change," he 
under which cleanup at many DOE sites is supposed to be said. "Trying to do something this revolutionary is tough. I spent an 
substantially finished by 2006. incredible amount of time in the field, visiting every field office two or 

-1 think we the key elements of the department," he three times. NO one could have made more of an effort in trying to 
"I really have seen the groundwork laid [for accelerated communicate this." 

Alrn also said he was hampered by a disaster not of his making-the Pit 
also pointed to success on Capitol Hill, noting that the 9 debacle at the Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Labora- 

House and Senate Appropriations committees have set up a new tory. The breakdown of that privatized cleanup project, he said, was a 
"political killer" for the privatization concept, which he views as a key $875 account for 1998 pursue his for tool for achieving faster cleanup at less cost. Following publicity over Pit of the Fernald site in Ohio and Rocky 9, Alm's effort to get $1 billion in fiscal 1998 for privatization fell flat, 

Colorado. with Congress approving only $275 million 
*'In said he was January-because Despite the reduced funding, Alm said DOE'S privatization program 

(Continued on Page *) still will move forward. He pointed out that two big projects, the cleanup 
of Hanford's high-level nuclear waste tanks and INEEL's Advanced 
Mixed Waste Project, are adequately funded and that other smaller 
privatized initiatives are being launched at Fernald and in the transpor- 
tation of transuranic waste. 

As for his own future, Alrn provided some trademark wry humor. "I've 

DOE's Alrn Steps Down.. . worked in government, industry and academia, so maybe now it's time to 
try the priesthood," he said. 

(Continued from page one) 
of the rigors of the environmental management post, considered one of the 
toughest jobs in government due to the number and complexity of DOE's 
cleanup problems. 

But while Alrn is widely credited with boosting the accelerated cleanup 
concept, his departure after less than two years in office clearly was the 
result of increasingly forceful nudging from top DOE officials. 

Energy Secretary Federico Pena issued a statement expressing regret 
over Alm's departure and praising his tenure, but other DOE sources told 
The Energy Daily that Alrn to some degree had lost the confidence of key 
DOE brass, members of Congress and regulators in states with large DOE 
sites. 

In general, the critics said Alrn had pushed the right ideas, but failed 
to implement them effectively. Among other problems, they said Alm's 
2006 plan was not well-thought out, in large measure because he relied on 
only a few key aides while shutting out DOE's career staff. 

"He was seen as something of a lone operator," one source said. "The 
staff just rebelled." 

he critics also said Alrn was not an effective communicator in a job 
that demanded sensitive deal~ngs with disparate groups, from local 
environmentalists to state regulators to members of Congress and the 
White House. 
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- Church appointed to environmental - - - - - . - . - - 

board by Department of Energy 
While. in Washington D.C. 

last week for discussions with 
U.S. Secretary of Energy 
Federico Pena on Oct. 24, 
Miamisburg Mayor Dick Church 
Jr. was appointed to the 
Environmental Managem'ent 
Board (EMAB) by Assistant 
Energy Secretary Alvin L. Alm. 

With the city of Miamisburg 
serving as host to the DOE'S 
Mound plant, Church has been 
active in energy and environ- 
mental issues. He  currently 
serves as national chairman of 

the Energy Communities ernment appointed to the EMAB 
Alliance (ECA), an organization and will serve a two year term. 
made up of representatives from As a board member, he will also 
13 communities across the serve on the EMAB subcommit- 
nation that host DOE sites. He tee of his choice. The board and 
also is on the Board of Directors sub-committees provide advice 
for the Miamisburg Mound and recommendations on issues 
Community Improvement and other matters relating to the 
Corporation (MMCIC), the non- U.S. Department of Energy 
profit economic development a Environmental Management 
agency of the city that oversees program. The  board reports 
conversion of the Mound to a directly to Assistant Secretary 
private facility.. Alm and is expected to meet 

' Church is one of only two several times a year. usually in 
representatives from local gov- Washington. 
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Watchdog Revelations Call DOE 
Radiation Data Into Question - - .  .- - - - - - 

BY GEORGE LOBSENZ 

Energy Department documents released Thursday say DOE did not 
calculate internal radiation doses for its nuclear weapons plant workers 
until 1989-a lapse that raises fundamental questions about the accu- 
racy of DOE worker exposure records, which a r e  crucial to a range of 
litigation and health studies. 

Those revelations were made Thursday by the Maryland-based Institute 
for Energy and Environmental Research (IEER), which charged that DOE's 
failure to estimate internal doses means most department health records 
understate actual lifetime exposure suffered by nuclear weapons complex 
workers. 

IEER based its allegations on an April 7, 1997, internal DOE memo and 
IEER's own analysis of urine sampling data taken from 4,000 former 
workers at DOE'S Fernald, Ohio, uranium plant dating back to the early 
1950s. 

The DOE memo, obtained by IEER earlier this year, states that until 
relatively recently, neither DOE nor the nuclear industry routinely esti- 
mated internal radiation doses to workers--exposure to lungs and other 
body organs from radioactive materials inhaled or ingested on the job. 

"Until 1989 in DOE, and 1991-1994 in the nuclear industry (Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission and [NRC] agreement states) internal radiation 
doses were not calculate (sic) for workers," said the memo, written by 
DOE'S Office of Worker Protection Programs and Hazards Management. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Watchdog Revelations.. . page one, 

The same situation was found by IEER when it sought to evaluate Fernald 
worker doses for litigation filed by workers against DOE's Fernald operator 
in 1991. 

IEER found that DOE did check workers for excessive internal doses 
through sampling of urine and other excreta and monitoring of worker organs. 
However, the department did not calculate internal doses based on that raw 
data. As a result, workers' lifetime dose records reflected only external 
exposures, such as those recorded on film badges worn by workers on their 
clothing. 

The upshot, said IEER President Arjun Makhijani, is that "large numbers 
of nuclear weapons workers have received information which systematically 
understates their actual exposures." 

IEER acknowledged that methods for calculating relatively precise inter- 
nal doses generally were not available until the mid-1960s. However, he said 
that DOE made no attempt to estimate internal doses until 1989, when the 
department adopted regulations requiring that internal doses be incorporated 
into workers' lifetime dose records. 

DOE officials had no immediate comment on IEER's revelations. 
Beyond workers' right to correct assessment of their radiation exposure, 

Makhijani said DOE's omission of internal doses had broad ramifications for 
radiatibn-related litigation and scientific- studies. 



Most notably, he said the revclations raised qucs t~o~ l s  about DOE's 
handling of litigation filed against it by workers charg~ng they were negli- 
gently exposed to excessive radiation at weapons plants. DOE generally has 
fought those lawsuits and refused to compensate workers, pointing to records 
showing no high exposures-assertions that now appear to be in question. 

Rad~ation health scientists are faced with similar questions in regard to 
studies they have done based on exposure records held by DOE for the 500,000 
to 600,000 people who have worked in the nuclear weapons complex since the 
Manhattan Project. DOE's worker exposure records have beeu considered a 
unique resource for radiological hcalth studies due to the large number of 

- - p e o p l e  and-long-exposure-periods inv-olved. 
Beyond the lack of internal exposure doses, Makhijani said additional 

problems are posed by flaws in the monitoring that DOE did do, at least if the 
Fernald data is any indication. He said that in its work on the Fernald worker 
data, IEER discovered major mistakes by DOE in analyzing urine samples, 
including using incorrect assumptions about contamination pass-through out 

-of  the body, failure to- look for all- key contaminants, long delays between 
exposures and testing and infrequent monitoring-all of which had the effect 
of minimizing exposures. Makhijani said IEER's re-analysis of the Fernald 
data found that, contrary to DOE claims, many workers exceeded then- 
existing safety limits, including 90 percent of Fernald workers in 1955. 

Makhijani called on DOE to address the flawed exposure data problem by 
using all relevant information in its possession to identify groups of workers 
likely to have suffered high doses. He said while attempting dose reconstruc- 
tion for individual workers would be prohibitively expensive and time- 
consuming, DOE could relatively quickly review existing plant records to find 
likely high exposure periods when workers probably were most at risk. The 
department then could calculate doses for those workers by matching up urine 
data with direct lung measurements-the method used by IEER in analyzing 
the Fernald data. 

"If DOE can spend $4.5 billion a year on laboratory testing and computer 
simulation of nuclear weapons, it can find the resources to do justice to the 
people exposed to radiation while building nuclear weapons," Makhijani said. 
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@Ha117s . . legislative . .  . 

by STEFIE SANDLIN rent law, economic developnlent 

Assistant Editor is not explicitly permitted as a 

once again. legislative walk justificatior~ for rransferrlng 
by Rep. ~ o n ?  Hall is helping in Property. 
the city of Mialnlsburg's eco- Hidl added the measure as an 

nomic developlnent efforts at an~ndment  to a larger Defense 
the Mound plant. Department funding bill. The 

' Congress has given f inal  provision Was not i~icluded in 
appro\ral to legislation by Hall the Senate version of the bill. 
to speed up transferring property but W a s  aPPro"ed by the Joint 
from the u.S. [)epartment of House-Senate conference corn- 
Energy's ~~~~~d plant to the mittee. First the House, then the 

city. 
"One of the 'On*le again, Tony Hall 

hurdles facing 
the conversion cnrne through for US ... ' 

@f the Mound 
plant is tlie - Miamisburg Mayor 
difficulty in 
getting the 

Dick Church Jr. 
property inro m- 

;he-hands of those who can turn 
it back- into procluctiye use and 
create jobs,," said I-Iall: "Curient 
law makes it very difficult to 
sell the properr.y for reuse:" 

' Under ,the Hall measul:e, the 
Energy Department can exempt 
tkie.'ie~ipiFiii'oi' pl-oper~y from 

--liability for  any unexpected 
. . . enviro'nmental hazard- left 'by tile 
: .Energy,Departmcnt.'This provi- 

.sion is similar lo current law that 
' .covers , closing -:Defense 

. . 
[ Department bases.. 

"Without this .change, it will 
.-be too risky fo r  most people to 

buy the proper~y out of Gar tli:~t 
some costly .environmental 
problem will bc discovered 
-years in the future," said I-lall'. 

  he Hall measure also ailtho- 
rizes the Encrgy. Department to 
ell or lease property for eco- 

nomic develop~nen~. Undcq cur- 

-Senate' p'assei! the confere~ice 
report, clearing' the bill for the 
White House. It milst 'be signed 
by the president- to. become law. 

"This legi'slation is a very 
important piece of the pie," said 
Miamisburg Mayor Dick Church 
Jr. "It will guarantee- that any 
future environmental problems 
that .come u p  -for  any potential 
new'.pwner of a portion -of the. 
Mound-site, will be taken care 

of:by the fed- 
eral govern- 
ment. 

" I t  
-would have 
been very dif- 
ficult - to  sell  
any of the land 

. ..... ... without this 
legislation," he'said. 

The ~ i a l n i s b u r g  Mound 
Commun~ty  Improvement 
Corporation is eager to acquire 
several usable properties located 
at Mound inclb.ling two bu~ld- 
ings and a 40-acre lot which was 
once used' by ihe Energy 
Department as a buffer zone. 
The Hall amendment is expected 
to make'it  easier to transfer 
these properties. 

"Once again, Tony Hall came 
through for us," said Church. 
"In the six years we have been 
fighting to commercialize the 
Mound, he has always been 
there when we needed him 
- sponsoring legislation that will 
help us be successful in our 
efforts." 

In 1993, Hall wrote leg~sla- 
tion making it easier for the 
Energy Department to lease 
property. That measure became 
the basis for most of the 
Mound's commercialization 
activities so far. 

The Hall legislation was 
backed by the Energy 
Communities Alliance, an orga- 
nization representing 16 local . 
governments around the country 
where closing nuclear weapons 
plants are located. Church is the 
group's chairman. 
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Written comments may be sent to U.S. Department of Energy, 
C/O Jane Greenwalt, P.O. Box 66, Miamisburg, Ohio 45343-0066 or by E-Mail to: 

jane.greenwalt@em.doe.gov 
Questions can be  referred to DOE Office of Public Affairs at (937) 865-3 1 16. 
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MOUND 

PO 

Environmenlal - 
SITE PACKAGE 

Restoration 
Program 

Notice of Public RTvie wPFriod--- 

I 

a Msbg. Mayor appointed to 

The following Potential Release Site (PRS) package will be available for public 
review in the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, 
Ohlo, beginning November 15, 1997. Public comment on this package will be - - 

accepted froin November 15, 1997, through December 15, 1997. 

! 
1 

i 

I EMAB b y  Dept. of Energy 
While in Washington D.C. for 

discussions with U.S. Secretary 
of Energy Federico Pena on Oct. 
24, Miamisburg Mayor Dick 
Church Jr. was appointed to the 
Environmental ~ a n a ~ e m e n t  
Board (EMAB) by Assistant 
Energy Secretary Alvin L. Alm. 

With the city of Miamisburg 
serving as host to the DOE'S 
Mound plant, Church has been 
:,?ctive in; CnEfg)Cfidrenviron: 
hnental issues. He current13 
serves as national chairman of 
the Energy Communities 
Alliance (ECA), an organization 
made up of representatives from 

13 communi t ~ e s  across the 
nation that host DOE sites. He 
also is on the Board of Directors 
for the Miamisburg Mound 
Community Improvement 
Corporation (MMCIC), the non- 
profit econon~ic develop~nent 
agency of the city that oversees 

-conversion of the ~ o u n d  to a 
private facility. 

Church is one of only two 
I - representatives from local gov- 
ernment appointed to  he EMAB 

and will serve a two year term. 
As a board member, he will also 
serve on the EMAB subcommit- 
tee of his choice. The board and 
sub-committees provide advice 
and recommendations on issues 
and other matters relating to the 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Environmental Management 
program. The board reports 
directly to Assistant Secretary 
Alm and is expected to mee( 
several times a yea;, usualiy in 
Washington. 
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- Wellhead +I- -- protection -- - - -  - -- -- -- - - 

$$ts OEPA'S endorse 
I' 

Kasperski 
 OR THE DAYTON DAILY NEVJS 
(c 

2 With October's endorsement by the Ohio Envi- 
EonGental Protection Agency, the city of Miamis- 
burgcan move from the developn~ent stage to the 

ple~nentation phase of its K7ellhead Protection 

P In a letter, John Sadzewicz, chef of Ohio EPA's 
givision of Drinking and Ground Waters, com- 

ended the city for its efforts in preparing a com- 
wellhead protection plan. 

2 "By encouraging public input, the groundwater 
rotection committee has developed creative 
pproaches to manage Miamisburg's wellhead pro- 

to protect these valuable groundwater 
Sadzewicz wrote 

: The idea behind such plans is to create a n~echa- ' 
#ism to safeguard the w'ellfields that supply com- 
punities with drinking water. Although mandated 
py the Ohio EPA. such plans are not law. 
h With the help of Heather Saxe, a hydrogeologjst 
%t CH2M Hill, an  environmental engineering firm, 
9 conimittee was formed in 1995 to create the plan 

base'd on a joint studv conducted four years earlier 
by West Carrollton and Mjamisbur.g. 

The Groundwater Protection Committee, forn~ed 
in October 1995, consisted of representatives from 
the con~munity, city staff and members of Miamis- 
bur 's industrial sector, including representatives 
of tf! e Department of Energy's Mound facility. 

Using the 1991 study conclusions as a framework, 
the groundwater committee developccl a'plan. 

"The dedicated efforl from this comn~jttee, espe- 
cially the citizen volunteers, made the plan a suc- 
cess," Miamisburg Water and Sewer Superinten- 
dent Steve Morrison said "Only a handful of 
con~munities around the state have received this 
endorsement, and we're pleased lo be anloilg the 
few." 

Saxe said Miamisburg is one of seven or eight 
communities in Ohio that are at this stage with a 
wellhead protection plan; but face major work dur- 
ing the implementation phase. 

The next steps include bringing what the comniit- 
tee has developed backto the people through a 
series of public meetings, pfobably beginning next 
spring, Saxe said. 
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Republican Appropriators See 
'Ethical Problems' At DOE 

BY GEORGE LOBSENZ I 
Two Republican senators tore into the Energy Department last week 

for what they termed "serious ethical problems" in continuing to send 
its low-level mixed waste to Envirocare's dump site in Utah despite 
bribery allegations against the company's owner. 

In a Nov. 12 letter to Energy Secretary Federico Pena, Sens. Richard 
Shelby ofAlabama and Lauch Faircloth of North Carolina also said they 
are "extremely concerned" about the role played by Mary Anne Sullivan, 
DOE's nominee for general counsel, in the Envirocare controversy. 
They suggested that Sullivan is responsible for DOE's decision to 
continue doing business with Envirocare even though the company's 
owner, Khosrow Semnani, has been accused of bribing a Utah official 

I responsible for regulating Envirocare's disposal site. 
1 And the senators said they will act to kill DOE's contract with 

Envirocare by introducing legislation to bar the department from doing 
business with any company or person that has admitted to bribery of 
government officials. 

"We can promise you that we will offer legislation next year to the 
(Continued on page 2) 

'Ethical Problems' At DOE.. . 
(Conlinuedfrom page. one) 

Energy appropriations bill that will specifically bar the Department of 
Energy from contracting with any person or company that has admiffed 
to bribery of a federal, state or local official," Shelby and Faircloth wrote 
Pena. 

"Most people would think that this would not need to be legislated, but 
apparently your general counsel's office sees thing differently. We 
believe the American people would agree with our view." 

The senators' letter appears to stem from Sullivan's efforts as DOE's 
assistant general counsel for environmental issues to help negotiate a 
consent decree with Envirocare under which Semnani was barred from 
any decisionmaking role in the company's operations as a condition of 
DOE continuing its waste disposal contract with Envirocare. 

DOE officials said that while the bribery allegations are troubling, the 
consent decree was needed because Envirocare is the only facility 
currently licensed to take mixed radioactive and toxic wastes from DOE 
sites. The department noted that the Environmental Protection Agency 
and the U.S. Army of Corps of Engineers also are dependent on 
Envirocare. 

DOE officials also say they could not suspend or terminate the 
department's contract with Envirocare even if they wanted to because the 
allegations against Semnani have not even been preliminarily substan- 
tiated bv law enforcement authorities. While Semnani is under investi- 
gation dy t h e ~ ~ 1 ,  he claims he.was the victim of-a blackmail scheme by 
the Utah regulator receiving his payments. 



"Wc're not happy about Envirocarc," one DOE official told The 
Ehergy &oily Friday, but, "we don't have anything to stakc a suspension 
and debarment [of Envirocare] on. It usually requires an indictment .... 
If we did suspend them, it would not hold up [if Envirocarc challenged - 

it in court]." 
The official also said that critics did not acknowledge that if the 

contract with Envirocare 1s suspended, neither DOE nor other agencies 
would be able to proceed with federal site cleanups because there are no 
other licensed dump site for federal mixed waste. And any halt in federal 
cleanup likely would result in violation of environmental compliance 
agreements with states, exposing DOE to fines and penalties, the official 
added. - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - -- 

But Shelby and Faircloth, who both sit on the Appropriations panel, 
contend that the difficult situation is of DOE'S own making because it 
has not made any effort to end Envirocare's virtual monopoly on federal 
mixed waste disposal. 

"We are concerned about the department's failure to encourage 
competition in the area of mixed waste disposal," they-wrote. 

The senators also vowed to push for oversight hearings next year on 
DOE's contracting practices, citing not only Envirocare but also the 
recent controversy over DOE funding for Molten Metal Technology, a 
cleanup firm that received DOE funding after making campaign contri- 
butions to President Clinton. 

"In our opinion, the Energy Department has serious ethical problems, 
particularly with respect to the contracting circumstances surrounding 
Envirocare and Molten Metal Technology," they said. 

DOE officials rejected any suggestion of a "sweetheart deal" with 
Envirocare, and said they are seeking to expand competition for mixed 
waste disposal. They noted a new procurement effort to solicit other 
waste disposal bidders is in the works, but that unresolved regulatory and 
legal issues are posing difficulties. In particular, they cited litigation 
filed against DOE by one disgruntled Envirocare competitor, Waste 
Control Specialists, and a resulting court ruling declaring DOE's current 
regulatory approach to low level mixed waste disposal as invalid. The 
officials said the procurement will be delayed until the litigation is 
resolved. 

. . 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Notice of Wetland Involvement 
For-Construction of a Consolidated Waste 

Processing Facility At The Miamisburg 
Environmental Management Project (MEMP) 

AGENCY: Department of Energy (DOE), 
Miamisburg Environmental Management Project _ -- - - - - - - - -  -- - -- 

ACTION: Notice of wetland Involvement 

SUMMARY: This is to give notice of DOE'S proposal to construct a consoli- 
dated waste processing facility at the Miamisburg Environmental Management 
Project, located approximately ten (10) miles southwest of Dayton, Ohio The 
proposed activity would involve a small portion of an isolated, man-made wet- 
land in Montgomery County. Ohio. In accordance with 10 CFR 1022, DOE will 
prepare a Wetlands Assessment and conduct the proposed action in such a 
manner to avoid or minimize potential harm to or within the affected wetland 
area. 

DATES: Written comments must be received by the DOE at the 
following address on or before December 6, 1997. 

ADDRESSES: For further informabon on this proposed action, lnclud~ng a 
site map andlor a copy of the Wetlands Assessment, contact. 

Mr. James 0. Johnson 
S W P  Hill PerformanceKechnicaI Monitor 
U. S. Department of Energy 
Mlamlsburg Environmental Mgmt. Project Office 
P.O. Box 66 
Miamisburg, Ohio 45343-0066 
Phone: (937) 865-5234 
Facsimile: (937) 865-4489 

FURTHER INFORMATION: For further information on general DOE wetland 
and floodplain environmental review requirements. contact: 

Ms. Carol M. ~ o r ~ s t r o m ,  Director 
Office of NEPA Policy and Assistance, EH-42 
U.S. Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington,,D.C. 20585 
Phone: (202) 586-4600 or 1-800-472-2756 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The orooosed activitv would directiv suo- 
port the ongoing environmental remediation p;ogram at the Mound ~ lant . '~on-  
struction and operation of the temporary, pre-fabricated consolidated waste 
processing facility would accomplish volume-reduction, metal recovery and waste 
~ackaaina aoals established for the site. Included in the construction of the - - -  
iacility are equipment and laydown pads and a roadway. Approximately 20% of 
the 50' x 60' laydown pad would encroach upon an isolated, man-made wet- 
land with an overall areal extent of 0.04acres. Constructionof the laydown pad 
would, in turn, impact approximately one-lhird (113) of,thesubject wetland; the 
remaining two-thirds (213) of the wetland would not be impacted. The wetland 
was one of severaldelineated.in th6 Mound Plant Habitat map (Mound Plant 
.Ecological Characterization Repon M ~ r c h  1994); the. map was prepared. in 
accordance-with'the-1987 Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual 
.and h.as the concuirence of the Corps. The proposed action would result in 
long-term and direct impacts to.approximately one-third of the 0.04 acre inan- 
made wetland, as a result of. back-filling .with gravel before construction of.the 
laydown pad. Best management practices would be utilized to minimize the 
amount of wetland area impacted. All reasonable efforts would be taken to 
backfill the smallest area of wetland possible. Staging and transport of equip- 
ment and su.pplies in the wetland would be avoided. Erosion controls such as 
silt fences would be used, i f  needed, to minimize sediment deposition into the 
wetland. Culverts would also be used.-if necessary. to ensure continued over- 
land flowto'the wetland. 

ISSUANCE: Issued in Miainisburg, Ohio on N0vembe.r 1'7, 1997. 

Susan. L. Smiley 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
Ohio Field Ollice 
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Infrastructure needs 

total $48.3 million 
by STEVE SANDLIN 

Assistant Editor 
The Mound Plant slte is well 

on its way to becoming a center 
for technology with the help of 
recent legislation, but it will still 
take $48.3 million in resources 
to make the site viable as a com- 
mercial endeavor, according to 
M ~ k e  Grauwelman, president of 
the Miamisburg Mound 
Community Improvement 
Corporation (MMCIC). 

Grauwelman gave the 
Miamisburg City Council an 
update on activities at the 
Mound at the Nov. 18 city coun- 
cil meeting. 

He said that economic devel- 
opment activities at the Mound 
are going well to this point with 
se\leral e x ~ s t i n g  businesses 
expand~ng and others coming on 
board. 

Mound ... 
(Continued from Page 1) 

also being investigated. 
Now that the U.S. Congress 

has approved legislation spon- 
sored by Rep. Tony Hall that 
will hold prospective businesses 
at the Mound harmless of any 
liability should further clean up 
be needed at the sites where they 
locate, it is expected that more 
businesses will be interested in 
locating at the Mound and mak- 
ing use of the unique technolo- 

"We have an 85 percent occu- 
pancy rate of the available facll- 
ities," s a ~ d  Grauwelman "YSC 
hope that this will continue as 
more facilities are cleaned up 
and released to us for economic 
development." 

The Mound will need consid- 
erable infrastructure improve- 
ments to make the site viable 
however, he said, noting that i t  
is estimated that $48.3 million in 
improvements will be needed. 

"We have a request for $4 
million from the state for eco- 
nomic development and we are 
trying to coordinate plans with 
Babcock & Wilcox as they clean 
up to d o  some of the other  
improvements needed," said 
Grauwelman.  He said other 
avenues of financing needed 
infrastructure improvements are 

(Continued on Page 14) 

pies available there, he said. 
"We now also have n prelimi- 

nary plat design-and we are now 
moving towards that .goi l  of 
making the Mound an industrial 
and tech~~ological  park," .:said 
Grauwelman. 

"Things are going very \veil 
-and, within (he next month or 
two, we will .see a final resolu- 
tio'n on . the transfer of the  
~ b u n d  property to - the- city," he 
said. 
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Mottley goes to bat for Mound 
State Rep. requests "Traditionally, the. city of Dayton has 

received all or nearly all of the Capital 
$1 million grant f or Budget money. While our central city is 

 portan ant to our region, i t  is timc that the 

technology center state realizes that there are economic devei- 
opment opportunities in other parts of the 
region as well." 

A :   he request of Slate Represen~ative The request now goes to the Govemor's- 
Don hllotiley, \\:hose district includes the office of ~~d~~~ alld M~~~~~~~~~~ for con- 
Miamisburg-West Carrollton area, our sideration by the Governor. sonletime i n  
region's request for state capital funding will 1999, the Govesnor will recommend a list. 
include a $1 million request for the -Mound between $100 alld $120 million in cornmu- 
Technology Center. nity projects to the Ohio Housc and Senate: 

Recently* the M i a m i  Economic which.will make the final decision oil the 
Development Coalition and the area's leg- 
islative delegation jointly endorsed a list of "The State Capital Budget may be unusu- 
projectsthat includes the Mound funding. ally tight this year, because,of money need- 

The grant for the Mound will be depen- ed to deal with our school funding crisis and 
dent :upon the Mound project generating and the recent Ohio Supreme Court decision on . . 

applying $7 million from other sources school funding," said Mottley. "Nonetheless, 
toward the east boundary developnlent. The I hope that some money remains availzble 
project should result in the retention of for important economic development pro- 
about 160 existing jobs and the potential for jects like the Mound.". 

ional jobs resulting from new tenants 
theexpansion of'existing tenants in that @ 

part of the Mound facility. 
"1 am very pleased [hat our par1 ol' the 

county is now receivinz nlorc of a fair share 
of funds from the State Capital Budget," 
said Mottley. 

The following Building Data Packages will be  available for pub1ic.1-eview in the 
CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, Ohio  beginning 
January 5, 1998. Public comment will be accepted on Lhese packages from January 5, 
1998, through February. 5, 1998. 

Written comments may be sent to U.S. Department of Energy, 
c/o lane Greenwalt, P.O. Box 66, Miamisburg, Ohio 45343-0066 or  by E-Mail to: 

jar~e.gr-cerrwal~@e~~~.~loe.gov 
Questions can be referred to DOE Office of Pul~lic Affairs a1 (937) 865-3 1 16.. 
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............................. Fire Administration 847-6663 

......................... Polite Administration 847-6600 
Dr. Jane Chance, Councilwomon 

................................... At-Large 866-1277 

Hazel Eisele, Councilwoman 
.................................. At-Large 866-1779 

Bill Fuller, Councilman 
3rd Ward .................................. 866-9562 

Dan Kirchner, Councilman 
.................................. 4th Ward 866-1616 
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City Services Telephone Listing 
.................................... Mayor's Office 847-6458 

Mady Ransdell, Councilwoman 
At-Large ................................... 866-6368 

City Manager's Office ........................ 847-6456. 
--. 

B~ii lding Inspection and 
............................... Code Enforcement 847-6532 David Wood, Councilman 

1st Ward ................................... 866-6187' 
....................................... City Engineer 847-6531 

........................................... Income Tax 847:6463 

........................................... Mound CiC 865-4462 

...... Municipal Court ............................. 866-22a 

............................ Parks & Reire.afion 866-4532 

Service Center (Streets/Water) .:..... 847-6635 

....................................... Water Billing 847-6460 

........................... Deparfmenis-Not listed 866-3303 

................................................ TDDDnly 847:6499 

City Administration offices and 
Council Chambers are located in the 
Robert H. Mears, Sr., Miamisburg Civic 
Center at 10 North First Street. 

City Council meetings are held the first 
and third Tuesdays of each month begin- 
ning at 730  p.m. Meetings are cablecast on 
Media One cable, channel 10. 

City Administration 

John Weithofer ....... City Manager 

Dody'Paraskos. ........ Assistant City Manager ! 

Jolene Walker ......... Assistant to the City Manager 1 
Mayor Dick Church, 
Jr., led a delegation of 
M~amisburg officials to 
Washington D.C. 111 

late October and joined 
mcmnbers of the Energy 
Co~nmunities Alliance 

to come," said Mayor Church, who is 
national chairnian of the ECA. "Sccrc- 
tary Petia expressed his continuing 
support for the Miamisburg project, as 
well as other similar projccts across the 
nation." 

Mayor ~hurch.also received two 
important appoint~nents this fall. He 
was nailled to the national Environmen- 
tal Manage~i~ent Advisory Board by Asst. 
Energy Secretary Al Al~n and wvas also 
electcdto a one-ycar term as prcsitlcnt of 
the Montgoincry/Grecnc County 
Mayors and. Mana~cis.Association. 

Judy Barney ............ Clerk of Council ! 
. Rebecca Benni  ........ Porks and Recreation Director 

Bob Babbitt .............. Fire Chief 
3 

i 

Phil Callahan ............ Law,Director I 

John Creech ............. City Planner i 
(ECA) Board ofDircctors in a nleeting 
with Secretary ofEnergy Fcderico F. 
Petia. The contingent, which included 
City Manager John Weithofer, MMCIC 
Prcs~dent Mikc Grauwelman and 
MMCiC Board member 13ob Bell, also 
nlct with congl-cssional representatives on 

Gary Giles ....... .: ...... Public'lnformation Officer i 
Keith Johnson .......... Development Director 

Steve Morrison ....... Water/Sewer Superintendent ] 
George Perrine ........ Finonce Director ! 

Larry Retherford ..... Street Superintendent 

Tom Schenck ............ Police Chief 

,Stephen Schultz ....... City Engineer (acting) 
I , 

the trip. 
- 

The nuyor will dcliver his annual 
"The c'eanrl~ State of tjlc City address ill eas]y 1998 011 

and exit from Mound will rcmain a vital M c d i a . ~ n e  cllanncl watch 
issue i n  this for several Ycars ],mgra,,1 listillgs for air dates :lnd till~es. 

Kathy Weisgarber .. Human Resources Coord. 

Mike Grauwelman .. President, Miamisburg 
Mound Communitv 
Improvement (or;. (MMCIO 

-- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . - - . - . . . .  .m 
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! C i t q  o f  M i a m i s b u r p  

1 C a n a l  c l e a n u p  n . e a r s  c o m p l e . t i o . n  
With thc last railroad car loads ofsoil 
from the Miami-Erie-Canal bcd being 
shipped from Mianlisburg this month, 
the Department ofEnergy (DOE) cnters 
into the final stages ofa 20-month, $20 
million environmental cleanup project. It 

--represents'just-one-part of an-approximate-- 
$500 million comprehensive cleanup 
program that will restore the Mound site 
to a condition appropriate for reuse as a 
privately owned industry and technology 
center. . .~ 

The canal project has involved the 
excavation of some 30,000 cubic yards of 

contaminatcd soil, which has been setit. 
by rail to an approved disposal facility 
in Utah. 

"Throughout this cleanup project, DOE j 
has been a responsible neighbor, doing the 
right - thing for &e communi-v," saidabrr 

care taken to minimize the impact on 
residents and businesses in the immediate 

I Dick Church, Jr. "We also appreciate the. , 
I 

area." ! 
During the course of the canal project, -1 

the area between Benner Road and the I 
Commu~lity Park swimming pool parking 
lot became a construction zone. DOE i 

provided the City a grant to fund the 
relocation of Community Park amcnitics ' 
and in~provements to Sycamore Park, 
including the construction ofsycamore 
Trails Aquaticcenter. 

The-canal area will be-landscaped-when -- - - 

cleanup is completed, and the former 
Community Park will be restored as park 
and green space. In 1998, the swimming 
pool will be demolished and planning and 
design of the new park will begin..The - 

Miamisburg Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment will hold neighborhood focus groups 
in that area during the design process. 

I 1 "Vision for the FutureM coming into focus 

A group ofcitizerrspn,articiyntirrg irr Mrarrrixbug's strntegicplorrnir~gpmcess recotrrrilended enhe renrounl ofsecurity 
jerrcirg nmitrrd the iMolrrid site. Locnl rtredicl tcrnrcd orit irt Septerirber to lvlltcl~ n section oft/rcjrrce alorg ~Morrrrd 
Aranrre beirg tnkerr dorurr irr n special cererrrorry. 

A 1997 process to develop a Strategic Plan 
for the. City of Mianiisburg, entitled 
"Vision for the Future," is nearly completc. 

TheStrategic Plan will provide direction 
to City officials for the next several ycars . 
on eight issues deter~liilled by City Council 
and the public to be critical to the future 
of Miamisburg. Those issues are: 

Revitalization of downtown 

Conversion of Moulid facility to 
commercial use 

Quality of life 

Citizen ownership/involvement 

Budget capacity 

Eco~iomic development 

Intcrgovern~nental relations 

Citizen groups of 8-12 people wcre set 
up cnrly in the year to study each of these 
Issues Tlicre also were perso~ial inter- 
views, telcphonc surveys and three Town 
Hall Mect~ngs conductcd to providc other 
avenues for rcs~dent 111put 

City Council met this fall to review the 
results of the process and prioritize some 
of the key elements of the Plan for 1998. 
The completed Plan, including specific 
action steps to meet its objectives, a 
mission statement and set of community 
goal statements, will be unveiled soon. 

"Council was very pleased with the 
results of the Plan and agreed with the key 
strategies developed by residents," Mayor 
Dick Church, Jr., said. "The time and 
effort put into this project by the many 
participants is very much appreciated." 

Updated Strategic Plan information will 
be provided in'future issues of Civic Focus, 
featuring the successfUl completion of Plan 
objectives. 
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Leah Devernamed manager of DOE'S 
e h i o  Field Office 

Leah Dever has been appoint- 
ed manager of the U.S. 
Department of Energy's Ohio 
Field Office, where she is  
responsible for closure and envi- 
ronmental restoration of five 
nuclear facilities at Fernald, 
Mound, Ashtabula and 
Columbus in Ohio and the West 
Valley Demonstration Project in 
New York. 

Annual budget projections are 
$550 million. 

Dever replaces Phil Hamric 
who retired in March, 1997. 
Robert Folker, deput manager d of the Ohio Field' f f i t Y 2 t .  
served as acting managef'tKY?f?& 
this transition. 

"I am very excited about the 
opportunity to lead the Ohio 
Field Office," said Dever. "A 

all ood project should be like a 
ood story and have a begin- 

ning, a middle and an end. Here 
at the Ohio Field Office we have 
our end in sight. 

"We expect to have all of our 
projects substantially complete 
by the year 2005," she said. "I 

' am looking forward to finishing 
the cleanup of our sites and turn- 
ing them over for other uses. 

"We will be improving the 
environment, bettering our com- 
munities and saving money for 
the taxpayers," she said. 

Dever has over 19 years expe- 
rience i n  environmental plan- 
ning and engineering in both the 
private and federal government 
sectors. Over the last I I years, 
she has been a pioneer in the 

! :..I Leah Dever 

Department of Energy's goal to 
restore the environment at its old 
facilities and make itself the 
model for contemporary indus- 
trial practice for environmental 
protection. She was appointed as 
the Ohio Field Office manager 
on Nov. 12, 1997. 

Her previous assignment was 
as assistant manager for environ- 
mental management at  the 
Ncvada Operations Office, with 
a $80 million budget, where she 
managed groundwater contami- 
nation, soil contamination and 
industrial site cleanup of the 
Nevada Tcst Site. Dever began 
her federal career as an environ- 
mental scientist at DOE head- 
quarters. There she assisted the 
department's operations offices 
at Albuquerquc, Idaho, Nevada, 
Oak Ridge. Richland, Rocky 
Flats and Oakland through the 
difficult process of bringing 
their facilities into compliance 
with contemporary environmen- 
tal law and practice. 

Prior to joining the DOE, she 

served as an environmental sci- 
entist with several environmen- 

- .. - -  -tal- engineering and planning 
companies where she assisted 
the impacts of large construction 
projects, evaluated applicability 
of environmental laws to federdl 
facilities, prepared National 
Environmental Policy Act 
reports and hazardous waste per- 
mit applications and managed 
the integrated master schedule 
for the Army's chenlical agent 
disposal project on Johnston 
Island. 

Dever received a B.A. in biol- 
ogy at Thiel College in 19748nd 
an M.S. in biology/ecology from 
Pennsylvania State University it1 
1977. 

She grew up on a Christmas 
tree farm in rural Pennsylvania 
where she developed her life- 
long love of the natural world. 
Within the DOE, she is known 
for her open inclusive manage- 
ment style and her con~mitment 
to working closely with commu- 
nity leaders. 
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MOUND Q 
Thursday, 

January 15,1998 
6:30 p.m. 

Mound Plant Cafeteria 
Restoration 
Program Mound Road 

I Miamisburg, Ohio 

A' 

! 

pdate on Mound cleanup activities 
. - Hydrogeology at Mound 

- Well-head protection in the community 

MOUND 
MOUND PLANT 

BUILDING DATA PACKAGE - 

Notice of Public Review Period Envtronmental 
Restoration 
Program 

The following Building Data Packages will be available for public review in the 
CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, Ohio beginning 
January 15, 1998. Public comment will be accepted on these packages from January 15, 
1998, through February 15, 1998. 

Written comments may be sent to U.S. Department of Energy, 
C/O Jane Greenwalt, P.O. Box 66, Miamisburg, Ohio 45343-0066 or by E-Mail to: 

jane.greenwalt@em.doe.gov 
Questions can be referred to DOE Office of Public Affairs at (937) 865-31 16. 

i 
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1997 - a year of growth .. . 

-- in- .MiamiS.burg -- ..- --  ~ A ~- - 

New pool complex leads 1997events 
by STEVE SANDLIN tional jobs to Miamisburg. director, Randy Daniels and 

Assistant Editor Commercialization and the historic Baum Opera 
1997 was a year of growth cleanup of the Mound facility House became the home site 

for the city of Miamisburg and was ongoing in 1997 and the of Playhouse South. Two new 
a year of planning for future effort reached several mile- restaurants located in the 
growth. stones as businesses continued down town area during the 

Perhaps the most visible to expand and locate at the year as well, Fogle's Cafe and 
sign of that growth was the facility. the Coffee Corral. 
opening of the new Sycamore The U.S. Department of 
Trails Aquatic Center at the Energy selected a new con- Residential growth in 
comer of Heincke and Maue tractor for the site, Babcock & Miamisburg continued in 1997 
roads in June. Wilcox of Ohio. Negotiations with construction continuing 

The large, state-of-the-art for the transfer of the Mound in several subdivisions. 
imming pool complex was property to the Miamisburg Housing starts in Miamisburg 

popular addition to the city Mound Community increased more than 15 per- 
as more than 60,000 swim- Improvement Corporation cent during the year. 
mers enjoyed the facility. continued as did clean up The infrastructure of the 

Business growth was evi- efforts at the site. community received some 
dent in the city in 1997 as well updates in 1997 as well as sev- 
with two expanding corpora- Legislation that will facili- eral road projects were com- 
tions announcing that they tate more businesses coming pleted. 
would relocate to Miamisburg. into the site was passed that The State of Ohio complet- 
Bass Inc., a provider of releases future property own- ed renovations of Ohio 725 
automation software and hard- ers from any liability for envi- from Lawrence Road to the 
ware products to the super- ronmental contamination dis- Dayton Mall area and that pro- 
market industry, will locate covered later on the site. ject included landscaping 
into the office building at 495 More than 30 private busi- improvements along 725 that 
Byers Road, formerly occu- nesses are now located at the included greenery, stone walls 
pied by NCR. Procase Inc. Mound site. and fencing. Phase I1 of the 
will consolidate two rnanufac- Downtown Miamis burg Maue Road improvement pro- 
turing plants form Kentucky revitalization efforts are con- ject between Heincke and 
and California into a facility at tinuing full steam ahead as the Gebhart Church roads was 
4700 Lyons Road. These two Historic Miamisburg completed as was the replace- 
businesses alone will eventu- Community Partnership hired ment of the Linden Ave. 
ally mean more than 300 addi- its first full-time executive Bridge. 
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Fences surrounding the Mound facility came down in 1997 as part of the commercial- 
ization efforts. 

Community service a highlight of 1997 in 
Miamisburg, says Church 

Mound Cleanup and Reuse 
The Miamisburg Mound facility 

experienced a year of transition in 
1997 as the U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE) announced in 

August that i t  had selected a new 
contractor for the site. Babcock and 
Wilcox of Ohio was chosen from 
among five finalists to succeed EG 
& G Mound as the new contractor, 
and the company assumed full oper- 
ational control on October 1. 

is historic contract is the first 
ded by DOE for the purpose of !@ 

its closure and exit from a major 
defense production facility. The 
mission of Babcock & Wilcox is to 

accommodate that exit by complet- 
ing site operations, carrying through 
with full environmental cleanup of 
the area and assisting with conver- 
sion efforts. Retired Navy Vice 
Admiral Pete Hekman is the project 
manager for B & W, and he has 
outlined for City officials an innov- 
ative and aggressive work plan for 
the site. I am confident that his 
company and its sub-contractors 
have the experience and expertise to 
successfully achieve their mission 
in a timely fashion. 

As DOE continues preparing for 
its exit from Mound, efforts are 
well underway to assure that the site 

continues to provide jobs and pro- 
duce important tax revenue for the 
City.  As December concluded, 
negotiations were nearing comple- 
tion on a sales agreement that will 
transfer ownership of Mound from 
the federal government to the 
Miamisburg Mound Community 
Improvement Corporation 
(MMCIC). The MMCIC is a non- 
profit 'economic development 
agency of the City overseeing the 
conversion of Mound from govem- 
ment installation to private com- 
mercial use. The ownership transfer 
is an imponant and exciting devel- 
opment for the whole Mound con- 
version process and shows tangible 
progress in the privatization efforts. 



THE MIAMISBURGMEST CARROLI-TON NEWS 
January 14.1998 

In addition, important legislation 
war recently passed that will release 
future property owners at Mound 
from any liability for environmental 
contamination discovered later on 
site. This is similar to existing legis- 

. --  
- -  lation- already -in- .place- for- - 

Department of Defense facilities. 
such as the  DESC location in 

',Kettering. Its adoption -is %@a1 . 
for the MIMCIC'~ ability ..to'mgtket 
Mound property to private business 
as it becomes available for commer- 
cial use. The long-term strategy at 
Mound is to convert the site to a 
private industrial and technology 
park, and already there are more . 

than 30 private businesses on site. 
We expect to see employment from 
these businesses reach 350 in 1998. 

There is one additional news- 

worthy development at Mound to 
repon. The $20 million 

environmental cleanup of the 
Miami-Erie Canal is being complet- 
ed this winter. with the last railroad 
car loads of soil from the Canal bed 

- - ~ - -- -- 
-being-shipped-to-a-disposal--facility - - -~ 

in Utah. This project has been the 
most  visible component of  the 
cleanup within the Miamisburg 
communi ty  and entailed the . - . .  

removal of some 30.000 cubic yards 
of contaminated soil. Completion of 
the Canal cleanup is still more evi- 
dence of the progress being made at 
Mound. In the coming year. the 
Canal area will be landscaped and 
restoration of the former 
Communi ty  Park to new and 
improved park space will begin. 

A s  national  chairman of the 
Energy Communities Alliance 
(ECA), which includes leaders from 
13 communities across the nation 
which host DOE sites, I participated 
in a meeting with U.S. Secretary of 
Energy Federico Pena last fall. The 
Secretary expressed his continuing 
support for the Miamisburg project . 

and other similar projects across the 
country. He  also emphasized the 
Department's continuing commit- 
ment to health and safety issues sur- 
rounding its facilities. I join with 
our residents in anticipating addi- 
tional good news coming from the 
Mound in 1998. 
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GERMANTOWN 
. . 

Vacant .. . -  :: . 

council - -  . 

. . 

b Shenie Neff brings financial . . 
expertise to the position. ::i - s - 

. . . .. . . . - - 
. - 

By Sheila Tracy . . .- 
.&-u 

FOR THE DAYTON DAILY NEWS I 
I 

The empty chair in the German- 
town Village Council chambers was 
filled by a Jan. 5 appointment of life-. : 
long resident She< 
rie Neff. 

Lack of interest 
left the two-year 
term vacant during 
the November elec- 

re three open 
uncil seats and 

only two candi- 
dates. 

Council member 
Cecilia "Pepper" Neff 
Townsend was re- 
elected along with 
Barry Wachter, who will be serving 
his first term. 

Councilman Robert Flischel, whose 
term ended last year, decided at the 
last minute to reapply for the seat. 
However, council members had - 
already begun searching for someone 
else. 

"We talked to Mr. FLischel at vari- , 
ous times about keeping his seat, but , 
he said he was ready to retire," coun- , 
cil member Larry Reedy said. "Mrs. 
Neff s financial experience in govern- : 
ment and her interest in the village 
will help fill the gap. It wouldn't be . ' 
right for me to pull my support now." ; ' 

Reedy said he has high regard for : 
the job Flischel performed for council 
and it was an unfortunate situation. 
However, he said Flischel understood ' 
his position and there are no hard 
feelings. 

Having worked with government . 
ances since 1983 at Babcock and 
ilcox of Ohio - then called Mon- e 

santo - and now working with multi-, 
million dollar budgets, Neff brings 
her expertise to the council table. - - 

SEE NEFF/3 

J ~ ~ ~ ~ : C o u n c i l  seat filled 
CONTINUED FROM 1 

She said her time has been 
occupied.with raising three chil- 
dren with her husband, Bob, and 
working the past 31 years. She 
takes care of family finances, as 
well as their lawn care business. 

"The family came first, but 
now it's my time to do something 
for the community and get 
iryolved. Germantown has been 
good to us and I want to give 
something back." 

Neff said she is very much her 
own person, but has always been 
the "woman behind the man," 
and known as "Bob's wife" when 
her husband was serving on the 
parks board. 

"I've supported him all these 
years and saw how gratifying it 

' is to be a part of a project, doing 
something good for the communi- 
ty. Now,.I see an opportunity 
where I can do something. 
There's so much to do. I can't 
wait to get involved," she said. 

Neff, who also writes and stud- 
ies local history, said she yearns 

-. - .- 

to begin working toward revital- 
izing the downtown area. 

"I love Triangle Station and 
think it's a great addition to the 
community, but it would be nice 
to walk downtown to buy goods. 
So many of the buildings are 
closed up. We can. go to the mall 
and get everything we need, but 
it would be nice to be able to put 
that back into our own communi- 
ty." 

Neff is a member of St. Johns 
United Church of Christ and 
involved with the Women's 
Agape group with her daughter, 
Emily. 15, a freshman at Valley 
View High School. . 

Her son, Corae ;22, was 
recently sworn .h as an auxiliary 
village police officer/dispatcher, 
'while her younger son, Kyle, 18, a 
senior at Valley View. 



ILUBIJIC NOrYICE 

'i'llc IJi~iictl Statcs i j c p ; ~ r u i ~ c ~ ~ ;  oi' iillcrgy (U.S. DOE) 
Mo~lriJ Fscility ((>l~io EPh Nunil:c~. 05-57-0677) rc- 
ccivcti a KCK A t~iiz;irdous w:~s!c.!)c:-illit [or thc storageof 
liazardous wasti! in i.ont3incrs i ; ~  t w t i  csisting tiazardous 
w;istc stol-age buililings from rlic Ollio I-lazardous Waste Facility Board on 
Octobcr IS, 1996. 'Tlic h4ounci F;ici!ity is locatcd in Miamisburg. OH. 10 rnilcs 
soulhwcs~ or  thc City of Dayton. U.S. DOE has notificd tlic Ohio EPA of 
-rnodifica~ions to-tile -1'cnnit thal- 1i:lve bccn brought about by llic contractor 
chruigc and rcsu1l;int  organization;^: cli:mgcs. Thc contractor ctimgc causcs 
rcvisio~ls to Scc~ion A, Scction R,  Scction G, Scction H, and Scction Lincludcd 
UI ille Part I3 Pc.rn~it Apl~lica~io~i. 

U.S. DOE has-scl~ct.lulcci a public nlccti~lg conccrning h c  propscd modifica- 
tions for  Jant~ary 15. 1998. in dlc ivtound facility cafctcria in OSE Building 
beginning ail 7 p.m. 

Thc purpose or ~11i.s public noticc is tti i~iform potcnti:!"~ i n t r c s t d  p z ~ i c s  md 
s~akclloldcrs tl~at; ;IS ruluircd hy tllc Ohio Kcviscd Codc (ORC), tlic U.S. DOE 
is opening a 60-day conuncnt pcriocl. bcginning Dcccmbcr 31.1997. iurd cnding 
March 1. 1998, in order to allow t!~osc partics the opportunity to.rcvicw the 
proposed changes. Copies of, illc prq~oscd c1i;mgcs arid suplior~ing ddcumcnla- 
tion arc rnaintairlctl for rcvicw :it tlic h.Ioi~nd Facilily's CEKCLA I'ublic Kcading 
Kooni, loc;l~cd i ~ t  Ole Miamisburg Scnior Adult Ccnlcr. 305 Central Avcnuc, in 
Mia~~~isb~l rg .  OH. Thcrcading roor:i is opcn from 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Mondays 
and Wcdncsd;iys,. I'rom 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. onTucsdays imdThurstlays; and rrom 
10:30 a.m. lo 4:30 p.m. on Fridays. 

1':111lic comme~its sllould be directed to: 
Mr. 'l'llon~xs Crepeau 

Ohio EI'A 
I)ivisio~l of H:~zartlous Waste Management 

IS00 1V:ltel-\?ark Drive 
P.0. I%ox 1049 

Colur::t)~c -, 0 1 1  43216-1039 

. . 7'!1c !.v.~.~:li!iz~:'.< ;,.:,r:::li:i:;:.~ :.:..:.::.\ >i!:i.ii?g Lhc lift ordlc ~?cr~nit I x i n ;  modifictl 
is nvsil;~I,Ic! Iror~i rhs !jirio l~lJi? co;ii;Ici pcrson listed bclow. Indivitluals who 
rciliii~::t<j~lititin:~! i~i [ t i r ,~~:~i i ;>: :  C:~.II:I i ' 3 .  i)OE, plcase~ontact A,lrs, J;~-~:Grccn\v:iIt 
: i ~  937-865-31 16. I T  yo\: :rc,t~ii.c. :!,ltlition:~l inrormntion from ~ h c  Ohio EI'A. 
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MOUND 

Plant 
shifts 
b The city of Miamisburg 
takes over the 306-acre 
former weapons trigger 
operation today. , 

By Dale Dempsey 
DAVrON DAILY NEWS 

The city of Miamisburg may 
have found a bargain in a 
slightly used nuclear weapons 
plant. 

t 12:30 today, the United 
tes Department of Energy dl$ ill sign a sales contract turning 

the 306-acre site over to the com- 
munity, marking just the second 
time the government has sold a '  
former nuclear weapons plant to 
the private sector. 

The purchase price is $10. 
"I think we'll pay cash," said 

Michael Grauwelman, head of 
the Miamisburg Mound Commu- 
nity Improvement Corp, which 
was formed in 1994 to develop 
the property. The MMCIC, a not- 
for-profit corporation, will be the 
new owner. 

Both buyer and seller think 
they are getting a good deal. 

The Mound plant has long 
dominated both the physical and 
the community landscape of 
Miamisburg. For most of the lat- 
ter half of this century, govern- 
ment workers labored in strict 
secrecy behind thick concrete 
walls. building key components 
for the nation's nuclear arsenal. 
At its peak in the late 1980s, the 
Mound Plant was the city's major 
employer, with approximately 

00 workers. 
he federal government; which 
operated an environmental 

cleanup operation since it 
announced the plant's closure, 

doesn't need to make money on 
the sale. It will save millions of 
dollars by reducing the cost gf 
maintaining it. The Department 
of Energy has the authority to 
dispose of the property under the 
Atomic Energy Act of 1954. 

The sale will allow the commu- 
nity to-more actively seek new . . 

businesses for the site. Miamis- 
burg's goal is to turn the site into 
the Mound Advanced Technology 
Center by the year 2005. The city 
hopes to eventually attract 1,720 
high-value jobs. 

"This is very important to us," 
Grauwelman said. "This makes it 
clear where it's going to go and 
now we can make investments 
back into the site." 

Grauwelman said the corpora- 
tion lost a company that wanted 
to invest $350,000 last year 
because it could not guarantee 
the company a long-term lease or 
option to purchase. 

Currently, there are 30 private 
companies, employing 260 people. 
at the complex. Many of the com- 
panies, such as the National Dis- 
covery Center, are being formed 
by former workers at the Mound 
seeking to use their technological 
skills in private business. 

Babcock & Wilcox took over 
the environmental cleanup of 
nuclear materials this year and 
will finish the job in the next five 
years. Under the terms of the 
contracts, the Department of 
Energy, Babcock & Wilcox and 
the MMCIC will work together to 
complete the cleanup to indus- 
trial standards approved by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and Ohio EPA. Buildings 
will be turned over as their 
cleanup is completed. 

It has been less than five years 
since the Energy Department 
announced it was going to phase 
out nuclear trigger production at 
the Mound, an operation made 
expendable by the end of the Cold 
War. Since 1993, the Miamisburg 
community has worked to trans- 
form the site into a technology 
center to keep jobs and business 
in the area. 

"The sale of the Mound facility 
signifies an important milestone 
for the Department of Energy," 
said Bob DeGrasse Jr., director of 
the energy department's Office of 
Community and Worker Transi- 
tion. "The transfer has been a 
collaborative effort between the 
community, the contractor and 
the Department of Energy for 
early closure of a facility." 

The Pinellas plant in Largo, 
Fla., is the only other nuclear 
plant to be returned to private 
hands. However, the Mound 
project is the largest single-site 
transfer in the Department of 
Energy's history and the first 
time it has transferred a National 
Priority List (Superfund) site. - 

"The sale will strengthen the 
local economy through the cre- 
ation of new businesses and job 
opportunities," DeGrasse said. 

Grauwelman said the past four 
years have been a whirlwind. 
"This is all new to the Depart- 
ment of Energy and new to us. 
We are on the cutting edge of all 
of this." 

Legislation sponsored by Rep. 
Tony Hall, D-Dayton, last year 
that gave indemnity to potential ' 
businesses was key in advancing 
plans for the technology park, ' ; 
Grauwelman said. It protects . 
companies from liability from 
environmental damage. 

b CONTACT Dale Dempsey at 225-227.0 
or e-mail him at 
dale~dempsey@coxohio.com . . 



MONDAY, JAN. 26,1998 

THE MIDDLETOWN 

.- 

Fedsihanding over Mound plant. 
The Associated Press major production facility in the nuclear 

weapons complex to be transferred com- 
MIAMISBURG - The U.S. Department pletely from the Energy Department," the 

of Energy, which has owned the Mound nu- Ohio Democrat said. 
clear weapons plant for nearly 50 years, In 1996, the Energy Department trans- 
has a message for its host community: the ferred its 90-acre electronics production 
site is all yours. plant in Pinellas County, Fla., over to.the 

At a ceremony scheduled for today, the county for private development. The 306- 
depal-tment is expected to sign documents acre Mound compldx will be the second 
promising to sell the plant site for a nomi- such transfer. 
nal fee of $10 to Miamisburg, about 10 "It's huge," Michael Grauwelrnan, president 
miles southwest of Dayton. The city plans of the Miamisburg Mound Community Im- 
to develop it as a high-tech industrial park. provement Corp., said of the deal. "We've been 

U.S. Rep. Tony Hall, whose congressional working toward this for quite a long time." 
district includes Mound, called it a '?historic I t  will be the first time the Energy De- 
moment." partment has transferred a Superfund haz- 

'The Mound plant will become the first . ardous-waste site over to the private sector. 
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Mayor Dick Church of Miamisburg tells Leah Dever, manager of the Department of Energy's field office, 
where he used to ride sleds a s  a kid on the Mound property. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

'Dream for Mound 
steps to d reality 
b The Department of 
Energy officially sold- the 
former weapons plant to 
a local group ~ o n d a ~ .  

By Dale Dempsey 
DAYTON 'DAILY NEWS 

Miamisburg Mayor Richard 
Church grew up in the shadow of 
the Mound Plant and remembers 
as  a child going sledding there 
with friends -until security 
guards protecting the secret 
nuclear work being done there 
would kick them off the hill. 

Church felt like things were 
sliding downhill just as fast in 
May of.1993, when a phone call 
from the Department of Energy 

informed him that the Mound - 
Miamisburg's largest employer 
- was shutting down, part of the 
defense cutbacks at  the end of the 
Cold War. 

"We were totally shocked," 
Church recalled Monday. 

Church characterized that day 
five years ago as  being handed a 
lemon. "We had to find a Way to 
make lemonade," he said. 

Cllurch, Congressma~l Tony 
Hall and other dignitaries gath- 
ered Monday for a ceremony in 
which the Energy Department 
officially soltl the former weap- 
ons plant to the Miamisburg 
Mound Comnlunity Improve- 
ment Corporation for the nomi- 
nal price of $10. The MMCIC was 
formed in 1994 to redevelop the 
300-acre Mound into an advanced 

technology center. 
"'l'his transfer of the Mound 

property is a historic moment for 
the nation," Hall said. "Mound 
will become the first major pro- 
duction facility in the nuclear 
weapons coillplex to be trans- 
ferred completely from the 
Department of Energy." 

Currently, 30 private compa- 
nies employ 260 people at the 
Mound. The MMCIC goal is for 
employment to reach 1,750 by the 
year 2005. 

"By the year 2005 there will be 
more people working, more taxes 
coming in from those facilities 
than there would have been as  
government bases," said Hall. 

b CONTACT Dale Dempsey at 2252170 
or e-mail dale~dempsey@coxohio.com 
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MOUND . . 

MOUNI) PLANT. . . 

PRS DATA PACKAG:E 
Environmenlal Nbtice o fpubl ic  Review Period 
Restoration --. --program. - - - - -  -- -- - - -  - - -  ~ - . -. . - - -- -- 

The l6llowing Potenrial ~ e l k a e  site (PRS) ~ n t a  Packnges bill:be available lo r  public 
review in the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : ~ u b l i c : ~ e ~ d i n ~ ' ~ o o m ,  305 E. Central Ave., Miamisbu~:g, Ohio 
beginning February 12, 1.998. Public comment will be accepted on these packages 
I.;.OI.II l;el,~.uary 12,  1998, ~h;.oiighMnrch 1 6, 19%. 

Written comments may be ser~t to U.S. Department of Energy, c/o Jane Greenwalt, P.O. Box 66, 
Miamisburg, Ohio 45343-0066 or by E-Mail to: jane.greenwalt@em.doe.gov 

Questions can be referred to DOE Office of Public Affairs at (937) 865-31 16 
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DARE richer 

thanks to 
program at 
the Mound 

by STEVE SANDLM 
Assistant Editor 

Babcock & Wilcox, contrac- 
tors for the Mound, have given a 
helping hand to the Miamisburg 
Police Department's DARE pro- 
gram so that program can, in 
turn, help the youth of the city 
through it's drug awareness pro- 
gram- 

Through a special program at 
the Mound, DARE recently 
received some much needed 
office equipment. 

The program donated six cab- 

rsls two file cabinets and two 
to the DARE program. 

"It's a program where we are 
offering equipment that's no 
longer needed at the Mound to 
schools and non-profit organiza- 

...aM . - . . . . . . - . . - - .... . . 

Environmental 
Restoration 

I 
Program 

MOUND PLANT 
- - BJILDmG DATA-PACKAGE- - - 1 

tions that can use it," said Doug 
Levan, personal property man- 
ager at Babcock and Wilcox. 
"Otherwise, we would just be 
auctioning off the equipment for 
pennies on the dollar. 

"We would much rather give 
the equipment to those agencies 
and schools that can get some 
use out of it," he said. 

"We didn't have the money to 
buy the equipment and it was 
nice to be able to get the stuff 

w e  needed from the Mound," 
said Community Relations 
Officer Tony Beran of the 
Miamisburg Police Department. 
"This will help our program out 
a lot." 

Levon said the program 
began in November and he has 

(Continued on Page 6) 

JOHNNY KNIGHT (left) and Tony Beran of the Miamisburg Police Department collect- 
ed donated oflice equipment frorn Mound for the department's DARE program. . 

DARE ... 
(Continued from Page 1) for the schools," he said. 

sent out 300 letters to area schools telling them The p.rogram will run through the end of 
about the offer. ~ a b c o c k  and Wilcox's Mound contract with the 

"The most requested thing has been computers U.S. Department of Energy. 
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ddiaional soil tests 
check for contaminants 

?.. . 

I State health and environmental officials will 
. : conduct additional soil tests at a Dayton school 
' j and maintenance yard after preliminary tests 
;:showed slightly elevated levels of polonium-210 
.;and lead 210, radioactive materials used when . - . -. . . . 

I :  !.the site was used for atomic research in the 
:i 1940s. 
:1 The Grace A. Greene School, 503 Edison St., . 
::and a maintenance yard, 1601 W. First St., will be 
::tested in March to see if the contaminants are .... 
I' dispersed over a larger area or the preliminary 
::findings were an isolated event; The area, which 
I. is monitored by the Department of Energy, was 
;'part of the Manhattan Project jn the early l+s.--.-- 

. . . .  .. ..... . 
j befdI;e-the 6p6r';itidn 'moved to the  odd in . . 
Miamisburg ' . .;.. :... . . - - 

~poltesmen'foi Ihe Ohio Environmental Protk- 
tion Agency a i ~ d  the Ohio Department of Health ...; . .. 
said that there is no current health or Safety risk. 
Exposure would have .to come &om ingesting the ' 

soil, according to F'r+nk Talbot of the health - ' 
department. Results of the additional tests should 
be available by June. . 

Two of six preliminary soil samples showed 
higher than normal concentrations of polonium 
210 and lead 210, both classified by the U.S. EPA 
as carcinogens. Both substances occur in n a K e  . . 6 "background" levels. 

Brian Nickel of the Ohio EPA said Wednesday 
at research into the histoky of the former plant ' 

showed that it used lead ore to extract the polo- 
nium 210, which was used for atomic bomb trig- 
gers. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26,1998 
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. : ~ k a f t  report ekes quicker 
: deanup _ _  . of Mound,.fernald sites 
: ~ h k  ~nergy'~e~art%ent'says that if it gets 
: epough money, it should be ab1~Lo:mef or 
: 4 ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ & ~ s ' f o " r ~ c ~ e " a n ~ ~ g ' ~ ~  cbntapg?tio-n- , pp.p-p 

, atsites in ~em"aldl-&d~~iamisbtii-~:~he 
: d6 artment Monday released a draft report 
: ! ope_n@ a F a y  ~ r i o d  for co-mment on 
: nat ionwe clsinup strategy. The docu- ' -. 

i q n t  pqdicted g a t  if Congress in the next 
; $?Vera1 budgets proyides $6 billion a year for - . - 
: clegmup,..FernakLfl be ready to begin the 

- 

: @o$u@ $y e 5 .  By-then, the former 
; M~~nd'P$pt:,@~~@nisburg ,is expected to be 
I cleaned up andready for an ownership trims- -- . fer: ' . - . -.I , 
I - 9 -  - 



TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 1998 - 
, 

. . . .  . . . . .  . . . . .  

. . . . 

. .  . . .  ?. . . : ; . .  .'.. . . .  . .  . . . . . . .  .:. .,. 
. . ' . . ' ) . . .  ' . ' .  - 2  ..... , .: .,:. r :.' ;. . . . .  . . . . . .  .:..::. . .  

mh :&&&*eil . .  ; . .+. I ':' .. . 
a ...... .* ....... .:.: ,,%.'..,. : ! ... 

' - ; W A S ~ ~ ~ N :  2 .:m@j&ergy . . 

. Dep;*ent.. sajs :.*at :if :it.:.:geti . - - : . . . . 

. eno~pgh'~Inonrj~, . ic-jjotild: kiIable - . . 
tci m&t :or beat its goalsfor clean; : 

.;ipg. .up: .'iontamination .at sit& ..hi ..,~&~,~a;&,j,.~&&$&;. >c{,; 1;::. 
. ,. ............. 
..- fie. dtjPai-tmentlon- Bdonday i& 

: : ,le'ased.:a..,j& i 
. . .wh..+r.. reppi-t ... ...., ;$idtoped ..n .=... .... zsp . . 

. r a-@-day- ~ r ! S a  .i$.'oa&~.$i~. .og . . 

i ~ n a t i ~ p ~ : d e . d ~ u f i ~ ~ ~ t e g ~ s . : =  
.~e:dFuin;ent-.pre&&d;that'{if. . .  

Cori&ss. .in ..the '. next several 
budgets proyides $6. .billion a 
year for cleanup, .Fernald will be 
ready : to begin the closure 
process by.2005. 

.By then, ' the :former Mound 
-Plant in Miamisburg is expected 
to'be cleaned up and ready for an 
.ownership transfer. In both cases, 
the department warned that the 
schedule would be usignificantly 
delayed" if Congress provides 
$5.5 .billion instead of the desifed 
$6 billion. . . . . . .  . 
- Release df :-:the - draft. rePo& 
marked a ile.wstage'in the de- 
pqrtmenys. . handling . of -. ,353 
cleanup: . wojects . nationwide,, 
but . had. ::;no -. effect. on existing 
target  ..dates: reached through 
:negotiations a t  sites such .as 
Fernald.; :.. 

The Fernald and Mound site's 
earlier were deiignated ''accel- 
erated pilot . closure .sit&," 
where oficials -would .try "to 
speed . the. cleanup process ,.ta 
gain experience tha t  could be . ' 
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Demolition crews fake down a part'of M i a r n i s ~ u r ~  history in preparation for future. 
STEVESANDUN PHOTO 

@ Mound:coming 'down as part .of .clean up 
I Demolition crews began taking down a build- nally the plant cafeteria and provided that service 
ing at the Mound last week, co~lti~luing the clean until 1986. Afterwards, it was used for offices, 
up of the site in preparation for the transfer of the record storage, engineering project storage, main- 
site eventually to the Miamisburg Mound tenance storage and as an emergency shelter. 
Community Improvement Corporation for com- 
mercial use. The building has been in a safe shutdown mode 

The building that is being demolished I S  since 1996 and was not contami_nated with 
Building C, a one story structure with a basement, radioactive or energetic materials. , . 
constructed of concrete block with 13,403 square During the first three weeks of February, sub- 
feet of floor space. . contractors worked in the building to remove 

The building was one of the. 16 original build- asbestos. Work is expected to iake, four to six 
ings that were constructed at the Mound between weeks for the demolhion, clean up and grading of 
late 1946 and 1948. It had been originally a part of the site and will eventually be used as a staging 
the Administration Building; but was separated area for future clean up projects on Mound's Main 
during the early planning. The building was origi- Hill. 
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i By  ale ~empsey- .  . . . . .I : MYION DAILY NEWS. ' 

1   he skiilstom8ke "ucclar 
'1 weapons triggers .are still out' 

'1 use at the Mound plant;. .' 

4 out now the work is building . 

_?.precision tools, .pistons-and- - 
circuits, conducting - .  

1 sophisticated lab. tests and - 
" solving engineering problems.. 

~ h & t  means~iamisburg is 
on the way. to, turning. a $10 - 

f investme"t into 1,750 jobs. 
1,. I r i  1% J.anuary; the nonproffi 

Miamisburg Mound 
Community-lmprovemeent - . 

Cocp. formally.assumed ' .. 

. ~~~Mo~nd~prope.rty, . oynershiP of the a 306:acre fotrher . .: 
U;S:', Dept; o f  Ener@:nucl:ear '--. 

,.weapons plant. -The . . purchase' . . 

&price was. $10; . . . . ' 

f i n  1993,the MMCIC was 
formedto create--a privately 
-owned teehnology-and : . ..: - .  
industry parki:By.,2005,. the -;-- 
corporation hopes .to see-.the -.: 
Mound as active and' busy: as 
.:during i t s  late' l9:80s peak-' . . 

now devoted:to private - .  - .  

-research aod'industry.;'. ' , . I -  
,hhe project.ktill h i s  a long 

r develop. the. park. . . 

.j 
1 ~owever, the .plan is off to 

a good., start.. Already there 
are nearly 30.compa.nies with 
26Oemploy.ees doing, 
business there, Contractors 
employ roughly-900 more' 1 people finishing the Energy 

/'Dep;t.!scleanup, and as 
2 buildings are restored they. 
7 will be turned over for sale 
J or lease. . . . . 
i: .InfoPLUS'compiled the : 
"following. list of companies. 
.doing business.at'the Mound; '! For more information, contact 

t h e  Miamisburg Mound 
'i Community Improvement 
'' ?orp. at (937) 8654462: 

. . . . 

. , 
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Miamisburg to seek $350,000 ED/GE 
grant for Mound site work 

_ - - - - -- -- -- 

- - ._ _ .- - -_- - 

by STEVE SANDLIN ' 
Assistant Editor 

The city of Miamisburg will 
seek a $350,000 grant from the 
Montgomery County Economic 
Deve lopmen t IGove rnmen t  
Equity (EDIGE) program to help 
fund east boundary improve- 
ments on the Mound site. 

The city council approved the 
seeking of the grant a t  their 
March 17 meeting. 

Dan Byrd of the Miamisburg 
Mound Community 
Improvement Corporation 
(MMCIC) said that EDIGE grant 
would be another "piece of the 
puzzle" to fund improvements 
on the eastern .bouidary of the 
Mound site that would include 

;road iniprovements, water and 
sewer. system improvements and 
the relocation of the entrance to 
the Mound site. 

He said the total project cost 
will be an estimated $3.3 million 
with $1 million 10 come from 
the federal government, $1 mil- 
lion to come from the state, 
$ 1  00,000 from the city and the 
balance .of an  estimated 

$985,000 to  come from the 
MMCIC. 

"The Mound is an island unto 
itself," said City Manager John 
Weithofer. "It has water and 
sewer services on site, but we 
will need to move those services 
into the city's utility system." 

Byrd said the grant would 
help the Mound site r e t i n  80 
jobs and help lead to !he addi-' 
tion of another 150 jobs. - 

In other business, Mayor Dick 
Church Jr. presented 
Miamisburg S t l i o o ~  s 

Superintendent Carl Berg and 
Board of Education President 
Cathy Bates with a plaque and a 
$1.000 donation to  the 
Miamisburg Education 
Foundation in appreciation of 
the school allowing the city to 
use school facilities for council 
meetings while the city's council 
chambers was undergoing reno- 
vation. 

Council was also introduced 
to the Miamisburg Police 
Department's newest police offi- 
cer. Jeff Muncy. 

MIAMISBURG MAYOR Dick Church Jr. presents a 
plaque to Miamisburg School superintendent^carl Berg 
and Cathy Bates, president of the school board. 



1 Recent events sianal ~ositive ~roaress-at Mound - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
-I - - - u -  I I u  

/ R e u s e  a n d  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s  m o v i n g  f o r w a r d  

Things are happening at the Mound. 
 good^. 
The Miamisbug Mound Community 

Improvanent Corporation's (MMCIC) 
announcement in January that it had 
reached agreement with the U.S. Depart- 
ment ofEnergy (DOE) to accept owner- 
ship of Mound property was just the latest 
in a recent line ofpositive developments at : 
the W t y .  In the last Kvml months: 

Babcodr & Wdcox of Ohio (B & W), 
was selected by the DOE to succeed 
EG & G as site contraaor. B & W said 
in its bid proposal that it could meet 
DOE cleanup objectives and completion 
schedule. 

In its fint month of operation on the site 
last fall, Babcock & Wilcox set a record 
for the number of rail car loads of 
contaminated soil shipped h m  the 
facility. The en& Miami-Erie C a d  
cleanup project is nearly complete. 

A portion of the site's security fencing 
along Mound Avenue was moved,  
projecting a more relaxed and accessible 
environment to the community and to 

"~Ummd" cmorrrinucdfmm pgc 1 
reuse plans, the DOE would complete 

its operations at Mound, conduct environ- 
mental cleanup as budget constraints 
permitted and close the facility. It is not 
the DOE'S mission to oversee future reuse 
of its sites, although it does provide 
hportant cooperation and assistance to 
MMCIC efforts here. 

"The MMCIC's ownership ofMound 
will allow the community to have 
-cant conml over future reuse. 
and redevelopment of the Gcility." 
;nun~elrnan said. "We will serve as the 

tonduit through which private ownership 

Congress passed legislation that wiu 
deve ham owners ofDOE sites h m  
liability for contamhation that mi&t be 
later uncovered on the property. 

"I think we've d e d  a point in the 
conversion proccss where dl panies 
sharcandytwodcingtoachievethe 
same vision for Mound,%d Mike 
Grauwelman; president of the MMCIC. 
"Thiscanontyleadtoanincreasein the 
project's level of success." 

Mound is the largest of only two DOE 
sitesthathavrevtrbtenrr~nedto 
private ownenhip. The sales agmment 
calls for the MMCIC to pay a nominal S10 
fee for the 305-acre complat. which win 
be trandkred in parcels as they become 
available and as ~~~vironmental restoration 
O C M .  

The official documents &ning 
ownenhip of the site wtic signed Jan. 26 
during r special ceremony attended by 
l o d  media and several ckgnitaries 
includmg U.S. Rep. Tony P. Hall. Ohio 
Rep. Don Mottley and Montgomery 

will eventually occur. In that role. we will, 
work to pull together the various f u n k  ' 
resources available to us and put the site 
into a condition that makes it incmmgly 
viable for commercial use." 

The MMCIC is a corporate entity 
created by the City under State law that is 
responsible for overseeing privatization and 
reuse efforts at Mound. City Manager 
John Weithofer emphasizes that the City of 
Miamisburg was not involved in the sales 
transaction and is not accepting any 
liability, present or future, h m  the 
acquisition. 

County Commissioners 
Charles Cunan and 
Don Lucas. 

Why does the 
MMCIC want to own 
Mound property? 

The ficility has been 
Mik a major source of 

income tax revenue for 
the City of Miamisburg for many years. 
and Mound has unique assets (i.e. 
buildings.-technology, equipment,etc.) 
that can be utilized bv ~rivate business as 
the DOE completes ;;mission on the-site. 
By taking ownership h m  the federal 
government, the MMCIC can more 
&tively market those wets and make 
physical improvements where necessary so 
that the entire complex is more ateactive 
to prospective businesses. This will ensure 
that the site maintains jobs and contributes 
to the economic health of the City and 
region. 

Conversely, if the MMCIC did not 
exist and was not active in developing 

Story car r ind  a pgr 8 

Grauwelrnan said there are about 30 
private businesses at Mound. employing 
approximately 260 people. The most 
recent commercial addition is CareNow of 
Greater Dayton, which works with local 
emergency service agencies to better 
manage the routing and resolution of 
medical emergencies. CareNow has 10 
full-time employees and occupies a 6,000- 
square-foot buildmg. 
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In its rapat &I Corps dd two LIIC of cost proju401~ and timelines for con\pleGns the work. 
Uadcr Cbe fw which atoumer Congrmss will be willing to incnacc mud rppmpristim for NSRAP 
rbova the aurcnt dl40 W a n  ailing, the brpt tald it d llaith cluning up he riwr by 2006 u a 
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fuMclrnducs,cheCorpr~itwaYldnatdnlrhrheworkmdl2008md w o u l d n ~ u k r u l S 2 ~  
billion. 
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rhe Cow8 diwnirrod  be dcpurmeat'r prcjeclioru as umtatinic 'nut mu ruEficiont pm~r~mmalic and 
clrtcpeclilc uncmurinties u s o d d  wlth DOE'c draft accclaired clunup plan Ihu Qlo abil~ly to complete 
fbs PUSRAP p r o m  on ouch r sdwdule i n  qwcioaabla In [che CPrpo*] snlmulon, bec~una of rhafd 
uncortaialiu, complsdon of rcmcdiaion .- for the mainin8 22 riles d d  not be r c c o m p l i s ~  by 
2402." 

Marsam I!IC npn~ wgpkd that DOE'S June 19W cswue  wse roachad by cbanslng Iht $caps of 
t h a u p  in a~ bast tan, inrraacco. In cbt fint lht 4qMmtnl Wpaotd la tram. M a r  mmove. 
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mwrwc Imm the Ni~irgw Pnllr Storage Sit& l.owi8ton. N.Y, and to modify Ihs I\mue hod 
w @ n  for FUSRAp ~ 1 8  in SL h u i r  from 'IndWrial" 16 "rrnrined indusaiol." 
-1n words," 9rt mpon laid, "the drah accekratcd clcrnop plan does nor rqxcsonr 8 f w r  and 

c h t s p a ~ ) . o F ~ i U u  ramesapeofwa&deGntd iaIhcuW)6TcaY~Plaa,tbcdn61 
d a u t d  dcmrrp pkn rspwanu a revised cost md scheduls a rccomplhh a significantly mdhr 
reop6 of work." 

A DO6 offidll familiar with Ue program lot week rknowltdgd Um Ihe mt emWirhad In hs 
WL 2006 pm uac o#d& rad would hva  dtpsaded a r mu 0x18~1 on (bo sgancy'c ability to get 
~ p a r t i e r m ~ l h s r t k s d m w a u l d b c r c r ~ m l p ~ r ~ r l o r c a l o Q c f u t r a a  

Srlll.tbcw o r a r ~ ( s p ~ r t r a r i t ~ 0 ~ I d n e c d v n r i l r t l l s u l 2 6 0 6 w a l c P n u p ~ r i c ~ t o ~  
UmeEwalalhmrraorc. 

IfyouIookutbeCqs1 rmmkrr.iocommd ~ u b s a d ~ u n t l y h i & c r r r d i t i s p l ~  
~coarcnativoalmupc~hodWEuopecoorwulb.~WhuIhsu'rt&i~&cririci~WEfor 

to &&dd~n rad f ~ r  p\amri~g C a d i l l r ~  ~ c M U ~ & "  
Imbed, lmgu800 ln QO r ~ ~ a t  chat rppaers s roaac Ihr, C a p s  viU ukc r lcrr ~ t i v o  rppmch 

l o c l u n ~ p c h m D O E q ~ ~ d r l w i r b r a t i d s o r , l ~ a a a r t h e W ~ r w c o M a I h s  
t o r a c p ~  

&~rcpon,breCorpculdths"rskdopdrppoprttc~oriono~dwaadniccrirudrtlcay 
~ W e e h t u J I s c t ~ d w ~ d e 0 - ~ 1 & b s r s m e d l a l a d a a b ~ ~ , m t ~ t m d  
acbdulo, at a d  & MIB g c d y  chose ~ V O  cd~k &ring in pM, du influcac# of local 
~armnunidamdaate~-utoroponMib 

' l lwscho lccsmyn~reprawst (b t [W~dr~xpr~r~mbbeta t l t ao fh lphmcoato  
d WCC r c h a d d ~ ,  m y  ecrually dolay modinion O( tblne 01 I)ra hm T ~ o  Corpr' npprt it 
YWevu drat IIKI adoption duitnia, which protact hum Wth md lhs cav'humnc, htll do to wih 
m a t t  coaddcrarion for o a r  rrlPlPorO rad camrmmicy uaptanw. md lrnd ~ u a s  quimwtu, 
d be cbe man r~~roprb  ltmediuiOn 8m1~. .,. If [b Corm1 u w  tho marc cansewah aunnmch 

m n d s r - ~ l a c k o f r c l e a m ~ f a r t h c c l e a ~ o ~ w o r k . ~ S b c m ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ d a t d d ~ o a s e  
a p p p a m ~  carllu IU moam tha the dcpnment doe, nor bcliow it can Ism buufsr iu a- 
mylatoty authotity to rnotha fcdar( yaq d it i s  uaebr which, il lay uen~y ,  h aubf~ry  m 
onforca rogulawy pmvisiaar u the Corps complstu QK dmw work. 

Mmvor.  tomes f a r m i  wirb r& prom qucaioncd whn provtsbw tkt Caxpa hPr mods for 
muring UIC Wth and d a y  of wakaa an@ ia dw doonup drodioacrivs mtaml&n - r tuk in 
which rhe Cop b only S i  o*prieaFe. 

H a w b  w o a k ' t ~ w i i b o r w c i n d  b ~ m u n b a n o l C b n ~ a R t o ~ y b ~ k h v o n b l y o n ~  
Caps, h on open qucrlian ond me dnat b polsndrlly critical m WB'c m h d  ~~~t pmgme 

Soare m d o n  of Gxwa8 om a b d y  cansidain~ tha pouc'b'dity of moving mlpowibilig for 
compkhg Ihe clcawp of rites DOE has Ear~ucd f~ dstly clmure - rhe Mound wd F t d d  rita in 
Ohio oad du Rooky Plau Baviromcaul Tebnology Site in Colorado - to the Corps. 

At a hsorlnl hut w a k  before chc How Amophtioas Hlbmminas on anagy and wotur develop 
meat. Mlohlgan Rapublian Rcp Jorcpb b 0 k n b r ~ 8  flmtod the Mca rhat tho Corpt could be braigh in 
m camplals ramt of DOE'r cleanup work - Jeff Barbrr 

TOTAL P .002 
P.82 



i v i i a t i i i a u u ~  y u = - v = u  

Miamisburg, OM THE MIAMISBURGMEST CARROLLTON NEWS 

(w = 7,000) ~pri18.1998 

Let's Talk 
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J 
. . . . . . .  . . Tunein tonight at 7 pm 

:- .'for the lates't information on the M . . 

: .  . . . . . .  facilityand-a liv'e discussion withM:MCIC 1. : : , ,. . :. : . . _ . . .  .;j'iesid~nfMike . / Grauwelman. , . . . .  . '. . 
. . . . .  . . ... . . . . .  . . .  . . . . . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . -. . . . . . .  . . 

:. . B.e:ready:to ca11'4388887 with questions or 
' ~comm&ts . . . . .  'about':theon-going conversion o f '  . 

., . . . .  ':. . ., . "1:: . the:s;ife ,to.~ommerclal. use. * ,  
. . . . . .  . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . .  . . .  . / . ,  : I  , . . . . . . .  . . .  

. :: 
. . . . .  : ::: :: : . . :  P.foduiod by . . . .  . . . . ; . . . . . . . . :  . . x: l i . . . . . . 

. . <. . . . I-.. . .  , ... . . 

: m m l  :valley :\ ' kc and the. . '  , 

. . . . . . . . . .  . , ify of ~iamisburg 
. . .'cab!e C B , ~ / ~ I I ~ I  r0"ly on  GATV ~ h a n n e l  i.0 . . . . .  . . .  



Dayton Daily News 
Dayton, OH 
(S=230,000, D=180,000) 

TUESDAY, APRIL 14,1998 

a Soil tobe tested . 

b The site was used for 
.atomic research in the 
1940s. 

By Derek Ali 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS .. ' 

.Agoup of environmental and 
governmental agencies collected 
an additional 150 soil samples 
Monday from near a Dayton 
Board of Education maintenance 
facility at 1601 W. First St. and 
Greene JROTC Academy. 

.The Ohio Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency and the Ohio 
bepartment of Health with assis- 
tance from the U.S. Department 

' of Energy and Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base conducted an 
extensive sampling because the 
sites are located near a school 
building. 

Slightly elevated levels of 
polonium-210, a radioactive mate- 
rial handled at the site when it 
was used for atomic research in 
the 1940% were found at the sites, 
according to a report released in 
February. 
' The federal government rented 
the maintenance facility prop- 
efty in 1940s to conduct experi- 
ments to extract polonium 210 
from ore as part of the Manhat- 
tan Project, which produced 
atomic weaDons. 

- ' 2 :, maintenance faciiitv 1,: 

. . . .  . '. . DAVrON . DAILY NEWS 

':There were about a half dozen 
sites in Dayton used for the Man- 
'hattan Project," said Ohio EPA 
sp~keswoman Lynne Barst. 
,;The experiments were con-. 

ducted prior to the construction 
of tlie Mound Plant in Miamis- 
burg. Barst said the school board, . 
p,ropedy .was.decontaininated in 
1950, but the agencies decided to 

Officials of the Ohio Environ- 
mental Protection Agency and 
the Ohio Department of Health 
have said that there is no current 
health or safety risk unless a per- 
son ingests the soil. 

Two of six preliminary soil 
samples showed higher than nor- 
mal concentrations of polonium 
210 and lead 210, both classified 
by the U.S. EPA as carcinogens 
- agents that can produce can- 
cer, according to the report. 

The February report indicated 
four samples collected in August 
were normal, while two showed 
elevated levels of polonium 210, 
Barst said;Four samples were 
collected from the maintenance 
facility and two from near a run- 
ning track at the school. 

"The key site is the mainte- 
nance property across the street 
from the school," Barst said. 

The results are expected in 
early summer. 

test the soil.b&ause "there was a 
.potential that some radioactive ' . ,CONTACT Derek Ali at. 225-2263 or e- 
material got released there.'' mail him at derek~ali@coxohio.com 
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Mound Road 
Progrsm ' Miamisburg, Ohio 
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Come and join others in the -. - 
- .  

Miamisburg community to hear 
about what is hrrppening 

A A' 

@w?~o~ics fofthe Evening: . ;. . 

- . , - Miami-Erie Canal Restoration Plan 
. . . . - ,Mihisburg Mound Commu4ty .... .-. , : - - . 

Improven~ent Corporation _. (h4h4CIC)-Update _,.; ...... 

: - Department of Energy Acceleetd ' . 
.'I . . 

Clean~Up Plan ' .>I . . 
. . ,A ' ., 

. . 
. . 

OSE . AG . . .  

Agency tor Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 

Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
nces the final release of the Mound Plant 

comments on the previous version of the document, 
which was released in December 1996. The final release 
document includes ATSDR's responses to the public 

ATSDR concluded the Mound Plant poses no apparent 
public health hazard. The agency is exploring the feasibil- 
ity of reviewing Mound Laboratory notebooks from the 
1950's for information that was not available during the 
preparation of this public health assessn;ent. 

The Final Release Mound Plant Public kr;sessment can be 
yiewed in the CERCLA Public Reading Room, Senlor . 
Adult Center, 305 Central Ave, Miamisburg, 937-866-8999. 
T; request a copy, call ATSDR at 1-800-447-1544 and ask 
for the Mound Plant Public Health Assessment. 
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NUCLEAR WUPONS Mound 

'b A study .... says .. one threat was 
from ..swage releases in the 
Great Miami River in 1982-83. 

. . 

MIAMISBURG (AP) - The Mound 
nuclear weapons plant poses no appar- 
ent health hazard to nearby residents, 
according to a federal health study. 

The final versiori of the study, con- 
ducted by the:Atlanta-based Agency for 
Toxic Substahces and Disease Registry, 
was released Thursday. A preliminary 
version, v1hich:reached the same conclu- 
sions, was released in December 1996. 

The agency,,said releases over the 
years of radioactive plutonium or tri- 
tium posed nohealth risk. Historic data 
was insufficienf tqdetermine whether 
ra'dioacf ive .polonium or nonradioactive 
substances everposed a health risk. 

The plant, which was built in 1949, 
prod-aced triggers for nuclear weapons. 
Over the years, radioactive and kazard- 
ous sutistances were released into the 
air; water and soilat the 305-acre site 
qbout 10 miles south of Dayton. 

The agency was required to coilduct a 
-health assessment of the site because the 
Mound plant'is onthe Superf~~nd list of 
the nation'smost hazafdous sites. The 
agency evaluated plant emissi.ons, can- 
cer data,-worker studies anc! inter- 
viewed residents.' 

The ATSDR said it identified only one 
instance in the past where exposure 
could have caused adverse health 
effects. It said that in 1982 and 1983, 
releases from hlburid's sanitary sewage- 
treatment facility into the Great Miami 
River posed a temporary hazard to peo- ' 
ple swimming, boating or fishing down- 
stream. 
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N ~ M o & @ ~ ~ I :  
But Same 
Union Tells DOE 

BY GEORGE LOBSENZ 

Despie a change h *-pore wd 
&8rgy Departmeat enfoccemmt action 
o v ~  p u t  lapses, dore b v e  bees 
more brcaLdowns in worker radiation 
monimring at DOE'S Mound sire. prompt- 
ing the l a d  016rkers' union to seek an 
javesfi@on by DOE frwmtas, nc 
Elizrgy Daily hes learned. 

union fn m c h  18 
comgIain~ DOE headquarter6 that Mound 
labatarrxy managers in January botched 
b-lay telhg--m~ t a s ~ -  

wozm~ axplrmt to tadionuc~~s  
drufag deauup o p ~ c i o ~ s  at the Ohio 

K k  
mated and had to be rccalculatcd- 

% =ion abo me labss 
(~ondhusd on page 2) 

Davis: Alliant Is Ready 
For New Energy Business 

BY DENNIS WAMSl-ED 

Ertoll Dads, Jr, is not sftald to speak his miad. 
Davis. @dent and CEO of AUtanq the acwly comptcrcd %any 

merger of WPL Halbings, E S  Indusdcs Inc. and Inrenrate PowuCo., 
' told fepOrtuJ TuedAy L h a ~  the m e w  procesf was k d u l y  long ~ n d  
chaUcnging ." 

I t  took almosL two and half y e m  from start to finish to gain approval 
for the merger. which crrstcs what is just the 3Otblarpesr investor- 
Owned UUQ in tho nation, bpoinrcrd our. & conmat, it only took some 
seven months for Bociug-unth annual sales almost 20 times largef 

. &an themerged Allianc--to p a .  approval rmia ctkeovur ofMCDonnel1 

IL is 'fIan&ngn to think che morgcd companies bavc th4 markot 
Lac waa implied by tbo 10ngthy reg010ry ~views. LC rUb But 

avis added that the company now has to move fotrward quickly to mak 
up for the time b S t  during Qoss yavicws. 

For starters, Davis sald the campmy is operating under the assump- 
tion Uaat it will be dbqpmgated at lome point, vherher by shake ar by 
regulatory mandate. As such, &c company is divided aloqg functional 
lines: Alliant Udlides, AlIIant Powa, AUianc Indoraies aad a h r  
C o ~ ~ t e  SuvicCS. (Continued on page 3) 

Low Oil Prices Are Beginning To Hurt-IPAA 
NEW YORK--Low oil prices are beahmug to have Domestic production. mrsmwlrile, wiJl decline by an 

an impact in the Uahd Siatts. the lndcpcodebc Peuo- average .7 percent amugh 2010, Lsllfng to roughly 5.9 
krmr Assodatien of Amvlca reported hqe Tuesday. mbd in mar. y w ,  u,$. production bas not been below six 
leading to a pronounad drop io ddmeslic ~ d u c r i o n ,  mbd Jncc 1950. 

IU rbe mast dramatic change fmtn its I 97 t~eimatc, On tbc natural gas side, IPM remains bullish. In 
IPAA's supply and demand commictcc d4P)ngmded its 1998, lPAA projscts r,har U.S. gas production will bit 
projcctldn 0fu.S. oil mdaEtion io 1998. Thaassoctarion 19.16 dllfon cabtc fcct (t-up 1 prcsnt for thc year. i now Pro ~ c Q  that 199 ~ m ~ t f c p f o d u ~ ~  pnll a v a g e  mainly rcsplt of W-cz than n o n a l  weather h i s  
6-32 bands d. WM), hm 11 -4 P e n L  past winter. The United S w  expecuxl to impon 2.9 

carliu pro'octions. 
I irom I997 md also off 10 .000 bane& pet bay fmm tcf, mst all of it from 

In its long-range pas fonxas~ IPAA projocts 1.5 Golns S a c  a ~ b d c  pIP*A: vice pmi-  mmc mnvd g m ~  br hCI(l= p m d u d a  through dent of ~ O ~ C S ,  &Id The BIICT~Y Daity the as~ocktim tooo, 1.4 crarnt gD* amugh 2010. 
B X P ~ ~  ~ o f t l n i a  md m ~ l d n s  bu o m  y d u c h n  Hovcvcr. ondcrf!pAA's gu .,,t mc6 c ~ s  
to rcjull in lower aveagc ouQut OO0 Ihan mu* ballyhoaod 30 &f in future dcmaPd by 2015. previously bad b c ~ n  ex ctcd. Instead. IPAA projects 27.2 tcf in 2010. "Fc's a h c c  smr~." g m r b a d c  A d -  ' 'Pfoduafi are ~ h c  b i g g a  in-le tn 2 s c a ~ ~ m p r i o a  in I W I  ova c u m g  back on oil-directcd drilling." 1997 is for cleculcicy gmcratlm, whrcb is expscrrd to Oil pries hic a low in rhe $13 per barrel ransc in ,,=, by 32parccor, By 2010, March and have since bounced back sliglltly. 

Ia iu long-ran c forecash tc~eaacd concurrently wu gencr&on Lo comame 5-1 ccf of nw gas* just under 
the short-run &~CS~OIIS, XPAA predicts hat total dl l9 PVml mmi 
@ ru and roduEu) *U hi' 10.7 mbd by moo a rcuult of warm wtatkr. residential consnmpdon 
Su.2 xnbd In 20fh up from 10 mbd xpectcd this is ~mjccad fa DY 04 P C c a c  thb Yeu. 
, Year. 7 A O W A R D  BUSKIRK 

AXTENTION: COPYRICRTED MATh:W.  Ii C unlawful to tepwncc tl& pmge *bout mitien pcnnlrdon the publkhc~. 
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DOE to correct rfis Maund workcr 
dm m b l m .  They ata con- 
cerned that DOE sdU bas not 
followed through an premises 

_made two y ~ y s  a o rn fix tho 
worker sdrry pm%lems at fie sik. 

DOE sougbr to rmdcrscore its 
mccms last year Eoilowinp 
BkW's takeover of Mound. The 
deparuncnt fined EG&G 
SllZS00--ono of Its largest safev 
pandtits to date--for repeated 
serious lapses in radlolo 'cal 
rnot11tDrl~g of workers. d b ~  cite. 
Ed&O for lailing to test worker 
urine or otbnr bbtoassay samples for 
radiological cantaonlnarion. Later 
mting indicated some of the 
works had b e e  conraninarsb 
DOE said at least 108 cases.were 
identified iu whicb &a bioassay 
-plea w a c  not submitted for 
resting in 1997. as was required 
rmda Ihe connaetnr'a radiation 
work permits. Thc deparfment alfo 
pointed to improper calculadon of 
cadiattan doses received by wodcfxs 
who had submitted bioassay 
sam lcs. EG&G sdd tbose WOOL recclved IIO dose. c o r n e d  
assessments indicated same 
w d c r r  ma9 have absorbed 
plutonium-238 coutamlnadoo. 

DOE said EGtG exacubattd 
piobicans by failing m 

cffcctive canecdvs ~ction. Al- 
cbough those roblems were flru 
i d e n ~ e d  in f945. EG&G failcp to 
taka steps to fix the faulty monamr- 
fng program-and DOE took no 
timely mforcMedL action to force 

New Contractol; But Same Problems.. . c ~ - n  p.9. aneI ; 

problems-whlcb bvolve a new A sp&sman for DOE'S Ofice  
conrpumr sysmn-codd prevent of EnvtroMIent, Safcty & Wealm 
the proccss&g of compleoc worker conflnned ths union'a complaint 
dose assessmcnrs until June. had bwb rscaived. but declined any 
Howcvet, omcials wirb Babcock B further amten t .  
Wilcox. which operam Monad for Peter Helrmao. Mound slg 
DOE, and DOE M o d  officials manags tor B&W, Jald tbc uoion's 
said the anion w89 mistaka and concerns on bioassay testing were 
thnc workor dose asecsmenu are "a misundCI3LaDdidg." He said Lbe 
being calculated by computcr gliLchu 
hand. we= a =v'"w 

Ln another 
incitbt dted in its indicate wotka dose 
complaint the aslcdmcnv) w m  
aim Local 74200 ~ & y e t ? S  are quickly corrected 
of tho Oil, Chemical dgnifiant and ibac b i u a y  
and Atomic Workas testing had not been 
(OCAW, as0 of exposwe atad intcmrped. 

a reui~dy. 
The or response by EG&G 

md D~gufamoted OCAW to file 
suit in A U ~ U S ~  1995 accuoiag 
EG&G of gross mismanyemenc of 
worker sfcry gropams and even 
intcnfiwal concealment of hazard- 
006 wdrking conditions. n e  sllit 
said EGBG did not propafly test 
workers for exposure m radioactive 
cantaminma and failcd to tell 
soma workers when testing iodi- 
c a d  they had been ex ooed In 
line via iu m d I d o n ~ c o n W t o r  
fndemnification poJtdes, DOE 
provided Ue legal defense for 
EG&G and has been negotiating 
with OCAW on a seulemmt 
Sources said Ulc litigation w m  
close to final sccUemcnt. 

charged that due to On the saco~d 
of "rd-the" I bok .fommd incldmt Lnvolving 

monitoring tech- your ass;iS&nce the alle8ed kck of 
ntques, workus real-dms rnoniror- 
wetc exposed to in this mdter..' inp. Hekman 
excessive radiation 
Imels in ciurying workers learned 
out a February 1998 
projscr m &go radiation concentcarions had 
vendladon ftltcrs at cxcceded'stop wotk levels. But he 
awy3tedif sal noled rhe~workcrs wen in pmlcc- 
IacUly. off .mE. dva 6s- and that radiation levels 
tho project was bad exceeded B&W's internal stop 
sampbtcd rcrs ndiatiun mewurn* w o k  m ~ ~ - - o o t  Wlfa mu* 
men@ calculated and workers higher rtpolabry Limits. He said 
infonncd tbat radiation concmaa- the additional castiPg of rwo 
dons d&g rhc project had workers was a stanUard precaution- 
exceeded "stop work" lovok tha ary measruc ro assure no cxccssho 
union durged. Two of the warkars do= was received. 
subsequmUy were directed to H e w  said h e  union's 
andergo additloma bioassay cesdng complaint rcflcctcd continuing 
an4 saw rhek work teatztctcd due worker suspldons stemming from 8 
to concctas abooc radiadon up- series of lapses in worker radiation 
tala$. mouirorinp that plagued Mound h 

"Then have b a n  a couple of the yeara~lcadmg up to B&W's 
incidents at the Mound sire recently dceovcr of thc dk lssl fall. EG&G 
that must be brought to your operated:lhc plant prior to B&W, 
amtian," Michael Gibson, rbe Gary Wolloy, rasldenr of b e  
IO&S vies praidonr cold Keith O U W  local. oh nrr Energy 
Cbrisuqhu, director of DOE'S Daily Tmday that the candnuing 
Office of Enforcement and Invasd- warkcr concerns arc uoc surprising 
gndon. in lhe Mafcb 18 complaint. in thaL B&W retained several key 
"I ask yon to mvcstigau both managers that bad b a n  in Charge 
situations. I fsal it dtmonstrarea of =G&G's worker safccy pro- 
noncompliance with DOE'S grams. NoUey said bp B &W site 
occupational radiacioa protcchiou managers had wied to be repon- 
rule andlor quality assamnee rule. sive lo the union's concerns, but 

"Thasa slurations Indiurc abdcd: ''TIC system is £ailing a," 
employers arc at significant risk of Also ccmcmed about rhc 
cxgoarrrs aud I look forwsrd to your situaf.ion~ aie Sen. John Glean (D- 
asdstancc in this maucr." Gibson Ohio) ancl Rcp. Tony Hall @- 
added. Ohio), ~ h o  have bean pressing 

A m O N :  COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL. It b unlvwful ta rcprodum thb p u g  
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Mound Advanced Tmhnology Center 

Mound Advanced Technology 
Center 

-s business- -- - 

A opportunities knock 
across the Miami 
Valley, a growing 

variety of companies are 
w e r i n g  the call by locating at 
the Mound Advanced Technology 
Center (MATC). 

With 30 companies and 264 
employees, the site represents 
businesses involved in high-tech 
research and development, 
production and business-to- 
business services. - "Some companies locate here 
because of the sophisticated 
equipment and labs available," 
said Mike Grauwelman, 
president of the Miamisburg 
& n d  Communi" 

rovement Corp., the 
omic development 

organization-for Mound. 
.?Others just want to take 

advantage of our competitive 
lease rates for business and office 

The goal is to reduce the air 
pollution caused by these types 
of engines, according to Joe 
Hager, principal investigator for 

.- - - 
-this 2;year;old company.- - -- - - - - 

The first company to open at 
the MATC was Mound 
Manufacturing Co., a 
machining business started by a 
group of former Mound 
employees who operated the 
Mound machine shop. The 
company now works for 
customers in the aerospace, 
defense, medical and canning 
industries, as well as NASA and 
the Department of Energy. 

Mound Metallurgical Inc. is a 
metallurgical analysis laboratory 
that helps its industrial 
customers solve problems, 
improve' quality and become 
more competitive. 

It provides testing and analysis 
of metals, ceramics, plastics and 
other synthetics, and focuses on 
failure analysis and in-process 
checks for manufacturing 
operations. Electron microscopy 
is one of its highly specialized 
service offerings. 

- 

"When our customers come to 
us with a broken part such as a 
bolt, we can tell them exactly 
why it failed," said owner Tim 
Critz. "in this way, they can 
change 'the process or the raw 
material to prevznt problems or 
failure." .- 

continued on page 7 

Jpace," he added. 
- One MATC company is -' - - 
Inorganic Specialists Inc., a 
materials science laboratory that 
is developing a carbon 
supercapacitor to power future 
electric vehicles, among other 
research and development 
projects. 

"People are interested i.n our 
work because the batteries 
currently available for electric 
vehicles can't discharge energy 
fast enough for acceleration," 
said company president Dr. Dave 
FirsiCh. "Mound offers me a . 

tremendous pool of technical 
expertise that I can access by 
just walking down the hall." 

Another company, Motor * 

Carbon Research LLC., is 
involved in carbon materials 
technology and currently is 
working on a project to develop 
a lowcost manufacturing 
process for carbon pistons for 
internal combustion engines. 

Photo courtesy of Mound Advanced Technology Center 

Inorganic Specialists Inc. is operating at the Mound Center. 





They're all part of the new Mound, the Miami Valley's up-and- . - -  

coming industry and technology park. The best opportunities 
await your company ... if you act now. 

. . . . .. . . . . ,  . . .. 

Whether you're a start-up or an established firm ... 
a high-tech researchand development lab or a manufacturer ... 
a consulting firm or a business-to-business services company.. . 

Thirty companies-representing a variety of industries -now 
enjoy the competitive advantages of locating at the Mound . 

Advanced Technology Center. 

vww @am WMh 
I 



Call today to explore the business opportunities 

at  the Mound ~ d v a n c e d  Technology Center or to 

schequle a tour. Contact Jeff Kamphake, marketing 
- - -  ~- -- 

_ - - -  - -  - - _  -- _ . ...- -. - - -- - - - -- --  -- -- - 

manageifor t he  Miamisburg Mound Community 
1rnpro"ement Corporation, at (937) 865-4462.' 

Or visit our Web site at:www.mound.com. 

-7 M I A M I S B U R G  

Mound 
C O M M U N I T Y  
IMPROVEMENT 
C . O R P  

J P.O. Box 232 Miamisburg, OH 453434232 
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1 Questions can be referred to DOE Office of Public Affairs at (937) 865-31 16 I 

I 

@.%I / es ton opens new offices 
Bill Robertso^n, Prksident and CEO of Roy F. .Weston Inc. and Miamisburr ?.il;:.r~r Dick 

BUILDING DATA PACKAGE 
Information Notice 1 

.Church Jr. cu.t the ribbon'for weston's new offices. Weston is a subc!,n!:!.v~~::tor for 
;dkil,cock & Wilcox, the contractor for the Mound facility. . ., 
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. . .  

.... . . & ound tries to reduce worker-test 
. . 

backlog: 
. .. . 

- - - - _- - -  
<I:; ~ B U R G  - ~hi! operitor 
8;;of the forine Mound nuclear 
..-:weapons plant is tryibg to reduce 
. . . - a  backlog- of test samples for 

~ . .  - 
; .worker exposure so it can resume 
. . , radioactive . clew-up of the site. . . 

.The U.S. Department of Energy 
.. said Monday it had ordered a tem- 
..por&-y halt ir, the' cleanup work at 
: : the site, a b u t  10 -miles southwest 
-. .of Dayton, because of delays in 

the test results. 
.* :. Mark Becker, spokesman for 
,..plant operator Babcock and 
,.Wilcox of Ohio, said the company 
. . agrees with DOE'S decision to sus-. 
- -  pend work . ' 

, .. : ."Our intention is to get the 
-. backlog processed," Becker said. 

He said ,311 sm-ples remained - - 
.& be analyzed, but he did not 
'know how long it will take. 

Had workers been exposed . to 
any excessive levels. of radiation, 
.it likely would have triggered de- 
tectors at the deanup sites, Beck- 
er said. 

R e  Energy Department's Ohio 
field office ordered the M i d s -  
burg-based Babcock and Wilcox of 
Ohio to suspend cleanup until 
problems with the laboratory that 
tests workers for radiation expo-' 
sure through urine,. or bioassay, 
samples are fixed. ' 

"I am extremely concemed 
about J h e  de!ay in counting a 
r,umber of .bioassay samples and 
the quantity of samples presently 
backlogged in the bioassay labora- 
tory," said Leah Dever, manager 
of the DOE'field office. - ' . 

Ms. Dever said the department is 
cominitted to timely communica- 

. - .  . .: - .. 
I.. ti?n of test &is to the worl; force. 

' Messages were left for Gary Nol- 
ley, president of the 0il;Chemical 
k d  Atomic Workep Local 07- . . 
4200, whi& represents Mo-md 
workers. 

Jeff Sherwood, a spokesman for 
,the E n e r e  Department h. Wash- 
ington D.C., said ordering a halt 
M such work was unusual. 

"That happens ' only rarely," he 
said. 

. . -  . . 
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q .. 
adiological work at Mound 

suspended until samples analyzed 
The U.S. Department of Energy has ordered 

contractor Babcock and Wilcox of Ohio to 
- --sJspend all radiological work at the former- - 

Mound nuclear weapons plant in Miamis- 
burg until processing of a backlog of bioassay 
samples. The urine samples are submitted by 
workers in areas where they could be 
exposed to radioactive materials and are ana- 
lyzed to look for excessive exposure. The sus- 
pension will continue until the backlog is 
coqected, according to a DOE spokeswoman. . . :The' locations were Project, a .&ret rj.~..$ject.tp.::~,?; 

&id by the U J. in the build ato&c;bo~b deg':'';::-::j 
. . .  ;- .r: .. ., . . _ ,  - _ .  Word W : :  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

&eloprnent of the first one Droiepj:si:tkwas-the ~ h -  - . ' 

---- - - ----- .- .---- 
m3lif-6 kmpsey 
W&&-LY NEWS --- -. . 
- - - -  ~ - 

. 

;%te6ficials conducted tests 
-for radioactivity in Oak- 
*:&the site of a building 
--as part of the nation's race 
6 6 9 d i h e  - fnst atomic bomb. .-- - -& plan to return today to 
i%%k?.samples at the Run- 
w e l a y h o u s e  site, located 
aij% 1 m y m e d e  Road and @= b e n u e .  
r-*=- - . 

Z-f &o EPA and state 
- w e n t  of Health plan to dig 
k&et deep to take core samples 
65 ~ ~ y m e d e ,  according to 
Ohid EPA spokeswoman Lynne 
B&t. - ' - -=. - .. - - 
>The site w& part of a research 
pfoject into ways to trigger a 
nuclear explosion conducted at 
seved sites around Dayton. The 
operation moved to the Mound in 
Miamisburg in 1949. 

CKarles .men Thomas, a local 
chemist who later founded Mon- 

nGeie pi&&, : .i 
demolished ~m&~,&port@~ff~~! '5:;' 
Oakridge, T e ~ : ;  &g'k& iis6::' i 

:. . ,  
. .  truckloads of dirt'.m.i949. 

Another building was on- West ., 

First Street, near the GMne : 
JROTC Academy and a board: of . , 

education garage..That Iodation 
was test~Iast.qnth,;whenthe. :. 

Ohio EnviromienM PrdtMon. : 
Agency discovered iii the soil . - : 
slightly elevated readmg~ 'of-pO1w 
nium 210 and lead 30, -&-b&.. : :; 
tive materi&.ded.td&&fi.:.: ... : 2 
bomb triggers, s ~ t e o ~ c i a h  {",:;:ii:. 

. . . . . .  said. . . .  . "  ..:.:. . 

Test resdts ofboth iites qjiu.36: 
available by late summe, h f  ' ' 

. . . , . . , ! ::' .- . . . .  , .:.. -" said. . , - . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  :.. ?: ... 

Historical rese&& % the a&? 
wood site indicates thatthe p n , : :  
cess used t h e e  the 1940s did '.'- 

. not use lead210; she said. ... ..-..:' .: 
~olonium'ZIO'has a half-life of -.. 

138 days, meaning that every 138 . 
days its radioactivity is,reduced . . .  .:. 

. . .  by half. ' . . . . . . . . .  . . - -. . . . 

State health chitials said that  : 
the Dayton and the Oakwood: .-:." .. 
facilities pose Little 1iealth.ek; :.: : 

. . .  santo Chemical Co., was a mem- 
b CONTACT Dale Dempsey (937) -..I:;. ber of a select group of scientists 225-2270 or by 

. 

working on the Manhattan dale~dempse~oxonio.com . . '. ' . 
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::It was commercial matchmak- 
ink at  its-finest.lthat- brought 
together Mound Laser and 
Photonics Center (MLPCX and 
Rhode Island-based Laser Fare 
Inc., a company that specializes 
in laser materials processing. 
The acquisition provides the 
Mound technology company 
access to new industrial markets; 
a broad range of materials pro- 
cessing capabilities and addi- 
tional financial resources. 

MLPC, which:commercial- 
ized' the.defense-related . . . laser .. . . 

and 'photonics.  technologies 
developed by the Department of 
~ n e r ~ ~ ' s  Mound Laboratory, 
expands geographical markets 
for Laser Fare, a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Infinite Group Inc. 
(NASDAQ-IMCI). At the same 
time, the Mound company offers 
new levels of innovation and 
creativity through its appl'ica- 
tions laboratory and materials 
processing activities. 

Current capabilities within the 
MLPC include a laser marking 

. . . .. . 

system, a pulsed laser deposition : 
(PLD)' facility for the depositiofi.' 
of thin films to improve surface 
properties of materials, evalua- 
tion of laser-material interac- 
tions and applied optics applica- . . 

tions. 

"The Midwest region, long 
known for its expertise in mate- 
rials and materials science, rep- 
resents a platform for growth in 
the application of laser technolo- 
gies in the automotive, aero- 
soace, machine tool and..other 

..' industries," said MLP-C presi- 
i: jkht.. ~ i .  Larry Dosser. "MLPC 

can now offer the full range of 
laser materials processing ser- 
vices currently available at Laser 
Fare's Rhode Island facilities." 

The acquisition also brings to 
the Miami Valley the,capabilities 
o f  Express Tool, an Infinite 
~ r o u p  company that uses con- 
formal.cooling and 
thermal management techniques 
in the fabrication of high pro-. 
ductivity tools for the.plastic- 

injection molding and die-cast- 
ing industries. 

"The acquisition of MLPC 
represents a diversification in 
both capabilities and geographic 
markets for Infinite," said 
Clifford G. Brockmyre, CEO 
and president of Infinite Group 
Inc. "Laser Fare's expertise in 
materials processing and 
MLPC's experience in laser and 
photonics applications will 
allow us to offer a powerful 
combination of capabilities to 
enhance our customers' compet- 
itiveness." 

MLPC is one of 28 businesses 
with 264 employees located at 

2 Mound Advanced Technology 
Center, a former Department of 
Energy nuclear beapons  site 
undergoing defe-nse conversion. 

Infinite Group Inc. is an 
industry leader in the areas of 
laser materials processing, 
advanced manufacturing meth- 
ods and laser-applications tech- 
nology. 
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I . ' .., . , % .  E'A approves 
a 

nuclear dump 

By Traci Watson 
USATODAY- - 

WASHINGTON - A mas- 
sive federal dump for weapon- 
related radioactive waste was 
approved by the Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency Wednes- 
day, paving the way for the 
first shipment on June 19. ' .  

Opponents vowed to file law- 
suits that would keep the un- 
derground site near Carlsbad, 
N.M., c!osed. 

T h e  governme,nt plans to . ., , . 
USA TODAY 

store 5 million cubic feet of low- be neariy& big a'headache as 
level radioactive. waste at  'the . the.was<e'ii1s s6pposed t o b f e -  
site. That kind of waste is now guard. 
stored at 23 sites in 16 states. The Waste Isolation Pilot 

The 23 sites a re  considered - -  Plant (WIPP) has been under 
safe for short-term storage but construction since 1980 and a 
were never n e a n t  to be per- matter of disagreement for 
manent disposal dumps. even longer. It has already cost 

About 53 million people live the federal government $2 bil- 
within 3@ miles of those 23 lion and has a n  annual operat- 
sites; 50,000 to 60,000 live with- ing budget of'$185 million. 
in 50 miles of the Carlsbad site. The waste is to be stored in 

Activation,.of the New Mexi- salt formations 2,000 feet be- 
co dump would be a triumph neath the desert surface. Scien- 
for the Department of Energy tists predict natural shifting of 
(DOE), which has been trying the salt will tightly entomb the 
to open it for years. But law- waste barrels. 
suits by environmentalists and But people in nearby towns 
changes in the DOE'S plans have objected to the waste be- 
have delayed the site's start-up. ing shipped down their main 

"Our action today culminates - streets. And environmentalists 
a 24-year process and makes a and some scientists have high- 
historic milestone in our na- lighted what they say a re  flaws 
tion's efforts to c l e w  up the en- in the government's storage 
vironmental legacy of the Cold plans, such as the chance that 
War," Energy Secretary Feder- oil drilIers working nearby will 
ico Pena said Wednesday. bore into the waste. 

The waste is one of the most The EPA's decision hasn't 
troublesome remnants of the changed  opponents '  minds. 
Cold War arms race. Known as "The EPA is . . . being a team 
transuranic waste, it consists of player and being kind to DOE," 
tools, clothing and other items said Don Hancock of the South- 
that were contaminated with west Research and Informa- 
radioactive material, mostly tion Center, a n  Albuquerque 
plutonium, during the manu- e n v i r o n m e n t a l  g r o u p  t h a t  
facture and dismantlirlg of nu- plansto sue. 
clear weapons. The material Still, the dump does have 
will r emain  radioactive for some backers in the Southwest. 
thousands of years. The gov; Residents of Carlsbad (popula- 
ernment expects to have 5 mil- tion 24,952), expect WIPP's 
lion cubic feet of the stuff on its - opening,to stimulate the local 
hands once it finishescleaning.::':economy;:~,Mayor G a r y  P e r -  
up the narion's weapoii; f f a ~ , ~ l ~ k o w s k ~ $ , a i d i  'fWelrg(.happy, , 
tories in 2070. .:. . --" :.:..:~e;F~~~zex$~ed.' ,We 'think it's 

But the dump has proved to .; time to:get'ttiis project started." . . . .  
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KMAN RESIGNATION ANNOUNCED A T  MOUND 

Peter M. Hekman, president ofB&W of Ohio. Ins., has announced his resignation 

effective today. Mr. Hekman has been responsible for the U. S. Depanment of Energy's Mound 

'site in bliamisburg, Ohio, since October 1997. He was named to the post when Babcock & 

Wilcox won the contract for the site. 
I 

In announcing the resignation, 'John Fees, president of B&W Services, Inc., said, "It is 

with much regret that I accept Pete Hekman's resignation. He is an individual of high integrity 

and character, who b.as had an outstanding career both in the military and in civilian life. I will 

be meeting with the DOE next week to discuss his replacement." 

Mr. Hekman is a retired U.S. Navy Vice Admiral who also served as the manager of the 

DOE'S Savannah River Site and was awarded the ROE'S Exceptional Service Medd for his 

performance during Savannah River's period of contract and mission transition. 

%# 
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b A backlog of . 
.. 

radioactivity tests for 
workers has 'stalled the 
operation; - . . . 

By Dale Dempsey 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

PeterM. Hekman, the 
former U.S. Navy vice 
admiral who took over 
management of clean up 
operations at the former. 
Mound facility in 
Miamisburg, resigned as 
president of Babcock&Wilcox 
Ohio last Friday. 

The resignation was 
effective immediately. 

Hekman was instrumental 
in B&W Ohioivinning the 
U.S. Department of Energy 
contract to complete the 
environmental restoration of 
the Mound last October. He 

I -.<qI! 

nuclear repository. .:('I: 

John Fees, presidentp?tfie 
Virginia-based B&W. ;,., "'A 
Services, Inc. said he $&{, . . 
meet this week with en,* 
'department officials toname 
Hekman's replacement. 

Earlier this month, the;-:?: 
Department of Energy 
suspended all radioactive 
operations at the ~ound'i.".:!-; 
because of a backlog of .: :2N 
untested weekly urine s -q j l e s  
that are taken to detect '- . I:::, 
overexposure to radiation. 

The energy deparh5,epj@id 
that work in radioactiv!. 
areas will be suspende'd'+jil 
the backlog is eliminafei4!*c. a B&W spokesm&!443j 

. I _  U 

that Hekpan took j - :2 ,,; 
responsibility for the$estmg 
delay, some of whichmas 
inherited when B&W toblP3 
over for EG&G Mound: Mi!) 
former clean up contract9 

a?-! t & 

TUESDAY, MAY 19, 1998 

formerly served as the b CONTACT Dale ~ e m ~ s e ~ d 4 9 3 7 )  
manager of theenergy 225-2270 or by email . -.. .:"'u 
department's Savannah River dale-dernpsey@coxohio.co~~.~.;;i'! 

'! r. ,a ? 
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- - -  - -  - -  

WHERE: Community Park 
550 First Street 

The Miami-Erie Canal restoration project has been a major component of the environmen- 
tal cleanup project by the Department of Energy in and around the Mound site. The Canal 



C i t u  o f  M i a m i s b u r g  

Mound capital improvements on the horizon 
Ifseeing is bclicving, thcn future capital 
in~provernei~ts \\.ill give Mian~isbi~lg 
residents all thc reason they need to view 
Mound in an encirclv new wnv. LVliile 38 
businesses with 264 cniployccs already 
oDcratc on the site. blound's aDuearance c L I 

has not reflected its changing chal-acter. 
However, capital improvements are being 
planned that wiI1 begin to physically 
transform the fornlcr Department of 
Energy (DOE) weapons plant into a 
business park for technology and industry. 

i scheduled to begin in lacc 1998, \vith acti~al 
constr~~ccion starcing nest spring. 

I The L'hase I projecc ilrca represents rhc 
first improvements to the site, which is 
being conveyed by D O E  to the M M C i C  

. under n sales agreemcur signed in Janunry. 

The MMCIC will contribute S833,000 
i toward the 53.35 lnillion project, while the 
: City of Miamisburg has com~ilicted 
I S150,OOO. In addition, grant applications 
: are pending with three potential sources: . - - 

the State of Ohio 
"Our economic 

development efforts 
A ' Capital Fund (SI mil- 

lion); the Economic 
since I994 llavc netted Devzlopmenc 
renl business-gro~vth Administration of thc 
results in n rclari\rcly c 0 M M u N I T Y U.S. Deparc~nencof 
short time," said James 

I M p R o v E M E N T Commerce (S1 
VanTasscl, vice chairman of  the o R p nlillion) and Mont- bonrd of the blia~!lisburg Mound goincry Couny's  
Communiry 1nlp1:ovement Corporation Econo~nic DevelopmenrjGo\~er~~n~rnr 
(MMCIC), rile organization created by the . Equity program (S3j0,(,00), 
City of Mianlisbui-g to manage Mound's 
reuse and redevelopment. "But when ; The impact of these contriburions will 
people see earth n<oving, they will be able i be dollbled because they provide the 
to better i~nderstand our vision for I leverage for a one-to-onc dollar ~ i ~ a t c h  
blound's new future." 1 committed by the Deparcn~ent of  Energy 

The redeveloplnenc project has been 
detailed in tlic Mound Comprehensive 
lXeuse Plan, whicll was adopted last 
summer. Phase I focuses o n  the site's 

for Mound's redevelopmenc, as provided in 
a memorandun1 of agreement benveen 
DOE and the MMCIC. 

"This is an exciting time in blound's 
eastern boLllldary and includes reconstrLlc- evolution," said Mayor Dick Church. 
tion of Mound Road and the on-site Main i "When the transformation is con~pleced! 
Hill l<u~d,  a I)?\\; entrance and l l t i l i ~  work i we believe Miamisburg residents will be 

Kiosks providing 
Mound updates 
- 

Babcock & Wilcox of Ohio, the 
contractor at the Mound facility, recently 
introduced interactive kiosks designed to 
keep the comnlunity updated on the 
latest developnlents at the site.' 

These kiosks, known as Mound 
Information.Cencers, are currently on  
public display in the mamisburg Civic 
Center and in Miami Township adminis- 
trative offices. A third Information 
Center is being rotated to various public 
locations throughout the conlmunity. 

"We recognize the in$ortance of  che 
Mound facility within the Miamisbi~ry 
community, and these kiosks were 
developed as a convenient way to keep 
interested citizens apprised of the latest 
happenings [here," said   ark Becker, 

-manager of public relations for BStW. 
"They areeasy to use, fdly:comp.uterized 
and w.iU be updated on  a.+gular..basis 

..withn& information and . . . photos.!' 
:...,,. . . . 
, .__ _ .̂. 

~ o ' r  more information:dii the M o u n d  
Information Centers, call:Becker at . . 

t .  865-4450. 

providing public sewer, lightin$ and'\vatrr proud of whac this c o ~ ~ l ~ n u ~ i i c ) ;  112s 
and storm systems. Project cnglneering is I accomplished." 
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%OE finishes Erie Canal. clean up, 

releases Csmmaa~aity Park to city V 

- - 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Managing Editor 

T h e  c i ty  of  Miamisburg  and  the  U.S .  
Department of Energy held a ribbon cutting cere- 
mony Friday to commemorate the completion of 
the Miami-Erie Canal environmental restoration 
project. 

The Canal clean up, which has taken about two 
years, is one component of the DOE'S comprehen- 
sive clean up activities in and around the Mound 
facility, which will restore the site to a condition 
suitable for reuse as a privately owned industrial 
and technology center. DOE is scheduled to com- 
plete clean up operations by the .year 2005. 

A c c o r d i n g t o  Na t .Brown ,  d i rec tor  o f  the 
Miamisburg .Environmental Management Project 

for the DOE at the site. the canal became contami- 
nated in 1969 when an underground pipe burst and 
let a quality of plutonium out into the sqil in and 
around the canal. 

"But we were interested in the department leav- 
ing the site in the same condition as we found it," 
he said. "So we felt we had.to do the canal clean 
up project." 

Oba Vincent, the deputy director of the clean up 
project, said that the project entailed the removal 
of 38,000 cubic yards of contaminated soil. from 
the area. 

"Since Nov. 1996, we've removed 520 rail cars 
full of contaminated soil from the site," he said. 

Vincent said the average radhtion reading of 
(Continued on Page 12) 

CITY, STATE and federal officials cut the ribbon reopening Community Park after the 
canal clean up. PHOTO BY STEVE SANDLIN 



Community Park ... 
(Continued from Page 1) 

the site is now 35 pica curies, 
when the plan was to get the site 
doivn to 75 pica curies. 

"We ended  up  having  to 
remove over  50 percent more- 
soil than we had estimated, but 
we were still able to get the site 

'cleaner than we had planned and 
still stay on schedule," he said. 

Miamisbu rg  Mayor  Dick 
Church Jr. was complimentary 
of the job done by the DOE'S 
clean up crews. 

"This  Miami -Er i e  Canal  
restoration has been a model for 
a successful environmental clean 
ar, project  ir!volving public 

input, excellent communications 
and effective planning," he said. 
"Throughout this project, DOE 
has been a responsible neighbor, 
do ing  the r ight  thing for  the 
community. We appreciate the 
ca r e  taken to min imize  the 
impact on residents and busi- 
nesses in the immediate area." 

Community park, adjacent to 
the canal, has been closed to the 
public during the construction 
period. The city was compensat- 
ed by the DOE for the loss of 
the use of Community Park and 
used that grant to construct the 
Sycamore Trails Aquatic Center, 

which opened last June at thz 
corner  of Heincke  and Maue  
roads.  T h e  o ld  Communi ty  
Waterpark i s  scheduled  for  
demolition later this year and 
planning for  newly- designed - - 

park space at that location will 
begin. With the canal restoration 
complete, the city will unveil 
later this summer a new paved 
walkwaylb ikeway a long  the 
canal. 

Anthony Whitemore, regional 
representative for Gov. Georse 
Voinovich, said at the ceremony 
"this communi ty  is  showing  
what people can do when a com- 
munity cares." 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
M BUILDING 

MOUND PLANT, MIAMISBURG, OHIO 

Beginning June 10, 1998, and continuing through July 8, 1998, the Department of Energy will accept 
public comments on the Action Memorandrlm for H Building of the Mound Plant in Miamisburg. Ohio. 

I 
In this Action Memorandum, the Department of Energy is recommending the decontamination of 
H Building. 

Environmental 
Restoration 

- Program - 
ACTION MEMORANDUM 

11 This Action Memorandum has been reviewed by the regulatory agencies. 

II The public is invited and encouraged to review the Action Memorandrlrn at the Mound CERCLA Public 
Reading Room, Miamisburg Senior Adult Center, 305 Central Ave., Miamisburg, Ohio. 

!.i 
All comments regarding the Action Menlorandurn should be received by July 8, 1998, and can be 

: directed to: US.' Department of Energy 
d o  Paul Lucas 
P.O. Box 66 
Miamisburg, Ohio 45343-0066 

and by E-Mail to: paul.lucas@em.doe.gov 

Questions can be referred to DOE office of Environmental Safety & Health 
at (937) 865-4578. 

I 

MESH is seeking health a?, info 
through mailed health surveys 

by STEVE SANDLIN . 

Managing Editor 
The Miamisburg 

Environmental Safety and 
Health (MESH) group is send- 
ing out copies of a health sur- 
vey .to Miamisburg residents in 
an effort to gather data and dis- 
cover what effects the Mound 
plant may have had on the pub- 
lic health over the- years, 
according to Sharon Cowdrey, 
president of MESH. 

MESH is asking that every- 
one who has lived in 
Miamisburg for at least a year 
between 1947 2nd 1998 fill out 
the four-page health survey 
detailing medical problems that 
residents may have experi- 
enced. The survey is divided 
into several sections including 
general information, caricer, 

non-cancer and reproductive 
diseases and birth defects. 

Cowdrey said that previous 
surveys have looked at very lit- 
tle health data and that MESH 
felt  that.such a survey .was 
needed.. MESH is a volunteer 
group of individuals committed 
to the public health stewardship 
of Miamisburg. 

"The government has to be 
justified in spending millions of 
dollars for the clean-up of the 
Mound site," said Cowdrey. 
"And we feel that the health 
survey will send a clear mes- 
sage to the government that 
clean-up is important." 

Cowdrey applauded the U.S. 
Department of Energy's efforts 
to clean up the Mound site. 

"Other sites are jealous that 

we have the clean-up going on 
here that we have," she sal.1. 
"This effort is really being 
looked at by. other sites." 

Cowdrey said that the infor- 
mation gathered from ' the 
health survey will remain com- 
pletely confidential and that the 
Boston University Scho.01 of 
Public Health will examine the 

'data when the survey is com- 
pleted. 

"Boston University has sent 
people here for workshops to 
teach us how to conduct the 
survey," said Cowdrey. 

For more information, if you 
need help in filling out the 
form, if you want additional 
surveys of have concerns, call 
Cowdrey at 748-4757 or call 
Lynn at 859-9848 or Sandy at 
866-8 101. 
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by STEVE SANPLIN, 
Managing Editcr . 

Ten local schools arid organi- 
zations received contributions at 
a presentation ceremony 
Thursday from Babcock & 
Wilcox of Ohio, the contractor 
charged with the final cleanup of 
the Department of Energy's  
Mound plant in ~iamisbu-rg. 

The contributions are part of 
the company's proposal to the 
DOE and co~n~ni tment  to sup- 
port charitable and educational 
activities in the community. 

"Support of this type in any 
community is important, and the 
Babcock & Wilcox team is 
pleased to be behind this effort," 
said James R.  Powers, acting 
president and site manager. "The 
contributions in all cases will 

enefit this community. We real- 9 e that organizations such as the 
ones. that are receiving contribu- 
tions play important roles' for 
people of all ages." - - - 

Earlier this year, Babcock & 
Wilcox established a Charitable 

. Cont-ributions -Review Board 
made of three community repre- 
Sentatives to evaluate requests 
for funds and make recommen- 
dations to Babcock & Wilcox 
management. Members of that . 
board are ~ i a m i s ' b u r g  Mayor 
Dick Church Jr., Miamisburg 
School District Business 
Managir  Mike McCabe and 
Bobby Sweny of the 
Miamisburg Historical Society, 
with Mark Becker, director of 
communications for Babcock & 
Wilcox, representing the compa- , 
ny. . 

Organizations receiving con- 
tributions included Miamisburg 
High School, the Miamisburg 
City School Distr ict ,  
Miamisburg Education 

.Foundation, Miamisburg 
o d y s s e y  of the Mind,  the 
Dayton Mohawks Association, 
Miamisburg Basketball 

Association, City of Miamisburg 
Parks and Recreation 
Department, Miamisburg . 

Historical Society, the Baum 
Opera House Association and 
Miamisburg Helping Hands. 

Four educational outlets were 
presented funds; Miamisburg 
High School received $3,000 as 
part of the company's Partners- 
in-Education Program and is to 
be used for the support of'educa- 
tional programs at the high 
school.  Miamisburg City ' 
Schools received $1,500 to go 
towards the development of a 
Science and Math Materials 
Center proposed by the district's 
curriculum department.' The  
Miamisburg Education 
Foundation received a check for 
$1,000 that can be used toward . 

teacher grants for innovative 
classroom projects and-'for the 
student loan program. Another 
$1,000 was presented to the 

(Continued on Page 2) 
.. . -  . .  . . 

THE RECIPIENTS of donations from Babcock & Wilcox. P H O T ~ B Y  STEVE SANDLIN 



Mound 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Miamisburg Odyssey of the 
Mind program for the purcha~e 
of equipment and materials in 
support of the program that 

_stresses problem.solving by stu- '  
dents in a creative and innova- 
tive manner. 

Two youth sports organiza- 
tions were also presented 
checks. A contribution of $1,000 
was made to the Dayton 
Mohawks Association, an orga- 
nization that works towards cre- 
ating disciplined young men and 
ladies not only within the athlet- 
ic arena, but also in academic 
and emotional development. The 
Miamisburg Basketball. 
Association received $1,000 to 
be used in the operation of the 
program for gymnasium rental 
expenses and equipment. 

The Miamisburg Parks & 
Recreation Department received 

$1,000 to support a series of five 
summer concerts in 
Miamisburg's Library Park. The 
money will be used to help 
underwrite expenses of the per- 
forming . organizations. . . - .  

Three community-based orga- 
nizations also received dona- 
tions. 

The Mia'misburg Historical 
Society received $1,000 towards 
the fu ture  development of a 
communi ty  museum in the 
Market Square Building. The . 
Baurn Opera House Association 
received $1,000 to go towards 
the indebtedness of the commu- 
nity structure. The Miamisburg 
Helping Hands received $1,000 
to g o  towards the pantry's 
efforts to help the needy and less 
fortunate in the community. . 

"This is the  first of many 
times that we plan to do this 

kind of thing," said Powers. 
"These organizations are impor- 
tant to the community, and they 
are important to us." 

Babcock & Wilcox is also 
supporting several other com- 
munity events, including acting -- - - - - 

as one of the sponsors of the 
Miamisburg Rotary Club's  
Junior Golf Classic and sponsor- 
ing several foursomes in golf 
outings sponsored by the 
Miamisburg Youth Center and 
the Historic Miamisburg 
Community Partnership. 

Babcock & Wilcox has also 
been facilitating the process of 
making donations of excess 
Department of Energy property 
to schools, local governments 
and non-profit organizations. 
Donations have been valued at 
$250,000 so far and range from 
computer systems to office fur- 
niture. 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 18,1998 

, 

fb President Clinton is 
5expected ,.- fo name Bill 
;;Richardson C. his new. 
... <energy secretary today. 
7 
.t' - 
-By - Jodi Enda 
:-KNIGHT RIODERNEWS SERVICE : .* 
< - 
2 WASHINGTON - President 
:Clinton today will nominate B f l  
:j?ichardson, the U.S. delegate to 
:the United Nations, to be his new 
:energy secretary, a White House a .. 
:spokesman said Wednesday. 
5 The president will replace 
iRicharclson with Richard Hol- 
jbrooke, framer of the Bosnia 
,$eace plan, according to the 
3pokesman, who declined to be 
jdentified. 
2 Both nominatioqs requiresen- 
:ate confirmation. 
.$ Energy Secretary Federico 
p e n a  announced in April he 
:&ould step down in July to spend .?r :-more time with his family, and 
F~ichardson has long been - 
$rumored as Clinton's first choice 
$or the job. 
:? Richardson, 50, frequently 
:.:dealt with energy issues in his 
:i;former role as a Democratic con- 
:&ressman from New Mexico, 
Gyhich boasts the Los Alamos 
.;national laboratory and has 
.A 

~ichardson Holbrooke 

housed some federal nuclear test- 
ing programs. He resigned his 
House seat in February 1997. 

During his 14 years in Con- 
gress, Richardson trotted the 
globe in the role of troubleshoot- 
er. He negotiated face-to-face 
with Iraq's Saddam Hussein and 
Cuba's Fidel.Castro as well as 
with leaders in North Korea and 
Sudan to help bring about the 
release of a total of 11 hostages. 

Holbrooke, 57, former assistant 
secretary of state for European 
affairs, was nominated for the 
Nobel Peace Prize for his role 
overseeing the Dayton Peace 
Accords in 1995, which brought 
an end to more than four years of 
civil war in Bosnia. He is known 
among diplomatic circles as a 
top-notch negotiator with an 
uncanny ability to get to the 
heart of a situation. 



.,. .l 

The ~iddletown Journal Tuesday, June 23,1998 

Mound radiation cleanup .. _ to continue 
' .  The ~-iated Press 

MIA%ISBURG - The. U~S.  De-. 
partment of Energy plans to re- 
sume radiation cleanup at  the for- 
mer M o q d  nuclear weapons 
plant after. a seveq-week halt be- 
cause of delays in test results on 
worker exposure. 

The cleanup, which was haltkd 
May 1, was to resume today. 

Leah Dever, manager of the de; 
partment's Ohio field office, said 
she is satisfied that plant manag- 
er Babcock ,& Wilcox of Oho has 
put procedures in place to prevent 
any recurrence. 

Dever said the company has 
processed the backlog of worker 
samples and notified workers of 
the results. . - . -  

About 160 of the plant's 690 
workers , work in radiation 
cleanup. 

James Powers, acting 'president 
of Babcock & Wilcox of Oho, said 
the testing program has been im- 
proved. 

'We commend Ms. Dever for the 
radiological operations standdown 
and believe i t .  demonstrates any 
additional problems in this area 
will not be tolerated," said Mike 
Gibson, vice president of Oil, 

Chemical and Atomic Workers 
Local 07-4200. 

Mound, ' about 10 miles south- 
west of Dayton, produced triggers 
for nuclear weapons. 

The 306-acre site is being con- 
verted into a private business 
park. 

The backlog occurred because 
' cuts in the workforce reduced the 
number of lab technicians who an- 
alyze the urine samples, the 
agency said. 

In addition, some samples need- 
ed to, be recalculated in January, 
which delayed testing of new Sami 
ples by 10 days: 
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:1~[eanupresumes today - M ~ ~ ~ . ~  Plant - . -.  . - - - - . . --. . . ~ - - - ~ ~ . .  - . . -. -. - - 

- - . . . ,  
-work to clean up the radioactive contami- 

. lizited areas at the Mound Plant in Miamis- 
beg will resume today, the Department of 
:Energy announced. On May 1, the manager of 
the'DOE Ohio Field office asked Babcock 

. .&Wilcox of Ohio, the Mound contractor, to 

.-stop work in contaminated areas because of a 
1 :Q$cklog of untested weekly urine samples . 

-1gken to detect worker overexposure to radia- 
i.lfo'n. z; . B&W of Ohio has processed the backlog 
!:oFs~ples, notified affected workers of the 
f :results and submitted.a plan to the DOE that 
: outlines ways to prevent a similar situation. 



Dayton Daily News 
Dayton, OH 
(S=230,000, D=180,000) - . 

. . .  

~ i&nup,  processing of materials 

: -pi cleanup and processing of radioactive' 
materials i f  the former Mound Plant in 
~ i a m i s b u r g  resumed Tuesday after a sh- 
.w6eg ."standidown on s'afety,"ackording to 
~epg'rtment of Energy spokeswoman J ine  
Grgenwalt. The former nuclear weapons 

-.plapt is undergoing a five-year accelerated 
en~~iionrnental cleanup by contractor Bab- 
cock:& Wilcox of Ohio. Meanwhile, the . 

Miamisburg Mound Community Improve- 
ment Corp. is developing the site into an 
adyanced technology center. The safety 
sta~d-down was declared in early May as  a 
reSult of a'backlog of regular tests af employ- 
kes;.who work around radioactive material. 
' .. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24,1998 
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PMESH k to hold free health effects 
i 

Seminar at Burg Civic Center site 
# 

: Miamisburg Environmental 
safety and Health (MESH) will 
hold a health effects seminar to 
examine  any envi ronmenta l  
Cssues people may wish to dis- cuss f rom 9 a .m.  to 4 p .m.  

$ a t u r d a y  at the Miamisburg  

F ivic Center community Room. 
Dr. Seth Tuler Ph.D of the 

c h i l d h o o d  Cance r  Research  
I 

Institute of Wooster, Mass. and 
the Center  for  Technology,  
Environment and Development 
at Clark University will conduct 
the seminar and speaker Steven 
Schrader  of t h e  National 
Institute of Occupational Safety 
and Heal th  wi l l  speak  on 
endocrine disruptions. The agen- 
da will include a presentation 

and question and answer session 
on radiation and contamination 
issues from 9 a . m .  ii! 12 noon; 
free lunch from 12 to 1 p.m.; 
survey studies including geo-. 
graphical surveys from 1 to 2 
p.m. and the presentat ion o n  
endocrine disruptions frorri 2 to 
4 p.m. The seminar is free and 
the public is welcome to attend. 

MOUND - 
Environmental 
Restoration 

MOUND PLANT 
BUILDING DATA PACKAGE 
Notice of Public ~ e v i e w  Period.. 

Program 
'- 

... The'following Building Data Package will, be available for public review in  the 
CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, Ohio beginning 
June 24, 1998. Public comment will be accepted on this package from'June 24, 1998, 
through July 24, 1998. 

Written comments may be sent to U.S. Department of Energy, c/o Paul Lucas, P.O. Box 66, 
Miamisburg, .Ohio 45343-0066 or by E-Mail to: paul.lucas@em.doe.gov 

Questions can be referred to DOE Office of Public Affairs at (937) 865-4578 



Work in contaminated areas are 
@ ~ o u n d  restarts 

The U . S .  Depa r tmen t  of 
Energy (DOE) announced today 
that work in radioactive contarn- 
ination areas at the Mound facil- 
ity resumed Tuesday, June 23. 
On May 1, Leah Dever, manager 
of the DOE Ohio Field Office, 
directed its contractor at hlound 
to stand down (suspend) work in 
radioactive contamination areas 
until  D O E  was  sa t i s f ied  the 
bioassay problems were reme- 
died. Babcock and Wilcox of 
Ohio (BWO) is the Mol~nd con- 
tractor. 

Dever said she is satisfied that 
BWO has remedied this situa- 
tion and that procedures are in 
place that will eliminate recur- 

~ - -  - - -  . -  - - - - -  - -. . .. - . -- 

are ready to carry out the impor- 
tant mission at Mound." 

Mike Gibson, vice president 
of the Oil Chemical and Atomic 
Worker's Union, Local 07-4200, 
said,  "After several  years  of  

. p rob l ems  relat ing to  worke r  
radiation monitoring, we believe 
the issue has finally gotten the 
attention of the right people. The 
ac t ions  of D O E  Deputy 
Secretary Moler and Ms. Dever 
made  fixing the problem the 
contractor 's  top priority. We 
commend  Ms .  Deve r  for  the 
radiological operations stand 
down  and  be l ieve  i t  d e m o n -  
s t r a w  any additional problems 
in this area will not be toierat- 

rence. ed." 
BWO has processed the back- 

log of bioassay samples, notified 
affected workers of the results 
and submitted a plan to DOE 
that outlines the actions to be 
taken to prevent a similar situa- 
tion in the future. 

Dever  sa id  ensu r ing  the  
health and safety of workers and 
Mound's neighbors is  'DOE'S 
most important task. 

James Powers, acting presi- 
dent and site manager of  BWO, 
said the company is committed 
to the protection of the health 
and safety of workers at the site. 
Powers said, "The recent stand 
down has provided an opportu- 
nity to re-examine and internal- 
ize that commi tmen t .  Wi th  
recent improvements  to  o u r  
bioassay program in place, we 
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MIAMISBURG . 

Ceremony. - - - - - --- 

celebrates 
cleanup 

By Sandra Baer 
FOR THE DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

. . 
"Turning bad inti good" could be a fitting 

slogan for one Miami Valley city. ' 

On May 29, the city ofMiarnisburg and the - 
United' States Department of Energy officially 
opened a new recreational area on what was 
once plutoaum contaminated soil. 

A ceremony to commemorate the event w e  
held on the restored cleanup site at Commu- 
nity Park on Medlar Road south of Miamis- 
burg. 

"This ~ i a r n i - ~ r i e  Canal restoration has 
been a model for a successful environmental 
cleanup project involving public input, excel- 
lent communications and effective plan- 
ning," Miamisburg Mayor Dick Church.Jr. 
said. "Throughout this project, DOE has : . 
been a responsible.neighbor, doing the right 
thing for the community. We appreciate the 
care taken to minimize the impact on resi- ; 
dents and businesses in the immediate area." 

The restoration included removing con- 
taminated materials &om the bottom of the. 
canal. removing nearby~trees and replacing.: 
the old soil with clean soil using earth mov: .. 

ers. Then, a one-mileqong, paved recre- -. ' 

ational path was built along the old canal.. 
"It's a multi-use path for biking, walking or 

Rollerblading," said Brad Feik, Miamisburg. 
assistant director of Parks and Recreation. 
"They asked us what we wanted and we let' : 
them know that the community wanted a . 

path like this. Eventually, there will  be a 
fully developed park at the north end of the . -, 

I 

SEE PARK/S 

b A new recreational area opens in 
Community Park on what was once 
plutonium-contaminated soil. 
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"OUND US. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
Notice of Wetlands Involvement for 
the Installation of a Consolidated 

Emaoml, -- Waste Processing Facility Accesswav 
'fw- 1 - &the ~ i a r n i s b k  ~ n v k n m e n t a f -  . 

Management Project 
1 AGENCY: Depamnent of Energy (DOE), Miamisburg Environmental 
I Management 1 Project 
I 

ACTION: Notice of Wetlands Involvement 

SUMMARY: This is to give notice of DOE'S proposal to construct an accessway 
for a consolidated waste processing facility at the Miamisburg Environmental 
Managernent Project (MEMP), located approximately ten (10) miles southwest 
of Dayton. Ohio. The proposed activity would involve a small, isolated, man- 
made wetland in Montgomery County, Ohio. In accordance with 10 CFR Parr 
1022. DOE will prepare a Wetlands Assessment and conduct the proposed ac- 
tion in such a manner to avoid or mln~mize potential hann to or within thr: 
surrounding environment. .. 

DATES:' Written comments must be received bythe DOE at the following 
address on or before July 22; 1998. 

ADDRESSES: For further information on this proposed action. including 
a site map andlor a copy of the Wcdands Assessment. contact: 

Mr. Robert S. Rothmn 
Waste Managementnegacy Waste Project Manager 
US. Department of Energy 
Miamisburg Environmental Management Project Office 
P. 0. Box 66 . . 
Miamisburg, OH 45343-0066 
Phone: (937) 865-3823 . . 
Facsimile: (937) 865-4489 

FURTHER IFiFORhIATION: For funher information on general DOE WI- 

land a7d floodplain environmental review requirements. contact: 
Ms. Carol M. Borgstrom, Director 
Office of NEPA Policy and Assistance, EH-42 
US. Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D. C. 20585 
Phone: 1202) 586-4600 or 1-800472-2756 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The proposed activity would di- 
rectly suppon the ongoing environmental remediation program at the Mound 
Plant Constmction of the accessway to the consolidated waste processing h- 
cility would enable the facility to accomplish volume-reduction, metal rccov- 
ery. and waste packaging goals established for the,site. Construction 01' rhc 
accessway would impact approximately 0.06 acres o f a  man-made. isolatcd 
wetland. The wetland is one of several delineated in the 009 Hydro~eologic 
investigalion: Wetlands Detern~imtion Report. January 1994. The proposed 
action would result in long-term and direct impacts from the filling o i  an iso- 
lated, man-made wetland of 0.06 acres in site. The affected wetland would br: 
backfilled with gravel during the construction of an accessway which is nccdcd 
to suppon a consolidated waste processing faci!ity. B a t  management practices 
would be utilized to avoid or minimize porential. h m  to or within th:: sur- 
rounding environment. 

ISSUANCE: 1s;ued in Miamisburg, Ohio on June 23. 1998. 



Dayton Daily News 
Dayton, OH 
(S=230,000, D= 180,000) WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 1998'- 

Collaboration pays ENVIRoNMEHl .! .,. .-: 

at Moundcenter ; Former nuke _ I.. 

i . '~ iamisbur~!s  high-tech research site is- . - - . .. 

on. track, thanks to -politicians and ,,, 

! business leaders on all levels. sites are safe: 
Mound 

hanks to some intense rescue work, col- 
laboration and creative partnerships 
over the last. five years, Miamisburg's 
site has been setting a good foundation 

foc: its re-use.. ' * 
. I  

This work is appreciated all the more by 
those who lived through the chaos that burst in 
1993 when the Department of Energy 
announced it would decommission the nation's 
prkmier complex for designing and perfecting 
nuclear-weapon components and spacecraft 
power systems. The threat was a heavy loss of 

all the concentrated 
brainpower and' 

the chaos that 
" ,  I At this-point, 

Mound Advanced burst in 1993. Technology Center 

This work is 
. a~~rec ia ted  a l l  
&imore by those 
who lived through 

has created 270 new 
private-sector jobs, with the target of creating .. 
more than 2,000 high-value jobs in 80 busi- 
nesses by 2010. 

technological 'know- 
how of immense 
p0tentialU~e COm- 
mercially. 

The achievement' shows what can be done 
-when politicians at all levels focus aggressively 
oq..getting something worthwhile done. U.S. 
Rep. Tony Hall, with close support from Rep. 
David Hobson and Sens. John Glenn and Mike 
DeWine, successfully pushed legislation that 
allowed the wonderfully supportive and coop- 
erative Department of Energy to lease build- . 

ings to the newly created Miamisburg Mound 
Community Improvement Corporation. Gov. 
George Voinovich championed the effort at the 
state level, while comrnuni~bus'iness and 
political leaders joined hands locally. 

b Testing of two 
locations linked. to the 
 anh hat tan Project 
reveals no risk. 

-By Dale Dernpsey 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

Two former nuclear production 
sites, one in Oakwood and one in 
Dayton, pose no health or  safety 
risks, according to tests con- 
ducted by the Ohio Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency and Ohio 
Department of Health. 

The site of the former Run- 
nymede Playhouse, near Dixon 
Avenue and Runnymede Road in 
Oakwood, and two Dayton school 
board buildings off West First 
Street were used during the 1940s 
as part of the Manhattan Project 
to develop the atomic bomb. The 
operations moved to the Mound 
in Miamisburg inthe 1950s. 
. Testing and manufactur,ing at 
the two locations used Polonium 
210 and Lead 210, both radioac- 
tive materials classified as Class 
A.carcinogens that can cause 

. ' \  

cancer in humans. polonium dc 
occurs at  normal, background ' 

levels. . . 

State officials conducted a 
radiological walk-over and col- . 
lected soil samples last spring:a 
the Greene JROTC Academy* 

.--the adjacent athletic field (Johh 
Ahlers Park). Four soiI samples 
showed normal polonium read; 
ings. Two samples showed . : I .  

slightly elevated readhgs and ,! 
will have additional tests don& 

In Oakwood, 13 of 20 soil Sam. 
ples showed normal readings.: ' 
Seven samples, taken at deptljs 
greater than one foot, showed',; 
slightly. elevated readings. -- . 

Ohio Department of Health 0: 

cials determined there are no : 
current adverse health or safet 
effects from continued norma1 - 
use of the properties. 

The Runnymede Playhouse. 
was demolished in the '50s. Tfif 
Dayton locations are still in us1 
as a school maintenance buildi 
and an ROTC school. 

b CONTACT Dale Dem~sey at 225-i: 
or emai l  him at 

dale~dempsey@coxohio.corn ' - .  , , 

Though inore work and investment l ip 
ahead,'the foundation is'1aid.- no small 
achievement now and no sure thing five years 
ago., . \  . . 

. . 
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Collaboration pays 
at M-ound Center 

- - 

b 'Miamisburg's high~tech research-site is 
on track, thanks to politicians and 
business leaders on all levels. 

T hanks to some intense rescue work, col-- 
laboration and creative partnerships 
over the 1ast.five years, Miamisburg's 

ivlound site has been setting a good foundation 
f o ~ .  its re-use. 1 

This work is appreciated all the more by 
rhose ivho lived through the chaos that burst in 
1993 ~vhen the Department of Energy 
announced it would decommission the nation's 
nr.emier complex for designing and perfecting 
[luclear-weap0.n components and spacecraft 
pourer systems. The threat was a heavy loss of 

all the concentrated 
brainpower and1 

u 

:he chaos that 1 At this point, 
j Mound Advanced burst in 1993. 
I Technology Center 

This work is • aooreciated a l l  
more by those 

has created 270 new 
private-sector jobs, with the target of creating .. 
more than 2,Cr)O high-value jobs in 80 busi- 
nesses by 2C10. 

technological know- 
how of immense 
potential use corn-, 

The achievement' shows what can be done 
when politicians at all levels focus aggressively 
OF .getting something worthwhile done. U.S. 
Rep. 'I'cny Hall, with close support from Rep. 
Da.sici Hobson and Sens. John Glenn and Mike 
De\Jiine, successfully pushed legislation that 
allowed the wonderfully supportive and coop- 
erative Department of Energy to lease build- 
ings io the newly created Miamisburg Mound 
Community Improvement Corporation. Gov. 
George Voinovich championed the effort a t  the 
stare level, while community'business and 
poliiical leaders joined hands locally. 

Though more work and investment lies 
ahead, the foundation is laid.- no small 
achievement now and no' sure .thing five years 
ago.. \ 

who lived through , 
mercially. 

ENVIRONMENT 
. - . . 

sltes are sate:: 
b Testing of two - cancer ~n humans P o I o n ~ ~ i n  3iz  

locations linked to the occurs ar norniai. backgroc!;c: 
levels 

Manhattan Project 
reveals no risk. 

-By Dale Dempsey 
D A V O N  DAILY NEWS 

Two fonner nuclear production 
sites, one in Oakwood and one in 
Dayton, pose no health or  safety 
risks, according to tests con- 
ducted by the Ohio Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency and Ohio 
Department of Health. 

The  site of the former Run- 
nymede Playhouse, near Dixon 
Avenue and Runnymede Road in 
Oakwood, and two Dayton school 
board buildings off West First 
Street were used during the 1940s 
as part  ~f the Manhattan Project 
to deveiop the atomic bomb. The 
operations moved to the Mound 
in Miamisburg in the 1950s. 

Testing and manufacturing, at  

State officials conducted 2 :' 
radiological walk-over and cci. 
lected soil sanlples last spring:a': 
the Greene JROTC ~cademi-- in2  
the  adjacent athletic field ( johh 
~ h l e r s  Park). F o w  soil s amplS  
showed normal polonium read. . 
ings. Two samples showeri 
slightly elevated r eadhgs  a:?< 
wdl  have additional tests donti. 

In Oakwood. 13 of 20 soii sa:::. 
ples showed normal readings. 
Seven samples, iaken a t  deprhr-. 
greater than one foot, sho\x7ed' 
slightly. elevated readings. -. 

Ohio Department of Hea1:h 02 
cials determined there are nc. 
current  adverse health or sai-2::: 
effects from continueci norn:! 
use of the properries. 

The Runnymede ?iay;ic;:s.: 
was demolished i?. ;he '50s. T:;- . . >  
Dayton locarior!c are sii!! !n  iL;t 

a s  a school rnainienafice b!.iilii': 
and a n  ROTC school. 

the two lzcations used ~ o l o n i u m  
210 and Lead 210, both radioac- . CONTACT Dare 5 e r : p s p y  a; :-:,-::.-:: 
tive ma~er i a l s  ciassified as Class or e-mail him at 

A carcinogens that can cause dale-dempseyOcoxon~o.cc::l 
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. . . . . .  by STEVE SANDLIN 
. . 
. . . . .  ManagingEditor 

a ' Once again, workers 'at the 
' MQUTI~ site will join with the- 
Femald nuclear site . 'i'n. 
Cincinnati to raise funds for the 
Shawnee people who used to 
livein the area. . .  

Las t  year, the group sent a 
semi-truck full of clothing, food, 
toys and blankets to the 
,Shawnee who live in Oklahoma 
.in recognition of their having 
inhabited. the lands where the 

.Department of Energy sites are 
located. 

"This yeas, we hope to send 
@ h e m  !yo semi-trucks fu l l  of 

LEAH D E V E R ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  to 
DOE employees. 
things," said Teresa Fort, Native 
American Employment Manager 

(Continued on Page 4) 

... Shawnee . Last year, Randy Farrell of 
Germantown donated the use of 

(Continued from Page 1) his truck and drove the donated 
of the Mound site. "They need items to Oklahoma using a trail- 
children's clothing, food, toys er donated by Landstar Ranger. 
and blankets." - Joe Shumaker of Fernald said 

that the Shawnee in Oklahoma 
FORT SAID that items will are desperately trying to keep 

be accepted through Nov. 4 via their spiritual customs and Ian- 
boxes locaied on site at the guage alive in the face of great 
Mound and the Miamisburg poverty and the aid given by the 
Civic Center. Those with large DOE workers is badly needed. 
donations should contact Fort at 
865-3755. 
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h d a r y  Project i s  next improvement plan 

for Mound 
 STE EVE SANDL~N - 

Managing JMifoS . . . 
The next major project sched- 

uled in the commercialization of 
the Mound site is a improvement 
project for Mound Road, accord- 
ing to Mike Grauwelman, presi- 
dent of the Miamisburg Mound 
Community Improvement 
Corporation (MMCIC). 

Grauwelman detailed the 
glans at the Sept. 1 meeting of 
.the Miamisburg City Council. 

The  project will :widen 
Mo'und Road to three lanes in 
the area, improve the road lead- 
ing to the main parking lot in the. 
northern portion of the site and 

te a new road in the southern 
tion of the site, as well as @ 

adding new water lines to the 
site. 

"The project will also add 
curb, gutters and sidewalks to 
the west side of Mound Road in 
the area," said Grauwelman. 

The Boundary Project will 
cost an estimated $3.5 million. 

GRAUWELMAN SAID that 
costs will be paid by a potpourri 
of funding. The city will commit 
$150,000, ihe-MMCIC will pay 
$850,000 and the MMCIC is 
seeking a giant of $1 million 
from ' the - Economic 
Development Administration. 
He also said the city is seeking a 
$350,000 grant from , the 
Montgomery County Economic 
Deve lopment /Government  
Equity program and $1 million 
from the state's capital equity 
program,' ass well as a $350,000 
grant from the &sue 2program. 

"By November we should 
have some answers on the grant 
applications," said Grauwelman. 

In related business, 
Grauwelman said that Nat 
Brown has stepped down at the 
site manager for the Department 
of Energy and that the DOE will 
soon mnlc a replacement. He 
also said that Babcock & Wilcox 

(Continued on Page 4) 

Msbg. council ... 
(Continued from Page 1) 

h:~s named Sandy Raker as the 
11;-:ril ~ I ; : I ' S O ~  at t h , ~  site froni their 
~ ~ i i l ~ ~ ~ l ~ l l l ~ .  

111 utlici bilsiness, the .city 
.. council: 

Appointed John L. Woods to 
Board of Zoning. Building 
Housing Appeals, Daryl 
and Barbara Shade to the 

Citizens Urban Forestry 
Advisory Board, Rita A. 
Thomas to the Civil Service 
Commission and Patricia E. Van' 
Arsdale to the Solid Waste 
Advisory Committee. . 

 greed to a project manage- 
ment agreement with R. Keith 
Phillips for the completion of 
various city construction pro- 
jects. 
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AARPfiles. - .- - - suit ~- -. over -~ jobs -- . -- - .  lost . . . - 

b The organization says 
100 Mound employees 
were unjustly fired by 
Babcock & Wilcox. 

By wendy Hundley 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

The litigation arm of the Arner- 
ican Association of Retired Per- 
sons has filed an age discrimina- 
tion lawsuit against the company 
that operates the Mound site in 
Miamisburg. 

The lawsuit, filed in the U.S. 

District Court in Dayton, names 
four workers who allege their 
employment was terminated 
because of age. 

The workers were terminated 
Sept. 30,1997, when Babcock & 
Wilcox of Ohio took over as 
prime government contractor of 
the facility at  the expiration of 
EG&G Mound Applied Technolo- 
gies Inc.'s contract. 

The former employees worked 
at the facility for 21 to 31 years. 

"Babcock & Wilcox, at the 
onset of its contract with the 
United States Department of 
Energy, clearly chose to keep 

only those young Mound workers 
whose age and years of service 
would keep them from qualifying 
to retire with pension and insur- 
ance benefits during its contract 
to operate Mound," Mary Ellen 
Signorille, a lawyer with the 
AARP Foundation Litigation, 
said in a statement. 

No one from Babcock & Wilcox 
was available for comment Fri- 
day. 

The AARP, seeking class action 
status, alleges that 100 Mound 
employees lost their jobs due to 
age and benefit discrimination. 



The Middletowri Journal. - Saturday, 'Sept. 12, '1 998 

Former Mound workers claim age bias 
. . 

TheAssodatedRess cock & Wdcax, said F'riday he had 
not seen the l a W t  and declined to 

-- - DAYTONFour former workers -comment. - -- -- - --- - - 
A- -- - -- - 

at the Mound nuclear weapons ' The plant in suburban Miamis- 
plant claim in a lawsuit filed burg began operation in 1949, pro- 
against the plant operator that they ducing triggers for nuclear 
lost their jobs because of their age. weapons. Weapons work at the 

The lawsuit was filed Thursday in plant has since ceased. 
U.S. District Court by Donna Shep- 
herd sf Somerville; Kenneth Hacker 
of Springboro; Anthony Burwinkel 
of Blanchester, and Maxgaret Bush 
of Miamisburg. The plant operator, 
Babcock & Wdcnx of Ohio, is the de- 
fendant 

The workers asked the court to 
make it a class-action lawsuit to 
mpresent what they said were more 
than 100Z~orkers in a similar situa- 
tion. 

The w o r k ,  all over 40 years of 
age and who were employed at the 
plant between 21 and 31 years, said 
they lost their jobs last September 
because Babcock & Wdaat refused 
to hire them when the company 
took wer operation of the plant 
t.om EG&G Mound Applied Tech- 
nologies. 
Mark Beclcer, spokesman for Bab- 
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paying , . -  off . . .  . ..:. 

sbrting to get I 
,those peace did:- 

ns plant +to a high-tech indus- 
They quit their jobs asa- 
of plant contractor EG8& 

Mound Applied Technology and pur- 
sued plans tobecome aproducer of - 

advanced-technology air bag detona- 
tors. 

The going has'been tough. The need 
to generate investment capital has 
forced them to take on all manner of 
consulting and low-volume manufac; 
turing jobs. Woods, company presi- 
dent, admits they have had monWj, 
.when he didn't pay himself. - : 

Their fortunes changed almost over- 
night about seven months ago when 
they built a small machine to demo?: 
strate a rapid, low-cost way to make:: 
metal casting p~t terns  for low-volume 
groduction. . . .,-. 

The standarcipmss u s d y  @G 
weeks and costs $10,000 to $15,000. - 

Their method ' w s  a amputeri - . 

controlled machine, takes minutes and 
costs a hc t ion  of the standard memod. 

Their first demonstration almost 
instantly resulted in' orders for hun: 
dreds of patterns, which they've been 
scrambling to fa with their lashed- 

ate the cash flow they need to keep 
their company sblvent while funding 
their air bag technology development. 
- Dayton DaiG News 

Duo creates 

success . b A scientist and an "Our original business plan 

engineer find a better. was to make airbag detonators," 
Bankes said. Air bag detonators !.W*i to- make patterns for arethe small explosive charges 

. By Timothy R. Gaffney 
: FAYTON DAILY NEWS 

Customers don't just drop in on 
C;!ol?al Manufacturing Solutions. 

k'or starters, there's tile burly 
security guard at the plant gate. 

:He wants to know who you are, 
;whether you're a US; citizen, 
yhere you're going, and why. 
<If you get past that, you still 

I hgve to find Global's building. 
.: It,'s down a twisty road in a small 
'gully where wooded hills flank a 
:dumpy spread of bunker-like 
.buildings and parking lots. 
, Global isn't trying to hide from 
: its customers. It just happens to 
be located in a secluded partof 
;the 305sacre Mound Advanced 
:Technology' Center, a former . 
;nuclear weapons site where, . 
r until recently, fortress-like secu- 
i-ity guarded top-secret research 
and production of H-bomb parts. - 
Mound is being redeveloped into 
a commercial industrial site, but 
some of the security remains. 

That hasn't stopped customers 
from finding Global since 
founders Chuck Woods and Bill 
Bankes bolted and clamped 
tokether a machine that drasti- 

,tally cuts the time and expense . 
involved in making patterns for 
metal castings. 

Uloods, the company's presi- 
dent, and Bankes, its vice presi- 
dent, have filled hundreds of 
orders for patterns and are just 
now starting to advertise their 
new process. They've hired two 
employees, doubling their work 
force. 

that. rapidly inflate automobile 
air bags. 
, t heir goal is still to develop 
advanced air bag detonators, 
using their knowledge of the - 

technologies 
used inmaking 
the non- 
nuclear . 
devices that 
trigger nuclear 
warheads. But 

SMALL ~:~:;~~- BE MS ness has blos- 
sonled from 
'.'..!]at they 

thought was just a small consult- 
ing job they took on to generate 
some sorely needed cash. 

Bankes, who was an industrial 
engineer when he did weapons 
work fgr the Energy Department, 
was wdrking on a master's 
degree in business administra-' 
tion at the University of Dayton 
when he ran into Mark Merten, 
project engineer for the Dupps 
Co., a Germantown manufac- 
turer of process machinery.' 

Dupps' -main market is the ren- 
dering industry. "We're looking 
to expand into new markets," 
Merken said, but he needed an 
affordable, fast way to make pro- 
totype parts to show potential 
customers. He said all of the 
other methods he had investigat- 
ed: including rapid-prototyping 
techniques using styrene plastic, 
were too slow and lacked the 
level of precision he needed. 

He started asking Bankes if he 
and Woods could design some- 
thing better. 



On the Internet 
b Global Manufacturlng 
Solutions lnc.: 
www.globalms.com/ 
b Mound Advanced 
Technology Center: 
www.mound.com/ 

- --'We're making-enough - 
money to pay the bills 
and pay ourselves a 
salary gnd invest a 
little bit in (airbag) 
technology.' 
CHUCK WOODS 
CoJaunder Global Manufacturing 
Solutions 

"Mark started throwing these 
incredible challenges at us and 
Chuck doesn't back off of any- 
thing," Bankes said. 

Woods, who was a materials 
scientist and later a manager, 
said he "beat my head against the 
wall for a couple of weeks trying 
o figure out the science" needed 

do what Merken wanted. 
Finally they lashed together a 

tabletop machine just to demon- 
strate the technoiogy. It was a 
crude job - parts of it bristled 
wit11 C clan~ps -. but \ithen 
Merken brought in specificatiorls 
for a steel screw the size of a 
bucket, it whipped out the proto- 
type in eigllt minutes. 

"The next daywe had orders 
for a couple of hundred (parts,) 
Wham! We went into scramble 
mode to refine the machine" for 
production, Woods said. 

They're still using the same 
machine while they work on a 
production unit, but Woods said 
their business is "starting to , 

. blossom." Industrial customers 
order parts to be used as molds, 
prototypes, or display models for 
trade shows. 

Woods said building their busi- 
ness "really has been a struggle." 
He said they found no belp help 
in raising venture capital, and 

orking on a site still largely 
trolled by the Energy Depart- 
nt has added complications. Cs 

"We're hanging in there (at 
Mound) because we have a syner- 
gistic relationship" with other 
budding businesses that canloffer 
world-class technical help, 

Woods said. And the prototype 
business has improved their cash 
flow over the last six months. 

"We're making enough money 
to pay the bills and pay ourselves 
a salary and invest a little bit in 
(airbag) technoloa," he said. 
". . . I think we're still in the 
struggle (phase) but we're transi- 
tioning out of it." 

- 

EUSABEltl HEIMLICH/DAVlON DAILY NEWS 

Bill Bankes, vice president of Global Manufacturing Solutions, says the company has expanded from its 
original product of air-bag detonators. . 



'Franklin 

By DOUG GRAVES 
The Chronicle 

CARLISLE - Carlisle High 
School teacher and. basketball 
coach Guy Fogle has the repu- 
tation of being an  upbeat guy, 
and that hasn't changed de- 
spite his battlewith cancer. . 

According to Fogle, the past 
two months has been a real 

e-opener and has made him 
reciate each new day. 6 ou'd be surprised how vul- 

nerable you feel when some- 
thing like this grabs you," he 
said. 

'You realize hdw fragile life 
is and i t  puts a whole new per- 
spective' on things. I haven't 
stopped hugging my kids. You 
go through something like this 
and if you're not a believer you 
soon will be. It's certainly ' 

amazing what prayer and mod- 
ern science can do." 

During a brief workout on the 
basketball court recently Fogle 
thought he had pulled a groin 

. muscle. 
"Playing basketball and stay- 

ing active you occasionally get 
pain but after a few days the 
pain didn't go away," he said. 

Infact, it got worse, and Fogle 
became worried. A trip to Dr. 
Rick Chamberlain i Franklin 
resulted in devastating news 
- Fogle had testicular cancer. 

'Within five minutes of my 
examination Dr. .Chamberlain 

making me an  appoint- 
t to see an  ultrasound spe- a' ist. He knew right away 

what I had. "It's 1ike.other can- 
cers in that if you treat it early 
enough your chances of sur- 
vival increase significantly." 

Testicular cancer attacks 
those in the 18-35 age group. 
Approximately 20,000 cases 
are diagnosed anngally in the 
United States. 

Two days after being'diag- 
nosed Fogle underwent his 
first surgery in Cincinnati. He 
then was sent to the Cleveland 
Clinic where he underwent a 
seven-hour operaticn to re- 
move more cancerous cells; He 
remained in the hospital for 
nine days and stayed with his 
in-laws in the Cleveland area 
for another week to recuperate. 

"The cancers that  I had at- 
tacked the lymph nodes and 
when that happens the cancer 
wreaks havoc on your body," 
Fogle said. "The doctors .re- 
moved some those lymph 
nodes. The' good news is th'at 
chemotherapy is not necessary. 
The doctors decided to leave 
things alone. Besides, my blood 
count is normal now. The doc- 
tors felt they got to the cancer 
early enough. I attribute that  
to Dr. Chamberlain for acting 
so quickly.". 

FOGLE'S BOUT with cancer 
comes as no surprise to this 
third-year teacher and former 
full-time .W sports annoucer. 

"I became concerned because 
I have two older brothers who 
battled the same thing," Fogle 
said. "My dad .died of prostate 
cancer three years ago and my 
grandfather also died of can- 
cer. Mine was a little different, 
though, because I was diag- 
nosed as having four different 
types of cancer. The four types 
of: cancer that I had were real 
aggressive so we had to act 
quickly." 

Fogle points the blame to the 
nuclear testing that was done 
a t  the Mound in Miamisburg 
many years ago; 

"It might be heredity, but it 
might be proxi~nity of Carlisle 
to the Miamisburg Mound," he 
said. 'You can sit in retrospect 
and ,think of all the radiation 
and testing they did up on the 
hill. I grew up a t  718 Central 
Ave., and looking back through 
the past 15 to 20 years there's 
been an  .extremely high cancer 
rate on that street and in Carl- 
'isle in general. 

"Back then on Central Ave- 
nue nearly every house had an  
incidence of cancer. That to me 
is suspect. But then 'again, the 
doctors in Cleveland told me 
there is a chance that i t  is he- 
reditary. It  seems like i t  does 
run in our family." 

Only time will tell if he's free 
from cancer. He must.stil1 un- 
dergo testing every six weeks 
for the nesi two years. '- ' - ' 

"The good thing was getting 
treatment early," he said. "I 
owe a debt of gratitude to Dr. 
Chamberlain because he didn't 
allow me time t o  think about 
it." 
See "FOGLE" on Page 3.2 



Continued From Page 1 
Concern from those in ~ a r l i d e ,  

Fogle says, also lifted his spirits. 
"I received so many cards, let- 

ters and flowers and received a 
lot of calls @om y ball players. 
And that's p r e t c  medicine. It 
,picks your spirits UP. . - '!Carlisle High has been won- 
derful to me, too. They told me 
not to come back to school until 
mid-September, but I can't sit 
around like that. I started teach- 

- ing the school year but every few- 
days I have to take some time 
off. It wears me down a little bit. 
But by mid-October I shoald be 
back to strength." 

Guy Fogle shares his ordeal with Carlisle High students Ryan Mclntosh (left) and Travis ?A: - -  
tin. 
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New President Named for Mound Facility 

Peyton Sanford (Sandy) Baker has been appointed president of Babcock & 

Wilcox of Ohio, Inc., and will manage the U.S. Department of Energy's 

Mound facility in Miamisburg, Ohio. The announcement was made by Dr. E. 

Allen Womack, Jr., president of BWX Technologies, Inc. 

Baker has been managing director, Babcock & Wilcox Egypt, in Cairo, where 

he was responsible for operations of a B&W joint venture corporation 

involving 23 international partners and more than 1,100 employees in the 

production of major utility power stations. In this capacity, he directed 

factory operations, technology transfer, government and labor relations, and 

was a member of the board of directors. 

From 1990 to  1994, Mr. Baker was general manager of the Babcock & 

Wilcox ERI Division in Indianapolis, Indiana, with responsibilities for a $25 

million manufacturing facility that was the single supplier of missile warheads 

and advanced capability warheads for the missile and ordnance industry. 



For the previous 16 years, Mr. Baker held various management 

responsibilities for the company's Naval Nuclear Fuel Division in Lynchburg, 

Virginia, including manager of the division's quality program for component 
. . 

-- ----- -. - --fabc~cat~on. _ ~.. _ - - _._ - _ - _  _ _ _ _ _  

In announcing the appointment, Dr. Womack said, "Sandy Baker brings to  

Mound a down-to-earth management style and leadership qualities which will 

successfully complete our mission at Mound. I am very confident of his 

ability to get the job done." 

Commenting on his appointment, Mr. Baker said, "I am very excited about 

the opportunity to  work with such an excellent team on such an important 

program for the Department of Energy and the community of Miamisburg. I 

look forward to participating in the successful completion of this most 

worthwhile environmental restoration project." 

The former Babcock & Wilcox Government group, now BWX Technologies, 

Inc., was awarded the DOE contract for Mound in 1997 to manage the 

environmental remediation and site transition project. 

BWX Technologies, Inc., is a major operating unit of McDermott 

International, Inc., a leading worldwide energy services company. The 

company and its subsidiaries manufacture steam-generating equipment, 

environmental equipment, and products for the U.S. government. They also 

provide engineering and construction services for industrial, utility, and 

hydrocarbon processing facilities, and to the offshore oil and natural gas 

industry. 
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Last shipment 
of radioactive --- - 

tritium marks 
the end of the 
nuclear era at 
Mound Plant 
Business, 5B 

. .. 
. BILL REINKE/DAYTON DAILY NEWS . . - .... ..-.- 

Ray Knight guides a forklift carrying a symbol of the last bulk tritium from the Mount Plant on Monday. The time of the : 
actuai rernoval is. a government secret. Jim ':'oul~g is the security guard in the background. 

U.S. ships last radioactive tritium 



By Timothy R. Gaffney 
DAYTON DAILY NE\VS . 

fortress-like tunnel that burrows 
o a hill at the Mound Plant made a q itting backdrop Monday for a cere- 

nlolly lnarki~lg the end of the plant's 
work on nuclear weapons. 

Gathered at the concrete tunnel's 
- - mouth. government officials and - - -- 

plant workers watched as a green 
forklift loaded a steel drum into the 
back of a plain white truck. It was the 
symbolic loading of the last drum of 
tlie Mound's radioactive tritium. a 

- key element in hydrogen bombs. 
When asked, Mound officials con- 

ceded the drum didn't really contain 
tritium, a radioactive gas that is used 
to increase the power of nuclear 
weapons. They said it was the closest 
they could come to celebrating the 
real event because the details of 
actual tritium shipments are secret. 

"There's still tritium on the site," 
said Mark Becker, a spokesnian for 
Babcock and Wilcox of Chio, which 
operates the plant under a Depart- 
inent of Energy contract. 

But sometime before Thursday, he 
said. Mound would load the last drum 
of tritium and ship it to DOE's Savan- 
nah River plant in South Carolina. 

I Mound's work with tritium, ves- 
containing the substance would 

e removed from nuclear warheads P 
and shipped to the site, where techni- 
cians would remove the gas, purify it, 
and'load it into new vessels to be put 
back into the weapons. The work was 
done in buried facilities surs~~unded - 

by walls about 20 feet thick, hardened 
against the possibility of nuclear 
attack. 

The work was critical to maintain- 
ing America's nuclear stockpile 
because tritium has a half-life - the 
time it takes for half of it to break 
down - of 12 years. Mouild's work 
replenished the warheads. 

"It was a mission of great impor- 
tance and it was very secret,'' said 
Leah Dever, DOE's Ohio Field Office 

.. ...... .. . .  manager. . . )... . . .  . . . 
Nobody appeared tosh.ed,;iny tears 

over the end of this chadter in :. 
Mound's history. And hiamisburg 
officials were all smiles. 

"Just think, seven years ago, we 

were fighting to:keep this here," 
Miamisburg Mayor.Dick Church 
said. . . 

DOE decided to end M&dls weap- 
ons work in 1991 as part of a major 
downsizing.plan after.tthe.end of the 
Cold War and the collapse~ofthe 
Soviet Union. The'site einploykxl 
about 2,000 people at the time, most of 
-them-scientists, -engineers-and-highly- - - 
skilled technicians. 

Miarnisburg and Ohiii challenged 
DOE's claimsthat the move would be 
cost-effective. The& efforts failed, but 
they- won DOEis co.operation in a plan 
to convert Mound into a high-tech 
business park. 

The site now has about 860 people 
working for Babcock agd W.jlcox or 
DOE. Most of their work involves 
decontamination and cleanup. 
Michael Grauwelman, director of the 
Miarnisburg dound ~omtimnity 
Improvement Corp., said conversion 
efforts have created 28 private compa- 
nies employing about 270 people. 

With the last shipment, the only tri- 
tium Ieft will be residual material in 
pipes and other processing equip- 
ment, said Patrick'Burns, manager of 
the tritium disposal p r o g r q .  He 
said asmuch of that will be recovered 
'aspossible. Once decontaminated, 
the tritium facilities will be demol- 
ished. or made available for commer- 
cial use, he said. 

Burns, a 22-ye* ~oundemployee, 
said one more ceremony is planned to 
mark the secret final shiGment: 
"We're going to have a p@za party 
after work." 



Tuesday, Sept. 29,1998 The Middletown Journal 

q '  &st of tritium 

Associated Press 
Ray Knight guides a forklift on Monday at the former Mound nuclear 
weapons planth Miamisburg. The last bulk amounts of radioactive tritium 
will be transported from the plant this week. See story on Page A4. i 

aFnal  shipment to leave, Mound - 
The assoCiated Press and increase their power. The -plant has 

a historv of accidental tritium releases. --- 

MIAMISBURG - A radioactive gas 
used for decades to make bomb triggers 
a t  the former Mound nuclear weapons 
plant will soon be a memory at the site, 
the U.S. Department of Energy an- ' 
nounced Monday. 

The final bulk amount of tritium will 
be shipped to the department's Savan- 
nah River, S.C., plant later this week. I t  
caps a nearly three-year effort and 
leaves only residues of the substance re- 
maining to be cleaned up. 

Tritiuin was one of the most widely 
.used radioactive materials a t  the plant. 
The government phased out production 
after the Cold War ended, and radioac- 
tive materials now are being removed 
from the site. .+ 

We've reduced the risk to our comrnu- 
nity," Leah Dever, manager of the Ener- 
gy Department's Ohio field office, said 
during a ceremony in front of a concrete 
bunker on the 306-acre site where the 
tritium had been stored. 

Tritium is radioactive hydrogen gas 
used to make triggers for nuclear bombs 

In 1969, an accident during an experi- 
ment caused the heaviest discharge of 
tritium from the plant in 20 years and 
contaminated four workers. No evacua- 
tions were necessary; 

In 1994, some tritium-contaminated 
soil was washed into the Great Miami 
River after a water line broke. And in 
1996, a small amount of tritium.was re- 
leased into the air after a pipe broke. 

"The removal means the potential envi- 
ronment risk a t  Mound has been fUrther 
reduced,* said Dick Church, mayor of 
this city of 19,000 people about 10 miles 
south of Dayton. 

The city is turning Mound into priiate- 
ly owned light industrial park. There are 
currently 28 businesses with 270 em- 
ployees at the site. 

"Each step alongthe way is sigdicant, 
and it should be celebrated," Church said. 

Dewaine Eckman, the Energy Depart- 
ment's project manager for the cleanup, 
said small amounts of uranium, actini- 
um, plutonium are still being stored at 
the site. 
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Report traces pattern of illnesses 

An unexplained pattern of illnesses has been found in hundreds of people 
living near the nation's nuclear facilities, The Nashville Tennessean reports 
Tuesday. A t  least 410 people living near or working at 13 nuclear weapons 
plants and research facilities across the country suffer from respiratory, 
neurological and immune system problems, according to  the newspaper. In a 
year-long investigation, its reporters found ill residents and workers in 
Tennessee, Colorado, South Carolina, New Mexico, Idaho, New York, 
California, Ohio, Kentucky, Texas and Washington. The U.S. Department of 
Energy, which oversees the plants, said there is no scientific evidence that 
toxic contaminants from the facilities caused the chronic illnesses. But the 
victims - and other experts - believe further investigation is warranted. 

Full story 
Officials' statements about the illnesses 
Government help can be frustrating 
Sick find best medical help is out of reach 
Eneray Dept. says it didn't know 
Science offers no quick answers 
For 50 vears, they lived in toxic area 
Rather than f i ~ h t  claims, victims want help 
How can victims be helped, and who wil l  pay? 
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Go t o  News front paae 
Go t o  USA TODAY front page 
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*World 
Politics . A mysterious pattern of illnesses - from immune systems gone haywire to 

brain malfunctions doctors can't explain - is emerging around this nation's 
Opinion nuclear weapons plants and research facilities. 

Columnists 
.Snapshot - The ill live in places unlike others, where poison bomb ingredients floated- - - - - 

Science into the air, sank into the soil and leaked into the water for half a century. 

*States 
No one has ever taken a comprehensive look at their health - not the federal 

Weird news government that owns the sites, the public health agencies charged wi th  
protecting their well-being, nor the politicians who represenfthem in' 

Search Congress. 
Newspa~er 
Archives 
Our site 

Scientists have been concerned for decades about radiation from nuclear 
production and its link to cancer. But the illnesses emerging now are 
something different. 

Resources In 1997, The Tennessean found scores of people suffering a pattern of 
*Index unexplained illnesses around the Oak Ridge nuclear reservation in East 

Feedback Tennessee. This year, the newspaper found hundreds of people wi th  similar 

What's hot illnesses around 1 0  other nuclear weapons sites nationwide. 

About us "It's like the devil has been let loose in my body," said Freddie Fulmer, 41, 
Jobs at USA a former worker at the U.S. Department of Energy's Savannah River nuclear 
TODAY site near Aiken, S.C. Fulmer, declared disabled in 1995, suffers from a 

degenerative joint and spine disease, kidney ailments and a rare disorder that 
causes his immune system to attack, rather than protect, his internal 
organs. 

"Every single morning my whole body hurts so badly I can barely get out of 
bed to  go stand under a hot shower until I can move around using my cane," 
Fulmer said. "And then there's the weird stuff, like once I had a fever for 
seven months straight. But, like everything else, the doctors couldn't tell me 
why or help me." 

He is one of 41 0 people in 1 1 states interviewed by The Tennessean who 
are experiencing a pattern of unexplained immune, respiratory and 
neurological problems attacking their bodies and minds. Illnesses include 
tremors, memory loss, debilitating fatigue and an array of breathing, 
muscular and reproductive problems. 

The newspaper found ill residents and workerg in ~ennessee, Colorado, 
South Carolina, New Mexico, Idaho, New York, California, Ohio, Kentucky, 
Texas and Washington state. In many cases, the ill were not aware scores 
of others in their own communities are suffering like them. 

Activists believe many people are suffering from illnesses at other weapons 
sites across the nation, too. And top scientists say the newspaper's findings 
are disturbing. 

"It is criminal. There is no doubt these people are sick and need help," said 
Dr. Victor Sidel, former president of the American Public Health Association 
and distinguished professor at New York City's Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine. 

Sidel, a co-founder of the Nobel Prize-winning activist organization 
Physicians for Social Responsibility, added: "The government has both an 
ethical and moral responsibility to come forward and help them as a public 
health policy, whether specific links between the illnesses and the weapons 
centers can ever be established." 

Many of the ill believe, and some experts agree, that their ailments stem 
from exposure over time to low levels of many toxic agents that were 
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released into the environment near nuclear weapons sites. 

But the ill have no scientific evidence. Their,belief stems from what they see 
happening to  themselves and others. . 

The government has traditionally required proof of harm before medical help 
is offered. So the ill must prove toxic exposure has hurt them, or hope the 
nation will help them based on anecdotal evidence. 

. - -- - - -- There's no-question-that-ill-workers-live in places with uncommon quantities- -- - - - -- -- - - 

of contaminants: radioactive elements like plutonium and cesium; chemical 
compounds such as the solvent carbon tetrachloride and cancer-causing 
PCBs; toxic metals, such as lead, mercury and arsenic. 

The government acknowledges the contamination and has launched 
billion-dollar cleanup plans. But, federal officials say, contamination rarely 
reached workers or residents in harmful amounts, although they're looking 
for what caused health problems. 

"Where there's a plausible connection we'll follow up on it," said Peter 
Brush, DOE'S acting assistant secretary for environment, safety and health. 
"Plausible connection" between nuclear sites and worker health is being 
studied, he added. 

But, those studies haven't keyed on people, looking instead at such things 
as levels of poison in ants in Idaho and turtles in Tennessee. 

Some scientists say'it is time to consider helping the sick. 

"It's really inappropriate for us to simply use science as an out, and say 'We 
just don't understand this, we'll come back when we do,"' said Dr. Bernard 
D. Goldstein, a member of the National Academy of Sciences' Institute of 
Medicine. "We have to  at least be responsive to  people now." 

Many of the ill are longtime workers at complexes opened during World War 
II or the Cold War to produce more than 70,000 nuclear weapons for the 
nation's defense. 

"We were saving America," said Ray Guyer, 60, who worked at the Rocky 
Flats complex near Denver for more than 3 0  years. Doctors found 
radioactive plutonium in  a bone spur from his knee, but they can't explain 
his dizziness, numbness, rashes or other health problems. 

"We were young and believed in what w e  were doing," he added, his voice 
cracking wi th  emotion. "Now we just need some help." 

A few of the ill said their health problems began three or four,decades ago. 
Most said symptoms began in the 1980s and 1990s. 

Why would people be getting sick now, years after Cold War weapons , 

production ceased7 And why would only s0m9~be getting sick? Certainly, 
most peopfe around these sites remain healthy. 

"Those are t w o  hard questions because w e  don't know what controls" the 
start of disease, said David Ozonoff, chairman of Boston University's 
Department of Environmental Health and a top expert in tracking disease. 

Political leaders, like scientists, have differing views about what to do. 

Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., whose state is home to  a major nuclear 
weapons site, promised to  "encourage the Department of Energy to  
carefully review these findings and determine how best to act." 

But Sen. Bill Frist, R-Tenn., the only physician in the Senate, said "The 
health complaints gathered from people living in communities near nuclear 
plants certainly raise questions. Before drawing any conclusions, however, 
w e  must be careful to rely on scientific evidence." 

That is little consolation for Gay Brown, 57, who grew up near the Oak 
Ridge nuclear reservation and was a special education teacher before 
becoming totally disabled in 1977. 



Plague surrounds nation's nuclear plants 

Now, Brown leads a "pretty lonely life," rarely leaving her house except to 
go to the doctor or hospital for illnesses she describes as "weird things 
going on in my blood and immune system. My bones and muscles hurt so 
bad at times, I can't stand to be touched. I've got awful skin rashes that 
won't go away. There's the thyroid problems, memory loss, blackouts ... oh, 
just about everything is breaking down, inside and out." 

Page 3 of 3 

By Susan Thomas, Laura Frank and Robert Sherborne, The Nashville 
Tennessean 
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Officials' statements about the illnesses: . - . - -  - 

"If there is evidence of similar illnesses at other sites around the country, it 
should be of concern to everyone, and the appropriate federal agencies 
should look into the matter." 

- U.S. Sen. Fred Thompson, R-Tenn., who last November asked the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to  investigate unexplained 
illnesses in communities surrounding Tennessee's Oak Ridge nuclear 
reservation. 

"These people are suffering and they need help immediately. We need to 
know the extent of the problem to find out who is currently suffering. And 
the only way to do that is through an official national survey. That 's what 
the CDC is for, and I would call for this to be undertaken immediately. " 

- U.S. Rep. Cynthia McKinney, D-Ga., who represented the Savannah River 
Site area until recent redistricting and twice requested CDC help for ill 
residents in her state. 

"Our staff ought to be going into these communities and asking them about 
their health concerns. For some DOE sites, we've not been up to the task. 
For God's sakes, we've got to be accountable. I don't know why we should 
have to prove (what caused the illnesses) to make the case. When we see,, 
these kind of problems associated with these sites, it's not Nobel science. 

- Barry L. Johnson, assistant U.S. surgeon general, and associate director of 
the Agency for Toxic Substance and Disease Registry. 

"Trying to look at these symptoms to alleviate them is of public health 
value. That doesn 't mean we have to prove what caused them ... We have 
to at least be responsive to people now." 

- Dr. Bernard D. Goldstein, elected member of the National Academy of 
Sciences' Institute of Medicine, and director of the Environmental and 
Occupational Health Sciences Institute. 
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Government help can be frustrating- - - -- - 

Energy Department officials say they have tried to help the ill near the 
nation's nuclear weapons and research facilities. But some of those 
attempts have frustrated and infuriated the ill they're intended to help. 

In Oak Ridge, Tenn., DOE paid an expert in urban trash recycling nearly 
$25,000 to do his first "health survey" in the largely African-American 
neighborhood called Scarboro, less than 600 yards from the nation's 
storehouse for highly enriched uranium. The resulting May 1997 report 
recommended young people be educated in recycling and said the top 
community concerns were police harassment and transportation issues. 

Two months ago, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention did its own 
survey and found something the recycling expert missed: One of every three 
children in the neighborhood suffers severe respiratory problems. 

A t  the Rocky Flats plant, DOE paid $80,000 in 1996 for a health survey of 
Resources plant neighbors in suburban Denver. The 1 1-question survey asked if 
*Index respondents had concerns living near Rocky Flats. It didn't ask if they had 

Feedback any health problems. This led one respondent to add an addendum: 

What's hot "Whoever wrote this survey should have included this ... People may be 
sicker than you realize." 

About us 
Jobs at USA A t  the Hanford plant in southeast Washington state, DOE has promised a 
TODAY "medical monitoring" program to check people for thyroid problems after 

decades of massive radioactive iodine releases. But the program would give 
checkups only, not medical care. A lawsuit is pending because DOE has not 
yet funded the program, which was approved in February, 1997. 

DOE has spent more than $100 million since 1 99  1 on multiple 
epidemiological studies on workers at most of the sites. "Epi studies," as 
they are known, use statistics to try to link diseases to a cause. Many have 
been inconclusive, a fact that doesn't surprise Tim Connor, member of the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services' Advisory Committee on 
Energy-Related Epidemiological Research and author of a book on the topic. 

"These studies are analogous to sending a whaling fleet with harpoons out 
to  find a catch of shrimp," Connor says. "There might be reason to believe 
a problem is there, but with the existing tools of epidemiology, it's very hard 
to bring home the catch and prove it." 

If people are waiting for these studies to prove these sites caused their 
health problems, they're wasting their time, says John Till, president of Risk 
Assessment Corp., a scientific research firm in Neeses, S.C. 

His company has worked on several of the studies, which he says are useful 
for identifying potential effects of the most serious releases. 

"But you'll never be able to confirm any plants caused anyone's particular 
disease," Till says. 

"We'll never be able to tell a person with certainty that their health problems 
are caused by a certain contaminant." 
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. . l Washinston Science offers no quick answers 
*World 
l Politics Dr. Tara O'Toole was in charge of health and safety for the U.S. Department 

of Energy when her boss came to her wi th a request. 
O ~ i n i o n  
*Columnists Secretary of Energy Hazel O'Leary had heard reports that people near some 
S n a ~ s h o t  DOE sites were complaining of health problems and wanted to  find out if 
Science exposures from the sites were making people sick. 

*States "The secretary came to  me and said, 'People want to know. It's hanging 
Weird news over our heads. Let's just spend the money on it and get the answer,' " 

O'Toole recalls. 
Search 

News~a~er  Unfortunately, it's not that easy. "It's naive to believe science can just find 
Archives the answer," says O'Toole, who left DOE last year and is starting a center 

Our site at  Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore to  study biological weapons. 

The bottom line is this, say O'Toole and other top scientists and doctors: 
Resources Science can send people to the moon, clone sheep, and genetically engineer 
0- tomatoes, but it can't yet determine if the toxic mix of substances released 

Feedback from the nation's nuclear weapons production sites made anyone around 

What's hot them sick. 

About us For starters, the health effects of most chemicals are poorly understood. 
'Jobs at USA Too much arsenic causes death. But what effect, if any, does chronic 
TODAY low-level exposure to  arsenic have? What about tiny amounts of arsenic, 

uranium and the solvent trichloroethylene mixed together? No one knows. 
It's never been studied. Add another variable: Each person's body reacts 
differently to  environmental assaults. 

"There may be an average exposure, but not an average individual," says 
Ken Olden, director of the National Institute of Environmental Health 
Sciences. In other words, if several people are exposed to  the same toxic 
substance, each can have a very different reaction. Some may have no 
reaction at all. 

Scientists around the nation, funded by the national institute, are trying to 
decipher the puzzle. Some are beginning to track how different genes in the 
human body react to  different poisons. Others are beginning to  study 
different combinations of toxic agents found commonly at the most 
contaminated places in the country. DOE sites are among the most 
contaminated. 

But study results are years away. 

The institute plans to  take blood and urine samples to  try to  determine what 
chemicals have done to the subjects' bodies. Some of the ill people The 
Tennessean interviewed around DOE sites have complained that no one is 
taking biological samples from them. But biological samples are no panacea. 

"A health impact can occur decades after exposure," says Owen Hoffman, 
a former Oak Ridge environmental scientist-turned-consultant. 

He has studied health risks to people around several of the DOE sites, 
including Oak Ridge, Colorado's Rocky Flats and Washington's Hanford 
facilities. 

By the time the health problem shows up, Hoffman says, evidence of what 
caused it might be gone. 

So, where do these scientific uncertainties leave the hundreds of ill people 
living near nuclear weapons facilities? In  a very unpalatable place, says 
O'Toole: "These people are on the edge of known medicine." 
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0- 

Politics Just before 2:30 p.m. on Mother's Day 1969, one of the most dangerous 
substances known to man burst into flames at the nuclear weapons complex 

Odnion called Rocky Flats, 16 miles northwest of Denver. 
*Columnists 
Snapshot - Highly ignitable plutonium left unattended had spontaneously started af i re - 

Science that burned uncontrolled for four hours. 

States 
Officials said little plutonium escaped. But a subsequent investigation 

Weird news revealed to Denver residents for the first time that plutonium had been 
released both accidentally and routinely from the site since it was built in 

Search 1952. 
N ~ w s D ~ D ~ ~  
Archives Denver wasn't the only city kept in the dark. For decades, the U.S. 

*Our site Department of Energy was not required to tell anyone what it was doing at 
i ts nuclear development sites. 

Resources That began changing in the 1980s, and the newly released information 
0- showed a half century of toxic bomb byproducts that were dumped, stored 

Feedback and buried are now leaching toward populated areas. 
What's hot 

*About us Today, the DOE is still trying to figure out what poisons went where and 
how to clean them up. The process is not moving at a speed many of the 

Jobs at USA sites' home states would like. 
TODAY 

Earlier this year, Washington's governor announced plans to sue the federal 
government for its failure to contain more than a million gallons of 
radioactive waste that leaked from underground tanks at the Hanford nuclear 
reservation. The contamination is moving through the ground toward the 
Columbia River, which provides water for drinking and irrigation in that 
agricultural area. 

"This," Gov. Gary Locke said of the escaping waste, "is an underground 
Chernobyl waiting to happen." DOE officials say they are negotiating wi th  
the governor's office trying to resolve the dispute. 

Idaho's governor sued the federal government in 1995 over its failure to 
remove millions of gallons of highly radioactive waste from underground 
storage tanks that sit above that state's largest drinking water aquifer. DOE 
settled the same year. 

Most recently, the governors of Tennessee, Kentucky and Ohio signed a 
letter urging the DOE to immediately convert a poisonous uranium compound 
contained in thousands of steel cylinders into a safer form. The rusting 
cylinders have been stored at sites in the three states for decades. 

While officials are trying to prevent further contamination, they are still 
dealing with the Cold War legacy: Hanford, in its first 3 0  years of 
production, released more radiation into the air, soil and water than Soviet 
officials say escaped at Chernobyl, the worst nuclear accident in history. 
Chernobyl, however, was an instantaneous escape compared to Hanford's 
long-term, low-level releases. 

One of Hanford's most controversial releases was the "Green Run," a 
secret Air Force experiment that intentionally vented radioactive iodine into 
the air over two days in 1949. 

These releases were kept secret until the 1980s. The Air Force continues to 
withhold information about the project, which was designed to test 
monitoring equipment that spy planes could use to find weapons production 
sites in the Soviet Union. 
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The Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory performed one 
of the most dangerous processes in the nuclear weapons production cycle, 
using chemicals to  extract reusable radioactive material from used parts. It 
then injected the radioactive waste from this process into the ground. Other 
radioactive waste was burned. 

Officials at the lab also melted down 26 nuclear reactors in tests. It is not 
known how much radiation or other poisons escaped. 

.- . .~ . - .--- . - A t  Oak Ridge, more-than 2 million pounds-of mercury were-released into -the - - - - - - - -  --  - - - 
air, water and soil during the 1950s and early 1960s. Uranium was vented 
through the roofs of production buildings. Tons of other chemicals, metals 
and radioactive particles were placed in pits and ponds that are now 
leaching. 

A t  Savannah River, an accidental release in 1991 unleashed a large amount 
of radioactive tritium, a hydrogen bomb fuel. 

Additionally, the plant released smallei'amounts of other radioactive 
byproducts of nuclear weapons production each year, including krypton-85, 
strontium-90, iodine-1 31, cesium-1 37, uranium and plutonium. 

A t  Los Alamos, decades of research and testing have also released toxic 
agents to  the air, soil and water. Tritium, cesium-1 37 and strontium-90 
have been found in shallow groundwater in two nearby canyons; tritium has 
also been detected in wells near the Rio Grande River. 

In 1993, after holes were found in buried drums storing radioactive waste, 
New Mexico fined the lab $600,000 and required it to dig up the drums for 
safer storage. 

A t  Rocky Flats, the worst release took place over 10  years, ' 1959-1 969. 
Officials stored oil laced with plutonium and chemicals in steel drums 
outdoors on a concrete pad starting in  1958. They realized the drums had 
begun to  leak within a year, but they took 10  years to fix the problem. 

Meanwhile, winds shooting off the Rocky Mountains, sometimes as high as 
9 0  mph, picked up soil contaminated from the leaking barrels and blew it 
toward Denver. 

Plutonium processing at the Flats stopped in 1989, when another highly 
visible event brought its contamination picture more clearly into focus. 

On the morning of June 6, a small army of FBI agents raided the site, 
collecting evidence a congressional report later said showed a pattern of 
"serious environmental crimes." 

The U.S. Justice Department settled with DOE and its contractor, Rockwell 
Inc., as a grand jury was hearing evidence. Rockwell pleaded guilty to  five 
felonies and five misdemeanors. The $18.5 million fine it paid was smaller 
than the bonuses Rockwell received during the time the crimes were 
committed. 

An internal DOE memo showed officials knew some of the Rocky Flats 
practices were "patently illegal." The 1986 memo from an environment, 
safety and health official states "good press ... has taken attention away 
from just how really bad the site is." 

By Susan Thomas, Laura Frank and Robert Sherborne, The Nashville 
Tennessean 
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Opinion the health care system to opening environmental health clinics in their 
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Science Thorny issues remain: Who should be helped and who should pay? 
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Create an ombudsman program. Dr. Tara O'Toole, who left her post 
as U.S. Department of Energy assistant secretary for health and 
safety last year to become a consultant, says perhaps a government- 
funded ombudsman could help provide medical care. 

The Energy Department or the U.S Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention could pay for the advocates, O'Toole says. They could give 
advice to the ill when insurance companies balk at paying for needed tests 
or when doctors don't know how to proceed with unexplained illnesses. 

Jobs at USA "I recognize people are suffering," O'Toole says. "I think they deserve a 
TODAY humane response." 

But while the DOE could fund an ombudsman, further action must come 
from the nation's leaders, she says: "The Department of Energy doesn't 
have the capability to address this issue. It will have to  be addressed by the 
White House through new policy, or Congress through new laws." 

The DOE doesn't have the resources or the expertise to devote to the issue 
without taking away from its current responsibilities, she says. 

"I'm more concerned right now about the people who are doing the 
cleanup" at these sites, O'Toole says. "People are in harm's way as we  
speak. We have a responsibility to prevent future disease." 

When O'Toole worked for the DOE, the department considered sending ill 
people around its sites to see specialists in occupational and environmental 
medicine, she says. That never happened because the DOE'S legal 
department warned that recognizing people may have been harmed and 
trying to help them would force the government to choose whom to help. 
That, the lawyers said, would ensure lawsuits. 

But, O'Toole says, she recognizes help not lawsuits is what ill people living 
around these sites want: "They want to feel better." 

O'Toole says she doesn't believe all the illnesses are related to exposure 
from the nuclear sites. But, she adds, "that doesn't mean that there aren't 
people out there who've been affected." 

Use the Veteran's Affairs medical system. The nation has a moral 
responsibility to go a step further than providing an ombudsman, 
says Dr. Howard Frumkin, chairman of environmental and 
occupational health at Atlanta's Emory University. 

The government could pay for people's health insurance through a voucher 
program. Or they could be allowed to use the medical program offered 
military veterans, he says. 

"The Veteran's Affairs system serves a class of people who were put in 
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harm's way for the nation's sake," Frumkin says. "The ill people living near 
DOE facilities could be considered one of those groups. We know w e  
probably put these people in harm's way. If we knew 50 years ago what w e  
know now, we would have operated these sites differently. 

"Now the least we can do is take care of them." 

A prerequisite to care would be some indication that communities are 
experiencing high levels of illness or highly unusual illness, Frumkin says. 

~ ~ ~ - -- - -  - - - .. -- -~~ -- 

Using veteran's hospitals could be a double benefit, he adds. 

The nation's VA medical system is facing a decline in patients as World War 
II veterans age and die, he says. The VA system could use a boost to  its 
mission, he adds. And while VA hospitals have come under criticism for 
their quality of care, some of the ill around DOE sites might benefit from 
experimental treatment being offered ill gulf war veterans, many of whom 
share similar symptoms. 

By tapping into an existing system, costs for medical care would be lower, 
too. 

"This would be a calculable figure," Frumkin says. 

Expand a federal doctor-sharing program. Another existing, though 
little-used, avenue of medical care might be broadened to  help the ill. 
This one is a joint program between the Association of Occupational 
and Environmental Clinics and the Agency for Toxic Substance and 
Disease Registry. The association is a network of mostly 
university-based doctors specializing in toxic exposure; the agency 
tracks health issues around toxic waste sites, including DOE sites. 

Under this 21 -month-old program, association specialists are paired with 
doctors of people living near environmental hazards. 

"The purpose of this entire project is to deal wi th communities' health 
concerns," says Dr. Pamela Tucker, senior medical officer wi th the disease 
registry's division of health education and promotion. 

The doctors try to  determine potential toxic exposures: Did the patient work 
wi th  chemicals? Eat fish from a contaminated creek? 

Live down wind from releases? Then, the doctors do a physical examination, 
looking for signs of toxic exposure and discussing how specific poisons can 
target different parts of the body. 

The specialists log unusual cases into a database, which can be used to  
track trends. The program is free to  the ill and can be initiated wi th  a request 
from citizens of the community. 

The program would have to be expanded, though, to help the hundreds of ill 
around DOE sites. It currently employs just over a dozen people. 

Open community environmental health clinics. One Oak Ridge 
advocate for the ill has met with O'Toole in Washington, talked to  
Frumkin in Atlanta, and wants to learn more about the disease . 
registry's doctor-sharing program. Each idea has merit, says nurse 
Sandra Reid, who heads the nonprofit Environmental Health Liaison. 

But more is needed, she believes. 

Reid and a handful of others at sites across the nation want specialized 
environmental health clinics opened in  their neighborhoods to give medical 
care, track trends in the illnesses, and research an area of medicine that is in 
its infancy. 

"We want to bring together experts who are scientifically credible and 
advocates for the people to try to evaluate what can be done," says Reid, 
whose husband, William, is a physician to some of the ill in Oak Ridge. "We 
want to  bring people together at all of these sites." 

Reid has enlisted experts in immunology, radiation biology and other medical 
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specialties to work on a formal proposal they hope will win grant money 
from government and private institutions. The plan calls for a pilot project to 
start by surveying the ill to define the health problems they're experiencing. 
It would eventually establish a full-scale clinic with the goal of developing 
new treatments. 

Page 3 of 3 

"Some of what might be done for people will be experimental," Reid says. 
"People would have to realize that. We can't waste any more time trying to 
figure out where all this illness came from. These people are getting more 

- - - . - - - - - _and more-sick." - - - -  -- --- - 

By Susan Thomas, Laura Frank and Robert Sherborne, The Nashville 
Tennessean 

- - - .  Go to Nationline. . . .. .. - . ~ ~ - -. 

Go to News front page 

Front paqe, News, Sports. Money, Life, Weather, Market~lace 

OCOPYRIGHT 1998 USA TODAY, a division 01 Gannett Co. Inc. 



The sick who were interviewed Page 8 of 19 

BRIAN AURICCHIO, 07, ASTHMA, CONCENTRATION LOSS, FRUSTRATION SHOWN IN BEHAVIOR, IN SPECIAL 
EDUCATION CLASSES 

CATHY AURICCHIO, 37, FlBROlDS IN UTERINE (CONSIDERING HYSTERECTOMY), ALLERGIES, MEMORY LOSS 

JOE AURICCHIO, 42, INTESTINAL DISORDER, POLYPS REMOVED, ALLERGIES, MEMORY LOSS, SLEEP DISORDER 

- --- --BARBARA OSARCZUK,-53, THYROID-DISORDER, NINE BENIGN TUMORS REMOVED,-BREAST CANCER, - - -  -- 
MASTECTOMY, RED SKIN 

KATHY POLLIZATTO, 56, BREATHING DIFFICULTIES, BREAST CANCER, CONGESTIVE HEART DISORDER, 
DEGENERATIVE BONE DISEASE 

LAUREN SNELL, 06, ASTHMA. RARE SOFT-TISSUE CANCER CALLED-THABDOMYOSARCOMA, LEARNING 
DISABILITIES 

JOAN WEISNER, 46, ASTHMA, SEVERE ALLERGIES, REPEATED BRONCHITIS, REPEATED PNEUMONIA, MEMORY 
LOSS, FATIGUE, REPEATED BLADDER INFECTIONS, NO SENSE OF TASTE OR SMELL 

JOHNATHAN WEISNER, 12, ASTHMA, CONCENTRATION LOSS, LEARNING DISABLED, REPEATED EAR 
INFECTIONS AND STREP THROAT, SEVERE UNEXPLAINED COUGHING MADE HIM MISS 3 MONTHS OF SCHOOL 
LAST YEAR 

LlAM WEISNER, 14, ASTHMA, SEVERE MIGRAINE HEADACHES, CONCENTRATION LOSS, REPEATED EAR 
INFECTIONS, STREP THROAT, PNEUMONIA, LEARNING DISABLED. 

FEED MATERIALS PRODUCTION CENTER 

FERNALD, OHlO 

KITTY OETERS, 37, HEADACHES, DIZZINESS, OPEN SORES ON LEGS FOR NO REASON 

TERESA PATRICK, 35, CHRONIC REPRODUCTIVE DISORDERS, HAS HAS SEVERAL MISCARRIAGES, HAS HAD 
CHILD WITH SEVERE GENETIC DEFECTS WHO DIED 

DANIELLE PHELPS, 16, PREMATURE LUNGS, UPPER RESPIRATORY DISORDER, CEREBRAL PALSY, LEGALLY 
BLIND, BOWEL DISORDER, WHEELCHAIR-BOUND 

RONALD PHELPS, 13, SEVERE SPEECH PROBLEMS, ALMOST TOTAL HEARING LOSS 

TERESA PHELPS, 34, NONE OF 3 CHILDREN FULL-TERM, FEMALE PROBLEMS, REPEATED CYSTS ON FACE AND 
EAR THAT MUST BE REMOVED 

VANESSA PHELPS, 18, FEMALE ORGANS DISORDER, HEAVY CYCLES 

RUTH SELLET, 61, IMMUNE DISORDER, DIABETES, LEFT LEG AMPUTATED, HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE, HEART 
PROBLEMS, IMMUNE DISORDER, DIABETES, HEART PROBLEM, SEVERE WEIGHT LOSS, UNEXPLAINED COUGH 
LEADS TO VOMITING 

% MOUND PLANT 

MIAMISBURG, OHlO 

DANIELLE GORE, 19, A "HOT SPOTn ON HER LEG THAT BURNS, CYSTS ON OVARIES, ULCERS, COLON 
DISORDER 

SYNDlA NORVELL, 53, LUNG DISORDER, SHALLOW BREATHING AND PAIN, STOMACH DISORDER FOR YEARS, 
POOR CIRCULATION, 3-BYPASS HEART SURGERY 1997, ACID REFLUX DISORDER 

SHARON SIZEMORE, 42, ASTHMA, BRONCHITIS, UNEXPLAINED KIDNEY DISORDER WITH AT LEAST FOUR 
ATTACKS OF BLOOD IN URINE 
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KITTY SNOWDEN, 43, CHRONIC SORE THROATS, IMMUNE SYSTEM PROBLEMS, HEADACHES, REPEATED 
RASHES, SEVERE JOINT AND MUSCLE PAIN, HAIR LOSS, CHRONIC FATIGUE SYNDROME, RASHES 

DIANA TRAGESSER, 42, ASTHMA, CHRONIC BRONCHITIS, MANY DIFFERENT RASHES, EPPSTEIN-BARR VIRUS, 
FIBROMALGIA, FEMALE PROBLEMS, TWO BENIGN BREAST TUMORS, MIGRAINE HEADACHES, ARTHRITIS, 
PARTIAL HYSTERECTOMY IN 199 1 

SANDRA WOODWARD, 50, ASTHMA, A "HOT SPOT" ON HER ARMS THAT BURNS, SUSPECTS PLUTONIUM AS 
CAUSE, THYROID DISORDER, MIGRAINE HEADACHES, HlGH BLOOD PRESSURE, EPPSTEIN-BAR VIRUS, THREE 

- - -_ -WPES ARTHRITIS- -- -- -. . - - - - - - ----- - - - - - - - - 

LOS ALAMOS NATIONAL LABORATORY 
- - 

LOS ALAMOS, N;M. 
- 

AMANDA ARCHULETA, 10, SEVERE ALLERGIES, BORN WlTH SEVERE CLEFT PALATE BIRTH DEFECT, HAS HAD 
12  TO 14  CORRECTIVE SURGERIES, A TOTAL RECONSCTRUCTIVE OPERATION IS SCHEDULED AT AGE 18 

AMBROSIO ARCHULETA, 05, ALLERGIES, BORN WlTH CLEFT PALATE BIRTH DEFECT, IS PREPARING FOR 
SURGERY 

VICTORIA ATENCIO, 12, ALLERGIES, DIZZINESS, SLEEP APNENA, HEADACHES, ARTHRITIS ESPECIALLY IN 
HANDS 

JAMIE BARONE, SEIZURES, RASHES THAT PEEL SKIN OFF HANDS, ANXIETY, MIGRAINE HEADACHES, DRY 
COUGHS, WHEEZING 

JON BARONE, ASTHMA, HEADACHES, NOSEBLEEDS, JOINT AND MUSCLE PAIN, RECURRENT STREP INFECTIONS 

JOSHUA BARONE, A DISORDER CALLED "AVASCULAR NEUCROSIS" WHICH LIMITS BLOOD FLOW TO THE HIP 
AND LEG BONES, CHRONIC PAIN, ASTHMA, JUVENILE RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS 

MORIAHA BARONE, ASTHMA, ABNORMALLY LARGE TONSILS 

TRACY LYNNE BARONE, ABNORMALLY LARGE TONSILS, CONCENTRATION LOSS 

JEANNIE COSADOS, 46, TWO BENIGN BREAST TUMORS, HEADACHES, RESPIRATORY 

RODNEY E. COSADOS, 08, SEVERE ASTHMA, NOSEBLEEDS, HEADACHES 

RODNEY P. COSADOS, 31, ASTHMA, SEVERE ALLERGIES, SEVERE AND OFTEN NOSEBLEEDS, HEADACHES, 
JOINT PAlN 

KAREN FRED, 37, CONSTANT, REPETITIVE HEADACHES, JOINT AND MUSCLE PAlN ESPECIALLY IN ARMS, LUNG 
DISORDER WHICH CAUSES HEAVY COUGHING BOUTS 

ANDREW HERRERA, 13, ASTHMA, HIVES AND/OR RASHES 

LAWRENCE HERRERA, 18, ASTHMA, HEADACHES, UNSUAL WATERY EYES 

DELORES LUJAN, 53, CHRONIC INSOMNIA, REOCCURRING THROAT CANCER 

JASON LUJAN, 28, SEVERE ALLERGIES, UNEXPLAINED HEART ATTACK AT AGE 23 

PONCE LUJAN, 34, ASTHMA, CHRONIC COUGHING, DRY NOSE, RASHES, HIVES 

STEVE LUJAN, 64, BAD ALLERGIES, HlGH BLOOD PRESSURE, PROSTATE DISORDER, 2 BACK SURGERIES, JOINT 
PAlN 

BERNIE MARTINEZ, 72, LUNG DISEASE, SURGERY TO REMOVE NON-MALIGNANT MASS FROM LUNG, 
ARTHRITIS, HlGH BLOOD PRESSURE 

FRED MARTINEZ, 23, CHRONIC ALLERGIES, DIZZY SPELLS, BLACKOUTS THAT COME WITHOUT WARNING AND 
LAST UP TO A MINUTE 

JEFF MARTINEZ, 40, LUMP-LIKE TUMORS ON INSIDE LEFT ELBOW AND RIGHT INDEX FINGER, ASTHMA, 
ALLEGIES, HEADACHES, EAR INFECTIONS, NOSEBLEEDS 
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Bulk Tritium Leaves the Mound Site 
Today, the Department of Energy announced that a significant milestone will soon be 

reached at its Mound facility in Miamisburg, Ohio. All the accountable bulk tritium at the site will 

be gone. Mound, built in the 1940's to produce components for nuclear weapons using 

radioactive tritium, is one of the sites being cleaned up by DOE in the aftermath of the Cold War. 

Although a small amount of tritium remains in facilities and process equipment, by removing the 

bulk tritium, a potential environmental risk has been reduced. Removal of the bulk tritium is 

instrumental to the completion of the cleanup of the site. 

The final shipment of bulk tritium brings to an end a 32-month project. The successfUl 

completion of this project is the result of coordinated efforts of employees of DOE and its 

contractor, Babcock and Wilcox of Ohio, and employees at the DOE Savannah River site in 

South Carolina where the tritium will be shipped. 

The Secretary of Energy, Bill Richardson, was delighted by the accomplishment and sent 
his congratulations. "This kind of progress shows how the Department is meeting its 
commitments for a cleaner environment." 

In her remarks at an event to celebrate the completion of this project, Leah Dever, 
Manager of the DOE Ohio Field Ofice, stated that by shipping this tritium off the site "We have 
reduced a risk to the community and it was a job well done. It clears the way so we can dismantle 
and decontaminate facilities so they can be used for peacefbl purposes." As buildings are cleaned 
they will be transitioned to the Miamisburg community through the Miamisburg Mound 
Community Improvement Corporation for economic development. 

Sandy Baker, President of BWO, said "This is indeed a significant milestone. We have 
successfblly and safely completed a project that was on the critical path to overall site clean-up 
and restoration. BWO applauds the efforts of its highly dedicated team of employees who 
contributed to this important achievement." 



Tritium Gas Shipment.Milestone Accom~lished . . 

. .  . 

. The week of ~ e ~ t e m b e r  28, 1998 will mark the final shipment of the accountable tritium gas from 
Mound to Savannah River. This brought to an end a 32-month project to ship gaseous tritium 

. - . .. - - -  . - .- - . - - . 

offsite . . as a metal hydride in a container known as a ~ydr ide  Transport Vessel (HTV). I: , 

. . .- . - .  . 

The HTV technology uses uranium metal which reacts with hydrogen isotopes to form a solid 
compound uranium hydride or UH3. When the hydrogen isotope is tritium, uranium tritide, or 
UT3, is created. As a metal hydride the gas could be shipped safely as a low volume solid at a low 
pressure. Through the life of the project over 10,000 standard liters (approximately 350 cubic 
feet) of hydrogen containing high concentrations of tritium was shipped from Mound to Savannah 
River in South Carolina in 199 HTVs. 

HTV loading operations began at Mound in February 1996 with a single unit being loaded over a 
two-day period. Process improvements developed during the project increased the loading rate 
by as much as a factor of three. Additional improvements increased the quantity of gas loaded on 
each HTV.which significantly reduced the number of HTVs to be loaded and shipped to remove 
the tritium bulk gas eom Mound. The impact of these developments is shown by the fact that 
nearly one-fifth of the HTVs loaded were shipped in the final three months of the project. 

, 
The successfbl completion of this project was the result of a coordinated effort of the contractor 

@ and DOE staffs at the Mound and Savannah River plants. The Tritium Disposition Group was 
responsible for this milestone effort which included technicians, engineers, and scientists fiom the 
HTV Loading and Packaging teams, as well as, Analytical and Radiological Control teams. 
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Illnesses at nuc1,ear sites under . . 

The Associated Rese 

DENVER - U.S. Energy Secretary Bill 
Richardson says he will investigate reports of 
health problems among people living near or 
working a t  federal nuclear weapons plants 
and research centers in Ohio and 10 other 
states. 

About 410 people told The Tennessean, a 
newspaper in Nashville, Tenn., that they are 
suffering from unexplained illnesses including 
tremors, memory loss, fatigue and a variety of 
breathing, muscular and reproductive prob- 
lems. Their doctors cannot explain why they 
are sick. 

No direct link has been established between 
the illnesses and the Department of Energy 
sites. But doctors, scientists and lawmakers 
say it's large enough to warrant a comprehen- e ive study to try to find the cause. 

"I'm going to follow this," Richardson told 
the newspaper after a private meeting Friday 
with residents near the Rocky Flats nuclear 

. site in Denver. "My view is we ought to get to 
the bottom of this. I want to be absolutely sure 
we're emng on the side of making sure there 
are no problems." 

Scientists have been concerned for decades 
about rahation from nuclear production and 
its link to cancer. But no one has ever looked 
ihto noncankrous illnesses. 

During a -.!2'2-monhh investigation, the news> 
paper.found 9,l.p'-  hat 13 DOE sites in Ohio, t Tennessee, Cokr ' .o, South Carolina, New 
Q,xico, .Idaho, N,e$:!. rk, California; Ken- 
.tucky, Texas and W&i%l ?? gton. 

Richardson provided meeting participants 
and reporters with copies of a letter sent 
Thursday to U.S. Health p c i  Human Services 
Secretary Donna Shalala, sdving he looks for- 
ward to working with heryto craft public 
health agendas that are responsive to thecon- 
cerns of residents near DOE sites." 

A Shalala spokeswoman said she hadn't re- 
ceived the letter. 
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After the Soviet Union deto- 
nated its first atomic bomb in 
-1949, American leaders wanted 
t o  ensure they had bigger and 
better weapons from a. supply 
line that could not be easily 
interrupted. 

So they set about creating a 
network of new weapons plants 
to  duplicate the operations of 
e a r l i e r  s i t es ,  and  upgraded  
some others. 

Though generally smaller in 
size, these secondary U.S. De- 
partment of Energy sites han- 
dled many of the same poisons 
as  their larger and more famil- 
iar counterparts, leaving behind 
a legacy of the most hazardous 
wasies h o w n  to man. 

The  Terlrlessea)l found sick 
people - dozens of them, alto- 
g e t h e r  - around s e v e n  of 

ese  secondary sites, where @ ysicians also say they cannot explain the baffling array of 
illaesses. 

Here are two from Ohio: 

. Fernald 
"I did smoke cigarettes, but . 

my doctor said cigarettes didn't 
-have-anything to--do -with what -- 

has happened to me," said Ruth 
Sellet, 61, whose health prob- 
lems include the  inability to 
b r e a t h e  d e e p l y ,  coughing  
spasms which often end in vom- 
iting, severe weight loss, hear: 
problems and diabetes which 
led to the amputation of her left 
leg. 

"Of course, I really can't say 
for sure that everything that 
has happened to me is because 
of the plant. I caii't prove that. 
But when all of a sudden these 
DOE people come to the door 
and tell you..not t o  use water 
from your well anymore, you 
start wondering about every- 
thing." 

Ms. Sellet grew up near the 
Fernald nuclear  components  
plant, which from -19'53 to 1989 
converted uranium ore into ura- 
nium metal. shaped it into spe- 
cific designs, and sent it to  
other weapons sites. 

In 1988, a s  part of a class- 

actiori lawsuit filed by local resi- - -Beginn ing  in 1 9 4 8 , Z h e  
dents, DOE acknowledged that 

' M&nd plaj t  produced nuclear 
over the Years uranium had and non-nuclear com~onents . for  
leaked from the plant in ttiese.. 
quantities: 100  tons of uranium 
dust had floated into the air and- 

- .  
more than 7 0  tons,  h a c  been-~ 
dumped-into3 local river. Local 
groundwater was found to be 
contaminated with uranium, 
along with n u m e r o u s  o t h e r  
weapons product ion bypro- 
ducts. . - 
. . 
: DOE settled the' class-action 

* suit in 1989, paying Fernald 
' .'residents $78 million. Ms. Sel= 
;'let's family received $7;000. 

DOE also later installed a public 
water system in the area. 

Miamisburg 
"I started getting severe rni- 

graine headaches when I was 
only in the 10th grade," said . .;- ........ 
Sandra-.W@dward, 50, a Miam- .... --.....- 

--~sbbrgn_ative who could see2he  
Mound- nuclear plant fromyber 
yard."-''Since then, my health 
has gradually gone down o y e r  
the years. .*I 

, "I 've got thyroid p r ~ b l ' ~ h s ,  
high .blood 'pressure, threergif- 
ferent types of arthritis, and-the 
Epstein-Barr virus (which4las 
been' linked t o  chronic fa t ige) .  
-Aftet:..awhile, you get t q a h e  
point you'have to wonder-3hy 
everything: like this is happen- 
ing to,your, body." . . . 

. . . .  
weapons, including devicis..-ihat 
d e t o n a t e  . a t o m i c  bombs:: In 
1969, the plant began recyciing 
tritiu-m; a: hydrogen bomb &el, - --- 

from dismantled nuclear 'weap- 
ons, work-it continues today. 

Evidence that tritium and~ra-  
dioactive plutonium, another  
bomb fuel, escaped the plant 
has been discovered in -air,. iva- 
ter  and soil sampling. Traces of 

. tntiur&'wei'e found in the'Qfj$m- . 
i~burgc.Co-munity Pzrk SFm- 
mlllg.:.p~oqrn 1992. This$ar, -. . 
D_O@:completed a $33 $i!!ioi 
p ~ o j e j t ~ ~ t o - r e m o v e  ' plut~c11m ... from: the-,park soil. .,.. .-.--. 
- "I am :Sure livirig near;the 
plan6:has had an impact. o r imy 
headit&:'. Ms. Woodward added, 
"becauseb.eyond my oyn'piob- 
lems, everybody I know :i& ei- 
t h e r  sick 'or- already dead.": 

. . .  

. . .  
1 :  Fernald plant brought danger close~''to home: ,. :;' . 

BY BEN L. K A U F ~ A N  radon gas leaking from the cal monitoring. employees a t  Fernald. 
and TIM BONFIELD plant's waste storage silos. That case T a x p a y e r s  also covered  
The  Cincinnati Enquirer Studies sponsored by the cost  . taxpay-;  those damages and NLO attor- 

federal Centers for Disease e r s  more than neys fees. 
years man- Control and Prevention (CDC), 

agers of the Fernald uranium released this year and last, 
$ I5  mi'!ion 1 ~ roduc t idn  ended . i t  Fer- 
f o r  l awyers -  in 1989. . . . .  

processing giant. in northwest concluded that about. 8 5  pea- for NLO Inc., . . 
. Hamilton County lowered their have died or expected which wai,re-.. In 1992, Fluor Daniel won 

of secrecy and began to die from lung cancer be- imbursed all the contract to  clean U P  the 
reveal a unwarrant- cause they lived near the plant of its cosk-,y, site! which is expected to take 

... ,. . ... ed.radioactive releases. . . .  - f o r  long periods .of fime. DOE. :.::.. .... about 1 0  more years. 
' Radiation. had wafted over Blame for 'the pollution has Few work-. -.So' far, considerable pro- 

nearby homes and fields for been heaped on NLO Inc., S. Chesley - e r s  or neigh- gress has- been made on pro]- 
d e d e s ;  pol!utants had Perco- which operated the Depart- bors have shown their illnesses ects to t reat  ground water, 
lated through the soil into merit of Energy facility from were caused by those radioac- demolish old buildings, and 
ground wate r  from. which 1952 to 1985. tive and chemical releases, but haul away thousands of barrels 
neighbors drew drinkmg wa- ~~d by attorney Stanley M. the s e t t l h e n t  allows long- !!of low-level radioactive waste. 
ter; contaminants had washed Chesley, neighbors within a term health studies to estab- However, efforts to deal . off the 1,050-acre site into a 5-rnile radius of the Depart- lish whether  contamination wi th  t h e  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  

'nearby creek that emptied into rnent of Energy facility sued from Fernald may have sick- waste - the radon-emitting 
the Great Miami River. ar.d \iron $78 million from tax- ened anyone. sludge in the K-65 silos - 

The most significant health pJyers for emotional distress, Mr. Chesley later won $20 have been plagued with cost 
risk, however, was caused by lost property values and medi- million for workers and former overruns, failures and scandal. 
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- b The move would allow 
the WE to vacate the 
Miamisburg . . site. 

. :  . 

.., 

By Timothy R. Gaffney ,: 

DAMON DAILY NEWS . - . ' 

. : . . .  
. . Da$ion may greet the 100th 

anhiversary of powered .flight by 
losing a key part of the space pro- 
gram-it pioneeredin the 1960s: 
'nuclear generators, and heaters for 
deep space probes.'. , 

The U.S. Depxtment of Energy 
announced Friday in the Federal 
Register its intent to relocaie the 
work from the Mound Plant in 

Miamisburg. This would remove 
the last remaining DOE mission, 
allowing the agency to vacate the 
site by February 2003. 

.The year 2003 will mark one cen- 
tury since Daytonians Orville and 
Wilbur Wright made the world's 
first powered flight. 

- - DOE is considering moving the- 
work to one of five sites in Idaho, 

' Nevada, Tennessee, Texas and 
Washington. It plans to hold a pub- 
lic hearing at each site, including 
at Mound, in November. 

Removing the last work involv- 
ing radioactive isotopes from the 
site would strike a blow to com- 
mercial redevelopinent efforts, 
said Michael J .  Graurvel~nan, 

director of the ~ i a m i s b u r ~  Mound 
Community -Improvement Corp:~ 

"We believe the program really, 
does fit and support where the 
region is going," Grauwelman . 
said. Most of the businesses that 
have sprung up there have lever: 
aged Mound expertise or equip- 
ment to start high-tech enterpris- 
es. 

The work itself has involved 
about 40 highly skilled jobs; 
inc!uding engineers and scien- : 
tists. 
-. DOE and program managers at 
Mound could not be reached for 
comment Monday. 

SEE MOUND/SB 

MOUND: Last link to DOE mav leave 
CONTINUED-FROM .5B 

~iauwelrnan said he isn't both- 
ered by the program's use of 
plutonium-238, a radioactive iso- 
tope that is not used in weapons 
but is extremely toxic. It's 
already encased in metal cap- 
sules when it arrives on the site, .. 
he said, and the two buildings 
that house the operations are sep- 
arate from commercial activities. 

The Mound operation assem- 
bles devices called RTGs and heat 

. . sources, RTGs - short for Radio- 
isotope Thermoelectric Genera- 
-tors - have powered every space . 
probe to the outer planets beyond 
Mars. The plutonium gives off 

-. heat, and RTGs convert the heat 
into electricity. Heat sources use 
plutonium heat to keep delicate 

spacecraft equipment from freez- 
ing in the cold of space. 

While RTGs made it possible 
for NASA to send space probes to 
Jupiter, Saturn and beyond Plu- 
to, they have also caused contro-, 
versy. About 500 people protested 
.the space agency's most'recent 
launch of an RTG-powered probe, 
the Cassini spacecraft launched 
toward Saturn in 1997, because it 
carries about 72 pounds of pluto- 
nium. 

Cassini's two RTGs have been. 
feedirig it electkical power . 

. 

steadily'and should continue to . 
work long after the spacecraft . 
loops into orbit.around Saturn in 
2004. , ' 

Ironically, the facility that 
made the RTGs may not-last so 
long. 



Wednesday, Oct. 7,.1998 The Middletown Journal 

The Associated Press 
-- 

MIAMISBURG - The U.S. De- 
partment of Energy is thinking of 
moving the production of nuclear 
generators for space probes from 
the former Mound nuclear 
weapons plant, a move that would 
eliminate 40 jobs and end DOE'S 
presence a t  the 50-year-old site. 

According to a notice in the Fed- 
eral Register, the department 
may move the work to one of five 
other DOE sites: Oak Ridge, 
Tenn.; Pantex near Amarillo, 
Texas; Hanford near Richland, 
Wash.; the Nevada Test Site near ,  
Las Vegas; or the Idaho National 
Engineering lab near Idaho Falls. 

"The primary reason is the rest 
of the Mound site is being phased 
out," Earl Wahlquist, the depart- @ m e n t * ~  associate director for space 
power systems, said Tuesday. 
"But the final decision has not 
been made." 

The department has ended 
weapons production a t  Mound, a 
306-acre site that is being con- 
verted into a business park. 

The Mound operation assembles 
devices called RTGs and heat 

sources: RTGs - short for Ra- 
diois'otope Theirnoelectric Genera- : 
tors - have pwered every space 
probe to the outer planets beyond . 
Mars. 

Radioactive plutonium gives off 
heat, and RTGs convert the heat 
into electricity. Plutonium-gener- 
ated heat also keeps delicate 

spacecraft equipment from fkeez- . . .  
ing in the cold of space. 

Wahlquist said .the work could . 

be moved to a,site with a larger 
safety and technical infrastruc- 
ture. He said it would involve 
modifying existing buildings and 
installing new equipment, but not 
builhng new facilities. 

But any attempt.to transfer the 
work might 'meet resistance from. 
Rep. Tony Hall, an Ohio Democrat 
whose congressional district in; 
cludes Mound. Hall opposed a bid 
by the department to move the 
work to Washington state in 1990, 
and the transfer never happened. 

"He will oppose the move if it does 

. - 

not make sound econornic'and envi. 
r o e e n t a l  sense," . said Michael 
Gessel, Hall's press secretary. :. . 

Gesselasaid Mound has had the 
RTG program since the ; early 
1960s. 

."There is a core of dedicated ex- 
perts who-would be difficult to re- 
place, and the facilities are there;" 
he said. "There are sound reasoris 
from the perspective of the prd- 
gram'td keep the work there." - .  . 

Wahlquist said the depaitment 
might try to encourage some of: 
the Mound workers to follow the 
work to a new site. 

Michael Grauwelman, director: 
of the Miamisburg Mound Com- 
munity Improvement Corp., said 
he would like to see the RTG work 
stay a t  Mound, but be turned over 
to a private coinpany. ' ' 

'The technology . capabilities 
that reside .within, that program 
we believe 'enhance the region's 
overall efforts in that area," <aid 
Grauwelman. "We think that's an  
opportunity." 

Wahlquist said that while keep- 
ing the work at  Mound was a pos- 
sibility, turning it over to a pri- 
vate company was unlikely. 

Springboro resident to manage Mound facility.'. 
For The Journal ing 23 international partners - for the missile and ordnance in- 

and more than 1.,100 employees dtktry. 
. MIAh$ISBURG - Peyton San- in the production of major utili- For the previous 16 y w s ,  

ford "Sandy" Baker of Spring- ty power stations. In this capaci- Baker held various manage- 
boro has been appointed presi- ty, he directed factory opera- ment responsibilities for . the , 

dent of Babcock & Wilcox of tions, technology transfer, gov- company's Naval Nucleaf Fuel 
Ohio Inc. and will manage the ernrpent and labor relations and Division in Lynchburg, includ-. 
U.S. Department of Energy's was a member of the board of di- ing manager of the division's 
Mound facility in Miamisburg. rectors. quality program for component 

The announcement was made From 1990 to 1994, Baker was fabrication. . 

by E. Allen Womack Jr., presi- general manager of the Babcock The former Babcock & Wilcox . 

dent of BWX Technologies Inc. & Wilcox ERI Division in Indi- Government group, now BWX 
Baker has been managing di- anapolis, .with responsibilities Technologies ,Inc., was awarded 

rector, Babcock & Wilcox Egypt, for a $25 million manufacturing the Department of Energy .con- 
in Cairo, where he was responsi- facility that was the single sup- tract for Mound in 1997 to man- 
ble for operations of a B&W plier of missile warheads and age th.e environmental remedia-. 
joint venture corporation involv- a d v a n d  capability warheads tion and site transition . . project. - 
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'Sandy Baker to head 
Mou~ld - . site. - _  .. clean .._.. _ .- up - . . - - . . . . - - - . 

for Babcock & Wilcox 
-. 

Baker 

president 
P e y t o n  S a n f o r d  ( S a n d y )  

Baker has been a l~l~ointed  presi- 
dent  of  Babcock & Wilcox of 
Ohio  Inc. and wiii manage the 
U.S. Depal.trncnt of  E ~ E ~ - ~ ) / , S  
Mound facility in Miamisburg. 
The announcement was made by 
Dr. E. Allen Wom;lck Jr., presi- 
dent of  B W S  Technologies 111~. 

B a k e r  h a s  Ileen m a n a g i n g  
director of Babcock & Wilcox 
Egypt  in Cairo.  where he was 
responsible for operations of a 
B&W joint venture corporation 
involving 23 international part- 
n e r s  and  m o r e  (ha11 1.000 
employees in t1:e production of 
major utility power stations. In 
this capacity, he dilxcted factory 
operations, technology transfer, 
government iintl labor relations 
and was a mcml~er  of the board 

.,&d.il;~c~aa , . . . . . . . . .. 

. . 
From 1990 !(.: "")94. Baker  

w a s  g e n e r a l  :.-;;i!l.;er of  the  
B a b c o c k  C: \i'l:.-ox ERI  
Divis ion in In(liar::tpolis. Ind.  
with res'ponsibiiitics Tor a $ 7 5  
million m a n u f u c t ~ ~ ~ . i r i g  facility 
that was the siriylc. supplier of - < - 
missile warhcatis. a~icl adva~iced 
capability warhei~tls for the mis- 
sile and ordnanc;: inilustry. 

F o r  the pre\:iokrs 16 yea r s ,  
Baker held varicus ~nanagenlcnt 

responsibilities !'(,I. ( h e  colnpa- 
n y ' s  Nava l  i \ iuciear Fue l  
D i v i s i o n  in L! ~ l i l ! b u r g ,  V a . ,  
i n c l u d i n ~  m:in;l;er o f  the divi- 
sion's quality pr~)yr;trli for corn- 
ponent fabrici~tic!!!. 

In announc. i~?g tile appoint -  
ment, Dr. W~1ill;lik .,;lid "Si111dy 
Baker brings to >,lot~nd a down- 
to-earth manasc!11cllt style and 
leadership qualities which will 
successfully cnn~p lc te  our nlis- 
sion at Mountl. I ~ n i  very co~ i i i -  
dent of his abilit.. to get the job 
done." 

Commenting on his appoint- 
m e n t ,  Baker  sa id  " I  a m  very  
excited about the oppol-[unity to 
w o r k  wi th  s u c h  a n  e x c e l l e n t  
team on such an important pro- 
g r a m  f o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
~ n e r g y  and the communi ty  of 
Aliarnisburg. I look forwarti to 
part icipating in the successful 
completion of this most worth- 
while environmental restoration 
project." 

T h e  f o r m e r  B a b c o c k  & 
Wilcox Ciovernment group, no\v 
BWX Techno log ies  Inc. .  w i ~ s  
awarded the DOE contract for 
Mound i n  1997 to manage the 
environmental remediation and 
site transition project. 

Sandy D;~kcr- 

BWX Technologies Inc. is a 
m a j o r  o p e r a t i n g   ini it o f  
McDermott International Inc.. a 
leading worldwide energy ser- 
vices company .  T h e  company  
and its subsidiaries manufacture 
s t e a m - g e n e r a t i n g  e q u i p m e n t ,  
environmenta l  equipment  and 
products  for  the U.S. govern-  
ment.  They also provide engi-  
neer ing and  const ruct ion se r -  
vices for industrial, utility and 
hydrocarbon processing faci l i - 
ties and to the offshore oil and 
natural gas industry. 
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MOUND MOUND PLANT 
- POTEN-TIA-L 

Environkntal 
SITE PACKAGE 

Restoration Notice of Public Review Period Program 

The Action Memorandum for PRS 304 is available for public review in  thc CERCLA 
Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, Ohio. Public comment on 
this document will be accepted October 1,  1998 through October 3 I ,  1 998. 

Quest~ons can be referred to Paul Lucas at (937) 865-4578. 

". 

- - - 
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DOE may move RTGs from Mound 
by STEVE SANDLIN Thermoelectric Ge_neraLor The-DOE-announced-in-the - ---- - --- - - - 

- - - - - -- - 

- - Managing-Editor- (HSIRTG) program away from Federal Register last week, its 
The U.S. Department, of the Mound site and the city of intent to prepare an 

Energy wants to move the Heat Miamisburg plans to fight to Environmental impact 
S o u r c e / R a d i o i s o t o p e  keeptheprogramatthesite. (Continued on Page 16) 

- - . - - -  
~ ~ 

RTGs ... 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Statement (EIS) for the proposed 
transfer of the HSIRTG opera- 
tions from the Mound site. The 
HSIRTG is used in the space 
program as the power source for 
deep space probes. The EIS is 
required by the National 
Environment Policy Act 
(NEPA). 

The proposed action is to 

transfer the operations to one of 
five alternative sites. Being con-. 
sidered are  the Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory (ORNL) in 
Oak Ridge, Tenn., the Pantex 
Plant, 17 miles east of Amarillo, 
Tex.; the Hanford Site, north of 
Richland, Washington; the 
Nevada Test Site (NTS),  60 
miles northwest of Las Vegas 
and the Idaho National 

Engineering and Environmental 
Laboratory (INEEL), 50 miles 
west of Idaho Falls, Idaho. In 
addition. the "No Action" alter- 
native is to leave the operations 
at the Mound site. 

Public meetings will be held 
in the vicinity of all the sites in 
November, including Mound. 
The date, time and locations will 
be announced through the local 
media as soon as determined but 
at least 15 days prior to the date 
of the meetings. 

"We certainly intend to fight 
to keep the program at the 
Mound," said Mayor Dick 
Church Jr. "We have contacted 
our Congressional delegation for 
any help that they may be able 
to give us in keeping the RTG 
program here." 
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WORKPLACE AND TECHNOLOGY 
MAKEOVER . . 

Wnisys CEO motivates 

b Lawrence Weinbach uses a - 
cheerleading style with 
employees a t  the computer 
services provider. 

By Steve Farr 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

BLUE BELL, Pa. -If Unisys Corp.'s " 
chief executive officer has learned one 
thing during his management career, 
it's this: Keep it simple. 

Lawrence A. Weinbach, hired a year 
ago to guide the former mainframe com- 
puter maker a s  it transformed into a 
computer services provider, avoids 
grand mission statements. 

lost employees don't know what 
GY are," he said. 
Instead. he has i n s ~ i r e d  his sophisti- 

cated work force by repeating a mantra 
a child could understand, one that 
stresses the importance of the compa- 
ny's reputation, customers and employ- 
ees. 

"If one of the legs is broken, you can't 
sit on the stool," Weinbach said at com- 
pany headquarters in a Philadelphia 
suburb, a tiny gold stool pinned to his 
lapel. 

His cheerleading style seems to work. 
Unisys, which was just showing signs of 
consciousness before Weinbach arrived 
a s  chairman, president and CEO in Sep- 
tember 1997, appears to'have shaken off 
its stupor. 

Revenue is up 8 percent since January 
and is expected to top $7 billion this 
year. First Call Corp., which surveys 
industry analysts. predicts profits of 
$1.02 a share, more than double last 
year's. 

This fall, nearly two years ahead of 
Weinbach's schedule, Unisys will have 
paid off $1 billion of debt. The company 
soon plans to launch a $30 million pdver- 
tising campaign touting its expertise in 
services, including the setup and main- 

of computer networks. 
complete the makeover, Unisys job 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Unisys Corp. Chief ~xecutive Law'rence 
Weinbach, shown in this undated 
photo, isacredited with helping the 
company's revenue jump 8 percent 
since January 1998. 

recruiters began returning to college 
campuses for the first time in years. 

"I want credibility in the market- 
place," Weinbach said. "I want to take a 
reputation that had some tarnish and 
get rid of the tarnish." 

That reputation nose-dived during a 
decacle of layoffs that trimmed the corn- 
pany's work force by two-thirds, to 
31.000, following its formation in the 
1986 merger of Sperry Corp. and Bur- 
roughs Corp. 

Unisys initially tried to challenge 
International Business Machines Corp.. 
in sales of mainframe machines, which 
perform heavy-duty tasks such a s  pro- 
cessing huge numbers of transactions.or 

. tracking - lnvenforiei. - 

But-Unisys then-CEO W. Michael Blu- 
menthal, a former Treasury secretary, 
failed to meld Sperry's and Barroughs' 
incompatible technologies, missed the 
boom in personal computers and ran up 
$2.3 billion in debt. 

James A. Unruh, who replaced Blu- 
menthalafter Unisys lost $639 million in 
1989, cut spending and staff and returned 
the company to profitability. But his 
understated management style didn't 
please large shareholders, who wanted 
growth. 

Enter Weinbach, 57, who had just quit 
as chief executive of consulting giant 
Andersen Worldwide. Under his direc- 
tion, that company's revenue more than 
quadrupled to $11 billion in 1997 alone. 

But after 36 years at  Andersen, Wein- 
bach wasn't looking forward to retiring 
at the firm's mandatory age of 62 and * 

wanted to launch a second career while 
he still could. With'its highly trained 
work force and small-but-loyal customer 
base, Unisys seemed ripe for a turn- 
around. 

Weinbach said one thing held it back: 
rock-bottom morale. 

"People didn't look you in the eye. 
They didn't smile," he said. "During the 
d~wnsizing, there was a belief that if you 
keep your head down you won't lose 
your job." 

So Weinbach went on the road, visit- 
ing 12,000 workers and delivering a mes- 
sage: "You're going to have to believe in 
the company. You're going to have to 
believe in yourself." 

Last Christmas, employees presented 
Weinbach with a red sweatshirt that 
said, "We Believe." He also got a half 
dozen three-legged stools. 

"What it said was, the message is get- 
ting through," Weinbach said. 

'I'he move into services, initiated by 
Unruh, picked up speed. 

"The service business is a people busi- 
ness," Weinbach said, and to keep work- 
ers happy, he reinstituted matching con- 
tributions for employees' 401(k) plan, 
gave them a discount on company stock 
and created new training programs. 



- 
Dayton Daily News 
Dayton, OH 
(S=230,000, D=180,000) 

b Funds from the Commerce Department-all ~9 

go for- road, sewer and other improvemerib 
3s 

By Angela Townsend 
. '-17 

DAMON DAILY NEWS 
. 9.iI.J 

Miamisburg's Mound site has received another boosf. [ P  its redevelopment with a $1 million federal grant from;{ e 
U.S. Commerce Department. -. 

Rep. Tony Hall and Miamisburg Mayor Dick ~hurc$& 
Saturday announced, the funding.wil1 pay'for road, se<k$, 
lighting and other irnprovements..Themoney is from.a+d- 
'era1 program created to help local communities hurt @ 
defense cutbacks. 

. :.:d- 

In 1991 the U.S., Departmknt of Energy ended the 
;:,y 

Mound's nuclear weapons work at a time when 2,200 
employed there. Hall recalled the community impact. :, 

"It looked like i3 disaiter,":he.said. "When you cl&e;(#- 
stallations), it's sometimes like a ghost town." .. - 
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Today the federal Energy Department and its contr$ r 
employ 860 people in an environmental cleanup and otb{r 

. activities. The conversion, overseen by the Miamisbu'gd 
Mound Community Improvement Corp., hadcreated 28" 

- private companies eriployingabout 270 people. That nu%- 
ber could go up to more than 2,000 employed by the ye'ar 
2010, Church said. 10 

The Mound is one of three forrrier nuclear installat$'& 
nationwide on an accelerated cleanup. Church said. ''4 
can't bring more businesses in until the cleanup is com! 
plete," he added. k4 

Earlier this month the ~ o u n d  removed the last of 

site. 
active tritium, a key element in hydrogen bombs, froi? 

The federal grant is expected to be matched-with otfi;? 
state, county and local funds. . !.id 

. :ri 

,CONTACT Angela Townsend at 225-2384 or e-mail herat - 1  .;E 
angela~townsend@coxohio.com LO 

U.S. Department of Energy 
Public Scoping Meeting 

The Department of Energy has announced 
tent to prepare an Environmental Impact 

Statement for the lkansfer bf  the Heat Source/Radioisotope 
Thermoelectric Generator Assembly and Test Operations from 
the Mound Site to an alternate location. 

DOE invites interested stakeholders to help identify the scope 
of issues and alternatives the environmental impact statement 
should address a t  a public meeting in Miamisburg on: 

Monday, November 2,1998 
6:30 - 7:00 p.m. -- Open House 

7:00 - 9:30 p.m. - Public Meeting 
'4 

Mound Site 
Main Lobby, DOE Building 

1 Mound Road, 0s-East  
Miamisburg, Ohio 

-1 : For more information regarding this meeting call 1-800-931-9006; 
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Mound wins. $1 million 
-- -- for baudar y.prIo je ct ,---- . . 

-A - -  

. . 

by STEVESANDLIN 
Managing Editor 

A niajor piece of the puzzle 
of the co~iimerci~llization of the 
Mound facility is now in place. 

Last week,  the U.S.  
Commerce  Depar tment  
approved a $1 million grant to 
help fund roadway and infra- 
structure improvements at the 
300  ac re  Mound , s i t e  in  
Miamisburg, literally paving the 
way to create thousands of  jobs 
there. Rep. Tony Hall (D-Ohio) 
announced the grant approval at 
a ,  special  press  conference  
Sa turday  .morning  a t  the 
Miamisburg Civic Center. - 

To win the competitive funds, 
Hall led a bipartisan effort in 
Congress  that included Rep.  

, D a v e  Hobson (R-Ohio)  and  

Senators John Glenn (D-Ohio) 
and Mike DeWine (R-Ohio). 

"Uti l i ty  upgratles ancl 
improved  road access to the 
businesses located at the site are 
necessary to develop it as a tech- 
nology and industrial park," said 
Hall,  w h o  wrote the original 
Federa l  leg is la t ion  in 1993  
beginning  the convers ion  
process. "This grant is critical to 
continue the conversion of  the 
former defense facility. to com- 
mercial use." 

"Once again, Tony Hall has 
been very helpful in helping our 
e f for t s  a t  the Mound," said 
Miamisburg Mayor Dick Church 
Jr. "Over the last seven years, he 
has been instrumental in the suc- 
ce s se s  w e  have had a t  the  
Mound. 

Mound ... 
(Continued from Page 1) 

storm sewers, sidewalks, a water 
main, sanitary sewer lines, park- 
ing lots and lighting. 

T h e  money will g o  to  t h e  ' 
M M C I C  and the ci ty of  
Miamisburg. The grant is.from a 
federal program aimed at help- , 

ing local communities hurt by 
defense cutbacks. 

.The federal grant is expected 
to be matched with $2.3 million 
from [he s ta te  ol' O h i o ,  
Montgonlcry County, the city ot' 
Miamisburg and the MMCIC. ' 

"Two-thirds of the resources 
ecessary  to  complete  the 

e a s t e r n  Boundary Project are  
now commit ted  with th i s  
announcement," said. Dr. Jim 
Van Tassel, vice chairman of the 
MMCIC. 

In 1991, about 2,200 people 
were employed at the Mound 
Plant when the Department of 
Energy  announced  i t  would  
close the facility, which manu- 
factured nuclear weapon parts. 
That represented a loss to [he 
region of 59 1.6 million in annual 
earnings and a loss to the city of 
Miamisburg of $1.63 million in 
annual income tax revenues. 

"The federal government has 
an obligation to help the com- 
munity recover from theierrible 
blow created by the closing of 
the plant," said Hall. "We can't 
just.walk away leaving an eye- 
sore in the middle of the city." 

Hall said that Miamisburg's 
effort to' redevelop the site for 
commercial use is "one of the 
greatest success stories of all" 

"Congressman Hall and the 
Ohio Congressional delegation's . - .  

support -for this 1-5use effort has 
been most i~npressive," he said. 
"The community is fortunate to 
have these individuals as stew- 
ards of our interests." 

T h e  Miamisburg Mound 
Communi ty  Improvement  
Corporation (MMCIC), which is 
spearheading the redevelopment, 
estimates the site could support 
2,0f3jobs by the year 2010. The 
immediate effect of the grant 
will be to.retain three businesses 
currently providing 145 jobs on 
the site and to expand that num- 
ber to 330. 

The money will be used for 
the construction of .new road- 
ways, roadway improvements, 

(Continued on Page 15) '. 

primarily because of the efforts 
of city officials. 

"It's bccrl a pleasure to work 
witti ,such forward- th inking ,  
visionary people," said Hall.  
"These are some of the best peo- 
ple I 've worked  with in my 
career." 

Church said that t h e ' ~ o u n d  
site now has about 270 people 
working at jobs in 28 businesses 
now located at the Mound. 

"And as the Department of 
Energy, cleans up and releases 
more buildings to u s ,  we'll be 
able to increase the jobs," he 
said. "We hope to have 3,000 
employees there in the long 
term. 

"We're pleased that the feder- 
al government  is s t icking by 
their commitment  to  he lp  us 
accomplish it," he said. 
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Msbg. . . . . . .  . .. -. . .  will 
,A.L '.,"" : . . . .  .:",> ... 

~ o u n d a r ~  Project at the Mound 
. . .  

.site. . - . . . .  . . 

:; The . ' . , ~ - i a m i s b u ~ ~  City 
.Council .!au!thoriied, the grant 
~a~~l ica t ion ' ' a t~ i t s  Oct. - 20 meet- 

... . . . .  ing. a . . .  . .::&+P-,.: : 

The $335;000 grant is anoth- 
er ,pi&; .of the financial pilzzle 

. for the $6.7' milliofl project. The 
city recently received a $1 mil- 
lion federal grant for the project. 
The ~ i a m i s b u r g  Mound 
Community Improvement 
Corporation will seek $1 mill ion 
from the state, will conrril~ilte 
$835,000 itself and the city will 
give $150,000. Those funds \vi!l 
be matched bj; the U.S. 

(Continued on Page 12) 

... Burg council 
(Continued froni;.Pa_ge 1)  

Department of Energy to bring 
the totai up to $6.7 million: . 

In other business, the city pre- 
sented an award to Assistant 
Parks and Recreation Director 
Brad Feik, recognizing his years 
of service. Feik is leaving his 
position with the city to take 
another positiori in upstate New a York. 

Parks Director Becky Benna 
said that Feik will be missed and 
listed his accomplishments 

including his work at handling 
the operations of the Sycamore 
Tra:ls Aquatic Center and devel- 
oping partnerships within the 
community such as his efforts in 
convincing the Miamisburg 
Assembly of God Church to let 
city programming go on at the 
church gym. ' 

" I  didn't realize how much 
I'ln going to miss the city and 
the people," said Feik. "This is a 
great department that is doing 
great work for the people of the 

- 4 

city. ;f: .,.q ; : 
"It has been a pleasur.e.:to 

work with you," he said. . . . .  

Council also: ...... 
Received the Exemplary 

Wellheid PI-otection Award 
given to the city by the Ohio 
Section of the American Water 
Works Association i n  recosni- 
tion of the city's wcllfield pro- 
~cctioil program. 

Met Babcock CQ Wilcox, 
Manager Sandy Baker at . the ., . . 

Mound facility. ..> . 
'. ,*;. 
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Mayor Dick Church of Miamisburg is fighting to keep the manufacture of radioisotope thermoelectric generators in the 
city even after the Department of Energy pulls its operations out of the former Mound plant. 

Mayor fight.s . . . .  RTG . move 
Feds consider 
relocating another 
Mound project 
By Julle Kemble Borths 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

In the midst of creating an indus- 
trial park of the future at the Mound 
Advance Technology Center in 
Miamisburg, the city is trying to hold 
onto an industry rooted in the past. 

The development.of radioisotope 
thermoelectric genertitorul is the last. 
of the U.S. Department of Energy's '' ' . 

industries at the site, which once was 
the government's key facility for 

designing nuclear-weapon compo- 
nents and power systems. The power- 
ful plutonium-238 devices are provid- 
ing electrical power aboard a space 
probe to Saturn and have been used 
on other spacecraft. 

On Oct. 2, the DOE announced it is 
considering relocating the RTG pro- 
gram from the 306-acre Mound by 
2003. The DOE is considering sites in 
Idaho, Nevada, Tennessee, Texas and 
Washington. 

Miamisburg Mayor Dick Church 
wants his city to fight to keep RTG at  
the Mound, just as it has fought for 
the transfer of the site to the city in 
the last decade. 

Today, he and U.S. Rep. Tony Hall, 
D-Dayton, will tour the RTG opera- 
tion. Church said City Council is 
working through the U.S. Congress to 

"save the RTG.program. 
"Dayton is known as the home of 

flight," Church said. "I know the 
DOE will disap'pear from this com- 
munity, but we feel the program 
could be privatized." 

The federal government has been 
privatizing some of its operations 
and Church said this project would 
be a good candidate. He also sug- 
gested that employees of the program 
could take it over. 

"It's an uphill fight. I know." 
Church said. "But the city would 
maintain that it's one option they 
(the DOE) should study. We owe it to 
the employees. We owe it to the city 
rather than throwing up our hands 
and saying, 'Oh, lost another one.' " 

SEE MOUND/B 



- MOUND: Feds consider relocating another 
project 

CONTINUED FROM 1 

Church is part of the DOE 
- - - -Environmental Management - --- 

Advisory Board and the former 
chairman of the Energy Commu- 
nities Alliance, founded in 1992 
by 18 cities a81ected by DOE sites. 

The RTG program involves 
about 40 highly skilled employ- 
ees, including scientists and engi- 
neers, who use plutonium-238, an 
extremely toxic radioactive mate- 
rial. After the substance arrives 
in capsules, the devices are c r e  
ated to convert plutonium's heat 
to electricity, powering things 
like the space probe. That heat 
also keeps equipment from freez- 
ing in space. 
, The project is contained to a 
few buildings at the Mound, "its 
own little island," according to 

Ike Grauwelman, president of 
Miamisburg Motlnd Commu- 

a'5ty Improvement Corp. 
The nonprofit organization is I 

marketing the 110 buildings at 
,the site as they meet federal and 
state guidelines. The campus. 
now known as the Mound 
Advanced Technology Center, 
includes several businesses 
employing 270 people. The 
MMCIC is aiming for 2.000 
employees in 80 businesses at the 
site by 2010. 

The DOE and Babcock & Wil- 
aox, its contractor since 1997, 
have about 700 employees to com- 
plete the environmental cleanup 
_, The DOE and Babcock & Wil- 
oox, its contractor since 1997, 
gave about 700 employees to com- 
'lete the environmental cleanup 

Fy 2003. 
As an industrial park, the facil- 

ity has assembled $3.35 million in 
grants to complete an infrastruc- 
,&re project on the boundary of 
@g site. The most recent $350,000 
from the Montgomery County 
Economic 
bevelopment/~overnment 
equity program was accepted 
Qpt. 20 by the Miamisburg City 
Fpuncil. 
I !The RTG program has a certain 
:'prestige," Grauwelman said, 
with which to attract high-tech 
industries to the Mound. 

!: :'It could be a magnet to other 
~usinesses,'*Grauwelman said. 
;'And since we are marketing 
from a technology perspective, 
people understand (the RTG pro- 
cess)." 
:'. That means Grauwelman's tar- 
kcii audience knows the pluto- 

of an industrial accident 
x ;:. 
4Vhen  the Saturn probe was 
&&ched in 1997, protesters 
f&ght the use of nuclear.mate- 
:'% in space.because of possible 
sks. The DOE also cites risk as 
. ' ey reason for possibly moving & 

.program, and in the Oct. 2 , 

&era1 Register, the department 
said a secure facility would be 
difficult to maintain in a public 
industrial park. 

"Staying at Mound would 
require DOE to maintain a small 
facility handling nuclear materi- 
als in close proximity to the pub-. 
lic," officials were quoted in the 
Register. 

The DOE also expressed con- 
cern about a lack of aDOE 
resources at the site once the 
environmerithl isbanup is con- 
cluded. 

~ e m a i n h g  at Mound "would 
require the DOE to maintain a 
presence at the site and the 
planned closure of the Mound 
Site in Fepruary 2003 would not 
take place." 

While Church said, "Sure, plu- 
tonium scares a lot of people," he 
is confident about the safety of 
the program. 

Miamisburg City Manager 
John Weithofer said because of 
perceptions about nuclear mate- 
rial, the city "is prepared to pro- 
vide information" about how the 
process works, 

Weithofer, chairman of both 
the Mound Reuse Committee and 
the board for theMMCIC, said 
the DOE "needs to do an honest 
evaluation1!- as it decides what to 
do with the program. 

"They would have to spend 
money to move it, assuming that 
there would be ongoing mis- 

I 

sions," he said. "And a part of its j 
costs would have to be the cost of : 
decontamination." 

Earl Wahlquist is the associate 
director for the space science 
power systems for the DOE. He 
said preparing the site for clo- 
sure would be a factor in the 
department's decision but the 
cost would not be insurmount- 
able. 

"There has not been significant 
contamination there," and priva- 
tizing would be complicated by 
federal laws, which allows only 
the DOE to own nuclear materi- 
als, he said. 

Wahlquist also said communi- 
ties generally support programs 
such as RTG because it "does not 
involve loose material and car- 
ries the excitement of space (ex- 
ploration) - a sense of involve- 
ment." 

The RTG program is "safe and 
important to the nation," Grau- 
welman added. "There is a com- 
fort level. . . that all comes down 
to education." 
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U.S. Depaxtment of ~ n e r g ~  
Public $coping Meeting 

The Department of Energy has 
announced its intent to prepare an 

Environmental Impact Statement for the 
Transfer of the Heat Source/Radioisotope Thermoelectric 
Generator Assembly and Test Operations from the Mound 
site to an alternate location. 

DOE invites interested stakeholders to help identify the 
stope of issues and alternatives the environmental impact 
statement should address at a public meeting in Miamisburg 
on: 

Monday, November 2,1998 
6:30-7:00 p.m. -- Open House 

7:OO-9:30 p.m. -- Public Meeting 

Mound Site 
Main Lobby, DOE Building 

1 Mound Road, 0s-East 
Miamisburg, Ohio 

For rnore information regarding this meeting, call I-800-931-9006. 
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U.S. Depactment:of ~ n e r g ~  . .  

. Public $coping ~ e e t i n g  

The Department of ~ n e r g ~  has 
announced its intent to prepare an . . 

~nvironmental Impact Statement for the. 
Transfer of the Heat Source/Radi6i?otope Thermoelectric 
Generator Assembly and Test Operations from the ~ o u n d  

.site to an alternate location. ' ' 
. . 

. . . . .  

DOE invites interested stakeholders'tb help identify the 
scope of issues and alternatives the'envi&rimental impact .. 

statement should address at a public m;eting.ili Miamisburg . 
. 

on: . . . . . .  . . . .  ~ 

Monday, ~ o v e k b e r  2,:1998 . . .  

6:30-7:00 p.m. --' 0;en.~dtiie . . .  . ,  
7:OO-9:30 p.h. -- ~ulj l ic  Meeting 

. . Mound Site ' '- . . ' 

Main Lobby, DOE ~ h l d i n g  
1 Mound Road, 0s-East 

~ iamisburg ,  Ohio ' . - 

. , . . 

For more information regarding this meeting, &I1 1-800-931-9006. 

- 
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By ~ul ie  Kemble ~orths- 
DAMON DAILY NEWS. 

. . .  . . i .  

~ eave  'the job at the M W ~ .  
-That .was thf5message.about 40 par- 

ticip.a@,delivered t6fe&ralofficials 
Monday nigvt at a meeting a t  the,.: 
-Mianisburg operation:< .I!;:: r; -> ; 
: : :" D'&l,j;gi-thefit of ~~~f&;&&,l~j,e'cs 
&gS i.d-w6u s.a . . . . . . .  seniijr:d&,eliiijment s 

:. . . P 

. . . . . .  -- 

engineer, want to maintain the last of 
the federal government's projects at 
theplant. . ' 

"Because we can do the job,'' Wells . 
. . 

said. 
"The job" is making radioisotope 

thermoelectric genebtors that use 
plutonium-238 t o  provide electric4 
power aboard spacer pi--ks: Thepro- 

: .gram involves abdu: pO:highly:+illed ..,., .,, : ....... -.. 

- .  ~- 

. . 

j ' .employees, including scientists and 
enginekrs. . .  

. . The Department of Energy 
announced on Oct. 2 that it is think- 
ing of relocating the RTG program 

. frdm the 306-acre Moundby 2003 - 
th$ , :~ .c~  irif j&teric!~%c? complete . .. . 

: cleaniip:operations.dnd . . .  leave the . , 
. . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . .  :pIa;iit...'.: ,: .: . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ::...:r, 
: : The.DOE:is considering.Idaho, .: :;-i 

~ e v a d a ,  Tennessee, Texas andk~klii!!:' 
ington sites. .Monday's meeting was::i 
for,the D,OEto collect data for.itsi .;.;:..a 

erivwdnriiental inipact stateme&;, ,;. . 
DOE ljlgiisto decide by Novembec, ::;; . . . .  1999. . . .  . . A  .- .. ..L. 

;W.flim D. MagwoodIV, direcfbf or 
the'DOE Office of Nuclear Energy&-:; 
Scieride arid Technology, said hi?,. c; 
.office is committed to considering the 

, ,Mound-for the future of the proj$$f.&, . .*... . . .  
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Mound employees: 
Don't move wdrk 
The Assodated Press - - - - - - 

MIAMISBURG - Employees at 
the former Mound nuclear 
weapons plant have urged the 
federal government not to move a 
space-related program away from 
the site. 

The U.S. Department of Energy 
held a public meetlng Monday 
night to gauge reaction to a pro- 
posal to transfer the production of 
radioistope thermoelectric gener- 
ators to another DOE plant. - 

The generators use plutonium- 
238 to provide heat and electric 
power for probes on missions to 
deep space. 

Sid Wells, a senior development 
engineer a t  Mound, said the work 
should stay where it is "because 
we can do the job." 

The Energy Department an- 
nounced Oct. 2 it is thinking of 
moving the program away from 
Mound by 2003, the year it in- 
tends to complete cleanup opera- 
tions and leave the site. The 
agency is considering relocating 
the work to DOE sites in either 
Idaho, Nevada. Tennessee, Texas 
and or Washington state. 
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"This is the only place in the country 'Em~lo~-'net with federal 
' where we do this,'. said Dan Kramer, an 

offiejals last week regarding the ' -employee from Centenme. "The country 

~ u i e  of the RTG program. would be at risk. -. . ofnot going anyplaG 
past Mars" if there was an interru~tion to ... . . . . 

By Julie Kemble Borths 
D A M 9  DAILY NEWS , . 

8 .i:, 

w e n  Sid Wells watches the famous 
video,clip of Neil Armstrong landing on 
Lhe moon and sees him place the generator 
i)n the lunar surface, he is proud all over 
again. 

"1'bhM that," Wells said of the power 
s o ~ c _ e  bnce used to send data to Earth. 

L+ke his fellow 'ivorkers at the Mound 
facility in ~ i h i s b i x g ,  Wells takes a lot of 
pridein his work: : : 

At a meeting with federal officials last 
several employees talked about the 
d's safety record, citing the lack of 
environmental problems and the 

success of the powerunits - several gen- 
erations past the -1969 version - they 
build. 

With so much good news, about 40 
Mound workers and Miamisburg resi- 
dentgiwondered why the federal govern- 
mept,would move the RTG program to - 
another site. ' ts6 Department of Energy, which has 
:;pent1the past decade reorganizing pro- 
grams nationally as well as conducting its 
::nviroiimentalcleanup at Mound, is 
reviewing the last of its operating projects 
at the 306-acre facility. 

B y  next November, the DOE plans to 
end where the future RTG-pro- 

.,&f5,sitk wi(j b t h g r - ~ O ~  
operations or alongside the industrial ' 
park being developed as Mound is trans- 
formed from the military weapons instal- 
lation it once was to a complex of private 
businesses. 

The 15-year-old RTG program brings a 
sense of importance to the Mound, 
employees said. * 

The radioisotope thermoelectric gener- .' 
ators, or RTGs, made there use a kind of 
(~Lutoniun~ to power space probes, which 

reach Pluto. NASA is 
ing on the devices for missions 

the Mound program. 
"Your greatest asset is the people," said 

Miamisburg resident Dennis McNeil. "If 
you leave here, you reduce your resources 
- the knowledge and expertise of employ- 
ees who used to work here." 

Before making its decision, the DOE 
will have similar discussions in Idaho, 
Nevada, Tennessee, Texas and Washing- 
ton. In addition, it will consider the cost of 
operating at each site, the socioeconomic 
and environmental impact of their deci- 
sion, and other factors. 

The voice of the Mound employees is 
'why DOE Director William D. Magwood 
came to Miamisburg. He said he does not 
plan to attend the sessions at other sites 
being considered. 

"We are interested in the long-term via- 
bility of the program, yhat's the best 
,thing," Magwood saia. 

He said the DOE is committed to consid- 
ering leaving the project at Mound, 
including an option to privatize the opera- 
tion - a suggestion endorsed by the city. 

By privatizing, Mayor Dick Church said 
the DOE will not need to maintain a pres- 
ence at the site past its 2003 closure date. 
Instead, a firm would act as a contractor 
and continue the RTG program at Mound. 

Magwood said privatization already 
works with isotope production for medical 
applications and for other nuclear 
projects. 

"But it's not safety, it's security," that 
worries the DOE, he said. Although the 
plutonium is not weapon grade "we don't 
want someone walking off with it." 

One participant suggested the esiimated 
$36 million in moving costs could be 
invested at the Mound site if there are 
concerns about the future of the project. 

Church said the DOE should "examine 
closely" why it is concerned now about 
security within an industrial park - the 
Mound Advanced Technology Center - 
when the park has existed for seven years. 
The park consists of several private busi- 
nesses, which employ 270 people. Projec- 
tions call for 2,000 employees and 80 busi- 
nesses in the site's 110 buildings by 2010. 

"We support the RTG operation at 
Mound. We support the outstanding 
employees that have made this program 
such a success," Church said. "We 
strongly encourage the department to 

, leave the RTG program intact, right here 
at Mound where it belongs." 

Church said the city wanted to support 
the RTG employees: 

Timothy A.: E'razier, DOE nuclear 
energy prograin manager for the Ohio 
Field Office, said "same number" of 
employees would be offered a transfer ar.d 

:the Mound program would continue until 
the new program is operating. 

"No one thinks this will be an easy pro- 
cess," Frazier said, noting that the pro- 
gram "won't necessarily move." 

The Nov. 2 meeting was part of the pro- 
cess the federal government is required to 
use when considering relocating a project 
The DOE will complete an environmental 
impact statement considering input from 
each community under consideration. 

At the meeting, Frazier said the DOE is 
considering the move now because of pos- 
sible problems in operating a secure facil- 
ity within the industrial park being devel- 
oped at Mound; the lack of DOE resources 
once the federal government has closed 
the rest of the site; and possible difficulties 
in maintaining "a small facility handling 
nuclear materials in close proximity to the 
public." 

Above all, E'razier said, the process will 
end several years of second-guessing the 
future of the RTG program. Questions 
have centered on the economic feasibility 
of leaving a DOE operation at Mound 
when there is no longer any other reason 
for DOE to be at the facility. 

Frazier said the proposal to keep the 
project at the Mound was competitive. 

"This will be an  end, once and for all, to 
(the question) does it stay or does ii go," he 
said. 
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A Newspaper Invents a Nuclear Heal 
By MICHAEL RIxm 

The scare began with a front-page arti- 
cle in the Nashville Tennessean early last 
year about 'mysterious illnesses' near the 
weapons-grade uranium processing facil- 
ity at the Oak Ridge Reservation in west- 
ern Ten~ess~,I t  has since become inter- - 

national news. will soon be a TV movie di- 
rected by Cher. and now includes every 
major Department of Energy nuclear site. 
At the l e s t  the scare wiU probably cost 
millions of dollars in wasted scientific 
studies. It could set oU witch hunts as dev- 
astating as those that clobbered the nu- 
clear power and siucone breast implant in- 
dustries. with billions of dollars in lawsuits 
and millions of traumatized people. It 
could even threaten America's nuclear d e  
terrent 

The Rrst article. 'Toxic Burn: Fear and 

than 70 different ailments. ranging from The lack of satisfactory diagnoses is 
diainess to diabetes. muscle pain to mem- typical as well. Several studies have shown 
ory loss. hives to heart-disease. slurred that doctors can make no firm diagnosis in 
speech toseizures. blackouts to blisters. la- about half of their patients. while a recent 
bored breathing to liver ailments. The af- Swiss Study found that 'a clearcut diagno- 
flictions include both weight loss and sis is possible In only about 10 percent of all 
weight gain, both low and high blood pres-- -cases.' With a bit of efforkit should be pos- - 
sure. The only pattern was an absolute sible to find 410 unsatisfactorily diagnosed 
lack of consistency in symptoms. people in a tall Manhattan apartment 

Nor was there any pattern in the levels building. 
of exposure to whatever was supposedly What's more. some of these 'mysteri- 
causing these ailments. Some of the 110 ously Ul" people have been given specific 
worked at the plants. while others lived diagnoses. And how can diseases that af- 
many mUes away. tlict tens of millions of Americans. such as 
. Instead of science. readers get heart- heart disease and hypertension. be labeled 
wrenching quotes: 'We are the walking 'mysterious'? 
dead. Everything hurts. It's like a bomb What about that evidence of 'dis- 

The claim of 'disturbin,oly high' illnesses around Oak 
Pire in Oak Ridge- ran in lgg7- Ridge appeared ;?z an a&l& t by the .repo7ters but by the It claimed the facility's beinerator had 
caused area residents to fall ill. A panel a p  T m s s e a n ' s  editor, Frank SutherIrmd 
pointed by the governor refuted the asser 
tion. the Tennessean has since pub- 
lished more than 100 articles on the sub- . 
jecf blaming anything and everything. Its 
suspect list includes at least seven radioac- 
tive materials, three different solvents. 
four different metals. and even common 
Hquids like gasoline. propane and 
kerosene. 
'Une.qlained Disorders' 

The newspaper also expanded its inves- 
tigation to all the nation's Energy Depart- 
ment weapons plants. This Sept. 29. it pub 
lished an astounding 20-article blitz in 
which it claimed not only that "preUmi- 
nary scientific research' shows 'the rate 
of illness" amund Oak Ridge to be 'dis- 
twbiingly hi?." but that 'Tennessean re- 
porters internewed people at 12 other [ d e  
fenserelatedl nuclear sites in this country 
and have found similar patterns of unex- 
plained illnesses." It boasted. 'Reporters 
Susan Thomas and Laura Frank inter 
viewed. . .4lO individuals in ll states. doc- 
umenting the same pattern of unexplained 
respiratory. neurological and immune sys- 
.tern disorders." 

The story was picked up by numerous 
other newspapers and wire services. with 
titles like 'Mysterious Illnesses Plague 
Those Near Nation's Nuclear Plants" and 
'IUs Haunt Nuke Neighbors." Several Ten- 
nessee congressmen have called for inves- 
tigations, including Republican Sen. Bill 
Rist. a physician. 

Yet a close reading of the Sept 29 sto- 
ries shows how Ulin the claim was. The 
'similar pattern" of illness the Te~eS.Sean 
repeatedly refers to actually includes more 

has gone off in my body." sdd one alleged 
vlcUm. Said another, 'I see my girls suf- 
fering, but the doctors can't tell me why. I 
can't explain how horrible it is not to be 
able to help them. And when I think the 

Oak Ridge incinerator: 
Is it badfotyourhtnlfh? , 

cause mlght be envlronmental, just b e  
cause we live here next to the plant. that's 
reany. really scary.' 

In fact. the answer to thls "mystery" is 
simple. Any group of people will have a cer- 
tain amount of sickness. By the Ten- 
nessean's own reckoning. six of the 13 sites 
whose nearby populations it investigated 
have among them more than four million 
people Bving within 54 miles-apparently 
the paper's definition of Living 'near" a fa- 
cility. No f i m  are given for the other 
seven sites. But just considering the four 
milllon. that's only one illness per 10.000 
people. 

turbingly high" rates of illness near the 
Oak Ridge Reservation? State Health D e  
w e n t  statistics actually show that the 
city of Oak Ridge and the two counties in 
which it lies. Roane and Andemn, are the 
picture of health. Compared to the state's 
other 93 counties and adjusting for age. 
they are above average in terms of infant 
deaths, cancer deaths. deaths from lung 
disease and deaths overall. For this last 
category, Anderson County ranks right 
near the top. They are also better than av- 
erage compared with the nation as a 
whole. 

The only alleged 'abnormality" the 
Tennessean has quantified is that the Cen- 
ten for Disease Control and Prevention 
'found that asthma is afflicting almost 
twice as many Scarboro children as the na- 
tional average." Scarboro is an enclave of 
Oak Ridge. The paper doesn't mention a 
1996 CDC report documenting that black 
children 5 to 11 are 'four times more likely 
than whites to die from asthma." Scarboro 
ls almost exclusively black so a rate twice 
the national average may be abnormally 
low. 

I interviewed'both Susan Thomas and 
Laura Frank of the Te~eSSean. Both 
struck me as intelligent. sincere and just 
plain nice. Both admitted a complete lack 
of medical reporring background. 'Laura 
and I are simply journalists." Ms. Thomas 
said. 'We don't pretend to have any special 
qualifications other than repoflng what 
people tell us. We don't draw concluslons." 

And in fact the claim of 'disturbingly 
high' illnesses around Oak Ridge a p  

.th Scare 
peared in an article not by them but by the 
newspaper's editor. Frank Suthedand. In- 
deed. Ms. Frank took issue with some of 
the strong concluslons others are drawing 
from their work. Ms. Frank said their re- 
porting 'is being treated as if it's some 
-kind of m e y .  but it's not-We just talked 
to a lot of people.' 

Ms. Frank said it was disturbing that 
Sen. Frist. in a letter to Health and Human 
Services Secretary D O M ~  Shalala. re- 
ferred to the Tennessean's 410 cases as 
'data.' 'It's defmitely not data. It's not 
enough to base policy decisions on.' Ms. 
Frank said. 

It is, however. enough to terriry people. 
Dimitrios Trichopoulos. an epidemiologist 
at theHarrrard Schoolof Public Health. del- 
icately labels the newspaper's fabricated 
epidemic and the ensuing pack journalism 
as 'disturbing.' More poignantly. he says 
it reminds him of how he and other re- 
searchers d m e n t e d  that 7.000 of Ns fel- 
low Greeks aborted their babies shortly al- 
ter.the Chernobyl accident because yeUow 
journalism bad terrified them. into think- 
ing radiation all the way from Russia 
would cnuse severe b i i  defects. j'. 
Trlal Lawyers Smell Blood 

But there's more potential fallout t h h  
fear. For one. the costs could be tremen- 
dous. The government estimates its poten- 
tial legal liability at 52.1 billion in the most 
significant cases at four of its sites. That 
doesn't count the lesser cases. the other 
nine sites. and mostly it dwsn't count the 
flood of lawsuits that are going to empt 
from all the new media attention spurred 
by Cher's forthcoming movie. Those 410 
cases will quickly become 4.100, then per- 
haps 41,000, as trial lawyers smell bl&. 

Worse yet Is the threat to national d e  
fense. Some of the plants in question are no 
longer open, but others. including Oak 
Ridge. still produce vital nuclear materials 
for America's strategic defense. Padlock- 
ing these. too. Is the agenda of antinuclear 
sctivist groups, even as they hide behind 
health-groups mth names like the Oak 
Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance.. 

On the basis of the T e ~ e ~ ~ e a n ' ~  find- 
ings, we shouldn't slash our nuclear deter- 
rent. launch costly investigations around 
U different areas. frighten millions of p m  
ple, and further line the pockets of trial 
lawyers. Applying a bit of science ind a bit 
of sanity seems a much better solution. 

Mr. Fwnento. a science jownalist. is au- 
thor~/ The Fat of the Land: Our Health Cri- 
sis and How O r m ~ @ h t  drnericans Can 
Help llemselves' (Penguin. 1598). 
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BWO STATEMENT ON THE PRICE ANDERSON ENFORCEMENT ACTION 

BWO takes its responsibility for complying with nuclear safety rules very 

seriously and does not dispute the facts identified in DOE'S Preliminary 

Notice of  Violation. In fact, it was our own self assessment process that 

originally identified the problems with the bioassay program and the WD 

ventilation change. Although our work control process was unsuccessful in 

preventing these events from occurring originally, we have taken aggressive 

corrective actions to ensure similar problems do not occur in the 'future. 

BWO is committed to complying with DOE'S nuclear safety rules and 

adequately protecting our employees, the public and the environment from 

the hazards associated with work at the Mound site. 

BWO also appreciates the fact that DOE has recognized our commitment and 

strong actions we have taken to correct the problems and prevent 

reoccurrence. 
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Jane Greenwalt, DOEIMound, 9371865-31 16 
Walter Perry, DOElOak Ridge, 4231576-0885 

Energy Dept. to Levy Penalties for Nuclear Safety Violations 

Contractors at Mound and Oak Ridge National Laboratory 
Taking Corrective Actions 

The Department of Energy will cite the operating contractors for two  of its sites - Babcock & Wilcox at the 
Mound site in Ohio and Lockheed Martin Energy Research Corporation at the department's Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory in Tennessee - for violations of nuclear safety rules. The proposed notices of violations 
wil l  be accompanied by civil penalties of $165,000 and $1 23,750, respectively. Both penalties were 
partially mitigated t o  reflect corrective actions already taken by the contractors. 

The proposed penalty at Mound covers two sets of violations -- continuing problems in the bioassay 
program that monitors workers' potential internal radiation exposures, and a February 1998 event when 
workers were unknowingly exposed t o  radiological conditions that exceeded their level of protection. Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory was cited for ongoing and repetitive failures to  operate the High Flux Isotope 
Reactor within established safety margins. 

"Workers have a fundamental right t o  an accurate and timely assessment of potential radiation exposures, 
and it is troubling that we continue to  see problems in bioassay programs across the DOE complex," said 
Peter N. Brush, the department's Acting Assistant Secretary for Environment, Safety and Health. "We will 
be examining more aggressively these programs and will assess severe penalties where problems remain. 
Management at  all DOE nuclear sites should take advantage of the next few months to take a careful look 
at the effectiveness of their bioassay programs for workers and make corrections as necessary." 

Babcock & Wilcox of Ohio Inc., Mound Site 

In  January 1998, the Mound site identified that some 1400 bioassay results had been miscalculated. 
Recalculations indicated that in 205 of the samples, results originally reported as negative actually 
indicated a positive dose. These incorrect calculations resulted from use of new counting equipment and 
associated software and the failure to  verify the new system with software previously being used. Last 
October, DOE assessed a civil penalty of $1 12,500 on the previous contractor at  Mound for other 
calculation problems with the bioassay program. 

In addition to  the calculation errors, Mound personnel also identified a backlog of more than 400  bioassay 
samples for americium-241, some of which dated back to July 1997, that had not been analyzed. Mound 
also identified delays in the return of 1 1  2 samples tested by offsite vendors and other problems resulting in 
delays in assessing worker dose. 

Babcock & Wilcox was also cited for violations associated with a February 1998 event when workers 
were changing filters in an exhaust ventilation system. The contractor failed t o  include in its work planning 
process a review (termed an "As Low As Reasonably Achievable or ALARA") to  determine if potential 
worker exposure to radiation was minimized and also failed to warn workers when increased radioactivity 
levels required work to  stop and workers to leave the area. The contractor did not assess airborne 
radioactivity levels until after the work was done, and failed to notify one worker that his radiological work 
needed to  be restricted until six days after the restriction period began. 

The total civil penalty was partially mitigated in recognition of strong actions taken at the Mound site to  
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correct problems in their bioassay program and prevent their recurrence. A newly-appointed Dosimetry 
Supervisor identified and voluntarily reported many of the problems. A management restructuring now has 
all dosimetry personnel reporting to a single manager who is directly accountable to  top management. The 
department recognized that these changes have led to measurable and substantial improvement in the 
program. 

Lockheed Martin Energy Research Corporation, Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

The penalty at Oak Ridge National Laboratory High Flux Isotope Reactor stems from the contractor's 
- -- - ongoing and repetitivefailures to adhere to its-established procedures-that-ensure that the reactor-operates -- A- - -A 

within appropriate safety margins. These ongoing violations were evidenced by a number of events 
between May 1997 and January 1998 -- leading to an unnecessary shutdown of the reactor for an 
extended period of time -- including: 

Operator inattention led to the overflow of a cadmium nitrate tank that serves as an emergency - -  - 
- . reactor shutdown system. 

The temperature of the primary cooling system was not maintained correctly during tests while the 
reactor was shutdown, triggering the emergency depressurization system to protect the reactor 
from thermal shock. 

Four unacceptably degraded reactor emergency cooling pump motors were relied upon for a length 
of time that extended over many reactor operating cycles. 

"While each incident in itself did not pose an immediate safety concern, the repeated nature of these 
events and the fact that they span multiple locations and several organizational units indicate that the 
reactor was being operated in a manner that was clearly not up to our expectations," said James C. Hall, 
DOE Oak Ridge Operations Manager. "Oak Ridge Operations has been actively involved in the detail of each 
incident and has been aggressively pursuing corrective actions, including changes in reactor management. 
This penalty underscores the importance we attach to safe reactor operations." 

The proposed civil penalty includes a 25 percent mitigation for corrective actions already taken, including 
recognition of the contractor's broad investigation to fully assess the problem at the reactor and its 
site-wide implications. Other corrective actions include senior management changes and technical staff 
enhancements, substantial improvement in work planning processes and a strengthened lessons-learned 
process. 

The enforcement actions announced today are Preliminary Notices of Violation. Each contractor is required 
to respond to  the notice and document, in addition to the corrective actions already noted, any additional 
actions taken or planned to prevent recurrence. The notices will become final in 3 0  days unless the 
contractors provide sufficient justification and information to rebut the findings of the enforcement action. 

The Price-Anderson Amendments Act of 1988 directed the Department of Energy to develop and enforce 
nuclear safety rules wi th  its contractors. Since the program began in January 1996, the department has 
issued 31  Notices of Violation and civil penalties totaling more than $1.5 million, including civil penalties 
waived due to  statutory exemption. Copies of the Preliminary Notices of Violation and additional 
information are available via the Internet at: http:l/tis.eh.doe.govlenforcel . 

- DOE - 

We'd like your comments or suggestions about the U.S. DOE Home Page I Disclaimer I Comments to Webmaster I 
Updated: 1 1/18/98 - 
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MOUND * -m MO-UND PLANT ..- 
Notice of Public ~ e v i e w  Period 

Environmental &?/- d - 
Restoration . Program 

The "Work Plan for Environmental -~estorit ion of the DOE Mound Site, The 
'i Mound 2000 Approach" is available. for public- review in the CERCLA Public 

Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, Ohio. Public comment on this 
document will be accepted from November 18, 1998 through December 18, 1998. 
This Work Plan documents the process that the Core Team has been following 
with stakeholder support for making decisions about the environmental restoration 
of the Mound site. I t  includes, or incorporates by reference. the tools and criteria 
for these decisions. 

Work Plan for Environmental Restoration of the 
DOE Mound Site, The Mound 2000 Approach 

Questions can be referred to Paul LucaS at (937) 865-4578. 
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Couple glad to be back in U.S. 
hfter 5 years abroad, Sandy 
ker was transferred to this area 

to:-.'manage the closure of 
Miamisburg's Mound facility. 
- : - - ._ - - - -  - -  - 

By lulie Kemble Borths 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

After about five years living in the shadow 
- of the Great Pyramids, Sandy Baker walks 

through a grocery store a s  if she's entered 
I ~ne'of the wonders of the world. 

''I can wander the grocery store just for 
r~ntertainment purposes." she said. "I just 
.;1!1'1. get over ii." 

It's not just that she can now find good cof- 
fee, edible lettuce and plenty of cat food for 
Brutie. It's the sheer abundance of it all. 

"As Americans, we are  all very spoiled," 
she said. "When you live someplace like 
Egypt, you see how simply people can live 
and  6e very happy ." 

Mrs. Baker and her husband, also named 
Sandy, moved to E m t  with his employek -- - - - 

~ a b t o c k  & Wilcox. 
The firm, which is managing the Miamis- 

I~urg.Mound facility closure, moved the cou- 
'recently to the Miami Valley so Mr. Baker a Id manage the project here. 

For Mrs. Baker, the Egyptian adventure 
was her first time overseas. Her husband had 
traveled to other countries, but had never 
l ivegjn the northern African nation. 

Goj*ng to Egypt and leaving their college- 
:1ge$$aughter behind was n learning experi- 
r!nczt:they both agreed. ..& 

'%sounded really intriguing," Mrs. Baker 
;ai#.ywhen they were packing up to leave a 
i'iv&?,i"j;ar stint in Indianapolis. "I had fought 
i h2fGove (from the Bakers' hometown of 
I .ynchburg, Va.) and ended up loving it. So it 
ivas less dramatic this time." 

In Egypt they settled into a life where the 
Iwal lettuce had bugs in it, there were rio 
i :-affic rules and security was a concern. 

But'then there was the excitement of dis- 
*.-oyerlng how to live in a foreign culture, the 
\val.ln;th of new-found friends and the aclven- 
i ;.Ire of travelling throughout Africa, Asia. 
1,::trope and the Middle East. 

There was also the challenge of working in 
;~rternerging nlarket nation; Mr. Baker said. 

!'I found it to be very difficult," he said. 
f4;verything was government controlled and 

:ou had to, well, pay your way through every- 
. They want to entice foreign invest- ' 

, but they don't know how to do that 
I et." .a 

After their own attempt at trying to fig:tre 
jilt how things were done, Baker said he now 

j~;ts a better understanding of how immi- 
:.:rants feel when coming to the United States. 

One of the things Sandy Balter. left, and her husband, also named Sandy, did during their 5 
vear stay in Egypt ivas ro take a camel ride. 

"When I see them now, I have a great deal 
of respect for theln," he said. - 

The Bakers said they learned that settling 
into another culture did not mean making 
Egypt into America. 

"If you want it to be like home, you stav at 
home," Mrs. Baker said. 

For her, being a part of Egypt nlcant volun- 
teering at a Catholic clinic that cared for new 
mothers and their ha1)ies. It also inonnt adopt- 
ing about 15 strecl cats at a time. 

Unlike her belovlxl Hrutie - for whom she 
imported cat food most cats it1 Egypt :ire on 
the street. Revered because of their tics t[? tile 
ancient religion, they are not housed as j)c?ts. 
Outside their building, the cats learned to 
count on the Americans for a daily meal. 

"I just got out and did things," she said. 
"You just have to be interested in getting out 
and doing things for yourself." 

In Cairo, Mrs. Baker did not need to wear a 
veil or live by other Islamic customs, 
although she said it was important to dress 
conservatively. 

"You don't want. to be ofiensive." she said. 
"After all, you ;ire a j i~~cs t  in their country." 

For the Bakcrs, traveling had never 1)c:cn a 
passion until they livcd in  I.:gypt. 

Now back in their Springboro home. there 
are Indian carpets i l l  ttic- hall: Chil?esY f'igu- 
rines in the fanlily rcjoni anti miniature pj(1.a- 
n!ids in the bath~-o,;~n. 13111 it L V ; I S I I ' ~  1'11;': tari,ci- 
I~le things I-he:i cr~llc:c~uc! from their tt.n;;els 
tllat wrre 1.h~: m ~ s t  j)~.iz!xi. Mrs. H i l k ~ ~ .  wi(i. 

"I csn't even i:::p~.t-,.;s i i ; ~ ~  i f  chailgctl me:' '  
S ~ L '  said. "At  e\:cAry I i 1 1 1 r :  tL11.n. thorc \V:IS ;in 

opl)orl'unity to ieal:~~ soli~ettling, tcj Ilic<:i 
sonleunt!: The in~pc~.!;:t;t t!lirlgs we I)r.[)\~glti 
bz~ck u~ith 11s \vcri? 110f th i~ics  at :dl. l ) i~!  CI.;PI-,. . , 
si!:gle piece of what ivc! :~!)sorbc!cl." 
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. . b Babcock ,&. Wilcox :.. 
acknowledges flaws. in 
monitoring of workers' -- - iadiation expo.$ure. ; ::: ' -1 ..*- YP, 

-v& 
!. L.L. ,a,:- 

. .  ... J 

B y  Dale Dempsey ,.,K 
. :: .c ' . 

DAi'lON DAILY NEWS ..,iff!!>, 
. .  , . ;:.!$y.?q 

The Dephrtment of Energy hi$&$' 
ied a $165,000 fine against ~ a b c q c h ~ !  
Wilcox, the company contracted.tm5 
clean up the Mound facilities i*:.?;:~. 
Miamisburg, for violations of ndc* 

. . .  safety rules. , .-: .*.R*" may. 

The penalty covers two sets ofdw 
lations at the Mound - continuidgr'.: 
problems with a bioassay progrs$e 
that monitors workers' p~tential::rr~:.?~i 
internal radiation exposures an~:Q& 
February 1998 incident w h e n ' w o 1 . ' ~  
wereunknowingly exposed to rad iq !  
logical conditions that exceededkJ%i@ 
level of protection. -r: .2kyj~ 

"Workers have a 
to an accurate and 
of potential radiation 
Peter N. Brush about 
of Energy. - - .b: V.'. . . - - -  

In January 1998, the Mound site - 
identified that some 1,400 bioas,s+Q(): 
results had been miscalculated, thee:% 
DOE report states. Urine sample 
.collected to'gauge the amount o 
ation workers receive. 

In addition to. the calculation . ,.,, 
errors, Mound personnel also found a 
backlog of more than 400 bioassa, 
samples. : . 

The DOE said the ~ o & d  pen 
-was partially mitigated in recogni; 
tion of strong actions taken to 
the problems in the bioassay 
and prevent a recurrence. -. 

A Babcock & Wilcox spokesmanm. 
said the company does not dispu$xg 
facts of the DOE report and is CQM'*'". an% mitted to correcting any flaws ill .,,,.- 
safety procedures. ' - >y$ 
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. . .  . . 
ing now has all dosimetery per- 

. . 
sonnel reporting to a single man- 

. . . . . . .  . < .  . . ager who is directly accountable 
. . 

EG&G,- f o f ~ ~ t h e r ~ ' c a l c u l a t i o n  to top management. The'.DOE 
.. : :.Managing Editor problems :with the bioassay pro- 

. . .  . . .  . recognized that these changes 
... . .:~li~,$..s. ,Department of gram. have led to measurable and sub- ~"c 'gf:gi~ .... :..: . : :. . cited ~ ~ b ~ ~ &  & . _ .In addition to.the~calciilati6n -- - - -- .- .- --- stantial improvement in the pro- 

Wgcox:for violations that' could errori,"Mound: p;ersonnel -also gram. 
k i d .  ..to.-ihe Mound contractor identified..:~~:b~ckl~,~:.~f.'.~~fe . . .  ..._, . , . The  enforcement a c t i o ~ i s  
h a ~ & ~ . i t o . : ~ a ~ '  $1 65,000 in civil than 400 bioassay samples f i i '  
pei:aldes..'; announced las t  week by the ,. . Americium-24 1, some. of which DOE are Preliminary-Notices of 

~fi'e..::pioposed penalty at  daL6d. back to: ~ u l ~ , . . 1 . 9 9 ~ ; .  that 
M@und:covers. two sets of viola- had not, bee$ analyzed .- Mound Vi.olation an'd Babc'ock & ' 

tioris'-;continuing problems in alsd identified- deiays in  the Wilcox is reqtiired to respond 

the:bioassay program that moni- return of 112 samples tested by and document any additional 

offsite 'vendors and. other prob- actions taken or planned to pre- to&-.wprkersy potential internal 
lems ' resulting . in  d e l a y s  in  vent recurrence. The notices will radiation- exposures and a 
assessipg worker dose. become final in 30 days unless Februaiy, 1'998 event when 

Bab.cock & Wilcox: was also the contractors provide sufficient 
woikers' were unknowingly 

cited for violations associated justification and information to 
exposed to radiological iondi- 
tions that exceeded their level of .(Continued on Page .11). - rebut the findings. 
prot.ectioL Babcock and Wilcox agrees 

: ''Workers have a fundamental that there was a problem and 

right: to ,an accurate and timely Mo d . notes that actions have been 

assessment of potential radiation . taken to correct the problenls. 
exposures, and i t  is troubling In  a prepared statement, the 

to see problems % (Continued from Page 1). company stated: "BWO takes its 
with a February, 1998 event . responsibility for complying 

said Peter N. when workers were changing fil- with nuclear safety rules very 
ters in an exhaust ventilation ~ru.sh,:the department's Acting seriously and does not dispute 

se.di;6tary f o r  Environment, system. The contractor failed to the fact identified in the DOE's 

~afit$l?gii'd .... : .I Health. "We will be include in its work planning Preliminary Notice of Violation. 

ex'iiminirig more aggressively process a review (termed as an In fact ,  i t  was our own self 

the& programs and will assess "As L o w  As Reasonably assessment process that original- 

severe.'.penalties where problems Achievable or A L A R A )  to ly identified the problems with 

remain..~anagement at all D~~ determine if potential worker the bioassay program and the 
nuclear.sites should rake advan- exposure to radiation was mini- W D  ventilation change. 

tage.of the next few months to mized arid also failed to warn Although our work control 
take a'careful look ai the effec- 'workers when increased radioac- . process was unsuccessful in pre- 
tiveness of their bioassay pro- tivity levels I-eqiiired work to venting these events from occur- 
grams for workers ,and .make. stop and workers to leave the ring originally, we have taken 
corrections as necessary." area. The  contractor did not aggressive corrective actions to 

In January of  -1.9.98.; the assess airborne radioactivity lev- ensure similar problems do no( 
els until after the work was done occur in the future. Mound .site identified-.that some 

1 

i 

1,400, bioassay. results had been aii3 failed to notify one worker "BWO is committed to comi 
miscalcul.ated.: ~eca1cu.lations that his radiological work need- plying with DOE'S nuclear safe+ 

i 
indicated that in 205 of the ed to be restricted until six days - ty rules and adequately protect-; 

pies, originally rrepbrt=d after the restriction period ing our employees, the publi4 
as negative actually indicated a began. and the environment from th 
positive dose. These incorrect The DOE said that the total hazards associated with work. 

civil penalty for Babcock and the Mound site. * calc,ulations resulted from, use of fi; 

new counting equipment and Wilcox was partially mitigated "BWO also'appreciates thi$ 

e ciated software and the fail- in recognition of stronk actions fact that DOE has recognize$ 

to verify the new system taken at the site to correct prob- our  commitme'nt and.s t ron 

with software previously being lc~ns  in their bioassay program actions we have 
. . and prevent their recurrence. A 

used. . the. problems and 
newly appointed Dosimetry cu.rrence." Last Octobei, DOE assessed a 

civil penalty of $112,500 on the Supervisor identified and volun- 

previous contractor at Mound,. tarily reported many of the prob- 
lems. A management restructur- 
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U.S. DOE cancels planned'' a . :  . i - 

meeting on release B.1ock.a 
The  ~ e ~ a r c m e n t  of  Energy Mound 

.- 

Communi ty  will be advertised 
has announced the  postpone-  Improvement Corporation. rescheduled. 
men t  of the p lanned  Publ ic  An advertisement concerning Interested stakeholders 
Meeting on release Block D, a the public meeting was  pub- be notified by mail of the . - .- - .-- - -  

-1 2-acre portion-of the Mound - lished in last week's Miamisburg datFfor themeeting. Indiiid 
Site, which was scheduled for News as well as today's edition interested in the planned p 

trols to be put into. place when this time. 

by DOE to t he  Miamisbu rg  scheduled for the public,  but information. ,$ 

Emergency drill set for Mound on Monday 
?":O.,~'. M-ci'cd2 .. . . . ' .:?" .: .'n<..,.-;nrr;,. ;.a; . . .  v m R c o t n g l l  jolnt-;Erner@dncy ofi$gme e$ekency vehicles to the Mound s/te . . ,.<,,.;.!;:>;,,';.<..: % ? . . .  . ,.:.;.;::,..:..*,; ' %.> . . . f t ; !a! ;~ , . *  

hlaiiag~mknt.drill will be tonducrd"ai; the hourid that  inay be visi'ble to t h e  general public. 
,.:in.v.olv.i,ng; t h e ; ; ~ ~ , ~ . . ~ , p e ~ a r ! m e ~  .of.:~nelgy, . w i e  drill. is !a cooperativ..e effort- between all 6 cock & WiIcox and the Miamisburg Police three agencies and; involves a scenario that could 

Department. Thc drill will include the movenient be faced by many businesses in the community. 



THE UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

announcesa 
PUBLIC MEETING COMMENT PERIOD 

FOR RELEASE BLOCK D 
MOUND SITE 

MIAMISBURG, OHIO 
-- -_ - -  - __ -- 

The United states Department of Energy (DOE) has issued a proposed plan (hereinafter plan) describing 
its recommendations for addressing a 12 acre portion of the Mound Site, located in Miamisburg. Ohio, 
known as Release Block D. ,... 

. - -  . ~ 

The plan outlines the ins!itutional contrdls td be put in place when the release block is transferred to the 
Miamisburg Mound Community Improvement Corporation (MMCIC). After public comments are received, a 
Record of Decision (ROD) will be issued which finalizes the institutional controls. After the Record of 
Decision is finalized it is the intent of DOE to transfer title of the parcel to the MMCIC. 

Copies of the plan and supportive documents are expected to be in the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 
305 E. Central Avenue, Miamisburg, Ohio, 45342, on December 9, 1998. Please contact Jane Greenwalt, 
DOE Public Information Officer, at 937-865-31 16, or Mark Becker, Babcock 8 Wilcox of Ohio Public Affairs, 
at 937-865-4450 for availability of the plan. The Public Reading Room is open: 

Monday -12 noon t'o 8 p.m. 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 8 4 p.m.- to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday -12 noon to 8 p.m. 
ThurSday - 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Friday - 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

PUBLIC MEETING AND COMMENT PERIOD 
4 Public Meeting has been scheduled to discuss the plan. The meeting will provide the community an opportunity to ask questions 
and submit oral and written comments. 

Tuesday, December 15,1998 
7 p.m. 

Old Mound Cafeteria 
OSE Building, Mound Site 

1 Mound Road 
Miamisburg, Ohio 

For further information, please contact: 
Jane GreenwaH 

Public Information Officer 
U. S. Deparlment of Energy 

P.O. Box 66 
Miamisburg, OH 45343-0066 

(937) 86531 16 

Oral and written comments will be accepted at this meeting. Written comments may be submitted during the 30-Day Public 
Comment Period lhal begins December 9, 1998. and ends January 7, 1999. Comments must be postmarked by the end of the 
comment period on December 22, 1998. Comments should be mailed to the above named DOE contact. 
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CUTTING THE ribbon to open the new ATS facility at Mound on Nov. 9 were (left to 
right), Sandy Baker, President and Site Manager for Babcock & ~ i l c o x  of -Ohio; Leah 
Dever, Manager of the Department of Energy's Ohio Field Office; Jim Lentz, ATS Project 
~ n ~ i n e e r ;  Rick ~rovencher ,  Director of the DOE'S Miamisburg Environmental 

anagen~ent Project (MEMP); Joe Miller, Supervisor for Resource Technologies Group 
c:, which constructed the facility and Mike Merker, DOEMEMP Project Manager. 

Mound opens 
T h e  United S t a t e s  

Depar tment  of  Energy  
Miamisburg  Envi ronmenta l  
Management  Pro jec t  and  i t s  
contractor, Babcock & Wilcox 
o f  Ohio ,  recent ly of f ic ia l ly  
began opera t ion  of  a new 
Radioac t ive  Wastewater  
Treatment Facility at the Mound 
site in Miamisburg. 

The new facility, referred to 
as the Alpha Treatment System 
(ATS). rep laces  the  Waste  
Disposal  (WD) Bui ld ing ,  an 
aging radioactive wastewater 
'treatment facility. The ATS will 
maintain Mound's capability to 
treat wastewater con'taminated 

wastewater 
with small amounts of radioac- 
tive material. The ATS utilizes a 
pgoven technique in a much  
smaller operation that is better 
controlled, cleaner, more envi- 
ronmentally friendly, and more 
efficient than the 1940s vintage 
operation it replaces. 

After about  one  year  o f  
design, construction and testing, 
the facility successfully initiated 
radioact ive l iquid was te  f o r  
treatment on Nov. 9. Operation 
of the ATS will save the taxpay- 
ers over $1.3 million and main- 
tenance costs to operated the  
WD Building. It is estimated 

plant 
that ATS will pay for itself in 
about one year. In addition, the 
production of sludge' requiring 
off-site transport for disposal as 
rad ioac t ive  waste will be 
reduced by more than 99 per- 
cent. 

The ATS is housed in a new 
pre-engineered bui lding.  
Radioactive wastewater from 
various sources on plant site will 
be processed in the facility. The 
ATS will also be used to treat 
the remaining wastewater and 
sludge from the old facility, prior 
to and during its cleanup activi- 

- .  
ties. I 
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January 6.  1909 

~ THE UNITED STATES 
1 DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
I announcesa 

PUBLIC MEETING COMMENT PERIOD 
-FOR-RELEASE-BL-OC-K-D 

MOUND SITE 
MIAMISBURG, OHIO 

The Unced States 0-epartment .of Energy-(DOE) has-issued a proposed plan-(here~nafter plan) descrlb~ng- 
~ts  recommendat~ons for addressing a 12 acre portion of the Mound Slte, located In Miamlsburg. Ohlo. 
known as Release Block D 

The plan outlines the institutional controls to be put in place when the release block is transferred to the 
Miamisburg Mound Community Improvement Corporation (MMCIC). After public comments are received, a 
Record of Decision (ROD) will be issued which finalizes the institutional controls. After the Record of 
Decision is finalized it is the intent of DOE to transfer title of the parcel to the MMCIC. 

Copies of the plan and supportive documents-are available in the CERCLA Public Reading Room, 305 E. 
Central Avenue, Miamisburg, Ohio, 45342. The Public Reading Room is open: 

Monday -12 noon to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. & 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday -12 noon to 8 p.m. 
Thursday - 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Friday - 10:30 a;m. to 4:30 p.m. 

PUBLIC MEETING AND COMMENT PERIOD 
A Public Meeting has been scheduled to discuss the plan. The meeting will provide the comn~unity an opportunity to ask 
questions and submit oral and written comments. 

Thursday, January 14,1999 
7 p.m. 

Old Mound Cafeteria 
OSE Building, Mound Site 

1 Mound Road 
Miamisburg, Ohio 

For further information, please contact: 
Jane Greenrvall . . 

Public Informalio~l Officer 
U.S. Deparlmenl of Energy 

P. 0. Box 66 
Miamisburg, OH 45333-0066 

(937)865-3116 . 

Oral and written comments will be accepted at this meeting. Written comments may be submitted during the 30-Day Public 
Comment Period that began December 22, 1998, and ends January 21, 1999. Comments must be postmarked by the end of the 
comment period on January 21, 1999. Comments should be mailed lo the above named DOE contact. , 
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1998 was full of significant 
~complishments for Miamisburg 

hlound Facility 
. T h e  federa l  government ' s  

--Mound-facility~cont~riues to-get ~ - 

.significant attention and I ' m  
pleased to report that the transi- 
tion of the 306  acre complex . ,:. - 0 .  

from' 'putil'ic' t o  c06~mercial: u'$k 
continu-es t o  move  forward .  
Since. 1993, our community has 
been heavily involved in the 

. conversion process in prepara- 
tion for  the  Depar tment  of  
Energy's (DOE) anticipated exit 
from the site in the year 2004. 
Three major milestones were 
reached in 1998: 

It  was  announced  last  
January that is a sales agreement 
was reached between the DOE 
and the Miamisburg  Mound  
C o ~ n m u n i t y  Improvement  
Corporation (MMCIC) on the. 

a nership of Mound property. 
e MMCIC is the economic 

development agency formed by 
the city of Miamisburg several 
years  ago  to oversee  reuse  
efforts  at Mound.  This  sa les  . 
agreement  called for the  
MMCIC to pay a nominal $10 ' 

fee for the entire facility, which 
is being transferred in parcels as 
they become available for pri- 
vate use. The official documents 
t ransferr ing ownership were 
signed during a special ceremo- 
ny attended by several 'of our 
local political leaders and DOE 
officials from Washington. By 
accept ing  ownership,  the 
MMCIC can more effectively 
market Mound assets and make 
physical improvements where 
necessary to make the complex 
more attractive to prospective 
busi~lesses. Currently, there are 
approximately 30 commercial 

s inesses  operat ing at the 
und employing around 260 

ople.  The Mound vision to Q 
become a private light industrial 

and technology park is alive and 
well and the goal of city officials 
is -to-ensure-that -the-site-contin----- 
ues providing jobs and generat- 
ing important income tax rev- 
enue. 

Last May we commemorat- 
- e d  the completion of the Miami- 

Erie Canal restoration project 
along Old Route 25. The canal 
work; which lasted two years, 
featured the removal of soil and 
was perhaps the most visible 
component of the comprehen- 
s ive  envi ronmenta l  c leanup 
work taking place in and around 
the Mound site. In conjunction 
with the restoration there, a new 
paved walkwaylbikeway was 
constructed and will be opened 
to the public in 1999 when the 
city resumes ownership and care 
of the property. 

T h e  DOE last fall  
announced that the final portion 

.- . 

of bulk tritium had been shipped 
from the site. Tritium was a gas 
used extensively at Mound dur- 
ing its previous mission as a 
de fense  product ion facility. 
Removal of the inventoried sup- 
ply of this substance was a 32- 
month project  a n d '  further 
reduced potential environmental 
risks at Mountl. Because safety 
continues to be of the utmost 
importa~lce to city officials, this 
was a ma~jordevelopment. 

Total employment  for the 
D O E  and its contractor  at 
Mound remains steady in the 
700-800 range. As the year con- 
c luded .  the  contractor  - 
Babcock & Wilcox of Ohio  
( B & W )  - announced the 
appointment of Sandy Baker as 
the new Mound project manager. 
B&W has proven in a very short 
t ime to be a responsible and 
involved member of our corpo- 
rate community and we look for- 

ward to working with Sandy in 
the months and years ahead as 

-the-company ~ x n ~ d ~ ~ i t s s u ~ c o n i r a T ~  -- 

tors continue their critical mis- 
sion. 

One  thing to  watch  for  in 
1999 and-beyond will be a num-. 
ber of capi t i l l  i~nprovement pro- 
jects planned for the Mound site. 
Funding has recent ly  been 
obtained from federal, state and 
county sources to help finance 
$3.3 milliori in improvements 
that will include construction of 
new roadways, s torm sewers, 
s idewalks ,  park ing  lots  and 
l igh t ing .  A renovated  main 
entrance on hllound Avenue will 
be one of the featured compo- 
nents of this project  and the 
most visible to the general pub- 
lic. 

The  t ransi t ioning of the 
Mound site has been, and will 
continue to be, a monumental 
effort  by many people.  A 
Dayton Daily ~ e w s  editorial in 
August praised the collaboration 
and the creative teamwork that 
have resulted in the positive 
results to date. I would be remiss 
if I did not express the city's sin- 
cere  appreciat ion to  several  
elected officials who have been 
particularly helpful. Our thanks 
goes out to Congressmen Tony 
Hall and Dave Hobson,  U.S. 
Senators John Glenn and Mike 
DeWine, State Representative 
Don Mottley and County 
Commiss ioners  Vicki P e . ~ g ,  
Chuck Curran and Don Lucas 
for their support. On a related 
note, I'd like to congratulate 
Senator Cilenn on his recent his- 
toric reiurn to space and wish 
him godspeed in his retirement. 
Miamisburg officials look for- 
ward to working in the future 
with his successor in the U.S. 
Senate, former  overn nor George 
Voinovich, as  well as  the 
Governor ' s  successor  in 
Columbus. Bob Taft. 
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This is the first installment of a continuing series on the renovation of a Superfund site in 

Monticello, Utah. Periodic reports by Hal Phillips, a former editor with GoGf Course News, 

will examine what role golf maypky in how a comrnunity_of 2,200 residents utilizes land it- 

will inherit from the federal government. 

By Hal Phillips 

HIS MUD IS DIFFERENT. IT DOESN'T FOLLOW 

THE familiar pattern of simply filling the 
nooks and crannies of a boot sole, only to 
squish out in all directions when hard 

rubber meets terra not-so firma. No, the mire here 
is more perverse; it gloms onto the underside of 
one's foot, forming an oval-shaped patty substan- 
tially wider and longer than the shoe itself. 

Perhaps this mud acts differently because a 
25year rainstorm has just blown through south- 
eastern Utah, transforming the normally arid clay 
soil into a sea of brownish-red goo. While visitors 
move gingerly, their eyes 
cast dowi to s w e y  the 
treacherous track, an experi- 
enced mudder . like Paul 
Mushovic forges along with 
breezy confidence, looking 
stiaight ahead, his dirtcaked 
boots having taken on the 
quality of snow shoes. 

'You can see it there - a 
wonderful hole running 
along the pond," an animat- 

with at least nine more. And he intends to lay them 
out on this 110-acre quagmire hard by Montezuma 
Creek that, truth be told, is one of the last proper- 
ties one might expect to be used for recreation. 

Of course, the Department of ~nerg~ i sn ' t  in the 
course-building business. Neither is the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency, whose traditional role in 
golf development has been that of regulatory bo- 
geyman. Many a project has been snuffed out by 
the Agency's protective, some say overprotective, 
administration of environmental policy. Yet both 
the DOE and the EPA are solidly behind this pro- 

ed Mushovic points out. 'If we put a green right 
there, then we can run apar 3 across the far comer 
of the retention pond, or maybe across the creek 
channel, which follows that line of vegetation 
there. And if we decide to put the new clubhouse 
on top of the hill across the way, you can see we'd 
have a great par 4 finishing hole. Can you see it?" 

Anyone can see it. Bendmg gently uphill to the 
right. It's as plain to see as the 10,000-foot Blue 
Mountains, which, if one looks west, form an enor- 
mous snow-capped backdrop for every house, tree, 
streetlight and ball washer in Monticello, a commu- 
nity of 2,200 residents that has nine holes of golf. 

But Mushovic is hell-bent on providing the city 

ject. Call it bureaucratic 
guilt. Or further evidence of 
the game's broad popularity. 
Or another sign of golfs 
growing environmental rep- 
utation. Mushovic and his 
federal colleagues have rec- 
ognized an opportunity to 
responsibly close the book 
on 50 years of government 
intrusion while expanding 
the city's golf offerings to 

18 holes. This willing federal mamage of radioac- 
tive clean-up and golf development is what makes 
the Monticello project so extraordinary. 

Though he may sound like one, Paul Mushovic 
is not a golf developer - not in the ordinary sense. 
He's asenior scientist with the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, which, along with the State of 

P 
Utah, is overseeing the Department of Energy's re- 2 
mediation of the Montenuna Creek watershed. 

Starting in 1941, the government-funded Vanadi- 2 
um Corporation of America operated a mill along 
the creek. The facility processed vanadium, a ra- $ 
dioactive element used to strengthen steel. Three g 
years later, the Monticello mill started generating a 8 



uranium-vanadium sludge used in the production of 'yellow 
cake" m k e d  for the Manhattan Project Purchased by the 
Atomic Energy Commission in 1948, the facility continued to 
chum out ~eapm-ead~umand mum- 

When the mill was dismantled in 1960, it left behind tons of 
radioactive soil - 'tailings" that were subsequently utilized 
around Monticello to mix mortar, to form beds for utility lines, 
even to pave driveways. With authorization under the Atomic 
Energy Act, the Department of Energy assumed stewardship 
of the mill site in 1980. Under the EPAk watchful eye, the DOE 
has since rid more than 400 private properties of these 'hot" 
tailings under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act, better known as Superfund. 

In 1995, the two agencies set about purging the 110-acre 
site. The city broached the idea of building, where the pro- 
cessing plant once stood, nine more holes for Blue Mountain 
Meadows Golf Course, a nine-hole facility. The location, a few 
hundred yards from the exkting nine and just across Highway 
191, couldn't be more ideal. Being a practical man, and a cer- 
tifkdAe golf nut, Mushovic didn't need much convincing. 'I've 
been pushing the golf angle here as 
long as I've been on this project, 
since the early 1990s," he says. 'It 
just makes too much sense." 

'Without the assistance and inter- 
est of DOE and EPA, buildmg the 
new nine wouldn't be possible," said 
Mayor K Dale Black 'But make no 
mistake: There's still some resent- 
ment My father-in-law worked at the 
site. People feel the mill may be re- 

120,000 cubic yards of 'clean" soil'to reapportion about 110 
acres; it has further agreed to use this fill to 'shape" basic golf 
course features, provided the city can supply design plans. 

- [Golf_Joud.and.the.USGA will not offer-any-guidance or- 
preferential assistance to any aspect of the project. Our only 
role will be to chronicle the activities in Monticello.] 

As part of the remediation effort, Evelo explains, the DOE 
must leave the site with erosion control features - flat sur- 

-faces with minimal slopes ideal for golf. 'But we can't do any 
- 

of the fine sculpting or c d v e  baclctill work associated with 
course construction," he says. "We can't build tees or greens; 
that wouldn't be a reasonable use of taxpayer dollars." Adds 
Mushovic: "We can't construct the course. But to the extent we 
can shape it, well shape i t  We can get things down in the right 
place and make the course as reasonable as possible to build." 

Superfund regulations also oblige the DOE to restore at 
least 12 acres of wetlands and revegetate the parcel. Evelo 
says the DOE can't plant bentgrass; that would be too close to 
golf development. However, the department has agreed to 
provide Monticello with those funds for revegetation, allow- 

ing the city to buy turfgrass seed. 
Once the basic shaping is finished, 
the DOE intends to hand the land 
over to Monticello, which will then 
set about building the course itself. 
This is when reality will set in. 
'This is not a wealthy cornrnuni- 

ty," explains Monticello city manager 
C. 'Rent Schafer. 'Once DOE shapes 
the course, it seems like $500,000 to 
$600,000 will be necessary to build 

sponsible for the abnormally high in- greens, install an irrigation system 
cidence of cancer we have. Even and connect the nines with a tunnel 
after the mill closed, our kids played i :r , [under Highway 1911. We don't have 

that kind of money. Well have to beat 

sponsible steward. But I believe unteers to get the work done because 
the government wants to see this the course won't be able to repay 
[course] happen as much as we do." loans for a long time." 

HE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY IS 

scheduled to complete its 
clean-up effort during the holes and the recreation facility at 

2 nearby Loyd's Lake were built with 
volunteer labor following grass-root, 

than 2 inillion cubic yards of conta- we've done just about everything 
rninated soil will have been excavat- here," notes the mayor. 
ed, hauled away and buried in a 
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Ron Cutlip toured the site and 
subsequently donated a set of 
prehnhary sketches, the city has 
decided it cannot afford the luxu- 

-ry_of a full-fledged designerne- 
city will rely on Cutlip's concep 
tual drawings, Mushovic's ama- 
teur ardor and the practical 
wherewithal of Chriss Leavitt, the 
course superintendent at E a e  
Vail Golf Club in Avon, Colo. 
Leavitt is the brother of Monticel- 
lo city councilman Craig Leavitt., 
he's also the son of Grant Leavitt, 
who served as pro at Blue Moun- 
tain Meadows for 35 years. 

'I sort of grew up on that 
course, so I feel like I owe the 
town something," says Leavitt, 
who admits that he, like many 
superintendents, is eager to 
apply his agronomic skills in 
the design arena. 'I probably 
know enough about architec- 
ture to get myself into trouble, 
but I also think.1 know what 
'not' to do. I'll say this: It's ex- 
citing to be involved in a pro- 
ject where building a course 
and recovering the land are so 
important. We're going to have 

So I'm confident that 18 holes 
would bring in quite a bit more 
business. These golfers come in 
for three, four nighBand-they- -- 
spend money all over town; the 
groups that come in now are 
free spenders." 

"We may quadruple our play 
with - 18,y adds- Mayor Black. 
"The climate here is ideal during 
the summer. We're up about 
7,000 feet. When it's 105 degrees 
in Moab, it's 85 degrees up here." 

Monticellans are especially 
eager to bolster their tourist 
trade because they recognize the 
local economy will sag when the 
federal agencies finish their 
work.   or 16 years the federal 

BLUE MOUNTAIN MEADOWS (TOP)ANDA NEW MORMONTEMPLE 
SHAREA COMM0NlHREAD:lHETREALONE IN THE AREA. 

to do this on a shoestring, but 
that's part of what makes it so interesting." 

B ULT IN THE 1950s, BLUE MOUNTAIN MEADOWS IS LONG ON 

charm and short on window dressing. There are but two 
sand bunkers (which saves on rakes) and golfers won't 

see any yardage notations on irrigation heads. Yet the course is 
picturesque, well kept and, in spots, inventive. The par-5 fifth 
sports a wonderful tee, perched on a hillside 60 feet above the 
fairway. F'rom this rarefied vantage point it's not uncommon to 
see several herd of deer meandering across the course. 

Blue Mountain Meadows may be modest, but it's popular 
nevertheless. The municipal layout handles 10,000 rounds a 
year, and a common sight are the retirees who drive up from 
Arizona and park their RVs across from the clubhouse. As 
Monticello is located on the road between Moab National 
Park and Lake Powell, the course accommodates a simcant 
number of holiday-makers who drop in for a quick nine. 

"We have several groups that come here just to play that 
course," says Charles O'Beny, proprietor of Monticello's Grist 
Mill Bed & Breakfast. 'We have one group that comes in every 
year from Monbose [in Colorado, some 100 miles to the East]. 

government has employed 150 to 
200 workers on the mill site and 
surrounding properties. "DOE 
has pumped a lot of money into 
this economy," says Evelo. "But 
that's going to start drying up 
very quickly." Mayor Black ex- 
pects the housing market to soft- 
en; Sciiafer is certain the city's 
sales tax revenues will suffer. 

Like O'Berry, Mayor Black 
would 'love to see Monticello 
offset its losses by becoming a 

tourist stop. Says O'Berry: 'You can't swing a dead cat around 
here without hitting a national monument or Indian ruin." The 
Morman Church recently built a temple here, the only one 
serving the Four Comers region, bringing a modest influx of 
newlywed visitors. In theory, a new nine would add to the 
equation; indeed, there isn't another 18hole course within 50 
miles. There's even been talk of renovating the existing nine. 

But Black refuses to be camed away. 'It would really be 
nice to build a big, beautiful, monument golf course here, but 
financially that's not possible. Throughout this process we've 
tried to keep our feet planted firmly on the ground and tackle 
the basics. We need to build nine new holes and we need to 
sort out a tunnel to connect the nines. And we can't do any of 
that until we find ourselves some money." 

"Let's face it," says Mushovic, "there's no way this commu- 
nity can come up with what it costs to build a course. If they 
can come up with $300,000 to $400,000, they'd be lucky. How- 
ever, with that sort of funding, and all of us working to- 
gether, I still think we can make a go of this thing." 

HAL PHILLIPS is a former editor of GoCfCourse News. 
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MOUND CLEANUP 

Q High- . . tech equipment cutting 
water treatment down to size 
By Dale Dempsey s o  Babcock & wilcox of Ohio, the treatment plant could also acceler- 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS company that is completing the ate  the final cleanup by a year or  

cleanup of the. former nuclear- . . two.. . .; 
Standing outside the massive, 50- weapons plant, spent $1.3 million to - .  "We'fe trying to get Out of busi- 

year-014 building-at the former . . Construct a.new,state-of-the-art - - . n e s s  as-fast~as we'can,.'~' said Oba- - - - 

-Mound plant hl Miamisburg, Mike ' radioactive wastewater treatment - Vincent; deputy;director of the 
Merkerof the U.S. Department of facility. DOE in Mia'mistjurg. 
Energy said that the equipment in The work that was once done in 1nside the new plant, large tanks 
Building WD was so old that a .  , the huge WD building now takes -of  water contaminated with low lev- 
rusted mixer once'broke'off .,. . . . andfell - .place in a metal building little big- els.of plutonium 'ee.piped through 
in a giant vat:."i : :  . . ' . '- ger than a car wash. a sand filter and a.bag filter to pro- 

It's a scene that could happen at -The Alpha Treatment ~ y s t k m  is duce a radioactive sludge, which is 
any out-of-date factory, but there is also cleaner, safer and nlore envi- removed from tho,water. At the end 
a difference: Building WD was once ronmentally friendly. And it will of the process is a 55-gallon drum, 
used to treat low-level radioactive . p a y  for itself in a year, according to which will eventually contain three 
waste water at Mound. It is not only John Krueger, who directs waste I 

an eyesore but a hazard, management at Mound. Thf: new ,: : . .  ... SEE MOUND/4F . . . . . - .. . - - . - .- - . . . . . - - . 

JAN UNDERWOOD/DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

Jim Lentz, project and building manager of the Alpha Treatment Project, shows the equipment used to treat radioactive wastewater. 
The work that was once done in the huge WD building now takes place in a metal building little'bigger than a car wash. The new 
plant is also cleaner, safer and more environmentally friendly. 
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Technology tackl 
The Mound facility is being 

months worth of sludge, according to 
project manager J im Lentz. 
_ _The drum .will be-shipped-across-the--- - 
country for secure disposal in  Utah. But 
the new system has reduced the amount of 
material needed to be shipped out by 99 
percent. Babcock & Wilcox will ship three 
to six drums a year. Under the old system, 
it used to handle 300 to as  many as400 
tlrums. 

Before the treated water is released, it is 
given a final battery of tests for radioactiv- 
I t j .  anti pH balance. The building is 
designed with a sunlten floor that would 
contain any spills. A unit the size of a 
refrigerator controls and monitors the 
entire operation, with a glowing display 
screen and a computer the size of a laptop. 

-researchpark-headed by- - 
the Miamisburg Mound 
Community Improvement 
Corp. 

"Everything is sampled and verified," 
Krueger said. 

The plant handles about 6.000 gallons a 
week of' contaminated water, which is still 
being produced during cleanup operations. 

An important part of the operation is 
removing the contaminated water from the 

es water .- . 
.:- -. ;. :.. .-.;k- . ' .$'ii 

"%Q%~ildin~,  which needed ~ ' $ 1  ion in 
. . basic repairs. - . 

' Krueger said the. "decontamination and 
d~mollMion.'lpf \nJDbuilding_wiU.bea.difi--- 
cult operation, b,ut-they want to get it done 
in the next two years. . ' 

Other buildings at  the Mound are start- 
-ing to come down as well, as  the facility is 
being transformed into a research park 
headed by the Miamisburg Mound Com- - 
munity Improvement Corp. 

The final stages of the Mound cleanup 
were expected to cost $425 million and be 
completed by the year 2005. however Hab- 
cock & Wilcos has incentive clauses for 
finishing the work early. 
-- 
b CONTACT Dale Dempsey at (937) 225-2270 by e. 
mail dale-dempsey@coxohio.com 
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ASHTABUM 

t 8n~ironrnentalists: The 
deantarnination creates 
.a conflict of interest. 
.. .- . . ,. 

AS~TABULA (AP) - The 
~ e p a r t m e n t  of Energy's decision 
to-l,et.a.northeast Ohio titanium 
company handle its own radia- 
tion cleanup raises conflicts of 
interest, environmental watch- 
dog groups say. 
, .RMI Titanium Co., which for .. 
decade$ during the Cold War 
fqrged;uranium metal into pluto- 
n ,dm for nuclear weapons, is 
working under a $188 million 
contract with the DOE to decon- 
!alninate its own property. 

!:'s a job that needs to be tloile. a by someone else, said David 
elnian, an attorney in the 

nuclear program at  the Washing- 
ton, D.C.-based Natural 
Resources Defense Council. 

"The key issue is it's the fox: 
guarding the henhouse," Adel- 
man.iaid in a story published 
Sunday in The (Cleveland) Plai~z, 
Dealer.'."It's a combination of a 
coriflict of interest both with 
regard to the degree of contami- 
nation a t the  site, as  well as  in 
obtaining the contract itself- 
the circularity of all that." 

James Henderson, manager of 
RMI Environmental Services, . 
said the company has everyone's 
best interests in mind. 

"The company never expected 
that they were going to extract a 
pound of flesh, if you will, from 
the government to the disadvan- 
tage of the taxpayers, the DOE or 
anyone else." 

Kenneth Morgan, a spokesnlan 
for the DOE, said the agency has 
an  on-site project manager who 
is monitoring costs and the 

r~-c?s:; of the cleanup. 

b Battelle ~olumbu&boretw cleanup'budget exceeds $90 mlll~on. ' 
ries, Columbus: Periormed a!orn~c b Portsmouth ~aseous Diffuslon 
eriergy research between 1943 and Plant, Po+nouth: Began producing* 
1980 enriched uranium for nuclear subma- 

b Baker Brothers, Toledo: rlne reaqorvs_,and power plants ~n 
PAachlned uranlum rods Into sluis to 1954. p e r f o ~ s ~ u r a n ~ u m  enrch- 
fuel the Oak R~dge graph~te reactor In merit for:nuclkar pbwer utllRles 
1943 44 Also performed uranlum b RMl l ihnlum ko., Ashtabula: 
nlachlnlng for Hanford reactor ~ormerly<known as React~ve Metals Inc. , 

b Coppenveld Steel Co., when: .  ?om4 1 9 6 $ t ~ 1 9 , ~ ~ e " ~ d e d ' u [ a n i u m  3;. 
Straightened and degassed uranium - .recei~d,fr;oqge~!,d~for use as fuel ' 6- 

rods for Hanford and 0bk RldgeirLac- * and ?arge$;i$?dc@~n at'Hanford and 
tors ~n 1943. ,! . . + 2 -6~ayan$~h$~~~$~e&ors.  ;,., . . : I:< ;(.;.a 

b Herring-Hall ~ a & l n  Safe'ci;, ~ o u R c E : ~ T ~ @ ~ ~ $ ~ ~ ! ~ ? ~  . , r,,<<t* 1 - ??;<; 
> , , , C  1 

I .  .p$2*-2,; : .:7 I .  

. . r. .. . ~!.ss~~:iialiy. i v i i r c i ' ~  expectetl is 
that whoever c-licl the pollution is 
expectctl to clean it up," he said. 
"In the case of Ashtabula, where 
it was DOE-tlirected, the taxpay- 
ers pay for it." 

"I have never heard of that 
before," said Diana D'Arrigo of 
the Nuclear Information and 
Resource Service, a Washington- 
based public-interest research 
group. "It sounds like a big 
ripoff." 

RMI, the largest subsidiary of a 
newly formed holding company, 
RTI International Metals Inc., is 
primarily a contractor to the mil- 
itary and commercial aerospace 
industries. 

RMI said it would have been 
difficult to allow an outside con- 
tractor onto its property to han- 
dle the cleanup, although it is 
subcontracting about 60 percent 
of the project. 

In 1993, RMI obtained a no-bid 
contract from the DOE to decon- 
taminate its property. The cur- 
rent value of the contract, which 
is not fixed, is $188 milliot~, T f ~ c  
Plain Dealer reporterl. 

The project calls for the rlel:li>i i -  
tion and removal of 21 buildings 
and the excavation and disposal 
of 40,000 tons of contaminated ' 

soil. It is expected to be com- 
pleted sometime around 2005. 

RMI has asked the DOE to pay 
about $1.5 million in uninsured 
liability for the cleanup of Fields 
Brook, a U.S. Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency Superfund site, 
which runs behind RMI. 
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STUDENTS COMPETE IN SClEkCE BOWL 
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' .,~?n.i!!e:l;..;: :iie.F'aiiborri 0 iearn, Barbara Ahlstrom (left), i-iojiln Lee (center) an" Jessica McNeii, discuss the 
- ;:;-. , .' e.iiL!qs:io'n in the ninth annual Miami Valley Science Bo?.II c;n Saturday at UD Arena. 
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, ,A.Centerville . .  tham..beats . . . 17 hiphGh6ol; in Ohio and Michi- . pany ofn~ia ls  serve as  moderators, 
-. ,+.&.,..;.: timekeepers and scorekeepers. 

; the ..: :.i ...... and.'baarns "The goal is to enhance tne Fairborn placed second, and the 
:a . tflp:.t~'thk . nati~nal, < .  . . . : . : eniphasi) on science education," defending champion, Beavercreek 

-- ~ & ~ ~ 6 & ; ~ w l ;  ---- 7,-com~etit~~nspokesman M a r k -  -High-School,-came-inthird. - ~ - 
.. . . ". Becke.r'said, "People are always . Beavercreek has won every year 

saying there's not enougll math or except 1992 and ,1997 when H,arrison . 
By Joann Rouse physics components in education." High School from F-ington 
W A ~ R E N  COUNTY BUREAU . . . The topthree teams won plaques Hfls,.Mich., and Fairborn ~ i ~ h  

for.their sc.hools and individual . school, respectively, wop-the-bowl.. . - .  

- m e n  the buzzer sourided, Cen- awards for each member. 
' - .winning teams at  the national . , 

t ik i l l6  High.Scho.01 seniorJohn - . The:Centerville team also won an- earn science-related 
Zinckheaved a sigh of relief and . all-expensepaid trip to the national tiips.arobnd the and the , 

:gave $.teammate.a.high.five; :.- : :. . . . , ... ,,Science~Bowl,ivhich will be April. natibn. . . 
, Aftey. comhg:"so close': for the 3'0'to May 3 in Washington. 

$ast.fohfiyearS,.Zinck and his.team- ~heCenten&e science team 
  he teams placed as follows: Cen- 

terville A, Fairborn A, Beavercreek mates had Cmally placedfirst dur: spentmany after-school sessions A, Centerville B, Fairborn B, 
I ing the ninthannual Miami Valley conducting buzzer practice, coach 
Science Bowl.:The event was Satur- Penny Valentini said. Wayne, Wilmington B, Carroll A, 

Harrison,-Fenwick.A, Chaminade- day$@he~niversity ofDayton.: , "They're all preny much straight- Julieine, Carroll B, Bethel B, 
" ---"We didnltexpect to:win,?'-~inck:. '; :, -A:students, some A-plus," Valentini 
said:'liWe were just expecting to do;.; :l: said. "And some are just good stu- Wilmington A, Miamisburg, Frank- 

' well, like'we did in other years." .:- dents with a particular affinity for 
' lin B, Fenwick B, Bellbrook B, 

1 The competition was conducted! s:ciincel" ~ r c a n u m  A, Blanchester, Franklin 

in 6 quiz format, with four-member'.. '. .':'?lfie:$ey, she said, was lots of A, Bellbrook A, Badin, Arcanurn B, 

teams answering ~cience~related' '.. . practice.: . . . 
Beavercreek B and Bethel A. 

quest.ions- in mathematics,chemis- The ~epa r tmen t  of Energy Ohio 
try, ph'ysliQ, earth science and com- field.offlce, Baljcock & W ~ ~ C O X  of ,CONTACT Joann Rouse at (513) 748- 
puter science. . . . Ohio and the'Roy F. Weston CO. 5642 or e-mail her at 

The event attracted 28 teams:from, : sponsored the'competition. Corn- joann~rouse@coxohio.com 
.. . . .  . 
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. .  . : In formation Notice 
The Paint shop will soon be dismantled. A 
Building Data Package describing-the Paint Shop 
and its dismantlement is available in the CERCLA 
Public Readihg Room, 305,E. Central Ave., 
hamishug, OGO. 

Questions can be referred to Paul L u h  at (937) 865-4578. 
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Miamisburg gets 
triple dip of good news 
.,u;s. energy czar Bill Richardson 

brovght nothing but good news Monday 
during a visit to the former nuclear 
weapons production plant in Miamis- 
burg. Marking the transfer of the first 
14 acres of the 306-acre Mound plant to a 
local business-development group, 
Richardson also presented a $5 million 
check for improvement$ at the site and 
said production of nuclear engines 
designed for use in space would con- 
tinue at the facility. 
b Please see full story, 2B. 

M IAMISBURG 

Mound land 4 transferred 
$5 million from the * '  .?last three or four years. cials with a check for $5 million, 

feds will help provide -'". "It took a lot of work and a lot the first of three payments to 
of letters to keep it," said Rep. help Miamisburg with road and 

road and other Tony m all, D-~ayton. " ~ u t  in the other improvements at the 

improvements. end he (Richardson) kept his Mound. The two remaining $5 
word to me." million payments &om the fed- 

The RTG plant, which makes eral government must still be 
By Dale Dempsey small nuclear engines used to approved by Congress. 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS power vehicles hi space, employs The Energy Department will 

about 40 people. ' still be a presence a t  Mound until 
Department of Energy Secre- "And all of those are high- at least 2005, and Richardson said 

tary Bill Richardson traveled to paying jobs," Miamisburg Mayor Monday that security changes in 
Miamisburg on Monday to mark Dick Church said. the wake of the discovery of espi- 
the transfer of the first parcel of The transfer of 14 acres to the onage at Los Alamos in New 
former federal land ta the corn- Miamisburg Mound Community Mexico might someday affect the 
munity, and brought a bonus bit Improvement Corp. is the first of Mound. 
of good news as well. three sections of tlie former 'We want to make sure all our 

Richardson said he decided nuclear weapons production' facilities are secure, but right. 
Friday to keep the Radioisotopic plant the community expects to now the main effort w u  be at the 
Thermal Generation or RTG p m  receive this year. Eventually, all five weapons facilities," said 
duction plant at the Mound, 306 acres of the Mound will be Richardson, whose agency has 
something officials had been turned over. been criticized for not halting the 
working hard to achieve for the Richardson also presented om- espionage at tos  Alamos sooner. 
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Mound facility to hold tornado 

As part of its Emergency 
Management Program, the 
Department of Energy's 
Miamisburg Environmental 
Management Project at the 
Mound Facility will be conduct: 
ing a "Tornado Take Shelter 
Exercise" this Thursday, March 

25. - the exercise- when the siren is-. 
The exercise will require the activated. The exercise is not 

plant's t~rnado warning siren expected to last longer than 20 
be activated. In some cases, the minutes. 
siren can he heard in and around 
the plant site. 

Employees at the site will 
move to shelter areas as part.of 
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Gpace Power program to 
stay at Mound- - -  - -  - - 

- - -  

Richardson s igns  land transfer, 
gives $5 million grant check 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Managing Editor 

U.S. Department of Energy 
Secretary Bill Richardson had a 
surprise announcement at 
Monday's press conference at 
the Mound facility in 
Miamisburg - an announcement 
that made the crowd attending 

0 e conference cheer and 
plaud wildly with approval. 
Richardson said that he had 

decided to keep the 
Radioisotopic ' Thermal 
Generation (RTG) program at 
the Mound site, rather than 
transferring it to another DOE 
site. The RTG program builds 
power sources for deep space 
missions. 

"For 38 years, the Mound site 
has served a key role in the 

development, production and 
deployment of radioisotopic 
generators and heat sources used 
for NASA's deep space mis- 
sions," said Richardson. "This is 
an enduring mission for the 
department that we believe can 
safely and cost-effectively con- 
tinue as a stand-alone operation 
at Mound as the rest of the site is 
decommissioned and turned 
over to the city of Miamisburg. 

"Now, maybe Tony Hall will 
get off my back," he quipped. 
U.S. Rep. Hall has been a 

program would eventually be the 
only departmental activity left at 
the site. The preparation of an 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) to evaluate potential alter- 
nate sites was initiated last fall 
and public scoping meetings 
were held at six potential sites 
the DOE was considering. Also, 
the DOE undertook several 
detailed reviews to evaluate 
safeguards, security and safety 
related to maintaining the opera- 
tions at Mound as a stand-alone 
facility, and an economic 'com- ,. . .  . .  . 

staunch:;: : , *  ,.suppor!ep:;,: :, of ; :  p a s o n -  of  operauonsat :Mound 
..,? ';..:J'< :... .,$,.,;...,. .bJ; gtw*M *& 
1 \) : . . i 4t :%.., ." , ; , , . i i . *  ., , , , .?> ,+ >.". !;, ,, 
opj'the -Mound :for firivafl :bu'sil-: ' -~con'f~rmeii.' fcat 'the :o.petati'ons . , . .  . 
nes's. . . . . .  . . . .. can ,continue t~ be safely -con- 

DOE had considered transfer- . :dbcted at Mound. and that i t  is 
ring the Space Power. S y stein not ~conomicallji advantageous 
program to another site since the (Continued on Page 3) 

Mound ... 
(Continued from Page 1) 

to m.ove the bperation. 
"I decided Friday night to 

leave the' program at the Mound 
and I waded to share that deci- 
sion with .you here today," said 
Richardsoh. 

Mound has been involved in 
m e  assembly and testing of 

space nuclear power systems for 
nearly 40 systems assem- 
bled and tested at the Mound 
have flown on space missions to 
the moon, to Mars and to 

explore' the outer plants. The 
most recent mission that uses the 
systems is the Cassini spacecraft 
that was launched in 1997 to 
study Saturn. Missions in the 
future will continue to use these 
systems. 

"We're very happy to keep 
the RTG' program here," said 
Hall: ''It keeps the brainpower of 
the Mound here to be used to 
attract businesses." 

~ : i cha rdson  was on hand 
Monday for a ceremony marking 
the transfer of the first parcel of 

Mound property to the 
Miamisburg Mound Community 
Improvement Corporation, the 
organization responsible for 
Mound's redevelopment and 
reuse. 

The parcel, about 14 acres of 
the 306 acre site, includes two 
buildings representing nearly 
33,000 square feet of space 
under lease to private business- 
es. 

Richardson also presented a 
$5 million check to be used by 
the MMCIC for site improve- 
ments necessary to make the site 



commercially viable. A $3.05 en illion improvem-ent project, 
cal led the E,astern Boundary 
Improvement Project, will begin 
in July on two Mound parcels 
and areas adjacent to the site. 

The $5 million check repre- 
sents the first of three equal . .  

installments to be paid to the 
MMCIC. The  remaining $10 

million is contingent  upon 
Congressional  approval  and 
upon the MMCIC- securing 
matching funds from the state 
and local governments, as well 
as piivate industry. . 

"The Miamisburg community 
has demonstrated a commitment 
to working - with -. .. . the Department 

* of Energy to make the conver- 
. sion process successful," said 

Miamisburg Mayor Dick Church 
:. Jr. "There is no greater priority 

in our city." 
: "We are grateful to everyone 

who has played a role in the 
transition process because you 
have done the right and proper 
thing," said Mike Grauwelman, 



MIAMISBURG MAYOR Dick Church Jr. presents Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson 
with a Mounds candy bar in honor of his visit to the Mound. PHOTOS BY STEVE SANDLIN 

MMCIC president. "You have DOE announced the closing tives have resulted in 30 busi- 
made a difference to this com- of the Mound plant in Dee. nesses with 270 private-sector 
munity and its residents, to the 1991. Since that time, the con- employees operating on the site. 

@employees of the businesses tractor workforce at the site has 
who are using the assets of this been reduced by 59 Percent. At 
site and the future." the same time, the MMCIC's 

economic development initia- 

THE NEFF School Energy Club presents Richardson with a t-shirt. 
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THREE MILE ISLAND: 20 YEARS LATER 

Q think more attention needs to be paid to it' 
Researcher Steve Wing, an epidemiologist at the University of North Carolina, who thinks he sees 

statistical indications that cancer deaths have increased in the areas downwind from Three Mile Island 

Three Mile Island 
b Twenty years later, . . 

the effects of the 
nuclear plant accident 
are largely unknown. 

By Dale Dempsey 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS - - 

i n  a matter of eight seconds in , 
, the   red awn hours of Wednes- : . . ----  

d:iy: March 29, 1979, the nuclear 
power plant at Three Mile Island 
in Pennsylvania went from nor- 

' mal operation to the brink of a 
: catastrophe. 
T Twenty years later there is still 
! intense debate over the health 
: and environmental impact of the 
y United States' worst nuclear 
.. accident. The accident, in which 

the plant's radioactive fuel rods 
. were exposed and more than one 

third melted, effectively halted 
the growth of nuclear power in 
this country. 

While 104 existing plants con- 
. tinue to operate, there have been 

no new plants built since 1979. 
And many plants under con- 

. struction at the time, including 
the Zimmer plant partially 
owned by Dayton Power & Light, 

: were converted to coal. 
1 However, things could be 
: changing. 
: With coal-fired plants under 

fire for not meeting strict federal 
standards, the nuclear 

ower industry is showing signs 
reborn. Sonie industry 

.: and government representatives 
: believe the nation cannot meet 

air standards to curb global ' . 

' warming without nuclear power 
in the mix. In fact, TMI 1 - not 
the unit involved in the accident 

- was recently sold to a Pennsyl- 
vania power company. TMI 1 has 
operated without incident since 
shortly after the accident. 

Nuclear power plants emit 
none of the so-called "greenhouse 
gases" that spew from coal 
plants, but nuclear plants still 
haven't successfully solved the 
problem of nuclear power, most 

.importantly disposing of the 
used, spent nuclear waste. 
  he shadow of ~ h k e  Mile Island, 
and the even longer shadow of 
the accident at Russia's Cher- 
nobyl plant, still hover over the 
industry. While industry and 
government r e w t o r y  agencies 
like the Department of Energy 
and the Nuclear Regulatory Com- 
mission downplay the damage 
done at Three Mile: Island, out- 
side Harrisburg, Pa., there are 
some researchers who think the 
health effects of the accident 
were much worse. 

Twenty years is time enough 
for some hard-to-detect cancers 
to start showing up. Researcher 
Steve Wing, an epidemiologist at 
the University of North Carolina, 
thinks he sees statistical indica- 
tions that cancer deaths have 
increased in the areas downwind 
from Three Mile Island. 

But to understand the issues, 
first it is necessary to revisit 
what happened on Wednesday, 
Maich 28,1979, and the investiga- 
tions that followed. 

b At 4 a.m. on Day 1 of the 
accident, a pump supplying 
water to TMI-2's steam generator 
stopped operathg. Watemerves 
two purposes in a nuclear plant 
like the one designed by Babcock 
& Wilcox a t  Three Mile Island: It 

supplies steam to the plant's elec- 
tric generator and cools off spme 
of the intense heat produced by 
the reactor. 

b The plant's safety system / 

shut down the steam generator. 
As the reactor's coolant water 
temperature increased, a valve 
on top of a containment tank 
opened as it was supposed to ,_-,. ., 
releasingsome of the pressure. 
The valve was supposed to close 
13 seconds later, but in the first 
of a series of instrument failures 
and poor communication 
between plant operators, it 
remained open for nearly three 
hours. 
b Operators in the control 

room believed the valve was shut 
and did not pump needed coolant 
water into the reactor. A "loss of 
coolant accident" was in 
progress. Eventually, nearly one- 
third of the plant's coolant water 
escaped through the valvg..': 

b At about 6 a.m. some @the  . . 
casings around the reactor's fuel 
rods ruptured, partially uncover- 
ing the rods and sending 6dioac- 
tive gas into the coolant wgter. 

, Eventually, one-third of the rods 
would melt down. The reaction 
also produced a bubble of I,I- dro- 
gen in the containment buibing, 
which produced great con.6ern of 
an explosion for several days 
after the accident. 

b As radiation detection. 
alarms went off all over the plant, 
the incident was dec1ared.a gen- 
eral emergency at 7:20 a.m.Radi- 
ation was released to the contain- 
ment building and to the . 

environment. Estimates of how 
much radiation escaped into the 

' air outside the plant vary: Indus- 
try and government sources 
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RADIATION: Incident was 
%orst nuclear acciden 

found that radiation levels out- 
side remained low throughout 

- - -the accident. Critics believe the-- -- 
releases could have been much 
higher downwind of the plant. 
F WKBO, a radio station in 

Harrisburg, reported the story of 
TMI-2 at 825 a.m. Miscommuni- 
cation added to the crisis. While 
officials were aware of low-level 
releases to the environment, pub- 
lic relations people from Metro- 
politan Edison, the plant owner, 
were telling reporters there had 
been no release. The report added 
to an atmosphere of mistrust. 
Pennsylvania Gov. Richard 
Thornburgh, who in the next 
three days would weigh whether 
to evacuate 600,000 people, was 
also not quickly informed of the 
release. 

b On Day 2 of the accident, 
some children under 2 and preg- 
nant women were told to leave 
the area downwind of the plant. 
F On the afternoon of Day 2, 

adiation levels measuring 3,000 
emillhems per hour were 

recorded above the plant. (An 

b On Saturday, March 31, 
Day 4 of the accident, concern 
about a-pbssible explosi6Kof-- 
the hfdrbgen- bubble reached 
its off@@ later 
dete'@ e@~at.riot.enough 

.+$&%king genei-ated to O X Y d  
c a u s ~ e ~ l o s i o n .  - -  - 

b A@% riumerous operator 
mist&u and miscommunica- 
tions;*'olant water was 
restorkd to the reactor core, 
bringing it under control. 
Today,..TMI-2 remains in cold, 
monito+d storage while its sis- 
ter reaBor continues to pro- 
duce electricity. ' 

Not surprisingly, the worst 
nuclear accident in U.S. his- 
tory has-been the subject of 
hundreds of studies, but some 
question their validity. 

Industry omcials concede 
that the:accident was a result 
of poor. operator training and 
inade.qu?te instruments - 
faults they say have since been 
addressed at the nation's 
nuclear plants. 

average x-ray, by comparison, A class-action lawsuit by 
measures 10 millirems.) Also, ' 2,000 people living downwind. . 
Met Ed released water from ofThree,Mile Islaiid was dis- 
showers, toilets.and laundry missed.i.n 1996 in U.S. District 
facilities into thP'susquehalina Court; ' a d  is currently being 

appeal@& Judge Sylvia Rambo 
SEE RADIATI@/W- ruled that there was a "pauci- 

tv" of evidence that the acci- 

C O N T I ~ ~ ~ E D  FROM 21A 

River, Some of it contaminated. 
Company officials did not 
inform the reporters - who by 
now numbered in the thou- 
sands - of the release, adding 

. to the level of mistrust. 
b By early evening, Nuclear - 

Regulatory Commission offi- 
cials received the results of an 
analysisthat showed damage 
to the reactor core was more 
substhgal than anticipated. 
There'qb a possibility of 
greaterradiation releases. 

b Gov. Thornburgh eventu- 
ally decided that no evacuation 
was needed, but continued to 
advise Pregnant women and 
prescli+l children to stay 
more tfian five miles from the 

dent caused ill health effects. 
Universitv of North Carolina 

researcher wing, at the request 
of the litigants, re-examined 
data fyom a 1990 Columbia Uni- 
vers i~ptudy that found no 
i n c r e a d  cancer rates after 
Three Mile Island. 

Writing in the January 1997 
' jouina1,Environmental Health 
Perspectives, Wing found lung 
cancer incidence elevated 300- 
400 percent and leukemia rates 
up by 6bp-700 percent among 
those in the direct path of the 
radiation plume released at 
Three Mile Island. 

The report touched off a 
lively debate on methodology 
and statistics between the 
authors of the two major stud- 
ies. ': -..:. 

~ o t h w i n g  and the Columbia 
.resewhers,-however;-say-fur- -- 
ther h d t h  studies need to be 
donei me'data used for both . 

was collected between 1981-85, 
too soon for some cancers to 
make gn appearance. 

Wing said the Columbia 
repoeefrs in assuming too low 
an expsure rate from the acci- 
dent and'not including enough 
cancers. Industry officials say 
that mote than a dozen health 
studies:gince 1979, including a 
Pennqybania Health Depart- 
ment;@gistry of 35,000 people 
livin@.Fr the plant, show no 
ill effects. 

1.1 t ~ *  more Httention 
. needs>o"be paid to it," Wing 

said. '? don't feel the book 
should b.e closed at all. There is 
sorqeQhg to look for." 

A: $g:l:book, Deadly Deceit by 
Dr. T ~ I M .  Gould and Ben- 
jami@oldman, also claims 
that &ncer and mortality rates 
in th$kreas closest to Three 
~ i l e 9 1 a n d  are higher than 

he said, is that it 

"Tgt 's  what makes our re- 
anal$is so interesting," he 
said.:2;. 

V&said that in addition to 
c o l l w g  more health data, the 
wh~Qrocess of the nuclear 
regubjtory agencies should be 
opeiJ?j,hp to encourage more 
coni@yity participation. 

"~',kj%dd be the first to say 
that.'& study doesn't prove by 
i t s e j f ~ a t  there were high-level 
radial@ exposures, but it is 
parf. pfta,:body of evidence that 
is co- with high expo- 
sures;;~ing said. "The cancer 
findi$;gi along with studies of 
aniiq&, plants and chromo- 
sorriCdamage in Three Mile 
~sl&$%&ei-residents, all point 
to much higher radiation levels 
that.previously reported." 
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b Atomic plants are . i ArnerGen is buying reactor 
No. 1 at TMI, which DeSantis safer Ohan decades ago, ~ o i n t s  out has continued to 

and mom efficient than operate without incident for 

those powered by fossil two decades. 
One of the reasons that 

fuels. 

y Dale Dempsey 
WON DAILY NEWS 

This year the Pennsylvania 
power company AmerGen pur- 
chased the nuclear reactor at 
Three Mile Island, which 
prompted, well, so-me strange 
reactions. 

"People say;..'y6gbought 
what?' " said Ralpb DeSantis of 
AmerGen. "We get that a lot." 

AmerGen's investment in 
Three Mile Island, which only a 
few years ago would have 
seemed as likely as-buying up 
steam threshers, ,is one of sev- 
eral signs that the.nuclear 
power industry.seeks to.make a 
comeback.. - . - -  

Three Mile ~ ~ l a n d  khich 20 
years ago was the scene of the 
nation's worst nuclear reactor 
accident, stopped the nuclear 
industry cold in the United 
States. The disaster in Cher- 
nobyl in the'ukraine under- 
scored the trend. 

Since the partiql meltdown of 
reactor No.. 2 at ,'ShreeMile .; '; 

sland,qn:~arck28,1979, ,there 
ve beenrno dew.riucleq 

lantstplimfied or built in the Q 
U.S. Many plants under con- 
struction at the time, including 
the Zimmer power plant near 
Cincinnati in 1982, were con- 

' verted to coal. 

nuclear power, long one of the 
favorite targets of environmen- 
tal groups, could see a resur- 
gence is, ironically, the envi- 
ronment. 

Industry officials point out 
that the United States cannot 
meet the stringent clean air 
goals outlined in the Kyoto 
Agreement without nuclear 
power, which does not emit the 
so-called "greenhouse gases" of 
traditional coal-powered plants. 

John Kane, vice .president of 
the Nuclear Energy Institute, 
an industry lobbying group, 
said nuclear energy will be the. 
"nation's workhorse in helping 
to achieve air-quality goals." 

The Clinton administration 
has included about $17 billion 
in' the most recent budget. 

Department of Energy Secre- 
tary'Bill Richardson; in 
Miamisburg on Monday, said 
that nuclear'energy ''has a . ' 

place" in the country's power 
picture. 

The federal government is 
-- ' moving toward an answer to 

one of the major problems associ- 
ated with nuclear plants, disposal 
of high radiation spent fuel. Con- 
gress is considering a bill to have 
the government take possession 
of allthe old nuclear waste, now 
stored in various spots around 
the country, agd disposing of it at 
its deep mountain burial site in 
Nevada. ' 

The United States has the 104 
nuclear power plants, more than 
any other country, but they sup- 
ply less than 20 percent of the 
country's electricity. France, 
with just E+ reactors, gets 78 per- 
cent of its power from nuclear 

.-plants.- - I - _ 
Industry officials say that 

safety in U.S. nuclear plants has 
improved since Three Mile 
Island, which dramatically dis- 
played deficiencies in operator 
training and warning instru- 
menti. 
The Institute for Nuclear 

Power Operations, established by 
the industry after TMI, reports 
that the number of "significant 
events" or potential shutdowns 
at nuclear plants fell from a high 
of 2.38 per unit in 1985 to just 0.10 
per unit in 1997. 

"The data prove it - nuclear 
plants are safer and more reli- 
able than ever," said Joe Colvin, 
president of the Nuclear Energy 
Institute. 

Others are not so sure the 
industry's safety record has 
improved. 

A study of the industry by the 
Union of Concerned Scientists 
found that five plants were shut 
down for more than a year to fur 
safety problems. 

"Apparently the industry and 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commis- 
sion have forgotten about Three 
Mile Island," said David Loch- 
baum of the scientist group. 

The Union of Concerned Scien- 
tists recommend that the indus- 
try: 
b Develop risk studies based 

on all information 
b Respond more quickly to 

warning signs 
b Communicate more openly 

with the public on safety matters 
Another concern is the aging of 

current nuclear plants. 
There have been 27 reactors 

closed after operating for an 
average lifetime of 15 years, 
according the Safe Energy Com- 
munication Council in Washing- 
ton, D.C, 

The council reported that a 
national opinion survey found 
six out of 10 voters opposed build- 
ing new nuclear reactors. 

Anti-nuke groups may not be 
the only obstacle facing the 
industry. Utility deregulation 
and low prices for oil and natural 
gas may end up making nuclear 
power too expensive to compete. 
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Waste arrives at 

fi*.. The historic journey: is 
.*ed with the cheers 
of supporters and' jeers 
bf protesters.. . . 

. * - -  

. &K hi. Roberts 
' ~ s ' O c O C i ~ ~ E ~  PRESS 
. .. . 
, '.C;~~RLSBAD, N.M. - After 25 _.:_ 

qeai-5 of lawsuits, studies and 
' jh res t s ,  the riation's first 
;'ppclear dump - a network of 
mam'bers carved out of the salt 
:;&CIS iieep beneath the New Mex- 
$ta.aesert - received its first 
. . @ic>load of radioactive waste 
" 'mday.  . .. 

-A:crowd of about 100 people 
;$lip Bve in Carlsbad, 25 miles 
'Trbm'the Waste Isolation Pilot 
Plant; cheered the truck and held 
up cardboard signs reading, . 
"Wkome  finally," and "It's 
abodt time!" as  the rig rolled 
thfbugh before daybreak. 

Earlier in the 270-mile. 7%-hour 
$ri.g,.ihe truck faced a scattering 
:$protesters yelling "Poison! Poi- 
ifrp'n!!.! along with two young 
women who sat down in the road 

-.and a man who tried to block the 
highway with his car. 

The first load of waste came 
from Los Alamos National Labo- 
ratory in the New Mexico city 
that was the birthplace of the 
atomic bomb. 

Ultimately, up to 6.2 million 
cubic feet of waste generated 
since the dawn of the atomic age 
will be. entombed over the next 30 
years in the salt beds nearly a 
half-mile below ground. The 
waste consists of such items as 
clothing, tools and rags coatami- 
nated with plutonium. 

'Up to now, the United States 
has had no permanent resting 

' place for weapons-related pluto- 
nium waste. - 

As a result, the waste has been 
piling up at 23 weapons installa- @ tions around the country such as 
Ro?iky Flats near Denver and the 

.; !daho National Engineering Lab- 
:.orjatory, where it is kept mostly 

in 55-gallon drums on above- 
ground concrete pads, under- . 
neath bubble structures or in ~ . . .  

earthen mounds. 
These corroding drums must .' 

be periodically repackaged, and 
some fear the waste is vulnerable ' 
to hazards such as  tornadoes or 
earthquakes. 

The arrival of the first ship- 
ment of waste at WIPP marked 
more than two decades of effort 
to open the $1.8 billion reposito- 
ry, first proposed in 1974. The 
first truckload will be placed. 
underground by Monday. 

"I'm ecstatic -- this is just the 
culmination ofeverything I've 
worked for for 25 years," said 
Wendell Weart, a Sandia 
National Laboratories scientist 
who was instrumental in creat- 
ing the repository. 

WIPP is not designed for the 
thousands of tons of high-level 
waste stored at nuclear power 
plants across the country. Yucca 
Mountain in Nevada is being 
studied as a long-term burial 
place for that waste. 

An appeals court in Washing- 
ton and a federal judge in Santa 
Fe on Wednesday rejected last- 
ditch appeals from environmeri- 
talists who sought to stop the 
transfer of the waste to WIPP.. 

On Thursday night, a crowd of 
about 100 people cheered and the 
driver gave a thumbs-up as the 
load rolled out of Los Alamos 
National Laboratory, its depar- 
ture delayed by heavy fog. ... 

But down the road in Santape, , 

a hub of anti-WIPP sentiment,: 
dozens of protesters lined the a 

route, holding up placards that!. 
read "Stop NukeTrucks" and ;i 
"Science or Science Fiction?" i 

William Beems, 42, of Albu- .;. 

querque, parked his car across ::; 

the middle of the road with 
lighted flares around it. He was 
arrested on charges of obstruct- 
ing the road and resisting arrest. 

The two young women who sat 
down on the interstate south of 
Santa Fe moved when asked to do 
so by state police. 



WORK S A W  

. " -.. 

b Government officials h i . .  
of dust's dangers, newspiifit I .... 

report says. , . 
. . 

i. : I .  . . .  
'; . I - .  . 

. ..,I 

TOLEDO (AP) - During the past ," ! . 
five decades, the U.S. government 
risked the lives of thousands of yv@-: 
ers by knowingly allowing them t q k '  
exposed to dangerous levels of bet&'; 
lium -a  metal critical to Ameriw's: ' 
military, The Blade reported S~ndhy:~;  

Despite numerous government, scih., 
entific, and industry reports that' -; 7:; 

showed the material could not be' , '.': : 
made without putting workers iha ::; : &  
extreme danger, federal officials ce-, 
tinued to push for its production. :,.; : 

Hundreds of workers exposed to the ' 
metal's dust have contracted beryl-,'. ..' 
lium disease, an incurable and some.';' 
times fatal lung illness, The'Blade '.- ?'. 
reported. ?, i I... 

Dozens have contracted the diseqsq 
after exposure above federal safety. .'(. ." 
limits, the newspaper said. . .' :.:.:!.,, 

Some workers at privately operated. 
weapons plants in Ohio and PennsyL'. 
vania were exposed to levels of beryl-:.' 
lium dust 100 times safety limits, .th& :.' 
newspaper said, citing government . ' . 
records. 

At the nation's largest berylli&i;.: 
plant just outside Toledo, at least 39.:2.. 
workers have contracted the d i s e ~ e ,  : 
after being exposed to unsafe levelg of.  
toxic dust. Six workers died. . .. , 

The plant near Elmore, owned by, :;: 
Cleveland-based Brush Wellman In&;, 
has never consistently complied wit_h'. 
federal safety limits in all parts ofthe': , i '  

. factory, the newspaper said. . - .  . 
Dr. Peter Infante, director of star;: ' " . 

dards review for the U.S. Occupa- :"; 
tional Safety and Health ~dministr i- : ' :  
tion, said the government has failed:':;' 
in protecting the workers. ,. . . . . I 

"These are all deaths and diseasi:.':'. 
that could have been prevented," : ., :I:', 
Infante said. "That's the sad thing :;,' ; 
about it." . . . . ., 
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Brush Wellman says it has alwa*.; 
posted air test results on plant bulle.; 
tin boards and has discussed the big?' 
exposures with employees. But it I.. ", 

acknowledged that by the time high:';: : 
dust counts are reported, the w o r k p ,  
already have been exposed. . . . , .  . 

Hugh Hanes, the company's vice' . 
president for government afTairs,.s$,@ 
Sunday that the company and g o v m :  
ment were not attempting to hide anf! 
information from workers. I . . .  , . 

"The idea that there has been ace$; 
spiracy is wrong," he said. . .,. I- 

The company has invested great&. 
in protecting its workers and con:., :::#' 
stantly monitors beryllium levels, be',! 
said. The goal is to operate withinfed:: . . .  era1 safety limits. - .  . . . ... 

' 6 .  

"We are getting closer and closer,tp i 
that goal," Hanes said. , . ,  ., :... 

The newspaper said the danger *as,: 
not limited to weapons plant workers. - 
Other companies use beryllium to.." .,: 
make everyday items such as golf , ':, 
clubs, but no one knows how many,; ::: 
workers are potentially exposed. . .: ;.:,.. 

About two dozen people have cant-..::; 
tracted the disease from dust c a d @  1.' 

into their homes by beryllium work: - . 
ers. Some victims have been womep 
who washed their husbands' work... .- 
clothes. 

Beryllium is a gray metal lighter. 2- 
than aluminum yet six times stifr6&..., 
than steel. It is vital to the opera$& 5 
of missiles, jet fighters and nuclear ' 
weapons. ,, 

There have been attempts by saf'ety. 
regulators to protect workers from its, 
dust, but those plans have been !cut!' :. 
tled by defense and industry ofici&;- 
The Blade said. , 8 .  

I ,  . .. . . .  
President Carter's Defense and, : 

Energy secretaries helped kill one .; % '  ;; 
safety plan in the 1970s. .. .. 

They feared cutting off beryll i~?. ' :  
supplies for weapons would : 
"significantly and adversely affect? :;: 
our national defense." U.S. Energy.: ".i 
Secretary James Schlesinger wrote to 
two Cabinet members at the time;- .:: " 

. . .. 
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Bob Stringer (left) and Barry Pugh have been working at Mound since 1984  and 1982. respectively. The Department of 
Energy's decision to continue production of nuclear generators for spacecraft means they and other specialized workers 
will keep their jobs. 

Power for the stars 
Mound facility 
building space 
power systems 
By Julie Kemble Borths 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

Growing UD in Miamisbura. Barrv 
Pugh alwayihad his eyes on-he 

" 

stars. 
Fascinated bv the Aoollo missions 

of his boyhood,"he weit  off to study ~ 

electrical engineering never dream- 
ing he would come home to find a job 
that would take him -or at least his 
work -throughout the galaxy. 

. Pugh is one of about 40 U.S. Depart- 
ment of Energy employees who 
desigr! and build space power sys- 
tems at the Miamisburg Mound facili- 
t y .  Their work has made it possible 
for probes to go to Saturn. Now, after 
an announcement last month, their 
work in Miamisburg will go on to 
power probes to Pluto and other des- 
tinations. 

The Department of Energy decided 
to keep the space power systems pro- 
gram at Mound instead of moving it 
elsewhere. The decision prompted a 
sigh of relief for Pugh and the other 
employees there. 

Rumors had always been a part of 
life at Mound, Pugh said. Historical- 
ly, the 306-acre facility had once been 
a key federal facility for nuclear 
weapon components and power sys- 
tems. R i ~ t .  in Octnhrr tlic DOE 

announced it would consider sites in 
other states for the program, known 
as RTG for the radioisotope thermo- 
electric generators produced there 
that use nuclear material to power 
longlasting devices for space explo- 
ration. 

Workers are planning a party to 
celebrate the government's . 
announcement but in the meantime 
they are celebrating the same way 
they always have: by working every 
day with a great deal of pride. 

"Mound's a good place to work," 
Pugh said. "A lot of it is the satisfac- 
tion. I feel like I had something to do 
with the Apollo program (which also 
used the power sources) and that was 
before my time. The history here is 
just fantastic." 



. "To actually be a part of the space 
program, I didn't think it would ever 
happen to me," Stringer said. 

But the excitement of the work had 
been clouded while employees 
awaited the DOE decision. Would the 
program move away? Would the 
highly specialized workers be asked 
to move as well? Would the federal 
agency decide a "secure facility" 
,using.nu J@rLqu$$i$was. too dXi- 

- cult to W w * m ' t h e  comrriercid- -- 

in'ddstrial park Mound was bec6ming 
in the post-Cold War age? 

It wasn't just the employees who . 
wanted to keep the program at 
Mound. Cityofficials and members of 
Congress were lobbying for the pres- 
tigious program to stay at the facility, 
too. 

"This has always been home but 
this reinforced my faith in it," Pugh 
said. "The community was just 
great." 

"You could tell the whole area was 
pleased," Stringer said. "When they 
made the announcement, every face 
in the place was smiling." 

The relief was palpable at home, 
too, said Barry's wife, Pam. 

"There was a little less stress," she 
said. "He'd been doing the strong, 
silent man kind of thing. I'd hear 
more from other people at Mound. He 
didn't want me to worry." 

But after building their dream 
house two years ago, the family was 
concerned about possibly moving 
from the community. For Stringer, 
who married in January and was 
looking toward retirement, the anxi- 
ety of waiting for a decision was also 
amlcult. 

MOUND: 
It's back. . . 

to work 
CONTINUED FROM 1 

But after the good news, it was 
back to work. 

"Now we can do our work even 
better," Pugh said. 

"We know we'll be part of other 
missions." 

And that sense of belonging is 
what makes work at Mound 
meaningful, Pugh and Stringer 
said. 

"Whether you're an electrical 
engineer, a truck driver or an 
electrician, everyone always 
feels they did everything but 
push the button to launch the 
spacecraft" powered by units 
built at Mound, Pugh said. 

"We were proud of what we did 
before and we did a good job at it. 
Now, we're at the top." 

SEE MOUND/8 
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MOUND PLANT 
POTENTIAL RELEASF_- - - 

- - -- - -- 

SITE PACKAGE 
Notice of Pu blic Review Period 

I I 
- - 

The Action Memorandum for PRS 41 1 is available for public review in the CERCLA 
Public Reading Room, 305 E. Central Ave., Miamisburg, Ohio. Public comment on 
this document will be accepted April 2 1, 1999 through May 2 1, 1999. 

Questions can be referred to Paul Lucas at (9371 
865-4578. 
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@I Msbg. Council 

.~ - .  - .  - 

 STEV EVE SANDL~N 
Managing Editor 

The %Miamisburg City Council 
announced its support. of the 
Miamisburg School District's 
levy at its April 20 meeting by 
passing a resolution of support 
for that levy. 

The school district is seeking 
a 2.9 mill, $2 million per year 
operating expenses levy for five 
years that voters will decide at 
the polls on Tuesday. 

Tom Croskey a n d .  ~ a n e t  
Joseph, co-chairs of a citizens 

. ~~ 

~~ 

the levy, addressed the council, 
seeking their support at the 
-meeting. 

Mayor Dick Church Jr. also 
voiced his support of the pas- 
sage of the levy. 

.-"Our school system is the 
cornerstone of this community," 
said Church. "I believe it is vital 
that we support this levy." 

In other business, Gary 
Moms, a member of agroup of 
several Mound workers who 
attended the meeting, presented 

1 
cessful efforts in retaining the 
U.S. Department of Energy's 
RTG program at the Mound. 
The RTG program builds 
nuclear batteries that'are used in 
deep space missions. 

"A lot of people helped us 
keep the program at the 
Mound," said Morris. "And we 
wanted to express our apprecia- 
tion for the efforts of the city." 

City council also honored the 
participants of the Citizens 
Police Academy with certifi- 

committee seeking passage of the city with a plaque for its suc- cates of apprecia60ri. 

GARY MORRIS gives Mayor Church a plaque of appreciation. 
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BILL SCHAEFER/ASSOCIATED PRESS 

The drivers of a truck loaded .with plutoniumcontaminated waste check their tires on Route 26, north of 
Blackfoot, Idaho, Tuesday, as  they begin their 32-hour journey to New Mexico. They were leaving the 
ldaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory, headed for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
near Carlsbad, N.M. Behind the truck are cars with reporters and cameras covering the trip. 

Nation's new dump opens 
b The first shipment of 
radioactive waste left 
ldaho at dawn Tuesday 
bound for New Mexico. 

IDAHO FALLS, Idaho (AP) - 
A truckload of nuclear waste left 
at dawn Tuesday for the nation's 
first permanent dump, 11 years 
after Idaho stared down the 
Energy Department and closed 
its borders to radioactive waste. 

Cheers from about 100 elected 
officials pierced the semidark- 
ness as the truck's horn sounded 
and began its 32-hour trip to the 
$2 billion Waste Isolation Pilot 
Plant in southeastern New Mexi- 
co. 

"As you can see, there's a new 

day dawning in Idaho," Gov. 
Dirk Kempthorne declared. 

In 1988, thenGov. Cecil Andrus 
unilaterally closed Idaho's bor- 
ders to any. additional waste ship- 
ments after the Energy Depart- 
ment failed to make good on 
promises to begin removing 
waste. 

The border was reopened a few 
months later. In 1995, ex-Gov. 
Phil Batt negotiated a settlement 
requiring the first shipment to 
leave the state by the end of April 
1999. 

Energy Department spokesman 
Brad Bugger said so far there is 
no schedule for additional ship- 
ments. But the settlement 
requires the agency to have all 
nuclear waste out by 2036. 

Up until the New Mexico dump 
was finished, the United States 

had no permanent resting place 
for weapons-related plutonium 
waste. After 25 years of lawsuits, 
studies and protests, the dump 
carved out of the salt beds a half- 
mile deep beneath the desert ' 
finally began receiving ship- 
ments in March. 

During the years of delay, the 
waste piled up at 23 weapons 
installations throughout the 
country such as  Rocky Flats near 
Denver and the Idaho National 
Engineering and Environmental 
Laboratory, where it is kept 
mostly in 55-gallon drums on 
aboveground concrete pads, 
underneath bubble structures or 
in earthen mounds. 

The New Mexico dump will 
eventually house up to 6.2 mil- 
lion cubic feet of waste. 
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Contamination Found In 'Clean9 
I Rooms At DOE'S Mound Plant 

BYGEORQELOBSENZ 

Dismaycd by the dIscovcry of plutonium-238 in a room W t  had been 
deemed freeofslgnlficsnt radioactivity, officklr at theEacrgyDepartment9r 
Mound plant recently conducted new surveys that have detected contamino- 
Hon in four other bulldings not posted as radiological areas. 

- '--Among other-unaxpected findings-at the -former Ohio-nuclear--weapom- ----- - - 

facility, radiation control technicians discovered elevated contamination levels 
on top of a bookcase, in the top drawer of a safe, inside a cabinet drawer--and 
on the floor underneath steol cabinets that wcrc shipped offsite to a comtncrcial 
garbage landfill urithout being checked for radiation. 
DOE safety officials said the uapleasant surprisas rtprcsant a soboring lesson . . . 

for department sites undergoing cleanup, namely, that buildings or areas deemed 
clean in the past may nor necessarily bc clean by today's tougher standards. 

Anothar contributing factor in some casts appear4 to be poor radiation control 
practices following past l e d  or spills, In others, ramoval of fumirure or cabiflots 
uncoveredprcviously inaccessible floors and other areas char were never checked 
for radiation. 

~ n d  in the case of one vial of black liquid containing uranium-235 found 
April 14 in a fumehood, some items simply were forgotten and escaped notice in 
subsequent safety sweeps. 

The bottom line, said DOE's Office of Nuclear and Facility Safety in a 
summary released last week, is that site managers musr remain vigilant in 
checking radiation levels in buildings undergoing cleanup operations or other 
major changes-even if the buildings were rcclossificd as clcan in the past. 

(Conlinued on page 2) 

- 
Contumination In 'Clean' Roo ms... 
(Continued irorn page one) 

"Facility managemant at  tho ~ o & d  p b t  downgraded tho classifica- 
tion of formq radiologically controlled areas over a number of years," the 
safety office said. 7 h o s e  reclassifications were governed by changing 
regulatory standards and DOE requirements. 

"Procedures devcIoped for che rtclaasificadon of'radiological arcas 
after the irnplemwtation of new [decontamination] standards should have 
considered the difference betwoen the radiological control levels required 
by pravious standards and those required by newer standards. Work that 
intrudes into previously unexposed areas should consider that additional 
surveys might be needed given thc more limited scope of earlier surveys." 

Mound officials launched rhe now radiation surveys after tacbnicians 
Feb. 24 detected plutbniurn-238 on pan of a floor rhat was uncovcrod eAer 
the removal of floor-mounted steel cabinets that had been in place for 20 
years. The contamination ,was not discovered for 'six days after the 
cabinets weic thtown away and hauled off to 8 comrnercihllandf'ill 'fbr 
disposal. 

The contamination lavcls on the cabinotn wcrc not h o w ,  but invcs- 
tigators believe they wero clean because noiadioactivity was found on the 
worker who disassembled the cabinats, on tho took usad for disassembly 
or the dumpster vhcre the cabinets were placed prior to removal to the 
landfill, Investigators said the contamination on die floor undar the 
cabinets appeared to be the result of a 1994 flouding incident in the 
building. 
The othcr incidents-all in differant rooms-jnvolvad: 

plutonium-258 and americium-241 discovarad March 25 in a cabinet 
drawer. Investigators balieve tho drawer contained a contaminated weap- 
ons component stored in the room when it was posted as a radiologiaal 
area; the contaminauon was not defected whan the posting for the room 
was, downgraded nearly 20 years ago, 

= plutonium-238 foundontop ofa beokcasa. The contaminationis believed 
ta hava come from a rm\jor ceiling leak three yeare ago. The tap of tha 
bookcase war not surveyad a h r  tho leak and the room waa not posted ar a 
radiological araa before the contamination was detected March 12. 

txitium dctccted March 2 in a safa that was uecd to store contaminated 
~ o a P o r u  parts for 30 years. The room had been posted as a contamination 
araa, but tho contamination in the snfe was not detacted when that posting 
was downgraded in 1995. 
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THE UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

announces a 
- -- 

FOR RELEASE BLOCK H 
MOUND SITE 

- - 
MIAMISBURG, OHIO 

- - 

The United Srates Department of Energy (DOE) has issued a proysed plan (hereinafter plan) describing 
its recornmeridations for addressing a 14 acre portion of the Mound Site, located in Miamisburg, Ohio, 
known as Relzase Block H. 

The plan outl'nes the institutional controls to be put in place when the release block is transferred to the 
Miamisburg h:ound Community Improvement Corporation (MMCIC). After public comments are received, a 
Record of Dt.cision (ROD) will be issued which finalizes the institutional controls. After the Record of 
Decision is firalized it is the intent of DOE to transfer title of the parcel to the MMCIC. 

Copies of the plan and supportive documents are available in the CERCLA Public Reading Room. 305 E. 
Central Aven~!e, Miamisburg, Ohio. 45342. The Public Reading Room is open: 

r Monday -12 noon to 8 p.m. 
i b  
i Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. & 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
C 
u Wednesday -12 noon to 8 p.m. 
I Thursday - 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Friday - 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

PUBLIC MEETING AND COMMENT PERIOD 
A Public Meelir3 has been scheduled to discuss the plan. The meeting will provide the community an opportunity to ask 
questions and' scbmit oral and written comments. 

Tuesday, May 18,1999 
7 p.m. 

Old Mound Cafeteria : 
OSE Building, Mound Site 

1 Mound Road 
Miamisburg, Ohio 

For further inforr-,ation, please contacl: 
Jane Greenwan 

Public Information Officer 
U.S. Department of Energy 

P.O. Box 66 
Miamisburg. OH 45343-0066 

(937) 865-31 16 

Oral and wriHen comments will be accepted at this meeting. Written comments may be submitted during the 30-Day Public 
Comment Period hat began May 5, 1999. and ends June 4. 1999. In order for comments to be incorporated into h e  ROD, bey 
should be received by the end of we commenl period, June 4. 1999. Comments should be mailed to he above named DOE 
contact. 
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- -- - - - - - -- - - 

THE UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

announcesa 
PUBLIC MEETING FOR PRS 66 - - 

AND A PUBLIC MEETING COMMENT PERIOD 
1 FOR RELEASE BLOCK H 

MOUND SITE 
MIAMISBURG, OHIO 

The United States Department of Energy (DOE) is announcing the second in a series of working group 
meetings to discuss alternatives for the end state of an area of the central valley parking lot vicinity, 
known as PRS 66, at the Mound site. All interested members of the public are invited to attend this 

meeting on Wednesday. May 19. 1999, at 5:30p.m. to 7:OOp.m. at the former.Mound Cafeteria. 

Additionally, the United States Department of Energy (DOE) has issued a proposed plan (hereinafter 
plan) describing its recommendations for addressing a 14 acre portion of the Mound Site, located in 
Miamisburg. Ohio, known as Release Block H. A meeting previously announced to be held on May 18. 
1999 has been rescheduled for May 19. 1999 at 7:OOp.m. in the former Mound Cafeteria. 

PUBLIC MEETING AND COMMENT PERIOD 
Public Meetings have been scheduled to discuss the plans. These meetings will provide the community 
an opportunity to ask questions and submit oral and written comments. 

PRS 66 Parcel H 
MEETING DATE NEW MEETING DATE 

Wednesday, May 19,1999 Wednesday, May 19,1999 
5:30p.m. to 7:OOp.m. 7:OOpm to 8:OOp.m. 

Both Meetings will be held at the Former Mound Cafeteria 
OSE Building, Mound Site 
One Mound Road 
Miamisburg, Ohio 

For further information. please contact: 
Jane Greenwall 

Public lnformalion Officer 
U. S. 0epartmenl 01 Energy 

P. 0 .  Box 66 
Miamisburg, OH 45343-0066 

(937)865-3 1 16 

Oral and written comments will be accepted at this meeting. Written comments may be submitted during the 30-Day 
Public Comment period that began May 5. 1999. and ends June 3. 1999. In order for comments to be incorporated, 
into the ROD, they should be received by the end of the comment period on June 3.' 1999. Comments should be 
mailed to the above named DOE contact. 
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Ohio Director Johnson 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
.. . -  - 

~ a n a ~ i n ~  Editor 
Oh io ' s  dircr'ctor o f  [ h e  

Ucp i~ r tn icn t  or Dcvc. l ( \pn~cl l t .  
I,cc John>c)ri. is impscs\cil \vith 
the p ro~rcss  i ~ n t l  ef't'nsts of' ~liosc, 
tryins to rcclaini the h l oun~ l  silt 
for priv;rtc dcvelopnient. 

I o h n s o n  \.i.;itcrl thc s i te  
T h i ~ r > ( l ; ~ )  i111cI ~ i i c t  \ v i t l i  t l i c  
I l i ;~ ln i sh l~ rg  \ lountl ( '~~I~II~~IIIIII! 

l l l l ~ ~ l ~ o ~ ~ c l l l c l l t  c ~ ~ l l ~ ~ ~ o l ~ ; l l l o l l  ;lll(l 
\o lnc hu\~ne.;s c ) \ \ - r l e s l - i  $ 1 1  lhe. 
. ;~tc.  MMCIC P rc \~ t l cn t  %l ike 
Gr;~uu.clrna~i gave ;I prcscnti~tion 
on the progress at rlic Mo i ln i l  
\ i l c  to th i s  po inr  ; ~ n d  t o l d  
Iohnson th;lt thc c f~ l~o~~ r  \\.il l ncc.d 
t f ~ c  \ t ; l r e ' i  ; ~ . i s i s t ; ~ ~ i i ~  111 lhe. 
tllrlll-c. 

(;~.;~uu.cl~n;~n ~ ~ o i l l l ~ x l  1 1 1 1 ~  tllal 
IIICI-e arc' nou. 3 0  I>~I \ I I IL . \ \L~~ 

Ioc;~lccl rhl. Mound ~ i t h  wa r -  
Iy 300 cniployres nnrl that. i f  the 
M o ~ ~ n c l  cl'l'i~r.~ is to hc succcs;iul 
i ~ n t l  c.ontillrlc ;rowill;. .;r;llc 
l ' i ~ i i ~ ~ i c i ; ~ l  ;lit\ \voi~l( l  he ~icct lc i l .  

"T1111ig.x ;~rc* p;~!i~lg 01'1' n o u  
;~nt l  \\.c ~ lcc t l  !-()ill. > t ~ [ ~ ~ ) o r t . "  lie 
\ ; l i c l .  

I o h ~ i s o ~ ~  pro~ii isctl to help ;ill 
lie* co t~ ld  

' ' 1 .  I11 l.<.,lll\ I l l l ~ ~ l ~ c \ \ c c l  \\ 1111 

u h ; ~ t  \OII II;I\L, ( l o ~ i c  l ic*~.~.  ,II;CI 
\ \ l i ;11  \Ill1 i1I.L. 11.) ln; to (I(> llL.l~,.-. 
he. \illtI " ~ ~ l ~ l l ~ r c  l r y l l l g  1 0  (It1 
liere. \ V ~ ; I I  \\.c \\.;IIII to tlo III the 
.;1;11c - ~ l c \ . c l o p  inclusr~.!. ;~ncl 
hus~nc.\\ r t b  I-;IIW rhc \t;~ncl;lrd of  
l l \ . i l l ~  i 0 1 .  111~. ~ ~ e ~ o ~ 7 l c  oi' Ol110..~ 

.lol111\1~11 I I \ \ . I \  

I I ~ I ~ ~ I ~ ' ~ ~ \ c L I  \ \ . 1 1 1 1  1111. \ .101111t1 ' \  

ct't'o~.i\ 10 I>;II.I~L.I. \\.1111 Ioc;rl 11111 - 
\c.~.\itlc\ III t l ~ , \ c l op~ny  rc\c;~r-cIl 

. . .  . _. - 

Mound 
;~nd train technical wc.lrkers,' - - 

Hc  also said that the key to 
cc.nnomic tlevt.lopnienr in  Ohio 
i \  ha\-in; c n o ~ ~ g l l  \.cnture capital 
I'or b~~s inc \ \ c>  ;~ntl that he hopes 
10 scl 111' ;I slatc I'~rntl to help pro- 
\,ide such c;~pit;ll to Ohio husi- 
llcsses. 

'.\Vc need 11) tlilnk in\:estnient 
in ~ l c \ . c l o l >n~c~ l t . "  he said. "We 
need to 11~~11)  l l 1 ~ \ ~ .  \1;1r1 1117 COfll- 
I>;IIIIL*, 10  ~>I.I(I?L. III~II <iip ill id 
I ~ L * ~ o I I ~ ~  \ o l i ~ l  ht1~111c*iics. 

.'If' \t.c- ; I I .L*I~'~ l.c;~lly. we ' re  
eo iny  to  gel Ic i r  hc l i ind. "  he 
\aid "\Vc nnctl lhosc incentive 
prozrarnk to ;~rrs;~c.t and keep 
husincs.\~>\." 

~o l l l l . ~o l 1  ;lI\tl l\itcci ~1011l1t1 
I I  I I n o r ~ ; i n i c  
Z ~ ~ c c i ; l l i \ l \  -- I\\.() hr~sinesse's 
IN)\\- crl)cl.;ltlng a1 tlic 410~1ncl. 

OHIO DIRECTOR o f  Dcveloptnent I,ec .lohnson visits a business  at the Mound with offi- 
cials from the city a n d  the MMCIC:. 
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Governor tours M plants, 
promises state k ttention 
By Dale Dempsey 
and Laura A. Bischoff 
DAMON DAILY NEWS 

.Ohio Gov. Bob,Taft toured the 
Mound Advanced Technology Center 
in Miainisburg and several area auto- 
motive plants Wednesday, .calling the 
Mound restoration a "model cleanup. 
for the state and across the country." 

Taft also conceded .the state could 
g more to help other aban- 

polluted industrial sites, 
be restored to pro- 

through General 
Automotive SYS- 

tems ants in ]jayton and ~ o r a i h e  
forth first time. He said the state 
can h p the plants by providing 
work ,education and training 
gran 1. px credits for job creation, an 

efficient workers' compensation sys- 
tem and lower electricity costs 
through utility deregulation. 

Taft promised that the state will 
pay extra attention to the troubled 
Delphi plants and said he's impressed 
with the strides management and 
labor have made together. "This is 
really a turnaround stom here at Del- 
phi," he said. 

The Mound, a nuclear weapons 
research and production plant from 
1949 to 1993, is being transformed into 
a high-tech industrial park. The 
Miamisburg Mound Community 
Improvement Corp. hopes the park 
will employ 2,000 by the year 2005. It 
now has 30 businesses and more than 

. . . . .. 1 .  

300 jobs. -I - 
The Department of-Energy is over: . 

seeing the fmal environmental.cle . 
up, which should be complete by 2 3 . 

"This has been a great partnership 
of feaeral, local and state," Taft said. 
"It touches on so many of oiir priori- 
ties. It is a Defense Department COT?: 
version and a brownfields conversion 

.. and we've got a big job there," -. .'' . 
Brownfield restoration is an eqeh-.  . , 

sive proposition. The D0E:has corn-: : 
mitted $625 million to the cleanup, I.:.: . 
and Miamisburg'is seeking anotheri. 
$48 million for capital improvement$.: : 

-. . - .  . 

TAR: Mound cleanup a model 
Taft said brownfields are not 

high on the state's list of needs. 
"Right now our top priority is 

education, it has to be," he said. 
"There are brownfield sites all 
across the state, but there are 
limited dollars to spend. We have 
to do more to help companies 
reuse these sites." 

Taft said that he might at some 
time seek voter approval to gen- 
erate more money for environ- 

ental improvements. He said 
rotecting companies from liabil- 

ity under state and federal envi- 
ronmental laws is also impor- 
tant. 

0hio.has a voluntary action 
program that protects companies 
from being suedif they agree-to 
pay for cleaning up old proper- . 
ties to sgte  and federal stan- 
dards. : :, . . 

Taft.%id VAP has made some 
iriiprovements~but is,not as suc- 
cessfh as it:could be. . . * 

He &$m$.vith *gmbers.of. . 
the M i a i  V911e$..Ecbnomic . ' .  Deve16$&ei;~~&~i.t~nnnjj~ho, ', ; 

.. .. . c;$ :,;: ,;,A,< 4 ;. :. ..:: .?:;. . 

reviewed projects such:& the 
doimtown Dayton riverfront 
redevelopment and minor league 
baseball stadium and the 
National Composite Center. ''We 
have been supporting most of 
these projects that are their pri- 
orities," Taft said. 

Taft said he was "very excited" 
with the iniiovation he's seen in 
the Miami Valley. 

b CONTACT Dale Dempsey at 2252270 
or ?ail him at 
dale-dempsey@coxohio.com 
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June 9. 1999 . Mound efforts impress. 
Ohio  Gove-rn-or-B-ob Taft --- 

by STEVE SANDLIN 
Managing Editor 

(Ohio Governor Bob Taft is 
very impressed with what 's 
going on at the Mound. 

Taft vis i ted the s i te  
Wednesday as part of a day-long 
tour of Miami Valley businesses. 

"I'm excited about what's 
going on here," said Taft. "This 
is a very exciting venture and it 
really is a model project. 

"It touches on so many of our 
priorities in Ohio," he said. "My 
goal is to bring new jobs and 
new technology to Ohio  and 
that's what you are doing here." 

Taft said the state and local 
communities must provide the 
support to encourage the devel- 
opment of high tech businesses. 

"The Miamisburg Mound 
Communi ty  Improvement  
Corporat ion (MMCIC)  is  an 
excellent example of how new 
high technology businesses and 
jobs can be created when a com- 
munity sets up an incubator to 
help start-up businesses with 
f inanc~al ,  technical, marketing 
and networking assistance," said 
Taft. 

The MMCIC is an economic 
development organization treat- 
ed by the city of Miamisburg to 
spearhead development of a 1.5 
million square foot high technol- 

MIAMISBURG MAY0.R Dick Church Jr. presents Ohio 
Gov. Bob Taft with a Mounds candy bar during his visit to 
the Miamisburg Mound facility. PHOTO BY STEVE SANDLIN 

ogy industrial park at the site of 
the former defense facility. 

"If we are going to keep good 
jobs,in Ohio, this is what we 
have ro do," said Taft. "We have 
to take'these small companies 
and help them grow. 

"This is an extraordinary part- 
nership where all. are coming 
together to get the job done," he 
said. 

Taft pledged the state's con- 

tinued support for the develop- 
ment efforts  at the  Mound.  
MMCIC is receiving local, fed- 
eral and state funding for the 
project. Last year's state Capital 
Improvements Budget included 
$500,000 for the Miamisburg 
Mound project. 

"Please let us know what we 
can do to help," he said. "Let us 
know where the state can play 
part." 



MIAMISBURG MOUND 

'workers get health 

b The Department of 
::iE&rgy 3 ., ,.;. , guarantees health 

. . .  "caie for life to those. 
. . .  iiivolved in the cleanup. 

?:- ' . . 

:B~;+cott ~ontgomery and. . ' 
;$qe Dempsey ,. . .  . 

DAILY NEWS 
. . .  

e'fibrkers at the Miamisburg 
Mound involved in the cleanup 

:Oft& former nuclear weapons . 
&llity reached a class-action 
settlement Friday with the 
Department of Energy that, 
among other things, g u a r ~ t q  6brrr 
them health care for life for 'd*.  '- 
ness caused by exposure to r a d b  . 
tion. : ;? 

The lawsuit, filkd in l&$!n 2- 
U.S. Federal Court. covel's<.all .$ 
current and former worriers. 

"No worker should have .' 
doubts about the safety@f.~e@ 'a 
workplace." said DOE Secretarv ' 
Bill Richardson. "This settlement 
helps resolve an unfortunate 
chapter at Mound." 

The complaint against former 
Mound contractors EG&G and 
Monsanto Research Corp. said. 
the companies failed to monitor 
or accurately calculate the regu- 
lar medical test that radiation 
workers take to determine their 
level of exposure. 

The DOE fined EG&G Mound 
$112,000 in 1997 for the operation 
of its bioassay program, which 
samples the urine of workers. In 
some cases, the samples were 
tested for years; others were mis- 
calculated. Babcock & Wilcox, 
the current contractor, also had 
problems with the program and 
was fined $165,000 in 1998. 

Mound worker Katherine Lev- 
ell, the lead plaintiff in the class- 
action suit, said in the complajnt 
that one of her urine samples sat 
for three years before she was 

told the results. 
Richard Miller, policy analyst 

for the Paper, Allied-Industrial, 
Chemical and Energy Workers 
Union, which covers the Mound 
workers, said there have been 
only two class-action suits ever 
settled with the DOE. The other 
is at Fernald in Cincinnati. 

The settlement contains these 
provisions: 

b Life-time radiological occu- 
pational disease insurance, cov- 
ering acute and non-lymphatic 
leukemia; lymphatic leukemia, 
female breast cancer, thyroid 
cancer, bladder cancer, bone can- 
cer, lung cancer, pancreatic 
cancer, digestive cancer, multi- 
ple myeloma, non-Hodgkin's lym- 
phoma, oral cancer and brain- 
nervous stem cancer. 

b Other insurance'benefits, 
including diseases associated 
with exposure to asbestos and 
beryllium. 

b Enhanced radiation protec- 
tion at the Mound. 

b Employment protection 
through Dec. 31,2005, for current 
workers. The cleanup at the 
Mound is expected to be complete 
in 2005. 

b A worker radiation dose 
study 

Miller said the health coverage 
was a key element of the settle- 
ment. 

"This means any future 
employer will know he will not 
have to pay for dreaded disease 
coverage," he said. 

Former Sen. John Glenn and 
Congressman Tony Hall both 
encouraged the DOE to settle the 
case. 

"Worker safety and health 
must always be top priorities. 

CONTACT Date ~e r~ i&ey 'a t  (937): . . . . .  
2252270 or by e-mail . ' . . . .  
dale~dernpse~coxohio.com ' 
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MOUND: Reuse plan has 
. . . ..' . : 

CONTINUED FROM IF .  

embra& hlMCIC's vision of the future 
park when their goals are simply to;, 
$lean the p1ace.u~ and,&t ' ut a s4~ jc idy  
g d  cheaply a i  possible.? - 9 
,' 'But Grauwelman ~&&$A~cIc has ; 
made substantial progrqs. And the 
Energy Department and Babcock and 
Wilcox have been working closely with 
MMCIC to help it achieve its goals. 

"Generally. I would say we've beaten 
the odds. We've about crested the hill. 
Everyone shares the same vision at this 
point," Grauwelman said.: .,. . I>, .. 

,That's crlticjl tb MplSIc b e y u ~  A.. 
nearly a third of its ambitious. $48.rpil-,. 
lion reuse plan hinges on Department of 
Energy Funds, and an equal amount 
relies on a bit of accounting magic 
called "plan efficiencies." In other 
words, MMCIC is counting on getting 
$15 million worth of work done without 
spending the money. 

An early victory for MMCIC was con- 
vincing the agency to blaze a new trail 
in Defense conversion efforts by trans- 

jferrin~ government-owned land to ori- 
:\;;?teLGi$rsbjp. The property is being 
turned over a piece at a time a$ cleanup 
work is completed. 

That done, MMCIC pressed further: It 
e agency to promise $15 million to 

ish the conversion from a used- 
pons plant to viable industrial g* 

real estate. 
"What we said to DOE was. 'Look. 

you've got a distressed property that the 
market won't accept.' They saved con- 
siderable money in the (cost of) cleanup 
because they're cleaning up to an indus- 
trial standard, not a residential stan- 
dard," Grauwelman said. He said 
MMCIC convinced the agency to let it 
have $15 million from its savings to help 

DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

make it marketable. 
The catch: The Energy Department 

will dole it out $5 million at a time dur- 
ing three years. And MMCIC has to 
match each dollar with money from 
other sources. 

The first step in the compiex process 
took place in March, when the Energy 
Department turned over 12 acres to 
MMCIC ownership. MMCIC has 
rounded up $3 million in federal, state 
and local funds, separate from the 
Energy Department. 

The money will fund improvements to 
Mound Road, a two-lane road that winds 
up a hill along the eastern side of the 

beaten the 
MATC reuse plan 
refunding profile 
19982005 

. . . < 

Private 
City of sector . . . . 
MiamisbYrgr - omer . . . -  

State 
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site, and other projects, including a new 
public access road into the still partially 
guarded site. 

The property transfer is just getting 
started. 

MMCIC is scheduled to get an 18-acre 
parcel this summer that contains a 
large parking lot where MMCIC plans to 
put up a new building. In December, 
MMCIC should get a 100-acre tract of 
mostly undeveloped, tree-covered land 
that Grauwelman calls Mound's "South 
Forty." The organization plans to 
develop the site for high-tech industry 
and sell it off. 

MMCIC's landlord status is just tran- 
sitory, Grauwelman hopes. He said the 
organization is working on a divestiture 
strategy, with the ultimate goal of sell- 
ing it all. , 

But its grand plan relies heavily on 
those so-called "plan efficiencies." A 

.. . 

odds' 
. .. .. 

...:.:a 
.'/d 

! . :*,a . . 
:-*:, 

key part of that is getting the Energy .:..; 
_.Department and Babcock arid Wilcox tp:. _ 

plan their cleanup projects in ways that 
will cut down MMCIC's development .;.:' 
costs. . 'i.?": 

In one project, for example, worke~s',;: 
filled in an excavation with stone, cr&- 
ing a foundation for a parking lot .MIA 
MMCIC plans to put there. In another; a 
building scheduled for decontamination 
was demolished instead because " 

MMCIC planned to remove it anyway;;; 
"That saved us a million bucks," .,...( 

Grauwelman said. ,. . 
, MMCIC will save every,penny. ~ h 6 - y ~  

.h,,,@q&nization has been running on a $1k 
million grant from the Energy Depart+> 
ment, and $6.5 million of that will go .;,: 
into its $48 million reuse plan. 

The plan also projects $6 million fr& 
the state, $2 million from ~iamisburg;"' 
$2 million from the private sector an&!:. 
$1.5 million from "other" sources. . .' 

Those other sources aren't yet iden*: 
fied. Grauwelman said. ~, . . , ,7  

Meanwhile, the organization is tryiri' 
to nurture tenants in the limited spa@$ 
that has been opened for use, and mar::: 
keting manager Jeff Kamphake said :"'. 
about 85 percent of the 200,000 square'''* 
feet available is occupied. Some of the,": 
empty space includes highly specialize$ 
technical facilities, he said. - - ,. : 

' There have been setbacks. For ''::;J 
instance, the site's biggest commercial ' 
employer, Mound Flexible Circuits. :;?' 
folded its 5O.employee operation there ; 
last year. But other businesses are ... 
sprouting, and MMCIC's strategic plag;. 
is showing measurable progress. .-.. 

"Each year for the next three year&:.: 
we've got tangible work, tangible evi-;:r 
dence that this site is being developed"" 
Grauwelman said. "And that's gratifg?!; 
ing." : ..IF.2 

. . -, . . . . . '; ",: 
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FINAL-ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
for the 

. - -  lS.p. GsiT,6N -OF Me"ND PiAfi-TiS- - - 

-- 

"SOUTH PROPERTY" 
and associated 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
and 
FLOODPLAIN STATEMENT OF FINDINGS 
Available in the CERCLA Public Reading. Room, Miamisburg 
Senior Adult Center, 305 Central Avenue. Miamisburg, Ohio, is 
an informational copy of the Final Environmental Assessment 
(EA) for the disposition of Mound Plant's "South Property." The 
EA is part of the U.S. Department, of Energy (DOE) 
decision- making process under the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969, as amended (NEPA). The draft EA was 
made available to the public and other Mound Plant stake- 
holders for review in January 1999, and all comments were 
incorporated in the Final EA. Based on the analyses reported in 
the Final EA, the DOE has determined that the sale of Mound's 

. South Property does not constitute a major Federal action 
significantly affecting the quality of the human environment. 
within the meaning of the NEPA. Therefore, preparation of an 
Environmental.lmpact Statement is not required and a Finding 
of No Significant Impact (FONSI) was issued on June 18. 1999. 
Because a small portion of the South Property lies within the 
100- year floodplain of the Great Miami River, the FONSI 
includes a Floodplain Statement of Finding's (SOF), which must 
be made available for public review at least 15 days before the 
DOE can implement the proposed action (i.e.. sale of the South 
Property). Reviewers of 'the FONSI and Floodplain SOF are 
encouraged to provide written comments to Ms. Sue Srniley. 
NEPA Compliance Officer, at the address below no later than 
July 08. 1999. 

Background Information: The South Property is an un- 
developed parcel of land on the Mound site that has been 
determined to be excess to the DOE's needs. Disposition of 
the property, approximately 123 acres, should reduce some of 
the costs borne by the DOE at the site. The DOE's proposed 
action is to sell the property to the. Miamisburg Mound 
Commilnity Improvement Corporation (MMCIC), a not-for-profit 
corporation established by the City of Miamisburg to redevelop 
and reuse the Mound site, as well as transfer Mound assets for 
reuse.. Any future development of the South Property by 'the 
MMCIC or subsequent land owners would be limited to 
Cndustrial use; as endorsed previously by the local community 
and regulatory agencies. 

Direct comments to: Ms. Sue Smiley 
NEPA Compliance Officer 

. . U.S. Department of Energy 
Ohio Field Office 
P.O. Box 3020 
Miamisburg, OH 45343- 3020 
Phone: (937) 865- 3984 
Facsimile: (937) 865- 4402 
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lmage Industries' subsidiary, Secret lmage 
Scratch & Win Promotions, makes . 

scratch-off advertising specialties. 

Image Industries 
eratches way up 

GEMS! 2 .  .%: 7 ,..: ...,. 

Image Industries, a a . 
Miamisburg commercial 
printer with clients across 
the United States, hopes its 
newest subsidiary, Secret 
Image Scratch & Win Pro- 
motions, will explode with 
new growth. The 30-year-old 
producer of advertising spe- 
cialties says retailers can 
boost sales by handing shop- 

pers scratch-off cards that hold the promise 
of more bargains. i. 

Image .. Industrie 
fine tunes 

b The specialty Cunningham's father, Michael 
J. Cunninaham, is president and 

advertiser now has a unit owner of the company. He pur- 

devoted exclusively to 
scratch-off cards. 

By Jim Bohman 
DAYT~NOAILY NEWS 

~ r o m  the craggy Cold War for- 
tress that now is the Mound 
Advanced Technology Center, 
Inage Industries of Miamisburg 
is scratching its way to success in 
the specialty advertising busi- 
ness. 

Image Industries, a commercial 
printer, has joined other private 
companies in setting up shop in 
facilities that once made triggers 
for atomic bombs and power 
packs,for space probes. 

B6t image Industries, a small, 
30-year-old producer of advertis- 
ing sswialties, hopes its newest 
subsidiary, Secret Image Scratch 
& Win Promotions, will explode 
in new growth. 

The unit produces scratch-off 
advertising cards for various 

retailers, but especially small and 
medium-sized department stores. 

-CTients range from Belk, a South- 
eastern chain of 220 department 
stores, to Freedlanders, a single, 
family-owned store in downtown 
Wooster. 

The scratch- 
off cards are 
similar to spe- 
cialty promo- 
tions used for 
years by soft 
drink bottlers, 
oil companies 
and state lotter- 
ies for instant 
winner games. 

chased the business for $250,000 in 
January-from the other stock- 
holder and co-founder, William J. 
Leyes, who retired. 

Secret Image will be the print- 
ing company's principal sales 
vehicle in the years ahead and the 
cunninghamshave high hopes. 
Their goal is to push annual sales 
to $3 million in three years from 
the current $300;000. 

"Our focus is turn-key 
service,"said Patrick Cunning- 
ham. "We can do everything from 
generating advertising concepts 
to cutting-edge design, preparing 
mailing lists and doing the actual 
mailing. Our competitive advan- 
tage lies in providing those com- 
plete services." He said many 
competitors do only some of the 
jobs. 

The job printing portion of 
Image Industries will continue to 
do general commercial printing, 
including envelopes, letterheads. 
business forms, fliers and news- 
letters. 

Joan Throckmorton. a direct 
marketing consultant in New 
York, said scratch-off promotions 
have been around since the 1960s. 
They are perennial favorites, but 
she hasn't seen a recent surge in 
popularity. 

Throckrnorton said scratch-off 
coupons can be effective. "For 
direct marketing, it's what we 
consider an involvement device." 

She said direct mail advertisers 
like devices that invite a positive 
action by the target audience. "In- 
volvement devices that ask the 
recipient to do something toward 
a purchase,-such as scratch-off 
and see if you won, arouse curios- 
:*-. * *  ILY. 

secre;1mage Scratch & Win 
Promotions produces game cards, 

She said scratch-off devices can 

preferred-customer cards. 
work well, but can be expensive. 

scratch-and-win stickers and 
newspaper inserts. 

"We cater to people who have 
promotional advertising budgets 
of anywhere from $5,000 to 

'i 
$500,000," said Patrick J. Cunning- 
ham, sales director. 
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itrick (Icft) and Mike Cunningham are pushing the scratch off promotions division of their printing business, Image Industries. 

Industries Inc. 

.ADDRESS: 1 Mound Ave.. 
Building 104. Miamisburg 

.BUSINESS: Commercial 
printing, scratch-and-win 
promotions for advertisers 

.OWNER: Mike Cunningham 

.SALES DIRECTOR: Patrick 
J. Cunningham . EMPLOYEES: 7 

.TELEPHONE: 866-3337. 
(888) 872-5746 (FAX) 
866-9502 

As a result. smart marketers first 
conduct tests to measure the 
response. 

Mary Alice Streeter, president 
of Freedlanders department store, 
said they have used scratch-off 
coupons from the Miamisburg 
company for years with consider.- 
able success. 

" I t  brings people in , "  Streeter 
said. "When we do a promotion 
with the cards, certainly we get a 
measurable gain in sales. It works 
just fine." 
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M O U N D  PLANT 
Notice of Public Review Period 

I'he Action Memo~.anduni lor rhe I'lu~on~uni Processing I3uilding (13uilding 38) is 
available for ~ ~ u b l i c  review in-tlir ('I'R(.'I..A I'ublic Reading Kooni. 305 E.  Central - . 

Ave.. ~ i a n l i s b u r g  Ohio. Public conlrnent on this docun~enc will he accepted li-urn .luly 
22. I999 through August 20. 1099. 

Building 38,: Plutonium Processing 

Questions can.be referred to Paul Lucas a1 (937) 865-4578 
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The city of Miamisburg and 
the Miamisburg Mound 
Community Improvement 
Corporation (MMCIC) will host 
local dignita'ries and media 
members at 10:30 a.m. Thursday 
to celebrate two significant 
events: 

The kickoff of a $3.2 mil- 
.'. 

lion capital improvement project 
that includes a major renovation 
of the main entrance to the site, 
construction of interior road- 
ways and parking lots and sig- 
nificant upgrades along Mound 
Road. 

The transfer of the second 
parcel of Mound property, 14.3 

acres, from the U.S. Department - 

of Energy (DOE) to the 
MMCIC. 

Festivities will take place just 
o u t s ~ d e  the main entrance on 
Mound Road, where city, county 
and state officials will provide 
comments and participate in a 
groundbreaking ceremony. 
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Mound 

Construction, deal 
for land celebrated 
By Timothy R. Gaffney 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

The Mound Advanced Technology Center in 
Miamisburg is set to pass two more milestones @ today in its conversion from a nuclear weapons 
plant: breaking ground on a $3.2 million capital ' 

improvements project and transfer of 14.3 acres 
from federal to local ownership. 

Both events are set for 10:30 a.m. today at the 
site's main entrance on Mound Road. The road and 
the entrance are also to be renovated as part of the 
project. 

Michael Grauwelman, president of the Miamis- 
burg Mound Community Improvement Corp., said 
workers will also improve a second entrance, con- 
struct a new roadway across the site to buildings 
that lack public access and upgrade another road 
on the site to qeet state and local standards. 

The project is part of a $48 million plan MMCIC 
has been pursuing to convert the 305-acre site that 
overlooks Miamisburg into a privately owned 
industrial park. 

The capital improvements project is a key part of 
the plan because it will help make the fortress-like 
site more accessible to business owners and cus- 
tomers. 

The project also will prepare a 14.3-acre parcel of 
Mound property for development. The parcel is 

MOUND: 2 more 

CONTINUED FROM 6B 

covered by a parking lot that . 

was built for hundreds of gov- 
ernment contractors who no 
longer work there. 

Grauwelman said the Energy 
Department had planned to . 
transfer the parcel in May, and 
transfer of another hundred 
acres has slipped from this 
December to next spring. But he 
said the process of transferring 
land from federal to local owner- 
ship is "quite complex," and he 
.said the agency has f m e d  up a 
more realistic transfer sched- 
ule. 

The Energy Department 
decided to close the Mound 
plant in 1993. Since then, 

MMCIC has spearheaded efforts 
to convert the site into a pri- 
. vately owned Mound Advanced - 

Technology Center. Some busi- 
nesses there now have sprouted 
from the high-tech talent and 
facilities that supported the 
Energy Department's weapons 
programs. 

The agency has agreed to 
transfer land to MMCIC as it 
finishes cleaning up chemical 
and radioactive contamination. 

' MMCIC is pursuing a $48 mil- 
lion plan to develop the site, 
with a goal of establishing 80 
businesses with more than 2,000 
employees by the year 2010. 
MMCIC's long range goal is to 
sell the property to private 
owners. 

SEE MOUND/SB 
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- Construction project begins at Mound 
tjy S-l.I?Vl; SANDLIN 

h,l:;naging Editor . ~ 

G~ .ound  was b roken  
-l'hursclay on the $3.5 m i l l i on  
c i p i t i ~ l  projec! that wi l l  launch - . - - .- . . - . - - -- - 
thc ~)hysic;rI tra~isforma'tion o f  
the &lounit site froin a nuclear 
\ve:lpons fi~cilit): into a modern 
inilustry and technology park. 

The pro.ject. clubbed the 
i : ;~st<r~ i  ROLII~CI~IT>~ Project. is 
I i ~ u s e t l  on 11121ior improvements 
;II thr. e;lster-n bounda~-y o f  the. 
.:OO ncrs Mound site. including 
I ~ l o u n t l  I<oatl ant1 the m a i n  
crltrxnce :is we l l  as i n t e r i o r  
~.oadways ;uncl parking lots. 

Those assembled at the 
grounclhrcaking ceremony also 
iclebrated the second transfer 
, ) f  Mo~r.iic1 property f rom the 
U.S. Department o f  Energy to 
[ l i e  M iam isbu rg  M o u n d  
(.:ornmirnity Impl-ovement 
(.:orporarinri (MMCIC). A 14.3 
;~c re  pal-ccl \V;IS transferred to 
\ . lk lCIC: [ l ie t'irst parcel was @ :~nsierretl in March. 1999. 

"T l ie \c  art: cer ta in ly  t w o  
111aJor events at the Mound." 
.aid Mike Cirauwelman. presi- 
,lent o f  tlic M M C I C .  "And i t  
iook a frcat deal o f  teamwork 
.tiliI ~ o o r i l i ~ l i ~ t i ~ ~ i  to continue 
;hi \  PI-oJcct which i s  so impor- 
iant to the community." 

"Gocxl things are happening 

OFFICIALS FROM the city, county, state and federal government participate in 
groundbreaking ceremonies at the Mound site. PHOTOS BY STEVE SANDLIN 

at the Mound,' '  said ennl  and you  a l l  should be H a l l ;  Mon tgomery  Count :  
M iam isbu rg  M a y o r  D i c k  proud." Commiss ioner  D o n  1,ucas 
Church Jr. "And the work that is Huntoom said that through- ~ n t h o n y  Whitmore, Gov. Bo! 
being done here is considered a out the process, tlie DOE main .Taft's regional representatit. 
model for deferise conver.sion cor1ccr.n w i l l  cont inue to bc and Robert Hickey o f  thz (1.5 
efforts thl-oughout the country." worker safety. Depar tment  o f  Comrnerc 

Dr. Carolyn Hirntoorn. iissis- "The safety o i  workers i s  Economic  Deve loprne~ i  
tant secretary fo r  D O E  paramount as we move for -  Administration. 
Environmental  Management. ward." she said. "The t u rn i ng  o f  this d i ~  
praised the efforts at tlie Mound Also speaking at the ceremo- marks the beginning o f  the fir: 
srte. ny we1.e Susan Brechbill. man- major physical improvement 

"Your efforts should be an ager o f  thc D O E  Oh io  F ie ld  that wi l l  make this site viable i, 
example for  the ent i re  D O E  OI'fice; State Reprzsentative the marketplace." said Dr. J i ~ i  
complex." she said. "What you Don blotiley: Rick CIurne. rep- Van Tassel. board vice chair 
are doing here is truly phenim- resenting Coi~gressrnan Tony (Cantiriucd on ['age X )  

DR. C.4ROIAYN Huntoom of' the DOE transfers a nor- - - ~~ 

I - - 

tion of' the Mound site to Mikc Grauwelnian, president DR. CAROLYN Huntoom signs over 14.3 acres of thc 
ol'thc MPICIC. Nlouncl site lo ttlc MMCIC. 



Mound ... 
(Continued from page. 1) 

of the MMCIC. "Our goal, over 
the next several years, is to cre- 
ate a new image for the Mound 
Advanced Technology Center as 
a thriving location Tor business 
and industry."- 

Local dfficials have been 
pleased with the broad base of 
support for the Mound redevel- 
opment-effort, as demonstrated 
by the range of funding sources 
for the current project 
- $1,000,000 from the U.S. 
Department of Commerce 
Economic Development 
Administration, $1,13 1,038 
from the MMCIC, $500,000 
from the State Capital Fund, 
$350,000 from the Ohio Public 
Works program, $168,400 from 
Montgomery County's EDIGE 
program and $337,282 from the 
city of Miamisburg. 

The project includes the 
realignment, widening and 
resurfacing of Mound Road, as 

@ well as the addition of a turn 
lane, sidewalks, curbs and gut- 
ters, storm and sanitary sewers, 
street lighting and water lines. 

Also included are improve- 
ments to the main hill'access 
road to this site and various 
parking lots, as well as the con- 
struction of a new cul-de-sac 
road to provide access to two 
buildings already in use by pri- 

va te  businesses, CareNOW of 
Greater Dayton and Thaler 
Machine Company. In addition. 

-- the project will include the 
extension of a sanitary sewer 
line on the western edge of the 
site, allowing -- the eventual con- -- 

nection of Mound to city s y s F  
tems. Henry Jergens Contractor 
Inc. will provide construction 
services for the 12 month pro- 

- - ject. - .  - - - - - - . - - - - - - - -  

"The impact will be dramat- 
ic," said Church. "Mound will 
continue to be an asset to this 
community, a place where busi- 
nesses can prosper and grow." 

In a separate, but related pro- 
ject, the WMCIC is moving for- 
ward with the decentralization of 
utilities and infrastructure that 
service buildings in the project 
area. During Mound's time as a 
defense installation, its facilities 
were served by utilities from a 
central plant. Studies and actual 
experience have shown that this 
configuration creates higher 
operating costs and deters busi- 
nesses from locating on the site. 
A $670,000 decentralization 
project, funded by a DOE 
matching grant, will begin to 
allow Mound businesses to be 
served by conventional utilities. 

"All these projects provide 
tremendous momentum toward 
our vision of redeveloping 
Mound as an industry and tech- 
nology park," said Grauwelman. 
"The current improvements, and 
others we have planned, will 
boost our economic develop- 
ment efforts." 
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William Larson, 4, tries out his new therapeutic tricycle. At left is his mother. Sunny Larson, who is joined by Alan 
Eakle, chairman of Ambility. 

GREENE COUNTY 

Agency 
bicycle therapy 
ArnTrykes offer fun for disabled kids 

a k 



tional tricycle: gives a child freedom of move- . . SEE AMTRYKES/3 

c. 
'L * 
.:. 

By Margo. Rutledge' Kissell meit, helps build shf-esteern and improves 
GREENE c O U N T Y , B U R ~ U  : -. .- . . .  . .  , . .  . . . . . .. coordination while making exercise fun. 

They come in two $izes,,large and small. 
~hGdren.with disabilities offen face the  tatin in^ handle &e at-ached to the 

problem of f ~ g g l e f t . . o ~ t  because they are chain drive as the foot pedals so a child 
unable to jump; @!&idride bicycles with can use his or her hands or feet, 
their pals or siblings:' whichever are stionger, to pro- 

AMTRYKES: Disabled 

But the local chapter of a ' 

nonprofierganizatioq, 1 
M u C s  (Amerim Business 
Clubs), is helping change that. 

- The.organizations&--sion .is- - 
to help people with disabilities 
become more independent. 

At a GreeneBUCs luncheon 
last week, seven therapeutic 
tiicycles were donated'tijpark- 
wood Elementary in Beaver- 
creek, theGreeneview heal . 
School District's preschool pro- 
-gram and.fivechildren ranging . 
in age ftom 4 to 13, who live in 
Beavercreek, Fairborn, Wright- 

kids get mobile 

. .-. 

'It dVe$ a child pel it. Velcro straps secure fed 
to' the pedals, while torso. and 

the ability to get hip safety belts keep the rider 
in the seat;.A-wide wheel base 

. out-on the- - ---and m-irig~rddiEs -- 

sidewalk with vide stability. . . 
Robert Huffman of West Mil- 

ofher children. ton said the AmTrykebas bene- 
fited his 13-year-old'grandson, 

What else-can . pete.,of.Kettering, who has . ~ - - . 

cerebral palsy. Pete . h d  been 
YOU ask for?' using the larger AmTryke for 

about four weeks to strengthen 
ALAN EAKLE, his right arm and leg. 
Amblllty advisory board "This bicycleis ideal for that. , 
member It is a good strength-building ' 

- 

CONTINUED FROM 1 

Patterson.Air Force Base and device that in the handsof ther-b 
Kettering. apists do a lot of kids a lot of good," Huffman 

The red AmTryke, a variation on a tradi- 

said. 
The $500 therapeutic tricycles 

were donated by sponsors that 
include the Miamisburg-based 
Babcock and Wilcox of Ohio, 
Alektronics Inc. of Vandalia and 
the Beavercreek Popcorn Festi- 
val. 

Marilyn Court, director of the 
Beavercreek Parks. Recreation 
and Culture Department and 
city liaison to the festival, said 
organizers used part of the festi- 
val's 1998 proceeds to donate an 
AmTrvke to Parkwood Elemen- 

Beavercreek resident Barb 
Hanna received one for her 10- 
year-old daughter, Alicia, who 
has rubinstein-taybi syndrome, 
a rare genetic syndrome that 
impairs her gross motor skills. 

"She has never been able to 
ride a bicycle. Now that she's 10 
she wants to be more like the 
neighborhood kids. I hope my 
daughter will benefit from it," 
she said. 

Alan Eakle hopes the local 
chapter can give away 10 locally 
this year, but they are i.h need of 
more comorate smnsors. ~ ~ ~ - - - -  

tary a; a way of giving some- Eakle is and owner 
thing back to the community. of Alek Industries of Beaver- 
~estival  organizers purchased 
one'for Shaw Elementary in 
1997. 

"This was a r d  need," she 
said. 

William Larson, .4, of F&-' 
born; who also has cerebral pal- : 

sy, was selected to receive one 
after his preschool teacher at 
Palmer-South Elementary in 
Fairborn, told his mother, Sun- 
ny, how much her son enjoyed 
using one at school. Sunny Lar- 
son is grateful he can now use 
one at home, too, to help him 
strengthen his right q m  and 
leg. 

creek and Alektronics of Vanda- 
lia, and member of the national 
board of Ambility, an advisory 
board within AMBUCs, that 
tries to improve adaptive equip 
ment such as the tricycles. He 
has seen children with no mobil- 
ity come out of their wheel- 
chairs to use the AmTrykes. The 
new-found independence.opens 
up a new world to them, he said. 

"They .light.up. They under-. .--. , 
stand what this meam. It gives a 
child the ability to get out on the 
sidewalk with other children. 

What 'else.can.you ask-for?".he- ... 
said, believing the child reaps 
both therapeutic and social ben- 
efits. 

Gussie Jones, public educa- 
tion specialist for Greene 
Counfy Board of Mental Retar- 
dation and Developmental Dis- 
abilities, said she would like to 
see the Aml'rykes put in every 
school that could make use of it. 

For more information about 
becoming a sponsor call (877) 
ArnTryke or (800)'838-1845.. 
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SEVERAL LOCAL agencies received donations from Babcock .& Wilcox of Ohio. 

BWO donatesfunds to local agencies [ 
Highlighted by a contribution 

for economic development to the 
Miamisburg Mound Community 
Improvement Corporation 
(MMCIC), Babcock & Wilcox 
of Ohio (BWO) distributed over 

.a  $107,000 in funds Thursday. A 

BWO ... 
(Continued from Page 1) 

pleased to make these financial 
contributions to local organiza- 

a tions and to assist in the eco- 
. nomic development that the 
MMCIC has undertaken." said 

- Peyt0n.S. (Sandy) Baker, presi- 
- -  dent and site manager for BWO. 

"The contributions in all cases 
benefit the community and have 
a'positive impact on thousands 
of adults and children who live 
and work here. We also, f&l that 

. supporting economic develop- 
,. ment at the site through MMCIC 

is highly important to the 
. Miamisburg community." 
, . BWO established a Charitable 
Contributions Review Board that 
makes recommendations for 

, contributions from BWO to non- 
profit groups and schools. The 

. recommendations are made to 
t h e .  company. for further 
approvals. The board is made up 

- . of three representatives from the 

total of 22 organizations wire contributions, -BWO has donated: 
also the recipients of community over $148,000 to community; 
contributions from BWO, the organizations in donations and: 
contractor responsible for the sponsorships since Oct. 1, 1997. : 
final cleanup and exit of the "Babcock & Wilcox of Ohio: 
Department of Energy's Mound and McDermott International are; 
Plant in Miamisburg. With these (Continued on Page 7) 

community and includes 
Miamisburg Mayor Dick Church 

. Jr., Mike McCabe and Bobbye 
S weny. . . 

,, The ,largest single contribu- 
tion, directed towards. economic 
development, is being made 'to 

.:the.:MMCIC. A n .  amount of 
$45,.000 was provided to support 
their initiative for commercializ- , 

.ing the Mound facility as  
. cleanup of the,site continues. 

.; Organizations also receiving 

. contributions include AMBUCS, 
I Baum Opera House Association, 

Bishop Leibold School, Building 
Bridges Inc., City of 
Miamisburg, Dayton Falcons 
Basketball Club, .Dayston 
Mohawks Association, 
Miamisburg Experi-Center, 
Historic Miamisburg 
Community -Partnership, 
Jefferson High School, 
Miamisburg Basketball 
Association, -Miamisburg City 
School ~ i s t r i c t ,  Miamisburg 
Education - Foundation, 
Miamisburg Helping Hands, 

Miamisburg High School 
Athletic Department, 
Miamisburg High School Band 
and Guard , Boosters, 
Miamisburg Historical- Society, 
Miamisburg Ministerial 
Association, Miamisburg Youth 
Center. Mission 'of Mercy and 
the West Carrollton Basketball. 
Association. 

In addition to the cash contri- 
butions, BWO coordinated the 
donation of over 300 excess 
Department of Energy items val- 
ued at $1.3 million to  local 
schools, governmenis and non- 
profit organizations. 

Following are the donations 
amounts for each organization 
and what it will help fund: 

AMBUCS - $1,000. This 
contribution will go towards the 
purchase of two specially devel- 
oped tricycles that, are used by. 
handicapped children. Th ' .tricy- 
cles are. operated by arm $ ower 
that allows paralyzed legs to be 
exercised as, much as possible. 



Baum Opera House 
-Associ'ation - $3.000. The Baum 
Opera House donation is ear- 
marked to help lower the debt on 
the purchase of this historic 
building. 

Bishop Leibold School - 
$1,000. This donation goes 
toward the purchase of class- 
room educational equipment for 
students from kindergarten 

- through-the eighth-grader - - - 

Building Bridges Inc. 
- $1,000. Building Bridges is a 
program that provides care and 
treatment to a whole group of 
youth that were formerly 
thought to be unsalvageable. 
Using work therapy, recreation, 
tutoring, volunteer assistance 
and the George Foster Home 
programs, over 270 children are 
safely spared state incarceration 
each year. This donation will go 
towards the organization's oper- 
ating programs. 

City of Miamisburg - 
$6,500. This amount will be 
used to provide support for five 
specific areas within the com- 
munity. Flrst, $2,000 will go in 
support of the annual 
Miamisburg Children's 
Christmas Party, a week-long 
community celebration in 
December. The city's Senior 
Center will be receiving $1,000 
to go towards the Video Club 
that has been organized. The 
Parks and Recreation 
Department will receive $500 
for the updating and reprinting 
of the brochure on Miamisburg's 
Indian Mound State Historical 
Park. Another $2,000 will go to 
the Miamisburg City Beautiful 
Commission for support of the 
anriual awards program within 
the community. And $1,000 will 
go to the Miamisburg Police 
Department's DARE program 
that works with local students on 
drug and violence interdiction. 

Dayton Falcons Basketball 
Club - $1,000. This is another 
minority youth basketball pro- 
gram. Funds will go towards the 
operation ---- of --- the - program. 

Dayton Mohawks 
Association - $1,000. This is a 
minority youth baskeiball pro- 
gram for children between the 
ages of 5 and 14 and the dona- 
tion goes towards operations of 

the program. The organization 
exists to help develop discipline 
among young men and women 
in order to make better lives for 
themselves and others. 

Historic Miamisburg 
Community Partnership 
- $1,000. This donation is to 

-.help support- HMCP in i ts  
attempt to revitalize historic 
facilities within Miamisburg's 
Market Square District. - - - - 

Jefferson High School 
- $8.420. This donation will go 
towards supporting school orien- 
tation programs, perfect atten- 
dance awards, tut6ring pro- 
grams, motivational workshops, 
scholarships, mentoring pro- 
grams with field trips and sup- 
port materials for teacher work- 
shops. 

Miamisburg Basketball 
Association - $1,000. This  
donation will help defray the 
cost of renting gymnasium space 
for games and practices in the 
future. Over 500 boys and girls 
are involved in the program. 

Miamisburg City School 
District - $1,500. This contribu- 
tions goes to the curriculum 
department of the school district 
that is developing a Science and 
Math Materials Center that 
would serve the entire district. 
This donation is the second one 
that is providing seed money to 
start the program. The center 
would provide materials for 
teachers to use hands on. 

Miamisburg Education 
Foundation - $10.000. This is a 
fund that is used by the district 
to supply teachers with grants 
for innovative classroom pro- 
jects for students. With the 
school district expanding rapid- 
ly, this will allow for a larger 
amount of creative projects to be 
funded across the entire district. 

Miamisburg Experi-Center 
- $5,000. This Miarnisburg 
Experi-Center contribution will 
assist the center in continuing to 
provide a variety of science and 
environmental related programs 
for children from all over the 
Miami Valley. 

Miamisburg Helping Hands 
- $3,000. This contribution will 
assist Helping Hands in the pur- 
chase of food and clothing for 
needy families throughout the 

year and also in providing spe- 
cial Thanksgiving and Christmas 
donations. 

Miamisburg High School 
Athletic Department - $5,200. 
This donation would go towards 
the purchase of two special 
weight training machines. 
Members of the high school ath- 
letic teams, physical education 
classes and community fitness 

- -- p r o g r a m s  use-the weight-training 
equipment. 

Miamisburg High School 
Band and Guard Boosters 
- $1,000. A donation of $1,000 - 

will go to this organization to 
support the band and color guard 
at Miamisburg Hinh School for 
travel, uniform and equipment 
purchases. 

Miamisburg Historical 
Society - $4,000. This donation 
is in support or the renovation of 
the Market Square Building for a 
community museum and the 
development and publication of 
materials for a historic walking 
tour of the Miamisburg comrnu- 
ni ty. 

Miamisburg Ministerial 
Association Transient Fund 
- $1,000. This donation goes 
towards the Miamisburg 
Ministerial Association's 
Transient Fund. Money from the 
funds go towards helping indi- 
viduals passing through the 
community that have met unfor- 
tunate circumstances and need 
small financial assistance. 

Miamisburg Youth Center 
- $4,000. The Miamisburg 
Youth Center contribution will 
go towards the continuing opera- 
tion of the center's activities for 
children in Miamisburg's down- 
town area. 

Mission of Mercy - $1,000. 
This downtown Miamisburg 
mission helps support individu- 
als and families who have fallen 
on unfortunate times, providing 
them with clothing and food and 
supporting those less fortunate 
throughout the year. 

West Carrollton Basketball 
Association - $1,000. T h e  
WCBA is a community' based 
youth basketball pr&ram 
involving 500 children of vari- 
ous ages. This donation will help 
defray the cost of renting gym- 
nasium space for games and 
practices. 
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ASHTABULA a Chemi.ca.1 'fire forces 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

ASHTABULA - A chemical 
fire broke out Monday at an RMI 
Sodium Co. plant, forcing the 
evacuation of dozens of nearby 
homes for several hours, fire offi- 
cials said. 

There were no injuries, said 
Jodie Foderetti, a fire dispatcher 
for the Ashtabula Twp. Fire 
Department. The cause was unde- 
termined. 

The fire started after noon at  
the plant in this town about 50 
miles northeast of Cleveland. 

Officials evacuated dozens of 

residences for about two hours 
and set up temporary shelters. 
Sodium can be fatal if it is - . 

inhaled and can burn- the-skin or  ~ - 

eyes. 
 oms ship fire Capt. Sherman 

Werstler said lettingthe fire 
burn was the safest option 
because the building is scheduled 
for demolition. When the fire 
subsided, contractors who had 
been working in-the building 
used rock salt to extinguish it, he 
said. 

A company spokesman did not 
immediately return a phone call. 
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@ The man with -35 years 
!t the plant says the deal 
:loses the door on health 
roblems that may arise. 

2 y y e s  Hills 
;!lYTON DAILY NEWS 

Thanks, but no thanks i s  Ger- 
I lea. Wirth's response to a pro-. 
losed $926,000 to settle a federal 
:lass-action lawsuit that claims 
:urrent and former employees at 

' he Mound in Miamisburg were 
ntentionally exposed to pluto- 
1 ium an& uranium. 

Wirth, who retired in 1990 from 
ile plant that, built detonators 

triggers.for;nu~Jear.wegpons,. 
lled being reassigned from 

!.n area that used plutonium 238 
o make nuclear batteries-for the 
lation's space program. He was 
;ent;to a non-radiation explosives 
xea:after being told his body had '. 
leen exposedto excessive radia- 
ion. 

He also recalled working with 
~Lutonium in a powder formthat, 
:hen;spilled, would spread 
iimughout his work areas. 
~ f t e r  such exposures, Wirth, 

uho.rose from chemist to engi- 
leering manager during 35 
:ears, said he and his co-workers 
\.oyld be told they were "burned 
,uffor the month" and "anybody 
;ley,could lay their hands on:' 
.:as brought in to'do their work. 

Wirth, 66, said he is healthy 
;)day and he does not need a set- 
!enlent. 
But he said that he doesn't 

,.ant to be forever barred from 
,ling a claim if the bone-seeking 
, I  utonium affects his health. 

. ' ~ f  I get. leukemia, the-.whole . 
:::ttlement would not compensate 
;:c alone," he said. "This is a a olw-and-mirrors settlement." 

n fact, Wirth said he wasn't 
/en aware he was a party to the 

'a\ilsuit, filed in 1995.in U.S. 
.:oiu.t iri Dayton, until he 
-cceived a copy of the proposed 
::?ttlement mailed July 29. 

The lawsuit was filed on behalf ' - 

of  more than 1,000 current and 
retired Mound employees and 
their union, the Oil, Chemical & 
Atomic Workers International 
Union. 

Wirth, now a Miamisburg 
attorney, sent a letter Aug. 18 to 
Chief U.S. District Judge Walter 
I<. Rice asking to be removed as a 
plaint iff. 

. He wrote that "all former 
radioactive workers. .-. will be 
forever barred from presenting 
another claim,lawsuit or  other. 
legal proceeding in the future. 
Their excessive.radiation expo- 
sure and potential future health 
problems are summarily ignored 
by this action." 

Wirth and other opponents 
nlay have a champion in Stanley 
Chesley, a Cincinnati attorney 
associated with some of the . 
nation's biggest class-action law- 
suits. 

Chesley said he has met with 
some workers and is concerned 
about some settlement terms. 

"We're inclined to probably. 
represent them," said Chesley, 
who has been associated with the 
$20 million settlement on behalf 
of former Fernald Plant workers, 
the only other class-action suit 
ever settled with the. Department 
of Energy. 

Named as defendants in the 
pending lawsuit are the Mon- 
santo Research Corp., which ran 
the Mound plant from 1948 to 
1988, and EG&G Mound Applied 

' 

Technologies Inc., which left in 
1996. The contractor is now Bab- 
cock & Wilcox. 

.Coluinbus attorney Richard D. 
Schuster, who represents the 
defendants, said his clients had' 
defenses that, iffiled, "would 
basically mean the plaintas  
would get nothing." 

He said the settlement is fair 
and preserves the workers' right 
to file work-related claims under 
the state's worker cbmpensation 
system. 

Terms of the proposed.settle- 
ment include the DOE and defen- 
dants paying up to $926,000 into a 
settlement fund. The fund will be 

distributed to class members 
employed a t  the Mound, after 
payment of up to $16,500 to each 
class representative as an incen- 
tive fee. 

Other provisions include: 
b Life-time radiological occu- 

pational disease insurance cover- 
ing several types of cancer. 
b Other insurance benefits, . 

including diseases associated 
with exposure to asbestos and 
beryllium. 

b Enhanced radiation protec- 
tion at the Mound. 

b Employment protection 
through Dec. 31,2005, for current 
workers. The cleanup at the 
Mound is expected to be complete 
in 2005. 

b A worker radiation dose 
study. 

Rice has scheduled a Sept. 24 
hearing to consider the settle 
ment. 

.CONTACT Wes Hills at 2252261 or e 
mall h ~ m  at wes~h~lls@coxoh~o.com 

Dayton Daily News 
Dayton, OH 
(S=230,000, D=180,000) 
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settlement 
contested 
Radiation exposure 
court objection filed 
The Associated Press 

DAYTON - Numerous releas- 
e? of highly radioactive plutoni- 
ym inside a building a t  the 
Mound nuclear weapons plant in 
Miamisburg make the federal 
government's proposed settle- 
ment of a radiation-exposure 
lawsuit filed by workers seem 
.inadequate, a former employee 
says. - ."The number of radioactive 
releases from the glove .boxes 
were so frequent that all employ- 
ees wore respirators around their 
neck for emergency protection," 
said Gerald Wirth, who worked 
a t  Mound as a chemist and engi- 
neer between 1956 and 1990. 
. Wirth filed an objection Friday 
in U.S. District Court to the pro- 
posed settlement, announced 
June 10 by the U.S. Department 
of Energy. The settlement admits 
no wrongdoing. 

Twelve workers and the Oil, 
Chemical & Atomic Workers 
union, which represented Mound 
workers, sued in August 1995. 
They alleged that employees were 
exposed to dangerous radiation 
but not told about it for years. 
- The department agreed to pay 
lifetime health insurance cover- 
age for as  many as 1,800 current 
and former workers a t  the plant, 
about 10 miles south of Dayton. 

But Wirth, who is now an  attor- 
ney, called it a "smoke-and-mir- 
rorsn settlement. He said i t  would 
only amount to $926,000. 

"The entire settlement of 
$926,000 would not begin to pay 
for the medical expenses of a sin- 
gle worker experiencing a work-. 
related cancer or illness in the @ future." Wirth said. 

He said the settlement would bar 
workers from filing another claim ' 
or lawsuit, and he asked to be 
removed as a plaintiff in the case. 

Attorney Richard Schuster, who 
represents the Energy Depart- 
ment in the case, said the 

- $ 9 2 6 ; 0 0 0 r e p r ~ e i i t s ~ l u m p ~ s u m ~  
payments to active workers and is 
only a part of the settlement. He 
said the settlement is filled with 
health and safety provisions that 

-amount to millions of dollars. _ _ _ _ _  - - 
' "I would characterize this as  a 
h i r  settlement of this litigation," 
Schuster said. 
--Judge Walter Rlce, who must 
approve the settlement, has set a 
hearing for next month. 
-The plant, which began opera- 
tipns in 1948, made triggers and 
detonators for nuclear weapons 
&ti1 production. was halted sev- 
efal years ago. The plant still 
ijroduces plutonium batteries for 
spate probes, but the primary 
Sctivity at  the 306-acre site is the 
deanup of radioactive and haz- 
$rdous wastes. 



Paving the w a y  forMoundls fu tu re  
-- 

The previously announced $3.2 million 
capital improvement project that ~ 1 1  
launch the physical transformation of the 
Mound facility from a federal government 
installation into a modern industrial and 
technology park is underway. A 
groundbreaking ceremony on Aug. 5 
served as the official kickoff of construc- 
tion activities. 

This construction project is focused on 
major improvements at the eastern 
boundary of the 306-acre Mound site, 
including Mound Road and the main 
entrance, as well as interior roadways and 
parking lots. It features broad-based 
funding support provided by local, 
County. State and federal sources. 

"The turning of this dirt marks the 
beginning of the first major physical 
inlprovements that will make this site 
viable in the marketplace." said 
Miamisburg Mound Community 
Improvement Corporation (MMCIC) 
Board Vice Chairman Dr. Jim VanTassel. 
"Our goal over the next several years is to 

create a new image for the Mound 
Advanced Technology Center as a thriving 
location for business and industry." 

Sections ofMound Road between Sixth 
Street and the entrance to Mound Park 
will be closed to through traffic during the 
12-month construction phase. The  
roadway will be realigned, widened and 
resurfaced as part of the project, but local 
traffic, including visitors to the Mound 
GolfCourse and Mound Park, will be 
maintained throughout. 

Mound Notes 

Also announced at the Aug. 5 
groundbreaking ceremony was the 
transfer of a second parcel of Mound 
property from the federal government to 
the MMCIC. The 14.3-acre parcel is 
comprised of the large lower parking lot, 
where a commercial building is planned 
for the future. 

Susan Brechbill this summer was 
appointed as director of the U.S. 
Department of  Energy's (DOE) Ohio 

Field Oftice, which operates from the 
Mound site. She succeeds Leah Dever, 
who was transferred to the D O E  facility 
in Oak k d g e ,  Tenn. 

Ohio Gov. Bob Taft called Mound a 
"model cleanup for the State and . 
across the 
country," on 
his first tour of 
the site'in 
June. The 
Governor's 
visit is 
chronicled in a 
cable program 
airing on 
channel 10 of 
the Time C o v .  ~ 2 %  learncd 
Warner first-hand abolrt some oJ 
system. Check [he Irigll-tech capabiliries 

program businesses operating a! rlte 
listings for Mound Advanced 

dates and Technology Center. 

times. 
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Mound settlement 
opposed 

. . . - 

Hundreds of current or 
former workers call the 
lawsuit agreement unfair 
and lacking in coverage. 

By Wes Hills 
DAYTON DAILY NEWS 

Approximately 600 current and 
former employees of the Mound 
plant in Miamisburg have asked 
Chief U.S. District Judge Walter 
H. Rice not to approve a proposed 
$926,000 settlement of a class- 
action lawsuit. 

They describe the settlement as 
"unfair, inadequate and unrea- 
sonable." 

Rice has scheduled a Sept. 24 
hearing to consider the settle- 
ment of the 1995 lawsuit against 
the Monsanto Research Corp., 
which ran the Mound plant from 
1948 to 1988, and EG&G Mound 
applied Technologies Inc., which . 
operated it until 1997. 

The Mound plant was once part 
of the country's nuclear weapons 
manufacturhig system, building 
detonators and triggers for the 
weapons. It was owned by the 
Department of Energy. but oper- 
ated by private contractors. 

Under the proposed settlement, 
the DOE and the defendants 
would pay up to $926,000 into a 
settlement fund that would be 
distributed to class members 
employed at the Mound. after 
payment of up to $16.500 to each 
class representative. 

Among other provisions, the 
settlement also offers life-time 
radiological occupational disease 
insurance covering several types 
of cancer and other insurance 
benefits to diseases associated 
with exposure to asbestos and 
beryllium. 

But an attorney for the work- 
ers who object to the proposal 
argues the settlement would ben- 
efit only a few class members 
while relinquishing the rights of 
many other workers and their 
families to recover damages 
against the Department of 
Energy and the plant operators. 

"Only 12 of those workers have. 
participated in this lawsuit," yet 
it will apply to several thousand 
people who worked there, said 
attorney Louise M. Roselle with 
the Cincinnati law fm of Waite, 
Schneider, Bayles & Chesley. 

She said other inadequacies of 
the settlement include: 
b Health insurance coverage 

for "specified radiogenic can- 
cers" is available only to workers 
who lack other insurance or 
Medicare and is only guaranteed 
for three years. 

b Cash payments are available 
only to workers at the Mound as 
of March 1997(excluding manag- 
ers and supervisors) and mem- 
bers of two unions. 

b Families of deceased work- 
ers receive "nothing substantive 
from the proposed settlement 
despite relinquishing aLl rights." 

Roselle claims the settlement 
was reached before a required 
motion for class certification was 
filed and prior to substantive 
research into the workers' poten- 
tial claims. 

She said Mound workers were 
exposed to nine radioactive mate- 
rials while performing nuclear 
weapons research, development 
and production. 

"The plant operators also 
exposed workers to a'myriadof 
toxic and hazardous chemicals, 
including but not limited to 
beryllium arid asbestos," she 
states. 

Roselle claims the Mound's 
records indicate many exposures 
were not measured and,it may 
never be known "the true radia- 
tion doses that workers 
received." 
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Over 600 
Thursday, Sept. 5, 1999 

opposing .. . 

settlement 
:I:. . 

. . 

TH'e Associated Press 

DAYTON - More than 600 
current and former workers a t  
the Mound nuclear weapons 
plant oppose the federal govern- 
ment's proposed settlement of a 
radiation-exposure lawsuit, a n  
attorney said Wednesday. 

'The settlement just isn't accept- 
able as it is now written," said attor- 
ney Louise Roselle, criticizing it as 
bbth unfair and too "meager." She 
filed an objection to the settlement 
on behalf of the workers with U.S. 
District Court Judge Walter Rice. 

The plant, located in Miamis- 
buEg about 10 miles south of 
Dayton, built triggers for nuclear 
weapons until the early 1990s. 
Cleanup of radioactive and haz- 
ardous pas te  is now the primary 
a~tivi ty a t  the 306-acre site. 

Ip 1995, 12 workers sued Mon- 
s a ~ t o  Research Corp. and EG&G 
Mound Applied Technologies Inc., 
the companies that  operated 
Mound for the U.S. Department 
of Energy from 1948 to 1997. The 
wqrkers alleged they were 
exposed to dangerous radiation 
but not told about it for years. 

In June, the Energy Depart- 
ment annobnced a proposed set- 
tlement, but admitted no wrong- 
doing. The department agreed to 

- provide health insurance cover- 
age for current and former work- 
ers and to also pay $926,000. 

Roselle said workers were enti- 
tled to more compensation 
bscause plant operators know- 
ingly exposed them to radiation 
above legal limits. 

::That's not true," said Richard 
Schuster, attorney for the plant 
operators. "That is not borne out 
by the history of the plant and 
the documentation." 

Schuster said many of those 
objecting simply signed petitions 
and may not be aware of the 
specifics of the settlement. 

"The terms of this settlement, I 
think, are very fair," he said. 

Jane Greenwalt, spokeswoman 
for the Energy Department's Ohio 
field ofice, said shecould not com- 
ment on pending litigation. 

Roselle said that as many as 6,000 
people worked at  Mound over the 
years and that many 0f.tl-1- and 
their farmlies wouldn't be eligible for 
any benefits under the settlement. 
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Nuclear plant deal 
doesn't offer enough, 
many at Mound say 
BY BEN L. KAUFMAN 
The Cincinnati Enquirer 

Four years after they sued opera- 
tors of the Mound nuclear weapons 
plant in Miamisburg, Ohio, many 
workers are opposing the proposed 
settlement. 

More than 6 0 0  - about  1 0  
percent of those covered by the ac- 
cord - complain the deal would 
enrich too few and do too little for too 
many. 

They want a more generous set- 
tlement or the freedom to sue on 
their own. 

Lawyers representing the objec- 
tors plan to press their case on Sept. 
24, when U.S. District Judge Walter 
H. Rice in Dayton examines the fair- 
ness of the settlement. 

The 1995 class action says compa- 
ny officials intentionally overexposed 
possibly 6,000 workers to deadly plu- 
tonium and other radioactive materi- 
als and hid the risks for decades. 

Babcock & Wilcox of Ohio, which 
manages Mound now, is not a defen- 
dant. 

The suit names Monsanto Re- 
search Corp., which ran the facility 
from 1948 to 1988, and its immediate 
successor ,  EG&G Mound Applied 
Technologies Inc. 

The facility is a U.S. Department 
of Energy plant, and DOE is the 
primary player in most of the changes 
promised in the settlement: 

b Up to $200,000 for three years of 
primary health insurance for uninsured 
workers suffering speafic jobrelated 
health conditions and a promise to seek 
more fundq from Congress. 
b A promise t o  support workers' 

compensation claims for the lung dis- 
eases berylliosis and asbestosis. 

b Enhanced radiation monitoring 
and better estimates of employees' 
past exposures. 

b An independent expert's assess- 
ment of Mound safety practices. 

opposed 

b $926,000 t o  be divided among 
current Mound employees after 12 
original plaintiffs in -the - class action 
receive incentive fees up to $16,500. 

b $180,000 for attorney fees. 
Last week, Reuben Guttman, lead 

attorney for the class action, was 
proudest of the "fundamentally im- 
portant" first two pledges. 

Objections were filed recently by 
attorneys Louise M. Roselle and Paul 
M. DeMarco of Stanley M. Chesley's 
Cincinnati law firm. 

Rather than mandatory participa- 
tion in what they say is an inadequate 
settlement, objectors want an oppor- 
tunity .to opt out and sue on their 
own. They also complain that the 
accord would bar them from suing 
firms involved at.Mound who are not 
defendants in the class action. 

Defendants  want a mandatory 
class - everyone who might ever 

. . 

'The health i'nsurince is the::.. 
best thing in this propogd ' .;. 

settlement but not as it. .;'- '...: 

standr now. The health in-( . :  

surance should and.must be.;. 
totally LIFETIME and not.,. 
just for the next three . ykars;' . .  - . ' 

- Retiree Robert L..Ftyan,'] 
of Ross Township; writing: .- 

to Judge Walter . . HiRice ..: 
. . . .  . 

. . . . 

sue over the same issues - to. end 
the litigation and attendant costs. 

The  class action was filed. on. be- 
half of past and current employees.. 
and representatives of the Oil, Chemi- 
cal & Atomic Workers International 
Union who spent time at  Mound. 

Union policy analyst Richard :D.. 
Miller said the settlement was-worth 
more than $ I 2  million, including the 
estimated $1.3 million c a s h .  outlay 
and in-kind contributions by D O E .  
"From our point of view; it's . a huge . 

accomplishment." . ' . . . . 
Mr. Miller agreed, that. ~d.&r$~s:;. 

could refuse to  fund healthinsiirance 
after three years, but, "politically;it's~ 
going to be very tough for the ego.-. 
delegation to walk away fr0.m. it.".. .. 

In addition t o  research .and 'dev&l-,' 
opment, Mound made trigggrs ...all& 
detonators for nuclear weapons . at ' the . . .  - 
306-acre facility. , - 

The complaint a t  ~ 6 y 1 d  f6110v$. 
..'one- against NLO Inc., the company 
' that  managed the government's for- 

- me.r F e r n a l d  uranium processing 
-.plant in northwest Hamilton County. 
. focmore than 3 0  years. 

::"Represented by Mr. Chesley and 
big: colleagues, - current and former 

. Femald .workers won about $20 mil- 
lion, largely for lifelong medical nioni- 
toring and compensation for anxiety 

.:.caused by ' revelations of radiation 
risks and fears of cancers. 
:'-. . T h t  accord didn ' t  r e q u i r e  
NLOIDOE to support workers' comp 
'claims. Rather, it barred DOEINLO 
from opposing claims cleared by a 
court-approved panel of physicians. 

-. However, no money was paid for 
health insurance or treatment of ill- 
nesses blamed on exposures at Fer- 
riald. 
i Mr. Guttrnan said his clients' re- 
sponse t o  medical monitoring was "big 
deal." If they are suffering work-relat- 
ed illnesses, they want health insurance 
arid care, not more data, he said; 
;. "The health insurance is the best 
thing in this proposed settlement, but 
.not as it stands now," retiree Robert' 
L. ..Ryan of Hamilton-New London 

:,:Road inRoss  Township wrote t o  the 
j judge: "The health insurance should 
-.an.d must be totally LIFETIME and 
not-just for the next three years." 

' : . Mr.. Ryan said he was exposed to 
.more than a lifetime allowed dose of 
-$lutoniuy and assigned to work with 
@her ridioactive materials for years 
#though his media! records indicated 

::".thai further exposure was prohibited. 



Ross Twp. man. urges judge 
to consider way test handled 

. - 
BY BEN L. KAUFMAN radiation 'in a plutonium accident in 

1964 and was transferred to  a build- The Cincinnati Enquirer' 
ing where a similar exposure was 

-. . - - . - . - A Robert-L.- Ryanwondered-whether - udik31y. ~ h ~ ~ ~ ; - b ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  he -wakex- - -.. ~ ~ - -- 

his exposure to potentially deadly posed to different radiation. 
plutonium at  Mound Laboratory in 
Miamisburg was linked t o  his wifeBs 1" 'he same way, management was 
life-threatening blood disorder 1 6  less than candid about his wife's urine 
years later. test results in 1980, Mi. Ryan wrote: 

. . 
Because- her doctor was unsure, managers said it was switched with 

the Ross Township resident wrote in another employee's- urine or  contami- 
a court document, "I submitted my nated-in the lab. 

wife's urine in place of mine to deter- Finally, Mr. Ryan said, managers 
mine if her urine was contaminated. admitted his wife's urine was not 

u ~ b o u t  one month later, I re- tested and his previous test result 
ciived the results. My wife's urine Was reported as  the current analysis 
matched my urine results exactly." to Save time and money. 

That was frightening. His wife Mr. Ryan objects to the settle- i 
hadn't worked at  the government ment, saying it does not Protect 
weapons plant near Dayton. workers adequately o r  assure them of 

Mr. Ryan's story was part of the lifetime primary health care insur- 
package presented to U.S. District ance. 
Judge Walter H. Rice- by workers Reject it and order a broader rep- 
objecting to a proposed settlement i n  resentation at'new settlement negoti- 
a class action that workers brought ations, Mr. Ryan urged Judge Rice. 
against former Mound managers. "This is the only fair way to treat the 

Mr. Ryan said he inhaled 150 people who may have given their lives 
percent of the allowed lifetime alpha to win the Cold War." 
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Judge. mulls proposal 
for Mound settlement 
The Associated Press 

DAYTON - The proposed set- 
tlement of a radiation-exposure 
lawsuit -that could affect thou- 
sands who worked a t  the 
Mound nuclear weapons plant 
was passed to a federal judge 
Friday. 

Former opera'tors of the plant 
and a group of workers who filed 
the lawsuit asked U.S. District 
Court Judge Walter Rice to 
approve the settlement. The deal 
would provide health insurance 
coverage for workers and retirees 
who have cancers from radiation 
exposure not covered by insur- 
ance or Medicare. 

Richard Schuster, attorney for. 
former plant operators Monsanto ' 
Research Corp. and EG&G 
Applied Technologies Inc., called 
the settlement-a "breakthrough."'.' 

"It brings with it swift and cer-- 
tain benefits," said Schuster. 

The U.S. Department of Energy 
announced the proposed settle- 
ment in June but admitted no 
wrongdoing. 

In addition to insurance, the 
department agreed to pay 
$926,000 to approximately 800 
current plant workers. The ,  
money would be distributed after.. 
the 12 workers who filed the law- 
suit received payments of up to 
$16,500 each. 
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Mound settlement , 

By Wes Hills 
DAYTON M Y  NEWS 

~ 

&fore a standing-&manly crowd in 
federal court Friday, Mark Lerman 
asked if his potential need for anorgan 
transplant would be covered under a . 
health jnsgce.plan in the proposed . 

settlement of a class-action lawsuit 
regarding radiation exposure at the 
Mound plant in Miamisburg. 

&rman, 42, a foriner airconditioning 
mechanic who had parts of his stom- 
ach; small intestine and pancreas 
removed because of a tumor, said such 
an operation could cost $300,000 and 
Medicare would cover only 80 percent. 

"He's never going to work again," 
Lerman's attorney, Vincent Popp, told 
Chief U.S. District Judge Walter H. 
Rice. 

But Lerman got no comfort in the 
proposed agreement. 

He was told he would not be covered 
for two reasons -he already has medi- 
cal insurance (Medicare) and his 

tumor was not cancerous. 
The ingmnce plan covers only 

known iadiation-related-cancers-and - - -- 
diseases associated with exposure to 
asbestos and.beryllium. 
After a daylong hearing in the packed 

courtroom, Rice said he will decide by 
Oct 20 whether to a ~ p t  t$e proposed 
settlement. 

Ifhe rejects it, Rice said he will try to 
have the matter mediated before it goes 
to litigation, which could consume 
several years. 

Reuben Guttman, an attorney forthe 
plaintiffs, spoke in favor of the settle- 
ment of the lawsuit filed in 1995 against 
the Monsanto Research Corp., which 
ran the Mound plant from 1948 to 1988, 
and EG&G Mowid Applied Technolo- 
gies hc., which operated it until 1997. 
The Mound plant was once part of the 
country's nuclear weapons manufac- 
turing system, building detonators and 
triggers for the weapons. 

SEE MOUND/PB 

MOUND: Federal judge to decide 
CONTINUED FROM 10 

"I personally believe our govern- 
ment owes them more than they're 
getting." Guttman said. But he added, 
"What's been achieved is quite 
remarkable." , 

He noted that the U.S. Department 
of Energy (DOE) has agreed to pay $6 
million to study workers' radiation 
exposure, which will help them in 
obtain workers compensation if they 
suffer a radiation-related illness. 

And a worker who gets a radiation- 
related cancer would not have to 
prove it was work-related to be cov- 
ered by health insurance, Guttman 
said. 

He said it also includes hiring pref- 
erences for existing workers, an 
improved radiation safety program at 
the plant and a $926,000 settlement 
fund. 

Richard D. Schuster, an attorney for 
the defendants, said the sefflement 
represents "a breakthrough" and pro- 
vides benefits the plaintiffs could ' 

have never obtained from a jury or 
court order. 

Schuster emphasized they are being 
offered these benefits despite "very 
significant legal defenses" the defen- 
dants can raise ifthe case is litigated. 

Schuster noted, for example, that 
the government permitted higher 
radiation exposures in the past than 
today and.there is "no proof the stan- 
dards were violated." 

He also noted that almost every 
claim in the lawsuit is eliminated 
because the employees are covered by 
workers compens8tion. 

But Terry Goodman, an attorney for 
about 700 people opposed to the seffle- 
ment, told Rice that it is "null and 
void" because not all categories of 
plaintiffs were represented.. 

"Not one class representative was a 
salaried worker," Goodman said, not- 
ing that such workers make up about 
75 percent of the 5,000 to 6,000 c ~ e n t  
and former workers covered by the 
settlement. 

Louise M. Roselle, another attorney 
for those objecting to the sefflement, 
said the major issue is "taking away 
common law rights in a lawsuit they 
were not a party to." 

Many of those'covered by the seffle- 
ment contend that they didn't hear 
about it until after it was negotiated 
and that it offers them almost nothing 
while removing their right to sue in 
the future. 

Another sticking point, Roselle 

said, is that there no guarantee the 
DOE will fun$, beyond three years, 
the promised health insurance for ' 

workers not covered by other plans. 
"We simply don't trust the Depart- 

ment of Energy," Roselle said. 
R.P. Detwiler, an attorney for the 

DOE, told Rice that that while no gov- 
ernment agency can obligate Con- 
gress to future funding, the obligation 
to fund the settlement carries "an 
extremely high priority" with his 
agency that, if ignored, might be 
enforced by a .court. 

Roselle's other objections include: 
b Only workers (other than supervi- 
sors.or managers) and union mem- 
bers at the plant in March 1997 
receive cash payments. 
b Only current workers receive the 
various radiological protection 
improvements. 
b Deceased workers' families receive 
nothing. 
"I am sure that if they were getting a 

good health insurance plan," Roselle 
told Rice, "the rest of the problems 
could be worked out." 

~COHTACT Wes Hills at 2252261 or email 
him at wes~hills~oxohio.com 



Officials aren't . . -sure how deadly Piketon 
shi~ments were .. 

By Jonathen WsMnd 
Dirpatch Washingrun Bureau 

WASHINGTON - After initially insisting 
that less than an ounce of deadly plutonium 
went to southern Ohio's uranium enrichment 
plant, federal officials- now admit they don't 
know the exact contents o f  some 200 ship- 
ments of radioactive-material to the facility. 

Newly unveiled records show that plutoni- ' 

um-laced uranium .might have flowed to the 
Piketon facility'from as far away as Europe, 
said David '~ichaels, assistant secretary of en- 
ergy for environment, safety and health. Where 
the rest- of the 200 shipments came from; or 
precisely how dangerous the material was, has 
not been determined. 

However, a series of reports examined by The 
Dispatch indicate that federal officials knew about 
contamination problems at Piketon decades ago. 
And now workers are corning forward to say that 
for years they were intimidated - even threatened 
with psychiatric examinations - to keep from 
mentioning safety concerns 

The Energy Department's investigatiofi into 
what level of contaminated materials flowed 
into the Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant 
will include a massive "paper chase" starting 
this fall and jnterviews that will begin by early 
January, said Michaels, who plans to visit 
southern Ohio in about a month. 

On 'fiday, Michaels told Sen. George V. 
Voinovich, R-Ohio, that he plans to hold a pub- 
lic meeting-during- the visit to take questions 
about what went on at Piketon. Voinovich said 
he will be at that session. 

Federal officials. don't know how many 
workers were exposed to radiation and what 
type of radioactive material they encountered. 
over the past four decades, Michaels said 

Cail' Hartley, a 25year employee at the 
Piketon plant who knows at least six cework-. 
ers suffering from various forms of cancer, 
said many feel betrayed. 

"We were being lied to by the government," he 
said. "We're real upset" 

Please see PIKETON P&ge 3A 

Hartley attributes much of the lack of informa- 
tion today to decades of Cold War secrecy - 
which included former plant managers intirnidat- 
ing any employee who raised safety or health con- 
cerns. 
. ; Conditions at the plant - run since 1993 by a 
fe$ral corporation called USEC that was priva- 
tized last year - have improved dramatically over 
@ast decade, Hartley said 
:+But for years the only protection against clouds 
$@dioactive dust and smoke was an essentially 
&.?less World War II gas mask, he said. Workers 
W k e d  whatever they picked up into eating areas 
$ud even Into their homes because they wore the 
s$ne shoes and clothes in and out of the plant 
::"Any employee in the early years who filed a 
gafety complaint, they sent you off for psychiatric 
evaluation," Hartley w d  "If you continued to 
complain you would lose your job and pension. It 
pas implied they might even have you locked up." 

As recently as the fall of 1989, Piketon workers 
ioutinely ate, drank and smoked in "contaminated 
$mas," according to a 1990 Energy Department 
 port examining conditions there. The report, 
+d similar ones probing more than 100 Energy 
D e p m e n t  facilities, was ordered by former Sec- 
$9 of Energy James D. Watkins as part of his 
@&&ve to strengthen department ovexsight 
L* 1980, a General Accounting Office report 
@pd  even more serious problems. For instance, 
g e t  management knew in 1978 "that one area of 
a:!uilding was highly contaminated" but took no 
&$ion to warn workers or clean up the contamina- 
Qon for more than a year, the report said - i However, even those critical reports didn't dis- 

the fact that during the 1950s, 1960s and 
19705, the Piketon plant housed an operation that 
converted spent nuclear reactor fuel back into 
enriched uranium so it could be used again as 
nuclear fuel. Contained in that spent-reactor fuel 
was deadly plutonium and related materials 
- Plutonium is thousands of times more radioac- 
tive than uranium; even a millionth of ounce 
can cause cancer. 

According to a 1977 report by former Piketon 
contractor Goodyear Atomic Corp., obtained by 
southern Ohio activist V i a  Collins, there was an 
April 2, 1977, release in the coversion plant of 
r&rborne ern&iionsW that 'resulted in the internal 
radioactive contamination of six persons." 

The .conversion plant was closed about 1978 
b.gcause of radiation leaks, but workers and the 



Chrls Russell / Dispatch 

Union official Carl Hartley said operators of the War security to lie to workers about hazardous 
Portsmouth baseous Diffusion Plant used Cold materials and intimidate them if they complained. 

public knew little about the operation until The 
Dzspatch reported its existence earlier this month. 
The Washington Post initially disclosed a similar 
- and perhaps larger - reactor conversion oper- 
ation at Piketon's sister plant in Paducah, Ky. 

Indeed, documents filed by USEC with the Nu- 
clear Regulatory Commission, which took over 
oversight of enrichment operations when the 
plant was p r i d e d ,  barely mention the aban- 
doned conversion plant 

Those documents do note that the plant was 
housed in a closed-off section of a building that is 
still in uie. Meanwhile, "the old oxide conversion 
equipment is abandoned in place," one document 
said 

So now workers such as Hartley, a myear-old 
who wonders whether he, too, will someday suffer 
health problems, want to know just what they 
were expc6ed to over the years. 

More important, since gauging exactly what 
they encountered decades ago might be impossi- 
ble, they want the govemment to promise them 
compensation for any resulting health problems, 
H d e y  said 

Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson already 
has propoGd a "pilot project" to compensate Pa- 
ducah workers, and the investigation there is 

further' along. Energy Department officials said 
Paducah workers handled about 100,000 tons of 
p h l t o ~ ~ - h e d  urani~m 

However, Ohio lawmakers have vowed to 
amend that proposal to include Piketon before the 
program is approved by Congress. 

The Piketon and Paducah plants aren't the only 
Ohio sites that apparently received at least some 
plutonium-laced uranium shipments. 

The Fernald plant near Cincinnati, infamous 
for years because of radiation exposure problems, 
was a recipient as well, accordmg to govenunent 
records. 

So too was a small plant in Ashtabula, Ohio, 
owned by the RMI Company, which converted 
uranium metal from one shape to another. In Ten- 
nessee, the former Oak Ridge enrichment plant 
also received some of the material. 

Michaels said a nationwide Energy Department 
investigation is trying to get to the bottom of what. 
con tarninated m a t e m  went where. 

He said s e v e . ~  factors contributed to incidents 
like the flawed reactor recycling program: the 
need for Cold War secrecy; the belief that national 
security was pararnounc and the feeling by some 
of the officials in charge back then that radiation 
expame wasn't all that dangerous. 
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Energy lab target 
. . - - - - 

- of investigation - 

MARION -Army investigators 
and U.S. Sen. Mike DeWine are ask- 
ing the Department of Energy to 
lead an enviropmental investiga- 
tion into the site of a postwar 
Atomic Energy Commission labora- 
tory. 

The Energy Department's possi- 
ble involvement has evolved from 
an ongoing investigation of former 
military sites in Marion County. 

The investigation was triggered 
by a health study that showed a 
higher-thanexpected number of 
leukemia cases among graduates of 
River Valley High School. No cause 
has been found. 
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Mound product takes licking, still ticking 
Craft survives brush 
with moon of Jupiter 

.. . - -- 

-MIAMISBURG - Launched a 
decade ago, the Galileo spacecraft 
and its locally built nuclear gener- 
ators survived their riskiest 
moment yet Monday in the space- 
craft's mission around Jupiter. 

Galileo passed within 380 miles 
of 10, Jupiter's innermost large 
moon, just after 1 a.m. Monday, 
braving a region of such intense 
radiation that mission controllers 
feared the craft might not survive. 

No problems were reported, 
however. t 

It was good news for Gary Mor- 
ris, project manager for isotope 
power systems at the Mound plant 
in Miamisburg. The, Department 

of Energy Plant, operated by con- 
tractor Babcock and Wilcox of 
Ohio, is where Galileo's nuclear 
generators were assembled, fueled 
and tested in the early 1980s. 

Morris said his program's work 
on Galileo is long since finished, 
but he and others still follow the 
mission on the Internet and in 
news reports. 

"As long as we're getting pic- 
tures and signals back, it says the 
RTGs (radioisotopic thermoelec- 
tric generators) are doing their 
jobs," Morris said Monday. 

RTGs convert the heat from 
decaying plutonium fuel into elec- 
tricity. Space probes to the outer 
solar system use RTGs because 
their missions are too long for bat- 
teries and are too far from the sun 
for solar cells to be effective. 

The $1.5 billion spacecraft was 
launched in 1989 and reached Jupi- 
ter in 1995. It completed its 

Please see GALILEO/SA 

GALILEO: Miamisburg's lrnks 
Continued from Page 1A 

primary mission in 1997, but the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in Pasade- 
na,Calif.. has been operating it for 
NASA on an extended mission that 
runs out in January. 

Monday afternoon, JPL spokes- 
woman Jane Plqtt. said the space 
cr3tiftas still fu~ictioning. 

"It's still talking to (mission con- 
trollers,)" she said. "They worked 
around the radiation and made 
some science observations." 

lo interests scientists because it 
is the most volcanically active body 
in the solar system, but Jupiter's 
powerful magnetic fields bathe the 
satellite in radiation that can 

interfere with sensors and damage 
electronics. 

Back o n  earth, Morris' program 
at Mound has survived periodic 
attempts by the Energy Department 
to relocate .it- from the Mound. 
which is being converted to a high- 
tech industry park. 

Morris said ,the Energy Depart- 
ment recently decided to keep the 
RTG program at Mound and plans 
to build new RTG facilities there. 
NASA is working on plans for space 
probes to Pluto and one to study 
Jupiter's moon Europa. Morris said 
both would use RTGs. 

)Contact Timothy R. Gaffney at 
225-2390 or e-mail him at 
timothy~qaffney@coxohio.com ' 

NASAIASSDCIATED PRESS 

GALILEO APPROACHES Jupiter's 
moon lo in this artist's conception. 
The aqinq spacecraft successfully 
flew within 380 miles of lo. 
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Marion's radiation 
concerns exarmnea 

Valley High School near Marion. 
Department of Energy NO cause has been found. 

The Scioto Ordnance Labora- team will lookfor tow is on land that was  art of the 
'immediate danger' 12,bacre  Scioto 0rdn&ce Plant. 

which is five miles north of River 
Valley middle and high schools. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS The government says the plant 
was built in the late 1940s. but 

CLEVELAND - The U.S. 
Department of Energy will develop 
a plan for a radiation survey at a 
former Atomic Energy Comrnis- 
sion laboratory in Marion, a 
spokeswoman said. 

"We will do a scan and make 
sure there is no immediate dan- 
ger," said Jane Greenwalt, spokes- 
woman for the department's Ohio 
field office. 

The 'Energy Department also 
will work with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to obtain fed- 
eral funding for a more indepth 
analysis, Greenwalt said. 

Limited surveys conducted by 
the corps in 1995 showed no radio- 
active contamination, according to 
records. 

The department's involvement 
has evolved &om an ongoing 
investigation of former area rnili- 
tary sites in the area about 40 
miles north of Columbus. That 
idvestigation was triggered after a 
study showed a higher-than- 
expected number of leukemia 
cases among graduates of River 

never opened, The Plain ~ e a k r  re- 
ported Saturday. 

Monsanto Chemical Co. was 
hired to run the lab, designed to 
build nuclear weapons compo- 
nents, officials have said. 

The department this week con- 
ducted its firstever site inspection 
of the laboratory, days after the 
concerns of Marion residents sur- 
faced in published reports, Green- 
walt said. 

The inspection also included the 
corps, the Ohio Department of 
Health and the state Environrnen- 
tal Protection Agency, the newspa- 
per said. 

"We want to do the right thing 
and be a good neighbor," Green- 
walt said. "We want to make sure 
nothing is there." 

U.S. Sen. Mike DeWine last 
week asked for a speedy review of 
records and for sampling to deter- 
mine whether the site is danger- 
ous to residents or the envi- 
ronment. 

The laboratory is privately 
owned and used as a trucking 
warehouse. 

S U N D A Y .  O C T O B E R  1 7 ,  1 9 9 9  
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Miamisburg mayor seeks Ohio 
House seat 
Dick Church says he's 
prepared to succeed 

Don Mottley 

MIAMISBURG - Dick Church 
set his sights on being the city's 
mayor more than 40 years ago when 
he was a Miaisburg High School 
student. 

On Monday, fewer than two 
weeks after running unopposed for 
his third term as mayor, Church 
announced he is seeking the 41st 
Ohio House seat held by state Rep. 
Don Moffley. R-West Carrollton. 

Church, 58, a Sunday school 
teacher and former Miurnisburg 
News managing editor, flower shop 
owner, police dispatcher and volun- 
teer firefighter, said he's well- 
prepared for the legislature after 
serving on various county and 
national associations and boards. 

"This hasn't been an easy deci- 
sion." said Church, a Democrat. "1 
love what I'm doing. I'm proud of 
what I've done here and I wouldn't 
do this if I didn't believe I could 
serve this district." 

The 41st 
Ohio House 
seat represents - 

portions of Ket- 
tering, Oak- 
wood, West 
C a r r o l l t o n ,  
M o r a i n e ,  
Miamisburg. 
Miami TWP. 

Dick Church and the ~ ~ 1 -  
mont and 

Patterson Park neighborhoods of 
Dayton. 

Republican Jon Husted, a vice 
president with the Dayton k e a  
Chamber of Commerce, announced 
in 0ct6ber his bid for Mottley's 
seat. 

Church served as council mem- 
ber at large from 1988 to 1992, when 
he became mayor. Before that, 
Church was elected to the charter 
commission, which drafted the 
city's first charter, and for 14 years 
was a member of the city's parks 
and recreation board. 

Church said working on the 
National Group of Cities and the 
Department of Energy's environ- 
mental advisory board "whet his 
appetite" for a legislative seat. 
"Over the last two years, I've had 
people throughout the region, Dem- 
ocrats and Republicans, saying why 
don't you run for higher ofice?" 
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County . . approves 
- -- - .  

Miamis b urg receives 
$440,000 for Mound 

redevelopment 

BY KEN MCCALL 
w o n  Daily News 

DAYTON - Miamisburg was a 
big winner Tuesday in the county's 
economic development sweep 
stakes, pulling down &CQ0,000 to 
help redevelop the old Mound plant. 

In addition, Miamisburg landed 
$125,000 in community development 
block grants, disbursed by the coun- 
ty, to rehabilitate the city's historic 
Baum Opera House, which is used 
as a theater. 

County Commissioner Don 
Lucas, former mayor of Miamis- 
burg, was pleased with the results. 

"Not a bad day's work," he told 
county Community and Economic 
Development Director Ron Parker, 
who brought the grant recommen- 
dations to the commission. 

In all, the county approved more 
than , $1 million in Economic 
Development/Government Equity 
grants for six communities, and 
another $207,000 for research and 
engineering studies. 

The biggest chunk, $3!3,000, went 
to renovating Mound Building 87, 
which was used for years to test the 
explosive qualities of nuclear weap 
ons triggers that were produced at 
the Mound. 

The building contains three large 
test explosion chambers. The non- 
profit Miamisburg Mound Commu- 
nity Improvement Corp., which is 
working to convert the old plant to 
civilian use, has found two possible 
tenants that could use the 

sophisticated capabilities of the 
building, Parker said, but only if 
two of the three explosion chambers 
are removed. 

The ED/GE grant will pay for 
half of the $700,000 renovation, 
while Miamisburg will pay $200,000 
and the tenants will pay $150,000. 
The project could result in the 
.&ention of up to 35 jobs and cre- 
 tio on of up to 210 jobs. Miamisburg 
~ l so  got $90,000 in ED/GE money for 
zngineering of Mound Upper Hill 
Road. 

Harrison Twp. got the next big- 
gest share Tuesday: $250,000 to help 
the Lord Corp. expand its manufac- 
turing operations for a new con- 
tract with the U.S. Navy. While the 
ED/GE contribution will amount to 
only about 2 percent of the $12 mil- 
lion expansion, Parker said the con- 
tribution was important to the 
project Lord, which employs 141 at 
its plant on Wadsworth Road, will 
manufacture parts to be used in the 
rotating engines on the Navy's V-22 
Osprey aircraft, which can take off 
and land vertically. The company 
expects to create 21 new jobs with 
an average salary of $45,000 a year. 

Other communities to receive 
ED/GE grants: 

Trotwood received $102,000 to 
make runway and building 
improvements to the Dayton-New 
Lebanon Airport on Lutheran 
Church Road. The renovations will 
make it possible for a Springboro 
company, ACAD Inc., to relocate to 
the airport and bring in 102 new 
jobs. ACAD makes a new type of 
fuel pellet for use in cod-fired 
power plants. The pellets are made 
h m  waste products, including coal 
dust and paper sludge, and have 
been shown to reduce emissions 
while maintaining energy 

~ ~ 

production. 
a Kettering received $115,000 to 

help defray costs of an expansion by 
Circuit Pak Inc., a circuit board 
manufacturer in the Kettering Cor- 
porate Center. The company plans 
to build a $2.9 million plant in the 
same business park along East 
David Road. It employs 30 and 
expects to create 10 jobs. 

*Dayton received $100,000 to 
help Shumsky Enterprises Inc. 
build a new center not far fmm its 
site on East Fourth Street. The com- 
pany plans a $1.9 million expansion. 
The expansion is expected to add 25 
jobs to the 75employee company. 
a Englewood got $99,000 to build 

roads in its Otterbein Commerce 
Park next to the Interstate 70/Hoke 
Road interchange. The improve 
ments should allow an unidentified 
automotive parts company to 
expand from 16'to 175 employees. 



THE MlAMlSBURGlWEST CARROLLTON NEWS 
November 24. 1999 

Church to join four 

trip to Russia 
by STEVE SANDLIN 

Managing Editor 
Miamisburg Mayor Dick 

Church Jr. has been chosen as 
one of four U.S. mayors to takea 
trip to Russia as representatives 
of. the Energy Communities 
Alliance (ECA). 

The ECA is an organization of 
local commun'ities that have 
major Department of Energy 
(DOE) installations as neigh- 
bors. The organization brings 
local government officials 
togetherVto share information, Mayor Dick Church Jr. 
establish policy positions and ing and, in addition to the four 
advocate community interests in mayors, representatives from the 
the DOE arena. DOE and the International 

The Russian Association of City/County Management 
Closed Cities will host the meet- (Continued on Page 8) , 

Russia ... 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Association (ICMA) will attend. 
Joining Church will be Mayor 

Gary Perkowski of Carlsbad, 
New - Mexico, Mayor Jerry 
Kuhida of Oakridge, Tennessee . 

and Mayor Linda Milam of 
Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

"We will be leaving January 
23 to travel to two closed cities 
in southern Siberia - Snezhinsk 
and Ozyorsk," said Church. 
"Closed cities are cities where 
the residents cannot .leave with- 
out permission and people can- 

. 

not ;isit without pe-mission of 

the Russian Ministry of Atomic 
Energy. 

"I'm going to be talking to 
them about the Mowid and how 
we are dealing with our facility," 
he said, "and we all will be 
exchanging ideas." 

The purpose of the meetings 
will be to develop better relation- 
ships with Russian counterparts 
and to have training sessions. 

Issues that will be discussed 
include governmental' changes in 
the role of the. local authority in 
the past ten years and the rela- 
tionshipbetween the local, state 

and federal governments; invew- 
ments, such as attracting busi- 
ness, incentives and economic 
development strategies; creating 
new jobs and increasing employ- 
ment in the area; local govern- 
ment personnel training; cooper- 
ation; solving social problems 
and building support in the com: 
munity for activities and proi 
grams. ;I I .  

1 ' 1  

1 .  

"It's definitely going to be 14 
different experience," said 
Church. "I feel very fortunate id! 

: K 
be. selected for this trip." r 
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Miamisburg mayor seeks Ohio 
House seat 
Dick Church says he's 
prepared to succeed 

Don Mottley 

MIAMISBURG - Dick Church 
set his sights on being the city's 
mayor more than 40 years ago when 
he was a Miaisburg High School 
student. 

On Monday, fewer than two 
weeks after running unopposed for 
his third term as mayor, Church 
announced he is seeking the 41st 
Ohio House seat held by state Rep. 
Don Moffley, R-West Carrollton. 

Church, 58, a Sunday school 
teacher and former Minmisburg 
News m'anaging editor, flower shop 
owner, police dispatcher and volun- 
teer firefighter.: &id he's well- 
prepared for the legislature after 
serving on various . county and 
national associations and boards. 

"This hasn't been an easy deci- 
sion," said Church, a Democrat. "I 
love what I'm doing. I'm proud of 
what I've done here and I wouldn't 
do this if I didn't believe I could 
serve this district." 

The 41st 
Ohio House 
seat represents 
portions of Ket- 
tering, Oak- 
wood, West 
C a r r o l l t o n ,  
M o r a i n e ,  
Miamisburg,  
Miami Twp. 

Dick Church and the Bel- 
mont. and 

Patterson Park neighborhoods of 
Dayton. 

Republican Jon Husted, a vice 
president with the Dayton Area 
Chamber of Commerce, announced 
in October his bid for Moffley's 
seat. 

Church served as council mem- 
ber at large from 1988 to 1992, when 
he became mayor. Before that, 
Church was elected to the charter 
commission, which drafted the 
city's first charter, and for 14 years 
was a member of the city's parks 
and recreation board. 

Church said working on the 
National Group of Cities and the 
Dep-ent of Energy's environ- 
mental advisory board "whet his 
appetite" for a legislative seat. 
"Over the last two years, I've had 
people throughout the region, Dem- 
ocrats and Republicans, saying why 
don't you run for higher office?" 
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'~ounty . . approves $lM in 
- - - - -  - 

EDIGE funds 
'Miamis burg receives 
$440,000 for Mound 

redevelopment 
- .  

BY KEN MCCALL 
Dayion Daily News 

'DAYTON - Miamisburg was a 
big winner Tuesday in the county's 
economic development sweep 
Stakes, pulling down $440,000 to 
help redevelop the old Mound plant. 

In addition, Miamisburg landed 
$125,000 in community development 
block grants, disbursed by the coun- 
ty, to rehabilitate the city's historic 

aum Opera House, which is used 
as a theater. e 

County Commissioner Don 
Lucas, former mayor of Miamis- 
bm, was pleased with the results. 

"Not a bad day's work," he told 
county Community and Economic 
Development Director Ron Parker, 
who brought the grant recommen- 
dations to the commission. 

In all, the county approved more 
than $1 million in Economic 
DevelopmenVGovernment Equity 
grants for six communities, and 
another $207,000 for research and 
engineering studies. 

The biggest chunk, $350,000, went 
to renovating Mound Building 87, 
which was used for years to test the 
explosive qualities of nuclear weap 
ons triggers that were produced at 
the Mound. 

The building contains three large 
test explosion chambers. The non- 
profit Miamisburg Mound Commu- 
nity Improvement Corp., which is 
worlung to convert the old plant to 
civilian use, has found two possible 
tenants that could use the 

sophisticated capabilities of the 
building, Parker said, but only if 
two of the three explosion chambers 
are removed. 

The ED/GE grant will pay for 
half of the $700,000 renovation, 
while Miamisburg will pay $200,000 
and the tenants will pay $150,000. 
The project could result in the 
vtention of up to 35 jobs and cre- 
ltion of up to 210 jobs. Miamisburg 
ilso got $90,000 in ED/GE money for 
mgineering of Mound Upper Hill 
Road. 

Harrison Twp. got the next big- 
gest share Tuesday: $250,000 to help 
the Lord Corp. expand its manufac- 
turing operations for a new con- 
tract with the U.S. Navy. While the 
ED/GE contribution will amount to 
only about 2 percent of the $12 mil- 
lion expansion, Parker said the con- 
tribution was important to .  the 
project Lord, which employs 141 at 
its plant on Wadsworth Road, will 
manufacture parts to be used in the 
rotating engines on the Navy's V-22 
Osprey aircraft, which can take off 
and land vertically. The company 
expects to create 21 new jobs with 
an average salary of $45,000 a year. 

Other communities to receive 
ED/GE grants: 

Trotwood received $102,000 to 
make runway and building 
improvements to the Dayton-New 
Lebanon Airport on Lutheran 
Church Road. The renovations will 
make it possible for a Springboro 
company. ACAD Inc., to relocate to 
the airport and bring in 102 new 
jobs. ACAD makes a new. type of 
fuel pellet for use in cod-fired 
power plants. The pellets are made 
from waste products, including coal 
dust a n d '  paper sludge, and have 
been shown to reduce emissions 
while maintaining energy 

production. 
ID Kettering received $115,000 to 

help defray costs of an expansion by 
Circuit Pak Inc., a circuit board 
manufacturer in the Kettering Cor- 
porate Center. The company plans 
to build a $2.9 million plant in the 
same business park along East 
David Road. It employs 30 and 
expects to create 10 jobs. 

Dayton received $100,000 to 
help Shumsky Enterprises Inc. 
build a new center not far from its 
site on East Fourth Street. The com- 
pany plans a $1.9 million expansion. 
The expansion is expected to add 25 
jobs to the 75employee company. 

ID Englewood got $99,000 to build 
roads in its Otterbein Commerce 
Park next to the Interstate 70/Hoke 
Road interchange. The improve- 
ments should allow an unidentified 
automotive parts company to 
expand from 16to 175 employees. 
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Church to join four 
U.-S. mayors on . - -  

trip to Russia 
by STEVE SANDLIN 

Managing Editor 
Miamisburg Mayor Dick 

Church Jr. has been chosen as 
one of four-U.S. mayors to takea 
trip to Russia as representatives 
of the Energy Communities 
Alliance (ECA). 

The ECA is an organization of 
local communities that have 
major, Department of Energy 
(DOE) installations as neigh- 
bors. The organization brings 
local government off~cials - 
together to share information, Mayor Dick Church Jr. 
establish policy .positions and ing and, in addition to the four 
ztdvocate community interests in mayors, representatives from the 
the DOE arena. DOE and the International 

The Russian Association of CityfCounty Management 
Closed Cities will host the meet- (Continued on Page 8) , 

Russia ... 
(Continued from Page 1)  

Association (ICMA) will attend. 
Joining Church will be Mayor 

Gary Perkowski of Carisbad, 
New . Mexico, Mayor Jeny. 
Kuhida of Oakridge, Tennessee - 

and Mayor Linda Milam of 
Idaho,Falls, Idaho. 

"We will be leaving January 
23 to travel to two closed cities 
in southern Siberia - Snezhinsk 
and Ozyorsk," said Church. 
"Closed cities are -cities where 
the residents cannot .leave with- 
out permission and people can- 
not visit without permission of 

the Russian Ministry of Atomic 
Energy. 

"I'm going to be talking to 
them about the Mourid and how 
we are dealing with our facility," 
he said, "and we all will be 
exchanging ideas." 

The purpose of the meetings 
will be to develop better relation- 
ships with ~ u s s i a n  counterparts 
and to have training sessions. 

Issues that will be discussed 
include governmental' changes in 
the role of the. local authority in 
the past ten years and the rela- 
tionshipbetween the local, state 

and federal governments; invest- 
ments, such as attracting busi- 
ness, incentives and economic 
development strategies; creating 
new jobs and increasing employ- 
'mentin the area; local govern- 
ment personnel training; cooper- 
ation; solving social problems 
and building support in the com: 
munity for activities aid  prgi 
grams. ;a  I .  

1 ¶ 

111 

"It's definitely going to be ]$ 
different experience," saia 
Church. "I feel very fortunate i& 

: I( 

be. selected for this trip." - t 
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Energy lab target 
- . _ -.of investigation - . . . . . - -  -- . . . .  . - -- - -- 

MARION - Army investigators 
and U.S. Sen. Mike DeWine are ask- 
ing the Department of Energy to 
lead an enviropnental investiga- 
tion into the site ofa postwar 
Atomic Energy Commission labora- 
tory. 

The Energy Department's possi- 
ble involvement has evolved h m  
an ongoing investigation of former 
military sites in Marion County. 

The investigation was triggered 
by a health study that showed a 
higher-thanexpectd number of 
leukemia cases among graduates of 
River Valley High School. No cause 
has been found. 



D A Y  I O N -  D A I L Y  N E W S  I ( I !  S 1 ) A Y .  OC i O U t  1: 1 ; .  I O ~ j O  
. . .  - - -  - - -. - . -. . 

Mound pi-duct [dies licliing, still ticking 

MIAMISBURG -- Launched a 
decade ago, the Galilco spacecraft 
and its locally built nuclear gener- 
ators survived their riskiest 
moment yet Monday in the space- 
craft's mission ar.ound Jupiter.  

Galileo passed within 380 rniles 
of lo. Jupiter's ir~rlcrtnost large 
moon, just after 1 a.m. Monday, 
braving a region of such 1llterlse 
rad~at ion that mission controllers 
feared the craft might not survive. 

No problems were repor-tcd. 

of P:ll(!l.gy l'I;111t. O[)ei~atlxi 1)s C O I I .  

t ~ . ; ~ c t o ~ .  l{al)coc:k n11tl \Vilcos o f  
Ohio, is ~r.11c1.c Galilco's I I I I C ~ C ~ I I -  

gcrlc~.ntors wc1.c asscnll)lcd. f~iclcd 
and tested~i~l~the_earIy 1980s. _ -  - _ _ . - -- .. 

hlorris said his prograin's work 
or1 Galileo is lorlg since finisl~cd. 
but he and others still follow the 
nlissio~l on the Internet ant1 i l l  

news rcpor-ts. 
"As long a s  we're getting pic. 

till-es and sigtlals back, it says the 
RTGs (radioisotopic thern~oclec- 
tric generators) a r e  doing their 
jobs." Morris said Monday. 

RTGs co~lver-t h e  heat fr.0111 

decaying plutor~iurn fuel illto clcc. 
tricity. Space probes to the outer 
solal- systeni use RTGs t)ccause 
their. n ~ i s s i o ~ i s  a r e  too long fot- bat- 
teries and a rc  too far from the sun 
for solar cells to be effective. 

llowever. 'I'hc $1.5 billion spacecraft w;lS GAL~LEO APPROACHES ~ ~ ~ ; t ~ ~ ' ~  
[ t  usas good news for Gary Mar. laurlctled i l l  1989anci r.eaclled J ~ l p i -  

1.1s. project manager for- isotope ter In 1995. I t  c:o~~~pleted 11s 
moon lo in this artist's conception. 

~mwcr- systems at the Mound plant The aqinq spacecraft successfully 
irl klia~nisburg. The IIc[),?~-t~nc~lt Please sec  GA[,I I .EO/~: \  flew within 380 nliles of lo 

a 
GALILEO: Mianis burg's hnks 
Continued from I'age 1 A 

I)l'llnary missiol~ in 1997. but the Jet 
I'ropulsion [,ahoratory in Pasade- 
na, Calif.. has beer1 opel-at~ng i t  for 
3.4% on an estendcd mission that 
runs out In January. 

Monday afternoon. .JPl. spokes- 
Lvonlan Jane Platt sald the space- 
(:r;lft iCas still functioning. 

"It's still talking to (miss~on  corl. 
r rol le~~s.)"  she said. "They worked 
;~roulid the radiation and made 
.;oI11(! sclence observations." 

1 0  Irltclrcsts scientists because i t  
IS the most volcanically active body 
In the solar systcn~. but Jupiter 's 
~)otverful magnetic fields bathe the 
< ; ~ t c ; l l ~ t u  in  ri~diation that can 

~n tc r fe re  with sensors and d;irrlagr! 
electro~lics 

I3ack on earth. Morris' ~ I . I ? ~ I . ; I I I I  

at klound has surviveti pt.l-iodic 
atternpts by the Energy Depa~.trncrlt 
to r.clocatc i t  from the klou~lci. 
wt l~ch  is being convcrtcti to ;l high. 
tech irldustry park. 

Mot-r-is said the Energy I)cl)ar-I. 
mcnt recently decided to keel) the 
RTC; program at  Mouild ;inti jI l i111~ 

to hulld new KT(; f a c i l ~ t ~ c s  tlicr-c 
X:\SA, IS working on plans fi)r. space 
prot~es to Pluto and one to study 
,Jup~tcr-'s lnoon I!:uropa Mol-rls s;11d 
t~o th  would L I S ~  R'l'Cs. 

Contact Tlrnothy R. Gaffney ( 1 1  

2 2 5  2 390 or e r n d ~ l  t ~ ~ m  at 
I ~ m o t t ~ ~ ~ ~ q d f l n e y ~ ~ ~ c o ~ o h ~ o  cocil 
.- - - - - - . . , . - - - -  .~ - 
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Marion's radiation 

Department of Energy 
team will look for 
'immediate danger' 

CLEVELAND - The U.S. 
Department of Energy will develop 
a plan for a radiation survey at a 
former Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion laboratory in Marion, a 
spokeswoman said. 

"We will do a scan and make 
sure there is no immediate dan- 
ger," said Jane Greenwalt, spokes-' 
woman for the department's Ohio 
field ofice. 

The .Energy Department also 
will work with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to obtain fed- 
eral funding for a more indepth 
analysis, Greenwalt said. 

Limited surveys conducted by 
the corps in 1995 showed no radio- 
active contamination, according to 
records. 

The department's involvement 
has evolved fkom an ongoing 
investigation of former area mili- 
tary sites in the area about 40 
miles north of Columbus. That 
investigation was triggered after a 
study showed a higher-than- 
expected number of leukemia 
c&s among graduates of River 

Valley High School near Marion. 
No cause has been found. 

The Scioto Ordnance Labora- 
tory is on land that was part of the 
12,000-acre Scioto Ordnance Plant. 
which is five miles north of River 
Valley middle and high schools. 
The government says the plant 
was built in the late 1940s, but 
never opened, The Plain Dealer re- 
ported Saturday. 

Monsanto Chemical Co. was 
hired to run the lab, designed to 
build nuclear weapons compo- 
nents. officials have said. 

The department this week con- 
ducted its firstever site inspection 
of the laboratory, days af€er the 
concerns of Marion residents sur- 
faced in published reports. Green- 
walt said. 

The inspection also included the 
corps, the Ohio Department of 
Health and the state Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency, the newspa- 
per said. 

"We want to do the right thing 
and be a good neighbor," Green- 
walt said. "We want to make sure 
nothing is there." 

U.S. Sen. Mike DeWine last 
week asked for a speedy review of 
records and for sampling to deter- 
mine whether the site is danger- 
ous to residents or the envi- 
ronment. 

The laboratory is privately 
owned and used as a trucking 
warehouse. 
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Energy lab target 

MARION - Army investigators 
and U.S. Sen. Mike DeWine are ask- 
ing the Department of Energy to 

. 
lead an enviropmentd investiga- 

- tion into the site of a-postwar 
Atomic Energy Commission labora- 
tory.' 

The Energy Department's possi- 
ble involvement has evolved h m  
an ongoing investigation of former 
military sites in Marion County. 

The investigation was triggered 
by a health study that showed a 
higher-thanexpected number of 
leukemia cases amonggraduates of 
River Valley High School. No cause 
has been found. 
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Mound product takes licking, still ticking 

MIAMISBURG - Launched a 
decade ago.  the Galileo spacecraft 
and its locally built nuclear gener- 
ators survived their riskiest 
moment yet Monday in the space- 
craft's mission around Jupiter.  

Galileo passed within 380 miles 
of 10, Jupiter's innermost large 
moon, just after 1 a.m. Monday. 
braving a region of such intense 
radiation that mission controllers 
feared the craft might not survive. 

of Energy Plant. operated by coli- 
tractor Babcock and Wiicos of 
Ohio, is where Galilee's nuclear 
generators- were assembled, fueled 

 and^ tested in the early-1980s.~ -- ~ 

Morris said his  program's work 
on  Galileo is long since finished. 
but tie and others still follow the 
mission on the Internet and in 
news reports. 

"As long a s  we're getting pic- 
tures and signals back. it says the 
RTGs (radioisotopic thernioelec- 
tric generators) a r e  doing their 
jobs," Morris said Monday. 

RTGs convert the heat from 
decaying plutonium fuel into elec- 
tricity. Space probes to the outer 
solar system use RTGs because 
theif tnissions a r e  too long for bat- 
teries and a re  too far from the sun 

No problems y e r e  reported, for solar cells to be effective. NASA/ASSOCIA~~D PRESS 

however. The $1.5 bdlion spacecraft was GAL~LEO APPROACHES Jupiterns 
It was good news for Gary Mor- larlnched in 1989 and  reacheti Jupi.  moon lo in this artistes conception. ris. project manager for isotope ter in 1995. It completed its 

power systems at  the Mound plant The aqinq spacecraft successfully 
in !Miamisbur-g. The .Department Please s e e  GALlI,EO/SA flew within 380 miles of lo. 

a 
GALILEO: Miamis burg's hnks 
Continued from Page 1A 

primary mission in 1997, but the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in Pasade- 
na, Calif.. has been operating it for 
NASA on.an extended mission that 
runs out in Januaiy.  

Monday afternoon, JPL spokes- 
woman Jane  Plqtt said the space- 
craft was  still functioning. 

"It's still talking to (mission con. 
trollers.)" she said. "They worked 
around the radiation and made 
some science observations." 

lo interests scientists because it 
is the most volcanically active body 
in the solar system, but Jupiter 's 
powerful magnetic fields bathe the 
satellite in radiation that can 

interfere with sensors and darnage 
electronics. 

Back on earth. Morris' program 
a t  Mound has survived periodic 
.attempts by the Energy Depal-trnent 
to relocate - i t .  from the blound. 
which is being converted to a high- 
tech industry park. 

Morris said the Energy Depart- 
ment recently decided to keep the 
RTG program at  Mound and plans 
to build.new RTG facilities there. 
NASA is working on plans for space 
probes to Pluto and one to study 
Jupiter 's moon Europa. Morris said 
both would use RTGs. 

Contact Timothy R. Gaffney at 
225.2390 or e-mail him at 
timoth~~qaffnev@coxohio.com 

-- 
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Marion's radiation 
-- 

concerns exarlriined 
~ - . . - - -  Department of Energy 

team will look for 
'immediate danger' 

CLEVELAND - The U.S. 
Department of Energy will develop 
a plan for a radiation survey at a 
former Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion laboratory in Marion, a 
spokeswoman said. 

"We will do a scan and make 
sure there is no immediate dan- 
ger," said Jane Greenwalt, spokes- 
woman for the department's Ohio 
field office. 

The 'Energy Department also 
will work with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to obtain fed- 
eral funding for a more indepth 
analysis, Greenwalt said. 

Limited surveys conducted by 
the corps in 1995 showed no radio- 
active contamination, according to 
records. 

The department's involvement 
has evolved from an ongoing 
investigation of former area mili- 
tary sites in the area about 40 
miles north of Columbus. That 
idvestigation was triggered after a 
study showed a higher-than- 
expected number of leukemia 
cases among graduates of River 

Valley High School near Marion. 
No cause hgs been found. - - -  . - - - . . . - - - - - - 

The Scioto Ordnance Labora- 
tory is on land that was part of the 
12,000-acre Scioto Ordnance Plant, 
which is five miles north of River 
Valley middle and high schools. 
The government says the plant 
was built in the late 1940s, but 
never opened, The Plain Dealer re- 
ported Saturday. 

Monsanto Chemical Co. was 
hired to run the lab, designed to 
build nuclear weapons compo- 
nents, officials have said. 

The department this week con- 
ducted its firstever site inspection 
of the laboratory, days after the 
concerns of Marion residents sur- 
faced in published reports, Green- 
walt said. 

The inspection also included the 
corps, the Ohio Department of 
Health and the state Environrnen- 
tal Protection Agency, the newspa- 
per said. 

"We want to do the right thing 
and be a good neighbor," Green- 
walt said. "We want to make sure 
nothing is there." 

U.S. Sen. Mike DeWine last 
week asked for a speedy review of 
records and for sampling to deter- 
mine whether the site is danger- 
ous to residents or the envi- 
ronment. 

The laboratory is privately 
owned and used as a trucking 
warehouse. 


