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Mr. Steve Slaten F A X  TRANSMI 
,Rocky Flats Field Office 
Department of Energy 
P.O. Box28 
Golden, CO 80402-0928 
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800 182549 

,Rocky Flats Field Office 
Department of Energy 
P.O. Box28 
Golden, CO 80402-0928 
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RE: Risposition of Soil Hotspot from Residual W 4  Pmjed 

Dear Mr. Slaten: 

This is to reguest further information conmming the disposition of a contaminated 
hot spot which was discwered near the Mound CantEIlnlnated Soil Feed Stockpile on 
March 22,1997, and placed Into 3 drums on May 8,1997, An2ltysls prwided to €PA 
dated June 20,9997 indicrrted levels well below the lier I1 act- levels. therefom. EPA 
in eonsultaiion with the Colorado Deptmerhof Public Health and the Environment 
(CDPHE) approval for these soils to be placed in the Mwnd excavation. However, 
following the appmval for dispasMm of oleso coils, whleh o& on August 26. 1997, 
€PA was natified that final disposition of the soils was postponed for wveral days, 
apparently due to conaems about the quality of the soii.anaiysfs. Subsequent to this, we 
were told that those idsues were irrrned thus they would proceed with placing the soils 
in the excava~on, Vvtrlch concluded on September 8, 1997. One week later, we were 
natified that the analysls usad to M a i z e  this waste was not velidated and Uie 
personnel who performed the alarlations wee not acaedited to perform such tasks. 
Further analpis of the data indicated the radonuctlde levels may be b e k n  Tier I and 
Tier II. Archlved samples were sent offsite to an independent lab for confinnittay 
analysis. 

We have several concerns and queskns assdated with the pmgression of events, 
which are as foliows: 

Who performed the original analysis? Why was the original analysis in emf'? 

As stated above, prior to disposition of the hot spot soils, there was some caneern 
by representatives at the site such that disposal wa6 postponed for sevem! days. 
Please provide further details as to what these issues were, and why wncerns of 
validity and QNQC were not addressed prior to piadng the material in the 
excavation. 

Which individuals or organization is responsible for instrument calibration/data 
WmputatiM, and who has been performing these tasks in past projects? 
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Why was the data m+waluated twa weeks following the ortglnal dklsion for put- 
I . .  back of these soils? t '  

While w support the use of & spwmcopy QS a m&od of rapid turnaround 
far radionuclide anatysls in solls, indivlcfuab muat be able to perform this method In 8 
valid, repeatable, and accllrate m m r .  Ptesse pmvlde us Wrth a response to the 
mnCBm6 desulbed in Vlla letter, You may contact JBen Lillich at 312-6258 if you have 
any questim. 

Slncereiy , 

= Steve Tartton, CDPM 
Carl Spmng, CDPHE 

*-' OSVS Shetton, K 4  
Cathy Schnoar, Clty of Broomffeld 
Mary Harlow, Ci of Wedminster 
Tarn Marshall, CAE 


