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Best Available Copy

RESPONSIVENESS SUMMARY

Proposed Plan/Draft Modification of the Colorade Hazardous Waste Permit for Flocky Flats Qperable Unit
11: Wast Spray Field

Commenter 1 had the following comment on the Proposed Plan:

- Commaent 1 1

Comment: [t takes a great leap of faith to believe that OU 11 is not grosaly contaminated, It is more
logioal to belleve DOE desperately needs some positive action, but this Is no way to get it. This field
reprasents over 100 acres of otharwise beautiful landsoape that has been contaminated for years by
millions of gallons of toxic waste water ontaining high levels of nitratas, metals, radionuclides, volatile
orgaric compounds, and semi-volatile organic compounds. The organic compounds will bs assimilated
with time. The nitrates may help grass to grow and reduce wind dispersion of the metais and
radionuclides, but the radionuclides and some metals will ba thera awalting dispersion for thousands of

years.

Given the proximity of this site to the Metro Denvar Area and development potential, | suggest that DOE
provide more evidence of the allegad benign tisks to human health. | request a copy of the Final
Combined Phases RFV/RI Report and other data that may support DOE's proposal.

Ag you may know, the RFGC Is a completely independeni organization dedicated to the safe and
expedient cleanup of RFETS. It is authorized under Superfund to assess technical documants regarding
the cleanup of the RFETS supertund site, as in this case. Our main problem Is timely notice of tha
preliminary design data and a copy of the final document. We would appreciate your help. Thanks for your
conglderation.

Response: The Operable Unit 11 Final Combined Phases RFI/RI Report provides a comprehensive
discussion of the QU 11 field investigation, site physical characteristics, nature and extent of
contamination, contaminan fate and transport, and riek assessment for human health and the

This report has baen avallable for review at public reading rooms since June 26, 1095, The commenter
was provided with a persongl . copy of the report by the CDPHE.

* Best Avalable Copy
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Commenter 2 asked a serles of questions relative to the OU 11 closure:

r Question 1 ]

GQuestion: When did the site first be considered contaminated?

Responaa: The West Spray Field was identifled as a hazardous waste management unit regulated by
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) in 1986 becausee it was known to have received
Water contalning hezardous oonstltuants from the Solar Evaporation Ponds. Spray operations at tha West
: P85, Thus, the designation of the site as a
hazardous waste managemem unit otourred soon aﬂer the termlnatlan of spray operations.

L Question 2 |

Question: Was site considered contaminated prior to this repon?

Response: Yas. The site has been recognized as potentially contaminated since its designation as a
hazardous waste managament unit under RCRA in 19886,

L —_Question 3 |

Question: Was the contaminated alte the full 105 acres prior to the report?

Response: Tha OU 11 boundary was established as part of the identification of the West Spray Field as
a hazardous waste management unit under RCRA In 1986. Based on the operational history of the site
the OU 11 boundary was established to encompass au spray areas, but not all areas wlth!n the ou 1
boundary reoelved direct spray appllcatlon 8 4 : act spray applics were
included in

| Question 4 {

Question: This report concludes that the site Is within acceptable levels of gontamination tor a
residential use for a 30 year estimate. Does this mean the property can be used for commerolal mining for
the underlying mineral owners, as was previously approved and permitted?

Responsge: OU 11 has met the criterla for No Action under the Colorado Department of Public Haalth
and Environment (COPHE) Conservative Risk Screen using a residential use scenario, as documented in
the Final RFI/RI Report. The CDPHE Screen is designed so that any site maeting the No Action criteria is
open for ynrestricted usa. The residentlial use ecenario Integrated Into the COPHE Screen utilizea more
consarvative human health exposure criteria than a mining svenario would, and therefore, human health
risk under & mining scenario would be less than presented within the Final RFI/RI Report. Thus, whather

commercial mining ean occur at the site is not be affacted by the REIMRI Ropor.
L Question 5 B

Question: Will any restrictions be placed on the site for future development?

Response: As stated in more detall in the response to Question 4, hased on the CDPHE Screen,
BEETS Is proposing OU 11 could be open for unrestricted use.
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[ Guoation 6 1

Question: What Is planned on belng done to correct the public's parception that this area is still
contaminated?

Response: The Final Combined Phases RFY/RI Report, Final Proposed Plan, and Final CAD/ROD are all
documents avallable for public review. Newspaper advertisements have been published in the Denver
Post and Rocky Mountain News nolifying the public of the remedial altemative selected for OU 11,
Additional newspaper advertisements will Inform the public as to the final closure ot QU 11 as documented
In the Carrective Action Decision/Record of Decision (CAD/ROD).

L Question 7 I

Questlon: With regard to the conclusion that thers Is very localized perching of ground water, will the
excavation of minerais from the site affect the ground water or the saturation zone?

Response: This question cannot be acourately answered without knowledge of the design details of
the possible mining operation. In addition this Is not a DOE concem with respect to past operations at OU
11.

L Question 8 ]

Question: With regard to the concluslon that current conditions are uniikely to result in releases to the
environment, would rmining operations, which are hot a current condition, result in such a release?

Response: The CDPHE Screen has shown that thera Is no significant sourge at OU 11 for a release.
Therefors, a change In current conditions, such as the Inftfation of mining activities, could not result in the
raleass of chamicals that constitute & threat to human health and the environment.

r Question 9 i

Question: With regard to the statement that there fs no current or Imminent threat under present or
projeated land uges, do projected land uses include mining?

Reaponse: As stated in more datail in the response to Question 4, the residential scenario integrated
into the CDPHE Screen s more conservative than a mining acenario, Therefore, there is no current or
imminent threat under present or petantial futyre uses, including mining, with regard to OU 11.

| Quastion 10 |

Question: Does the gonclusion that thera is minimai risk from dermal exposure include an assumption -
that mining may oceur in the future and employees from a mining company may be on site excavating, etc.
on a dally basis?

Response: As stated in more detall in the response to Question 4, the residential scenario integrated
into the CDPHE 8cereen is more conservative than a mining scenario. Therefore, the risk from dermal
exposure risk during mining would be less than the dermal exposure riek presented in the Final RFI/RI
Report.
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[ Question 11

Question: Does the closure plan assume that mining activities could occur? The report does not
addrees this.

Response: As stated In more detall In the response to Question 4, the rasidentlal scenario integratad
into the CDPHE Is more conservative than a mining ecenario, Additionally, Clean Closure under RCRA
and the No Actlon decision under CERCLA implies no restrictions are necessary to be protective of
human health and the environment, Including commercial mining restrictions.

Commenter 3 quastlons the resuits of the RFI/RI Report as follows:

[ Comment 2 ]

Comment: The McKays belleve that the Finai Repon is inadequate. The Final Report (June 1995)
concerning Operable Unit 11 conciudes that *0U 11 poses minimat health risks, assyming long term
rasidential exposura,” However, the Final Report fails to discuss at all let alone address the McKay's
mineral interasts or the fact that mining has been permitted. The Final Raport therefors does not address
whether the uge of this property for the mining of gravel, clay, sand, and the like will poge any hazards to
the human health or the environment. These issues need to be specifically addressed particularly as the
Final Report does indicate tha presence of Americlum-241, Plutonium-238, 240, Tritium, and
Nitrate/Nitrite in the surficlal and subsurface solls. Identically, the effect of mining on the localized perched
ground water noted in the Report must be specifically addrassed. Finally, the Final Report does not
address what remediation activities will be nacessary to pammit full use of tha property or the time table for
such remediation activities.

Response: The Final RFIR! Repart does not spacifically include references to mining. However, the
residential scenario integrated In the CDPHE Scraen is more protective of human health and the
anvironment than a mining scenario, Therefore, mining of this site would not pose significant risk to
human heatth or the environment with regard to OU 11, Furthermora, RCRA Clean Closure and the No
Action decision under CERCLA imply that ho restrictions, including mining restrictions, are necessary to
be protective of hun'uan health and the envlronmont. All oolleated data Is presented in the RFI/RI Report
formview : . : agulators ot rex




