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DRAFT 
Mr. Joe Shieffelin 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
Hazardous Materials and Waste Management Division 

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South 
Denver, CO 80222-1 530 

HMWMD-HWC-62 

Dear Mr. Shieffelin: 

The the U. S. Department of Energy, Rocky Flats Field Office, has a Interagency 
Agreement (IAG) milestone due for the RFETS Solar Ponds on January 20, 1995. This 
letter serves to notify you that we may miss that milestone date. 

The milestone in question is ”Solar Fonds Emptied of Water and Sludge”. We have since 
corresponded (State letter of January 4, 1995) on the precise definition for the 
milestone, and DOE concurrs with your definition that the liner be visible and 
idenitfiable over the full areal extent of the pond bottom. As you noted, Pond 207 A and 
207 B-series meet this definition. Pond 207-C is the impoundment in question. 

The week of December 20, 1994 the 207 C Pond was essentially empty of all liquids and 
soilds that could be slurried. A four to eight inch layer of hard salt was found covering 
about half the’pond bottom. Previous “salt grinding” operations had failed to crush and 
mobilize the salt layer all the way to the liner. 

The following activities have begun to deal with the salt layer: 
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0 

Front end loaders were successfully used to scrape the salt loose. 
Transfer lines were repeatedly plugged by the very thick salt slurry. Redundant 
transfer lines were installed, but plugging continued to be a problem in the 
inclement weather. 
Since the salt would not pump adequately without substantial amounts of added water, 
an alternate removal technique using no added water was developed. Metal containers 
were placed in the pond, filled directly using the front end loader, and tranfered to 
the 750 Pad. 
Operations will begin January 7 to mobilize the salt in the containers with water and 
transfer the slurry into tanks. The tank farm location in tents provides climate 
control to facilitate the operation. 
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DOE notes that the hard salt layer is not migrating into soil or ground water. The CDPHE 
goal to to stem the flow of harmful contaminants into ground water and soil has, 
therefore, been substanatively achieved. Delay in achieving the final “clean and dry” 
status does not threaten any subsequent IAG milestone. The latest that DOE must achieve 
“clean and dry” to support the OU 4 Phase I remediation is July 5, 1995. 

We invite your staff to tour the ponds at your convenience. Significant progress has 
been made towards emptying Pond 207-C. To date, we have transferred 260 truck- 
loads of sludge to tanks. The final amount of sludge moved to tanks is expected to be about 
20% more than originally estimated. Since a day of delay during good weather may 
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require more than a day to recover during inclement weather, some discussion will be 
needed to arrive at a mutually agreeable extension request. We will know very soon if 
the milestone will definitley be missed; at that time, we will contact you to discuss the 
details of an extension. 

If you would like to discuss this further or arrange a tour, please contact Frazer 
lockhart, 966-7846. 


