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INTRO D UCTlO N 

This semi-annual report for the summer of 1992 summarizes the activities conducted on the 
Jefferson County Remedy Lands during the first half of 1992. This report also contains the 
monitoring results of the 1991 reseeding work and results of vegetation monitoring by the 
consulting ecologist, Dr. Sam Bamberg. Revegetation activities were conducted during the fall of 
1991 and were described in the January 1992 report. 

Final approvai of the Operable Unit No. 3 (OU 3) Remedial Investigation (RI) Work Plan was . .- 
received on March 17, 1992 from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Colorado 
Department of Health (CDH). The R J  Work Plan is directed by the Interagency Agreement (IAG) 
between the Department of E.nergy (DOE), EPA, and CDH to investigate contamination from 
Rocky Flats Plant to offsite areas. The Jefferhon County Remedy Lands are contained within 
OU 3, and will be sampled during the field sampling activities thal were starled in May 1992. 
The OU 3 RI Report, which will summarize field sampling results, is scheduled for final 
approval in January 1994. Field sampling results from the Remedy Lands will be reported to 
Jefferson County as the data becomes available. 
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SUMMARY OF MONITORING ACTIVITIES 

The success of the 1991 revegetation activities was evaluated during the spring and early 
summer of 1992. A brief summary of the monitoring results are as follows: 

New seedlings from the 1991 reseeding are present. However, their abundance varies 
considerably across the remediated lands. 
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a New seedling growth was enhanced by the favorable growing conditions experienced 
during spring and early summer. 

Weed growth was also enhanced and remains a significant competitor to the more 
desirable seeded species. 

Prairie dogs are still common in most of the remediated lands. 

The desirable native plant species are slowly becoming established, and with time, will 
predominate as a major component of the plant cover. 

Dr. Bamberg's detailed monitoring report is labeled Appendix A and is attached at the end of this 
report. 

PLANNED FUTURE ACTIVITIES 

As identified in past reports to Jefferson County and in Dr. Bamberg's monitoring report 
conc1usions, weeds cdntinue to compete with the established and desired plant species. An 
aggressive weed control program is being developed and will include mechanical and chemical 
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weed suppression. This program will be a two-to-three year effort and will target specific 
weed species and their growth cycles. 

The January 1992 report discussed the possibility of reseeding problem areas to eliminate the 
weed species. However, reseeding will not occur until after the weed population is evaluated 
next spring. 

The ability to schedule future tilling operations is lirnited by lack of revegetation success. The 
Settlement Agreement states that tilling of the alternate set of strips shall not begin until the 
first set is successfully reestablished in native plant species. Results of the OU 3 Remedial 
Investigation will also be used to plan future activities on the Remedy Lands. 
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