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| OPERABLE UNIT 3 ULTRA HIGH-VOLUME AIR AND METEOROLOGICAL MONITORING
STATIONS (KHOOO03NS1A) — JEL-036-95 \

~

Action: Consult with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

~ On April 11, 1995, Operable Unit No. 3 (OU 3) management received a copy of a U. S. Fish and

Wildlife Service (USFWS) letter addressed to the Department of Energy/Rocky Flats Field Office
(DOE/RFFO) (see attached), which provided conditional approval for the installation and
operation of the remaining two of three ultra high-volume air monitoring stations and one
meteorological monitoring station in the vicinity of the Standley Lake Bald Eagle nesting area. The
letter states that the USFWS agrees with the DOE/RFFO’s determination that there would be no
adverse effect for the threatened and endangered Bald Eagles resulting from the installation and
operation of the air and meteorological monitoring stations if the following conditions are met: 1)
the air sampler motors are oriented away from the Bald Eagle nest area, 2) a sound absorbing
wall is built around the sampler motors, and 3) when the eagles return (to the Standley Lake area
from their summer habitat), the air filter samphng and replacement activities are conducted when
the Bald Eagles are ‘away from the nest area.

Both air stations and the meteorological monitoring station were installed in July 1995 and, with
the exception of the meteorological monitoring station, have been operational since that time. The
blower exhaust on both air samplers was oriented away from the eagle nest area, and since the
first observation of one Bald Eagle in the Standley Lake area on October 9, 1995, sampling
activities have been conducted without the presence of the eagle in the area. Following
completion of construction, a noise level survey was conducted by the EG&G Rocky Flats, Inc.
Industrial Hygiene group at one of the air stations to measure the noise output of the air sampler

.. blower motor. A second noise level survey was performed at the same station site following the

placement of a sound barrier around the blower motor consisting of sand bags stacked to above
the height of the top of the motor assembly.

A comparison of the two noise surveys indicates that the sound levels increased by
approximately 2 decibels when measurements were made after the sound barrier was placed in
front of the blower motor. Based on the results of sound frequency measurements made during
the second survey, the increase in noise level is apparently due to the motor generating a low
frequency sound with a long sound wavelength (approximately 18 feet). Subsequently, a sound
barrier would have to be considerably higher and wider and placed at least 18 feet away from the
motor to be more effective in filtering the noise generated by the motor. Since this is not practical’
given the limited property around the air stations approved for use by the landowners, no sound
barrier was installed around the two air stations.

& classincaTion oFFice Beginning in early August 1995, OU 3 management has made several telephone calls to Mr.
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Andrew Archuleta of the USFWS to notify Mr. Archuleta of the completion of the two air monitoring
nstallations and to schedule a site inspection with Mr. Archuleta to evaluate any potential impacts
on the Standley Lake Bald Fagles (prior to the expected arrival of the eagles in October 1995).

n the time of the construction planning phase of the air monitoring project, Mr. Archuleta conducted
site visits and rendered ecological opinions and provided recommendations to DOE/RFFO
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conceming the Bald Eagle issues. During the initial contact in August, Mr. Arhculeta indicated that
he would not be available for approximately six weeks and would have another USFWS
representative contact us to schedule a site visit. No response from the USFWS has been
received to date, even though we have left three follow-up messages with the office receptionist
since the initial conversation with Mr. Archuleta.

In order to have this matter resolved, Rocky Mountain RemediationServices, L.L.C. recommends
that DOE/RFFO request in writing an opinion from the USFWS on the operatlonal status of the-
two air monitoring stations with respect to potential effects on the Standley Lake Bald Eagles.
The air monitoring program was implemented to provide data for the OU 3 Human Health Risk
Assessment. It is anticipated that the air monitoring stations will be operated continuously ’
through February 1996, and possibly longer if further data is required for evaluating offsite air
quality conditions. If you have questions or require additional information, please contact Tracey
Spence at extension 4322 or Mark Buddy at extension 4128.
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