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TABLE 7-9

SAMPLE CONTAINERS, SAMPLE PRESERVATION,

AND SAMPLE HOLDING TIMES FOR WATER SAMPLES

. Holding
Parameter Container . Presarvative Time
Liquid - Low to Medium Concentration Samples
Organic Compounds:
Purgeabls Organics 2 x 40 ml VOA vials with Cool, 4° C* 7 days
(VOCs) teflon-lined septum lids
Extractable Organics 1 x 4-| amber® Cool, 4° C* 7 days until
(BNAs), Pesticides, glass bottle extraction,
and PCBs 40 days after
axtraction
inorganic Compounds:
Metals (TAL) 1 x 14 polyethylene Nitric acid to pH<2; 6 months®
bottle Cool, 4° C
Cyanide 1 x 1 polyethylene Sodium hydroxide® to 14 days
bottle pH>12; Cool, 4°C
Anions 1 x 1-| polyethylene Cool, 4°C 14 days
(CO,, HCO,, Ci, SO,) bottle
Sulfide 1 x 1-l polyethylene 1 ml-zinc acetate, 7 days
bottie sodium hydroxide to
pH>9; Cool, 4°C
Nitrate 1 x 14 polyethylene Sulfuric acid to pH<2; 28 days
bottle Cool, 4°C
Total Dissolved 1 x 1 polyethylene Cool, 4°C 7 days |
Solids (TDS) bottle
Radionuclides 3 x 4-| polyethylene Nitric acid to pH<2 6 months

bottles

Holding time for mercury is 28 days.

Add 0.008% sodium thiosulfate (Na,S,0,) in the presence of residual chlorine.

Container requirement is for any or all of the parameters given.

Use ascorbic acid only if the sample contains residual chlorine. Test a drop of sample with potassium iodine-

starch test paper; a blue color indicates need for treatment. Add ascorbic acid, a few crystals at a time, until
a drop of sample produces no color on the indicator paper. Then add an additional 0.6g of ascorbic acid for
each liter of sample volums.
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TABLE 7-10

SAMPLE CONTAINERS, SAMPLE PRESERVATION,
AND SAMPLE HOLDING TIMES FOR SOIL SAMPLES

Holding

Parameter Container Presarvative Time
Soil or Sediment Samples - Low to Medium Concentration
Organic Compounds:
Purgeable Organics 1 x 4-0z wide-mouth glass jar Cool, 4°C 7 days
(VOCs) with teflon liner or 120-ml
capped core
Extractable Organics 1 x 8-0z wide-mouth glass jar Cool, 4°C 7 days until
(BNAs), Pesticides, with teflon liner extraction,
and PCBs 40 days after
_ extraction
Inorganic Compounds:
Maetals (TAL) 1 x 8-0z wide-mouth None 6 months’
glass jar
Cyanide 1 x 8-0z wide-mouth None 14 days
glass jar
Sulfide 1 x 8-0z wide-mouth None 7 days
glass jar
. Nitrate 1 x 8-0z wide-mouth Cool, 4°C ASAP?
glass jar
Radionuclides 1 x 500-m! wide-mouth None None
glass jar

Holding time for mercury is 28 days.

z ASAP = As Soon As Possible
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